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PREFACE. 


The  members  of  the  Committee  of  Historians  of  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  again  congratulate  themselves  and 
the  society  generally  that  they  are  now  able  to  present  another 
volume  vs^hich  shall  be  Volume  24,  and  like  Vols.  19,  20  and  23, 
entirely  devoted  to  copies  of  original  documents  from  the  Canadian 
Archives,    obtained    at   Ottawa. 

Each  of  these  volumes  are  adding  greatly  in  their  interest  as  we 
learn  the  facts  they  contain,  also  show  that  Michigan  came  very 
near  having  been  lost  as  a  part  of  the  United  States  and  this  Vol- 
ume  shows   more   in    this   respect   than    any    heretofore    presented. 

In    proof   of    this    we   refer   to   the   letters   of    Lieut.    Gov.    Simcoe, 

on    pages    324,    377,    459,   472,   478,   etc.,    and  on    pages   338    and   402, 

"The   Memorial    of   Montreal    Merchants,"  as   bearing   upon    the   same 

subject. 

Michael  Shoemaker,  Chairman,  Jackson, 

Henry  H.  Holt,  Muskegon, 

L.  D.  Watkins,  Manchester, 

J.  WiLKiE  Moore,  Detroit, 

Gbrrit  J.  DiEKEMA,  Holland, 

Gyrus  G.  Luce,  Coldwater, 

Committee  of  Historians. 
September  4,  1895. 
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Vagf  Z08,  ninth  line  from  top,  for  Corn  Killer,  read  Goto  Killer. 

Page  211  to  826,  inclaeive,  where  J.  Knox  appears  read  H.  Knox.    Thie  error  alec  exieto  in  the  copy  at 
Ottawa. 

Pa*fe  2M,  in  head  line  to  letter  and  at  top  of  page,  for  Uajur  Stiigg.  Jr.,  read  Dg.  Ut  Bartthie. 
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COPIES  OF  PAPERS  ON  FILE  IN  THE  DOMINION  ARCHIVES  AT  OTTAWA 

CANADA,   PERTAINING   TO  MICHIGAN,  AS   FOUND    IN 

THE  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 


Note.— Care  has  been  taken  in  publishing  the  following  papers  to  follow  the  original  copies  closely  as 
possible,  including  orthography,  pnnctaation,  capitalization,  etc.  The  references  in  brackets  at  the  close 
of  each  paper  are  the  filings  in  the  Dominion  Archiyes  at  Ottawa. 
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ARTICLES    OF    CAPITULATION. 

8th  Sept  1760 
Articles  of  Capitulation  Between  their  Excellencies  Major  General 
Amherst,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Troops  and 
Forces  in  North  America  on  the  one  part  and  the  Marquis  de 
Vaudreuil  &c  Governor  and  Lieutenant  General  for  the  King  in 
Canada  on  the  other. 


ARTICLE   XXXIX. 

None  of  the  Canadians,  Acadians  or  French,  who  are  now  in  Canada, 
and  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  Colony,  on  the  side  of  Acadia,  Detroit, 
Michillimaquinac,  and   other  places  and    posts  of   the  Countries  above. 
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the  married  aud  unmarried  Soldiers,  remaining  in  Canada,  shall  be 
carried  or  transported  into  the  British  Colonies,  or  to  Great  Britain, 
and  they  shall  not  be  troubled  for  having  carried  arms.  '"  Granted, 
except  with  regard  to  the  Acadians." 


Done  at  Montreal,  the  8th  of  September  1760. 

*'  Vaudreuil  " 
Granted  except  what  regards  the  Acadians. 
Done  in  the  Camp  before  Montreal  the  8th  of  September  1760 

"  Jeffery  Amherst." 
[Q  291-2,  417] 


COL.    GOLDTHWAIT  S    TALK    WITH    INDIANS. 

Col.  Goldthwaits  Talk  with  a  Mataugwesauwack  Indian  who  is  now 
among  the  Penobscot  Indians.     This  talk  was  in  July  1771. 

Q     What  nation  of  Indians  do  you  belong  to? 

A     I  am  a  Mataugwesauwack. 

Q     Where  is  the   Mataugwesauwack  Country? 

A     Very  far  oflF. 

Q     Can  you  describe  to  me  where  it  is? 

A  I  will  do  so  as  well  as  I  can.  There's  a  Lake  which  you  call 
the  Great  Lake  (meaning  Lake  Superior)  The  Nation  of  Indians  to 
which    I  belong  are  beyond  that    Lake  towards  the  setting  of   the  sun. 

Q  Do  you  know  that  the  Sun  setts  in  different  places  at  different 
Seasons  of  the  year? 

A  I  speak  of  this  Season.  The  Sun  is  our  guide  when  we  travel 
in  unknown  Countries. 

Q     Are  your  Indians  numerous? 

A     They  are    very  numerous   &  they    occupy  great  space  of  country. 

Q     Have  you  been  at  Montreal? 

A     I  have  been  there  often. 

Q  Are  there  many  Indian  Nations  between  Montreal  <fc  the 
Mataugwesauwack  Country? 

A     There  are  a  yreat  many. 

Q     Can  you  name  them? 

A  I  will  name  some  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  There  are 
the  Connawaugas  &  Canua-sodogj^as  near    Montreal,  There's  the  remains 
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of  some  nations  of  Indians  near  Michilin3,acanack  &  at  Meromona, 
There's  an  Indian  Village  called  Winnebago  &  another  of  the  same 
name.  There's  the  Wonsaugas  &  Ottawaus  and  Wontaugamases.  There's 
nations  I  haven't  much  knowledge  of,  but  have  been  acquainted  with 
some  Indians  belonging  to  them.  From  my  Country  to  Canada  we 
pass  by  a  great  many  Indian  Nations.  Some  of  the  Names  I  remem- 
ber &  some  I  do  not,  I  can  describe  that  Country  better  to  you 
iipon  a  bark.  When  we  get  upon  the  Track  of  my  Country,  we  pass 
by  many  great  Nations.  There's  a  nation  called  Annundowesauwacks 
which  is  a  powerful  nation  &  is  most  always  at  war  with  the  Nations 
round  about  them.  Another  nation  Called  Pannegn  &  another  called 
Paunooks  &  many  more  which  I'll  mark  upon  the  Bark.  We  fight 
one  battle  every  year  with  some  of  them. 

This  nation  of   Annundowesauwacks    appears  to  me  from  his  account 
to  lye  West  from  the  Head  of  the  Missippi  River. 


[Q  56-2,  p  489] 


•commission  to  patrick  sinclair  as  lieutenant  governor  and  super- 
intendent of  michillimackinac* 

Oeorge  E. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  faith  &c.  To  our  Trusty  and 
well  beloved  Patrick  Sinclair  Esqr.  Greeting;  We  reposing  especial 
Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Loyalty,  Integrity  and  Ability  do  by 
these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Lieutenant  Governor 
<fe  Superintendant  of  the  Post  situated  between  the  Lakes  Huron  and 
Michigan,  heretofore  called  Missilimackinac,  in  our  Province  of  Quebec, 
in  America,  To  have,  hold,  exercise  and  enjoy  the  same,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  during  our  pleasure,  with  all  the 
Rights,  Privileges,  Profits,  Perquisites  and  Advantages  to  the  same 
belonging  or  appertaining,  and  you  are  to  obey  such  Orders  and  Direc- 
tions as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  our  Captain  General 

*  Enclosed  in  the  petition  of  Col.  Patrick  Sinclair,  dated  17th  April,  1797. 
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^nd  Governor  in   Chief  o^  our   Province  of   Quebec  or  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  Province  for  the  time  being. 
Given  at  our  Court  at    St  James  the  seventh  day  of  April  1775.     In 
the  sixteenth  day  of  our  Reign. 

By  His  Majesty's  Command 

Dartmouth 

Patrick  Sinclair    Esqr   Lieut    Govr    and    Superintendant    of   Missili- 
mackinac 

EDdoreed :— Copy 

Col  Patrick  Sinclair's  CommBD  as  Lient  GoTernor  &  SapeiiDtendant  of   MiBeilimackinac  dated  7tbi 
AprU  1775 

The  petition  of  Col  Patrick  Sinclair  late  Lt  Govr  of  Michilimackinac 

B  18th  April  1797. 

[Q  57-2,  p  403] 


LIST    OF   VESSELS. 


List  of   Vessels   built,  purchased  or   taken   into   the  Service  from   the  Month   of 

July  1778. 


Veeeele  Names. 

Remarks. 

Wyandot 

Bailt  at  Detroit  in  1778  now  on  Lake  Erie 

New  Ship  at  Detroit 

Bnilt  at  Detroit  in  1782  now  on  Lake  Erie 

4  Large  Scows  A  one  Qnn  Boat ) 

4  Boats  or  veesels  besides  Batteaaz ) 

Bnilt  at   Detroit  between  1778  and  17.'*2. 

[Q  56-2,  p  552 
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SPEECH    OF   CHIEFS    OF  THE   SHAWANESE,  MINGOES    AND    DELAWARES   TO   COL. 

A.    MC   KEE. 

KiSAPOE  20th  Septr  17«1. 
Father,  "^ 

Listen  to  yr  children  you  told  them  to  be  strong  and  mind  what 
the  Americans  are  about,  to  remain  quiet  and  speak  good  to  them  at 
the  same  time  to  be  upon  their  guard. 

Ton  &  the  Six  Nations  put  something  into  our  hands  &  told  us  to 
hold  it  fast  &  when  we  forgot,  to  look  at  it,  &  it  would  put  us  in 
fresh  Remembrance  of  what  we  had  reed  it  for. 

You  know  some  time  ago  we  were  invited  to  a  Council,  we  were 
advis'd  not  to  go,  we  listin'd  &  did  not  go,  nor  did  we  mind  what  they 
said  to  us,  you  told  us  if  they  sent  any  Belts  or  Speeches  to  return 
a  Good  Answer,  we  have  done  as  you  desir'd  us. 

The  Americans  have  invited  us  to  another  Council  but  we  are  deter- 
min'd  not  to  go,  let  the  consequence  be  what  it  will,  you  told  us  to 
let  them  be  the  aggressors  &  then  we  shou'd  know  what  was  best  to 
be  done.  Our  situation  is  bad  at  present,  we  expect  they  will  soon  be 
in  our  Towns,  &  that  before  we  can  even  receive  yr  answer.  But  you 
must  be  strong  who  have  the  care  of  all  the  Brown  Skins  &  assist 
them.  Their  Dependauce  i»  upon  you.  We  mean  to  defend  ourselves 
to  the  last  man,  before  we  give  up  our  Lands  &  we  will  spare  none, 
if  they  begin  with  us;  we  likewise  desire  you  to  inform  all  the  Indians 
about  Detroit  our  situation  immediately,  let  them  be  strong  and  con- 
sider for  the  best,  as  the  Americans  we  see  are  determin'd  to  take  the 
Country  from  them  &  us,  we  beg  of  you  (Father)  at  any  rate  to  tell 
the  Hurons,  Ottaways,  Chippaways  &  Six  Nations  as  soon  as  possible 
<fe  bid  them  be  strong,  there  is  wampum  gone  thro'  all  the  Indians  to 
the  same  purpose. 

From  the  Chiefs  of  the  Shawanese,  Mingoes  &  Dellawares 

To 

Alexr  McKee 

Deputy  Superintendent 
In.  Affairs. 

Indorsed:— Speeches   addressed    by  the  Nations  on  the  South  Side  of  Lalie  Erie  to  Alex  McKee  Esq. 

[Q  56-2,  p  582] 
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it  Stations. 
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CERTIFICATE   OF  GOOD  CHARACTER.  7 

LT.     COL.     A.    S.     DE     PEYSTER,     LT.     GOV.    HENRY     HAMILTON     AND     MAJ.     E. 
MATHEWS   CERTIFY   TO   THE    GOOD   CHARACTER   OF   CAPT.    M.    ELLIOTT. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  bearer  Mr  Mathew  Elliot,  an  officer 
in  the  Indian  Department,  has  during  my  command  at  Detroit  behaved 
himself  with  great  bravery  and  good  conduct  both  in  action  and  upon 
all  other  occasions  when  he  had  an  opportunity  to  shew  his  Loyalty 
to  His  Majesty. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Detroit  this  23rd  day  of  Augt  1783. 

Ar.  S..  De  Peystee 
Lt.  Colonel 

Commanding  Detroit 
&c.     &c.     &c. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Mathew  Elliott  was  employed  and  paid  by  me 
when  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Superintendant  at  Detroit.  That  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  he  has  acquitted  himself  with  zeal  and 
activity  and  I  willingly  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending  him  to 
his  superiors  as  a  man  of  spirit,  and  deserving  encouragement.  Given 
under  my  hand  at  Quebec,  This  20th  day  of  July  1784. 
To  whom  it  may  concern 

Henry  Hamilton 
Lieut  Governor. 

In  Justice  to  the  Bearer  hereof  Captain  Mathew  Elliot,  late  of  the 
Indian  Department,  whose  character  and  conduct  I  have  (from  my 
situation  at  Head  Quarters)  had  occasion  to  be  particularly  acquainted 
with. 

I  hereby  certify  that  he  flew  from  the  then  Colonies  in  the  year 
1776,  and  Joined  tte  King's  Troops  in  this  Province,  with  whom  he 
served  during  the  whole  war;  to  the  entire '  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  and  the  officers  commanding  the  Upper  Posts,  having 
upon  variety  of  occasions  distinguished  himself  as  an  active,  useful 
and  gallant  Partizan.  And  I  also  certify  that  I  have  always  under- 
stood Mr  Elliot  had  made  great  sacrifice  of  Property  in  the  part  he 
so  early  adopted  in  the  late  contest. 

K.  Mathews  Maj  53rd 
Commanding  the  Upper  Posts. 

Detroit  16th  Augt  1787. 
[Q  299,  p  31S] 
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TREATY    OF    PEACE. 


Articles  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  at  Paris, 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Amnica  on 
the  3rd  of  September  1783 


Article  I. — His  Britannic  Majesty  acknowledges  the  said  UnUe<l  States 
vizt.  J\^('w  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  to  be  free,  Sovereign  and  independent  States;  that  he  treats 
with  them  as  such;  and  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  relin- 
quishes all  claim  to  the  Government,  propriety  and  territorial  rights  of 
the  same,  and  every  part  thereof. 

Art.  II. — And  that  all  disputes  which  might  arise  in  future,  on  the 
subject  of  the  boundaries  of  the  said  United  Sfait'S,  may  be  prevented, 
it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  that  the  following  are  and  shall  be 
their  boundaries,  vizt  From  the  North  west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz. 
that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source 
of  Saint  Croix  River  to  the  high  lands:  along  the  said  high  lands, 
which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  the  Saint 
Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  the  North 
Westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  River,  thence  down  along  the  middle 
of  that  river  to  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  latitude,  from  thence 
by  a  line  due  west  on  said  latitude,  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois 
or  Cataraquay;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  River  into  Lake  Onta- 
rio, through  the  middle  of  said  Lake,  until  it  strikes  the  communica- 
tion by  water  between  that  Lake  and  Lake  Erie;  thence  along  the 
middle  of  said  communication  into  Lake  Erie  through  the  middle  of 
said  lake  until  it  arrives  &t  the  water  communication  between  that  Lake 
and  Lake  Huron;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  water  communica- 
tion into  the  lake  Huron,  thence  through  the  middle  of  said  Lake  to 
th»'  water  communication  between  that  Lake  and  Lake  Superior;  thence 
through  Lake  Superior,  northward  of  the  Isles  Royal  and  Phrlii>e(tu.r, 
to  the  long  lake,  thence  through  the  middle  of  said  long  lake,  and  the 
water  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the 
said  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence  through  the  said  lake  to  the  most  north- 
western point  thereof  and  from  thence  on  a  due  west  course  to  the 
River  Mississippi;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
the  river  Mississippi  until  it  shall   intersect  the   northernmost   part  of 
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the  thirty  first  degree  of  North  latitude,  South  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
due  east  from  the  determination  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  thirty  one  degrees  north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the 
river  Apalachicola,  or  Ccdahouche-,  thence  along  the  middle  thereof 
to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river;  thence  strait  to  the  head  of  St _ 
Mary's  River,  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St  Mary's  River, 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  East,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
the  River  St  Croix,  from  its  mouth  to  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  its  source, 
and  from  its  source  directly  north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands,  which 
divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  those  which 
fall  into  the  River  St  Lawrence;  comprehending  all  Islands  within 
twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying 
between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  afore- 
said boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East 
Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean;  excepting  such  Islands  as  now  are,  and  heretofore 
have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  said  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Art.  III. — It  is  agreed  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolested  the  right  to  take  fish  of  every  kind  on 
the  Grand  Bank,  and  all  the  other  Banks  of  Newfoundland:  also  in  the 
Grulph  of  Saint  Lawrence,  and  all  other  places  in  the  sea,  where  the 
Inhabitants  of  both  Countries  used  at  any  time  heretofore  to  fish;  and 
also  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States  shall  have  liberty  to  take 
fish  of  every  kind  on  such  part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  as 
British  fishermen  shall  use  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  same  on  that 
Island)  and  also  on  the  coasts,  bays  and  creeks,  of  all  other  of  his 
Birtannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America,  and  that  the  American 
Fishermen  shall  have  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unset- 
tled bays,  harbours  and  creeks,  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  Islands  and 
Labrador  so  long  as  the  same  shall  remain  unsettled,  but  so  soon  as 
the  same  or  either  of  them  shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  said  fishermen  to  dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  settlement,  without  a 
previous  agreement  for  that  purpose  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors 
or  possessors  of  the  ground. 

Aet.  IV. — It  is  agreed,  that  creditors  on  either  side  shall  meet  with  no 
lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  in  sterling  money, 
of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted. 
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Art.  V. — It  is  agreed  that  Congress  shall  earnestly  recommend  it  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  respective  States,  to  provide  for  the  restitution 
of  all  estates,  rights  and  proprieties,  which  have  been  confiscated, 
belonging  to  real  British  Subjects,  and  also  of  the  Estates,  rights  and 
proprieties  of  persons  resident  in  districts,  in  the  possession  of  his 
Majesty's  Arms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  against  the  said  Uniied 
States  and  that  persons  of  any  other  description  shall  have  free  liberty 
to  go  into  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen  United  St(tfes,  and 
therein  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolested  in  their  endeavours  to 
obtain  the  restitution  of  such  of  their  estates  rights  and  properties,  as 
may  have  been  confiscated;  and  that  Congress  shall  also  earnestly 
recommend  to  the  several  States  a  reconsideration  and  revision  of  all 
Acts  or  Laws  regarding  the  premises,  so  as  to  render  the  said  Laws 
or  Acts  perfectly  consistent  not  only  with  Justice  and  equity,  but  with 
that  spirit  of  conciliation,  which  on  the  return  of  the  blessings  of 
peace  should  universally  prevail.  And  that  Congress  shall  also  earn- 
estly recommend  to  the  several  States,  that  the  estates  rights  and  prop- 
erties of  such  last  mentioned  persons  shall  be  restored  to  them;  they 
refunding  to  any  person  who  may  be  now  in  possession  of  the  bona 
fide  price  (where  any  has  been  given)  which  such  persons  may  have 
paid  on  purchasing  any  of  the  said  lands,  rights  or  properties  since  the 
confiscation. 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  persons  who  have  any  interest  in  confis- 
cated lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage  settlements,  or  otherwise,  shall 
meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the  prosecution  of  their  just  rights. 

Art.  VI. — That  there  shall  be  no  future  confiscations  made,  nor  any 
prosecutions  commenced  against  any  person  or  persons  for  or  by  reason 
of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the  present  war;  and 
that  no  person  shall,  on  that  account,  sufiFer  any  future  loss  or  damage, 
either  in  his  person,  liberty  or  property,  and  that  those  who  may  be 
in  confinement  on  such  charges,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  in  Amcricd,  shall  be  immediately  set  at  liberty,  and  the  prose- 
cutions so  commenced  be  discontinued. 

Art.  VII. — There  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  said  United  Stcdes  and  between  the  subjects 
of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other,  wherefore  all  hostilities  both 
by  sea  and  land  shall  from  henceforth  cease;  all  prisoners  on  both 
sides  shall  be  set   at   liberty,  and  his    Britannic  Majesty   shall,  with  all 
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convenient  speed,  and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  with- 
draw all  his  Armies,  garrisons  &  fleets  from  the  said  United  States, 
and  from  every  port  place  and  harbour  within  the  same;  leaving  in  all 
fortifications  the  American  Artillery  that  may  be  therein;  and  shall 
also  order,  and  cause  all  archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers,  belonging 
to  any  of  the  said  States,  or  their  Citizens,  which  in  the  course  of 
the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith 
restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper  States  and  persons  to  whom  they 
belong. 

Aet.  VIII. — The  navigation  of  the  3Iississippi  from  its  source  to 
the  Ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free  and  open  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  IX. — In  case  it  should  so  happen,  that  any  place  or  territory 
belonging  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  United  States  should  have  been 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  the  other,  before  the  arrival 
of  the  said  provisional  articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed,  that  the 
same  shall  be  restored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  any 
compensation. 

Aet.  X. — The  solemn  ratifications  of  the  present  Treaty,  expedited 
in  good  and  due  form,  shall  be  exchanged  between  the  contracting 
parties  in  the  space  of  six  months,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  the  signature  of  the  present  treaty. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  the  undersigned,  their  ministers  Plenipoten- 
tiary, have  in  their  name,  and  in  virtue  of  our  full  powers  signed  with 
our  hands  the  present  definitive  treaty  and  caused  the  seals  of  our 
arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Paris,  this  third  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three. 

David  Hartley        (l.  s.) 
John  Adams  (l.  s.) 

B.  Fra-Nklin  (l.  s.) 

John  Jay  (l.  s.) 

[Q  291-2,  p  487] 
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LIST    OF   VESSELS. 

A  list  of  His  Majesty\s  armed  vessels  upon  Lake  Erie  d'c  with  the  numbers  of  men 
requisite  for  covipleating  them  for  service  for  the  year  1783. 


6 

Vessel's  Name. 

IE 

D  O 

0   . 

Is 
z* 

•s 

II 

Remarks. 

1 

Ga^fe 

12 
10 
6 

114 

70 
70 
37 
37 
59 

18 
45 
136 

30 
25 
18 
10 
10 
12 

8 
12 
35 

15 
10 
12 
10 
10 
12 

10 
12 
20 

Bailt  at  Detroit  in  the  year  1774. 

2 

Danmore 

Ditto              Ditto 

8 

Hope 

Ditto                            1772   lost    in    Novr 

4 

Wyandot 

1783,  Wt.  all  her  farnitnre  &,  spare  stores. 
Ditto                            1778. 

!> 

Faith 

Ditto                            1775    lost    in    Novr 

6 

Angelica 

1783,  with  all  her  fnrnitare  &  spare  stores. 

Ditto                            1772     &    lost    in   a 

7 

Adventure 

sqaall   in    Novr  17S3,    all    fnrnitare  &  spare 
stores  on  board. 

Ditto                            1776. 

9 

Welcome 

Bailt  at  Michilimakinac  1775  lost  in  ITil  with  all 

10 

New  vessel  Rebecca. 

her  fnrnitare  &  spare  stores. 
Bailt  at  Detroit                      1782. 

11 

New  sloop  at  Mackinac. 

[Q  56-2,  p  532] 

ESTIMATE. 
Calculation  of  one  year's  pay  of  officers  &  seamen  serving  on  Lake  Erie. 


Quality. 

Pay  pr. 

Snm  Stg  &. 

Remarks. 

6 

Z 

Month. 

Day. 

4s  8d  pr  Dollar. 

1 

Commander . 

158 

lO.* 

68 

38  6(i 

273 
182 
109 
82 
395 
319 
234 
117 
42 
146 
2210 
52 
39 
78 

15 
10 
10 
2 
6 
7 

6 

8 
6 

1 

Mr.  ACommr.. 

Absent  apon  leave. 

i^ 

Lt.  A,  Commr.  ..  ..           ..  . 

1 

Ist  Lient 

5 

Masters 

5 

Mates 

6 

Boatswains 

60.< 
60« 
65« 
458 
40a 
408 
80« 
20« 

3 

Qtuuiers  .. 

1 

Bots  &  Steward 

5 
5 

5 

Stewards 

fV> 

Seamen 

f 

Bervta                                       

7. 

Do    

A 

Do    

St«  £.-.. 

42.81 

1 

8 

[Q5r,-2,  p  549  J 
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ESTIMATE. 
Calculation  of  one  yearns  pay  of  the  Civil  and  Naval  Department  at  Detroit. 


Quality. 


Naval  Storekeeper ... 

Bmlder 

Surgeon 

Foreman  Shipwt 

Boatswain  of  ye  yard. 
Shipwrights 

Do         

Do         

Joiner 


Blackemiths. 

Blockmaker. 

Sawyers 

Labourers . . . 


Pay  pr. 


Month.        Day 


58 

6s 

36 

5e 

4s 

48 

38  6d 

8s 

.36  6d 

3s 

36  6d 

Is 

4s 

Is 

Is 


Stg.  £ . 


Sam  Stg  @ 
48  8d  pr.  Dollar. 


91 

109 
54 
91 
73 

657 
63 

164 
63 

109 
63 
18 
73 
36 
36 


1706 


Remarks. 


[Q  56-2,  p  550] 

EETURN. 
Return  of  Artificers  supposed  to  be  able  to  keep  the  vessels  in  repair  at  each  Post. 


Quality. 

w 

a 
ja 
o 

1-5 
50 

Is 

|3 

'3 

a> 
P 

03 

CD 
S 

z 

% 

6 

Eemarks. 

Shipwrights 

10 

1 
2 
2 
1 

The  shipwrights  at  Carleton  Island 

Joiners 

&    Detroit   have  all  the    Batteanx  to 
keep  in   repair    &  caulk,    &  if    part 

Blacksmiths 

of  them  was  sent  down  in  the  summer 

Sawyers 

sent  up  in  time  to  repair  the  fleet. 

Blockmakers ... 

[Q  56-2,  p  551] 
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GENERAL    RETURN    CONTINUED — LAKE    ERIE. 


Vessels  Names. 


Gage 

Daamore. 

Hope 

Wyandot . 
Faith 


Anjelica... 
Felicity  ... 
Adventnre. 
Welcome .. 


New    veeeel    Re- 
becca  


/New  vessel  bailt 
J  by  (t  o  V  r  S  i  n- 
\  clair  at  Maka- 
'   nac 


28 


114 

70 
70 
17 
37 
59 
45 
18 
45 

13fl 


War 

Complt. 


i-St 


9^        '.^tS 


E—  "^ 

—        *  I  c 


631       172 


123 


Safe 

O  0/  s 

171 

12 

100 

10 

100 

8 

55 

5 

55 

6 

8i 

7 

67 

5 

27 

5 

67 

5 

204 

15 

934 

7S 

BS'i^i 


£  a 


Remarks. 


I  cannot  ascertain  any  namber  of 
Ratteaax  at  Detroit  as  the  cnstom  is 
to  let  the  Indians  have  them  who  I 
believe  seldom  make  any  retarn  but 
with  the  large  Gnn  Boats  and  the 
eight  Petit  Angers,  two  Rowing 
Boats  <t  10  Batteanx  which  1  think 
they  have  at  this  time,  abont  300 
men  woald  be  taken  from  Detroit 
with  14  days  provision  besides  what 
is  mentioned  in  the  fleet. 

The  amonnt  of  sonls  the  armed 
vessels  will  carry 9S4 

Ditto  in  small  vessels  Jc  boats..    300' 

1284 


[Q  56-2,  p  560] 


DOCUMENTS*   RELATIVE   TO  LAND    ON    DETROIT    RIVER    GRANTED    TO    LT.    COL. 

H.    BIRD. 
No    1. 

We  the  Proprietors  of  an  Indian  Grant  made  in  the  month  of  June 
1784  by  the  several  Indian  Nations  in  and  about  Detroit  in  favor  of 
Alexr  Mc  Kee,  Wilet  Caldwell,  Matthew  Elliott,  and  Henry  Bird  Esqrs 
Mr.  Anthony  St  Martin  Mr  Charles  McCormack  Mr  Robin  Eurphleet 
Mr  Thomas  McKee  and  Mr  Simon  Girty  Do  hereby  consent  and 
agree  that  the  tract  of  land  directly  opposite  the  Island  of  Bois  Blanc 
be  divided  into  four  parts  and  that  the  upper  or  North  Division  be 
allotted  to  the  above  mentioned  Henry  Bird  as  his  share,  and  that  the 
saifl  fourth  part  allotted  to  the  said  Henry  Bird  sliall  run  back  as  far 
as  the  small  river  or  creek  which  empties  itself  into  the  Lake,  seven 
miles  more  or  less  (coasting)  from  the  lower  end  of    Bois  Blanc,  or  as 


*  Nambera  1  and  2  enclosed  in  the  memorial  of  Lt.  Col.  Henry  Bird,  Feb.  11,  1818. 
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much  more  on  the  other  side  the  creek  as  the  Proprietors  may  consent 
to  or  allot  to  themselves.  As  a  mark  of  our  consent  we  hereunto  set 
our  hands  this  twenty  fifth  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  four  in  presence  of  each  other. 

A.  McKee 
Matthew  Elliott 
[Q  303,  p  182]  Anthony  St  Martin 

No  2 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  I  Henry  Bird  late 
Captain  in  the  King's  Regiment  of  Foot  do  give  unto  Agnes  Hazel  of 
Detroit  and  unto  Judith  Hicks  sisters  the  southernmost  of  my  two 
houses  and  the  lot  of  land  situate  between  the  two  runs  or  creeks  on 
the  East  side  of  the  river  of  Detroit  opposite  the  Isle  Bois  Blanc  which 
they  may  cultivate  of  themselves  or  by  their  assigns.  I  do  give  the 
said  house  and  land  to  the  aforesaid  Agnes  Hazel  and  Judith  Hicks 
until  such  land  and  house  be  reclaimed  and  demanded  by  me  the  said 
Henry  Bird  or  my  Heirs  Executors  or  Assigns,  on  which  claim  or 
demand  the  aforesaid  house  and  land  is  to  be  redelivered  free  from  all 
charges  for  buildings  labour  or  cost  of  any  kind  that  may  have  been 
erected  or  furnished  by  the  aforesaid  Agnes  Hazel  or  Judith  Hicks  or 
their  Assigns.  But  they  may  remove  any  such  buildings  at  the 
redelivery  of  the  lot  that  may  have  been  erected  after  the  date  of  this 
deed,  and  if  they  or  their  assigns  should  have  a  crop  on  the  land 
when  it  is  redemanded  and  claimed  they  are  to  have  the  advantage  of 
such  crop — further  the  said  house  and  lot  is  not  to  be  suddenly 
abandon'd  or  left  without  proper  persons  to  take  care  that  the  house 
be  not  damaged  or  destroyed. 

In  witness  that  this  is  my  free  will  and  deed  I  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  four  and  on  the  31st  day  of  August  in  presence  of 

Barnaby  McOudding  his  mark  X 

Henry  Bird  [l.  s.] 

We  Agnes  Hazel  and  Judith  Hicks  do  consent   to  receive  the  house 

and  lot    mentioned   and    described    in   the    premises   on  the    conditions 

therein   proposed    and   do    mean    «3rod   willing    to  conform  to    the   true 

spirit  and  meaning  of  this  deed. 

I     •  Agnes  Hazel  her  mark  X 

Judith  Hicks  her  mark  X 
Witness 

Alexr  McCormick 
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I  Edward    Hazel  do    agree  and   consent    that   my  wife    Agnes    Hazel 

shall  receive  her  part  of  the  house  and  lot  on   the  conditions  proposed 

in  the  deed  contained  in  this  paper. 

Edward  Hazel 
Witness 

Barnaby  McCudding  his  mark  X 

W.  Padlett 
No  3 

New  York  Octr  27th  1788 
Dear  Sir 

The  pleasing  period  being  at  length  arrived  when  you  were  to  touch 
the  fortune  left  you,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  your  bond 
and  account  current  to  my  friends  Messrs  Phyn  Ellice  <fe  Inglis  No  27 
Mark  Lane  London  for  Payment  &  request  you  will  pay  to  them  and 
their  discharge  shall  be  an  acquittance  from  Alex  <fe  Wm  Macomb; 
the  amount  of  our  demand  Ist  May  last  is  X1135  2.s'  lid  New  York 
Currency,  to  which  interest  until  payment  will  be  added. 

You  need  not  urge  the  cheerfulness  with  which  we  advanced  you 
this  money  nor  the  patience  with  which  we  have  waited  your  con- 
venience, as  motives  to  prompt  you  to  repay  us,  we  are  perfectly 
assured  of  your  honourable  intentions  and  do  not  hazard  a  doubt  of 
your  inclinations  to  discharge  our  demand  if  you  possibly  can,  we  shall 
say  no  more  on  this  subject. 

The  politics  of  this  country  have  for  some  time  been  tluctuating,  while 
the  States  were  undecided  on  the  subject  of  the  new  constitution  of 
Government  which  was  proposed  for  their  adoption,  in  the  meanwhile 
peace  and  tranquility  prevailed  throughout  the  union  during  the 
important  deliberation;  at  present  things  have  every  appearance  of 
making  that  peace  and  tranquility  permanent  from  the  almost  general 
concurrence  of  the  States  towards  the  new  form  of  Government,  which 
is  to  be  organized  in  this  city  the  first  Wednesday  in  March  next. 
We  promise  ourselves  much  from  its  consolidation  <fe  energetic  princi- 
ples, and  we  hope  it  will  make  the  country  respected  as  a  nation  and 
perliaps  may  be  the  means  of  inducing  many  respectable  families  from 
Europe  coming  to  reside  among  us  &  in  the  number  perhaps  Capt 
Bird. 

I  visited  Detroit  last  summer  &  left  in  August  last,  things  are  very 
much  changed  indeed  since  your  departure.  Half  the  houses  in  the 
Main  Str»Mt  empty  and  three  fourths  of  the  merchants  HHi!krnptfi. 
Your  farms  at  Fredericksburg  very  little  advanced  from  what  they 
were  whm  you  saw  them  altho'  Mr  Ha/el  still  lives  there  he  has  not 
done  much  clearing. 
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The  new  settlements  made  by  government  on  the  St  Lawrence 
have  increased  astonishingly;  from  the  Sugar  Loaf  in  Lake  Erie  to 
Toronto  in  Lake  Ontario  is  closely  inhabited  and  from  sixty  miles  west 
of  Cudarwquy  to  the  Cedars  is  equally  so,  and  all  thriving.  At  Detroit 
farms  on  the  same  principle  are  laid  out  as  far  as  point  Pele6  but  few 
of  them  yet  in  occupation.  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you,  make 
my  compts  to  Mrs  Bird  and  family. 

I  am  Dr  Sir 

Yr.  obedt.  Servt 

Alexr  Macomb 

Saperscribed  to  Captn  Henry  Bird  late  of  the  King's  or  8th  Begt  at  Goytree  near  Ponty  Pool  Monmoath- 
ehire. 

[Q  303,  p  183] 


LETTER  TO  LEAN  NEPEAU, 

Detroit  September  1st  1784. 
Sir 

The  complaisance  and  friendship  I  experienced  from  you  when  I 
received  my  appointment  from  the  Earl  of  Shelburn,  and  the  persuasion 
I  have  of  your  willingness  to  support  such  persons  in  their  Right, 
induced  me  to  write  to  you  from  Montreal  the  8th  of  October  1782; 
after  which  I  was  detained  there  by  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in 
Chief  until  October  following,  being  frequently  told  to  wait  for  orders 
which  he  daily  expected  regarding  this  Country. 

The  28th  of  October  1783  finding  those  expected  orders  were  not 
come,  and  my  character  daily  suffering  from  this  Taut  attack  of  being 
eighteen  months  detained  from  my  Government,  I  went  to  Quebec  (the 
last  ships  for  Europe  being  there  ready  to  sail)  and  requested  His 
Excellency's  permission  to  return  to  England,  as  I  was  not  of  any 
service  to  my  Country  &  put  to  great  and  exhorbitant  expenses  instead 
of  being  in  the  Execution  of  my  office.  This  was  refused  &  tho  the 
orders  above  mentioned  were  not  arrived,  His  Excellency  told  me  it 
was  not  proper  I  should  go  home;  and  in  two  days  order'd  me  to 
repair  to  my  government  without  loss  of  time,  at  so  advanced  a  season 
of  the  year  it  was  next  to  an  impossibility  I  could  perform  a  Journey 
by  the  Lakes  of  nine  hundred  miles;  which  tho'  in  a  bad  state  of 
health  I  attempted,  but  was  taken  so  ill  when  I  arrived  at  Lake 
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Ontario  that  my  Life  was  despaired  of,  which  together  with  the  severe- 
ness  of  weather  obliged  me  to  return  to  Montreal  the  8th  of  December. 
This  Spring  my  health  was  so  far  returned  as  to  be  able  to  sett  out 
again  the  22d  May  but  did  not  reach  this  place  untill  the  I'ith  July — 
now  I  find  myself  so  much  straightened  in  authority  that  I  can  not  in 
Justice  to  myself  be  silent  upon  it. 

The  Indian  Department  which  Lieut  Governor  Hamilton  (and  all  my 
predecessors)  had  the  sole  direction  of  at  this  Post  as  Superintendent 
by  his  Commission,  and  whom  I  succeeded  in  that  office,  I  am  forbid 
to  meddle  in;  and  tho'  I  am  ordered  to  prevent  abuses,  the  means  are 
taken  out  of  my  hands,  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  hav- 
ing approved  of  appointments  from  Sir  John  Johnson  as  Superin- 
tendent General,  of  a  Deputy  Agent  and  Store  Keeper  here  at  hand- 
some ealarys,  who  are  authorized  to  act  independen^^ly  of  me,  and  have 
the  entire  disposal  of  all  presents  and  provisions  for  the  Indians  as 
they  please,  which  virtually  annuls  that  part  of  His  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion of  Superintendent  to  me;  the  silent  attack  it  conveys  upon  the 
Integrity  of  the  Commanding  officers  who  preceded  me  opperates  on 
me.  If  any  have  been  to  blame  let  them  be  answerable  for  their  con- 
duct, I  was  not  in  oflice  when  the  Government's  money  was  lavish'd  at 
these  places  as  has  been  said,  and  I  must  say  from  twenty  two  years 
experience  the  present  mode  of  furnishing  and  distributing  presents  to 
Indians  appears  to  be  very  defective,  and  great  openings  are  made 
for  that  abuse  which  it  is  supposed  the  regulations  for  that  Depart- 
ment were  intended  to  prevent.  When  they  arrive  from  England  the 
Superintendent  General  makes  the  distribution  from  the  different  Posts, 
and  they  are  sent  up  at  great  Expense  frequently  damaged,  and  some- 
times too  late.  No  rum  however  is  either  sent  or  allowed  to  be  pur- 
chased which  all  who  know  anything  of  Indians,  will  allow  a  very  nec- 
essary article,  and  for  which  an  Indian  will  sell  all  the  clothes  he 
receives  in  presents  if  he  cannot  obtain  it  by  any  other  means,  but  the 
Deputy  Agent  has  power  to  Bfirter  the  Presents  sent  from  England 
for  that  commodity  here,  by  whicii  means  the  Indian  acconnt  is  not 
swelled  nor  Jtills  drfiwn  on  Gorernment,  but  the  articles  produced  by 
it  must  of  necessity  cost  an  enormous  price.  The  (piantity  U(jw  made 
use  of  by  the  Deputy  Agent  amounts  to  between  fifty  and  sixty  Bar- 
rels pr  year. 

There  are  Twelve  Tliousaud  Indian  Souls  d«'pending  on  this  place, 
which  is  more  than  three  times  the  number  of  those  in  the  lower  part 
of  Canada,  and    tlio'    they    produce    to  Government    more    than  all  the 


LETTER  TO  LEAN  NEPEAU.  19 

six  nations  do,  yet  the  latter  receive  much  more  from  Government,  and 
in  every  respect  much  more  expensive,  perhaps  double, — all  of  which 
in  my  humble  opinion  may  in  time  of  peace,  be  much  lessened,  will 
not  however  add  anything  to  my  security  here  to  have  that  opinion 
made  public  to  them. 

As  Lord  Shelburne  did  me  the  Honour  to  tell  when  he  gave  me  this 
appointment  that  it  was  a  reward  for  long  service  and  sufferings,  &  as 
I  have  met  with  nothing  but  disappointments,  loss  of  time  and  con- 
siderable expence,  since  my  arrival  in  this  country  I  can  not  help 
mentioning  one  grievance  which  I  hope  you  may  &  will  alleviate. 

Since  the  last  French  war  in  America  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Troops  here  has  been  &  is  allowed  about  X140  pr  year  for  his  Extra 
Expences.  The  Lieut  Governor  who  of  necessity  must  contract  many, 
has  no  allowance,  but  from  his  Commission  has  a  right  to  all  Emolu- 
ments &  Perquisites  &cc  of  which  the  only  one  worth  being  mentioned, 
is  the  Rents  and  Lots  et  Ventes,  due  to  the  Crown  which  if  duly 
paid  may  amount  to  between  two  &  three  Hundred  pounds  p  year, 
but  has  lately  been  ordered  by  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in 
Chief  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  Receiver  General  in  Canada,  and 
which  I  begg  you  will  procure  me  an  order  for  receiving,  at  least  pre- 
vent its  being  paid  into  the  treasury  untill  I  have  an  opportunity  of 
laying  my  losses  &  extra  Expences  before  those  who  may  be 
authorized  to  examine  them. 

Under  the  French  Government  the  Lieut  Governor  or  Commandant 
had  the  forming  all  the  places  of  Trade  depending  on  this  Post  as  his 
Emoluments  and  which  was  worth  not  less  than  a  thousand  p  year. 
Instead  of  which  if  His  Excellency  General  Haldimand's  plan  is  pur- 
sued I  must  exist  on  my  bear  salary.  The  Spanish  Lieut  Governors 
and  Commandants  on  the  Mississippi  have  now  the  same  priviledges.  I 
do  not  mean  by  this  that  I  either  wish  or  expect  any  thing  of  the 
kind  as  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  priviledges  of  a  commercial 
people,  but  did  expect  and  yet  hope  I  shall  be  enabled  to  support 
myself  in  a  manner  as  Honourable  to  my  Country  as  myself. 

The  Commerce  of  this  Place  is  becoming  more  and  more  consider- 
able, the  Peltrys  sent  from  it  this  Year  will  amount  to  one  hundred 
Thousand  Pounds  Sterling,  all  which  is  the  produce  of  English  Manu- 
factures, except  a  small  portion  of  Rum,  and  I  think  if  the  Post  is  not 
given  up  to  the  Americans  it  will  increase,  for  the  Spaniards  can  not 
send  coarse  Woolen  manufactures  up  the  Mississippi  to  supply  their 
Trade  near  so  cheap  as  the  English  by  their  Communication,  as  a  proof 
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of  which  they  have  this  year  bartered  several  Cargoes  of  Peltry  with 
our  Traders  for  these  Commodities,  and  in  short  cannot  carry  on  their 
Trade  without  them,  while  we  keep  possession  of  the  Lakes. 

As  I  am  forbid  meddling  with  Indian  Affairs  (the  nobody  better 
acquainted  with  their  customs)  if  I  do  not  give  you  very  particular 
Intelligence  of  their  temper  kca  I  must  stand  excused.  I  will  however 
venture  to  say  that  if  the  Americans  continue  their  present  encroach- 
ments, it  will  not  be  long  before  you  hear  of  a  rupture  between  them. 

The  Congress  dividing  the  ceded  Country  into  new  States,  added  to 
the  inconsiderate  behaviour  of  the  Lawless  Frontier  People  who  have 
marked  out  a  large  Town  opposite  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  and  several 
other  less  improvements  can  not  but  be  alarming  to  the  Indians. 

I  beg  Sir  You  will  lay  or  communicate  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
this  Letter  you  think  proper  to  Lord  Sidney  or  the  person  you  think 
has  it  in  his  Power  to  afford  me  redress. 

The  great  distance  I  am  at  from  England  and  not  knowing  who  are 
in  office,  obliges  me  to  request  your  interference,  which  I  make  no 
doubt  will  have  the  desired  effect. 

If  you  wish  for  any  information  I  am  capable  of  giving  you  regard- 
ing this  place  from  time  to  time  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  giv- 
ing it  as  fully  as  I  possibly  can. 

I  am  Sir 
With  great  respect 
Your  most  obedient 
Most  humble  Servant 

(No  signature.) 
Lean  Nepeau  Esqr 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  I  have  received  a  List  of  upwards  of  thirty- 
Families  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  souls  who  are  desirous 
of  coming  here  to  settle,  from  near  B'ort  Pitt  they  are  people  who  did 
not  take  up  arms  against  their  Sovereign  in  the  late  Rebellion,  but  who 
formerly  served  him  as  soldiers  and  wish  to  live  under  the  same 
government.  As  I  have  no  authority  to  grant  any  of  the  vacant  Lands 
at  this  place  to  them,  I  cannot  give  them  that  encouragement  I  could 
wish,  but  have  reported  them  to  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  there  are  besides  near  one  hundred  others  in  this  Settlement 
who  have  been  faithful  Subjecta  but  who  must  fly  the  place  if  Lands 
is  not  granted  them  to  cultivate  and  gain  subsistence. 

[g  56  2,  p  504] 


MESSAGE  TO  THE  CHIPPAWA   AND   OTTAWA   NATIONS.  21 

MESSAGE   TO   CHIPPAWAS   &   OTTAWAS    BY   E,   CLARK     AND     RIOHAED    BUTLER. 

Sachems  and  warriors  of  the  Upper  Cheppawa  &  Ottawa  Nations. 

We  desire  you  will  hearken  to  our  Messengers  and  Brothers  James 
Kankin  or  those  whom  they  may  send  to  you  in  our  name  with  this 
our  Message,  and  believe  the  words  which  they  shall  deliver  to  you 
from  us. 

War  being  at  an  end  and  Peace  concluded  between  the  United  States, 
and  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  at  a  Treaty  held  at  Fort  Stanwix  in 
October  last,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Wiondots  and  Dela- 
"wares  and  such  of  the  Ottawas  and  Chepawas  as  attended  at  Fort 
Mcintosh,  we  now  inform  you  in  the  name  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  that  it  is  their  wish  to  live  in  Peace  with  all  Nations; 
and  that  they  have  directed  us  their  Commissioners  for  negotiating 
Treaties  with  all  the  Nations  of  Indians  from  the  middle  of  the  Great 
Lakes  Ontario,  Huron,  Erie,  Superior  southward  to  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  inclusive,  to  call  you  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big 
Miami,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  general  treaty  of  Peace,  and  of 
settling  other  matters  of  great  importance  between  the  United  States 
&  the  Indian   Nations. 

In  order  to  accommodate  the  different  Nations  of  Indians  as  much 
■as  possible  we  have  determined  to  meet  them  &  you,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  said  Miami  River  on  the  first  day  of  October  next  and  expect  that 
jou  will  be  punctual  in  attending  and  that  your  hearts  will  be  dis- 
posed to  wipe  away  past  errors,  and  like  men,  determine  to  do  which 
is  right. 

We  expect  that  you  will  collect  and  bring  with  you  all  the  Prisoners, 
white  and  black  which  were  take  by  you,  or  Persons  who  reside 
among  you  through  the  late  war.  These  Prisoners  must  be  restored  to 
us,  as  a  proof  of  your  Sincerity  and  desire  of  Peace,  protection  & 
friendship  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Done  at  Carlisle  This  Thirty  first  day  of  July  Anno  Domini  1785. 

R.  Clark  Seal 

RiCHD  Butler      Seal 

Indorsed:  Message  to  the  Upper  Chipawa  &  Ottawa  Nations  July  Slst  1785. 
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message  to  chiefs  of  wiondot  nation  by  r.  clark  and  richard  butler. 

Sachems  &  Warriors  of  the  Wiondot  Nation. 

Peace  being  happily  concluded,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Six  Nations,  Delawares,  Wiondots,  Chipawas  &  Ottawas  last  fall, 
boundary  lines  established  between  the  United  States  &  those  Nations, 
which  we  are  determined  shall  be  punctually  observed,  &  adhered  to; 
— we  hope  the  Great  Spirit  will  bless  the  work,  and  continue  good 
understanding  between  us  and  you  and  our  Children  forever. 

Congress  still  wishing  to  extend  their  friendship,  and  to  be  at  Peace 
with  all  Nations,  have  directed  us  their  Commissioners,  to  call  the 
Indians,  West  &  Northwest  of  you  to  the  Mouth  of  the  big  Miami 
River,  on  the  Ohio,  the  first  day  of  October  next  for  the  purpose  of 
negotiating  a  general  Peace,  that  all  the  Nations  of  this  great  Coun- 
tiy  may  be  happy,  and  live  in  Peace  with  each  other,  should  any  of. 
your  Head-men  think  proper  to  attend  at  that  place,  we  shall  be  glad 
to   take   them  by  the  hand  &  give  them   welcome. 

As  John  Boggs  Esqr  is  a  man  well  known  amongst  all  the  Indian 
Nations,  we  send  him,  our  principal  Messenger,  with  the  other  Gen- 
tlemen to  call  the  Nations  to  the  place  above  mentioned,  and  we 
hope  you  will  treat  them  with  friendship  &  give  them  any  assistance 
they  may  want  to  forward  them  on  their  way. 

Should  they  want  any  of  your  young  men,  to  go  with  them  as  guides 
and  companions,  we  wish  you  to  send  them  and  promise  to  reward 
them    for   their   trouble,   when    we   meet   as   above   mentioned. 

Done   at   Carlisle   this   Third   day   of   Augt   1785. 

R.  Clark  Seal 


Rich"  Butler         Seal. 


Indorsed.    Meeeaxe  to  Wioodot  Nation  Angt  3d  1785. 
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treaty    at    the    lild    MIAMIS. 

Articles  of  a  Treaty  Concluded  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Great  Miamia 
on  the  North  Western  Bank  of  the  Ohio,  The  Thirty  first  day  of 
January,  one  Thousand  seven  hundred  cV:  Eighty  Six,  Between  the 
Commissioners  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  of  the 
one  ijart,  and  the  chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Shawanes  Nation  of 
the    other    part. 
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Article  1st. — Three  Hostages  shall  be  immediatley  delivered  to  the 
Commissioners  to  remain  in  the  Possession  of  the  United  States, 
untill  all  the  Prisoners,  white  and  black  taken  in  the  late  war  from 
among  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  Shawanese  Nation, 
or  by  any  other  Nation,  or  by  any  other  Indian  or  Indians  residing 
in   their   Towns   shall   be   restored. 

2d. — The  Shawanese  Nation  do  acknowledge  the  United  States  to 
be  the  sole  &  absolute  Sovereigns  of  all  the  Territory  ceded  to  them 
by  a  Treaty  of  Peace  made  between  them  and  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  the  14th    day    of   January    1784. 

3d. — If  any  Indian  or  Indians  of  the  Shawanese  Nations,  or  any 
other  Indian  or  Indians  residing  in  their  towns  shall  commit  murder  or 
Robbery  on  or  do  any  Injury  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  or 
any  other  of  them,  that  nation  shall  deliver  such  offenders  or  offender 
to  the  officer  commanding  the  nearest  Post  of  the  United  States  to 
be  punished  according  to  the  Ordinances  of  Congress;  and  in  like  man- 
ner any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  do  an  Injury  design'd 
on  or  against  any  of  the  Shawanese  Nation  or  to  any  other  Indian  liv- 
ing in  their  Towns  and  under  their  protection,  shall  be  punished  accord- 
ing to  the  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

4th. — The  Shawanese  Nation  having  knowledge  of  the  Intentions  of 
any  Nation  or  Body  of  Indians,  to  make  war  on  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  their  councilling  together  for  that  purpose,  and 
neglecting  to  give  information  thereof  tu  the  Commanding  officer  of 
the  nearest  Post  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  considered  as  Parties 
in  such  war,  and  be  punished  accordingly,  and  the  United  States 
shall  in  like  manner  inform  the  Shawanese  of  any  Injury  designed 
against  them. 

5th. — United  States  do  grant  Peace  to  the  Shawanese  Nation,  and 
do   receive   them    into   their   friendship   &    protection. 

6th.  — United  States  do  allot  to  the  Shawanese  Nation  Land  wherein 
their  Territory  to  live  and  Hjant  upon,  beginning  at  the  South  line 
of  the  Lands  alloted  to  the  Wyandots  &  Delawares,  at  the  place 
where  the  main  branch  of  the  Great  Miamies  intersects  said  line, 
then  down  the  River  Miamies  to  the  fork  of  that  river;  next  below 
the  old  Fort  which  was  taken  by  the  French  in  1752,  thence  due 
West  to  the  River  de  la  Pawse,  then  down  that  River  to  the  River 
Wabash ;  beyond  which  line  none  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
shall  settle ;  nor  disturb  the  Shawanese  in  their  Settlements  and  Pos- 
sessions,  and   the    Shawanese   do    relinquish    to   the   United    States   all 
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Title  they  ever  had  to  the  lands  east,  west  and  South,  of  the  East, 
west  and  South  lines   before   described. 

7th. — If  any  Citizen  or  Citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  pre- 
sume to  settle  upon  the  Lands  allotted  to  the  Shawanese  by  this 
Treaty,  he  or  they  shall  be  put  of  the  protection  of  the  United 
States. 

In  with  and  Testimony  whereof  the  Parties  have  Jointly  affixed 
their   hands   and   Seals   the   day    and   year  first   above   mentioned. 

Attest 


Alexander  Campbell 
William  Fixorely  Major 
Thomas  Doyle   Captain 
Nathan  M^'  Donnell  Ens 
James  Montgomery 
Daniel  Elliot 


John  Boggs 
James  Kankins 
JNathan  Smith 
Isaac  Zearns 
Joseph  Sufferun 


The  Half  King  Weyondotts 
The  Cran  Weyondott 
Capt,  Pipe  of  the  Delawares 
Capt.  Bohoazchelaus 
The  Bay  Colt 


G.  Clark 
RiCHD  Butler 
Saml  H.  Parson 
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Ationcony 

Hawkawepitathy 

Mullunthy 

Musquathconouth 

Waupaucoavela 

NiHIPUWA 

Nichinissieve 

Commissioners 
of  the  United 
States  for 
Indian  Affairs. 


INDIAN   speech. 

Copy  of  a  Speech  delivered  the  8th  Novr  1785  at  the  Council 
House  at  Wukitiwinikie  by  Peteasuva  a  speaker  of  the  Shawanese.  To 
American    Messengers. 

Brethren  (of   the   thirteen    fires) 

The  Weyondott  Sc  Dolawares  met  us  in  the  Council  House  three 
days  ago,  and  delivered  us  the  Sentiments  of  Ten  Groat  Nations  who 
speak  different  languages,  and  live  along  the  Great  Lakes  vizt.  The 
Wyondots,   Ottawas,   Chepawas,   Putiwatimies  &  their  Confederates. 
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Brethren 

You  sent  speeches  amongst  us  last  year  to  Invite  us  who  are  of 
one  colour  to  the  Council  Fire  you  kindled  at  Fort  Stanwix  to  the 
Peace  and  other  good  things  you  said  you  had  to  offer  us.  Soon 
afterwards  you  kindled  another  Council  fire  at  Beaver  Creek  to  which 
you  also  Invited  us,  but  you  ought  to  know  this  is  not  the  way  to 
make  a  good  or  lasting  Peace  to  take  our  Chiefs  Prisoners  and  come 
with  Soldiers  at  your  Backs  can  never  tend  to  general  good  between 
us. 

You  now  again  Invite  us  to  another  Council  Fire  at  the  month 
of  the  Great  Miamies,  Your  Messengers  have  gone  through  several 
nations  but  we  are  aware  of  your  design  to  divide  our  councils,  we 
are  unanimous,  and  it  is  not  right  that  you  kindle  fires  among  Brush 
or  Nettles,  Therefore  we  inform  you  that  at  Detroit  is  the  Antient 
Council  Fire  of  our  forefathers,  there  is  the  proper  place,  and  when 
we  see  you  there  we  will  take  you  by  the  Hand,  which  cannot  be 
sooner  than  next  Spring,  as  we  must  have  time  to  hear  from  the 
other  Nations  to  the  Westward,  nothing  can  be  done  by  us,  but  by 
General   consent,   we   act   and   speak   like   one   man. 

A  String   of  Wampum    with     a    Pe   of   Peace 

Indorsed:    Copy  of  a  Speech  delivered  at  Wakitumekie  to  Amn  Messengers  Novr  8th  1785. 
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May  12th  1786. 

Message  received  from  the  Shawanese  dated  29th  April. 
Father, 

Last  Fall  our  Brethren  the  Americans  call'd  us  to  the  Big  Miamies: 
when  we  arrived  there  they  said  they  had  something  to  communicate 
of  importance  to  our  future  welfare,  and  the  happiness  of  our  children 
after  us.  But  alas  we  heard  nothing  good  from  them,  they  told  us 
that  our  father  had  given  us  to  them  with  our  Lands.  Their  Commis- 
sioners assured  us  that  every  thing  in  the  articles  we  now  send  to  you, 
was  agreeable  to  our  best  wishes  and  more  generous  than  we  had  a 
right  to  expect  from  them,  this  induced  us  to  sign  their  proposals,  but 
we  find  that  we  have  been  ignorant  of  the  real  purport  of  them  till  our 
return  here,  our  Hostages  however  that  were  detained  by  them  are 
come  home  safe,  we  inform  you  how  they  have  deceived  us,  by  telling 
4 
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us  the  King  of  Great  Britain  had  ceded  the  whole  country  to  them, 
and  we  were  not  sensible  of  the  error  we  have  committed  till  our 
friend  Elliot  explained  it  to  us. 

Father,  we  request  you  to  be  strong  and  give  us  the  best  advice  you 
are  capable  of  in  our  present  situation,  you  see  we  have  never  been  in 
more  need  of  your  friendship  and  good  offices,  we  have  been  cheated 
by  the  Americans  who  are  striving  to  work  our  destruction  and  with- 
out your  assistance  may  be  able  to  accomplish  their  ends,  you  have 
too  much  wisdom  not  to  be  convinced  of  this  truth  as  well  as  us,  we 
earnestly  beg  you  will  consider  and  send  us  a  speedy  answer. 

In  the  mean  time  we  salute  you  &  remain  your  steady  friends 

Maloontha    ) 

Shade         >  Principal  Chiefs  of  the  Shawanese 
Painted  Pole  ) 

Indorsed:  Messace  from  the  Staawaneee  May  12th  1786. 

[Q  56-2,  p  638] 


R.    MCGILLIN    TO   COL.    A.    MC  KEE. 

Sandusky,  14th  May  1786 
Sin 

Yesterday  Mr.  Gilber  arrived  here  from  Pipes  Town,  who  informs  me 
that  Mr  Piere  Druillard  and  another  Frenchman  that  calls  himself  an 
officer  have  been  at  the  Delaware  and  Weyondot  Towns,  telling  the 
Indians  not  to  be  surprised  as  the  French  and  Americans  must  be  now 
on  their  march  to  take  possession  of  the  Posts,  and  that  they  were 
coming  in  three  parties,  the  French  by  the  Wabash,  Americans  by 
this  place  and  Niagara. 

They   say    Congress    have    desired   them    to    tell    the    Indians   to  be 

Strong  and  assist  them  in  taken  peaceable  possession  of  the  back  Forts 

being   their    Property,  Mr   Gilboe  was   informed    by    Druillard   that  he 

was  employed    and    received    pay    from   Congress    to    assist   the    above 

officer    in    negotiating   with    the    Indians,    and   informing    them    of    the 

intention  of  taking  possession  immediately  of  Detroit. 

I  am  (tea 

R.   McGlLLlN. 
A.  McKee  Esqr 

[  g  56-3,  p  637  j 
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May  15th  1786. 

Arrived  two  Huron  Chiefs  from  Sandusky,  who  inform  me  that  after 
the  public  Council  was  finished  between  the  Indians  and  Americans  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  Big  Miamies,  the  Commissioners  call'd  the  Half 
King  to  a  private  meeting  and  inform'd  him  that  they  had  something 
more  to  say  to  him.  At  the  last  treaty  at  Beaver  Creek  we  desired 
that  you  would  not  permit  any  white  People  whatever  amongst  you 
that  had  not  our  Leave  or  Licence  from  us  to  trade  in  your  Country; 
notwithstanding  we  still  see  a  number  of  people  continue  tJieir  inter- 
course with  you,  who  have  no  right,  and  that  they  even  busy  them- 
selves with  ,the  affairs  between  you  and  us  to  the  great  detriment  of 
both;  and  as  we  wish  for  your  welfare  as  well  as  our  own,  to  prevent 
their  officiously  intermeddling  in  things  they  have  no  concern,  we  put  the 
rod  into  your  hands  which  we  desire  you  to  place  between  you  and 
them;  they  are  not  Ignorant  of  the  bounds  they  are  limited  to,  and 
must  expect  chastisement  when  they  transgress  them.  We  mean  those 
people  who  have  been  so  active  during  the  war  to  lead  you  astray  and 
who  we  find  are  still  endeavoring  to  continue  their  influence  over  you, 
but  you  must  be  convinced  it  is  now  Your  Interest  to  shake  them  off; 
we  have  already  both  suffered  by  it,  and  it  is  time  for  experience  to 
teach  you  wisdom. 

Shou'd  we  hereafter  find  that  you  neglect  the  advice  we  now  give 
you,  those  people  we  mention  will  not  escape  our  resentment  when  we 
take  possession  of   Detroit. 

A  Large  Belt  blk   Wampum. 
[Q  56-3,  p  635] 


CHIEFS     OF     THE     OTTAWA    AND    CHIPPEWA     NATIONS    OF     DETKOIT     CEDING 

LAND     FROM     RIVER     DETROIT    TO     RIVER     CANARD    INCLUDING 

ISLAND   BOIS   BLANC. 

0 

Nol. 
"Copy- 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  Presents,    that  we  the    principal  Village  & 

"  War  Chiefs  of  the  Ottawa  &   Chepawa    Nations   of   Detroit,  for  &  in 

"  consideration  of  the  good  will,  friendship    &  affection  which  we  have 

"  for  Alexander  McKee,  who  has   served   with    us    against    the   Enemy 

"  during  the  late  War,  have  by,  &   with  the   consent    of   the    whole  of 
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our  said  Nations  giveu,  granted,  enfeoffed,  alienated  &  confirmed  & 
by  these  Presents  do  give,  grant  »fc  enfoeff,  alien  «fc  confirm  unto  His 
Majesty  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France  k  Ireland 
<fcc  &c  &c,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  Land  situated  on  the  South 
Side  of  Detroit  River,  beciniiiug  at  the  line  granted  on  the  seventh 
day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  A:  eighty  four,  by  the 
Ottawas  &  Hurons,  to  Indian  officers,  &  running  an  easterly  course, 
along  said  line,  until  it  arrives  at  the  end  of  seven  English  miles, 
from  thence  a  northerly  course,  bearing  always  in  breadth  seven 
English  miles,  from  the  said  River  Detroit  till  it  strikes  the  most 
Northern  Branch  of  the  River  Canard,  thence  down  the  said  Branch 
A:  River  Canard  to  the  mouth  thereof,  &  from  thence  down  the 
River  Detroit,  to  the  place  of  beginning  -  Also  an  Island 
in  the  mouth  of  the  said  River  Detroit,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  Bois  Blanc,  with  all  &  singular  the  appurtenances 
unto  the  said  Tract  of  Land  &  Island  belonging,  or  in  any 
wise  appertaining  &  the  Reversion  &  Reversions,  Remainder  & 
Remainders,  Rents  &  Services  of  the  said  Premises  tV:  all  the 
Estate,  Right,  Title,  Interest,  Property,  Claim  or  Demand  whatever, 
of  us  the  said  Chiefs,  or  any  one  whatever  of  our  said  Nations,  of, 
in  &  to  the  said  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land,  or  of,  in  &  to  every  part 
&  Parcel  thereof  &  to  hold  the  said  Lands  &  premises,  hereby  given 
'  &  granted,  or  mentioned   or    intended    to   be    given    &    granted    unto 

•  His  said  Majesty,  George  the  Third,  His  Heirs  &  Successors  for  the 
'  only  proper  use,  &  behoof,  of   His    said    Majesty    George    the    Third 

•  His  Heirs  &  Successors  forever — &   we  the  said  chiefs   for  ourselves, 

•  &  the  whole  of  our  said  nations,  our  &  their  Heirs,  Executors, 
'  Administrators,  do  covenant,  promise  &  grant  to,  <fe  with  his  said 
'  Majesty  George  the  Third,  his  heirs  &  successors  by  these  presents, 
'  that  His  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  &  successors,  shall  &  lawfully  may, 
'  from  henceforth,  &  forever  after  peacably  tfc  Quietly,  have,  hold 
'  occupy.  Possess  <t  enjoy  the  said  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land,  hereby 
'  given  <fe  granted,  or  mentioned,  or  intended  to  be  given  &  granted 
'  with  all  «V:  every  of  its  appurtenances,  free  clear  &  discharged  or  well 
'  «fe  sufficiently  saved,  kept  Imrniless  A:  indemnified  of  from  ifc  against 
'  all  former  &  other  gifts,  grants.  Bargains  «.t  sales.  A-  of,  from  & 
'  against  all  former  A'  other  Titles,  Troubles,  charges  or  incuinhraiices 
'  whatever,  had,  done  or  suffered,  or  to  be  had  done  or  sutlered,  by  any 
'of  us  the  Chiefs,  or  by  any  one  whatever,  of  the  said  nations,  our  «fe 
'  their  Heirs,  Executors  or  Administrators;  and  by  these  Presents  do 
'  make  this  our  Act,  A'  Deed  irrevocable  under   any  pretense  whatever 
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of  the  said  nations,  &  have  put  his  said  Majesty  in  full  possession  & 
Seigin  by  allowing   houses    to   be  built  on   the   premises;    In  witness 

'  whereof  we  the  said  chiefs,  for  ourselves,  &  the  said  nations,  have 
unto  these  Presents  affixed  the  marks  of  our  difft  Tribes  at  Detroit, 
aforesaid,  the  fifteenth  Day  of  May  in  the  Twenty  sixth  year  of  the 
Reign    of    our  Sovereign  Lord    George    the    Third,  of    Great  Britain, 

'  France  &  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c  &c  &c  &  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  eighty  six. 

(signed) 

^f^f   '"^  i??'-T''''^l  ci.......      )    Chipawas 

of  Thomas  Williams  (  Shaboque      |  ^, 

'  John  Clark  f  Nayquoscan  f    r-Vy^A^ 


Daniel  Field 


Squashawa 

NlQUELON 


Kingewano 


J 


their 


}\r~^ — ^f^ 


^^ 


I  Ottawas 


\ 


Bear 
Tribe 


mark 


")J 


V 


7^ 


Wolfe  Tribe 


TiCKCOMEGOSSON 
MiSQUECAWPOWEE 


PONDIAC  )■ 

ASSINOWEE    ///- 
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LETTER   FROM    MR.    PARK. 

MiAMiES  17th  May  1786. 

Extracts  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Park 

"  Yesterday  I  arrived  here  in  sixteen  days  from  Post  Vincennes,  and 
after  being  detained  there  near  three  weeks  by  unforseen  accidents  and 
trouble  occasioned  by  the  ill  intentions  of  the  different  nations  of  the 
Ouabache,  and  after  a  very  serious  affair  that  happened  at  La  Riviere 
de    Embarras    five    leagues    below  the   Post,    all    this    Spring    Parties 
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hovered  round  the  Post  with  design  of  killing  the  Americans  as  they 
could  find  them,  and  actually  kill'd  one  before  our  arrival.  However 
two  days  before  Easter  Sunday  a  Party  of  Piankishaus  attacked  a 
Batteau  from  the  falls,  kill'd  the  owner  and  wounded  two  of  the  men, 
this  news  came  to  this  Post  and  a  Party  of  thiity  Americans  sett  off 
on  Saturday  evening  in  order  to  bring  up  the  batteau  and  wounded 
men,  early  next  morning  an  equal  number  sett  off  for  the  same  place, 
came  up  with  the  others  who  were  on  their  way  back,  reproached  the 
first  party  why  they  did  not  attack  the  first  Indians  they  met  and 
caused  them  to  return  to  attack  some  who  were  encamp'd  at  this 
River,  they  were  the  Indians  of  the  Post,  and  had  only  left  it  two 
days  after  trading  all  they  had  with  the  Americans  for  whiskey  and 
with  which  they  were  yet  drunk.  They  attacked  them  and  paid  dear 
for  it,  they  lost  a  captain  and  two  men  on  the  field  and  wounded  nine 
or  ten  more,  some  since  dead  and  has  not  been  able  to  get  them 
burried,  the  Indians  lost  not  a  man,  only  a  young  man  had  two  balls 
through  his  thigh  which  he  received  while  scalping  those  that  were 
dead.  You  may  very  well  imagine  the  terror  that  this  caused  to  the 
French  as  well  as  the  English  that  wanted  to  go  and  come,  they  could 
not  go  to  the  woods  for  fuel,  but  in  a  number  armed,  and  the  Ameri- 
cans immediately  raised  a  Stockade,  a  sort  of  Fort  to  defend  themselves. 
After  some  time  and  no  appearance  of  Indians  to  come  and  speak 
upon  the  matter  Monsr  Legrass  at  the  instance  of  some,  the  principal 
French  and  English  sent  out  a  parole  and  flag,  desiring  the  principal 
chiefs  to  come  in  and  talk  as  the  French  and  English  had  no  hand  in 
the  affair,  and  that  they  shou'd  hearken  to  their  friends  and  endeavour 
to  keep  the  roads  open  that  the  Traders  may  go  and  come  about  their 
affairs  and  bring  them  as  usunl  their  necessaries.  They  came  accord- 
ingly and  was  well  pleased  with  the  French  and  English,  and  forgave 
the  fault  of  the  Americans  in  appearance  though  not  from  their  heart. 
They  gave  a  parole  also  to  the  others  above  and  desired  all  to  clear 
and  open  which  went  with  Dubois,  &  I,  Marie  Louise  being  with  us. 
It  was  well  received  all  along  to  the  Onins  where  they  seemed  so  dis- 
contented that  we  did  not  wait  for  an  answer,  nor  did  they  give  any 
Indians  to  conduct  us  as  the  others  did,  I  had  to  slip  away  with 
I.  Constant  after  being  menaced  with  the  Tomahawk  by  one  of  the  vaga- 
bonds, to  Tipiconeaux  the  most  of  the  Traders  are  leaving  being 
impossible  to  stay  from  their  being  constantly  pillaged.  The  Indians 
here  are  in  a  wavering  situation  they  are  mostly  all  gone  to  war  and 
when  misfortunes  arrives  to  Indians  they  seldom  pay  little  ditTfrence 
between    Americans    and    English    as    they    make    mighty    complaints 
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against    the  English    for    having    abandoned    them  after    making    them 
take  up  the  ax. 

I  was  told  at  the  Onias  for  certain,  and  I  have  a  good  deal  of  rea- 
son to  believe  it  that  a  belt  was  brought  privately  to  them  and  the 
Kus  to  lift  up  the  ax  against  the  English  from  the  Chepawas.  It  is  a 
pity  that  the  Rascals  of  the  Wabache  were  not  rather  threatened  by 
the  Ouatwas  and  Chipawas  than  seemingly  of  the  same  opinion." 

[Q  56-3,  p  688] 
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"Sir  Quebec,  3d  September  1786. 

"  In  obedience  to  your  commands  I  beg  leave  to  explain  some  cir- 
cumstances relative  to  the  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  garisons  of 
Detroit  and  Michillimackinac,  remarked  on  Major  Ancrum's  letter  to 
you  of  the  3rd  August,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  me. 

The  contract  entered  into  for  Flour  last  year  with  Messrs 
Caldwell  and  Elliott  was  made  at  a  time  when  from  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances, with  which  you  are  well  acquainted,  the  forwarding  the 
supplies  had  been  so  long  protracted  as  to  render  it  doubtful,  if 
sufficient  quantities  sent  from  Lower  Canada  could  arrive  at  the  remote 
posts  in  the  course  of  the  season.  The  impolicy  of  the  measure,  as  it 
favored  a  communication  with  the  American  States  and  was  indeed  a 
consumption  of  foreign  produce  in  preference  to  that  of  the  Colony, 
had  not  escaped  the  observation  of  Brigr  General  St  Leger,  then  Com- 
mandg  in  Chief,  but  that  consideration  was  over  ruled  by  the  exigency 
of  the  moment,  which  also  induced  him  to  authorize  my  allowing  for 
that  Flour  the  full  price  it  would  have  cost  to  government  with  all 
the  expences  of  Transport  from  Canada.  It  was  never  intended,  how- 
ever, that  this  mode  of  supply  should  hereafter  be  adopted;  and 
accordingly  early  this  summer,  you  thought  proper  to  give  me  direc- 
tions for  its  being  discontinued. 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  now  opened  by  Major  Aucrum,  of  the 
posts  of  Detroit  and  Michilimackinac  being  supplied  with  Flour  raised  in 
the  settlement  of  Detroit,  the  favorable  reception  a  proposal  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  from  Niagara  has  met  with  from  you,  sufficiently  points  out 
to  me  your  disposition  to  give  the  settlers  in  these  parts,  every 
encouragement    that    circumstances  will    permit,  but    various  considera- 
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tioDB  will  in  this  case,  render  it  extremely  ditiicult  to  seek  the  advan- 
tage of  the  settlers,  and  to  consult  at  the  same  time  those  objects  which 
the  nature  of  the  service  now  require.  These  objects  are,  that  the 
supplies  should  be  certainly  to  be  depended  on,  and  that  they 
should  not  be  provided  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  might  in  any 
•event  prove  the  occasion  of  loss  to  the  Government.  I  have  reason  to 
expect  that  provisions  to  1st  August  1787,  are  ere  this  lodged  at 
Detroit,  the  supplies  subsequent  to  that  period  therefore  can  only  be 
in  question;  if  these  should  now  be  engaged  or  agreed  for,  there  will 
be  a  stock  on  hand  beyond  what  may  under  present  circifmstances 
Justify,  at  the  same  time,  if  no  agreement  is  made  to  insure  the 
supply  a  reinforcement  from  Montreal  must  be  sent  off  early  in  the 
Spring.  To  provide  etfectually  against  contingencies  in  both  cases,  It 
would  be  necessary  that  a  suflBcient  stock  should  be  deposited  at 
Detroit,  of  which  the  commanding  officer  should  on  his  part  engage  to 
take  such  quantities  as  might  be  wanted  for  the  public  service,  and  to 
grant  certificates  for  the  same,  to  be  paid  at  Quebec,  at  a  price  to  be 
agreed  on,  on  the  principles  by  which  the  agreement  for  Flour  at 
Niagara  is  regulated,  allowing  the  market  price  in  Lower  Canada,  and 
all  the  expences  of  Transport,  exclusive  of  frieght  in  the  King's 
vessels.  The  price  for  Detroit  would  be  nearly  17s  6f/  Halifax  Currency 
pr.  cwt  of  Flour,  but  if  you  should  think  proper  to  allow  one  half  of 
the  transport  by  the  Troops  without  pay,  and  of  the  Freight  in  the 
King's  Vessels  to  Detroit,  the  rate  of  payment  might  then  be  about 
20s  3d  Curry,  p.  cwt. 

Such  Sir  are  the  outlines  on  which  I  conceive  any  agreement  for 
Flour  at  Detroit  ought  to  be  made,  at  the  same  time  I  am  perfectly 
sensible  of  the  difficulty  there  will  be  in  reducing  these  to  practice,  at 
all  events  it  will  be  of  the  most  essential  consequence  that  precise 
information  of  whatever  may  be  to  be  depended  on  in  this  business  at 
Detroit,  should    be    transmitted    down    by    the  winter    express,  so  as   to 

arrive  here  in  March  next." 

True  extract 

Brigr  General   Hope  J.  Craigie 

Commander  in  Chief  D. 

<fec.  &c.  &c. 

Endnrpcxl:    No2.    Extract  of  a  Letter  from  theCommiiBary  Oenpral  to  Hrigr.  (Jpneral  Hope,  dat«d  at 
Qoehoc  the  8ni  September  17HA. 
In  Lt  (iovr.  Himco»»B  ot  the  19tli  December  1794. 
Id  Loni  Dorcheat^r'a  No.  'i!)  to  Oolonel  Simcoe. 

[Q  281  1.  p  4.")] 
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St  Joseph's  19th  Septr  1786 

The  undermention'd  chiefs  assembled  and  requested  I  would  inform 
You  what  they  had  to  say. 

The  Corn  Stalk  said  to  his  Father  at  Michilimakinac,  that  he  would 
look  up  the  Road  and  hinder  the  Americans  to  take  possession  of  their 
Lands.  His  father  told  them  that  was  right,  &  not  to  let  any  pass, 
except  the  English  and  French  Traders. 

Now  the  Americans  are  advancing,  and  assembling  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Whole  E-ivers  in  great  numbers;  we  received  this  intelligence 
by  two  Kukapoo  messengers  who  arrived  yesterday;  they  say  the 
Americans  are  to  come  by  three  different  Roads,  first  St  Vincent,  Ele 
River  &  Miames;  its  one  Mr.  Le  Gras  wrot  to  the  Kukapoos  and  told 
them  the  Americans  were  coming  according  to  their  promise. 

Their  Father  at  Michilimakina  told  them,  take  care  of  your  Traders 
and  protect  them. 

This  day  I  acquaint  you,  that  they  are  advancing  near  to  us,  we 
expect  you'll  assist  us,  as  likewise  expect  you  will  inform  our  Father 
at  Michilimakina,  of  his  former  promise  to  us,  we  expect  a  favorable 
answer  from  you,  which  will  assist  to  cover  us  from  the  menaces  of 
our   Enemy. 

It  is  not  the  first  time  we  stop'd  them  from  coming  that  Road,  as 
the  same  with  all  the  Force  we  have  if  they  come  that  way  again. 

We  inform  you  of  the  contents  of  this  Message  and  salute  you. 

Francis  le  Clam    \  t  .  . 

and  Son  [Interpreters 

Who  bring  you  this  speech 

I  am  Sir 

Your  very  obedt.  and 

Huml.  Servant 

MiCHL  Ague 

POTTAWATAMY   ChIEF 

The  Corn  Stalk 
assamette 

MiSSINGONE 

Careaqui 

quilemen 

Tlamen 

To  Mr  McKee   Esqr 

Indorsed:    Indian  Speech,  St.  Josephs  19th  Septr.  86. 
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SIMON    GIRTY    TO    CAPT.    A.    MC  KEE. 

Upper  Sandusky  llth  Octr  1786. 
Sir 

I  inform  you  that  on  the  8th  Inst,  there  arrived  an  Express  from  the 
Shawanese  Towns,  to  Upper  Sandusky,  that  the  American  Army  had 
arrived  at  the  Shawanese  Towns  and  I  receiving  this  news  made  no  delay, 
but  immediately  sent  two  runners  to  said  Towns  to  know  the  certainty 
thereof  and  this  day  the  Runners  are  arrived  to  me  again,  and  give  you 
an  account  that  the  American  Army  came  into  the  Town  at  12  o'clock 
in  the  day;  and  some  time  before  the  Army  had  arrived  in  Town,  there 
came  in  a  Deserter,  who  told  the  Indians  that  the  Yankee  Army  was 
coming,  but  the  Indians  would  not  believe  the  Deserter,  that  they 
were  coming  when  the  Army  appeared  in  sight.  Shortly  after  the 
Indians  of  the  Maycockey  Town,  on  seeing  them  rose  their  Yankee  colours 
to  receive  them,  but  their  hoisting  their  colours  was  to  no  purpose,  the 
Army  immediately  destroy'd  the  Town,  then  proceeded  to  Wakitumikie 
Town,  and  destroy'd  that  likewise;  then  proceeded  from  thence  to  Your 
House  and  destroy'd  that,  immediately  from  thence  proceed'd  to  Blue 
Jackets  and  brought  that  immediately  to  the  ground;  and  then  they 
returned  instantly  back  to  Wakitumikis  and  there  encampt-d  and 
remain'd  on  the  ground  that  night,  and  next  day  made  a  Retreat  back 
again.  Whether  they  have  made  a  total  Retreat  or  not  I  cannot  tell 
as  yet,  but  this  is  the  word  at  present,  in  short  I  will  be  able  to 
acquaint  you   farther. 

The  number  of  Indians  that  were  kill'd  I  do  not  know,  but  in  the 
Town  where  Capt  Eliot  lived  there,  were  10  Indians  found  lying  in  the 
Town  dead,  and  among  them  was  the  Chief  of  the  Town  was  dead 
slain  and  an  Indian  named  Shade  and  another  one  Messcjuaughenacke, 
the  Indians  there  do  say  the  Yankeys  tyed  him  up  and  Burned  him, 
and  Mr.  Coons  Brother  is  likewise  kill'd;  the  number  which  is  kill'd  I 
do  not  know  yet,  but  they  have  taken  the  women  it  children  prisoners 
along  with  them. 

Capt  Brant  if  he  is  alive  I  dare  say  that  he  has  wrot  the  particulars  to 
you  before  now,  tomorrow  I  am  determined  to  proceed  to  the  Shawanese 
Towns  myself  to  know  the  certainty  thereof.  And  likewise  I  am  informed 
that  there  is  an  Army  to  set  off  from  the  mouth  of  Muskingum  for  the 
Wyondot  Towns,  but  I  am  not  (•♦■rtain  thereof,  and  the  Runners  that 
arrived  this  Day  say  that  nn  Army  is  on  the  way  to  the  White  River, 
that  a  party  went  out  to  Espy  them  and  two  of  them  got  killM.     And, 
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there  is  Indians  arrived  from  Fort  Pitt  and  give  an  account  that  there 
is  no  more  Indians  at  that  place  and  they  all  have  left  it  and  come 
off.     The  Bearer  of  this  letter  I  hope  you  will  satisfy. 

I  remain  <feca 

Simon  Giety 
Capt  Alexr  McKee 

N.  B.  I  have  farther  to  inform  you  that  there  is  one  of  the  Ottawa 
Chiefs  kill'd  among  the  rest  of  the  Indians. 

The  reason  of  this  Express  being  convey'd  by  a  woman  is,  that 
none  of  the  Indians  dare  leave  this.  The  Chiefs  of  each  village  orders 
them  to  remain  in  their  Towns  till  further  orders. 

Indoreed:    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Simon  Girtie  the  Interpreter  at  Upper  Sandneky  with  an  acconnt  of 
the  attack  made  by  the  Americans  npon  the  Shawanese. 

[Q  56-B,  p  644] 
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Detroit  13th  Octr  1786 
Sir 

I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  and  23d  Ulto  by  the 
Felicity,  on  the  9tb  Inst.  I  am  sorry  to  find  tbat  no  Pease,  Oatmeal 
or  Bice  have  arrived  by  the  Dunmore  or  Felicity;  and  as  it  would  be 
rather  risking  to  send  a  Vessel  later  to  Michilimakina  than  the  present 
period,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  off  the  Felicity  to 
that  Post,  with  Flower  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  small  species 
not  arrived;* which  amounts  at  the  rate  allowed  instead  of  them  by  the 
orders,  to  about  18,000  weight  of  Flower  for  that  Post  to  24th  June 
ensuing. 

I  have  just  received  some  very  disagreeable  intelligence  from  the 
Indian  Country,  if  it  turns  out  to  be  true,  and  I  am  affraid  there  is 
but  too  much  reason  to  believe  it. 

An  old  Chief  of  the  Potawatamy  nation,  that  went  from  hence  a  few 
days  after  Captn  Brant  and  his  Party  along  with  the  Chiefs  and  Dep- 
uties of  the  Hurons  &  others,  to  attend  the  Council,  is  just  arrived 
here  from  one  of  the  Huron  villages,  distant  about  20  miles  from  the 
Shawanese  towns,  where  the  Grand  Council  of  Indians  was  to  be  held; 
and  where  Captn  Brant  Capt  David  with  the  Deputies  from  the  Six 
Nations,  and  many  other  Chiefs  and  Indians,  of  different  Nations  had 
already  arrived.     This    old    Chief   reports,  that    the    day   after    be    had 
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arrived  at  the  above  mentioned  Huron  Village,  that  two  Shawanese 
Indians  arrived  there  from  the  Shawanese  Towns  and  brought  intelli- 
gence, that  a  large  body  of  Americans  on  horse  back,  had  surprized 
the  Indians  assembled  there,  killed  many  of  them,  taken  away  Prison- 
ers, and  dispersed  the  rest,  and  destroy'd  the  Towns.  That  soon  after 
a  second  and  a  third  account  was  brought  with  the  same  intelligence. 
That  the  Chiefs  at  the  Huron  Village,  that  same  evening  sent  off  two 
of  their  young  paen  on  horse  back  towards  the  Shawanese  Towns,  to 
see  further  into  the  truth  of  the  Report,  that  they  returned  the  next 
morning,  and  confirmed  the  account  given  by  the  two  Shawanese,  and 
that  they  themselves  had  seen  several  of  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Six 
Nation  Indians  &  others,  and  that  the  Indians  were  dispers'd  and  the 
villages  destroyed. 

The  old  Chief  says,  that  he  himself  saw  while  he  remained  at  the 
Huron  Village,  many  women  <fe  children  &  some  men  flying  almost 
naked  past  the  village.  And  that  the  Chiefs  told  him,  as  the  Council 
Fire  was  now  disturbed,  and  he  a  very  old  man  that  he  had  better 
make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Detroit  with  the  news:  and  says,  he  has 
only  been  five  days  on  the  Road  from  that  village,  having  travel'd 
night  and  day. 

This  old  man  also  reports,  that  he  was  informed  that  this  party  of 
Americans  on  horse-back  was  only  an  advanced  party  to  a  large  body 
on  foot;  and  also  that  another  body  was  advancing  by  the  Wabache 
towards  the  Miamies. 

I  immediately  dispatched  a  trusty  party  with  an  Indian  towards  that 
Country  to  learn  the  particulars  of  what  has  happen'd,  for  something 
disagreeable  certainly  has.  , 

I  forgot  to  mention  to  you,  that  I  had  some  days  ago  received  a 
copy  of  a  message  from  the  Rebel  Col.  Butler  to  the  Shawanese  (a 
copy  of  which  I  enclose)  the  answer  of  the  Chiefs  then  assembled  was; 
that  they  requested  they  would  not  at  present  send  out  the  Surveyors; 
but  to  detain  them  some  time  longer,  'till  they  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  Deliberating  among  themselves,  at  their  Council,  when  they 
would  send  them  a  final  answer  respecting  that  business. 

From  these  circumstances,  whatever  body  of  men  may  have  come 
against  tin*  Indian  Towns,  I  do  not  believe  they  have  come  from  Fort 
Pit,  or  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  but  from  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 
&,  Kentucke  &c.  And  a  message  from  the  St  Joseph  Iniliaus  received  two 
or  three  days  ago  seems  to  confirm  this  opinion;  and  also  to  corre- 
spond with  some  part  of  the  intelligence  brought  in  by  the  old  Poufa- 
trdftiiiiy  Chief,  a  <opy  of  this  message  I  also  send. 
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I  am  very  anxious  to  know  further  particulars  concerning  the  intelli- 
gence brought  in  and  if  possible  to  learn  the  destination  or  further 
intentions  of  this  body  of  men;  and  I  shall  detain  the  Vessel  till  I  do; 
for  I  hourly  expect  more  news  from  that  quarter. 

15th  Octr 

A  letter  is  just  arrived  from  Simon  Girty  the  Interpreter  from 
Upper  Sandusky,  to  Capt  McKee,  a  copy  of  which  I  here  inclose;  and 
by  which  you  will  see  that  the  intelligence  brought  in  by  the  old 
Poutawatamy  Chief  was  not  without  foundation. 

This  Simon  Girty  is  one  of  the  persons  I  appointed  to  attend  the 
Council  of  the  Indians,  that  we  might  be  informed  of  every  transaction 
that  might  pass  there.  He  was  sent  to  lower  Sandusky,  and  was  on 
his  way  from  thence  with  the  Chief  and  Deputies  from  that  Village  to 
the  Shawanese  Towns,  when  he  received  the  intelligence  contain'd  in 
his  letter  at  upper  Sandusky. 

He  is  a  faithful  trusty  fellow,  and  ever  has  been  a  staunch  friend 
to  Government,  I  have  known  him  at  least  Twenty  years,  and  am  sure 
that  any  intelligence  he  sends  may  be  depended  on. 

I  shall  still  detain  the  Vessel  'till  I  can  have  further  news. 


Octr  20th 
The  Express  I  sent  into  the  Indian  Country  on  the  first  intelligence 
on  the  13th  returned  last  night  and  brings  a  confirmation  of  the  Shaw- 
anese  Towns   being   destroyed   by  the   Americans   and   several   Indians 
kill'd. 

The  messenger  went  on  towards  the  Shawanese  Towns,  'till  he  met 
several  of  the  Chiefs  and  Indians  who  had  been  on  the  Spot,  and  gave 
him  the  following  particulars. 

That  the  Americans  on  horse-back  (to  the  amount  of  1800)  under  the 
command  of  a  Colonel  Loger  from  Kentucky  had  surprised  the  first 
Shawanese  Town  they  came  to,  and  kill'd  several  Indians,  and  had 
taken  several  Prisoners.  That  Captn.  Brant,  Captn  David  and  almost 
all  the  chiefs  &  Warriors  were  out  hunting,  That  many  of  the  Indians 
escaping  from  the  first  Town  gave  the  alarm  to  the  next  called  Waka- 
tumekis  and  sending  away  their  women  &  children  they  made  some 
stand  against  the  Americans,  and  a  few  were  kill'd  on  both  sides;  but 
the  Indians  were  obliged  to  give  way  being  overpower'd  by  numbers: 
about  ten  Indians  were  kill'd  at  this  and  the  other  town.  The  alarm 
now  being  general,  the   Indians  had  time  to  fly  from   the  other  Towns 
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before  the  Americans  arrived.  But  they  laid  in  ashes  the  four  Towns, 
destroyed  all  their  Corn,  and  other  produce  and  every  thing  else  they 
had;  and  then  retreated  along  the  Banks  of  the  Great  Miamies  on 
their  way  to  Kentucke. 

The  Indians  assembled  as  many  men  as  they  could  and  hung  on 
their  Rear,  and  kill'd  several,  and  would  have  killd  several  more,  had 
it  not  been  for  their  women  &  children  in  possession  of  the  Enemy, 
to  the  number  of  thirty  one. 

They  must  exagerate  the  number  of  the  Americans,  tho'  the  settle- 
ment of  Kentucke  is  very  populous. 

The  Indians  have  also  received  intelligence  of  another  Army 
advancing  by  the  Wabash,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Clark,  and 
is  said  to  be  1800  men  from  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  and  was  coming 
towards  the  Miamis  Towns.  This  intelligence  I  have  received  from 
different  quarters,  but   the  numbers  I  cannot  believe. 

Runners  with  Belts  are  continually  passing  backwards  and  forwards 
between  the  Shawanese,  Miamis,  and  the  Wabash  Indians  tVrca  and  I 
hope  they  will  be  prepared  to  give  them  a  better  reception  than  they 
did  at  the  other  Towns.  But  if  the  reports  are  true  the  Americans 
intend  a  divertion  in  another  quarter.  For  the  Indians  have  received 
information  that  another  Army  of  800  men  from  Fort  Pitt  Sc  Muskin- 
gum is  coming  against  Upper  Sandusky  and  they  are  preparing  to 
defend  themselves  there  also.  Two  Mingoes  have  arrived  from  Fort 
Pit  at  tile  Shawanese  Towns  quite  naked  and  give  an  account  that  the 
Americans  had  murder'd  all  the  Indians  that  were  at  that  place,  which 
were  chiefly  delawares  the  only  Indians  supposed  to  be  attached  to 
their  Interest.  And  also  Cai/ashoiifa  the  old  Chief  of  the  Senecas. 
The  two  Mingoes  with  difficulty  escaped. 

From  all  these  Reports  of  Armies  from  different  quarters;  is  rather 
alarming  to  this  Post;  if  their  numbers  are  to  be  credited. 

Tho  I  shall  be  upon  my  guard,  I  do  not  believe  they  have  any 
intentions  at  present  upon  this  Post;  but  that  these  incursions  into  the 
Indian  Country  is  only  to  revenge  themselves  upon  the  Indians,  for  the 
Depredations  &  cruelties  they  have  committed  on  their  Frontiers  dur- 
ing the  whole  Summer. 

It  is  certainly  too  late  for  them  to  attack  this  Post  this  Fall  besides 
they  would  have  all   the  Indians  on  their  Rear. 

However  I  have  many  persons  looking  out  in  the  Indian  Country, 
and  expect  always  to  have  some  little  notice  of  their  intentions. 
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As  I  do  not  expect  to  receive  any  further  news  from  the  Indian 
Country,  for  two  or  three  days  and  as  I  hourly  expect  the  arrival  of  a 
Vessel  from  Michilimakina,  I  send  oflp  the  Dunmore  with  the  news  I 
have   received. 

I  have  enclosed  the  different  Returns  of  this  Post 
And  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  great  Esteem     • 
Sir 
Your  most  obedient 
and  most  Humbl.  Servant 

W.  Ancrum 
[Q  56-3,  p  647] 
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Quebec  27th  Novemr.  1786. 
Sir 

Should  Deputies  be  sent  from  the  Indians  of  the  upper  Country,  I 
wish  you  to  prevent  their  coming  down  to  Quebec,  as  unnecessary,  but 
I  would  not  have  them  prevented  so  as  to  offend,  nor  leave  on  their 
minds  any  discontent.  If  they  require  assistance  in  their  Wars,  you 
will  take  proper  means  to  make  them  clearly  understand,  that  this 
country  is  a  small  part  of  the  King's  Dominions,  that  with  us  in  Can- 
ada no  power  is  lodged  to  begin  a  war,  nor  ought  we  to  have  such  a 
power,  which  might  involve  half  the  globe  with  all  the  Seas  in  Blood  & 
destruction,  that  at  present  the  King  is  at  peace  with  the  whole  world 
and  desires  so  to  remain,  besides  according  to  our  manners  that  peace 
cannot  be  broken,  without  injury  and  wrong  received  and  redress  refused; 
but  tho'  we  have  no  power  to  begin  a  war  the  Indians  have  our  friend- 
ship and  good  wishes  and  if  we  could  be  usefuU  in  procuring  them  a 
solid  peace  with  the  thirteen  states,  our  best  endeavours  should  be 
employ'd  for  that  good  purpose. 

After  reconsiling  them  to  this  condition  of  things  here,  from  which  I 
can  never  depart,  you  will  mildly  reproach  them  for  the  Injuries  and 
violence  offered  to  our  Traders  by  their  people,  and  represent  to  them 
the  great  want  of  understanding  as  well  as  injustice  in  thus  ill  treating 
inoffensive  men  who  peaceably  go  among  them,  only  to  supply  their 
wants  in  offering  violence  to  the  Children  of  a  father  from  whom  they 
have  received  so  many  proofs  of  benevolence  and  friendship,  who  offers 
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them  no  wrong,  but  wlen  in  his  power  punishes  such  of  his  subjects  as 
transgress  the  Laws  of  Peace  with  the  Indians,  who  asks  not  their  Lands 
but  is  rather  disposed  to  give,  where  he  has  to  give,  or  even  to  buy  in 
order  to  afford  those  a  place  of  refuge  who  are  in  distress. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  have  these  Discourses  accompanied  with  every 
expression  of  kindness,  their  language  Sc  manners  will  permit,  while  at 
the  same  time,  whatever  might  induce  over  sanguine  dispositions  to 
suppose  promises  never  intended,  be  carefully  avoided,  lest  by  want  of 
waryness  we  incur  the  censure  of  a  want  of  sincerity  in  our  dealing 
with  them. 

Actions  will  best  express  our  good  intentions.  You  will  therefore  send 
them  away  warmly  cloathed  and  bountifully  supplied  for  their  return. 

Dorchester. 

Indorsed  copy: 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Dorchester  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  containing  the  answer  to  be  given  the  Indi- 
ans respecting  their  Diepatee  with  the  Americans  &  ca. 

27th  Novr.  1786. 
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EXTRACT   FROM    AN    ORDINANCE. 

Extract  from  an  Ordinance  for  promoting  the    Inland    Navigation  in 
the  23rd  year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign. 

Chap  3d  Clause  14th 

Quebec  April  30th  1788 
"  Provided  nevertheless  that  nothing  herein  enacted,  shall  be  cou- 
"strued  to  prevent  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  or  the  Commander 
"  in  Chief  of  this  Province  for  the  time  being,  upon  any  great  and 
"urgent  occasion,  when  he  may  think  such  order  necessary  and  for  the 
"  security  of  the  Province,  to  prohibit  for  any  given  time,  by  an  order 
"  under  his  hand  and  seal,  all  such  vessels  and  craft  from  navigating 
"  the  lakes,  or  to  prevent  the  said  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief 
"  from  making  any  other  temporary  regulations  regarding  these  vessels 
"and  craft  under  similar  circumstances,  by  an  order  under  his  hand 
"and  seal,  that  He  shall  Judge  adviseable  or  expedient  for  the  like 
"  purp^jse." 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed:    In  Lt.  (iov»rnor  Simcou's  No  17  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  the  23rd  Jany  17M. 
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ABSTRACT   OF   TREATY   AT    FORT   HARMAR. 

Abstract  of  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Harmer  9th  January  1789, 
between  the  United  States  of  America,  &  the  Wyondot,  Delaware, 
Ottawa,  Chippewa    Puttawatima  &  Six  Nations  of  Indians. 

The  object  of  this  Treaty  is  "  to  remove  all  causes  of  controversy, 
regulate  trade,  &  settle  boundaries."  All  the  articles  agreed  to  at  the 
treaty  held  at  Fort  Macintosh  21st  January  1785  are  confirmed:  all 
prisoners  to  be  delivered  up,  &  two  Hostages  of  the  Wyondots  nation 
to  be  left  at  Fort  Harmer  as  a  security  for  the  performance  of  this 
article. 

II.  The  boundary  line  then  fixed  is  renewed  &  begins — at  the  mouth 
of  the  Cayahoga  river  on  Lake  Erie,  runs  up  it  to  the  portage  between 
that  &  the  Tuecarawa  branch  of  the  Muskingum,  down  that  Branch  to 
the  Forks  at  the  crossing  place  above  Fort  Lawrence,  thence  westerly  to 
the  Portage  on  that  branch  of  the  big  Miamis  which  runs  into  the 
Ohio  (at  the  mouth  of  which  branch  the  Fort  stood  which  was  taken 
by  the  French  in  1752)  then  along  the  said  portage  to  the  Great 
Miamis  river — down  that  to  Lake  Erie,  &  thence  along  the  shore  of  it 
again  to  Cayahoga — All  lands  not  included  within  these  boundaries  the 
Indians  cede  for  ever  to  the  United  States  of  America — in  consideration 
of  the  presents  they  received  at  Fort  Macintosh — &  a  further  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  then  actually  delivered  them;  and 
the  above  nations  bind  and  oblige  themselves  not  to  sell  or  alienate  any 
of  the  lands  they  have  thus  retained  for  their  hunting  grounds  to  any 
person  or  sovereign  except  the  United  States.  It  is  understood  and 
agreed  that  the  Indians,  so  long  as  they  demean  themselves  peaceably, 
are  to  hunt  on  the  lands  they  have  ceded  to  the  Americans. 

5.  If  any  murder  or  robbery  is  committed  the  Indian  is  to  be 
delivered  up  &  dealt  with  according  to  law.  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States  are  to  be  punished  for  every  offence  committed  against  an  Indian 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  against  a  fellow  citizen. 

6.  The  Indians  engage  not  to  steal  horses  on  the  frontiers,  &  to 
protect  licensed  traders  who  may  come  among  them. 

8.  It  is  mutually  agreed  to  defend  each  other  &  to  give  notice  of 
any  hostile  preparations  that  may  be  made  by  any  third  person. 

Xth  The  reservations  made  at  Fort  Macintosh  by  the  Americans  are 

here  renewed  for  the  establishment  of  trading  posts  namely    six  miles 

square  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miamis  River — six  miles  square  on  the  portage 

on   the   branch   of    the   Miamis  which    runs   into    the   Ohio — six   miles 
6 
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on  Sandusky  lake  where  the  old  Fort  stood  &  two  miles  square  on  each 
side  the  lower  rapids  on  Sandusky  river. 

XII.  Michilimakinac  &  twelve  miles  square  they  in  like  manner 
retain. 

XIII.  These  nations  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  under  the  sole 
protection  of  the  United  States  cV:  no  other  power  whatever. 

Memorandum. 

The  Indians  do  by  no  means  consider  this  treaty  as  binding  on  them 
as  a  body  as  many  of  the  principal  chiefs  were  not  only  absent  at  this 
Council-Jire,  but  absolutely  declare  they  never  will  consent  to  such 
accession. 

Onqushaw — the  successor  of  Pontiach — was  much  displeased  at  the 
rashness  <t  folly  of  the  young  men  who  were  seduced  to  sign  it.  The 
Hurons  were  the  most  forward  to  sign  it,  particularly  Duyantale  &  his 
few  confederates — this  nation  is  inconsiderable  in  number  &  influence 
(fc  are  seldom  consulted  on  the  general  political  affairs  of  the  nationa 

Indorsed:  Abstract  of  a  Treaty  concluded  between  the  Indians  A  Americans  at  Fort  Harmer. 

9th  Jany.  1789. 

[  g  56-3,  p  748  ] 


DISTANCE    FROM    QUEBEC   TO   THE    GRAND    PORTAGE. 

Quebec  to  Montreal  60  leagues 180  miles 

Montreal  to  Carleton  Island  60 180 

Thence  to  Niagara  being  the  length  of  Lake  Ontario  50     150 

From  Niagara  to  the  Landing  3 

From      do       to  Fort  Schlosser  3 

From  Schlosser  to  Fort  Erie  312    ((>) 36 

From  Erie  to  Detroit  being  the  East  «fe  West  extremity 
of  Lake  Erie  with  about  20  miles  of  the  Detroit 
River,  80 240 

Total  from  Quebec  to  Detroit 786  English  miles 

From  Detroit  to  Michilimakinac _.     310 

Thence  to  the  Portage 450 

Total... 1,546 

iDdorHAd— Distance  from  Qaebeo  to  the  Grand  Portage. 
Heed  from  Mnf   Iiyiiibiirn«r  .June  2.'i,  17^9. 

{Q56-3,  p876J 


MAPS,  PLANS  AND  SURVEYS  RELATING  TO  DETROIT. 


43 


CATALOGUE   OF   THE  MAPS,  PLANS,  SURVEYS,  &C,   IN  THE   SURVEYOB 

general's  office  at  QUEBEC  AND  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 

COMMANDING  ENGINEER  RELATING  TO  DETROIT 

AND  NEIGHBORHOOD. 

J. 


Lakes  Erie,  St.  Clair  &c.  &c.  and  Upper  Country. 


16 


Actnal  Survey  of  the  South  side  of  Lake  Erie  by  Captain  Montresor  1764.    Scale  to  one 

inch  about  3V4  miles. 

Plan  of  Fort  Erie - 45  Toieee 

Sketch   of   the    Southeast   side  of    Lake   Erie   from    the  Falls  of    Niagara  to 

Presqu'  Isle .'. - 8  miles 

Sketch  and  surroundings  of  Preequ'  Isle  from  Capt.  Jos.  Andrews 1  mile 

General  Braddoct'a  Road  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  Fort  Pitt  with  the  Com- 
munication between  Fort  Pitt  and  Presqu'  Isle Smiles 

Plan  of  Fort  Pitt - 200feet 

Rough  sketch  of  the  Communication  between  Fort  Pitt  and  Sandnsky  Lake. 

Sketch  of  Sandusky  Lake  on  the  South  side  of  Lake  Erie Smiles 

Sketch  of  the  8£ime  by  Capt  Grant - 2  miles 

Sketch  of  the  Miamis  Bay  at  the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie  by  Capt  Burnet... 1  mile 

Sketch  of  the  River  Miamis  by  Lieut.  Dnvernet 2  miles 

Sketch  of  the  River  Osabache  by  the  same  1778 21eagne8 

Sketch  of  part  of  Lake  Erie  from  Miamis  Bay  to  the  River  Detroit... 2  miles 

Actnal  survey  of  the  Narrows  between  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  St.  Clair  by  Lieat. 

Brehme — -  600  yards 

Plan  of  the  old  Fort  at  Detroit  by  Lieut  Duvernet.    Scale  to  1  inch  200  feet. 

Plan  and  section  of  the  new  Fort  at  Detroit  begun  Novr  177S  by  the  same— 200  feet. 

Brovillon  of  Do. 

Survey  of  Hog  Island  in  the  River  Detroit  1780  by  the  same 250  yards 

Sketch  of  the  Island  of  Michilimakinac  at  the  Northwest  end  of  Lake  Huron. 

Plan  of  the  Fort  Michilimakinac  on  the  South  main lOToises 

Brovillon  of  Do  with  remarks. 

Plan  and  section  of  a  Fort  proposed  for  the  Island  of  Michilimakinac  &cc  April 

1780 50  feet 

Plan  of  the  Interior  Line  of  the  Parapet  to  Do  being  1,546  feet  in  circuit 50  feet 

Plan  and  Section  of  a  Fort  proposed  for  the  Island  of  Michilimakinac  being 

Second  Project,  the  interior  1,689  feet  in  circnit. 

Ditto  a  third  project  951  feet  ditto. 

Section  to  above  Plans .' 10  feet 

Plan  of  a  Block  House  proposed  for  the  new  Fort  at  Michilimakinac  Island 4  feet 
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Lakes  Erie,  St.  ("lair,  ic.  Ac.  and  Upper  Coaatry. 


Plan  of  Do  with  alterations ..       4  feet 

Hection  of  the  same 4  feet 

Roagh  sketch  of  the  wharf  of  Michilimakinac. 

Fair  copy  of  do. 

Plan  of  Fort  Michilimakinac  shewing  its  present  state  with  a  project  for  secnring 
it  against  a  surprise  before  the  winter  sets  in  by  Lt.  Uockings  Sept.  20th  17S2. 
Scale  to  one  inch  40  feet. 

Sections  of  the  same.  8  feet 

Plan  of  the  powder  magazine  unfinished  at  Michilimakinac 5  feet 

Plan  of  the  officers  Barracks  at  Do 10  feet 

Sketch  of  the  Ottawa  River,  Lake  Nipissing  and  Frenchman's  River  shewing  the 
communication  between  the  Lake  of  Two  Mountains  and  Lake  Hnron  by  Lt. 
Hockings.. 6  miles 

Sketch  of  the  Rivers  Oenanencoin  &,  Ridean  between  the  River  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  Ottawa  with  some  description  of  the  Land  on  these  Rivers  also  the  Lands 
between  Carillon  and  the  Obandiere  on  the  Ottawa. 

Sketch  of  Lake  Huron  1788  Capt.  Mann,  12  geographical  miles. 

Plan  of  Fort  Lernonlt  at  Detroit. 

Plan  of  Kentucki 10  miles 

Survey  of  the  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  from  Fort  Erie  to  the  entrance  of  Detroit 
River  17«9  by  Patrick  McNiff 2  milea 
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"  Journal    of    the    Proceedings  of    the    Land    Committee    upon    His 
"  Excellency    the    Right   Honorable   Lord    Dorchester's  order  of    refer- 

*  The  following  sabjects  are  portions  of  this  Journal,  which  have  heretofore  been  pnblished  in  these 
Collections  and  are  here  omitted. 

Proclamation  setting  off  the  District  of  Hesse,  July  21,  1783.    |  Pnblished  in  Vol.  11,  page  620.] 
Appointments  by  His  Kxcellency  the  (iovernor,  for  District  of  Hesse,  Quebec  24tli  July,  178.H.    [Pnb- 
lished in  Vol.  11,  page  621. 1 

Copy  of  Minutes  of  the(/Ouncil  upon  State  business,  from  23rd  October,  1788,  to  Slst  Dececmber  fol- 
lowing.    [  Published  in  Vol.  12,  page  310.  J 
Twontieth  report  of  the  Land  <\>mmittoe,  yaeboc  13ih  Oct.  1789.    [Published  in  Vol.  11,  page  826.] 
Mintiteeof  the  proceedings  of  the  Ijand  Coiiiniittee,  (jaebec  24th  Oct.,  17KS,    [Published  in   Vol.  11, 
page  Q27.I 

KeportB  of  the  private  committee  and  of  the  comniiltee  of  the  whole  council   concorning  the  adminis- 
tration of  Justice  in  th«  District  of  Ilt^nse.     Nov.  14,  17^8.    (  Publisho*!  in  Vol.  11,  page  6.^^.] 
llep<irt  of  name.  January  13.  17K9.     |  Publishod  in  Vol.  12,  page  2.  | 

MiQutos  of  the  Lnnil  Koanl.  District  of  HeHHe,  7th  Dec.  1789.     |  Published  in  Vol.  12,  pace  17.] 
Extract  from  Minutes  of  Land  Hoard,  22nd  May,  \TM).    |  Published  in  Vol.  12.  page  27.] 
I^etter  from   Col.  McKee  to  the   Land    Hoanl,  dated    Detroit   23d   May,  17iiU.     [Publishod   in    Vol.    12, 
page  28.] 
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"  ence  of  the  20th  October  1790  of  certain  papers  transmitted  to  the 
"  office  of  the  Governor's  Secretary  by  t>^e  Land  Board  of  Hesse 
"  relative  to  impediments  that  have  kept  ^  back  the  Settlement  of  the 
"  Lands  on  the  East  Side  of  the  Streight  of  Detroit." 

"  Friday  22d  October  1790. 
"  Present 

"  Mr  Finlay  in  the  Chair 

"  Mr.  Collins 

"  Mr.  Grant 

"  Eead    Mr  Secretary    Motz's    Letter    to  the  Chairman,  in   the  words 
"  following. 
"Sir 

"  The  Papers  herewith  sent  relative  to  the  Transactions  in  the  Land 
"  Granting  Department  in  Hesse,  are  referred  by  His  Excellency  the 
"  Governor,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Land  Committee,  who  are  to 
"  make  full  investigation  into  the  causes  of  the  difficulties  and 
"  impediments,  which  appear  to  have  hitherto  obstructed  the  Progress 
"  of  Settlement  in  that  important  Frontier,  and  to  report  the  same 
'*  with  due  Particularity,  with  their  opinion,  on  consulting  with  the 
"  Surveyor  General's  office,  of  the  best  means  of  removing  them,  and 
"  giving  effect  to  the  several  instructions  issued  from  time  to  time 
"  respecting  the  settlement  of  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown,  in  that 
"  District. 

"  It  having  been  suggested  that  the  Reservations  in  the  late  Indian 
"  Cession  in  favour  of  the  Murons.  may  be  very  incommodious  to  the 
"  County  Town  of  Hesse,  on  that  side  of  the  Streight,  and  to  the 
"  Indians  themselves.  His  Lordship,  with  a  view  of  serving  both  them 
"  and  the  common  Interest,  authorises  the  Land  Committee  to  corre- 
"  spond  with  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse,  as  well  as  with  Sir  John  John- 
"  son,  and  any  other  persons,  from  whom  they  may  hope  for  full 
"  Information  concerning  the  object  and  intended  use  of  these  reserva- 
"  tions,  as  well  as  the  practicability  of  such  means,  as  may  be 
"  suggested  for  satisfying  the  Huron  Indians  in  any  other  Part  of  the 
"  District  &  upon  what  terms." 

"And  the  Committee  are  in  their  Eeport  to  subjoin  the  whole  of  their 
"Correspondence  upon  this  subject,  and  make  it  known  to  all  from  whom 
"they  may  desire  any  Information.  That  their  Communications  will  be 
"put  upon  the  public  files  of  that  Branch  of  the  Council  Office,  which 
"relates  to  the  grant  of  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown. 

"  I  am  &ca 

"The  Papers  mentioned   in   the  Schedule  were  laid  upon  the  table — 
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"Schedule  of  the  Inclosures. 

*'l.  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  to  the  Comnjand- 
"ing  Officer  at  Detroit  dated  the  15th  May  1789. 

"2.  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  of  the 
"14th  August  1789. 

"3.  Letter  from  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  to  His  Excellency  Lord 
"Dorchester  dated  28th  August  1789,  with  three  Inclosures  marked  A. 
"B.  C. 

"4.     Instructions  to  the  Laud  Board  of  Hesse  dated  2d  Sept.  1789. 

"5.  Letter  by  order  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  to  the  Land 
"Board  of  Hesse  dated  5th  October  1789. 

"6.  Letter  from  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  to  His  excellency  Lord 
"Dorchester  dated  17th  October  1789. 

"7.  Letter  by  command  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  to  the 
"Land  Board  of  Hesse,  dated  21st  January  1790. 

"8.  Report  from  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  dated  1st  June  1890 
"inclosing  their  Minutes  to  that  Day — 

"9.  Continuation  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  to  the 
"12th  August  1790. 

"10.  Minutes  of  a  Council  held  with  the  Indians  near  Detroit  dated 
"the  19th  May  1790. 

"11.  Original  deed  of  Cession  of  Indian  Territory  in  the  District  of 
"Hesse,  dated  19th  May  1790,  with  a  Plan  of  the  Tract  indorsed  thereon. 

"12.     Letter  from  the  Indian  agent  at  Detroit,  dated  25th  May  1790. 

"13.  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Robertson,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
"Land  Board  of  Hesse  dated  the  7th  June  1790. 

"14.  Letter  from  the  Acting  Surveyor  of  the  District  to  Mr  Deputy 
"Surveyor  General,  dated  21st  Sept.  1790,  with  7  Inclosures  numbered 
"la  7." 

"Read  a  note  from  Mr.  Secretary  Motz  to  the  Chairman  in  the  words 
"following 

"Sir, 

"Mr.  Robertson,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse 
"being  now  in  Town  on  his  way  to  England,  the  Committee  will  have 
"an  opportunity  of  communing  yi'ith  him  on  the  Subject  of  the  refer- 
"ence  now  sent  respecting  that  District. 

"Mr.  Robertson  at  the  desire  of  tlie  Chairman  attended  the  Committee, 
"A-  Mr.  Mot/'s  letter  of  the  20th  Inst  to-<4her  with  the  Minutes  of  the 
"  Land  Board  of  Hesse  having  been  read  in  his  presence,  he  was  re(pieRted 
"to  inform    the  Board    what  he  knows    relative    to  a  certain  portion  of 
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"Land  of  Seven  Miles  Square  mentioned  in  the  Deed  of  Cession  of  a 
"large  Tract  lately  made  at  Detroit  to  the  Crown  by  the  Indians  of  the 
"Pottawatomie  Nation,  the  Chippawa  Nation,  &  the  Ottawa  Nation  on 
"the  19th  of  May  last,  which  Portion  of  Seven  Miles  Square  is  reserved 
"as  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  those  Nations,  &  other  Indians. 

"Mr.  Robertson  replied 
Viva  voce  In-  «'  That  he  considers  the  Portion  supposed  to  be  reserved 
Mr.  Robert-  "  ^^^  ^^®  ^s®  ^^  ^^®  Indians  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the 
son  a  member  "  Tract  Ceded  by  the  above  mentioned  deed  of  the  19th  of 
Board  of^esse  "  ^^Y  l^st,  to  have  been  vested  in  the  Crown  by  a  former 
relative  to  "  Deed  granted  the  15th  May  1786.*  He  further  says,  he  by 
at^theTiver  "  °^  meaus  conceives,  the  reserve  mentioned,  to  be  necessary 
Canard.  "  for    the    comfort    of   the   Indians    now,    more  than    it  was 

"  at  the  time  it  was  ceded  in  May  1786,  when  the  Indians  themselves 
"  whose  property  it  then  was,  voluntarily  pressed  it  upon  the  Indian 
"  Agent  Mr  McKee,  as  appears  by  his  memorial  transmitted  to  the 
"  Land  Board  of  Hesse,  &  of  which  he  accepted  a  grant  in  the  name 
"  &  for  behalf  of  the  Crown." 

"Mr  Robertson  observes,  that  if  the  Tract,  (already  the  Crown's) 
"  were  to  be  given  back  to  the  Indians,  it  would  greatly  impede  the 
"  Settlement  of  that  important  Frontier  by  taking  away  the  means 
"  of  establishing  a  Fort  and  garrison  at  the  fittest  place  as  pointed 
"  out  by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  province,  at  the  very  spot  which 
"  commands  the  Water  Communication,  being  as  it  were  the  Key 
"  to  the  Upper  Countries.  Were  it  to  be  ceded,  the  chain  of  Set- 
"  tlement  would  be  broken  where  it  ought  obviously  to  be  the 
"  strongest." 

"  Mr  Robertson  further  adds.  That  obstructions  to  the  Settlements 
"  there  have  been  thrown  in  the  way,  and  objections  made  to  the 
"  proceedings  of  the  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse  by  interested  Persons 
"  claiming  right  to  extensive  Tracts  under  Grants  from  the  Natives, 
"  which  they  wish  to  retain  &  so  make  Traffic  of  the  Waste  Lands  of 
"  the  Crown,  which  cannot  be  held  by  individuals  under  any  Title 
"  Originating  by  Grant  from  the  Indians. 

"  Mr  Robertson  referred  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Land  Board  of 
"  Hesse  and  to  the  Papers  which  were  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the 
"  Secretary,  for  the  Statement  of  the  Transaction,  relative  to  the  Deed 
"  of   Cession  of   the  Tract  in  Question. 

"  Mr  Robertson  withdrew 

For  deed  granted  May  15,  1786,  see  page  27. 
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*'   WEEKLY    MEETING    OF   THE   LAND   COMMITTEE. 

"  Friday  20  November  1790 
"  Present 

"  Mr.  Finlay  in  the  Chair 

"  Mr.  Collins 

"  Mr.   Grant 

*'  Mr.  De  Lanaudiere 

"  The  Chairman  observed  to  the  Committee,  that  as  their  Time  had 
"  been  wholly  taken  up  in  attending  public  business  previous  to  the 
"  Departure  of  the  last  Ships  for  England,  which  had  long  pre- 
"  vented  them  from  attending  to  the  Land  Business,  he  proposed  to 
"  get  quit  of  the  Sundry  Petitions  that  had  been  sent  in,  since  the 
"  22d  October,  •  the  Day  on  which  they  entered  upon  the  Considera- 
*'  tion  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  before  they 
"  should  resume  that  business,  which  was  agreed  to. 

"  Read  again  Mr  Secretary  Motz's  Letter  addressed  to  the  Chairman 
"  of  this  Committee,  dated  the  20th  October,  together  with  all  the 
"  Papers  therein  mentioned  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
"  mittee  vizt. 

"Paper  No  1,  2,  8— with  its  inclosures  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13 
"  &  14,  The  Day  being  far  spent   in  reading   those    papers,    the    Com- 
"  mittee  deferred    the  further  consideration  of  them,  until  Friday  next 
"  at  Ten   o'clock. 
[Q  58-2,  p  311]  , 

"weekly    MEETING   OF   THE    LAND   COMMITTEE. 

"Friday  3d  December  1790. 
"  Present 

"  Members,  as  at  the  last  Meeting. 

"  Resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  business  from  the  Land  office 
*'  Board  of  Hesse,  &  began  with  the  Papers  noted  in  the  Schedule 
"  annexed  to  Mr.  Motz's  Letter  or  Order  of  reference  of  22d  October, 
"  conformable    to    the   resolve  at  last  meeting. 

"  Read  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  No  1.  to  Major 
"  Close  dated  Quebec  l')th  May  1789,  with  order  to  lay  out  a  Town- 
"  Paper  No  1.  *'  ship  opposite  to  the  Isle  Bois  Blanc,  District  of  Hesse  to 
••or.ier  to  Uy  ..  j^^  ^.^jj^^  George  Town,  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be, 
"•hipopp<Miit«  "  according  to  the  Plan  sent;  further  Ordering,  that  Claims 
••  Blanc  "  on  the  part  of   Indians  to  any  Lands  in  those  Parts  to  be 

"  satisfied  previous  to  the  disposal  of  any  part  of  the  Township,  of  which 
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"  Claims  Mr.  McKee,  Deputy  Superintendant  of  Indian  affairs  to  be 
"  duly  notified,  in  case  Sir  John  Johnson's  Orders  and  Instructions  to 
"  him  may  have  miscarried. 

"  Read  Paper  No  2.  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Land  Board 
"  of  Hesse  14th  August  1789,  where  it  appears  that  the  Land  pointed 
"  No  2  *'  out   for   the   Township  of   George  Town,  was  not  then  yet 

I' The  Indians   »  ^ought  from  the  Indians  as  Mr.  McKee  informed  the  Board 

'had  disposed  ^ 

"  of  the  Lands  "  &  that  he  had  not  received  any  directions  from  Sir  John 
"the  Site  of  "  Johnson  relative  thereto,  but  he  gave  the  Board  to  under- 
"  George  Town  "  stand  that  the  Indians  had  disposed  of  that  land  to  certain 
"I. ofBois  "  officers  and  others  (who  had  served  with  them  during  the 
''  Blanc  «  late  War)  by  a  written  deed  dated  the  7th  June  1784. 

"  The  Board  of  Hesse  forebore  to  give  orders  to  the  Deputy  Surveyor 
"  of  the  District  to  lay  out  George  Town  as  they  found  (by  a  Letter 
"Encoar-  "  fi'om  His  Excellency  Sir  Frederick  Haldimand  to  Lieut 
"agemt.  "  Govemor  Hay  of  Detroit  dated  14th  August  1784*)  it  was 

"  1784  to  settle  "  ©njoiued  that  all  due  encouragement  should  be  given  to 
"  ^^  t^«*  ^^^^  "  Captains  Caldwell  &  Elliot  to  settle  on  that  Land,  meaning 
"  the  Land   now   pointed  out  for  the  Site  of  George  Town.  ^  . 

"  In  consequence  of  that  Letter  it  appears  that  Lieut.  Governor  Hay 
"  did  order  Mr.  Fry  to  lay  out  four  Lots  of  six  acres  in  front  each,  fox 
"Possession  "  Captains  Bird,  McKee  Caldwell  &  Elliot,  but  that  tboco 
"  given  to  "  gentlemen  at  that  time  actually  occupied  Forty  acres  (Ten 
"  McKee,  Caid- "  ©ach)  in  front,  the  whole  space  opposite  to  the  Isle  ^mh 
"  well  &  Elliot  i'  Blanc,  by  special  Promise  from  the  Indians,  in  the  poscca 

"  in  1784  &  .  . 

"confirmed  in  "  siou  of  which  they  Were  secured  so  lately  as  1787,  by  Mejor 
"  1787.  u  ]y;athews,  then  acting  under  written  Instructions  from  Lor4 

"  Dorchester  as  the  Board  of  Hesse  sets  forth;  so  that  they  could  not, 
"  under  such  circumstances,  press  obedience  to  the  Instruction  tr.4,!2£- 
"  mitted  for  laying  out  George  Town. 

"  Read  a  Letter  from  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  to  Lord  Dorchester 
"  dated  22d  August  1789,  stating,  that  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  MciSTiff' 
"No 3.  The  "  the  Deputy  Surveyor  (which  was  but  lately)  they  could 'noif 
"Orownhad     "proceed    to  Busiuess.      That  their   Progress  was  obstruc'ted 

"  no   Lands  in       ^  . . 

"the District  "  in  consequeuce  of  Information  from  Al.  McKee  Esqr.  Deputy 
"of Hesse        "Superintendant  of   Indian  Affairs,  that  none  of   the  Lahd^ 

"  Individnals  ^  '  .  '    . 

"  Claim  exten-  "  in  Hesse  had  yet  been  purchased  from  the  Indians  for 
"thlrennder  "  ^^^^  Crowii,  altho  they  had  been  parcelled  out  in  large 
"Indian  Granf  "  grants  to   Individuals    by    the  Indians  so  as  to  leave  none 

*  Letter  pnblished  in  Vol.  20,  page  246. 
7 
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"  unclaimed  from  Lontj  Point  07i  Ldke  Eric,  all  the  way  to  Lake  Huron. 
"  They  therefore  postponed  the  settlement  of  these  Lands  until 
"  the  right  of  soil  should  be  purchased  from  the  natives.  The 
The  Settlement  "  Board  adds,  that  before  they  were  aware  of  the  Diffi- 
ZeTZnll'T  "  ^"^^y  started  by  Mr.  McKee,  they  had,  upon  the  Petitions 
1789  ontii  the  "  of  Individuals  (from  the  States  as  this  Committee  appre- 
porch^  for  "  ^^^^)  made  Promises  of  grants  of  Lots,  on  their  return 
the  Crown  •'  with  their  Families;  and  that  it  might  be  in  their  Power 
Natives  "  ^^  keep  Faith  with  those  People,  (whom  they  expect   next 

"  spring  1790  not  doubting  but  that  all  Impediments  would  be  removed 
"  in  the  course  of  the  Winter). 

DirectionBto  "The  Board  proposed  to  direct  Mr.  McNifF  to  proceed 
Mr  MciNifiF  the  "  immediately  to  the  survey  of  some  Townships,  &  to  num- 
veyortoSorvey  "  ber  the  Lots,  that  the  Settlers  coming  in  from  the  States 
some  Town-      "  (where   the    printed   Instructions    for   the    conduct   of   the 

ships  that 

settlers  expect-  "  Land  Office  Department  are  in  general  circulation)  might 
ed  might  be     u  ijg  immediately  settled. 

famished  with 

Lot«  "  Read  a    paper    marked   A,   (one   of    three    Inclosures    in 

The  Settle-  "  the  Letter  above  mentioned)  being  the  copy  of  a  Letter 
r-i,atDf  the      u  £j.qj^  Govemor  Sir  Frederick  Haldimand  dated  14th  August 

J  .Anns  oppo- 

site  to  the  "  1784,  to  Mr.  Hay  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Detroit  stating 
Island  of  Bois  .<  ^^^^  ^^^  Caldwell  of  Colo.  Butler's  late  Corps  (one  of  the 

nlnnc    enconr-  '^  r-       \ 

ayeJ  "  officers  to  whom  the  Hurons  and  other   Indian  Chiefs  had 

*'  given  a  Tract  of  land  of  seven  Miles  Square  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River 
"  Detroit  for  the  Purpose  of  Settling  amongst  them)  had  applied  to  him 
'  for  his  sanction  to  settle  thereon;  That  tho'  not  in  his  power  to  gratify 
•'  tl^e  wishes  of  the  Persons  concerned  and  of  the  Indians  on  that  head, 
"  oy  confirming  their  gift  immediately,  yet,  he  considered  the  intended 
'  Settlement  might  prove  of  infinite  utility  to  the  strength  and  interest 
*'  of  the  Province  and  therefore  wished  to  give  it  every  encouragement 
o -ill  his  power.  That  he  had  agreed  that  His  Majesty's  Loyal  Subjects 
•'dismissed  from  the  Service,  should  carry  on  their  improvements,  until  the 
Directions  *  If^nCi  could  be  laid  out,  and  (/ranted  according  to  the  Kimfs 
Kiw.n  to  have  "  instriicfions.     Lieutenant  Governor  Hay  was  directed  to  give 

the  Ijand  made  ,.  ,  .  i        i  ■»»•»»    i'  i         i  i    i 

■ov«rUjthe  orders    for    that    purpose,  and    that    Mr.   McKee    Hhould  be 

icinKbythe      •'  directed  to  get  the  Indians    to  make  over  to  the   King  the 

indiaDH  for  the 

i'arix)#wof  "  Land  in  (Question  for  the  purpose  they  wished;  But  it  was 
jrrantinK  it       «.  ^  j^^  made    known  at    the  same    time,  tlitd    two    thousand 

accordiuK  to 

Hin  Maj8«ty'H     "  yunls  fvoiii  tlie  center  ivould  he    reserred  on    all  sides  for 
nstructons.    ,,  ^y^^,   jjnrjtose  of  estahHnli in<j   a   Post   which    from   Captain 
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*'  Caldwell's    Information  would    be   necessary    at    the  entrance   of    the 
"  Eiver. 

"  Three  o'clock  adjourned. 

[  Q  58-2,  p  317  ] 


"  Friday  10th  December  1790 
"  Present 

"  Mr.  Finlay  in  the  Chair 
"  Mr.  Collins 
"  Mr.  Grant 

"  Bead    a     Paper    marked    B.     (one    of    3    Inclosures    in     No    3) 
"  endorsed  "  Letter  from   Lieutenant   Governor  Hay   to  the 

Lot  opposite 

to  Isle  of  Bois  "  Deputy  Surveyor  Mr  Fry,"  being  an  Order  to  measure  off 

BJanctobe       a  certain  Lotts    for    the    Gentlemen    designed    by  the    Corn- 
measured  ofif  to 
the  grantees  of  "  mauder  in    Chief  to  settle  on  the    Lands  near    the    mouth 

the  Indians  u  ^£  Detroit  Eiver,  given  by  the  Indians  by  the  King  for 
"  that  purpose,  that  they  may  make  improvements  to  begin  at  the 
"  lower  end  of  Captain  Caldwell's  field,  measuring  due  South  all  the  way 
"  to  Lake  Erie. 

Farther  direc-  "  Read  paper  marked  C  (another  of  the  inclosures  in  No.  3 
tionsiniT-     «' indorsed    Copy    of    Instructions    from    the  Eight    Honble 

given  to  ^•'  ^  ° 

encourage  the  "  Lord  Dorchester  to  Major  Mathews  28th  August  1788  " 
thrETide^of''^  "  ^^i^ecting  that  every  possible  encouragement  be  held  out 
the  streight.  of  "  f or  Settling  on  the  east  side  of  the  River  Detroit,  &  to 
"  discourage  (but  with  prudence  and  address),  those  who 
No  Land  to  be  "  Settle  near  us  on  the  other  side — No  Settlers  on  any  accot. 
claimed  b^  ^^ "  *°  place  themselves  on  Land  belonging  to  the  Indians, 
Indians  "  before    it  shall    have   been    purchased    from    them  for   the 

"  Crown's  use:  directing  further,  to  report  on  a  number  of  claims 
"  respecting  Lands  &  Lots  in  the  Settlement  of  Detroit,  upon  which 
''  Houses  are  Built,  &  State  the  particulars  of  each,  with  an  opinion 
"  thereon,  distinguishing  those  within  our  Line  from  those  without — 
"  Also,  To  Report  the  Progress  made  by  some  Loyalists  in  their  Settle- 
*'  ment  on  a  Spot  originally  proposed  for  this  class  of  men  on  the  East 
"  side  of  Detroit  River,  &  to  state  his  Ideas  fully,  of  what  may  be  done 
"  for  its  further  encouragement,  as  well  as  for  establishing  a  Military 
"  Post  in  that  Quarter. 
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'No  4  "Read  a  Letter  (marked  No.  4)  from  Lord  Dorchester  to 

The  Land  ^ 

*  Board  of  '•  the  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse  2d  Sept.  1789,  Instructing 
'  instrncted  *'  the  Board  to  consider  a  Tract   of    Land  West    of    Niagara 

*  1789 t!r**™'^  '  °^  ^^^  Banks  of  Lake  Erie  and  towards  Lake  Huron,  to 
'consider a  "  be  surveved   and  parcelled  out    for   the   accommodation   of 

'  Tract  of 

*  Land  on  "  Loyalists  and  others,  taking  care  to  comprehend  within  that 
'&  towards  "  Tract,  all  Lands  possessed  or  claimed  by  individuals  under 
'  t^b^*6n"°'^°°  "  pretence  of  private  purchases,  or  of  grants  from  Indians, 
'veyedA         "on  the  side   opposite  to   the    Post   of    Detroit,  be    compre- 

'  parcelled  out  _       _ 

'to  Loyalists  "  heuded  within  the  Tract  to  be  surveyed;  no  part  of  which 
'  part  of  it  to  "  ^^  ^^  be  granted  to  individuals  until  ceded  to  the  Crown 
'be granted     "  by  the    Indians.       Mr.    McKee   the    officer    of    the    Indian 

'  to  indi- 

'  vidnais  nntii  "  Department  to  be  called,  to  know  the  Temper  and  dispo- 
'  crown.  "  sition  of  the  Indians,  &  ascertain  the  extent  of  Country  to 

'Mr.  Mc.  Kee  '^  be  treated  for  consistent  with  their  comfort;  &  Mr.  McKee 

'  to  obtain 

•a  cession  of  "  will    then    take    the    necessary    steps    to   obtain    from    the 

'  from  th^       "  Iiidians   their   clear   and   compleat    cession   to   the    Crown. 

Indians  to     u  Next,   the    Board  is  to   chuse  a    proper  Scite  on    the  East 

the  crown. 

"  side  of  the  streight  of  Detroit  for  a  County  Town,  which, 
'Town  to  be  "  f  rom  its  preferable  Situation  is  recommended  by  His  Lord- 
.  ^  .^^'^.u'^^f*^  "  sliip  to  be  opposite  to  the   Island  of  Bois  Blanc,  but   lest 

site  to  the  I  of  r-  r  r-  > 

'Bois  Hianc  &  '*  its  uuhealthiness,  or  other  circumstances,  may  render  that 
"  situation  not  eligible.  The  Board  will  then  consult  the 
"  Magistrates  officers  of  Militia  &  others,  as  to  a  more  proper  Scite,  & 
"  fix  it  by  a  Majority  of  the  Board  so  formed,  &  when  so  fixed,  the 
"  Surveyor  will  proceed  to  lay  out  the  Township,  when  certificates 
"  will  be  granted  for  Town  &,  Farm  Lots,  according  to  the  General 
"  Instructions. 

'Applications  "Directing  further,  that  as  many  Settlements  have  been 
'rece^i^wi  from  *  ^lade  In  the  Tract  or  extent  of  Country  above  ordered  to 
'  the  occn-      '«  \)q  gurveved  &  laid  out,  under   pretence  of    Eight  derived 

'  pants  of  "^  ...  . 

'Settlements  "  from  grants  made  by  Indians,  applications  may  be  received 
'tobecwied  "  from  the  occupants  for  grants,  stating  the  extent  and  value 
'Grant^madeu  ^f  ^^^  Tracts  and  Improvements,  and  the  grounds  of  their 

accordinK   to  r-  7  i-> 

'the(Jenerai    ««  Claims,  and  the  Board  are  to  give  Certificates  including  the 

'  Inetractions 

'as  to  all         "  Improvements  &  to  proceed  according    to  General  Instruc- 

'  other  vacant         ,  mi  t         ■>         p      \        /-~t 

'Lands of  the     tions,  as  to  all  other  vacant  Lands  of  the  Crown. 
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"Crown  "Bead  No   5.  Letter  5th  October  1789,  from    Henry  Motz 

"No  5  'J 

"Keference  to"  Esqr.  to  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  referring  them  to  the 
"Regniations  "  Instructions  of  25th  August  &  2d  September  which,  (as  he 
"1789^°^^  "notes)  could  not  have  reached  the  Board  when  they  sent 
*'  their  Report  the  28th  August  will  serve  to  obviate  the  difficulties  sug- 
"  gested  in  their  Report. 
.,  „  „  "  Read  No  6.     A  letter  from  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  to 

No  6 

"No  location  "  Lord  Dorchester  17th  October  1789,  owning  Receipt  of  His 
"can  be  "  Lordship's  Letter  of  2d  September,  &  stating  the  Impossi- 

"  granted  in     «<  bility    of    Issuiug  Certificates   to    individuals,    because   the 

*'  th©  Tract 

"between  "  whole  Tract  of  Land  from  Pointe  au  Playe*  in  Lake  Erie, 
"  Point  aqx     a  ^q    Lake    Huron     (&    that    for    some    distance    from    the 

"  Places 

"&Lake  '*  Water)    is    occupied,   or   claimed    under     Indian     grants — 

"Hnronastheu  ^  getting  forth,  that  until  the  validity  of  such  claims  can 

whole  is 

"  occupied  or   "be  decided  upon,  the  Settlement  of  the  country  cannot  be 
caime  ,<  effected,  in  conformity    to  the  directions  in   the    Letter  of 

under  Indn  '  •' 

"grants  in  "the  2d  of  September;  Therefore  praying,  that  the  Board 
"  may  be  vested  with  Power  to  enquire  into  and  settle  those 
"  claims  as  they  may  occur,  &  to  proceed  on,  the  guidance  of  their  own 
"  Judgment  in  cases  where  difficulties  may  start  up,  that  have 
"  evidently  escaped  Lord  Dorchester's  animadversion,  or  where  delay 
"  would  be  hurtful  to  the  Progress  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Colony. 
..j^^,  "  Read  No  7.      Mr.  Secretary    Motz's  Letter  to  the  Land 

"  The  Board  of  "  Board  of  Hesse  dated  21st  January  1790.  His  lordship 
"power to  "  leaves  it  to  the  Board  of  Hesse  to  use  the  prudent  exercise 
"enquire  into  '<  q£   their    authority   in   all   cases    where   on  account  of  the 

"  &  settle  all  /.     i        tn 

"claims for  "  remoteuess  of  the  Distance,  unforeseen  circumstances  may 
^1  Lands  under  a  render  it  necessary.  But  His  Lordship  does  not  perceive 
"  Grants  "  any  equitable  claims    (from  the  information  hitherto  trans- 

"  mitted)  within  any  other  purchases  or  cessions  than  in  that  cession 
"  to  officers  &  others  of  the  Indian  Department  June  1784,  consequently 
"  the  Board  will  find  scope  for  their  trust  to  operate  in  every  other 
*'  part  of  the  District.  The  Letter  was  accompanied  with  Mr.  McKee's 
"  memorial  and  Deed  for  the  Tract  at  the  River  Canard  ceded  by  the 
"  Indians  to  the  Crown  on  the  15th  May  1786,  for  the  consideration 
"  and  proceedings   of  the  Board  agreeable    to  the  General  Instructions. 

*  Point  Pel6. 
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"N°8  "Read  a  Letter  No    8    (Ist   June    1790)    from    the    Land 

"  Ae  soon  as  ^^ 

"the Land  "  Board  of  Hesse,  coneistini^  of  Wm  D.  Powell  Esqr.  Wil- 
•' Board  of        u  j-^^^  Kobertson  Esqr.  &  Alex  Grant  Esqr,     To  Lord  Dor- 

"  Hesse  are  in 

"  possesion  of  **  chester  informing  His  Lordship  that  they  had  ordered  an 
..  *  """T!^        *'  early  Report  of  a  Survey  of  the  Front  of  a  Tract  purchased 

OE  106  X  raCt 

"  lately  pnr-  "  from  the  Indians,  and  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  in  posses- 
"  the  indi^  "  ®^°°  ^^  ^^'  ^^^^^  ^^^^  proceed  to  grant  Locations,  S:  further 
"theywiu  "praying  His  Lordship  to  obtain  from  the  Indians,  for  the 
"  location  "  Welfare  of  the  Loyalists  and  of  the  Settlement  an  unre- 
"certiScates  "served  cession  of  the  Tract  about  a  mile  in  front  &  120 
"  acres  in  depth  of  the  Waste  Land  near  the  Church,  leaving  to  them, 
"  a  building  for  Public  Worship. 

•'The Land  "  This    Committee    learn    from    the    Minute    of    the    Land 

"  ^o™«>ittee     "  Board  of  Hesse  of  the    14th  August    1789   That   the  Land 

"  find  by  the 

"  minate  of  "  intended  for  the  Scite  of  George  Town  as  mentioned  in 
"  '^«  ^*°*^       "  Mr    Motz's    Letter    15th    June,    has    not,    as    Mr    McKee 

"  Board  of 

"Hesse that  in  "  informed  the  Board,  been  purchased  from  the  Indians,  and 
Aug  1. 1789.     4,  ^^^^  j^g  ^^^  ^Y^^^    ^^  Instructions  from    Sir  John  Johnson 

seeing  by  Mr. 

"  McKee's  "  to  that  efiPect,  but  he  gives  information  that  the  Indians 
"  there  was  no  "  ^^^  divested  themselves  of  the  Land  in  Question  in  favour 
'•  waste   lands  "  of  Certain  oflBcers  who    had  served    with    them    during  the 

"  at  the 

"disposal  of  "  war,  by  deed  of  cession  the  7th  June  1784,  and  stating 
'•Ihlwhrie'  '^*^^^  ^^^  Frederick  Haldimand,  (on  the  14th  August)  had 
"  being  claimed  "  enjoined  Lieut  Governor  Hay  to  give  all  due  encourage- 
"«Tint«  °  '^  "  °i®°^  ^°  Capt  Caldwell  &  Elliot  to  settle  on  the  Land  now 
"they post-  "pointed  out  for  the  Scite  of  Georfjc  Town  and  that  in 
"  ther  procee<i-  "  consequeuce  thereof,  Forty  acres  in  Front  being  the  whole 
"ings until      "space  fronting  the  Length   of    the    Isle    Bois    Blanc    (The 

"those    claims  ^       ^        ct     •  r       /-^  m\  11  1 

"coaidbe  intended    Scite    of    George    Town)    was    granted    by    the 

"settled.  "  Indians  to  officers  that  had  served  with  them  during  the 
"  war,  and  the  Possession  of  that  Tract  was  confirmed  in  1788  by 
"  Major  Mathews,  by  authority  from  Lord  Dorchester  and  therefore 
"  the  Board  defer  any  further  progress  until  they  shall  be  instructed 
"  how  to  proceed  supposing  that  it  is  not  in  contemplation  to  dis- 
"  possess   the   present  occupiers. 

"  The  Board  find  no  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  within  the  late 
"  Purchase,  free  from  Indian  claims  or  other  claims  so  that  they  can- 
"  not    go   on    to    give    Locations  in  Terms  of  the  general    Instructions, 
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"  until  a  Purchase  is  made  from  the  Indians,  and  the  claims  of  others 
"  under  Indian  Grants  are  settled,  in  the  Tract  from  Long  Point  in 
"  Lake  Erie  to  R.  Chenail  Ecarte  in  Lake  Huron  but  nevertheless 
"  they  think  that  Mr  McNiff  should  be  ordered  to  make  a  Survey  of 
"  &  lay  out  a  Range  of  Townships  from  the  center  of  Long  Point  mov- 
"  ing  on  round  the  Lake  towards  the  Detroit,  or,  at  the  extent  of  the 
"  Land  allotted  by  Major  Close,  moving  down  the  Lake  to  Long  Point. 
"  Notice  given  «  By  the  Minute  of  the  2Ist  May  1790,  it  appears  the 
"Board of  "  Board  were  informed  by  Letter  from  Mr.  McKee  that  a 
"  Heese  in  May  a  cessiou    of    the    Tract    of    Land   west    of   Niagara    on    the 

"1790  that  a 

"cession of  a  "  Bauks  of  Lake  Erie  towards  Lake  Huron  was  completed 
"Tract of        a  according   to  the   Limits, — see  page   14  of    the   Minutes  of 

"  Land  was  " 

"made  by  the  "  the  files,  vizt  from  Catfish  Creek  to  River  Chenail  Ecarte 
'I Indians         "—specified  in  a   Resolve  of  the   Board   of   7th    December 

"accordgto  ^     , 

"the limits  "  1789,  except  the  Land  between  the  Huron  Church  &  the 
"  specified  in  a  ,,  J,. ^^^   au   Jervais   being   120   acres  in   depth,  reserved   for 

"  Resolve  of  -  °  ^       ' 

"  the  Board  of  "  the  Hurous,  together  with  a  Tract,  at  the  River  Canard, 
"  with  reserva- "  beginning  at  the  Indian  officers  Land  running  up  the 
"tions  "  Straight  to  the  French  Settlement  seven  miles  en  depth. 

"  Per  Minute  22d  May  Pages  24  &  25  the  Board  seeing  the  Reserves 

"  take  up  the  whole  of  the  Space  proposed  for  the  Scite  of  George  Town 

"  resolve  to  enquire  of  Capt  McKee  the  reason  for  admitting 

"  the    reserves 

"interfere  "  those  reserves,  and  to  know  the  intended  use  thereof  or 
"  ^^^^  *^,®        "  if  it   should   be   considered    that    these    reasons  ought   not 

"  Scite  of  ° 

"  George  Town  "  to  be  imparted  to  the  Board,  that  then  he  be  directed  to 
"  communicate    the  same  to    Lord  Dorchester. 

"  Further,  that    the  Surveyor  be   enjoined  to  report  a  Survey  of    the 
"  Front     of    the    Tract    lately     ceded     to    the     Crown,    marking     the 
"  Boundaries  of  each  Township  *from    Long  Point  to  Lake  Huron. 
"It would  "  ^^g®  ^'^^^  °^  *^^  Minute  In  a  Letter  of  the  23d  May  to 

"  have  been      «  ^\^q  Board,  Mr  McKee  informs  them  that  he  had  found  it  to 

"  impossible 

"  for  Mr  "  be   impracticable   to   obtain    so    extensive   a   Tract   as   has 

"have obtained  "  been  described  without  paying  some  attention  to  the  claims 
''the extensive  u  qJ  ^j^^  Indians,  besides  complying  with  the  express  orders 
"ceded   with- '«  of  the   Govemor  vizt.     That  all  possible  regard  shall  he 

"out  he  had 

"made the  "  had  to  their  ease  and  comfort  which  would  have  been 
"tionedin  the  "  fnaterially  affected  had  not  the  reserves  been  made  as  they 
"  ^^  "  were. 
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"  Minutes  Page  28th  States,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the 
"  reserves  cannot  serve  for  the  comfort  of  the  Indians  and  that  they 
" The  Board  of  "  cannot  be  of  any  utility  to  them;  and  in  Pages  29,  30  & 
" conceive  that  "  ^^>  The  Board  give  reasons  for  that  opinion;  But  the 
i;^*^^"^^'^^"  President,  Major  Murray,  objects  to  the  entry  in  Lote, 
"of  no  utility  "  and    Mr    Grant   to  a  part   of  it,  as  he  thinks   all    informa- 

"  to  the  . 

"  Indians  "  tiou,  or  Opinion  relative  to  the  Indian  concerns,  ought 
"  to  proceed  from  the  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs;  and 
"  Major  Murray  conceives.  The  Land  Board  of  Hesse  ought  not  to 
"Major  Murray  ''  presume  to  advise  the  Governor  or  Subjects  so  intimately 
"thTBtMu-d  °  "  connected  with  the  Indian  Department,  and  he  sets  forth, 
"thinks that  '*  that  from  the  Report  he  has  seen  from  that  Department 
"  Reeei^ee  the "  *^®  Govemor's  Instructions  have  been  executed  in  the 
"comfort of     "  most    advantageous    manner    for    the    Cfown,  and   that  the 

"  the  Indians  „ 

"  has  been  "  Diost  effectual  meaus  have  been  adopted  for  securing  the 
'•  secured.  «'  comfovt  ciiid  peace  of  Diind  of  tJie  Indians,  and  the 
"  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  Farms  of  the  white  Inhabitants,  by  the 
"  Agent  for  Indians  Affairs  in  the  late  Purchase. 

"  On  this  Information   the    Land  Committee    resolve,  that   the  Chair- 

"  man,    by    the  first  opportunity,    request    of  Sir  John  Johnson  in  the 

"  Resolve  of     "  name  of   the   committee,    to  favor   them    with    his   opinion 

t  e    an        <.  touchiug   the    object   and   Intended    use    of    the     reserva- 

Oommittee  °  "' 

"  to  request  "  tions  made  in  the  last  grant  or  cession  of  Lands  by 
..  ,  .  "    ^      *'  the  Indians  near  Detroit  in  May  last,  and  in  order  to  Shew 

Johnson  to  .  ■'  ' 

"give his  "  to  Sir  Johu  liow  that  request  is  founded,  The  Chairman 
"  touching  the "  ^^^^  *^  ^^^  Same  time  transmit  to  him  a  Copy  of  Lord 
"  intended  use  "  Dorchester's  Order  of  Reference  to   this   Committee  of  the 

'  of  the 

••  reeervoe.  "  20th  of  October  together  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  McKee's  Let- 
"sir  J  John-  '  ^^  °^  ^^^*  M&y  to  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse,  and  the 
"son  to  be       "Committee   resolved    farther.    That    Sir   John    Johnson    be 

"  rpquested    to 

"grivehis  "  entreated  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  best  means  for  satis- 
" the  means  to  "  fyi^g  the  Hurous  in  any  other  part  of  the  District,  in  lien 
••HntiHfythe     „  ^£   ^j^^    ressrves    made    in    their   behalf  A:  on  what    terms, 

Inilians  by  a 

"grant of        "with  any  other  information  Sir  John  may  think  proper  to 

"  IjanclH  elHfv 

•  wher«.  in  lieu  "  communicate  on  the  whole  scope  of  the  Reference, 
"r^Bnorvos  "In   the   6th  Page  of   the  minutes  of  the  Land    Board  of 

"""^"  "  Hessi',  It  is  stated  that  the  Board    after   having  waited  14 
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"  days  after  the  return  of  Mr.  McNiff  the  Surveyer,*  who  informed 
"  the  Board  that  he  had  in  obedience  to  a  written  order  from  the 
"  Commandant  at  the  Post  (Major  Murray)  proceeded  to  the  survey 
"  required  by  the  minute  of  the  Board,  but  that  be  would  not  com- 
"  municate  to  the  Board  his  progress  which  by  the  general  Instructions 
*'  must  come  to  them  through  the  office  at  Quebec.  Upon  which  the 
"  Board  on  the  2d  of  July  gave  Instructions  to  Mr.  McNiff  to  report 
"  a  survey  of  the  Front  of  the  Tract  lately  ceded  to  the  Crown^ 
"  Mr,  McNiff  "  beginning  at  Long  Point  on  Lake  Erie  and  continuing 
•' instructed  by  a -^  to  the   Commencement  of   the  whole  French  Settlements 

"  the  Board  of 

"Hesse to  "  opposite  to  Bois  Blanc,  to  be  guided  in  the  course  of 
•'^rTe'yofthe"  *^^  survey  by  the  X  Article  of  the  Kules  &  Regulations 
"  Tract  trom  '<  for  the  Land  Office  Department  of  the  17th  February 
'to^the  French  "  1^89  and  the  3d  article  of  additional  Rules  and  Regula- 
"  Settlement     u  ^ions  of    25th    August    and    also    instructed   him   to  report 

"  opposite  to 

"Bois Blanc  "a  Variety  of  Information  required  by  Mr.  Motz's  Letter 
"  of  the  19th  of  January  1790  which  can  only  be  done  thro'  the  medium 
"  of  the  acting  Surveyor.  The  Heads  of  the  Information  required  was 
"  delivered  to  Mr.  McNiff  &  pressed  upon  him  for  his  attention 
"  thereto,  to  enable  the  Board  to  report  upon  his  Information  on  the 
"  Subject. 

[  Q  58-2,  p  321  ] 

"  Friday  24th  December  1790. 

"  No  business  was  done  this  day  by  the  Land  Committee.     Mr.  Fin- 
"  lay  &  Mr.  Collins  unable  to  attend. 

"  Friday  31st  December  1790. 
"  Mr.  Collins   still  confined    to  His    House,  &  Mr.  Finlay    being  yet 
"  unable  to  go  abroad,  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Grant  should  meet  Mr.  Fin- 
"  lay  the  next   day,  to  proceed   on  the  examination  of  the  Papers  from 

"  Hesse. 

"  Saturday  1st  January  1791. 
"  Messieurs  Finlay,  Grant  &  De  Lanaudiere  proceeding  to  read  the 
"  Papers  referred  to  the  Land  Committee  the  20th  October — They  took 
"  up  the  Minute  of  the  said  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse  Paper  No  9 
"  beginning  where  the  Committee  had  left  off  the  10th  of  December 
"  Page  15  Minutes  of  the   16th  July. 

*  From  the  survey  directed  by  the  Board. 
8 
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"  The  Board  in  that  day's  Minute,  declare  their  intention  to  make 
"  enquiry  of  the  Persons  interested  in  the  Rumours  concerning  distur- 
*'  bance  given  by  Indians  to  certain  Settlers  in  &  about  the  New 
'•  Settlements  who  have  (as  has  been  said)  been  threatened  by  the 
''  Indians,  that  the  Board  may  be  enabled  to  inform  Sir  John  on  his 
'•  return  from  Michilimakinac  how  that  matter  stands,  that  a  remedy 
''  may  be  applied  to  the  disorders  complained  of. 

"  The   Board  went  into   a  full   explanation   of  their  objections  to  the 
'■  Reserve   made   at  River  Canard — but  the  further  consideration  of  that 
"  Matter  is  referred  to  the  next  attendancce  of  Sir  John. 
••  Mr.  McNiff'8      "  Minute  of  the  30th  July. 

•''^TMe^on^  "  ^^®  Deputy  Surveyor  Mr.  McNifP,  starts  a  difficulty  in 
"theSarvey  "proceeding  on  the  Survey  ordered  by  the  Board  the  2d 
"the  Board  on  "  J^^Y — He  says  there  is  no  Point  fixed  for  the  beginning  or 
"  ^^^  2d  July.    «  for  the  ending  the  Survey  and  moreover,  he  does  not  know 

"  If  the  cession  . 

•'  made  by  the  "  the  extent  of  the  Grants  made  to,  or  claimed  by  the  Indian 
"  Ihe  Offices    "  Officers  opposite  to  the  Island  of   Bois  Blanc,  but  if   they 
"  of  the  Indian  "  extend  seveu  miles  back  they  will  encroach  upon  the  culti-, 
'•extendr^'^     "  ^ated  Farms  of    other  Settlers  who   have  had    lots  granted 
"  seven  miles    "  to  them  by  Government.     Captain  Elliott  informs  the  Board 

'*  b&ck  it  will 

"  encroach  on  "  that  the  Deed  to  the  Indian  Officers  extends  Seven  miles, 
"  t**®  Farms  of  '<  i^^t  he  is  of  Opinion  that  none  of  the  claimants  under  that 

"  other 

"  Settlers.  "  Deed  will  wish  to  disturb  any  Settler  placed  by  Government 
"  ^'^P*-  ^'^^*'"  '•  within  its  extent. 

"  for  the  other 

"  otBcers  says 

"  they  do  not 

"  wish  to 

"  dietnrb  other 

"  settlers 

"  placed  there 

"  by  govem- 

"  ment. 

"  Order  isened 

"  by  the  Board        [  Q    58-2,    p    330  ] 

••McNifTso  "The  Board  are  of  opinion  (without  deciding  on  th(^  pre- 

". Inly  1790 to  ««  teusious  of  the  Claimants  under  tile  Deed  of  7th  June  1784) 

"enrvey  '*  they  may  with    Propriety    direct    the    Deputy  Surveyor  to 

"  '■°°'»>'>K  N.  u  tjegin  to  run  his  Lines  North  from  the   Lake  at    Western 

"  from  the 

"i^knatthe  "Boundary  of  Lot  No  07  in  the  occupation  of  John  Corn- 
••  Western        u  ^^^^    ^^^^^  ^^  ^j.^^^  ^f  ^.j^^.  Board  was  issued  to  Mr.  McNifF 

boundary  of 

••Lot No 97      "accordingly  the  30th  July  1790. 
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"  By  the  minute  of  the  11th  of  August  1790,  Sir  John  Johnson 
"present  (see  paper  No  9  Page  19  &  20).  The  above  order  of  30th 
"  July  was  amended. 

"  Minute  of  13th  August 

"  Major  Smith  President 

"  Some  means  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  future  disputes  with  the  Pro- 
*'  prietors  of  Water  Lots  for  their  rear  Concessions.  See  Petitions  35 
"  to  88,  exclusive  of  Minute  9. 

"  Pages  30,  31  &  32  of  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse,  numbered  9  is  a 
"  Schedule  of  Petitions  received  by  that  Board,  without  noting  the 
"  quantity  of  acres  applied  for. 

„  ^^  ^Q  "  Paper  No  10  referred  Is  the    proceedings   of    a    Council 

.,,,''  held  at  Detroit  the    19th    May    1790,    with    sundry    Indian 

"  Council  held  "^  '  "^ 

"  with  the        "  Nations  upon    the    Cession  of  a  Tract  of  Land    extending 

II  lans        <j  from  Lake  Erie  to  the    Chenail    Ecart6    as   far  as  its  first 

^    .       ,     "  Southern  Fork,  thence  by  an  East   Line  to  the  Kiver  La- 

Ceseion  of  a 

"  Tract  of  "  Franche,  and  along  that  Eiver  until  it  meets  the  line  of 
!.  f"..^**  19  May  «  ^^^^  Messassagai  purchase,  mention  is  made  by  Major  Mur- 

"  1790  on  Lake  o        x-  ^ 

"  Erie  up  to  "  ray,  that  such  part  of  the  Territory  which  the  Ancestors 
'•  chenaiT^  "  ^f  ^^^  Ceding  Indians  granted  to  the  Hurons,  as  they  have 
"  Ecart6  "  found  now  requisite  for  the  general   good   is    reserved  for 

"  their  occupation. 

"  This  reserve  is  explained  by  Egoucheonai,  Chief  of  the  Ottawas, 
"  Beserves  "  *°  ^®  "  ^^om  the  Church  on  the  East  side  of  Detroit 
"  made  for  the  "  River,  to  the  River  Jervais,  as  well  as  a  piece  of  Land 
"  Hurons.  ^  "  Commencing  at  the  Eiver  Canard  extending  upwards  to  the 
"  Line  of  the  Inhabitants." 

"Paper  No  11  is  the  Plan  of  the  Tract  ceded  to  the  Crown  by 
"  the  Indians.  No  12  Is  copy  of  a  Letter  dated  at  Detroit  the  25th 
"  Noll  Plan  "  ^^y  ^"^^^  ^^°^  ^-  McKee  to  Sir  John  Johnson  Bart,  assign- 
"  No  12  "  ing    Reasons    why  the   Reservations   of    certain    Tracts    of 

"  Land  on  the  East  side  of  the  River  Detroit  were  made  for  the  use 
"  of  the  Hui;ons  in  the  Territory  ceded  to  the  Crown  by  the  Lake  Indian 
"  Nations  the  19th  May  last  vizt 

"  The  orders  of  government  for  purchasing  that  Tract  coidd  not 
"  Reasons  wh  "  ^<^*^'^  been  Carried  into  execution  without  these  reservations, 
"the  Reserves '«  and  withoid  them  the  Hurons  would  not  have  decided,  and 
"  the  other  Indians  would  not  have  acquiesced. 
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"  Mr.  McNiff  further  states,  that  the  Intention  &  express  purpose  of 
"The  Deed  of  "  the  Deed  of  cession  of  the  Tract  in  question  made  to  the 
••^8ionn,ade,,  Q^^^^^  j^  1734    ^^^  ^^  rprust  to  him,  to  secure  the  Indians 

"  by  the  ' 

'•  Indians  to      "  from  Encfoachments. 

"  the  Crown  in 
"  17S4  wae 
"  intended  to 
"  to  be  in 
"  trnat  for  the 
"  nee  of  the 
"  Indians  to 
"  secure  that 
"Tract  from 
"the 

"  Encroach- 
"  menta  of 
"  White 
"  Settlers 

"  Paper  No  13  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Robertson  Member  of  the  Land 
"  No  13  "  Bo^^f^  o^   Hesse  to  Mr  Secretary  Motz  the  7th  June  1790, 

"  Mr.  Robert-  "  inclosing  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Smith,  Clerk  of  the 
"  that  the  Deed  *' Bos''^  Stating  tJiat  Mr.  Smith  had  iold  him  that  he  had 
"of  cession  of  «<  drawii   a   Deed  of  Cession  for  ilie  Land   to  he  purchased 

" the  Land 

"  pnrchaaed  in "  <if  the  Indians  agreeable  to  the  minute  of  the  Land 
"  ^^^  ^'^  '*    "  Board  of  7th  December  1789,  without  any  reservations,  but 

"  not  a^eeable 

"  to  the  minnte " //ia<    the    DceH    had    been   altered,    &   reservations   made 
of  the    o      a  without  the  Board's  Privity,   for  which  reason  he  rcquesis 

"of  the  7th  ./'    ^  J. 

"Deer  1789.      "  hts  name  may   be  taken  from  the   Deed   to   which  he  had 

'•  sif/nrd  as  a  ivitness,  thinking  that    it   corresponded  with    the    Minute 

'•  abore  mentioned  <f  the  7th  December,  1789. 

"Paper    No  11.     A  Letter  from  the  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  District 

"  of    Hesse  dated    2l8t   September  1790,  addressed   to    John 
"  No  w  ^  ' 

"  Collins  Esqr  Deputy  Surveyor  General  with  7  luclosures  No 
"  1  a  7  Inclusive. 

"  The  Blow  "  The  scope  of   the  Letter    is   to  shew  the   Surveyor  Gen- 

"  maiie  in  the  "  eral's  office  that  the  slow  progress  made  to  that  Period  in 
••settlement     u   ^^jj         ^^      ^  ^      Lands    of   the    Crowu  in    that   distant 

or  the  waat«  " 

•  lAD.is  of  the  «<  Quarter,  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the   Surveying    Depart- 

"  ('rown  in 

"  Hesae  is  not  "  meut.  The  Board  had  no  land  to  grant  before  the  2Cth 
"  ut«i  to  thf.    "  May,     They  took  from  that  day  to  the  2d  July  to  form  an 

"  surveylnK 
"  Dept 


"  order  of  Survey! 


JOURNAL   OP  LAND  COMMITTEE.  61 

"  Mr.  McNifiF        "  He  regards  three  of  the  members  of  the  Land  Board  as 
.. th^Land^    "inadequate    to    the    Business     (Messrs    Powell,     Grant    & 


Board  from 
a  want  of 


"Robertson)  which  they  themselves,   on  the  10th  of  August 
"  knowledge     "  were  obliged  to  own,  as  he  states. 

"wingUne  "They  have  sat  14  months  without  settling  a  single  lot. 
"areinade-  "  The  first  Order  of    survey    was    imperfect  and    inexplicit 

••qaatetothe  ,,  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^   ^^  executed.     On    the    30th    July   its  defects 

"  BnsinesB  •' 

..  ..u  .   "were  made    known    to    the    Board    (excepting    that   which 

"  Adherence  to  \  x-        o 

"the  general    "referred  to  the  General    Plan  of   Survey).     There   was   no 

"  Plan  for  <•      i        x 

"  settling  "  direction  for  the  course  of  the  Front  lines  of  the  Lots  of 
"  wouw  in^^  "  the  Townships  to  be  laid  out  —  If  the  General  Plan  is  to 
''  this  instance  u  j^^  carried  into  Execution  throughout  the  Settlement  many 

"  ruin  some  ^  " 

"famiiysA      "families  will  be    deranged  &  ruined — And   the    Board   was 

"  derange  <•   n  i     t    i 

"others.  "  advertised  of  this,  prior  to  that  order  of  2d  July- 

"  He  offered  his  service  to  assist  in  making  out  the  Orders  of  Sur- 
"  vey — His  offer  was  taken  amiss  by  Mr  Powell. 

"  A  regular  Plan  of  the  Shore  of  the  Country  (which  the  Board 
"wanted  to  be  surveyed  &  subdivided)  was  laid  before  the  Board 
"The  imprac-  "  ou  the  30th  July,  &  at  the  same  time  the  Plan  adopted 
"ticabiiity  of  u  f^j.   ^^^  general  Form   of   Townships   fronting  on  Lakes  & 

' '  carrying  out  ° 

"Order  of  the  "  Rivers,  &  explained  both,  to  shew  the  impracticability  of 
"ofHesfe''om"c^rryi°g  their  order  of  the  2d  July  into  effect  without 
"July  into  "removing  the  Inhabitants,  by  which  they  would  be  to  a 
"^thont*^  "  man  ruined;  That  the  new  form  or  Plan  was  intended  by 
"injury  to  the  u  (^j^ovemment  to  take  place  only  where  no  former  settlement 

"  settlers  to  i  o        i 

"whom the  "had  been  made.  That  the  people  forming  the  new  Settle- 
"  Faith  of        u  uients    in    Question    were  composed  of    disbanded  Soldiers 

"  Government 

.'is pledged.  "  &  Loyalists,  &  were  settled  there  by  authority  from  Gov- 
"  ernment  in  1787,  when  ninety  seven  Lots  were  laid  out  in  the  best 
"  manner  that  could  then  be  done  by  the  best  Surveyor  they  then 
"  could  find  (not  so  professionally)  &  the  faith  of  government  is  pledged 
"  to  these  People  for  peaceable   enjoyment  of  their  Lots. 

"  After  the  second  order  of   Survey  which    was  more    inexplicit  than 
^    "  the  first  (which  he  communicated  to  a  member  of  the  Board 

"The  second  '^ 

"order  of  sur-  "  Mr  Robertsou)  he  remained  inactive  untill  the  10th  August, 
"  Explicit      "  ^h®^  ^ir  Jo^^  Johnson  Sat  as  President  of  a  Board  called 

"than  the  first  "  ^hat   day.  * 
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"Propoeed  «  jj^  thinks  a  Person  of  Professional  &  official  knowledge 

"that  theBnr- 

"veyorof  "  woulcl  be  a  good  acquisition  to  the  Board;  or,  that  the 
"  *^®   District  u  Surveyor  of  the  District   may  have  authority  to  point   out 

"  beaathorized 

"  to  assist  the  "  to   the   Board   when    issuing   Instructions   such    things    as 
oar  in        «<  ^       l^^  necessary  to  give   clearness    and    method    to    their 

framing  snch  j  j  o 

"  Instructions  "  proceedings. 

"as   they    may 
"  issne  to  him. 

"  He  adds  this  remark  untill  one  or  other  is  the  Case — I  dare  to  affirm 
*'  the  Land  Board  under  the  directions  of  the  former  three  ruling  mem- 
"  bers  will  not  in  three  years  if  left  to  themselves  place  three  familys 
*'  more  on  the   Land  than  are  already  there." 

"  He  assigns  three  reasons,  why  the  present  Land  Board  are  unequal 
"  to  the  settling  of  the  Country. 

"Thegronnds  "  Ist  Their  deficiency  in  knowledge  of  the  Business  of 
"  of  Mr.  Mc      ,<  ^Yie  Surveyor  General's  Department. 

"  NifTs  concep- 

"  tion  that  the  "  2d  Persous  in  Trade,  or  having  been  in  Trade,  or  hav- 
y  members  of  «'  j^g  family  connections  in  Trade  will  rather  retard  than 
"Board  of  "forward  a  Settlement  which  will  injure  the  present  trading 
"  Hesse  are      "  Interest. 

"  thT'^bnsiness      "  ^^     "^^^  Land  Boaid  is  composed  of  too  many  Individ- 
"  assigned        "  uals  one    Persou  only    without    family    connections    whose 
t  em  u  Private  views,  he  might  be  led  to  favour,  would  soon  alter 

*'  the  face  of  affairs  for  the  better  in  that  Country. 

"  The  Inclosures  in  the  foregoing  Letter  are  No  1  Sc  2.  The  two 
"  Orders  of  Survey  mentioned  3,  4,  5,  6  cV:  7,  Letters  from  Mr  McNiff  to 
"  the  Members  of  the  Land  Office  Board  at  Hesse  on  the  Subject  of 
"  the  orders. 

"  N.  B.     Mr.  Collins  <fe  Mr  Grant  considered  the  Report  of   the  Land 

"  Board  of  Hesse  (or  rather  their  opinion  as  stated  in  the  copy  of    their 

*'  Minutes)  referred   by  Lord    Dorchester   to  the  Land  Com- 

"  Report  upon 

"  the  situation  "  mittee  20th  October  for  Report;  and  having  perused  the 
••  Ranglrs  &  "  ^^^^^  "^  ^  Report;  &  having  perused  the  Draft  of  a  Report 
••  Loyalists  "  on  the  situation  of  the  Rangers,  Loyalists  and  others 
•  laid  b«foro  *  intended  to  be  presented  to  Lord  Dorchester  in  Council  as 
"  Lord  "  the  opinion    of    this    committee.     Mr  Collins  &  Mr  Grant 

"  approved  it  &  ordered  it  to  be  engrossed  k  delivered  to  Mr 
*'  Mot/,  this  '5d  January  171>1,  which  was   done  accordingly  by  H.  F.  in 
"  the  Chair. 
[Q  58-2,  p  332] 
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Friday  7th  January  1791. 
*'  The  Members  of  the    Land   Committee    sitting   this    day  in  a  Com- 
"  mittee  of  the  Whole  Council,    could  not   take  up  any  Land  Business. 

"  Friday   14th  January 

"  The  Committee  met 
"  Present 

"  Mr.  Finlay  in  the  Chair 

"  Col.  Caldwell 

"  Mr.  Grant 

"  The  Chairman  submitted  the  Draft  of  a  Letter  to  Sir  John  John- 
"  son  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  which  being  read,  was  ordered  to 
"  be  sent  in  the  words  following. 

"Quebec  January  1791. 

''Sir 

"  By  order  of  the  Land  Committee  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
"  Letter  to  Sir  "  mit  to  you  a  copy  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchesters 
"John  John-   »  order    of    reference    to    them    of    the    20th    October    last, 

"  eon   reqaest- 

"  ing  him  to     "  together  with  the  resolve  of  the  Committee  of  the  10th  of 

"  state  the  ,,  -r\  ■>  •  j;   j.i     j.         j! 

^j  ^jjg  "  December  m  consequence  or  that  reference. 
II  obBtructions      u  j  j^aye  also  been  charged  to  request,  you   may  have   the 
"  impeded  the  "  goodfiess  to  inform  them  of  the  causes  of  the  diflSculties  & 

"  settlement 

"  of  the  East  **  impediments  (if  any  have  come  to  your  knowledge)  that 
"  streight  of  "  liave  hitherto  obstructed  the  Progress  of  the  Settlement  on 
•'  Detroit.        a  ^^^  ^^3^  gj^^  of  ^j^g  Streight  of  Detroit." 

"  The  Committee  likewise  wish  to  be  favoured  with  your  opinion  upon 
"What is  "  what  you  conceive  to  be  necessary  to  effect  a  regular  and 
"necessary       u  f  jj  g^rvey  of  the  Crowu  Lands  agreeable  to  His  Majesty's 

"  to  effect  a  ^  °  . 

"  full  sarvey  "  Instructions  on  that  head.  They  further  wish  to  know 
"ofthecrown,,  ^j^g^j^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^j^-^^j^  ^^^^   -^  ^^^j^   1^^  Sufficient  for 

"  Lands  agree-  •' 

"able  to  the  "  the  purpose  of  settling  such  People  as  may  have  come  into 
"  distractions  "  ^^®  Province  since  the  Peace,  and  of  those  who  may  come 
"  into  it  hereafter  from  the  United  States  with  an  intention  to  become 
"  Settlers  under  the  late  act  of  Parliament  published  in  the  Quebec 
"  Gazette  the  14th  October  last. 

"Were relative  "  The  frout  line  of  every  Township  shall  be  run  out  &  well 
"  to  the  mode  «<  marked,  &  the  width  of  the  Lots  set  off  upon  that  Line  by 
"  ing  Town-     "  stakes    or   other   marks    well    fixed    &    numbered,    running 
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"  Bhips  to  "  the  side  Lines  of  these  Lots  back  for  a  distance  of  Two 
"  I  u  *■*  '  "or  Three  Chains  perpendicular  to,  or  at  right  angles  with 
"  finding  out    "  the  front  line,  to  serve  as  a  sufficient  direction  for  finding 

••  ranges  of       *  ^^^   ^^^  ^^    ^^^   ^^  *^^  different  concessions   or    ranges  of 

"conceee's.      "  Lots  that  may  be    contained  within  the  Township, 

''  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

"  Sir 

"  Your  very  obedient 

"  humble  Servant " 
[  Q  58-2,  p  337  ] 

"  Mr.  Grant  proposed  that  a  Letter  be  written  by  the  Chairman  in 
"  the  name  of  the  Committee  to  the  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse,  and 
"  the  following  was  accordingly  agreed  on. 

Quebec  19th  January  1791. 
Gentlemen, 

By  order  of  the  Land  Committee,  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to 

"  you  a  copy  of   His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester's  order  of    Reference 

..  T  ..    .   .u   '"  of  the  20th  of  October  last  &  to  request  information  from 

Letter  to  the  ^ 

'•  Land  Board  "  your  Board  touching  the  matters  stated  therein  to  enable 
"  the  Bame  "  ^^^^^  Committee  to  report  as  soon  as  may  be  thereupon  with 
"  subject.         "  ^yg  precision  as   has   been  commanded. 

"  The  Committee  likewise  wish  to  know  what  your  Board  conceives 
'*  to  be  such  a  Survey  of  the  Waste  Lands  in  the  District  of  Hesse,  as 
"  might  be  sufficient  to  effectuate  their  Settlement  at  the  least  expence 

"  to  Government. 

"  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

"  Gentlemen  <feca. 

"  Likewise  a  Letter  to  Mr.  McNiff  Surveyor  of  Lands  in  that  District 

"to  be  as  follows — 

"  QiEBEC  19th  January  179L 
"  Sir 
"Letter  to  Mr.      "  I  herewith  transmit   to  you  by  order  of    the  Land  Com- 

"Sarveyorof  "  mittee  a  copy  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester's  order 
••  HeBBe  on  the  u  q£  reference  to  them  of  the  20th  of  October  last. 

Bame  Bnbject. 

"  The  Committee  wish  to  receive  from  you  as  Surveyor  in  that  District, 
"  information  relative  to  the  difficulties  <k  impediments  that  may  have 
*'  obstructed  the  progress  of  the  settlement  on  the  East  side  of  the  river, 
"  or  rather  the  Streight  of  Detroit,  <fe  that  you  may  give  them  your 
"  Opinion  as  to  the  best  means  of  removing  those  Inpedimenta  //  tniy 
"  ronni'ii.     I  am  Sir  <feca. 
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'Further  pro-  "  Resolved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  matters 
'this reference  "  Contained  in  the  reference  now  before  this  Committee  upon 
'  postponed     "  the  Land  Office  Business  of   Hesse  dated   20th  October  be 

'  until  answers 

'  are  received  postponed  Until  auswers  cau  be  received  from  Sir  John 
'to the  "Johnson,  &  the   Land  Board  of    Hesse,  &  Mr.  McNiff   the 

'  foregoing         ,,  (^ 

'Letters.        "  ^urveyor. 
[  Q  58-2,  p  839.  ] 


LETTEK   FEOM    ALEXANDER   MC   KEE. 

"  Detroit  25th  May  1790. 

"  SlE 

"  In  my  letter  dated  the  21st  Instant  I  informed  you  of  the  purchase 
"  being  completed  from  the  natives  to  the  Crown,  the  Particulars  of 
"  which  I  shall  now  more  fully  make  known  to  you.  • 

"  The  reasons  for  acceding  to  the  reservation  of  Lands  in  favour  of 
"  the  Indians  in  the  late  Purchase  of  the  Country,  (the  limits  of  which 
"Copy  of  a  "  I  stated  in  my  last)  are,  that,  the  Hurons  have  been  in 
"  A.  McKee  "  possessiou  of  a  Tract  of  Land  situated  between  the  Huron 
"  Esqr.  assign-  "  Church  and  the  River  au  Jarvais  about  one  mile  in  front, 
"  Reasons  "  ou  which  they  erected  a  village,  and  another  Tract  situated 
"  Ree^te  at  "  ^*  ^^^  River  au  Canard  between  the  Indian  Office  Land, 
"theRiver       <«  ^nd    the    French    Settlement,  about    five  miles    in    Front, 

Canard  was  ' 

"made.  "  where  they  have  another  village   erected,   in  which   Places 

"  they  enjoyed  many  years  Peaceable  and  uninterrupted  Possession 
"  by  and  with  the  ananimous  consent  of  their  confederates,  the 
"  Lake  Indians,  which  at  this  time  it  was  discovered  they  had  no 
"  inclination  to  cede,  and  to  persist  in  it,  had  a  tendency  of  Interrupt- 
"  ing  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  nations  concerned,  to  acquiesce  in 
'*  the  request  of  the  crown. 

"  Therefore  to  continue  the  good  faith  of  those  nations  as  well  to 
"  each  other,  as  to  convince  them  of  the  Justice  of  government,  it  was 
"  thought  expedient  to  secure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  the  Tract 
"  reserved,  which  they  now  occupy. 

"  That  it  is  expressly  ordered  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  "that 

"  all   Possible    regard    shall    be   had  to    the   ease   and   comfort    of   the 

"  Indians  "  which   would    have   been    materially    affected,  had   not    the 

"  reserve  been  made. 
9 
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"  That  the  reserve  has  served  as  a  Bond  of  Confidence  among  the 
Nations  concerned,  and  has  greatly  confirmed  and  strengthened  their 
union,  besides  securing  an  unreserved  attachment  to  government,  for 
a  Proof  as  unequivocal  of  its  tenderness  towards  them.  That  the  orders 
of  government  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  had  the  reserve  not 
been  made.  The  Hurons  having  absolutely  refused  to  accede  to 
relinquish  their  possession,  and  the  other  Indians  having  publicly 
declared  in  Council,  That  they  expected  as  a  condition  for  their 
acquiescence  in  ceding  their  Territory,  That  this  Tract  should  be 
reserved  for  their  use,  In  which  had  they  not  been  grateful,  the  cession 
could  not  have  been  made  in  the  unanimous  and  complete  manner  it 
has  been  done,  in  Testimony  of  which  they  delivered  Strings  of  Wam- 
pum. That  the  intention  and  express  purpose  of  the  Deed  of  Cession 
to  the  Crown  in  1784,  of  this  Tract  was  in  Trust  to  me,  to  secure 
the  Indians  from  incroachments,  being  convinced  they  would  be  dis- 
turbed in  their  Possessions  which  eventually  must  have  produced 
troubles  between  them  and  the  white  Inhabitants,  and  to  evince  the 
truth  of  this  I  have  no  objections  to  relinquish  any  Interest  or  claim 
to  the  said  Tract  for  the  public  good. 

"  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  the  reserve  in  question  has  been 
attended  with  the  most  happy  efiPects,  having  completely  reconciled 
any  discontent  that  might  have  subsisted  amongst  them. 
"  From  which  it  may  I  presume  with  reason  be  concluded,  that  to 
grant  the  reserves  in  question,  was  not  only  necessary,  but  a  humane 
and  Politic  measure. 

"  That  the    Body   of    the    Hurons    have    been    well    known    for  their 
attachment  to  Government  by  their  bravery  &  services  during  the  late 
war,  having  lost  many  of    their   principal    men    when   acting    in  con- 
junction with  the  King's   Troops,  To  which  I  was    a  witness.     Altho' 
it  may  be  possible  there  may    be    some    miscontented    amongst  them, 
yet  in  general  no  nations  have  been  more  attached. 
"  That  the  Deputation  of  the  said    nations  intended  to  go  to  Canada 
some  time  ago.     The    Hurons    particularly    respecting    their  claims  to 
have  the  matter  settled  before  you  and  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
and  the  idea  of  which  they  have  not  yet  altogether  laid  aside. 
"  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
"  Sir 

"  Your  most  obedient  <fe 

•*  most  humble  Servant 

[signed]     A.  McEee 
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Montreal  25th  Jany  1791— 

"  Resolved,  that  the  Chairman  request  Sir  John  Johnson  to  inform 
"Is  it  practi-  "  the  Committee,  how  far  he  conceives  it  may  be  practicable 
"th^i^Ti^ns  '"  ^°  satisfy  the  Huron  Indians  by  Lands  in  any  other  part 
"  to  relinquish  "  of  the  District  of  Hesse,  in  lieu  of  the  reserve  made  in 
"atthe^m^^  "  ^^^  ^^^®  Purchase  of  Lands  from  the  Indians  near  Detroit^ 
"Canard.         "  and  on  what  Terms? 

"  The  Committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  last  Report  from 
"  the  Land  Office  Bdard  of  Hesse,  between  the  20th  August  &  23d 
"  October  1790.     The  remarks  made  upon  reading  the  minute  are, 

"  That  the  Plan  of  a  Town  Plot  annexed  to  the  Report  and  Submitted 
"  Plan  of  a  "  to  Lord  Dorchester,  seems  to  be  well  laid  out,  &  as  far  as 
"  for  two  town- "  the  Committee  can  Judge  without  reference  to  the  Plan  of 
"Lake Erie,  "  ^^^  Two  Towuships,  (for  the  accommodation  of  which  it  is 
"  ««®°i^ ''°°-    "  intended,  upon  the  north  side  of  Lake  Erie)  it  will  be  con- 

"  venient  for 

"both  "  veniently  situated  for  both. 

"  The  Board  of  Hesse  remark  in  their  Letter  at  the  end  of  their 
'  inconvenien- "  Report;  "  That  many  inconveniences  will  arise  to  obstruct 
•  cee  will  u  ^jjQ  Settlement  of  the  Country,  provided  the  present  Plan 
'  Plan  for  "  of  Reservations  in  Townships  lying  upon  Rivers  or  Lakes 
'  ^^yi'^s  oat     u  Y^Q   rigorously  adhered   to,  seeing    that    only   two    Lots   in 

'  Townships  '  i     i  i         t>    i  j 

'  on  navigable  "  front,    or    Water  Lots   can   be   granted,  by   the   Rules  and 
'Rivers be       "Regulations  of    the   25th  August    1789  may    be  wanted  for 

'  rigorously  ^ 

'observed.       "the  conduct  of  the  Land  Office  Department." 

.  ^^  ^  "  Upon  the  Land  Boards  observations  relative  to  discharged 

'  The  Com-  ^  " 

'mitteecon-  "  Raugers    &  others    who  obtained  certificates   for  Locations 

'  iTnd  Board  "  ^^  ^he  Mouth  of  Detroit  River  &  were  promised  Provisions 

'  of  Hesse,  on  "  ^  Tools,  This  Committee  reported  the  3rd  January  last,  and 

'  enc<S^raging  "  wcre  of  the  Same  opinion  with  the  Board  of  Hesse,  relative 

'  certain  u  ^^  ^^le  expediency  of   securing  to  them    their  Lots,  as  well 

'  Rangers  4  '  .    i        i       • 

'others to       "  as  to  grant  them  Provisions,  that  they  might  be  m  no  worse 
'  settle  near     u  condition   than   People  under   the  same  circumstances  who 

'  the  Streight 

'of  Detroit.     "  settled  in  the  Lower  parts  of  the  New  Districts. 

[  Q  58-2,  p  344  ] 

Friday  4  February  1791. 

'  Present 

"  Messrs  Finlay,  Collins,  Caldwell,  Grant  &  D^Lanaudiere. 

"  Mr.  Finlay  laid  before  the  Committee,  Sir    John    Johnson's   Letter 
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"  of  the  27th  January  in  answer  to  one  of  the  19th  written  by  direction 
"  of  the  Committee. 

"  The   letter  is  in  these  words. 

"  Montreal  27th  January  1791 
"  Sib, 

"  I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter 
"  Sir  Jo  John-  "  by  order  of  the  Land  Committee,  of  the  19th  Instant, 
"son's Letter   «' iudoginr,  a  copy  of  Lord   Dorchester's   order  of   Reference 

"  in  answer  to  ox./ 

"  that  wrote  to  "  to  them  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  together  with  the 
••him  by  the        B.eBo\\e  of  the  Committee  of  the  10th  of  December  iu  con- 

(  hairman  of 

•'  the  land  *'  sequence  thereof  which  I  would  have  answered  by  the 
"  i9j3y*  ^  "  Rt^turn  of  the  Post,  but  for  the  departure  of  the  express 
"  on  that  Day  for  the  upper  Districts." 

'•  I  have  the  Honor  to  observe,  in  answer  to  your  request  iu  conse- 
"  quence  of  the  Resolve  of  the  committee.  That,  as  my  opinion  must 
"  be  founded  more  upon  official  Information  than  any  other  know- 
"  ledge  I  could   have   acquired  on  the  Subject." 

"  I  cannot  give  the  Committee  more  satisfaction  than  by  trans- 
*'  mitting  for  their  Information  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Alexander 
"  McKee  Esqr  Deputy  Agent  of  Indian  aflFairs  on  the  subject  and  to 
"  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  them." 

"  From  the  best  Information  I  was  able  to  collect,  when  in  the 
"Ascribed  "District  of  Hesse,  of  the  causes  of  'the  Difficulties  and 
••  impediments  "  Impediments  that  had  obstructed  the  Settlement  on  the 
•' to  the  settle- ««  East  side   of     the    Streight   of    Detroit,   I   found    the    fol- 

"  mont  E.  Side 

"of  Detroit  "  lowing  to  be  the  principle  vizt — The  not  continuing  to 
"  The  stop  pat  u    -^g  permission  to  Loyalists  &  Emigrants  from  the  States 

"  to  the  old 

"  mode  of  tak- "  to  take  up  Lands  in  the  manner  that  had  been  authorized 
••in«D,.Krants..  ^j^^-j  p,.j^(.ticed  by  Major   Mathews,  and  Major  Close  on  the 

"  of  land  in  ^  J  J  >  j 

••the Tract       "  Land  ceded  to  the  Indian  officers  ctca  by  the  Indians  pre- 
ce<ie<i  by  the  ,,  ^j^^g  ^^  ^j^^  establishment  of  the  Land  Boards,  Surveys  of 

Indians  to  the  " 

"  ofHcers  .Vca  "  wliich  had  been  made  under  the   direction  of  one   or  both 

"Dopr  °  "  °f  these   gentlemen,  but  were   not    considered    as   valid  by 

•'  No  location  "  the  Laud  Board  as  they  did  not  conceive  the  Laud  legally 

'C>ni'di^'^""  "  vested  in  the  Crown,  nor  the   Surveyor   properly   qualified 

"Krant«iantii  "  to  act  Consequently  no  certificates  for  land  would  be  granted 

•'Ih'oniTbl  "  ^ill  ^^^  ia^^e   purchase,  and  a  proper   Survey   thereof  could 

"  Waiiy  ve«t.  «'  \j^,  made,  which  naturally  put  a  stop  to  all  further  Progress 

'•  od  in  the  .,.,  1,  1  i^'i  1 

•'Crown.  "of  the  Settlement  until  those  ends  were   obtained— a  lapse 
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'*  Some 
"  EmigrantB 
"  finding  they 
"  coald  not 
"  obtain  land 
"  immediately 
"  on  their 
"  arrival 
"  returned  to 
"  the  States 
"  To  obtain  a 
"  regular 
"  survey  of  the 
"  Crown 
*'  Lands,  the 
"  Townships 
"  ought  to  be 
"  laid  out  from 
"  front  to  rear. 


"  of  time  of  near  sixteen  months  took  place  before  any  part 
'*  of  the  Survey  was  made,  and  in  the  Interim  some  of  the 
**  Emigrants  from  the  States,  in  order  to  support  their  fam- 
"  ilies,  purchased  Lands,  and  are  settled,  as  I  have  been 
"  informed,  on  both  sides  of  the  Treaty  line,  and  some  who 
"  came  in  last  year  were  obliged  to  return  to  the  States, 
"  after  having  expended  the  little  Property  they  brought 
"  with  them — There  can  be  no  other  method  adopted,  in  my 
*'  opinion,  To  effect  a  regular  and  full  survey  of  the  Crown 
"  Lands  than  by  employing  a  sufficient  number  of  Surveyors, 
"  and  laying  out  the  Townships  from  Front  to  Rear,  which 
"  I  conceive  to  be  agreeable  to  the  King's  Instructions  on 
"  that  head. 

"  No  lines  marked  in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  committee  will 
"  answer,  they  have  been  tried,  and  only  serve  to  create  a  confusion 
"  No  other  "  ^^^  disputcs  amoug  the  Settlers,  and  will  be  the  cause  of 
"  '^^^^  ^^^^      "  much  future  Litigation  perhaps,  as  the  demands  for  Land 

"  ever  answer, 

"  are  not  so  great  as  heretofore  the  running  of  two  or  three 
"  concessions,  or  more  according  to  the  Population  of  the  Township 
"  might  answer  for  the  Present. 

*'  The  present  mode  of  laying  out  The  Townships  on  Navigable 
"  The  plan  pre- "  Hi  vers  will  totally  overset  the  design  of  settling  the 
"  laying  out  "  country,  as  the  whole  of  the  Front,  except  two  lots  is  laid 
"Townships     '<out  in    a   Town   Plot    and   Reserves,    by  which  means   the 

"  on  Navigable 

"rivers will  "  whole  face  of  the  Country  would  remain  in  Wilderness 
"  seu'ement  of  "  ^^^^^s  we  are  to  suppose  that  cities  and  towns  will  rise  up 
"  the  country.  "  much  faster  than  hitherto,  now  that  the  emigration  from  the 
"  States  has  been  checked,  and  that  Government  will  occupy  the 
"  Reserves,  or  grant  them  to  Persons  who  will  make  immediate 
"  Improvements  on  them.  Such  Town  Plots  might  answer  very 
"  The  Plan  "  Well  where  good  harbours  or  favourable  situations  may 
"offer,  and  may  be  proper  for,  or  likely  to  become  a 
"  County  Town,  or  might  answer  in  an  Inland  Country, 
"  but  will  never  do  on  a  Navigable  River.  Thus  I  have 
'*  endeavoured  to    give    the    committee  every    Information  that  the  time 


may  answer 
"  well  where 
"  there  are 
"  good 
"  harbours 
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**  would  allow  of,  aud  I  shall  be  happy  if  it  proves  any  way  serviceable 
'•  to  the  Publick. 

"  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

"Sir 
'*  Your  most  obedient 
"  Humble  Servant 
Signed     "  John  Johnson." 
"  The  Honble  Hugh  Finlay  Esqr " 
[Q  5«-2,  p  341] 

"  Land  Committee,  Friday  18th  Feby.  1791. 
*'  None  of  the  Members,  (the  chairman  excepted)  attended — 
"  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Land  Committee 

"  Tuesday  22d  February  1791. 
*'  Present 

"  Messrs  Finlay,  Collins  &  Grant. 

"  The  Chairman  laid  before  the  Committee  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  he 
**  wrote  to  Sir  John  Johnson  the  11th  Current,  in  obedience  to  the 
'*  Committee's  order  of  the  4th   February  as  follows. 

"  Quebec  11th  February  1791, 
"  Sir, 

"  The  Letter  which    you  honored  me  in  answer  to  mine  of    the  19th 

*'  January  was   laid  before  the    Land    Committee  at    their  first  meeting 

"  May  not  the   "  after  I  received  it,  and  this  day  having  occasion   to  recon- 

arone         "eider    that  Letter,    The  Committee   have  ordered  that  I  as 

bronght  to  ' 

"  reiinqaish  "  chairman  pray  you  to  inform  them  touching  the  practica- 
"  at  the  River  "  bility  of  Satisfying  the  Hurons  by  Lands  in  any  other 
"  (Canard.  "  Parts  of  the  District  &  upon  what  Terms,  in  lieu  of 
"  the  Tract  reserved  for  them,  which  reserve  may  be  very  incommo- 
"  dious  to  the  County  Town  of  Hesse  on  that  side  of  the  Streight  <k 
*'  to  the  Indians  themselves — His  Lordship's  views  being  to  serve  both 
*'  them  and  the  common  Interest." 

"  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

"Sir 
"  Yours  (fee 
"  The  Hble 

"  SiH  John  Johnson  Bart 

"  Superintendaut  General 
"  of  Indian  Affairs" 
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"  Friday  25th  February  1791. 
"  Friday  4th  March  1791. 
"  Friday  11th  March  1791. 
"  Friday  18th     March     1791, 

"  Mr  Finlay  Chairman  of  the   Land    Committee    absent   at    Montreal 
"  on  Publick  Business  by  order  of  Lord  Dorchester. 
"  The  Land  Board  did  not  meet  during  that  time — 

"  Friday  25th  March. 
"  Legislative    Council    sitting,    all    the    Members    of   the    Committee 
"  attending  in  their  seats  at  that  Board. 

"  Friday  let  April  1791. 
"  Mr  Finlay  and  Mr  Grant  attended  at  10  o'clock,  the  usual  Hour  of 
"  meeting,  &  waited  until  11  o'clock,  when  no  other  member  appearing 
"  no  business  could   be  done. 

"  Friday  8th  April  1791. 
"  The  Members  of  the    Committee  attending    the  Legislative  Council 
"  did  not  meet  this  day. 

"  Friday  15th  April  1791. 
'•  The  Members    of    the    Land    Committee    attending    in    Legislative 
"  Council. 

"  Friday  22d  April 
"  Good  Friday — no  business  to  be  done. 

"  Friday,  29th  April,  1791. 
"  The  members  of  the  Land  committee  were  sitting  in  the  Legislative 
"  Council  &  could  not  attend  to  the  Business   of    the  Land  committee. 

"  Friday  13th  May  1791. 
''  Mr.  Grant  being  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  Public  Accounts 
"  was  not  present  &  neither  Mr.  Collins  Col  Caldwell  nor  Mr.  DeLan- 
"  audiere  attending  no  business  could  be  done. 

"  Friday  20th  May. 
"  Mr.    Finlay   &   Mr.    Grant    attended,   no   other   member    appearing 
"  adjourned. 

"  Friday  27th  May  1791. 
"  Pressing  Business  of  the  Agriculture  Society  requiring  Mr.  Finlay's 
'*  attendance,  likewise    Mr.  Grants'    &   Mr.    DeLanaudiere's,    there    wa» 
"  no  meeting  of  the  Land  Committee  that  Day. 
[Q.  58-2,  p  349] 
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'•  Friday  3rd  June  1791. 
"  Present 

"  Messrs  Finlay,  Collins  &  Grant 

"  Read  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Johnson  of  the  17th  Februy  in 
"  answer  to  the  Chairman's  of  the  11th  praying  Sir  John  to  state 
"  whether  the  Hurons  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  relinquish  the 
"  seven  Mile  Tract,  which  they  conceive  to  be  reserved  for  them  oppo- 
"  site  to  Detroit,  out  of  the  great  Tract  lately  purchased  on  the 
"  North  Side  of  Lake  Erie. 

"TheSoper-  '*  Sir  Johu  ftates  that  he  consulted  Mr.  McKee  the  Deputy 
'" '°*!°'^.* "'      •' Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs  touchinpf    the    relinquish- 

'  Indn  AfTaire  r>  n. 

"  thinks  it  wiu  "  ment  of  a  part    of   the    reserve    of    the   seven    mile    Tract, 
"  to  et  the      "  *^  much    as   would  answer    the    purpose  of    a  Scite    for    a 
"  Harons  to      "  Couuty  Town,  to  a  certain  Creek,  but  he    thinks    it  would 
..  the  Reserve    "  ^®    difficult    to    prevail    on    them    to   abandon    it   wholly — " 
••at  the  River   "when  he  hears  from  Mr.  McKee  he  will    write    more  fully 

"  Canard.  i  •     t>  i 

"  to  this  Board  on  the  subject." 

"  This  Letter  was  kept  back  until  answers  on  the  same  subject 
"  should  be  received  from    the    Land    Board  of   Hesse,  <fe  Mr.    McNiff. 

"  Read  a  Letter  from  the  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse  dated  6th  May 
"  last  which  came  to  the  Chairman's  hand  a  few  days  since  accom- 
"  panied  by  two  Papers  marked  C  No  1,  C  No  2.  The  first  is  copy  of 
*'  a  Deed  of  gift,  grant  enfeofment  of  a  Tract  of  Land  on  the  South 
"  Side  of  Detroit  River,  Seven  Miles  Sijuare,  15th  May  1786.*  The 
'•  oiher  paper  contains  a  sketch  of  the  Settlements  (under  authority) 
"  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  Tract  lately  purchased  from  the  Indians  like- 
"  wise  the  Settlements  made  without  authority  under  Indian  grants  to 
"  Individuals  upon  the  River  La  Franche. 

'•  Bolrd  o°'^  "  This  Letter  is  in  answer  to  one  wrote  by  the  Chairman  of 

••  Hnsee  «'  tijJQ  Committee  desiring  Information  relative  to  matters  stated 

"  observe  be- 

"  forrt  May  1790  "  in  Lord  Dorchester's  ordrr  of  reference  of  20th  Octobr 
"  had  no  lands  "  Ifist,  copy  of  wliicli  was  Sent  to  the  Board  of  Hesse;  They 
•in  Hesse  ex-   .<  ^hg^j.^.g  u 'j.j^j^(.  before  the  2l8t  May  1790,    The   Crown  had 

cept  seven  •'  ' 

•' miles eq.  at    u  j^^    lauds    in    Hesse,    except    a    sciuare    of    Seven    Miles    at 

•■  Hiv.  ('uunnl 

••  cede«i  to  the  "  the  River  Canard  upon  the  Streight,  ceded  to  his  Majesty 
"  ians  id  May  "  by  the  Ottawa  &  Chippawa  Indians  15th  May  1786  by  Deed, 
••  "wro?*'"  "  Together  with  an  oth-^r  Tract  of  Seven  Miles  ceded  the  7th 
•the  fame       "June  1781,  by    the  Chippawas  tt  Hurons  at   the  Mouth   of 

*Pablished  on  page  27 
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extent  which  .'  ^j^e  Streight,  which  is  claimed  by,  as  being  granted  to  and 

'  is  claimed  by 

•  officers  &  "  for  the  use  of  certain  officers  &  soldiers  who  had  served  in 
ha/serTed  in  "  the  late  War  with  the  Indians,  the  grantors  of  that  Tract, 
the  late  war    << 'jjjpj.g,    jg   Hkewise  a   few    grants  which  were  made  by   the 

'  with  the  lad-  °  *' 

'  ians  likewise  "  French  King; — all  the  rest  of    the  Settlements  are  "claimed 

'  a  few  grants 

'made  by  the    "  as  deriving  from  Grants  made  to  Individuals  by  the  Indians 
'  IiiThe  rest"^'  "  Countenanced  by  the  Commanding  Officer  &  Lieut-Governor 

'derivefrom      u  ^f    Detroit. 
'  Indn  Grants 

*'  Alexr    McKee    Esqr.    claimed     the    Tract     at     the   Eiver    Canard 
.  .  „  ^^  "  for    his    own    use     &    that  of    his    friends,   and    he    peti- 

'  A  McKee 

'  Dep.  Sap.  of  "  tioued  for  a  grant  of  it  under  tha  Crown,  which  petition 
claimed  the  "  was  referred  by  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  to  the  Board 
"  of  Hesse  the  21st  January  1790 — it  was  withdrawn  by 
petionedfor  u  ;^j.    McKee  14th  May    1790,   and    has   not   been    returned 

'  a  grant  from  *' 


Tract  at  Riv. 
Canard  & 


'  the  Crown 


The  Board 


Since. 


has  not  been       .<  rpj^^^  ^-^e  Board  of  Hesse,  has  not  been  able  notwithstand- 

able  to  pro- 
care  a  survey  •'  iug  its  utmost    efforts,  to   procure  a  return  of  Survey  of    a 

'  Township       "  single  Township  from  the  Surveyor  General's  Office,  in  which 


"  therefore  can- 
"  not  make 
"  grants. 


to  locate  the  Petitioners  for  Lands,  in  that  District." 


'  The  seven 


"tionofthe  "  That  the  reservations  at  the  Kiver  Canard  (the  Seven 
"Snardpre-  "  ^^^^^  Tract)  will  prevent  Lord  Dorchester's  order  of  2d  Sep 
"  vents  a  "  1790  for  laying  out  a  County  Town  on  the  East  side  of  the 

"  coanty  town  •    i   i  )> 

"from  being       "  Streight. 
"  built. 

"  That  the  Board    has  supposed  the   Seven   Mile  Tract  to 
"mile  Tract     «<  ]jq  vested  in  the  Crown  by  the  Deed  gift  of    May  1786,  & 

"  was  the 

"Crown's.  Mr.  "  they  remark,  that  Mr.  McKee  pressed  the  Indians  to  recom- 

"piy'd^oruas  "  mend  to  the  Governor,  to  grant  that  very  Tract  to  him,  Mr. 

"theCrown's  ,,  McKee,  and  they  state  that  they  cannot  perceive  any  good 
"  that  is  to  result  in  reserving  a  waste  in  the  heart  of  the 
"  Settlement  which  would  interrupt  the  Communication  &  the 

" Nobenefitcan  u  goard  refers   this    Commee    to  (Mr.  McKee)  for  the  cause 

"  result  from  a  ^ 

"  waste  in  the   "  that  render   this  Tract  now  so  essential  for  the  comfort  of 

"  heart  of  the 

"Settlement     *"  the  Indians." 
10 
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"  The  reserve  «»  "phe  reserve*  for  the  Hurons  is  necessary  for  their  com- 
"with 4 acres  "  fort — they  are  practical  christians  &  have  a  church  with 
'•  nece^L?  for  "  *^^^out  four  acres  of  land  attached  to  it,  in  Superficies  which 
"  the  comfort  "  does  not  interfere  with  the  extensive  Plain  between  the 
"  near  River  "  Church  and  the  River  of  Jervais,  which  might  afford  a 
"  •'«'■'*'''•  ''°/   "  scite  for  a  County  Town. 

no  more,    & 

••  their  claims  "  The  Board  conceive  it  to  be  very  practicable  to  satisfy 
"  purchased  "  the  HuroDS  in  any  other  part  of  the  District,  but  they 
"  observe,  that  the  satisfaction  is  not  to  be  made  to  the 
'•  Hurons  alone,  but  to  these  Tribes  who  ceded  the  Tract  in  May  last  vizt 
"  the  Ottawas  <fc  Chippawas." 

"  The  Board  submit,  whether,  if  the  Chippawas  &  Ottawas  who  were 
"  The  Board  "  parties  to  both  the  Deeds  of  Cession,  that  of  15th  May 
"propose the    u  1790,  were  to  be  again  assembled    &    the   two    Deeds    laid 

"  means  or  ob- 

"taininga       "  before  them,  they  would  not  relinquish   the   reserve  at  the 

"  relinqaish-  ..  .,.  i-ii 

"mentofthe    "  Biver    Canard,    on   receiving  a   consideration,   which   they 
"  Wver Canard  "  perhaps  lookcd  for,  on  making  the  cession   of  1786,  which 
"  they  did  not  consider  as  paid  for  by  the  Presents  of  May  1790." 
"It  is  highly        "On   the  whole,   the   Land    Board    of  Hesse  consider  the 
"desirable to    "Reserve  of  the  Seven  Mile   Tract    to   be    highly    desirable 

"  be  at  the  dis-  °      •' 

"posaiofthe    "  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown,    for    reasons    stated  in 

"  ('rown 

"  their  Report  to  the  Governor  28th  May  1790." 

"  It  contains  '■  "" 

"limestone         "  It  is  necessary  for  the    welfare    of   the    Settlement,  that 

"  not  to  be 

"found else-  "the    Tract    should    be    in    the    hands    of   Government,    as 

,.  "^^^^y  "  "  it  contains  Lime  Stone,  not  to  be  found  elsewhere,  but  on 

"Island.  "  Stoney  Island,  in  the  Possession  of  Mr.  William  McComb." 

"of laying  "  Tiie  Board"  refer  to  a  Sketch    of    the    Tract    for  Settle- 

"  rater  o*n°  "  meut,  to  shcw,  (as  is  their  opinion)  that  the  whole  should 

"  Pap*""  t*'»  "  be  accurately  laid  down  on    Paper  before    a  Second  Town- 

"  whole  of  the 

"  late  Purchase  "  ship  back  from  the  water  should  any  where  be  laid  off, 
"laying out  a  "  to  prevent  the  lines  of  one,  from  interfering  with  the 
••s«=ondrai>ge..  Q^jj^     as  in  Comwall  &  Luneburg." 

"of  Townships  '  "^ 

The  Board  further  state  That  "  there  are  scattered  settlements 
"  jtoference  to  "  ou  Lake  Erie  and  La  Riviere  La  Franche,  as  may 
"  settL^m'lnu*  "  appear  by  the  Plan  from  .E  to  AO  -and  from  NR  to  NP, 
"onthebor-    '«  ^jje  fi[.gt  (jq  w^q  fii^g  under  the  sanction  of    the  Command- 

"  ders  of   Ijake 

"Kri«.vthe  "  auts  of  Detroit,  <fe  confirmed  by  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse; 
"  Franoba        "  The  latter  without  any  authority  but  Indian  Grants." 

*  At  the  Huron  ('hnrch,  near  the  Hiv.  .lervais 


JOURNAL  OF  LAND  COMMITTEE.  75 

'  It  is  neces-        «'  The  Board"  submit  as  their  opinion  That  however  great 

'  eary  that  a 

'  Survey  of  the  "  the  first  expence  may  be,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for 
'  Tract  pnr-     u  ^jj^  future  Quiet  of  the  Settlers,  &  for  the  assurance  of  the 

'  chased  be 

'before the  "  Royal  Grant,  that  a  survey  of  the  whole  Tract  purchased 
'  ^'^^'  ^°       "  should  be  before  the    Board,    before    they   issue  directions 

'  prevent  con" 

'  fusion  &  liti-  "  for  any  part  of  it,  to  be  laid  out  in  townships,  &  that  no 
gation  n  gg^-^igj.  YfQ  located  by  the   Board,   without   having  before  it 

'  among  the  •'  '  ^ 

'Settlers.  "a  Plan  of  the  Township  in  which  he  is  to  be  placed; 
'sitionthat  "  Any  proceedings  without  such  precaution  must  subject  the 
'theicthArt  '<  Board  to  error,  the  Settler  to  confusion  and  litigation,  & 
'  of  17th  Feby  "  the  Government  to  reproach.  They  think  that  a  sufficient 
'1789  may  be    «  Survey  (supposing  the  10th  Article  of  the  Rules  and  Reg- 

'  relinquished 

'aeafficient  "  ulatious  of  17th  Feby  1789,  relinquished)  of  a  Township 
[  survey  of  «  migj^^  \jq  done  by  a  single  surveyor  and  his  Party  in  10 
'would  be  to  "  Days,  so  as  to  enable  the  Board  to  grant  Locations.  Noth- 
'  run 4 sides  ^  ^^^  more  would  (in  their  opinion)  be  necessary  than  to 
'  Koad  be-  "  ruu  the  four  sides,  making  the  Road  space  between  each 
'  Eow^f^con-  "  Row  of  Concessions  measuring  off,  staking  out  and  num- 
'  cessions  &  to  "  bering  in  the  usual  manner  the  Front  Lots." 

the  Front  Upon   such  a    Plan,  the  Board  could  make    the  necessary 

Lots.  "  reserves. 

"  The  Settlers  on  the  front  Line  would  easily  find  their  Lots 
"It  would  be  "from  the  Surveyor's  numbers,  &  those  in  the  second, 
"nothing left  "third  concessious,  &ca  might  measure  them  off  from  the 
•'  to  be  done  by  a  ^[^q     Liues.      But    the    Board    submit    upon    the    whole, 

"  the  granted 

"towards as-  "whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  leave  nothing  to  be 
"  certainmg     u  (jone  by  the  Proprietor  towards  ascertaining  his  Lots  since 

"the  bounds  of 

"  his  Lot  "  the  whole  could  be  done  by  a  Deputy  Surveyor  &  his 
"  assistants  at  an  expense  of  10  or  12  days  labour." 

"Read  a  Letter  from  Mr.  McNiff  Deputy  Surveyor  for  Hesse, 
„T  .*     *       "dated   at     Detroit      3d     May     1791.     in     answer     to    the 

Letter    from  *' 

"  Mr.  McNifF  "  chairman  of  this  Boards  Letter  to  him  of  19th  January 
"  D.  Surveyor   u  j    .    covering  a  copy  of  Lord   Dorchester's  Orders  of  20th 

"  Withholding  '  i^  fJ  oi        • 

"  the  Provis-    "  October  last,  to  the  Land  Committee.     Stating 
"  ions  given  to      "  That  "  when  government  concluded  to  settle  the  import- 
"  first  discour-  "  ^^^  Frontier  of  Detroit,  all  encouragement  was  held  out  to 
"  aged  the  Set- "  Settlers,  but  the  Provisions  at  first  issued,  were  afterwards 
"DeSoiT        "withheld.     A  hundred  young    able  men  left  the  country  in 
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"  one  year  for  that  reason,  a  ^reat  hindrance  to  the  settlement  of  the 
"  District!  &  a  great  Loss  to  government." 

"  That  when  Settlers,  invited  by  Government,  came  from  the 
"  Emigrants  "  States,  they  were  told  there  was  no  waste  Land 
"  from  the       "  belonging  to    the   Crown    in  the    District,  that    it    was    all 

"  States  find- 

'•  ing  no  Lands  "  P^'i^'^te  property  under  Indian  Grants;  on  finding  this  they 
"  retnrned.       "returned  to  the    States;   some    of   them    had  not  money  to 

"  Some  having 

"no  money  to  "  Carry  them  back  and  were  forced  to  agree  with  the  claim- 
"  ''^^^  *^®™     "  ants  under  Indian  Grants    to   pay   £100    for   a    Hundred 

'  back,  re-  ^      " 

"  mained.        "  (icTcs  of  waste  Land. 

"  The  Quakers  (about  Twenty  families  applied  for  Lands  <t  by 
"Qnakere        "  their     agent     chose     a     Tract)     from     Red     Stone,     who 

rom    "isy-upgj^g  -^^^   ^.j^-g    country  to    settle  (from  Pensilvania)    were 

vania  return-  j  \  i 

"ed.  "forced  to  return." 

"  And  further.  That  the  Reserves  in  the  Townships  standing  on 
"  Lakes  &  Rivers  according  to  the  present  Plan,  greatly  impedes 
"  the  Settlements  of  the  Country,  seeing  that  but  two  Farm  Lots  can 
"  be  granted  in  front,  two  in  the  second,  and  Twelve  in  the  third  Con- 
"  cession.  No  body  will  consent  to  settle  in  he  back  concessions  <fc 
"  leave  such  a  Tract  of  wood  in  their  Front,  thro'  which  they  would 
"  have  to  make  Roads." 

"Four  Town-  "He  has  laid  out  four  Townships,  two  on  each  side  of  the 
'•  ships  laid  out  "j^jyg  J.  L^   Franche  according  the    the   Plan  prescribed,  but 

"  on  each  side  1.1  1       i    <<         t 

"E.  La  Fran-  Done  of  those  who  have  applied  for  Land  will  go  into  the 
" Che  were  the  "  back  Concessions;   in   these  Townships    he    found    Twenty 

**  PlflD  to  b©  — 

"adheredto,  28  "  6^S^t  Families  settled  in  the  Front  who  have  made  con- 
"Famiiips        "  sid^rable    improvements,  but   they  would   be  removed  were 

"  there  settled 

"would be  "the  order  for   surveying    the  Townships    to  be  carried  into 

"removed  «' exccution  there." 

"Keserveat  "He    refers    to    the    Inspector   General   of   Indian  Atfairs, 

../.i*    TT  "how    far    the  reserves    at   the    River   Canard    may    or  may 

(.hnrchof  no  j  j 

"conse-iaeace  "  not  be  injurious  to  the  Settlement  of  that  Country. 
"  The  Reserve  at  the  Huron  Church  is  of  no  consequence,  being  only 
"The  KeHorve  "  a    barren    Sandy    Plain;    That  at  the  River  Canard  is  very 

"at   the   Kivor  ,,        i,,  ,,         1-,  .,,  ^  ii-ii  tii 

"Canard  will  Valuable,  iV  should  a  lown  be  established  near  tlie  Jslaud 
"^u™ment  "  ^^  Bois  Blanc,  the  reserve  would  prove  very  injurious  to 
"intonde^i        "the  Inhabitants  from  the  depredations  of   Indians  or    their 

"  opponite  I  of 

"BoiB  Blanc     "cattle    <fe    Hogs.      He    thinks    that     Land    (tlie    st'ven    mile 
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"it  may  be  "reserve)  might  be  bought  from  the  Indians  for  a  very 
"the Indians  "trifling  Consideration,  &  they  may  be  well  provided  for  at 
"for  a  trifling  "  River  Chenail  Ecart6  near   the  entrance  of    Lake  St   Clair 

"consideration  ,  ^^   ^^^   ^^^^^    ^^^^    ^^^^^„ 

"The  streight  "He  represents,  that  all  the  Land  on  the  shore  of  the 
..  ^^  "  streight,  from    the  north    boundary    of   the  Reserve  at  the 

"  Eiiver  Canard,  as  far  up  as  Peach  Island  in  Lake  St  Clair, 
.'Th  Q  ffi  "  i^  thickly  inhabited.  That  the  Inhabitants  have  petitioned 
"desire to  *' to  have  their  Lands  extended  back  to  the  fifth  Concession, 
"obtain  Grants  u  i^ecause  they  waut  wood. 

"of  the  fifth  "^ 

"concession  "  H©  thinks  this  would  prevent  the  settl-^ment  of  the 
"  back  it  would  "  QQ,jn|;j.y  jfe  they  would  not  clear  &  improve  the  second, 
"  Settlement  of  "  ^^^^^  <fe  fourth  concessions,  and  no  farmer  would  sit  down 
"  the  Country  "  on  the  fifth.  He  represents,  that  there's  no  wood  nearer 
"  the  front  concession,  which  is  near  eighty  arpents,  or  a  League,  from 
*'  the  front  or  the  water  side." 

"  He  does  not    find    from  the  River  Canard   upwards,  any  Land  left 
"  No  land  left   "  for  Public  Roads,  each  inhabitant  passing  through  his  own 

"  for  Public  -r»        1  • 

"  Roads,  it  re-  "  Land,  &  the  opening  of  Roads  requires  immediate  atten- 
"  •I'lires  imme-  a  ^^on,  US  a  means   of    inducing    English    Farmers   to  settle 

'•  diate 

"attention.      "  back,    rather    than  go  a   great   distance  up    the    River  La 

*'  Tranche. 
"  Townships         "  In  his  letter  of  the  5th  May,  he  suggests,   that  it  would 
"would be       u  i^g  ^qY[    to  lay  out  a  number  of   Townships  on  the    River 

"  well  laid  out  *'  '- 

"  on  the  E.  La  "  La  Tranche.     Ten  would  take  up  a  space  of  ninety    miles 
•'  along  the  River,  under  the  present    plan,  but  according  to 

"  Ten  would 

"take  up  a  "that  plan  no  more  than  twenty  Farmers  could  be  settled 
"space of        u  ^^  front  of  that  great  space,  at  such    distance  from  neigh- 

"  ninety  miles 

"in front.  In  "  bors  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  assist  each  other  in 
"  which,  ac-      "  a^j^y    manner.       The    Indians    pass    in    great    numbers  up 

"  cording  to  "^  r-  o  r- 

"  the  present  "  &  dowu  that  River,  &  behave  in  a  disorderly  manner  often 
"  onT  couidte  "  billing  the  cattle  &  Hogs  of  the  settlers,  but  were  they 
"  settled.  "  close  settled  this  could  not  happen." 

"  The    chairman    observed    to  the    committee,    that    considering    the 

"  length  of  time  the  proceedings  of  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  had  been 

"  before  the  committee  for  Report,  it  would  be  necessary  to 

"  Chairman  of  d  i  i  i         • 

"the Land       "  proceed    thereon  &  proposed    to  enter  upon    that  business 


"Comm.  pro-  «'  immediately,  considering  that  until  the  Claim  of  the 
"port their  "  Hurou  Indians  for  a  Reserve  of  a  Tract  of  seven  miles 
"proceedings.  "  square   Opposite   Detroit  is  decided,  the  settlement   of    the 
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'*  Country  on  the  East  side  of   the  Streight  of   Detroit  must   be  greatly 
"  retarded." 

■'  Mr.  Grant  proposed  that  the  minute  of  this  Board  of  the  3d  June  be 

"  read,  relative  to  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Johnson  touching  the  Reserve 

"Sir J. John-    "  at  Detroit,  and    being  read    it    is   therein    stated,  that  Sir. 

eon 8 inf.rm-  4.  j^hn    Johusou    expecting    Information    from    Alex  McKee 

ation  tench-  ^  " 

"iDRtbere-      "  Esqr  the  Deputy  Super.  Intendant  general  relative  to  that 
..  r"rL    ^  "  claim  will  when  received  communicate  the  same  to  this  Board. 

troll  neces- 

"  eary  previon8      '•  Resolved,  that  the  chairman  request  Sir  John,  to  inform 

"  to  a  report       ,,,  1111  •        t         ^  1      •     r 

"  from  the  them    whether  he  has   received    the  expected    information, 

"Land com-     "  ^  jf   jje  has,  to  communicate   the  same,  to  enable  them  to 

"  inittee  npon 

"  this  ref^r-      "  report   ou  the   matters   referred    to   them    without    further 


ence. 


"  delay. 

"  Friday  8th  September  1791 . 

"  Mr  Finlay  &  Mr  Collins  only  attending,  no  business  could  be  done, 
there  not  being  a  Committee. 

[Q  58-2,  p  352] 

"  Friday,  16th  September  1791. 
*'  Present 

"  Mr  Finlay,  Mr  Collins  &  Mr  Grant 

"  The  Chairman  laid  before  the  Board  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  written 
"  to  Sir  John  Johnson  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  the  2d  Sep- 
"  tember,  The  Letter  is  as  follows  <fe  was  forwarded  6th  September  pr. 
"  Post. 

"  Quebec  2d  September  179L 
"  Sir  John  Johnson  Bart 
"  Sir, 

"  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Land  Committee  to  request  of  you  to 
"  inform  them  whether  you  have  heard  from  Mr  McKee  the  Deputy 
"  Super  Intendant  of  Indian  affairs,  touching  the  Tract  of  Seven  Miles 
"  Square,  which  the  Huron  Indians  conceive  to  be  reserved  for  them 
*'  opposite  to  Detroit,  as  the  Committee  are  anxious  to  Report  upon 
"  Lord  Dorchester's  ref(u-ence  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Land  office 
"  Board  of  Hesse  &  other  matters,  which  they  will  not  be  able  to  do 
"  satisfactorily,  without   Information  on  the  Subject   from    Mr  McKee." 

*'  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir 

Your  \ca 


JOURNAL  OF  LAND  COMMITTEE.  79 

"  Mr  Grant's  attendance  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  being 
"  required,  &  seeing  no  answer  has  as  yet  been  received  from  Sir  John 
"  Johnson  to  Mr.  Finlay's  Letter  of  2d  Septemr. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  lay  before  the  Committee  at  their  next 
"  meeting  a  draft  of  a  Report  upon  the  matters  contained  in  the 
"  Papers  transmitted  from  the  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse  and  referred 
"  to  this  Committee  by  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester. 

"  Friday  23d  September  179L 
"  Present 

"  Mr.  Finlay  in  the  Chair 

"  Mr.  Grant  & 

"  Mr.  Collins 

"  The  Chairman  informed  the  Board,  that  he  had  received  a  Letter 
"  from  Mr.  Chew  Secy  to  the  Indian  Departt  which  gives  him  hopes 
"  Report  of  the  "  *^^  hearing  from  Sir  John  Johnson  relative  to  the  prac- 
"  committee  **  ticability  of  Satisfying  the  Huron  Indians  for  the  Tract 
deferred.  u  j-ggerved  for  them  at  the  River  Canard,  by  a  grant  of 
"  Land  elsewhere,  as  soon  as  he  receives  information  on  that  head  from 
"  Mr.  McKee  the  Deputy  Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs;  Therefore  he 
"  had  not  prepared  a  Draft  of  a  Report  as  ordered  by  the  Committee 
"  on  the  23d,  to  be  laid  before  the  Board  at  their  next  meeting.  The 
"  Committee  having  approved  thereof  Resolved  that  the  Chairman  defer 
"  the  Report  until  Friday  the  28th  October  next. 

"  Friday  28th  October  1791 

"  At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Land  Committee 
"  Present 

•'  Mr.  Finlay  in  the  Chair 

"  Mr.  Collins 

"  Mr.  Grant 

"  Read    the  Draft  of  a  Report  upon    the    Papers    from    the    Land 

"  Board  of  Hesse  (referred  to   the  Land    Committee  in  October  1790) 

"  which  having  been   amended, — ordered,  that   the  Chairman   prepare  a 

"  fair  copy  thereof  to  be  laid  before  the  committee  with  all  convenient 

"  STjeed. 

"  Friday  4th  November  1791 

"Friday  11th  November  1791 

"  Friday  18th  November  1791 

"  The  Chairman  confined  to  his  House  through  sickness  the  Com- 
"  mittee  did  not  meet. 
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"  Quebec  29th  November  1791. 

'*  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Land  Committee 
"  Present 

"  Mr.  Finlay  in  the  Chair 

"  Mr.  Collins 

"  Mr.  Grant 

"  Mr.  DeLanaudiere 

"  The  Chairman  observed    to  the  Committee  that   he  had  been  con- 

"  fined  by  sickness  ever  since  their  last  meeting,  it  had  not  been  in  his 

"  power  sooner  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Board.       He  then  pro- 

"  duced  a  fair   copy  of    the  Report   which  had    been  submitted  on  the 

"  28th    of    October,    and    being   read   <fe   approved    by    the    Committee 

"  Ordered,    That   the  Chairman  sign    the  Report,    and  annex  thereto  a 

"  copy  of   the  Journals  of  the  Committee,  and  present  the  same  to  His 

"  Excellency  the  commander  in  Chief  without  delay 

"  A  true  Copy 

(signed)        Hugh  Finlay 

in  the  Chair. 
[Q  58-2,  p  362] 

"  Copies  of  the  letters  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  report 
'•  Letter  to  the  Land  Office  Board  of  the   District  of  Hesse  dated  at 
"  Detroit  6th  May  1791  in   answer  to  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Finlay  Chair- 
'•  man  of  the  Land  Committee  dated  at  Quebec  19th  January  1791. 

"  District  of  Hesse 

"  Detroit  6th  May  1791 
"Sir 

"  The  Land  Board  for  this  District  have  before  them  your  Letter  of 
"  19  January  last,  written  by  order  of  the  Land  Committee  of  the  Hon- 
"  orable  Council  covering  a  copy  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchesters 
*'  order  of  reference,  of  the  20th  October  last,  and  requesting  Informa- 
"  tion  from  this  Board,  touching  the  Matter  stated  therein." 

"  Tliis  Board  as  such,  has  regularly  communicated  its  minutes  of 
"  Proceedings  to  the  office  of  the  Governor's  Secretary,  in  which  it  will 
'*  appear,  that  until  the  2l8t  of  May  last  when  the  purchase  of  a  Tract 
"  of  Country,  from  Long  Point  to  the  Chenail  Ecart6  was  obtained 
*'  from  the  Indians,  the  Crown  had  no  waste  Lands  within  the  Dis- 
"  trict  known  to  the  Land  Board,  except  a  square  of  seven  Miles,  at 
"  the  River  Canard,  in  the  Streight,  which  had  been  ceded  by  the 
"  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  ludiann  to  the  King's  use  by  deed  of  15th 
"  May    1786.       The   cession    of    7th    June    1784    ])y    the    Chippewa    <fe 


JOURNAL  OP  LAND  COMMITTEE.  81 

HuroDs,  of  a  similar  Tract,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Streight,  being 
claimed  to  the  use  of  certain  officers  &,  Soldiers,  who  had  served  with 
the  Indians — all  other  settlements  in  this  District,  except  a  few  on 
the  Strait  by  grant  from  the  French  King,  being  on  private  pur- 
chases from  the  Indians  to  the  occupiers  or  their  Lessors,  That  His 
Excellency  the  Governor's  Instructions  to  this  Board  of  2d  Sept. 
1789,  prevented  the  location  of  the  Tract  at  the  Kiver  Canard  which 
was  claimed  by  Alexander  McKee  Esquire,  for  the  use  of  himself 
and  his  particular  friends,  by  a  Petition  referred  to  this  Board  by  My 
Lord  Dorchester's  order  of  21st  January  1790 — but  withdrawn  by  Mr 
McKee  14th  May  90,  and  not  since  returned." 

"  From  the  day  that  the  Purchase  was  announced  to  the  Board,  no 
exertion  on  its  part  has  been  able  to  procure  from  the  Surveyor 
General's  office,  the  returns  of  Survey  of  a  single  Township,  in  which 
they  could  locate  the  Petitioners,  under  any  of  the  several  Instruc- 
tions issued  from  time  to  time,  respecting  the  Settlement  of  the 
Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  in  this  District." 

"  As  the  Reservations  at  the  River  Canard,  and  Huron  Plain, 
this  board  did  suggest  that  they  would  utterly  obstruct  the  execution 
of  My  Lord  Dorchester's  Instruction  of  2d  Sept  90,  for  laying  out  a 
County  Town,  on  the  East  side  of  the  Streight,  and  the  Proof  of 
that  suggestion  was  exhibited  in  the  same  Report,  stating  that  there 
was  no  other  unimproved  Land,  on  that  side  the  Streight,  the  whole 
being  settled  either  under  the  grants  of  the  french  King,  or  private 
Purchases  from  the  Indians,  countenanced  by  the  several  command- 
ing officers,  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Detroit  who  had  received  the 
Rents  &  Fines  on  such  Speculations  as  well  as  upon  Lands  possessed 

•  under  the  sanction  of  the  French  Crown." 

"As  to  the  object  and  use  of  those  Reservations,  this  Board  can 
'  speak  but  negatively,  having  supposed  the  Land  at  the  River  Canard, 
'  to  be  already  vested  in  the  Crown  by  the  deed  of  gift  of  15h  May, 
'  1786,  and    having   been   but  a  short  period  before   the  said   21  May, 

•  pressed  by  Mr.  McKee,  the  agent  for  those  Indians,  to  recommend 
'  to  the  Governor,  the  Prayer  of  his  Petition  for  that  very  Tract, 
'  This  Board  can  only  say,  that  they  see  no  good  object  or  intended 
'  use,  in  reserving  a  waste,  in  the  heart  of  the  Settlement,  which  must 
'  unavoidably  interrupt  its  communication,  and  must  refer  the  com- 
'  mittee  of  the  Honorable  Council,  to  Mr  McKee,  for  the  sudden  cause 
'  wbich  rendered  it  so  essential  to  the  comforts  of  the  Indians. 

11 
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"  For  part  of  the  Ilesorve  at  the  Huron  Plain,  there  is  sufficient 
"  obvious  cause.  The  Hurons  being  practical  Christians  and  using  the 
"  remains  of  their  abandoned  village,  as  retreats  when  they  come  up  to 
"  attend  Divine  Service  at  the  Church  built  on  that  Reserve;  but  this 
"  extends  only  to  a  Square  of  about  4  Acres,  and  in  no  way  interferes 
"  with  the  extensive  plain,  between  the  Church  and  the  River 
"  au  Gervaise,  which  might  afford  a  Scite  for  a  County  Town.  Know- 
"  ing  no  specific  object,  or  intended  use  in  those  reserves  (other  than 
"  occasional  convenience  of  the  Christian  Hurons,  which  the  Board 
"  could  not  wish  to  interrupt)  it  is  difficult  for  the  Board  to  doubt  the 
''  practicability  of  satisfying  the  Hurons  in  any  other  part  of  the  Dis- 
"  trict,  but  the  Board  with  submission  to  the  communication  from  the 
"  Honorable  committee  takes  leave  to  observe,  that  from  the  Tenor 
"  even  of  the  last  cession  it  does  not  appear  that  the  satisfaction  is  to 
"  be  made  to  the  Huron  Indians;  The  Reserve  being  general,  for  the 
"  use  of  the  Indians  generally,  and  the  original  proprietors  of  the  Land 
"  at  the  River  Canard  appearing  to  be  the  Ottawa  and  Chippu^s 
"  Indians  from  their  cession  of  that  Tract  to  the  Crown  received  by 
*'  the  Deputy  Agent,  to  the  King's  use,  as  we  have  had  the  honor  to  state 
"  above:" 

"  And  we  submit,  if  the  Ottawa  &  Chipu6  chiefs,  who  were  Parties 
"  to  both  Deeds,  the  cession  of  15th  May  1786  &  the  Reserve  on  21 
"  May  1790,  were  again  assembled,  and  the  two  Deeds  laid  before 
"  them ;  they  would  retjuire  no  additional  satisfaction  whatsoever  for  the 
"  total  derelication  of  the  Tract  at  the  River  Canard,  reserved  in  their 
"  cession,  unless  they  should  represent  an  expected  consideration  for 
"  the  cession  in  1786,  which  they  did  not  consider  as  comprised  in  the 
"  Presents  made  them  in  1790." 

"  Should  this  our  opinion  be  founded  in  error  or  upon  Trial  prove 
"  abusive,  we  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Honorable  Committee, 
"  in  its  reports  that  the  Incorporation  of  that  tract  into  the  District, 
"  is  highly  desirable,  on  many  accounts  submitted  in  our  Reports  to  the 
"  Governor  of  28th  May  1790,  and  more  particularly  so  to  the  Settlers, 
"  on  account  of  an  extensive  and  deep  stratum  of  Lime  stone  within 
*'  it,  being  the  only  one  known  in  the  District,  besides  that  of  Stoney 
"  Island  in  possession  of   Mr  William  McComb. 

"  The  Board  would  be  happy  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  Honor- 
"  able  Committee  to  state  our  Ideas  of  a  survey  of  the  Waste  Lands 
"  of  the  Crown,  in  their  District  sufficient  to  effectuate  their  Settle- 
"  ment,  at  the  least  expence  to  Government,  but    finds    itself    incompe- 
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"  tent  to  the  task  of  such  a  statement  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  guide 
"  the  judgement  of  others." 

*C.  No  2 

We  subjoin  a  sketch  of  the  Tract  for  Settlement  the  very  face  of 
"  which  shews  that  the  whole  should  be  accurately  laid  down  on  Paper, 
"  before  a  second  Township  from  the  water  should  any  where  be  laid 
"  off  least  the  lines  of  the  one  should  interfere  with  the  other  as  in 
"  Cornwall  &  Luneburg,  pointed  out  in  the  Diagram  communicated  to 
"  this  Board  by  J.  Williams  Esqr.  with  a  Transcript  of  the  Proceedings 
"  in  Council  holden  at  the  Castle  of  St.  Leuis  on  the  7th  March  1790." 

"  There  are  scattered  Settlements  on  Lake  Erie  &  K,.  La  Franche 
"  from  M  to  AO.  and  from  NR  to  NP.  on  the  Plan,  the  former 
"  under  the  sanction  of  the  Commandants  of  Detroit,  confirmed  by  this 
"  Board,  the  latter  without  any  authority  but  Indian  Grants." 

"  The  Delays  which  have  protracted  the  Settlement  in  this  District 
"  have  been  such,  as  we  presume,  to  offer  in  excuse  for  the  disobedi- 
"  ence  of  these  People.  The  necessity  which  drove  them  to  it  was 
"  little  short  of  self  defence." 

"  Neither  of  these  Ranges  of  Settlements  leave  space  for  the  Plan 
"  adopted  in  the  Regulations  of  17th  Feby  89  but  had  the  Board  been 
"  able  to  procure  at  first  the  Survey  of  a  single  Township  on  the 
"  approved  Plan,  the  same  excuse  would  not  exist  for  protecting  the 
"  the  Settlers  in  their  present  improvements.  Having  promised  this 
"  much  we  submit  as  our  opinion,  that  however  great  the  first  expence 
"  may  be,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  future  Quiet  of  the  Set- 
"  tiers,  and  for  the  assurance  of  the  Royal  Grant,  that  a  survey  of  the 
"  whole  Tract  purchased,  should  be  before  the  Board,  before  they  Issue 
*'  directions  for  any  part  of  it  be  laid  out  in  Townships  and  that  no 
"  Settler  be  located  by  the  Board,  without  having  before  it,  a  Plan  of 
'•  the  Township  in  which  he  is  placed.  Any  proceeding  without  such 
"  Precaution  must  Subject  the  Board  to  error,  the  Settler  to  confusion 
"  and  litigation,  and  the  Government  to  Reproach." 

"  The  Surveyor  General's  Office  can  certainly  best  calculate  the  Expence 
'■  of  such  a  Survey,  from  Experience  of  its  own  operations.  But 
"  we  presume  to  offer,  that  if  the  Method  required  by  the  10th  Article 
"  of  the  Rules  of  17  Feby  89  should  be  relinquished  a  sufficient  Sur- 
"  vey  of  a  Township  to  enable  the  Board  to  grant  Locations  might  be 
"  done  by  a  single  Surveyor  &  his  Party  in  Ten  Days;  we  suppose  in 
"  such  a  Plan,  that,  nothing    more  need   be  done  than    to  run  the  four 

*  Annexed  to  this  report. 
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*•  sides  marking  the  Koad  Space,  between  each  concession  and  measur- 
"  ing  oflF,  staking  out,  and  numbering  in  the  usual  manner  the  front  Lots. 

"  Upon  such  a  Plan  of  Survey,  the  Board  could  reserve  the  number 
"  of  Lots  in  any  part  of  it,  which  might  by  the  existing  or  subsequent 
"  Regulations  be  required. 

"  The  Settlers  on  the  front  concession  would  find   the  Lots  from  the 

*'  Surveyor's  numbers,  and  those  on  the  second  and  others  might  readily 

"  measure  them   off   from   the    Side   Line,  reserving    the   adjustment  of 

"  their  particular  lines,  in  case  of    Dispute  between  them,  to  a  Special 

"  Survey,  at    their  own    Expence;    observing  at  the    same    time,  as  our 

"  opinion,  but  this  inconvenience  may  be  obviated  at  an  expence  of  10 

"  or  12  Days  labour  of  a  Deputy  Surveyor  and  his  assistants,  for  each 

**  Township,  and   submit  upon   the  whole,  the  propriety  of   leaving  any 

"  thing  to   be    done    by    the  Settler,  towards   the  ascertainment  of    His 

"  Lot 

"  We  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir 

"  Your  most  obedient   Servants 

{John  Smith 
Wm  Dummer  Powell 
Alexr  Grant." 
Hugh  Finlay  Esqr. 

Chairman  of  the  Land  Com- 
mittee   of    the  Honorable 
Legislative  Council. 
[  Q  58-2,  p  432  ] 


"  letter  from  MR.  MC  NIFF,  DEPUTY  SURVEYOR." 

"  Detroit  3d  May  1791. 
"  Sir, 

"  I  am  Honored  with  yours  of  the  lOh  January  last  covering  a  copy 
"  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester's  orders  of  the  20h  October  last 
"  to  the  Land  Committee,  since  the  receipt  of  which  have  been  so 
*'  busy  in  Survey  of  Lands  in  River  La  Tranche  as  to  put  it  hitherto 
"  out  of  my  Power  to  make   any  Report  on  the   object  of  that  Order." 

"  There  is  not  any  one  thing  that  hitherto  may  have  impeded  the 
*'  Settling  of  this  Country  so  far  as  may  have  come  within  my  observa- 
•'  tion  that  I  have  not  tranHmitted  below  in  as  plain  a  nianniM-  as  the 
"  nature   of  a   cursory    Investigation   would    permit,  1  will    now  for  the 
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"  Information  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  and  the  Honorable 
"  Land  Committee  point  out  these  Evils  in  as  explicit  a  manner  as  the 
"  nature  of  my  different  Enquiries  will  allow." 

"  When  it  first  became  an  object  of  Government  to  People  so 
"  important  a  frontier  as  this  is,  I  believe  every  encouragement  that 
"  settlers  could  reasonably  wish  for  or  expect  was  held  out;  but  from 
"  the  very  Remote  situation  of  this  Place  &  its  great  distance  from  the 
"  Seat  of  Government;  abuses  similar  to  those  that  I  have  seen  else- 
"  where  have  (I  fear)  taken  place;  particularly  with  respect  to  many 
"  of  Col.  Butler's  Rangers;  amounting  to  near  one  hundred  able  young 
"  men  have  left  the  Country  in  less  than  the  space  of  one  year  owing 
"  to  His  Majesty's  Bounty  of  Provisions  &c.  being  withheld  from  them; 
"  how  far  this  may  be  true  is  to  be  proved,  but  the  men  are  left  the 
"  Country  &  *I  fear  lost  to  Government. 

"  In  the  next  place,  the  various  and  almost  unlimited  claims  made 
"  by  Individuals  to  Tracts  of  Land  by  virtue  of  Indian  Grants  has 
"  beoja  a  great  cause  of  keeping  this  Country  unsettled  and  will  so 
*'  long  as  they  are  suffered  to  exist.  When  settlers  came  from  the  States 
"  of  America  at  the  Instigation  of  Government,  instead  of  being  placed 
"  on  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  without  delay  they  were  told  that 
"  such  and  such  particular  Tracts  of  Lands  as  they  may  have  pitched 
"  upon,  was  the  Property  of  Individuals  by  virtue  of  purchase  made  of 
"  Indians  and  that  the  King  had  no  Lands  in  this  Country,  the  con- 
"  sequence  was  that  numbers  of  those  intending  to  settle  on  the  King's 
'•  Land  returned  again  to  the  States*,  others  of  them  for  want  of 
*'  money  to  take  back  were  under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  Land 
"  perhaps  of  those  persons  claiming  large  Tracts  under  Indian  Titles 
"  at  the  enormous  price  of  £100,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  Wild  Land. 
*'  In  order  to  continue  this  Practice  of  selling  Land  and  prevent  Gov- 
"  ernment  from  Settling  the  Country,  it  has  been  reported  at  Fort 
"  Pitt  through  the  Instigation  of  some  Persons  here,  inimicable  to  the 
"  Interests  of  Government  (and  perhaps  principal  Claimants)  that  all 
"  Land  in  this  Country  was  claimed  by  a  few  Individuals  &  that  the 
"  King  had  no  Land  here,  however  as  government  had  disapproved  of 
"  such  grants,  it  is  to  be  hoped  every  obstruction  to  the  Settlement  of 
"  the  Country  arising  from  such  claims  will  in  future  cease. 

"  Another  cause  which  at  present  greatly  impedes  the  settling  of  this 
"  Country  is  the  present  standing  order  of  Survey  for  Townships  situated 
"  on  navigable  Rivers  or  Lakes;  by  that  order  of  Survey,  there  are  so 

*  For  ioBtance  David  England  &  other  Quakers  from  Kedetone  in  Peneilvania. 
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'•  many  reserves  made  that  only  two  Farm  Lots  can  be  granted  in  the 
"  front,  two  in  the  second  and  twelve  in  the  third  concession,  a  Plan 
'■  of  Survey  in  its  nature  so  injurious  to  new  settlers  that  none  will 
••  consent  to  settle  in  the  back  concession  and  leave  so  large  a  quan- 
'•  tity  of  Wood  Land  in  their  front,  through  which  they  would  at  a 
"  greater  expence  and  labour  than  new  Settlers  can  bear,  have  to 
"  make  roads;  This  very  great  Inconvenience  and  obstruction  to  the 
**  Settling  of  the  Country  I  have  above  twelve  months  past  pointed  out 
"  to  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse;  In  my  survey  this  Spring  I  laid  out 
"  four  Townships,  two  on  each  side  of  Kiver  La  Franche,  in  the  manner 
"  directed  by  said  Plan  of  Survey,  but  such  as  have  applied  for  Land 
**  they  will  not  go  into  the  back  concessions  to  settle  while  there  is  so 
"  much  waste  and  unoccupied  Land  in  front.  I  did  at  the  same  time 
"  mark  the  fronts  of  each  of  these  Townships  into  such  Farm  Lots  as 
••  is  directed  by  said  order  of  Survey,  so  that  the  Land  Board  might 
"  at  any  time  grant  them,  when  they  were  vested  with  authority 
'•  to  deviate  from  the  present  order  of  Survey.  In  the  Townships,  sur- 
'•  veyed  on  Eiver  La  Franche  I  found  Twenty  eight  Families  settled 
"  in  front  some  with  very  considerable  Improvements,  should  the  pres- 
"  ent  order  of  Survey  be  carried  into  eifect  there,  it  will  remove  every 
"  one  of  them  from  their  Improvements." 

"  As  to  the  Pteserves  of  Land  made  at  River  Canard  and  the  Huron 
'•  Church  for  the  use  of  the  Huron  Indians  and  others  [see  my  Plan  of 
'•  Survey  transmitted  to  the  Surveyor  General's  office  by  last  winter's 
'•  express]  I  have  but  little  to  say,  only  that  I  am  fully  pursuaded  the 
'•  Reserves  when  made  were  intended  for  that  use  and  no  other,  nor  have  I 
"  as  yet  heard  of  any  intention  of  their  being  applied  to  any  other  use, 
"  but  how  far  such  reserves  may  or  may  not  be  injurious  to  the 
"  settlement  of  that  part  of  the  Country  the  Inspector  General  of 
'•  Indian  AfiFairs  can  best  tell,  as  he  has  last  summer  enquired  very 
''  minutely  into  these  matters;  The  Reserve  at  the  Huron  Church  is  of 
"  no  manner  of  consequence  being  only  a  barren  sandy  Plain;  That  at 
"  River  Canard  is  for  reasons  very  valuable,  and  should  a  village  or 
"  Town  be  established  in  its  vicinity  (at  Isle  Bois  Blanck)  that  reserve 
•'  will  prove  very  Injurious  to  the  Interests  of  the  Inhabitants,  those 
*'  already  settled  there*  complain  much  of  what  they  suffer  in  the  loss 
'•  of  Cattle  and  Hogs  by  the  Indians  at  present  settled  on  that  Reserve; 
"  there  are  but  Two  or  Three  Families  who  live  there  constantly,  but 
"  many  more    resort  there   during  the    Summer  season  for  the  purpose 

'Caldwell,  Klliot  La  Muthe  &ea 
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"  of  raising  Indian  Corn  &  Beans;  the  Chief  (Dewentatee)  who  lived 
•'  there  &  had  the  Greatest  claim  to  those  Lands  died  about  two 
"  months  past,  a  circumstance  which  I  think  will  be  an  Inducement  to 
"  the  others  to  move  from  thence,  The  Land  am  of  opinion  might  be 
*'  bought  of  them  for  a  very  trifling  consideration  and  they  equally  as 
•'  well  provided  for  at  River  Chenail  Ecart6  near  the  Entrance  of  River 
•'  St  Clair  on  the  North  Easterly  Shore  of  Lake  St  Claire,  a  situation 
"  where  they  can  have  little  or  no  intercourse  with  the  White  Inhabit- 
"  ants;  There  is  no  land  in  this  Country  that  would  get  Inhabited  so 
"  soon  as  the  Reserve  at  River  Canard  was  it  not  for  the  Great  Resort 
"  of  Indians  to  that  place  during  the  Summer  Season,  a  circumstance 
*'  ever  unfavorable  to  New  Settlers  in  the  Vicinity  of  such  a  place." 

"  By  my  Survey  of  this  Country  sent  down  last  Winter  the  Land 
"  Compaittee  will  please  to  observe  that  all  the  Land  fronting  on  the 
*'  Easterly  side  of  the  Streight  is  thickly  inhabited  from  the  North 
"  Boundary  of  the  Reserve  at  River  Canard  as  far  up  as  above  Peach 
"  Island  in  Lake  St  Clair,  many  of  these  Inhabitants  have  by  their 
"  Joint  Petition  presented  to  the  Land  Board  on  the  22d  ult  prayed 
"  for  the  2d,  3d  &  4th  concessions  in  their  respective  Rears,  setting 
"  forth  that  if  they  could  not  have  this  granted  the  want  of  wood  & 
*'  Hay  would  oblige  them  to  abandon  their  front  Lots.  In  consequence 
"  of  which  I  did  on  the  2oth  ult,  by  order  of  the  Land  Board  take  a 
"  cursory  Survey  of  their  respective  Farms  from  the  North  Boundary 
"  of  the  Reserve  at  River  Canards  upwards  to  near  Maisonville's  Mill, 
"  and  find  there  is  little  or  no  wood  Land  in  that  space  until  near  the 
"  rear  of  the  2d  Concession,  being  a  distance  of  near  Eighty  arpents 
"  back  from  their  front  being  formerly  a  plain,  it  seems  rather  hard  to 
*'  cut  them  off  from  wood,  but  if  they  are  put  in  possession  of  the  3d 
"  &  4th  Concessions  in  their  Rears  will  not  in  many  years  be  settled; 
*'  for  these  People  with  very  little  exception,  having  once  obtained  their 
*'  grants  will  clear  no  more  land  yearly  than  just  what  they  require  for 
"  fuel,  having  more  Land  clear  in  the  1st  &  2d  Concessions  than  they 
''  will  occupy;  this  with  the  want  of  Public  Roads  will  prevent  English 
*'  Farmers  from  ever  settling  in  the  Rear  of  the  Petitioners  should  their 
"  request  be  granted;  from  River  Canard  upwards  I  do  not  find  one 
"  yard  left  for  a  Public  Road  to  lead  to  the  back  Concessions  each 
"  Person  passing  through  his  own  Lot.  The  opening  of  Roads  at  this 
"  Place  at  proper  distances  from  each  other  is  an  object  that  requires 
"  immediate  attention,  as  it  may  be  the  means  of  inducing  English 
"  Farmers  to  settle  back  here  sooner  than  go  a  great  distance  up  River 


88  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

"  La  Franche,  besides    it    will    be  a  great  means  of   strengthening  this 
"  frontier  which  at  present  is  inhabited  only  by  Canadians." 
"  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect 
Sir 

"  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 
"  (  signed  )        Patrick  McNiff 
"  Deputy  Surveyor  for  the  District  of  Hesse." 
"  The  Honble  Hugh  Finlay. 
[  Q  58-2,  p  440  ] 


"  SECOND    LETTER   FRON    MR.    MCNIFF. 

"  Detroit  5th  May  1791. 
"  Sir. 

''  In  addition  to  what  I  have  already    observed    on  the  nature  of  the 

"  present  order  of   Survey,    I  beg   leave   to   suggest  to   the    Honorable 

"  Committee  the  Idea  of  a    number   of   Townships   in   succession  to  be 

"  laid  out  on  River  La  Franche  supposing   ten    in    number    which  will 

"  take  up  a  space  of  ninety  miles,  according    to    the    present    order    of 

"  Survey  no  more  than  Twenty  Farmers  can  be  settled  in  front  of  that 

"  space  and  they  so  far  distant  from  each  other  as  to  render  it  impos- 

"  sible  for  them  to  derive    any   security   or   Support    from    their    Joint 

"  effort  in  their  own  defence  in  case  of    their    being   disturbed    by  the 

"  Indians  who  pass  in  great  numbers  up  and   down    the    River;  at  and 

'*  near  the  Sources  of  that  River  there  are  several  villages  of  Delawares 

"  and  Chipawas  who   sometimes    (generally    in    going    up)    behave    dis- 

"  orderly  among  the  Inhabitants  by  killing  some  of  their  Cattle  <fc  Hogs, 

"  but  not  so  much  latterly  as  when  they    were  but   few   Settlers,   This 

'*  Circumstance    alone    I    think   would    be   a    sufficient    Inducement    to 

"  place  the  Inhabitants  for  their    mutual    defence,  closer   on    the    front 

"•  than  can  possibly  be  done  by  that  order  of    Survey;  there  is  no  man 

"  living  could  take  more  pains  to  keep  the    Indians    orderly    than    Col. 

"  McKee  the  Deputy  Indian  Agent  does,  still  notwithstanding  when  at 

"  a  distance  from  him  they  often  commit    things    they   ought    not,  and 

''  they  would  not  do  were  the  Settlement  sufficiently  compact." 

"  I  am  Sir 

"  Your  most  obedt  <k  very 

"  humble  Servant 

"  [signed]  P.  McNiff  Dpy  Surveyor 
"  Hon.  Hugh  Finlay" 

[Q  68-2,  p  44GJ 


ACCOUNT  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF  POSTS.  89 

ACCOUNT     OF      POSTS      IN     CANADA     INCLUDING     A     SHORT     DESCRIPTION     OF 
DETROIT,    MICHILIMAKINAC,   MIAMIS   RIVER,   AND    SANDUSKY. 

Ist  Oswegatchie  is  the  first  place,  on  the  navigable  part  of  Lake 
Ontario,  at  the  East  end  and  on  the  American  side,  but  should  it  be  nec- 
essary there  is  ground  on  the  British  side,  which  would  answer  the 
purposes  intended  for  the  Fort  and  Storehouses, 

2nd  Oswego  is  next  on  the  American  side,  and  in  my  opinion 
is  the  only  place  of  any  great  consequence  to  them,  and  indeed  the 
only  one  that  would  give  them  any  advantage  over  the  British  in  the 
Fur  Trade,  as  it  is  the  leading  passage  from  New  York  through  the 
Oneyda  Lake,  and  as  there  is  no  ground  nearer  than  the  opposite 
shore,  which  is  about  40  miles  across,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  pre- 
vent British  Merchants  from  trading  with  those  of  the  American 
States,  and  carrying  their  Furrs  to  New  York  in  preference  to  Quebec. 

From  Oswego  to  Niagara  there  are  some  few  bays  where  Boats  may 
lie  in  Summer,  but  of  no  great  consequence. 

3d  Fort  Niagara  is  the  largest  Fort,  and  of  the  greatest  force,  both 
with  respect  to  guns  and  Barracks  &c  on  the  American  Side,  but  the 
ground  on  the  opposite  shore  is  in  my  opinion  equally  high,  and  the 
soil  better,  so  that  every  conveniency  necessary  for  a  Post  could  be 
erected  on  the  British  side,  with  a  Carriage  road  as  good,  as  that  now 
on  the  American  shore,  and  the  conveniences  for  shipping  are  all,  and 
ever  were,  on  the  British  side. 

4th  Fort  Slosser  is  the  next  on  the  American  side,  and  above  the 
Falls  of  Niagara,  chiefly  intended  to  protect  the  Provisions  and 
merchandize  which  may  be  sent  up  Lake  Erie.  A  Fort  with  all  other 
conveniences  may  be  erected  on  the  opposite  shore. 

5th  Fort  Erie  is  on  the  British  side,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Lake, 
and  is  as  well  suited  for  the  protection  of  merchandize  &c  as  appears 
to  me  to  be  necessary,  and  is  near  the  Road  where  the  Shipping  lie. 

The  other  shore  is  not  in  my  opinion  so  well  adaped  for  the  above 
purposes. 

6th  The  next  place  on  the  American  Shore,  that  forms  anything 
like  a  Harbour  for  the  reception  of  Vessels,  is  Presquisle  which  Eiver 
leads  near  to  the  branches  of  several  others,  running  towards  the 
States. 

7th    At  the  West  end  and  towards  the  South  side,  are  the  Sandusky 

&  Miamis    Rivers.     They   lead  away    to  the  South  into  the  States,  and 

towards  the  Mississippi  and  many  other  branches  of  that  River,  and  I 

believe  is  a  good  Country  for  Furs. 
12 
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8th  The  next  i^lace  on  the  American  side  is  the  Town  &  Fort  of 
Detroit,  and  a  settlement  of  some  miles  distance  on  both  sides  of  the 
River,  but  a  fort  could  be  erected  equally  as  commodious  on  the  other 
side,  as  I  believe  there  is  little  difference  with  respect  to  the  ground. 
The  River  is  about  the  same  breadth  as  that  of  Niagara,  which  I  con- 
sider to  be  nearly  the  distance  of  a  musket  shot. 

9th  Michillimakinac  and  the  Falls  of  St  Mary's,  Lake  Superior,  and 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  I  cannot  speak  of  with  certainty,  as  I  have 
never  been  there,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  line  of  division  points 
them  out  as  favourable  to  the  Americans,  as  the  passage  into  Lake 
Superior  is  on  the  West  side,  the  East  side  being  I  understood 
rocky  and  almost  impassable,  and  that  most  of  the  Furs  are  got  to  the 
West  of  these  Lakes. 

Endorsed: 

Accot.  of  the  Posts  in  Canada. 

R.  from  Capt  Schank  May  31,  1790. 

[Q  49-p  29L] 


MEMORANDUM   FROM    LORD    GRENVILLE. 

Capt  Schank  <fc  Mr.  Inglis. 

Present  state  of  the  Posts.  Their  It  appears  that  the  chief  part  of 
general  utility  as  serving  to  defend  the  Fur  Trade  comes  from  parts  to 
our  Frontier.  the  N  &  E.  of  the  Boundary  line. 

Possibility  of  applying  the  loss  of  The  great  objection  seems  to  be 
them  by  others  to  be  built  within  to  the  giving  up  Michilimakinac 
the  British  Boundary.  w*"  c"*  cut  off  the  communication  with 

Lake  Michigan. 

Would  not  new  Posts  be  equally       If  we  established    Posts   opposite 
advantageous  for  the  defence  of  the  to  those  in  question  &  made   Port- 
Frontier.  ftKes,  they  wd  answer  the  same  pur- 
pose with  those  we  now  have  except 
at  Michillimakinac. 
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Particularly   with    respect   to  the       The  giving  Oswego  to  the  Ameri- 

Navigation  of  the  Lake.  cans  puts   them    in  possession  of   a 

„         ,,       .         .  ,     port   on    the    Lake   Ontario  with  a 

Have  the  Americans   any   vessels 
,,     _    ,  communication     to     New    York    by 

on  the  Lakes. 

means    of    the    Oneyda  &   Mohawk 

Can  they  have  any  while  we  hold  Kivers.    Capt  Schank  does  not  know 
the  Posts.  of  any  other  post  on  the  American 

Could  they    have  any  if    we  had  ^'^^    ^^    ^^^    ^^^^'  .^^^    ^«    speaks 
other  Posts.  doubtfully. 

Would  new  Posts  be  equally  ad- 
vantageous for  the  free  trade. 

What   is    the    proportion  of   that 
trade  carried  on  to  each  of  the  posts. 

What  country  are  the  furs  chiefly 
brought  from. 

Endorsed:  Memo,  from  Ld  Grenville. 

Opinions  of  Capt  Schank  &  Mr  Inglis  abont  the  Posts. 

[  Q  49-p  279  ] 


MEMORANDUM   FROM   LORD   GRENVILLE. 

The  principal  objection  wh  Major  Mathews  seems  to  state  to  the 
giving  up  the  Posts  is  the  fear  of  alienating  the  affections  of  the  Indi- 
ans, to  whom  our  force  stationed  there  is  a  protection  against  the 
Americans. 

The  same  purpose  might  however  in  great  measure  be  answered  by 
building  posts  within  the  British  Boundary  &  maintaining  there  the 
same  degree  of  force  wh.  we  now  have. 

At  Detroit  there  is  a  considerable  town  of  about  3000  Canadians. 
Some  compensation  must  be  made  to  them  in  addition  to  the  expence 
of  removal. 

Sr.  Fred.  Haldimand  &  Major  Mathews  both  agree  that  the  Posts, 
(including  Niagara)  are  quite  incapable  of  being  defended  against  the 
Americans  altho'  some  of  them  might  hold  out  longer  than  the  rest. 

Indorsed:    Memo  from  Ld.  Grenville.    Mathews'  ideas  abont  the  Importance  of  the  Posts  &  of  the 
necessity  of  removing  3000  Canadians  into  Upper  Country  from  Detroit. 

[Q  49-p  300] 
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john  ixglis  to  mark  lane. 

Sir 

It    has   been    supposed   that  one  of   the    i^rounds    upon    which  Great 

Britain   has  held    the    Indian    Posts   in  Canada — ceded  to  America   by 

Treaty — Is  the  different  acts  of  their  Legislature  militating  against  the 

Treaty,    in    withholding   Justice    from  British    subjects    which  they  are 

intitled  to  under  it.     I  apprehended  every  thing  of  that  kind  was  done 

away  by  the  influence  of  their  new  federal  government,  untill  I  met  with 

the  Georgia  Gazette  herewith,  from  which  you  will  perceive  one  of  the 

most  obnoxious  of  these  acts  is  in  full  force  in  that  State. 

Mr.  Todd  from  Canada    is  ready  to  attend    you    to    give  information 

relating  the  Indian  trade  whenever  you  may  be  pleased  to  desire  it. 

I  remain  with  the  greatest  respect 

Sir,  Tour  most  obedient  &  very  Hbl  Servt 

John  Inglis. 
Mark  Lane  5th  June  1790. 

Indorsed :  • 

Mark  Lane  fi  Jane  1790. 
Mr.  iDglis  R  the  same  day. 

( one  incloaare) . 

"  From  the  Georgia  Gazette"  Thursday  March  18th  1790. 
Georcia 

Auditors  Office  11th  March  1790. 

Notice  Ib  hereby  given  to  all  personB   who  were  any  wise  indebted  to  Merchants . 
it  Subjects  of   the  Crown  of    Great  Britain  prior    to  the  4th  day  of    May  1782,  that 
they  render  a  due  account  of  the  same  to  this  office  without  delay,  the  same  being 
sequestred  and  confiscated,  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  this  State    by  the  act  of 
the  last  mentioned  date. 

And  all  persons  failing  to  render  such  account,  together  with  the  documents,  on 
which  it  may  be  founded,  within  three  months  from  this  date,  will  be  prosecuted 
against  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  Act  of  the  10th  day  of  February  1787. 

John  Wkrf.at, 

Auditor. 

Extracts  from  the  Act  of  the  10th  February  1787. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  A  may 
be  lawful  for  the  said  Auditor,  as  often  as  there  shall  bo  occasion  to  call  before 
him  by  subpoena  or  summons,  and  in  case  of  contemi)t  to  issue  a  writ  of  attach- 
ment in  order  to  compel  the  api)earance  of  any  person  or  i)orBonB  who  is  or  may 
bo  accountable  before  the  Auditor,  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  or  who  the  said  Auditor 
may  reaBonably  suppose  ie  or  are  capable  of  giving  evidence,  or  information  con- 
cerning the  said  H(;counts  or  any  of  them;  and  the  said  Auditor  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  oxatnine  upon  oath,  or  aflirmation,  any  person  as  a  witness  respecting  any 
Buch  account,  which   oath  or    affirmation  the  said   Auditor  is    hereby  empowered  to 
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administer,  and  in  case  any  person  or  persons  whom  such  subpoena  or  summons 
shall  be  served,  being  accountable  before  the  said  Auditor,  shall  refuse  to  appear 
SB  in  such  writ  shall  be  expressed  and  directed,  or  having  appeared  before  the  said 
Auditor,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  establish,  his,  her,  or  their  account,  and  attend 
the  settlement  thereof,  or,  being  summoned  as  a  witness,  shall  neglect  to  appear 
before  the  said  Auditor  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  and  by  such  subpoena 
or  summons  and  shall  make  default  thereupon,  or,  having  appeared  as  aforesaid 
shall  refuse  to  make  a  full  disclosure  of  his,  her,  or  their  knowledge  in  the  matter 
depending  before  the  said  Auditor,  the  said  Auditor  may  award  an  attachment, 
and  commit  such  delinquent  or  delinquents  to  the  nearest  common  goal,  there  to 
be  holden  till  such  person  or  persons  shall  submit  to  the  said  Auditor  and  comply 
with  the  directions  of  this  Act;  and  all  persons  who  shall  be  summoned  as  wit- 
nesses by  the  said  Auditor,  and  every  Sheriff,  Coroner,  or  other  oflBcer,  to  whom 
he  shall  direct  his  writs  or  precepts  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  like  fees  for 
their  attendance  and  services  as  witnesses  summoned  to  appear  in  the  Superior 
Courts  of  this  State,  and  as  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  and  other  officers  are  entitled  to  in 
such  Courts,  to  be  levied  on  the  several  delinquents  by  the  Auditor,  by  warrant, 
in  the  like  manner  as  debts  under  ten  pounds  are  recoverable. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid, 

That  if  any  person  or  persons,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  are  or  shall  be  accountable 
before  the  said  Auditor  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  have  been  or  may 
be  advanced  to  or  received  by  such  person  or  persons,  or  for  any  monies,  goods, 
chattels,  or  effects,  which  have  or  may  come  to  the  hands  or  possession  of  such 
person  or  persons,  shall  for  three  months  after  the  service  of  such  subpoenas  or 
summons  as  aforesaid,  for  such  person  or  persons  to  appear  before  the  said 
Auditor,  and  exhibit  and  settle  his,  or  her,  or  their  accounts,  as  aforesaid,  refuse 
or  neglect  to  obey  such  subpoena,  summons,  or  demand,  and  comply  with  the 
directions  of  this  act,  then  such  person  and  persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting  shall 
be  liable  to  an  action  of  debt,  or  other  action  as  the  suit  of  the  State  for  the 
whole  of  the  sum  and  sums  of  moneys,  goods,  chattels,  and  effects,  belonging  to 
the  public,  which  he,  she,  or  they,  ought  to  account  for  as  aforesaid  before  the 
said  Auditor,  and  shall  be  barred  for  ever  of  settling  off  any  charge  or  expendi- 
ture thereout,  unless  the  said  Auditor  before  the  said  term  of  three  months  be 
expired,  certify  in  behalf  of  such  person,  that  it  is  reasonable  that  further  time  be 
allowed  such  person  or  persons  for  exhibiting  and  settling  his,  her,  or  their 
accounts,  in  which  case,  upon  sufficient  security  being  entered  by  the  party  or 
parties  in  whose  behalf  such  certificate  shall  be  made  for  the  whole  money  or 
other  property  unaccountable  for  by  such  person  or  persons,  his  Honor  the  Gov- 
ernor in  Council  may,  by  an  entry  on  their  minutes  allow  of  further  time  as  afore- 
said. Provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  prevent  the  settlement  or  inspection 
of  any  publick  accounts  by  the  Committee  of  Finance  appointed  annually  by  the 
House  of  Assembly" 

[Q  49-p  302] 
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LETTER    FROM    MAJOR   R.    MATHEWS    RELATIVE    TO   GIVING   UP    THE   POSTS    OF 
DETROIT    AND    MICHILIMAKINAC. 

Plymouth  Barracks  9th  July  '90 

8lR, 

I  am  sorry  that,  owiuK  to  the  Review  and  sudden  march  of  the  53d 
Regimt  from  Brid^enorth  to  this  place,  I  should  thus  long  have  been 
prevented  communicating  to  you,  for  Mr.  Grenville's  information,  remarks 
upon  the  Upper  Country  and  Posts  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  from 
reference  to  my  notes  when  in  that  country  such  as  they  are,  I  have 
now  the  honor  of  submitting  tiiem. 

In  the  year  87  I  went  from  Quebec  to  Detroit  having  various  instruc- 
tions from  Lord  Dorchester,  one  of  which  was  to  make  every  possible 
'enquiry  respecting  places  of  Embarkation  and  fit  Posts  upon  the  Lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie  as  substitutes  for  those  at  present  occupied,  in  the 
event  of  their  being  given  up  to  the  United  States  of  America — From 
the  best  information  as  well  as  from  my  former  knowledge  of  the 
Country,  I  found  that  on  Lake  Ontario  there  is  no  place  beyond  Niagara 
fit  for  that  purpose  nearer  to  it  than  Toronto  (about  60  miles)  the 
shore  on  that  side  being  shoal. 


Detroit  is  situated  18  miles  up  the  River  from  Lake  Erie,  its  princi- 
pal defence  is  a  sod  work  hastily  thrown  up  on  the  commencement  of 
the  Rebellion,  it  has  four  sides  with  Half  Bastions,  a  Fraise  upon  the 
Berm,  and  a  good  stockade  in  the  Ditch,  the  greatest  diameter  of  this 
work  is  not  'iOO  feet  it  commands  the  upper  part  of  the  Town  (at  the 
distance  of  250  yards,  but  the  other  part  situated  upon  a  slope  to  the 
River,  is  not  seen  from  it — there  are  about  22  nine  Sc  six  Pounders 
mounted  here,  with  Barracks,  Stores  <fec.  proportioned  to  its  size,  it  is 
connected  with  the  Town  by  a  strong  stockade  flanked  by  wooden  Block 
Houses,  all  which  form  a  good  defence  against  musketry,  or  any  sudden 
attack.  Should  this  Post  be  given  up,  and  another  taken,  the  most  con- 
venient place  will  be  at  the  entrance  of  the  River  upon  a  point  at  pres- 
ent occupied  by  some  officers  and  men  who  served  the  war  as  Rangers 
with  the  Indians — the  channel  for  ships  runs  between  this  Point  and 
Isle  aux  I^ois  blanc,  which  should  be  also  fortified,  the  distance  from 
each  to  mid  channel  about  200  yards  There  is  a  fine  settlement  running 
20  miles  from  this  Point  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lake. 
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The  next  and  last  Post  on  the  communication  is  Michilimakinack,  at 
the  farther  end  of  Lake  Huron,  situated  upon  an  Island  about  nine 
miles  from  the  main — The  works  here  never  were  finished,  and  its 
insular  situation  is  its  chief  defence — this  is  the  great  resort  of  the  Fur 
Traders,  fitting  out  for  the  N.  W.  Trade — and  the  centre  of  a  very  con- 
siderable one  in  that  vast  country  to  the  Mississippi — for  this  Post  no 
good  one,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  can  be  substituted  nearer  than  the 
Falls  of  St  Mary,  very  many  leagues  from  thence,  that  might  answer 
•  for  the  N.  West  Trade  as  the  Furs  are  brought  from  thence  down  the 
Grand  or  Otawa  River  directly  to  Montreal,  leaving  the  lakes  to  the 
Westward — but  the  loss  of  Mackina  will  entirely  sever  from  us  the 
Western  Trade  above  mentioned,  which  is  carried  on  by  the  Lakes,  the 
greatest  part  of  which,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  will  pass  by  the  Oswego 
River  into  the  United  States,  and  the  N.  West  Trade,  or  a  part  of  it,  must 
ultimately  be  drawn  that  way  also  from  the  same  cause. 


Without  Posts  of  strength  in  that  Country  it  cannot  be  expected 
thajb  much  of  the  Trade  will  remain  with  us,  and  how  far  it  may  be 
preserved  by  forming  Posts  in  lieu  of  those  we  now  occupy  is,  I  think 
very  problematical.  The  Indians  have,  ever  since  the  Peace,  dreaded 
the  relinquishing  the  Posts,  and  will  assuredly  take  the  alarm  when- 
ever it  happens,  after  which,  their  Friendship  can,  of  course,  no  longer 

be  depended  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  esteem  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

R.  Mathews. 

I  have  annexed  an  Abstract  of  the  Peltries  from  the  N.  West,  & 
Michilimakinac  &  Dependencies,  I  think  of  the  year  88  on  which  you 
may  depend. 

[Q  49-p  309] 

Mackina  &  Dependencies. 

487  Virginia  Foxes  737  North  Bears 

213  Red  Do  886  South  Do 

760  Fishers  365  Damaged  Do 

33,576  Deer  552  Assorted  Cubs 

15,475  Martins  1,339  Nators 
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12,000  South  Beaver 

25,561  Raccoons 

4,693  Utters 

13,000  North  Beaver 

1,808  Fishers 

570  Buffalo  Robes 

3,078  Mink 

300  Loups  Cervies 

637  Smoked  Leather 

150  lb  Castorium 

8,156  Musk  Rats 

N.  West. 

24,495  Beaver  Skins 

7,049  Cased  Wolves 

27,536  Fine  Do 

320  Bears 

2,494  Cats 

56  Cubs 

2,095  Otters 

724  Muskrats 

333  Wolveriens 

978  Dressed  Skins 

10,856  Martins 

525  Fishers 

798  Minks 

319  Buffalo  Robes 

731   Large  Foxes 

20  Caraboo  Skins 

887  Small  do 

738  Deer 

5,674  Open  Wolves 

N.  B.     The  Post  of  Nipagon  not  included,  the  produce    of    whicli  sold 
in  Canada  for  £4000  Half  Currency. 


Indorsed:    Plymonth  9th  Jaly  1790 

Majob  Matuews  H.  13th. 


[Q  49-p  317] 


GOV,    A.    ST.    CLAIR    TO   THE   CHIEFS    AND    WARRIORS  OF   THE   SENECA    NATION 

I 

Mv  Sons, 

When  we  last  smoked  the  Calumet  together  at  Muskingum,  and 
closed  the  league  of  perpetual  Friendship  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Seneca  Nations  we  promised  mutually  to  give  each  other  notice 
if  any  mischief  was  likely  to  happen  to  either,  since  that  time  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  mischief  done  to  the  People  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  Ohio  River,  but  as  it  was  a  great  way  down  the  River 
and  committed  by  Nations  who  live  far  distant  from  you,  we  presume 
you  did  not  know  of  it,  otherwise  you  would  have  given  us  warning. 
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My  Sons^ 

The  United  States  have  not  changed  in  their  affection  for  the 
Senecas  they  hold  fast  the  Chain  of  Friendship  and  will  keep  it  bright 
and  clean  and  it  is  a  proof  of  their  good  disposition  that  1  now  send 
you  this  message  to  inform  you,  that  something  is  going  forward  here, 
which  if  it  was  not  explained  might  give  you  uneasiness.  I  know  you 
will  hear  that  a-  Campaign  is  going  forward,  and  some  foolish  people 
who  see  the  movements,  may  tell  you  that  it  is  designed  against  you. 
French  Molly  was  lately  here,  and  I  have  heard  went  away  much 
frightened  and  may  carry  bad  reports.  If  she  says  that  we  are  going 
to  do  harm  to  any  of  Your  nation,  do  not  believe  her,  we  will  do  you 
no  harm. 
My  Sons, 

You  may  remember  that  at  the  Treaty  you  told  us,  that  should  the 
Shawanese  continue  to  be  troublesome,  we  must  whip  them;  they  have 
been  very  troublesome,  and  it  has  been  borne  with,  as  long  as  it  was 
possible.  We  are  going  to  whip  the  Shawanese,  and  some  others,  who 
are  joined  with  them,  but  not  a  man  shall  disturb  you,  I  told  you  we 
loved  Peace,  tho'  we  were  not  afraid  of  war,  last  Spring  Peace  was 
offered  to  those  very  nations,  notwithstanding  all  the  mischief  they  had 
done,  but  they  would  not  accept  the  offer.  They  have  now  forced  us  to 
war,  and  they  shall  have  enough  of  it,  but  we  will  keep  far  from  Your 
Borders,  where  you  may  sit  in  safety  in  the  light  of  the  Great  Fire 
which  we  kindled  together  and  shall  always  be  kept  burning,  and  the 
ground  swept  clean  about  it  so  long  as  you  hold  fast  your  end  of  the 
chain  that  ties  us  together. 
My  Sons, 

I  send  you  no  wampum  with  this  message,  because  you  told  me  you 

would  speak  no  more  upon  Wampum,  but  I  shew  you  my  heart  in  the 

sincerity  of  it,  and  the  words  of  truth  are  upon  my  Lips. 

I  am  Your  assured  Friend 

(signed)        Ae.  St.  Clair 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 

North  West  of  the  Ohio. 

To  the  Chiefs  &  Warriors  [ 
of  the  Seneca  Nation      ( 

September  8th  1790  Pittsburg 

(signed)        A  Gordon 

Lieut  Col. 

Indorsed:  1    In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Grenville  No  74  of  10th  Nov.  1790.  D. 

[Q  49,  p  102] 
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GOV.     A.     ST.     CLAIK     TO     THE     CHIEFS     AND     WARRIORS     OF     THE'    WYANDOT 

NATION. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Wyandot  Nation. 
Brothers, 

When  we  parted  last  at  Muskingum  you  promised  to  send  to  the 
Shawanese  and  Miamis  and  advise  them  to  Peace,  and  told  us  if  they 
would  not  hearken  to  you,  that  we  must  whip  them. 

Brothers, 

Ever  since  I  saw    you  I   have   been    trying  to   accomplish  the  good 

work  of   Peace    with    all  nations    but   the  Shawanese    and    Miamis  are 

entirely  foolish  and  fully  set  to  do  evil. 

Brothers, 

We  declared  to  each  other  that  we  would  have  but  one  heart  an,d 
one  mind,  and  would  inform  each  other  of  everything  that  was  going 
forward. 

The  United  States  my  brothers  have  not  changed  their  sentiments 
towards  the  Wyandots,  they  love  them  because  like  themselves  they 
love  peace  and  are  not  afraid  of  war. 

Brothers, 

The  Shawanese  must  be  whiped  they  have  at  last  carried  their 
mischiefs  so  far  that  the  United  States  can  bear  them  no  longer. 
Be  not  afraid  then,  when  you  hear  of  Armies  marching,  nor  suppose 
that  they  are  designed  to  do  you  any  injury,  they  are  not,  they  will 
do  no  harm  to  any  that  hold  fast  the  chain  of  Friendship  one  end  of 
that  chain  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Wyandots  and  the  other  in  those  of 
the  United  States,  keep  fast  hold  of  your  end  and  tbey  will  not  let 
theirs  go  and  between  us  we  will  keep  it  bright  and  clean  and  it  will 
be  a  safe  guard  and  a  defence  to  you  by  night  and  day  against  every 
harm. 

Remember  that  T  hold  you  Brothers  if  we  were  obliged  to  wliip  the 
Shawanese  it  would  come  upon  them  like  a  consuming  fire,  and  the 
sparks  might  burn  yourselves  if  you  were  not  careful  to  prevent  them. 
Take  care  then  and  keep  your  young  men  at  Home  let  them  not  go 
near  the  Shawanese  least  evil  come  upon  you  both,  trust  to  what  I  say 
to  you,  I  do  not  speak  with  a  double  tongue,  but  tell  you  the  truth 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  if  you  hold  fast  the  chain  of  friendship 
in  truth  and  sincerity  the  United  States  will  keep  mischief  far  from 
your  Borders. 
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The  Gentleman  who    will    deliver  you    this   message    carries    a  letter 
from  me  to  the  Commanding    officer    at    Detroit    make  the   path    strait 
before  him  and  bring  him  on  his  way. 
I  am  Brothers 

Tour  assured  Friend 
(signed) 

Arthur  St  Clair 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
North  West  of  the  Ohio. 
A  String  of  White  Wampum 

M^Uskin^Um  r  indorsed:  6.    la  Lord  Dorchester 

]         to  Mr.  Grenville  No  74  of  the  10th 

19th  Seprt.  1790.      (      Novr  1790. 
[Q49-pll3] 


GOV.    A.    ST.    CLAIR    TO   THE   OFFICER    COMMANDING   AT   DETROIT. 

To  Major  Murray  or  the  officer  commandg.  the  Troops  of  His  Britanic 

Majesty  at  Detroit 

Marietta  Septem.  19th  1790 
Sir, 

As  it  is  not  improbable  that  an  account  of  the  Military  preparations 
going  forward  in  this  quarter  of  the  Country  may  reach  you,  and  give 
you  some  uneasiness,  while  the  object  to  which  they  are  to  be  directed 
is  not  perfectly  known  to  you,  I  am  commanded  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  give  you  the  fullest  assurances  of  the  peaceful 
•disposition  entertained  towards  Great  Britain,  and  all  her  possessions, 
a,nd  to  inform  you  explicitly,  that  the  expedition  about  to  be  under- 
taken, is  not  intended  against  the  Post  you  have  the  honor  to  com- 
mand, nor  any  other  place  at  present  in  the  possession  of  the  Troops 
of  His  Britanic  Majesty,  but  it  is  on  foot,  with  the  sole  design  of 
chastising  and  humbling  some  of  the  Savage  tribes,  whose  depredations 
are  become  intolerable,  and  whose  cruelties  are  an  outrage  not  on  the 
People  of  America  only,  but  on  humanity;  which  I  do  now  in  the 
most  unequi vocable  manner!  after  this  candid  explanation.  Sir,  there 
is  every  reason  to  expect  both  from  your  own  personal  character  and 
the  regard  you  have  for  that  of  your  nation  that  those  tribes  will 
meet  with  neither  countenance  or  assistance  from  any  under  your  com- 
mand, and  that    you  will  do    what    in  your    power  lies  to    restrain  the 
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trading    people    from    whose  instigations  there    is    too  good    reason    to 

believe     many    of     the     Injuries     committed     by     the     Savages    have 

proceeded. 

I    have  chosen,  Sir,  to    forward  this    letter  by  a    private  gentleman* 

in     preference     to    an     officer,    by     whom     a     communication    of     this 

kind    miu'ht    have    been    expected    that   every    suspicion    of    the    purity 

of  the    views  of    the  United    States  might    be  obviated,    and  have    the 

honor  to  be,  Sir,     Your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant 

(Signed) 

Ar  St  Clair 

Governor  of    the  territory  of    the  United   States    North  West  of    th& 

River  Ohio  D. 

A  true  copy 

(Signed)  John  Smith  ) 

Major  5th  Regt    f 

(Sigd)  A.  Gordon 

Lieut  Colonel 

Indoreed  2, 

In  Lord  Dorcheeter's 
to  Mr.  Grenville  No  74 
of  the  10th  Novr  1790. 

[Q  49-p  105] 


GOV.   A.  ST.  CLAIR   TO  THE    CHIEFS    AND    WARRIORS  OF    THE   OTTAWA    NATIONS. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Ottawas  Nations. 
Brothers. 

At  a  treaty  I  held  with  you  and  a  great  many  other  nations  at 
Muskingum  where  you  took  hold  of  the  claim  of  Friendship  which  the 
United  States  presented  to  you,  and  wished  to  have  put  into  the  hands 
of  all  nations,  we  mutually  promised  each  other  to  keep  the  Fire  kin- 
dled, burning  bright  and  clear,  and  the  ground  swept  clean  about  it, 
that  all  nations  might  see  the  right  of  it  and  be  glad,  and  sit  down 
round  it  and  smoke  the  Pipe  of  Friendship  in  peace  and  comfort. 
Brothers, 

We  likewirte  promised  each  other  to  give  notice  if  anytliing  extra- 
ordinary was  doing,  that  there  might  be  neither  fears  nor  jealousies 
nor  Heart  burnings  between  us. 

•Mr  Mpik-. 
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Brothers, 

When  we  lighted  that  great  fire  at  Muskingum,  the  light  of  which 
shines  up  to  the  Heavens,  and  is  seen  to  a  very  great  distance  round, 
it  was  intended  to  be  a  Fire  that  should  comfort  all  the  nations,  and 
that  the  United  States  and  them  (who  have  both  sprung  from  the  same 
ground)  might  have  sat  round  it  together  in  Peace,  relieving  each  other, 
and  giving  and  receiving  all  the  pleasures  of  Brotherly  affection,  but 
there  were  several  foolish  nations  who  would  not  come  and  warm  them- 
selves at  it  altho'  they  were  asked  to  do  it. 
Brothers, 

Listen  to  my  words,    I  told  you  truth  when  I  said  the  United  States 
loved  peace.     I    told    you    truth   likewise    when    I  said   they    were    not 
afraid  of  war. 
Brothers, 

They  love  peace  because  they  know  it  to  be  best  for  all  mankind, 
and  that  the  Great  Spirit,  the  Creator  of  us  all,  is  displeased  with  his 
children  when  they  destroy  one  another. 

They  were  at  peace  with  all  their  white  brethren  and  they  wished  to 
•extend  that  blessing  to  their  red  Brothers  likewise,  but  these  foolish 
nations  would  not  listen  to  them,  they  have  continually  been  doing 
mischief  since,  and  have  carried  it  to  such  height  that  it  can  no  longer 
be  borne,  perhaps  because  it  has  been  borne  so  long  they  thought  the 
United  States  were  afraid  but  they  will  find  the  difference  between  a 
forbearance  that  arose  love  and  a  desire  to  prevent  the  shedding  of 
Brother's  blood,  and  what  arises  from  fear. 
Brothers, 

The  Army  that  is  now  going  into  the  Country  will  avenge  the  Injuries 
those  foolish  Nations,  who  would  not  listen  to  the  voice  of  Peace,  have 
•done  to  the  United  States,  they  have  obliged  them  to  do  it,  and  must 
take  the  consequences. 

But  the  sentiments  of  the  United  States  are  not  changed  towards  the 
Ottawas — they  hold  fast  the  Chain  of  Friendship  which  binds  ttiem  to 
«ach  other,  and  will  hold  it  fast  as  long  as  the  sun  and  moon  shall 
•endure,  if  the  Ottawas  will  do  so  likewise. 

Brothers, 

The  armies  of  the  United  States  will  do  no  harm  to  you,  on  the 
■contrary  they  will  do  you  good  if  they  have  the  opportunity;  take 
■care  then  my  friends  and  keep  yourselves  at  a  distance  from  the 
•Shawanese  and  those  other  foolish  Nations  who  are  joined  to  them. 
Keep  your   young   men  at   home  until    the  Storm  is    blown  over,  least 
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evil  should  befall  them.  The  I'nited  States  would  be  very  sorry  that 
iu  executing  a  just  Vengeance  upon  their  enemies  the  hair  of  a  single 
Ottawa  should  be  hurt,  for  they  consider  the  Nation  as  one  of  them- 
selves   and  every  man  of  it  as  a  brother. 

Brothers, 

I    have  sent  you  this    Message   to  inform    you  honestly  and  randidly 

of     the    design    with    which    this     army    is    marching,    to    remove    all 

doubts    from    your    mind,    to     set   your    Hearts   at    rest,  and   to  assure 

you  that    the  United  States   hate  and    despise  all    double  dealing,  that 

they    are  equally  well  disposed  to  the   Chipawas,  Potawatamies  and    all 

the  other  nations  who  took  hold  of    the  Chain  of    Friendship  with  the 

Ottawas 

(signed) 

Ar.  St  Clair 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 

States  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Dated  at  Fort  Washington  the  7th 
day  of  October  1790. 

A  String  of  White  Wampum 

D. 

Indorsed  43. 
In  Lord  Dorchesters  to  Lord  Grenville  No  84  of  the  14th  Jane  179L 
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MAJOR    JOHN    SMITH    TO   GOV.    A.    ST.    CLAIR. 

Detroit  14th  October  1790. 

Major  Smith  to  Governor  St  Clair. 
Sir 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  your  polite  letter  of  19th  September  by  Mr. 
Meigs,  who  arrived  at  this  Post  last  night,  which  I  shall  communicate, 
without  loss  of  time  to  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester. 

I  have  only  to  observe  that  the  military  preparations  carrying  on  by 
the  United  States  have  not  been  the  occasion  of  any  uneasiness  at 
this  post,  nor  have  the  Tribes  of  Indians  met  with  either  countenance, 
or  assistance  from  this  quarter  (nor  do  1  believe  any  other)  in  making 
depredations  or  committing  outrages,  on  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States.     The  TrHciciH  ho  far  from    instigating   the    cruelties    complained 
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of,  having  in  many  instances  saved  the  lives  and  preserved  the  Liberty 
of  the  People  of  America,  and  the  measures  taken  to  release  a  party 
of  Pensylvanians  from  the  Saguina  nation,  and  the  steps  pursued  to 
send  them  safe  home,  will  sufficiently  shew  how  much  this  government 
is  disposed  to  treat  its  neighbours  with  kindness  and  friendship,  as  I 
act  here  under  authority,  I  have  only  to  add.  Sir, 

that  I  have  the  honor  &c 
A  true  copy 

(signed) 

John  Smith 

Major  5th  Regt 

D. 

Indorsed :    3 

In  Lord  Dorchesters  to  Mr  ftreaville  No  74  of  the  10th  Novr  1790 
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LETTER     FROM   MAJOR    JOHN   SMITH    RELATIVE     TO   ACTIONS   NEAR   DETROIT. 

Extracts 

Glaize  16th  October  1790. 

Mr  Sharp  states  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Leith,  that  his  houses,  corn  &c 
were  consumed  in  the  general  conflagration.  That  the  Indians  burned 
not  only  the  houses  of   the  traders,  but   even  their  own. 

That  they  are  collecting  from  all  quarters  and  are  determined  to 
make  an  attempt  to  cut  them  off;  that  they  may  succeed,  but  he  fears 
they  will  not  be  strong  enough. 

That    the  Indians  have  obliged    them  (the  Traders)  to  furnish    them 

with    powder    and   ball — that   some   of    the    Traders   cattle    have    been 

killed  by  the  Indians,  and  concludes  with  saying,  it  is  astonishing  with 

what   spirit  and  alacrity  the  Indians  at  this  place,  prepare  to  go  to  the 

assistance  of  their  friends. 

John  Smith 

Major  5th  Regt 
[Q  50-1,  p  28] 
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EXTRACT    OF    LETTER    FROM    COMMANDING   OFFICER   AT     DETROIT. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commanding  officer  at  Detroit  dated 

16th  October  1790. 

"  The  Merchants  of  this  place  having  expressed  great  anxiety  con- 
"  cerning  the  transactions  going  on  in  the  Miamis  quarter  and  the 
"  safety  of  their  property  there,  I  yesterday  thought  it  my  duty  to 
"  state  to  them  the  heads  of  the  information  I  had  received  that  they 
"  might  take  such  steps  for  the  security  of  the  British  property,  on 
"  those  communications,  as  they  thought  most  advisable,  for  it  has  been 
"  hinted  that  the  Americans  would  consider  such  merchandise  as  fair 
"  plunder,  conceiving  the  proprietors  to  have  instigated  many  of  the 
"  cruelties,  committed  on  their  settlers,  but  which  I  do  confidently 
"  believe  to  be  in  general  the  reverse,  and  have  repeatedly  heard  of 
"  their  interference  to  save  the  lives  and  Liberty  of  the  subjects  of  the 
"  United  States,  and  tho'  the  property  even  escapes  this,  it  runs. 
"  another  risk  for  'tis  said  I  believe  with  reason  that  the  Indians  will 
"  oblige  the  Settlers  among  them  to  join  their  party  and  make  use  of 
"  their  property  as  they  shall  see  fit. 

"  How  far  the  loss  of    the  Miamis  Country,  to  the  protection  of  His 

"  Majesty,  will  affect    this  Post    and  its   trade,  is  a  matter  it  would   be 

"  presumptive    in  me    to  comment  on,  I  think    it   however  ray  duty    to 

"  observe,  that  it   is  a  considerable  Mart   of   Indian   Commerce,  center- 

"  ing  in  this  place. 

D. 

Indorsed:     4 
In  Lord  Dorcbestora  to  Mr  firenTille  No  74  of  the  10th  Nov.  1790 

[Q  49-p  109] 


EXTRACT  FROM  PRIVATE  LETTER  FROM  DETROIT. 

Extract  of  a  private  letter  from  Detroit  dated  17th  October  1790. 

"  I  have  long  foreseen  that  the  Settlers  on  the  Ohio  would  find  them- 
"  selves  necessitated  to  take  post  in  divers  parts  of  the  Indian  Country 
"  to  cover  their  improvements  from  the  Inroads  and  depredations  of  the 
"  Indians,  but  I  had  no  idea  they  would  be  so  imprudent  as  to  fix  them- 
"  selves  at  first  so  far  from  8up{)ort  as  are  the  Miamis  Towns. 

'•  This  step  has  however  been  adopted  and  the  certain  consequence  is 
'*  the  entire  ruin  of  the  trade  of  this  Post   for  one  year  since,  whether 
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"  the  Indians  make  peace  or  not  the  season  for  the  Hunt  will  be 
"  passed  either  in  war  or  negotiation. 

"  They  are  very  inveterate  against  the  Americans  and  have  exerted 
"  themselves  to  make  an  effectual  stand.  It  is  supposed  they  will  be 
"  able  to  assemble  from  the  tribes  three  or  four  thousand  the  Wyan- 
"  dots  and  Delawares  seem  inclined  to  remain  neuter.  The  Americans 
"  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Harmar  consist  of  about  three  thousand 
"  men,  of  whom  near  one  third  continentals,  the  remainder  draughts  from 
"  the  militia  and  volunteers  from  Kentucky  chiefly  mounted.  They 
"  bring  with  them  materials  for  intrenching  and  defending  a  post.  They 
"  quit  the  Ohio  at  Pipe  Creek  and  cross  the  country  to  the  Miamis 
"  Towns. 

"  It  can  do  no  harm  to  say  that  the  Muskingum  Settlements  (as  My 
"  Lord  Dorchester  may  be  better  informed)  from  whence  this  expedition 
"  puts  forth  is  composed  of  disconnected  Continental  Soldiers  and  offi- 
"  cers  who  were  attached  to  the  United  States  by  no  other  Tye  but 
*'  personal  regard  for  the  President,  considering  themselves  as  sacrificed 
"  by  Congress  and  defrauded  even  in  the  sale  of  the  lands  they  occupy. 
"  This  sentiment  towards  the  Government  of  the  old  States  is  I  think 
"  the  cause  of  an  extreme  tenderness  towards  the  British  Grovernment 
"  which  affects  to  attribute  to  the  Traders  only  that  encouragement 
*'  and  supply  of  ammunition  to  the  Indians,  which  I  believe  they  in 
"  reality  attribute  to  authority. 

Indorsed:    7 

In  Lord  Dorchester  to  Mr.  Grenville  No  74  of  the  10th  Novr.  1790. 
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GEO.    SHARP   TO   COL.    A.    MC  KEE,    RELATIVE   TO   ACTIONS   NEAR   DETROIT. 

Glaize,  17th  October  1790 
Sir, 

The  American  Army  slept  nine  leagues  from  the  Miamis  on  the 
night  of  the  14th  Current, 

I  left  the  Miamis  the  15th — people  in  general  had  then  saved  a  con- 
siderable part  of  their  property,  but  the  village  was  burned  to  ashes,  by 
the  Indians,  lest  it  should  afford  shelter  to  their  enemies. 

We  understand  that    they   had  left    their  cattle    behind   them,  and  it 
is  not   certain,    that  they   have   any    cannon;    we  cannot  even   guess  at 
14 
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their  number;  but  from  the    best  accounts,    it  cannot  be  less    than  two 
thousand. 

Messrs.  Kenzie  and  Lacelle,  were  to  remain  in  the  environs  of  the 
Miamis  •!  days  at  least  after  my  departure,  and  promised  to  send  me 
eyery  intelligence  of  consequence  to  this  place,  which  I  shall  forward 
to  you.     I  remain  here  to  forward  my  perroque*  to  Rochedebout. 

Mr.  Godfroy  soi^g  to  Detroit,  and  being  well  informed  of  every  cir- 
cumstance relative  to  our  situation,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  trouble 
you  any  further  on  this  subject. 

(Signed) 

Geo:  Sharp 
To 

Colonel  McKee 

[Q  50-1,  p  27] 


col.  a.  mc  kee  to  sir  john  johnson. 

Mouth  of  Detroit  River 

Octr.  18th  1790 
Sir 

Having  heretofore  sent  you  every  information  worth  notice  during 
my  stay  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  Miamis,  am  now  to  inform  you  that 
I  left  that  place  yesterday  and  arrived  here  last  night,  the  evening 
before  I  left  the  Runners  from  the  different  villages  came  in  with  an 
account  that  a  powerful  army  was  discovered  on  their  march  towards 
the  Miamis  Towns,  and  that  the  Indians  had  removed  their  women  & 
Children,  they  were  advanced  on  the  11th  Inst  within  30  Leagues  of 
the  Indian  Villages,  so  that  before  this  time  no  doubt  they  will  be 
about  taking  Post  there,  the  consequence  of  which  to  this  place  is 
obvious,  the  Indians  of  that  neighbourhood  are  too  few  to  make  much 
opposition,  however  I  understand  they  are  determined  to  attempt  it 
and  have  asked  the  assistance  of  other  Nations,  who  seem  to  be  too 
far  dispersed  to  be  able  to  collect  in  a  short  time,  I  shall  send  Cap- 
tain Elliott  otf  to  day  to  watch  their  progress. 

I  have  also  received  a  confirmation  of  the  intelligence  I  gave  you 
yesterday  respecting  the  Spaniards,  from  an  old  Delaware  Chief  lately 
returned  from  the  Southward,  who  says  he  was  in  Council  with  them 
at  Pensacola,  when  speeches  were  delivered  to  the  Indians  notifying  a 
war  between  the  English  and  them  and  engaging  them  on  the  part  of 
the  Spaniards,  these  speeches   he  further  tells   me  has    been    forwarded 

*A  small  boat. 
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to  the  Mississippi,  and  I  am   surprised  they  have  not  reached  Michili- 

makinac    before    this  from  that    quarter — the  vessel   which   I  met   here 

being   just  about  to  sail  leaves  me  time  only   to  assure   you  that   I  am 

with  the  greatest  Eespect  <fec 

Your  obedient   Servant 

signed 

A.  McKee 

P.  S.     I  forward  a  copy  of    the  Speeches  received  by  the  Indians  & 

sent  to  me. 

Sir  John    Johnson 

Indorsed :    5 
In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr  Grenville  No  74  of  the  10th  Novemr  1790 
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LETTER   FROM    MAJOR    JOHN    SMITH   RELATIVE    TO   ACTION   OF   INDIANS. 

Detroit  19th  October  1790. 
Mr.  Godfrey  says,  he  believes  the  collected  Indians  to  be  under  a 
Thousand;  that  upwards  of  a  thousand  bushels  of  corn  was  burnt  in 
the  town — that  he  has  brought  Symbols  to  all  the  neighbouring  Indian 
nations — that  the  Indians  allowed  the  Traders  to  retire  with  the  bulk 
of  their  goods  and  assisted  them;  and  that  the  Gri  Chief,  particularly 
recommended  it  to  them — that  one  Indian  Spy  or  Courier,  watching 
the  movements  of  the  Americans  had  been  killed. 

(signed)  John  Smith 

Major  5th  Eegt. 

D. 

Indorsed :    1 
In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr  Grenville  No  79  of  the  23d  January  1791. 
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MAJOR   JOHN   SMITH   TO   CAPT.   LE  MAISTRE. 

Dettoit  20th  October  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  for  the  Informaton  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  that  Mr.  Godfroy  arrived  here  yesterday,  with  the 
disagreeable  intelligence  of  the  burning  of  the  Miamis  Town,  which 
has  been  done  by  the  Indians,  that  it  might  not  afPord   any    shelter  to 


108  COLONIAL  OFFICE   RECORDS. 

their  Enemies.  The  Traders  have  saved  most  of  their  moveable  goods, 
their  corn  has  for  the  most  part  suffered  in  the  fire,  and  they  have 
been  forced  to  give  their  powder  and  ball  to  the  Indians. 

Colonel  McKee  arrived  this  morning,  and  brings  copies  of  the 
speeches  delivered  by  Mr.  Meigs  at  Sandusky. 

From  the  general  report,  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  Spaniards 
have  beem  tampering  with  the  Indians  on  the  Mississippi,  particularly 
the  Pottawautamys;  and  belts  have,  I  understand,  been  sent  from  the 
Spaniards  (at  a  large  Council  to  the  Southward)  to  all  the  nations 
hereabouts,  declaring  their  intentions  of  going  to  war  with  Great 
Britain, 

Tis  said  the  present  intention  of  the  Indians,  is  to  attack  the  Amer- 
ican guard  with  their  cattle,  in  the  night,  that  by    throwing  them  into 
confusion,  they  may  scatter  and  be  easily    killed,  for    which    purpose  a 
number  of  bows  and  arrows  are  preparing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  servant 

(signed) 

John  Smith 

Major  5th  Regt 
Captain  Le  Maistre  |  D. 

Military  Secretary     f 

Indorsed:    2 

In  Lord  Dorcheeter's  to  Mr.  Grenviile  No  79  of  the  25th  Janaary  1790 
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CAPT.    .MATHEW    ELLIOTT   TO    COL.     A.    MCKEE. 

Sir, 

I  arrived  here  the  third  day  after  I  left  you  about  twelve  o'clock. 
Last  night  two  Delawares  arrived  express  from  the  Miamis,  they  bring 
intelligence  of  a  Skirmish  between  the  Indians  and  Americans  on  the 
20th  current,  a  thousand  of  the  Light  Horsemen,  thought  to  take  them 
by  surprise,  but  they  were  so  warmly  received  by  n  Party  of  the 
Shawnnese  and  Potowatomies,  that  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  with 
the  loss  of  three  hundred  men  killed  on  the  spot,  the  Indians  lost  only 
one  man.  There  was  only  one  Prisoner  taken,  who  told  them  that 
the  American  Army  consisted  of  two  thousand  live  hundred  men,  that 
they  had    cannon  and    ordnance    stores,  and  that    they    meant  to  make 


TRADE  WITH  THE   WESTERN  COUNTRY.  109 

an  attempt  on  Detroit  next  Spring.  This  express  brought  two  scalps, 
one  for  their  friends  here  and  another  for  Capt  Pipe,  and  the  Hurons, 
with  a  very  smart  message  to  him. 

The  Indians  are  a  thousand  strong,  but  the  Sacks  and  Foxes  have 
forbid  them  to  attack  the  Americans  until  their  arrival.  The  Indians 
were  all  in  the  highest  spirits,  and  very  confident  of  success. 

I  proceed  this  day  about  forty  miles  up  the  River,  to  hasten  the 
Traders  to  secure  their  property,  and  to  collect  more  intelligence  with 
Messrs  Sharp  and  McDonald,  I  shall  expect  to  see  you  soon. 

I  remain  Sir  &c 
(Signed) 

M.  Elliot 
Grand  Glaize  ) 

23d  October  1790     \ 

P.  S.  It  is  confidently  reported  that  one  Indian  killed  Thirty 
Americans  in  the  late  Action  of  the  20th 

MoNTKEAL  29th  November  1790 
Col.  McKee 

Indorsed:    Capt  Elliot's  letter 
to  Col.  McKee 
In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Grenville  No  79  of  the  23d  Jany  1791. 
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MINUTES  OF  A  COMMITTEE  ON  TEADE  WITH  THE  WESTERN  COUNTRY. 

Tuesday  5th  April  1791. 

At  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  Bishops  Palace 
Present  * 

The  Honorable  Major  General  Clarke  Lt.  Govr. 

The  Honorable  William  Smith  Esqr.  Chief  Justice  &  the  Honorable 

Thomas  Dunn  William  Grant 

Edward  Harrison  Paul  Roc  De  St  Ours 

John  Collins  Francis  Baby 

Adam  Mabane  Joseph  De  Longuetiil 

J.  G.  C.  De  Lery  Samuel  Holland 

Geerge  Pownall  Charles  de  Lanaudiere 

Picott6  De  Belestre  R.  A.  De  Boucherville 

Henry  Caldwell  Le  Cte  Da  pie 

Esquires 
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Mr.  Grant  from  the  Committee  charged  to  wait  on  His  Excellency 
Navigation  the  Goveruor  with  a  Transcript  of  the  Bill  passed  last  Satur- 
'"  day  intitled,  "  An  Act  to  explain  the    act   intitled  '"  An  Act 

"  or  Ordinance  for  promoting  the  Inland  Navigation  and  to  promote 
"  the  Trade  to  the  Western  Country"  reports  that  the  Committee  have 
"  waited  on  His  Lordship  therewith  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
*'  Council. 

Colonel  Caldwell  read  in  his  place  his  dissent  from  the  vote  of  the 
Council  of  Saturday  last  for  passing  the  Navigation  Bill  in  the  follow- 
ing words  vi/t. 

"  Mr.  Caldwell's  dissent  from  the  majorit}'  of  the  Council  on  Mr. 
"  Mabane's  motion  for  striking  out  the  5th  Art.  of  the  Ordinance  for 
"  promoting  the  Inland  Navigation  &c. 

"  Because  that  article  is  contrary  to  the  King's  Instructions  to  every 
"  Governor  of  the  Province  since  the  Conquest,  which  instructions 
"  appear  to  me  wise  and  Politick,  and  ought  more  particularly  to  be 
"  enforced  since  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

"  Because  the  merchants  trading  to  the  Western  Country  in  their 
"  representations  seem  to  complain  more  of  the  expence  attending  the 
*'  taking  out  of  Licences  than  of  the  restrictions  those  licences  lay  them 
"  under,  and  which  licences  being  directed  by  the  King's  Instructions 
"  to  be  given  without  fee  or  reward,  the  fees  might  be  moderated  by 
"  the  legislature,  for  other  grievances,  formerly  complained  of,  respect- 
"  ing  Passes,  seem  to  have  been  done  away,  by  the  regulations  made  and 
"  orders  given  by  the  Commanders  in  Chief  since  the  Peace. 

"  Because  the  regulations  expressed  in  the  Licences  and  the  submis- 
"  sion  to  them  secured  by  the  Bond  given  when  the  licence  is  granted, 
"  seem  to  me  absolutely  necessary,  as  well  to  prevent  irreiiularities  in 
"  that  Trade,  which  might  occasion  disputes  with  the  Indians,  as  to 
"  prevent  the  Furs  proceeding  from  that  Trade,  being  carried  out  of 
*'  the  Province,  independent  of  the  bad  conseijuences  that  might  result 
"  from  disatlected  People,  under  the  Idea  of  Trade  getting  from  this 
"  Province  into  the  Indian  Country,  debauching  and  alienating  from  us 
"  the  affections  of  the  Natives,  holding  Councils  with  them  and  exchang- 
"  ing  Belts  of  Wninpnni,  which  hitherto  has  been  prohibited,  except  to 
"  the  Kings  Superiiitendant  of  Indian  Affairs  tt  those  in  his  Department. 

"  Because  the  Powers  given  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  by  this  Law 
"  to  regulate  the  Indian  Trade  when  he  may  Judge  it  necessary  are 
"  done  away,  as  the  Persons  who  ought  to  conform  to  such  regulations 
"  will  not  be  under  any  bond  to  conform  thereto. 
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"  Because  the  exemption  from  taking  out  Licences  is  partial  extending 

"  to  the  Western  Country  only,  where,  in  my  opinion,  such  exemptions 

"  are  dangerous  to  the  Publick  Safety,  and    not   given  to  other  of    His 

"  Majesty's  Subjects  (equally    entitled    to  a   free   commerce)  who  trade 

"  from   the  other    parts   of    the    Province,  and    where   such    exemptions 

"  might  in  my  opinion  be  given  consistent  with  the  public  safety." 

(  signed  ) 

Henry  Caldwell. 
[  Q  50-2,  p  378  ] 


Memorial  of  Montreal  Merchants. 

"Sir 

"  In  consequence  of  the  conversation  we  had  with  you,  on  the  sub- 
"  ject  of  the  Bill  in  contemplation  for  amendment  of  the  ordinance 
*'  respecting  the  Inland  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  this  Province,  we 
"  have  taken  the  same  into  serious  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  sub- 
"  mit  to  You  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  our  sentiments  thereupon. 
"  The  first  principle  of  Commerce  is,  that  it  be  free  and  unfettered, 
"  and  while  the  Merchant  is  pursuing  his  Traffic  without  contravening 
"  the  Laws  of  his  Country  he  ought  to  be  encouraged.  Under  this 
"  idea  we  conceive  little  or  no  regulation  of  the  Interior  Commerce 
"  necessary  and  that  little  should  be  placed  in  hands  not  liable  to  be 
"  warped,  or  that  might  apply  it  to  partial  and  Corrupt  Purposes. 

"  The  first  amendment  in  our  opinion  necessary,  is,  that  the  Ordi- 
*'  nance  of  1777  respecting  the  sale  of  Spirituous  Liquors  to  Indians  & 
*'  Passes  to  their  Country  be  repealed.  If  the  first  is  restrained,  it 
"  will  transfer  the  Trade  to  the  Americans  and  Spaniards,  because  it 
"  is  well  known  that  the  Savages  will  have  Liquors  somewhere,  and  if 
"  they  cannot  get  them  from  us,  they  will  go  where  such  restrictions 
"  are  unknown,  and  buy  them,  also  the  other  articles  of  manufacture 
"  applicable  to  their  wants.  Passes  we  conceive  not  necessary  at  all, 
"  but  if  they  will  not  be  dispensed  with,  we  beg  that  the  power  of 
"  granting  them  may  not  be  placed  in  any  hand  inferio]f  to  that  of  the 
"  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  that  they  be 
"  simple,  given  to  every  British  Subject  indiscriminately  and  no  Inter- 
"  ference  whatever  of  any  military  or  other  officer  in  the  Upper 
"  Districts  permitted    after  they    are  given.     The    rate  is   too  high    and 
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"  ought  to  be  reduced.  If  an  abuse  can  be  supposed  possible,  it  is 
"  easy  to  be  remedied  the  succeeding  Session  of  the  Legislature  after 
"  it  actually  shall  happen.  The  Merchants  in  Montreal  on  obtaining 
"  them  should  be  considered  as  primary,  and  those  in  the  Upper 
"  Country  whom  they  supply,  their  secondary  Agents  in  the  Trade,  so 
"  that  no  new  pass  can  be  at  all  necessary  there.  The  goods  used  in  this 
"  Trade  are  legally  imported  into  the  Province,  and  we  conceive 
"  Entries  or  Details  of  them  at  any  Post,  or  on  shipment  on  Board 
*'  any  Inland  Vessel,  as  useless,  oppressive  and  impossible  to  be  com- 
'*  plied  with.  The  Idea  of  Ilicit  Trade  at  any  Place  above  Montreal  is 
"  impracticable,  there  is  not  a  wish  of  any  Person  in  the  Business  to 
"  pursue  it,  on  the  contrary  many  Peltries  are  brought  in  at  great 
"  expense  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  States,  and  surely  it  is  absurd  to 
"  suppose  that  they  would  send  them  back  by  the  Lakes  and  Rivers 
"  at  still  greater — but  were  that  otherwise,  it  is  impossible  to  be 
"  done,  while  Oswego  is  garrisoned  by  us,  and  the  Preventive  officer 
"  there  does  his  duty.  Private  navigation  has  now  subsisted  two  years, 
"  with  benefit  to  the  Commerce,  and  no  inconvenience  or  danger  have 
"  resulted  from  it  to  Government.  The  Return  in  Furrs  have  come  as 
"  safely  to  Montreal  as  before,  and  may  continue  to  do  so,  untill  that 
"  by  some  ill  judged  and  speculative  regulations  we  throw  a  decided 
"  advantage  in  the  way  of  our  opponents.  We  are  Rivals  to  the 
*'  Americans  in  that  Trade  from  principle  and  Interest  and  we  ought 
"  to  beware  of  restraining  the  exertion  and  Competition  of  our  own 
"  subjects  in  a  traffic  so  beneficial  to  the  Mother  Country  and  this 
"  Province.  The  fees  allowed  for  entering  and  clearing  Inland  Vessels 
"  under  the  present  system  are  burthensome  to  the  Trade,  and,  from 
*•  the  frequency  of  their  voyages,  become  in  the  course  of  a  season, 
"  more  materially  so.  Deeply  interested  as  we  are  in  the  Commerce  of 
"  the  Upper  Country,  it  cannot  be  supposed  we  would  suggest  any- 
"  thing  but  what  from  experience  and  conviction  we  think  would  be 
"  of  utility  to  it,  and  equally  safe  to  His  Majesty's  Government.  From 
"  the  Pains  you  have  taken  to  obtain  information,  for  which  we  are 
"  very  thankfuj,  we  cannot  entertain  a  doubt,  but  that  the  Legislature 
"  will  now  frame  an  Ordinance  upon  plain,  simple  and  commercial 
"  principles  doing  away  the  former  Bills,  except  in  as  much  as  relates 
"  to  the  Registry  of  private  vessels,  and  these  being  owned,  and  uavi- 
"  gated  only  by    British  Subjects,  and  adopting   in  their  stead  what  is 
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"  applicable  to  the  Representations  from  Montreal,  Niagara  and  Detroit 
"  upon  the  subject  which  coincide  with  our  present  opinions. 
"  We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

"  Tour  most  obedient   Servants 
26th  October  1790 

fPHYN   ElLICE   &   Co 

j  Forsyth  Richardson  &  Co 
j  McTavish  Frobishee  &  Co 
[Signed]        -'  John  &  Andrew  McGill 
I  William  Robertson 

DoBiE  &  Badgly 
i^A.  Auldjo 
[Q  51-1,  p  77] 


Draft  of  a  Bill  to  Regulate  Trade. 

"  The  Chairman  then  laid  before  the  Committee  the  draft  of  a  Bill 
"  to  amend  the  Navigation  Act  and  to  correct  the  restraints  com- 
"  plained  of  by  the  Merchants  Trading  to  the  Western  Countries,  in 
"  the  words  following. 

"  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  the  Act  entitled  An  act  or  ordi- 
*'  nance  for  promoting  the  Inland  Navigation,  and  to  promote  the  Trade 
"  to  the  Western  Country. 

"  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Commerce  which 
"  it  was  the  Intention  of  the  said  Ordinance  to  encourage  that  it  be 
"  unclogged  with  any  unnecessary  impediments  1st.  Be  it  therefore 
"  enacted  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Legislative  Coun- 
*'  cil,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
"  Oath  to  the  Manifest  of  the  Cargo  of  such  Vessels  trading  to 
"  the  Western  Countries  which  by  the  said  Act  are  required  to  have 
"  Registers,  shall  suffice,  as  to  such  articles,  as  are  not  shipped  upon 
'•  the  Private  account  of  the  Chief  Navigator,  if  he  shall  swear  that 
"  the  Quantities  and  Qualities  are  in  his  manifest  stated  according  to 
"  His  Bills  of  Lading,  and  that  the  manifest  doth  express  the  whole 
"  thereof  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  and  like- 
"  wise  every  article  of  Trade  on  his  private  Account,  or  on  account  of 
*'  any  person  whatsoever. 

"  2nd.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority,  that  as  often  as 
"  the  vessel  may  be  seized  for  not  being  documented,  as  by  the  said 
15 
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"  Act  is  required,  it  shall  not  expose  to  confiscation  either  the  vessel 
"  or  her  apparel  and  furniture,  or  the  property  therein  of  any  of  the 
"  Shippers  not  being  privy  thereto  or  concerned  therein,  provided  they 
*'  shall  respectively  be  His  Majesty's  good  and  faithful  subjects  residing 
*'  within  His  Dominions. 

"  f3rd.  But  for  the  prevention  of  Frauds  in  the  Navigation  and  Com- 
*'  merce  aforesaid,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority,  that  as 
"  often  as  any  vessel  shall  be  found  sailing  from  any  Port  of  His 
**  Majesty's  Territories  on  the  Lakes  not  documented  as  by  Law  directed, 
*'  the  Captain  or  Chief  Navigator  shall  not  only  be  answerable  to  all 
*'  and  every  person  and  persons  who  may  receive  loss  and  Damage 
*'  thereby,  but  shall  incurr  a  penalty  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  to  His 
"  Majesty  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  Court  of  Justice  within 
"  this  Province;  one  third  of  which  forfeiture  shall  belong  to  the  per- 
*'  son  or  persons  suing  for  the  same.  And  for  the  more  secure  recov- 
"  ery  thereof,  such  Captain  or  Chief  Navigator  shall  be  detained  and 
*' imprisoned. until  he  shall  have  entered  into  recognizance  in  double 
*'  the  said  Penalty  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  judgement  of  one 
"  of  the  Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas  of  the  District  of  the  Port, 
"  Post,  or  Place  to  which  he  may  be  brought  personally  to  appear  in 
"  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  such 
"  Recognizance,  there  to  answer  to  any  suit  to  be  brought  against  him 
'*  for  the  said  Penalty,  and  to  abide  the  Judgement  of    the  said  Court. 

"  4th.  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that  whenever 
*'  the  Court  before  which  any  proceedings  may  be  had  for  any  such 
"  Seizure  or  Penalty,  shall  give  judgement  for  the  acquittal  of  the 
"  Property  seized,  or  the  Discharge  of  the  Party  prosecuted,  but  shall 
"  at  the  same  time  cause  to  be  entered  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Court 
"  that  the  Prosecutor  had  reasonable  cause  for  making  the  seizure  or 
"  commencing  the  same  suit,  the  owner  or  Defendant  shall  not  recover 
"  any  Damages  or  costs  against  any  persons  concerned  in  such  seizure 
*'  or  Prosecution. 

"  5th.  And  to  the  end  that  the  Trade  to  the  Western  Districts  and 
"  Indian  Countries  may  be  free  and  open  to  all  His  Majesty's  faithful 
"  subjects  in  every  part  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  carrying  on  Trade,  or 
"  other  stated  residents  of  this  Province,  to  take  out  any  where  or  from 
*'  any  Person  or  Persons  any  Licence,  Pass,  Permit  or  other  writing 
"  whatsoever  for  going  into  or  Trading  with  the  Indians  or  other  Inhab- 
'•  itants  of  the  Western  Countries,  Districts  or  Counties  of  this  Province 
"  or  Territories  whatsoever;  or  for  the  carrying  or  conveying  thither  or 
*'  elsewhere  in  Boats,  Battoes  or  Canoes  any  goods.  Wares  or  Merchan- 


TRADE  WITH  THE  WESTERN  COUNTRY.  115 

■"  dize  or  Provisions  or  other  effects  not  specifically  prohibited  or  for 
^'  returning  with  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  or  with  the  produce  in 
"  Bever  Furs  or  Skins  or  such  other  effects  as  may  be  legally  carried 
^'  transported  or  imported  nor  to  take  out  any  Licence  for  the  sale  of 
**  Strong  Liquors  to  the  Indians  or  other  Persons  other  than  such 
*'  Licence  as  is  required  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  four- 
■"  teenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  Eeign  intitled  "An  Act  to  establish  a 
*'  fund  towards  further  defraying  the  charges  of  the  administration  of 
^'  Justice,  and  support  of  the  Civil  Government,  within  the  Province  of 
"  Quebec  in  America  "  any  law  ordinance  or  regulation  of  this  Province 
^'  heretofore  made  or  passed  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  Prorided 
"  always  nevertheless  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that  it 
*'  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for  His  Excellency  The  Governor  or  Com- 
^'  mander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
"  sent  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  to  restrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce  to 
"  any  Part  or  Place  of  the  said  Western  Countries  and  Inland  Terri- 
*'  tories  and  regulate  the  case  with  any  of  the  Indian  Tribes  or  Nations 
"  or  other  Inhabitants  thereof,  and  likewise  to  restrain  and  regulate  the 
*'  sale  &  distribution  of  Spirituous  Liquors  in  all  Forts  and  Garrisons 
*'  and  other  places  where  Indians  resort,  and  of  arms,  ammunition 
"  and  other  warlike  or  naval  stores,  when  and  so  often  as  the  public 
^'  safety  and  peace  may  require,  declaring  the  same  from  time  to  time 
""  by  proclamation  under  the  Great  Seal. 

"  6th.  And  in  order  to  prevent  the  Accidents  that  happen  to  Canoes, 
"*'  the  property  therein,  and  the  navigators  thereof,  in  the  Dangerous 
*'  Passage  down  the  Eapids  of  the  Outawais  or  Great  River,  between 
■"  the  Lower  Carrying  Place  of  the  Chaudiere  and  the  Allumets,  by 
"  reasons  of  persons  selling  Spirituous  Liquors  to  the  Canoe  men  thereby 
"*'  intoxicating  them  and  rendering  them  incapable  to  conduct  and  man- 
"  age  the  canoes  in  the  said  Rapids,  to  the  Great  Injury  of  the  Trade 
"  and  the  Risk  of  the  lives  of  the  Navigators,  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
""  authority  aforesaid,  that  ^very  person  who  shall  be  convicted  before 
"  any  one  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace  upon  the  oath  of  the  Informer 
*'  and  one  more  Credible  witness,  of  having  sold  or  given  any  Spirituous 
"  Liquors  to  any  Canoe  man  in  his  passage  down  the  Outawais  or  Great 
*'  River,  between  the  lower  Carrying  Place  of  the  Chaudiere  and  the 
""  Place  called  the  Allumets,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Twenty 
"  Pounds  and  lose  the  Benefit  of  his  Licence  if  any  he  has  for  selling 
■"  Spirituous  Liquors  which  penalty  may  be  sued  and  recovered  summa- 
•"  rily  before  one  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  applied  as  aforesaid. 
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"  7th.  Aud  whereas  it  is  made  Penal  to  settle  in  the  Indian  Villages 
"  without  Licence  by  an  Act  or  Ordinance  of  this  Province  passed  in  the 
"  seventeenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign,  entitled  an  Ordinance  to 
'•  prevent  the  selling  of  strong  Liquors  to  Indians  in  the  Province  of 
"  Quebec,  as  also  to  deter  persons  from  buying  their  Arms  or  cloath- 
"  ing,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  Trade  and  Intercourse 
*'  with  the  said  Indians." 

"  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that  nothing  in  the 
"  said  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  affect  such  as  are  lawfully  employed  in 
"  the  Inland  Commerce  or  such  as  resort  to  this  Province  with  the 
"  Intention  bona  fide  of  settling  the  waste  Lands  of  the  Crown^ 
"  and  who  are  in  the  course  to  conform  to  the  regulations  by  the 
"  Government  for  that  purpose  made  and  established,  and  shall  bo 
"  declare  upon  oath  when  thereunto  required,  or  to  any  other  His 
"  Majesty's  Liege  Subjects;  but  to  such  only  as  not  being  His  Majesty's 
"  Subjects  shall  arrive  at  any  Port  Post  or  Place  where  any  magistrate 
"  may  reside  and  shall  not  within  twenty-four  hours  thereafter  take  the 
"  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown  being  required  and  shall 
"  refuse  to  take  the  oath  in  this  clause  first  aforementioned,  such 
"  Defaulter  shall  incur  a  penalty  of  Ten  Pounds,  aud  may  be  com- 
*'  mitted  and  proceeded  against  as  concerned  in  Illicit  Trade. 

"  Provided  always  nevertheless  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  all  Persons 
"  to  pass  and  repass  any  part  of  this  Province  with  a  Permission  under 
"  the  Signature  of  such  Persons  as  shall  be  authorized  to  grant  the 
"  same,  by  any  Instrument  to  be  issued  by  the  Governor  or  Comman- 
•'  der  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  under  his  hand  and  seal  at  Arms, 
''  such  person  conforming  to  the  conditions  regulations  and  Terms  in 
"  his  permission  prescribed  or  expressed. 

"  Ordered    that    this    Bill    lay    on    the    Table  for   consideration    till 
''  Saturday  next  at  ten  o'clock. 
Adjourned  to  that  hour. 

[Q51-1,  pSl] 

Council  Chamber  4th  December  1790 
"  The  Committee  mot  according  to  adjournment  on  the  2nd  Inst 
'•  Present  the  same  Members  as  bef(jre. 

"  The  Chairman  laid  before  the  Committee  a  Letter  (which  he  had 
"  omitted  at  last  meeting)  from  the  magistrates  of  Mecklenburg,  dated 
"  the  4tli  November  1789.  Addressed  to  Henry  Mot/  Esiiuire  with 
'•  their  Paper  intitled  "  Kemarks    on    the    proposed    Bill    for    amending 
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""  the  Inland  Navigation  Bill "  Marked  C  referred  by  His  Lordship  8th 
"  January  1790.  The  Chairman  then  read  the  Act  or  Ordinance  of  the 
"  17th  of  the  King  Ch.  7th  in  titled  "  An  Ordinance  to  prevent  the 
"  selling  of  strong  Liquors  to  the  Indians  &c  and  particularly  called 
"  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  1st  3d  and  5th  Articles  of  the 
"  same. 

"  The  consideration  of  the  Bill  laid  before  the  Committee  on  Thurs- 
*'  day  last  intitled  "  An  act  to  explain  and  amend  an  act  or  ordinance 
'*  for  promoting  the  Inland  Navigation  "  was  resumed. 

*'  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  Mr.  Williams,  entered  and  delivered  to 
"  the  Committee  from  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  for  their  con- 
"  sideration,  an  extract  of  His  Majesty's  Instructions  to  His  Lordship 
"  dated  at  St  James's  the  23d  August  1786  Art  32d  together  with  the 
*'  Plan  of  the  Board  of  Trade  therein  alluded  to  "  for  the  future 
"  management  of  Indian  Affairs "  dated  1764,  Both  being  read,  the 
"  extract  in  the  following  words. 

"  Extract  of  His  Majesty's  Instructions  to  the  Right  Honorable  Guy 
*'  Lord  Dorchester  dated   at    St  James's  the  23rd  day  of  August  1786." 

"  Art  82d.  It  is  our  Royal  Intention  that  the  Peltry  Trade  of  the 
"  Interior  Country  should  be  free  and  open  to  all  our  Subjects,  Inhabit- 
"  ants  of  any  of  our  Colonies,  who  shall,  pursuant  to  what  was 
"  directed  by  our  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763,  obtain  trading  Licences 
"  from  the  Governors  of  any  of  our  said  Colonies  under  Penalties  to 
"  observe  such  regulations  as  shall  be  made  by  our  Legislature  of 
"  Quebec  for  that  purpose."  These  regulations  therefore  when  estab- 
"  lished  must  be  made  Publick  through  all  our  American  Possessions, 
"  and  they  must  have  for  their  object,  the  giving  every  possible  facil- 
"  ity  to  that  Trade,  which  the  nature  of  it  will  admit  and  which  may 
"  be  considered  with  fair  and  just  dealing  towards  the  Savage,  with 
**  whom  it  was  carried  on;  the  fixing  stated  times  and  Places  for  carry- 
"  ing  on  the  trade  and  adjusting  modes  of  settling  Tarifs  of  the  Prices 
"  of  goods  and  Furs,  and  above  all  the  restraining  the  sale  of  Spirit- 
"  uous  Liquors  to  the  Indians,  will  be  the  most  probable  and  effectual 
*'  means  of  answering  the  ends  proposed;  These  and  a  variety  of  other 
"  regulations  incident  to  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the  Peltry  Trade 
"  in  the  Interior  Country  are  fully  stated  in  a  plan  proposed  by  our 
'*  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  in  1764,  a  copy  of  which 
"  will  be  herewith  delivered  to  you,  and  which  will  serve  as  a  guide 
"  in  a  variety  of  Cases,  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  provision 
"  by  Law  for  that  important  Branch  of  the  American  Commerce." 

exd  signed  H.  M. 
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"  Ordered  that  they  lay  on  the    Table  and  that  the  Consideration  be 

"  resumed  at  the  next  call  of  the  Chair. 

Adjourned. 

11th  December  1790 

"  The  Committee  met  at  the  request  of  the  Chair. 

"  Present  the  same  Members  as  before. 

"  The  Committee  resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  Bill  proposed  to 
"  amend  the  Navigation  and  Inland  Trade  Acts. 

"  His  Majesty's  32nd  Instruction  to  Lord  Dorchester  and  the  Plan 
"  for  the  future  management  of  Indian  Affairs "  digested  by  the  Board 
"  of  Trade  and  Plantations  in  1764  were  again  read. 

**  The  Chairman  observed. 

"  That  however  fitting  the  scheme  of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords 
"  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantation  may  have  been  when 
"  penned,  for  the  conduct  of  Indian  affairs,  it  appeared  to  him  that. 
"  Subtraction  of  Thirteen  of  the  Colonies  to  which  it  referred,  from 
"  His  Majesty's  government  had  totally  changed  the  face  of  Commer- 
"  cial  Policy  in  America. 

"  These  Colonies  were  become  so  many  Independent  States,  each  of 
"  them  assuming  Sovereign  Authority,  each  of  them  our  rival  in  the 
*'  Valuable  Commerce  carried  on  with  the  Savage  Nations  in  the  West, 
"  whose  Countries  they  had  already  possessed  themselves  of  and  were 
"  daily  penetrating  farther  into  the  Wilderness  in  search  of  Settlement 
"  and  Trade. 

"  While  North  America  remained  under  one  Sovereignty  it  was  pos- 
"  sible  to  confine  the  Indian  Trade  to  Forts  Garrisons  &  Truck 
"  Houses,  and  it  was  as  Political  as  Humane  to  restrain  the  Distribu- 
"  tion  of  Spirituous  Li(iuors  among  men  guided  by  the  Passions  of 
"  Nature  only.  If  Humanity  still  continued  the  same,  Commercial 
"  Policy  and  Intercourse  had  changed. 

"  To  judge  from  the  materials  before  the  Committee  (the  representa- 
"  tions  of  the  Merchants  and  Magistrates  of  the  five  Upper  Districts 
"  of  the  Province)  either  the  Freest  Intercourse  with  the  Indian 
"  Nations  must  be  encouraged  or  the  inestimable  Traffic  carried  on 
*'  with  them  would  certainly  find  its  way  to  Spain  and  the  United 
"  States. 

"  If  the  Government  of  the  respective  States  should  enter  into 
**  Treaties  with  Great  Britain  for  regulating  the  Commerce  with  the 
"  Savage  Tribes,  would  such  Treaties  meet  with  observance  from 
"  the  Emigrants  daily  estaljlishing  on  the  Banks  of  the  Ohio,  the 
"  Wnbache,  the  Missouri  <V  the  Mississippi  ? 
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"  If  it  be  true,  as  represented,  that  those  Emigrants  have  already  set 
up  Distilleries  of  Corn  Spirits  throughout  the  back  Settlements,  and 
without  controul  supply  the  Indians  with  such  Destructive  Liquors, 
is  there  not  humanity  in  supplying  them  moderately  with  Spirits  of 
a  less  pernicious  quality?  Especially  when  it  is  admitted  that  no 
consideration,  distance,  hunger  or  nakedness,  will  prevent  those  Savages 
from  obtaining  their  bewitching  beverage. 

"  It  cannot  be  ascertained  that  much  evil  has  hitherto  resulted  from 
the  Spirits  distributed  to  Indians  by  the  voyagers  of  this  Country;, 
and  yet  it  is  notorious  notwithstanding  the  restrictive  Laws,  the 
Passports  and  the  Bonds,  with  which  the  Indian  Commerce  has  been 
fettered,  that  Quantities  of  Liquors  have  and  must  annually  be  carried 
among  the  nations  to  the  remotest  corners  of  their  wintering  grounds 
throughout  the  extensive  Countries  they  Inhabit.  The  Traders  per- 
sonal Interest  and  safety  have  been  the  best  security  against  abuses. 
It  does  not  appear  that  they  have  given  the  Indians  more  than  was 
necessary  to  prevent  them  from  carrying  their  Furs  to  a  distant  or 
Foreign  market,  nor — has  it  been  customary  to  make  Hum  an  article 
of  Barter  in  the  Trade.  Its  use  is  rather  confined  to  gifts  at  feasts 
and  Publick  Talks,  where  care  is  taken  to  guard  against  the  evil 
consequences  of  Drunkenness  and  Debauch.  The  Leaders  are  sen- 
sible that  their  most  permanent  Interests  are,  that  the  Indians  be 
induced  to  hunt,  that  they  be  annually  supplied  with  necessaries 
ammunition  and  clothing,  in  exchange  for  the  Bever  and  Furs  of 
their  Chase.  For,  though  Rum  might  procure  the  Hunt  of  a  year, 
yet  if  obtained  only  by  its  means  future  Industry  would  cease,  mur- 
der might  result  and  all  its  concomitant  evils. 

"  The  power  of    regulating  the   Internal    Commerce  is   by    His    Maj- 
esty's Instructions  before  us  committed  to  the  Legislature  of  Quebec, 
regulations    when  established    are    to    be    made    public,  through  His 
Majesty's  American  Dominions.     The  Peltry  Trade    is  to  be  free  and 
open  to  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  every  facility  given  to  it  that 
its  nature    will  admit  consistent    with  fair   and  just    dealing  towards 
the  Savages  with  whom  it  is  carried  on. 
**  Such  are  the  benevolent  desires  of  the  Royal  Instruction. 
"  It  accords  with  the  desire-s    of   the    Merchants;    For,   according    to 
"  them  "  the  first  principle  of    commerce  is  that  it  be  free    and    unfet- 
"  tered:"  deeply  interested    in  the  commerce  of    the  Upper    Country  it 
"  cannot  be    supposed    they  would    suggest    any  thing  but    what  from 
"  experience    &    conviction    they    think  would    be  of    utility    to    it    and 
"  equally  safe  to  His  Majesty's  Government." 
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"  It  is  known  to  the  Committee  that  the  Gentlemen  who  thus  pledge 
"  themselves  are  the  principal  Houses  concerned  in  the  Interior  Com- 
*'  meree  of  the  Western  Countries  and  Lakes,  that  they  have  extended 
"  their  adventur*^s  to  mauy  Tribes  of  Indians  unknown  at  the  time  of 
"  framing  the  Scheme  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  And  that  they  are  in 
"  the  Actual  course  of  beneficial  Commercial  Discoveries  in  the 
"  remotest  parts  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions  in  the  Hemisphere  we 
*'  inhabit.  Phyn  Ellices  &  Inglis  are  as  noted  in  the  Capital  for 
*'  probity  as  for  enterprise  and  extensive  Mercantile  Speculations.  The 
"  persevering  Genius  of  McTavish  &  Co  will  not  be  satisfied  until  it 
"  has  reached  the  Discoveries  of  the  immortal  Cook. 

"  Such  spirit  of  Adventure,  and  the  Commercial  Profits  derived  from 
"  it,  had  been  lost  to  Britain  had  the  Peltry  Trade  been  confined  to 
*'  fixed  Posts  or  "  Truck  Houses "  or  the  rates  of  Barter  settled  by 
"  "  Tariffs  "  For  who  could  estimate  the  risque  and  expence  the  anxiety, 
"  the  care,  and  the  Labour  of  the  adventurous  merchant  in  the 
*'  Transport  of  his  wares  Three  Thousand  miles  into  the  American 
"  Wilderness! 

"  When  this  Committee  contemplates  the  inexplicable  hazards  of 
"  Life,  Health  and  Fortune,  to  which  the  followers  of  the  Internal 
**  Commerce  are  exposed,  it  cannot  but  recommend  to  its  Protector,  the 
"  noble  Lord  at  the  Head  of-  the  Government,  that  it  be  freed  of  every 
"  obstacle,  every  charge,  every  real  or  imaginary  evil,  with  which  it  is 
"  stated  to  be  incumbered.  Left  to  itself,  it  will  flourish  and  expand — 
"  Touch  it;  it  decays  or   dies. 

"  The  late  division  of  the  Western  part  of  the  Province  into  Dis- 
"  tricts,  the  settlement  of  the  Loyalists,  the  organization  and  establish- 
'•  ment  of  magistracy  and  Laws,  provide  for  the  dispensation  of  Justice 
*'  to  all  denominations  of  men.  The  Military  Commandants  of  Posts, 
'*  are  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  assuming  Civil  or  Criminal  Juritf- 
*'  diction  or  of  Interfering  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  of  the  Citizen  and 
"  Merchants. 

'•  It  rests  now  with  the  Legislature  to  provide  Wholesome  Laws  to 
"  meet  all  future  wants  in  ihe  remotest  parts  of  thf  Province,  and  with 
"  His  Majesty's  Representative  to  appoint  to  the  executive  administra- 
"  tion  throughout  the  Whole  Government.  The  Indians  are  e(iually 
"  under  the  Protection  of  the  Laws  as  His  Majesty's  other  subjects  and 
*'  the  benefits  of  a  free  British  Government  begin  to  be  felt  over  all 
'*  this  immense  Country,  where  we  may  soon  liojw  to  see  it  estal)liKhed 
"  in  all  ite  extent,  Powers  &  purity. 
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"  Kesolved  unanimously  and  ordered  that  these  observations  be 
*'  entered  and  stand  on  the  Minutes  as  the  Sentiments  of  the  Committee. 

"  Next,  as  connected  with  the  navigation  of  the  Lakes,  the  Committee 
"  took  up  the  consideration  of  a  Letter  from  William  Robertson  Esquire 
**  merchant  in  Detroit  (a  commissioner  of  the  Peace  and  a  member  of 
"  the  Land  office  of  the  District  of  Hesse)  dated  the  8th  October  1788 
*'  addressed  to  William  Dummer  Powell,  Isaac  Winslow  Clarke  and 
"  Louis  Genevay  Esquires  Trustees  for  the  Settlement  of  Commercial 
"  Transport  over  the  Lakes  in  the  King's  Vessels. 

"  Referred  to  this  Committee  by  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  on 
"  the  22nd  October  last  (1790)  for  their  information  in  framing  such 
"  Clauses  for  the  Intended  Navigation  Bill,  as  may  be  requisite  to  pre- 
*'  vent  future  Detriment  to  Trade." 

The  letter  is  in  the  following  words. 
To  Wm  Dummer  Powell  ^ 
Issac  Winslow  Clarke         >  Esquires 

&  L.  Gene  way  J 

Montreal  8th  October  1788 
Gentlemen 

"  I  received  your  letter  and  account  of  Freight  for  1786  &  1787;  & 
"  here  inclose  mine,  on  which  there  is  a  balance  due  me.  I  have  not 
"  charged  the  money  paid  you  by  Messrs.  Todd  &  McGill  presuming 
*'  you  have  not  of  course  inserted  any  of  those  sums  again  in  this 
"  account.  I  have  not  charged  anything  for  loss,  disembarkation  or 
'*  detention  at  Carleton  Island  for  the  years  1786  &  1787,  because  my 
"  agents  here  have  not  furnished  me  with  the  particulars,  at  the  same 
*'  time  they  mention  their  existance,  &  further  inform  me  that  the  Loss 
"  I  sustained  in  Mohawk  which  alone  exceeded  Three  hundred  Pounds 
"  Halifax  arose  from  the  goods  being  detained  and  not  shipped  in 
"  their  just  rotation.  As  no  regular  account  has  yet  been  furnished 
"  me  by  Government  for  the  transport  of  1784  &  1785.  I  have  also 
"  postponed  for  the  present  an  account  of  Losses  I  sustained  during 
"  that  period,  of  which  however,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words: — 

"  It  was  naturally  expected  by  the  merchant's,  that  Government  pro- 
"  hibited  the  sailing  of  Private  vessels,  and  suppressed,  at  Least  for  a 
"  time,  the  carrying  of  merchandize  in  any  other  way  but  in  the  King's 
"  vessels,  and  thereby  virtually  undertook  to  transport  the  goods  neces- 
"  sary  for  the  supply  and  Trade  of  the  Upper  Country  over  the  Lakes 
"  and  to  carry  down  all  the  returns  and  Peltry.  I  say  it  was  expected 
^'  that  a  sufficient  number  of  King's  vessels  would  have  been  kept  up 
"  for  that  purpose. 
16 
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"  1784.  This  however  was  so  far  from  being  in  the  least  attended  to 
"  that  His  Excellency  General  Haldimand,  then  Commander  in  Chief  in 
"  the  Summer  of  1784  without  the  least  previous  notice  to  the  merchants, 
"  or  any  permission  for  Boats  or  private  vessels  to  navigate,  issued  a 
"  sudden  order,  which  reached  Detroit  about  the  beginning  of  August, 
"  for  the  reduction  of  the  naval  establishments  on  the  Lakes.  The 
"  large  vessels  were  immediately  stopped,  unladen,  unrigged  &  the  hands 
"  discharged.  The  Communications  of  Carleton  Island  and  Niagara  were 
"  then  crowded  with  Merchants'  goods  remaining  since  the  preceding 
"year  (1783)  and  others  of  the  new  importation  was  daily  arriving  to 
"  augment  the  quantity  and  increase  the  confusion.  There  was  at  the 
"  same  time  an  order  to  forward  in  preference  to  everything  else  a  large 
"  quantity  of  provisions,  public  stores  and  Indian  presents,  then  actually 
"  on  the  communications  of  Carleton  Island  and  Niagara;  and  for  the 
"  transport  of  which  alone  the  remaining  vessels  on  the  new  estabHshment 
"  were  said  to  be  hardly  suflBcient.  The  consternation  excited  by  this 
"  ill  timed  order  was  so  great,  and  the  prospect  of  Ruin  and  General 
"  Bankruptsy  that  it  was  hut  too  plain  must  (Sic.)  so  eminent  that 
"  the  Merchants,  amazed,  alarmed  and  perplexed,  for  the  moment  hardly 
"  knew  what  steps  to  take;  for  the  season  was  advancing  so  fast,  and 
"  the  distance  from  headquarters  so  great  as  almost  to  put  it  out  of  the 
'*  power  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  however  prompt  in  his  requiescence 
"  with  the  prayer  of  their  petition,  to  afford  Relief;  add  to  this, 
"  that  the  crews  of  the  vessels  were  discharged,  and  then  actually  on 
"  their  way  down  to  Quebec.  Petitions,  Memorials,  and  Letters  were 
"  however  dispatched,  and  orders  returned  from  Head  Quarters  for  the 
"  vessels  to  sail  again;  but  there  were  no  hands  to  man  them;  such 
"  however  as  could  be  collected  were  got,  and  the  vessels  that  had  been 
"  laid  up  made  a  few  trips  in  the  end  of  the  Season;  but  so  far  was  the 
"  order  for  shipping  goods  in  the  rotation  as  they  had  arrived  from 
"  being  complied  with  or  observed,  that  above  forty  Batteau  load  then 
"  but  recently  forwarded  from  Montreal,  belonging  mostly  to  disbanded 
"  officers  <fec  of  the  late  Provincial  Corps  (and  others  who  had  sutficient 
"  Interest  to  procure  them)  went  up  first,  before  goods  that  had  lain 
"  fifteen  months  on  the  Communication  by  what  was  called  preference 
*'  Passes,  while  the  goods  of  those  whose  merit  or  Influence  was  unknown 
"  at  Head  Quarters  were  suffered  to  remain  a  second  Winter  on  the 
"  Communicutions  of  Carleton  Island  and  Niagara;  and  the  j)roprietor8, 
"  of  which  unfortunate  number  I  was  one  were  paying  an  Interest  on  the 
"  first  c(j8t  and  charges  of  six  per  cent,  besides  two  years  storage.  Thus 
"  ended  the  year  1784." 
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"  1785.  To  heighten  and  as  it  were  complete  the  ruin  and  mis- 
**  fortune  of  the  Merchants,  the  ensuing  spring  opened  with  the 
"  Transport  of  Provisions  and  Indian  Presents;  and  was  immedi- 
"  ately  followed  by  the  exchange  of  the  garrison  and  necessary  transport 
"  of  Troops  up  and  down  together  with  their  Baggage  and  Stores;  so 
"  that  when  the  month  of  August  came  none  of  the  goods  remaining 
"  since  the  preceding  year  had  reached  Detroit.  Application  by  memo- 
"  rial  was  again  made  to  Head  Quarters  this  Summer,  stating  in  the 
"  most  earnest  manner  the  absolute  necessity  of  affording  immediate 
"  relief  to  the  merchants  in  the  Transport  of  their  Effects,  In  conse- 
"  quence  of  which  thirty  seven  Batteau  loads  were  suffered  to  come 
'*  round  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit.  The  Commanding  officer  allowed  twenty 
"  two  more  to  come  up  in  the  Private  vessels  or  small  craft  that  ven- 
"  tured  across  the  Lake;  &  the  Gage  brought  up  twenty  seven  Batteau 
"  loads  late  in  November  the  only  voyage  made  by  that  vessel  that 
"  season,  and  for  a  year  or  two  before,  for  she  was  not  in  commission, 
"  but  fitted  out  in  consequence  of  General  Hope's  acquiescence  with  our 
"  Memorial,  was  mann'd  and  a  double  allowance  of  pay  and  provisions 
*'  given  to  the  men  to  induce  them  to  act  with  celerity,  and  although 
"  this  extra  expence  was  defrayed  by  the  merchants,  they  were  obliged 
"  notwithstanding  by  the  Commanding  officer  to  give  receipts  for  the 
"  payment  of  this  freight  to  the  King  which  amounted  to  four  hundred 
*'  and  eighty  six  Pound  York,  at  fifteen  shillings  a  barrel  Bulk;  nay 
"  what  is  more  strange,  Major  Ancrum,  who  commanded  obliged  the 
"  merchants  before  he  would  allow  the  Private  vessels  to  sail  to  promise 
"  besides  paying  the  owners,  to  sign  Receipts  for  the  Freight  of  all 
"  Peltries  and  furs  they  carried  down,  as  well  as  the  twenty  two  Bat- 
"  teau  load  of  goods  brought  up  by  them;  and  they  actually  paid  the 
"  owners  of  the  vessels  this  freight  amounting  to  (including  the  furs 
*'  carried  down)  above  four  hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  &  signed 
"  receipts  to  pay  it  over  again  to  the  King. 

"  Having  thus,  Gentlemen,  in  as  few  words  as  possible  given  a  faith- 
"  ful  account  of  the  mode  of  transporting  merchandize  over  the  Upper 
'*  Lakes  of  Canada  as  conducted  by  Government  in  the  years  1784  & 
"  1785,  I  shall  forbear  to  agravcde  the  real  distresses  it  occasioned  to 
"  the  trading  Interests  of  this  Country  by  making  remarks  or  ani- 
'*  madversions  on  a  system  so  pregnant  with  ruin  to  the  merchant  &  so 
"  obviously  tending  to  accelerate  the  loss  of  the  fur  Trade  to  Great 
"  Britain;  regretting  that  though  it  had  its  rise  prior  in  time  to  the 
"  commencement  of  this  narrative  its  fatal  operations  have  been  felt 
*'  though  in  a  less  degree  through  the   subsequent  periods  to  the  pres- 
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"  ent  year;  the  truth  of  which  is  known  and  will  be  long  felt  by  those 
"  embarked  in  this  Trade.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself,  in  what  I 
"  add,  to  such  general  remarks  on  the  freight  system  of  American 
"  Transport  in  the  Hands  of  Government  as  serve  purely  to  illustrate 
"  and  found  my  objections  to  the  payment  of  the  demand  on  me  and 
"  others  in  similar  situations  and  as  my  objections  are  I  presume 
"  founded  on  the  principles  of  Justice  (at  least  I  wish  them  not  to 
"  rest  upon  any  other)  &  on  the  equitable  practice  of  merchants  in 
"  such  cases,  they  will  I  hope  appear  conclusive  &  not  unreasonable 
"  on  my  part,  Government  having  then  thought  proper  from  political 
"  considerations  (surely  not  from  pecuniary  motives)  or  whatever  other 
"  reasons  they  in  their  wisdom  thought  sufficient  to  prohibit  merchant 
'*  men  from  navigating  the  Lakes  of  Canada  and  to  employ  the  King's 
"  armed  vessels  in  the  Transport,  not  only  of  public  stores,  but  of  all 
'*  mercantile  effects  and  to  become  the  carriers  for  the  Merchants  such 
*'  vessels  or  their  owners  (if  such  expression  may  be  applied)  must 
**  necessarily  be  liable  to  such  obligations  as  every  other  carrier  of 
*'  merchandize  expressly  or  implicitly  subjects  himself  to,  that  is,  to 
*'  perform  a  certain  service  for  a  certain  or  customary  Payment,  and 
"  therefore  in  stating  any  objections  I  may  have  to  the  demand  of 
'*  government  for  the  freight  of  my  goods  over  the  Upper  Lakes  in 
"  the  King's  Vessels,  I  must  be  allowed  to  consider  them  notwithstand- 
*'  ing  the  nature  of  their  service  in  another  Point  of  view,  as  merchant 
"  men  carrying  goods  for  freight,  and  their  owners  as  entitled  to  the 
"  same  freight  if  the  Service  is  regularly  and  duly  performed  as  the 
"  owner  of  any  private  vessel;  &  in  case  of  Breach  of  Contract  or 
"  failure  of  performing  the  implied  engagement  as  subject  to  the  same 
"  penalty,  as  one  individual  would  in  Law  k  E(|uity  be  to  another  in 
*'  like  cases  <fe  under  similar  circumstances." 

"  My  first  objection  to  the  freight  you  Demand  is  because  of  the 
"  Detention  of  my  Goods,  which  according  to  Your  (Government) 
*'  public  engagement  under  the  hand  of  the  Royal  Representative 
"  ought  loithout  partiality  or  favour  to  have  come  forward  in  the  same 
"  Rotation  in  which  they  arrived  at  these  places  where  it  was  stipu- 
'■  lated  you  would  receive  them  at  a  certain  freight,  and  deliver  them 
"  in  good  order  at  the  next  Port;  but  this  was  an  Engagement  to 
*'  which  no  attention  was  paid;  for  you  carried  merchandize  only  when 
"  you  had  nothing  else  to  transport,  and  must  otherwise  have  sailed 
"  empty;  as  will  appear  from  the  next  objection,  that  ip. 

"  Whenever  you  were  laden  with  merchandize,  and  public  stores 
*'  arrived    before    you    sailed    you    constantly    turned   the    merchandize 
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"  ashore  and  took  on  board  those  stores  notwithstanding  you  had  given 
"  Receipts  for  such  merchandize  deliverable  in  good  order  at  the  next 
"  Port.  To  enumerate  the  Losses  direct  and  eventual  that  have 
"  attended  such  practices  would  be  endless;  and  whenever  complaints 
"  were  made  to  the  immediate  authors  of  this  strange  kind  of  business 
'*  no  satisfaction  could  be  obtained.  If  any  man  will  suppose  that  the 
"  disembarkation  of  goods  three  or  four  times  on  the  rocks  at  Carle- 
"  ton  Island  and  Fort  Erie  and  the  detention  of  them  in  such  miser- 
"  able  stores  as  were  then  there  for  twelve  months  or  two  years,  was 
"  no  Injury  to  the  Proprietor,  or  that  a  relinquishment  of  Freight 
"  would  be  an  adequate  Compensation,  I  shall  leave  him  to  those  who 
"  can  improve  his  understanding,  for  he  must  know  but  little — too 
"  little  to  be  informed  of  mercantile  affairs. 

"  These  are  some  of  my  objections  to  the  payment  of  the  Freights 
"  you  demand;  and  to  shew  you  they  are  not  empty  and  clamorous 
"  assertions  (as  has  been  unhandsomely  suggested,  though  not  by  you) 
"  I  shall  to  meet  such  imputations  here  subjoin  extracts  from  the  let- 
"  ters  of  those  employed  in  forwarding  the  goods  during  the  Periods 
"  to  which  I  refer;  shall  produce  the  writers  themselves,  should  it  be 
"  necessary  to  give  a  most  ample  detail  of  what  is  here  advanced.  I 
"  am  therefore  so  far  from  thinking  that  I  shall  have  any  thing  to  pay 
"  to  government  for  Freights  more  than  I  have  already  paid,  that  on 
"  the  contrary,  I  do  not  doubt  of  having  the  balance  to  receive,  at 
"  least  if  the  same  Justice  takes  place  between  me  &  Government  (and 
"  which  I  surely  have  a  right  to  hope  for)  as  would  between  two  sub- 
"  jects  under  similar  circumstances.  That  the  supervision  of  Mercan- 
"  tile  Transport  was  a  measure  of  Political  Expediency,  rendered  per- 
"  haps  necessary  (or  at  least  supposed  to  be  so)  from  a  regard  to  the 
*'  Public  weal  at  that  critical  Juncture,  I  am  not  disposed  to  question; 
"  but  how  far  it  may  accord  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Marine  Laws  of 
"  Great  Britain  to  exact  Freight  for  the  Transport  of  Merchandize  in 
"  vessels  navigated  by  officers  holding  Provincial  Commissions  and 
"  receiving  Pay  from  the  Crown,  I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to  deter- 
"  mine;  but  I  feel  no  doubt,  when  I  say  they  were  in  Justice  bound 
"  to  have  performed  this  service  with  as  much  good  faith  as  one  sub- 
"  ject  would  by  law  have  been  obliged  to  have  done  to  another,  I 
"  believe  the  subject  cannot  sue  the  Crown  for  damage  done  in  the 
"  present  case,  and  it  will  be  a  novelty  for  the  Crown  to  commence  an 
*'  Action,  for  the  Recovery  of  Freight  for  the  Transport  of  Merchan- 
"  dize,  that  has  not  yet  occurred  under  our  Government.  I  have  how- 
"  ever  a    firm  belief    that  the    King's    subjects    will  find,  that    though 
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"  they  had  reason  (o  complain  of  the  Transport  System  in  the  hands 
"  of  the  Crown,  they  will  tind  in  settling  the  existing  demands  that  its 
"  Power,  will  only  be  exerted  in  doing  them  Justice;— I  shall  now 
"  proceed  to  exhibit  proofs  of  detention,  disemharkntion  damage  &c, 
''  during  1786  &  1787 

"  I  am  gentlemen 

"  Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble 

"  Servant 
(Signed)  Wm  Robertson 

"  N.  B.  The  Preference  Passes  given  numerous  particularly  to 
*'  Messrs.  Macomb,  Edgar  &  Macomb,  during  the  whole  war;  people 
''  often  sold  their  goods  to  them  rather  than  let  them  lie  and  Hot  on 
*'  the  Communications,  and  as  soon  as  that  was  done,  as  if  by  the  Com- 
"  munication  of  Electricity,  they  were  immediately  put  in  motion;  this 
'*  partial  assistance  was  also  extended  to  Mr.  Rocheblave,  Caldwell,  Elliot, 
*•  La  Mothe,  McBeath  &c  &c.  The  names  are  pointed  out  to  shew  the 
"  fact  and  not  implying  any  blame  on  those  who  received  these  partial 
"  monopolies  few  men  would  have  requested  such  rohiable  gifts.  The 
"  value  of  a  batteau  load  of  mixed  goods  is  about  £500  currency  the 
"  d  ttntion  therefore  of  this  for  only  six  months  at  6  per  cent  is  £30 
'•  which  is  equal  to  nearly  three  times  the  freight  of  it  over  Lake  Erie. 
■  A  Preference  Pass  for  five  Batteau  load  of  goods  was,  all  circum- 
*'  stances  taken  into  account,  worth  five  hundred  guineas:  the  forty 
'•  I  speak  of  were  esteemed  (only  for  the  preference  of  market)  worth 
*'  £3700  Sterling." 

"  Proofs  of  detention,  disembarkation  damage  <fcca  of  merchandize  by 
"  the  Kings  vessels  on  the  Upper  Lakes  of  Canada, — being  extracts  and 
^'  copies  from  original  letters  <feca  A:ca. 

"  1786.     Niagara  August  7th.     The  Seneca  came  here  last  night  with 

"  five    Companies    of    the    53d  Regiment   to  relieve  the   34th  with  you. 

"  The  quantity  of  Pork  together  with  these  Troops  and  their   Baggage 

*'  will  I  am  afraid    prevent    any  merchandize  from  going   to  Your  Port 

"  in  the  vessels  now  at  Fort  Erie. 

"I  am  etc  (signed) 

■  "  R.  Hamilton 
"  Rerndrk 

"  A.  B.  It  deserves  to  be  observed,  that  the  goods  here  alluded  to 
"  had  then  been  three  months  there,  and  amounted  to  £15000  Currency." 

"  Fort  Erie  15th  August.  "  Inclosed  you  have  an  account  of  a 
**  Batteau  load  of  Rum  shipped  for  you  in  the  Felicity,  a  number  of 
*'  other   things    of    yours  were    put  on  Board,  but    on  account  of   some 
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**  Indian  Presents  coming  up  we  were  obliged   to  reland  them,  and  the 

"  Liquor  was  sufifered  to  remain  on  Board  because  it  was  loanted  for  a 

**  ground  tier  (that  is  to  stow  Dry  Goods  upon)  " 

(signed)  R.  Dixon 

*'  Remark 

"  Here  we  find  a  Batteau  load  of  Rum  suffered  to  Remain  on  Board, 
*'  not  as  being  at  all  necessary  for  the  Proprietors  interest,  but  as  a 
"  Gromid  Tier,  to  prevent  the  Bale  Goods  from  lying  on  the  wet 
"  Ballast." 

"  Fort  Erie,  30th  Septr.  During  this  Summer  after  having  shipped 
*'  goods  I  have  by  order  of  the  Commanding  officer  at  different  times 
^'  been  obliged  to  unload  them  again  this  is  the  case  with  regards  to 
"  Your  Porter  and  other  Goods,  which  I  have  now  put  on  board  for 
"  the  third  time;  Last  time  they  were  put  on  Board  the  Felicity,  in 
*'  the  mean  time  the  Dunmore  was  laden — on  the  arrival  of  some 
"  soldiers  the  Felicity  was  ordered  to  be  unladen  again,  &  by  this 
"  means  your  things  were  again  thrown  out  of — 

(signed)  R.  Dixon" 

"  Niagara  10th  Octor.  A  positive  order  was  sent  to  again  unload  this 
"  vessel  (the  Rebecca)  happily  by  a  timely  application  this  morning  I 
""  got  the  order  reversed,  &  directions  given  to  unload  Provisions  &  let 
"  the  goods  remain;  had  they  been  again  unladen  many  of  the  Pack- 
"  ages  would  I  am  confident  have  fallen  to  pieces;  what  damage  may 
"  be  sustained  from  this  to  part  of  these  goods  having  been  already 
*'  so  treated  three  times  here  must  be  ascertained  by  the  Merchants  of 
*'  Your  Place,  btlt  the  fact  will  be  incontrovertibly  proved  by  us. 

(signed)  R.  Hamilton 

"  Fort  Erie,  3rd  Novr.  Your  offer  for  Rum,  though  it  differed  from 
"  my  Proposal  would  have  nevertheless  been  accepted  had  there  not  been 
"  an  absolute  certainty  that  it  would  not  get  forward:  You  will  not 
"  be  surprized  at  this  when  you  learn  that  the  Dunmore  is  intirely 
"  laden  with  Artillery  Stores,  &  that  there  are  Provisions  here  fully 
"  equal  to  load  the  Batteau  &  that  there  yet  remain  sixteen  batteau 
"  load  of  merchandize  to  come  forward." 

"(signed)  R.  Hamilton" 

"  Fort  Erie  7th  November.  I  *received  Mr  McDonelFs  Letter  with 
*'  the  inclosed  list  of  Your  Goods  now  remaining  on  the  communication* 
*'  Barrel  No  129  is  not  here.  I  positively  put  it  on  board  the  Dun- 
*'  more  and  inclosed  the  Mate's  Receipt  for  it:  it  now  rests  with  him 
"  to  account  for  it. 

(signed)  R.  Dixon 
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"  Niagara  12th  October.  Since  mine  of  the  3rd  Instant  with  yours 
"  of  tlie  Slst  Ult  Capt  Barnes,  since  our  representations  occasioned  by 
"  the  loss  and  depredations  committed  by  the  Sailors  on  board  the 
''  Liminade,  has  wrote  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Naval  Depart- 
"  ment  here  to  procure  distinct  and  well  authenticated  accounts  of  the 
"  Loss  sustained  by  their  means." 

(Signed)  R.  Hamilton" 

'*  ReuKirk 

"  It  was  this  year  discovered  that  a  combination  was  founded  between 
"  the  sailors  &  some  infamous  characters  about  the  Garrison  of  Niag- 
'•  ara,  Schlosser  k  Erie  for  robbing  the  different  Packages  of  Mer- 
"  chandize.  which  they  carried  on  to  great  extent,  and  many  articles 
"  that  had  been  missed  were  secreted  in  the  woods  &  foand  rotten. 
"  Some  of  the  culprits  were  discovered,  prosecuted  and  suffered  Death. 
''  The  soldiers  alone  were  entrusted  with  the  Transport  of  Merchandize 
"  between  Schlosser  k  Erie,  for  the  merchants  were  not  (illoiced  or 
"  fntsted  to  carry  their  own  goods  themselves,  the  consequence  was 
'•  that  innumerable  Robberies  were  committed  and  one  hardly  ever 
"  got  a  Package  that  had  not  been  pillaged.  But  no  satisfaction  was 
''  ever  obtained  only  we  used  to  be  told  "  that  we  were  always  com- 
"  plaining,  and  that  we  were  never  satisfied:  The  same  practices  were 
"  discovered  on  board  the  vessels  on  Lake  Erie,  by  observing  the 
"  sailors  selling  large  quantities  of  linen  &c  they  were  tried  by  a 
"  Court  Martial  k  severely  punished  for  it." 

"  Niagara  Novr  22nd     I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  orders  now 

"  received  by    the  Seneca    for    forwarding    immediately* to    Detroit    43 

"  Barrels  of   Pork  will    occasion  the    relanding  of    such  goods    as  may 

'•  have  been  already  shipped  on  Board  tiie  Felicity  for  that  Place,  and 

*'  what  renders  this    circumstance  the  more  to  be    regretted  is    that  in 

''  all  probability    the  other  vessels    upon    the    Communication    will  for 

"  the  remaining  part  of    this  season  be    employed  in  the    Transport  of 

•'  Public  Stores  and  Provisions 

"  I  am  &c  " 

(Signed)  "  A  C'ampbell  " 

"  Detention  &c  <fec.     1787.      Niagara  July  10th.     From  the  change  of 

'*  Regiments    the  vessels    on  this  Lake    (Ontario)  have    been   so  much 

'•  taken    up  that    no  goods  came  u{)    last  Trip    A:  very    few    Packs    got 

"  down,  there  still   remain  78b    Packs  including  those  by  the  Rebecca." 

(Signed) 

R.  Hamilton 
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"  To  Mr  Eobertson 

"  Niagara  Slsf  August.  I  shall  be  truly  sorry  if  you  are  still  dis- 
"  appointed  of  your  Rum;  the  old  practice  of  lading  &  unlading  goods 
"  at  Fort  Erie  still  continues;  about  eight  Batteau  load  remained  there, 
"  they  were  all  put  on  Board  the  Dunmore;  they  are  now  turned 
"  ashore  to  make  room  for  Indian  Presents;  the  Wyandott  however 
"  will  soon  be  down  &  take  a  good  part  of  them  I  hope " 

Signed  "  R.  Hamilton 

Fort  Erie  Sept.  5th 

"  It  is  now  no  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  I  had  agreeable  to  Mr 

"  Todd's  desire,  selected  all  your  Trunks  &  dry  goods  &  shipped  them 

"  in  the  Wyandott,  since  I  have    been   obliged   to   receive   them  all  on 

"  shore  again  for  the   particulars  of  which   I  refer  you  to   my  letter  to 

"  Messrs  Leith  k  Shepherd." 

"  (signed) 

"  John  Warren  " 

"  Fort  Erie,  October  7th  Inclosed  you  have  an  account  of  fifty  Seven 
*'  Packages  of  your  goods  disembarked  from  on  board  the  Dunmore  & 
"  now  again  reshipped  in  the  Felicity  except  No  62  &  70  two  Barrels 
"  still  remaining  on  board  the  Dunmore." 

"I  am  Sir  &c 
(signed)  John  Warren 

"  Niagara  15th  Sepr  The  loss  of  property  in  the  "  Mohawk  "  has 
"  arisen  from  obstinately  giving  a  preference  to  provisions  in  the  Lim- 
"  onade.  It  is  a  fact  that  several  batteau  loads  of  goods  sent  early 
"  from  Canada  have  been  at  Fort  Erie  a  considerable  time  this  sum- 
"  mer:  That  they  have  been  twice  shipped  at  that  place  and  twice 
"  unshipped  by  orders,  first  from  the  Dunmore  and  again  from  the 
"  Wyandott,  and  there  they  still  remain.  The  expence  of  this  and  the 
"  Damage  is  very  great;  but  the  delay  to  the  trade  is  of  the  most 
"  serious  consequences;  it  is  now  too  late  from  Detroit  to  reach  the 
"  wintering  grounds  with  the  goods,  and  the  eventual  loss  will  be  most 
"  severely  felt  in  the  defective  returns  of  next  Spring  by  every  one 
"  unfortunately  engaged  in  this  ^Business." 

(signed) 

R.  Hamilton 
"  Remark — 

"  Here   is    abundant   proof   of  what    has   been    advanced,  a  series  of 
"  disembarkation   and  detention   of  mercantile  property,  and   certainty 
"  of  great  immediate  and   eventual  loss  of  manifest   breach  of   contract 
17 
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*'  and  oppression  but  in  the  years  preceding  it  was  much  worse  by 
"  many  degrees!  there  was  however  no  preference  or  pdrtiality  in 
"  1786  k  1787." 

^'  Observed  by  the  Chair 

''  That  it  appeared  to  him  Lord  Dorchester  as  Commander  in  Chief 
^'  of  His  Majesty's  Forces,  had  taken  every  requisite  precaution  to  pre- 
"  vent  injury  to  the  Merchants  in  the  future  carriage  of  their  effects 
"  in  His  Majesty's  vessels  navigating  the  Lakes  by  His  Lordship's 
*'  orders  and  regulations  dated  the  4th  May  1789  and  5th  July  1790, 
**  The  relative  Articles  stand  as  follows  on  our  Journals. 
^'  Eegulations  of  the  4th  May  1789. 

"  Article  3rd.  The  Tonnage  required  for  His  Majesty's  Troops  and 
""  Effects  being  ascertained,  the  Captain  or  master  will  signify  in  writ- 
*'  ing  to  the  Superintendaut  of  Navigation  without  delay  the  Tonnage 
"  remaining  for  the  Transport  of  Merchants  goods  or  other  private 
"  Effects,  with  which  the  master  is  to  complete  hrs  Lading. 

'•  Art.  4th  As  these  are  to  be  carried  in  rotation  the  superintendant 
*'of  navigation  is  to  keep  an  open  Register  or  Book  of  Entry  of  all 
'•  Merchants'  goods  or  other  Private  effects  upon  the  spot  and  ready  for 
"  shipping,  and  entered  at  his  oflBce,  and  he  is  to  certify  to  the  Cap- 
*•  tain  or  Master  of  the  Vessel  from  the  date  of  such  entry,  to  whom 
*'  the  Priority  of  Carriage  is  due;  as  also  the  Packages,  their  general 
"  contents,  and  marks  and  numbers,  and  to  whom  consigned. 

"  Art.  5th  The  Captains  or  Masters  of  the  King's  vessels  will  sign 
*'  Bills  of  Lading  for  the  Merchants'  goods  or  other  Private  Effects 
*■  received  on  Board  and  they  will  be  responsible  for  the  safe  delivery 
"  of  such  goods  and  Effects  according  to  the  custom  of  merchants,  and 
*'  masters  of  vessels  in  their  service." 

"  Art.  10th  Besides  the  freight  aforementioned  the  Captains  or 
*'  Masters  of  the  Kings  vessels  upon  Lake  Ontario  will  be  entitled  to  a 
"  Primage  of  five  per  cent  upon  the  amount  of  the  Freight  from  the 
"  Shippers  or  owners." 

"  Art.  12th.  The  Captain  or  Master  will  take  care  to  cancel  or 
•'  obtain  a  discharge  of  the  Bills  of  Lading  given  by  him  upon  the 
"  safe  delivery  of  his  cargo,  according  to  the  custom  of  merchants  and 
'*  masters  of  vessels  in  their  service,  and  in  case  of  dispute  with  any 
"  of  the  shippers  it  is  recommended  to  him  to  settle  the  same  immedi- 
*'  ately  by  the  same  rule,  preferring  in  general  the  Arbitration  of 
*'  indifferent  persons  to  proceedings  at  Law. 
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Additional  Regulations  5th  July  1790 

*'  Art.  7th.  Besides  the  freights  aforementioned  the  Captains  or  Mas- 
'  ters  of  the  King's  vessels  upon  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Huron  will  be 
'  intitled  to  a  primage  of  5  pr  cent  upon  the  amount  of  the  Freight 
'  from  the  Shippers  or  owners,  which  is  to  be  paid  and  accounted  for 
'  to  the  respective  Captains  as  upon  Lake  Ontario,  agreeable  to  the 
'  eleventh  Article  of  the  aforementioned  regulations  of  the  4th  of  May 
'  1789." 

"  The  signing  of  Bills  of  Lading  upon  a  stipulated  Primage  and 
'  Freight  undoubtedly  subjected  the  Commanders  of  the  Kings  vessels 
'  to  the  same  suits  and  Damages  at  Law  for  misconduct  in  carriage  of 

*  Effects  as  masters  of  Ships  would  be  liable  to  in  similar  cases  in 
'  the  Merchants  Service.  Courts  of  Justice  being  established  at  the 
'  Ports  upon  the  Lakes  where  the  Ships  frequent,  recourse  may  be 
'  had  to  them.  The  Act  of  the  28th  of  His  Majesty  Ch,  3rd  permit- 
'  ting  the  construction  and  navigation  of  merchant  vessels  will  soon 
'  obviate  all  difficulties.     Private  effects  will  be  carried  in   Private  ves- 

*  sels.  And  the  King's  Ships  have  no  other  duty  than  that  of  the 
'  Royal    Marine.     The    defence   and    protection    of   Commerce    and  the 

*  State. 

'*  These  opinions  being  adopted  by  the  Committee,  the    question  was 
'  then  put,  whether  the  Bill    as   entered    on    the    minutes    on    the  2nd 
'  Instant  be  reported  as  the  sentiments  of  the  Committee. 
"  Resolved  unanimously  in  the  Affirmative. 

"  Ordered  to  report  accordingly  and  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
"  signed  by  the  chairman  be  laid  before  His  Excellency  Lord  Dor- 
^'  Chester  as  soon  as  engrossed. 

"  Council  Chamber  Quebec 

"  11th  December  1790. 
(signed) 

"  William  Grant 

Chairman. 

"  Ordered  that  the  Draft  of  the  Bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee 
*'  be  printed  in  both  Languages  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
*'  Legislative  Council. 

[Q  51-1,  p  90] 
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INFORMATION      RESPECTING      ACTION      OF      INDIANS      OBTAINED     FROM     MB. 

GODFROY. 

State  of   the    Information    obtained    from  the    Messenger  Mr.  Godfrey 
who  brought  the  Express  to  Detroit  on  the  26th  October  1790. 

That  on  the  20th  or  two  days  previous  to  the  Eclipse  of  the  Moon 
a  party  of  Sawks  and  Reynards  arrived  at  the  Miamies  Towns. 

At  that  time  the  Indians  were  beginning  to  slacken  and  thought  of 
retiring  to  the  Bush  fighting. 

But  the  Sawks  and  Reynards  said  Brothers  we  are  not  come  so  far 
for  no  purpose,  therefore  we  must  eat  them  or  they  us,  should  we  want 
Provisions  their  Bodies  and  Horses  will  answer  the  purpose.  That  on 
the  22d  in  the  evening  they  surrounded  the  Americans  (who  were 
about  2500  in  number)  attacked  them  and  fought  all  that  night  upon 
a  point  near  where  the  Miamis  Town  stood,  formerly  a  cornfield.  That 
a  Shawanese  Indian,  who  brought  this  intelligence  came  off  the  fol- 
lowing morning  early,  that  five  Indians  only  were  then  killed,  but  did 
not  know  the  loss  of  the  Americans. 

That  in  the  first  Battle  mentioned  in  Col.  McKee's  letter  two  prisoners 
were  taken,  who  informed  them  that  their  General  intended  to  make  a 
fortification  at  the  Miamies  Town  and  another  at  the  Glaize — 
asked  them  their  number,  said  they  could  not  tell,  after  which  the 
Indians  knocked  them  in  the  head — That  the  Reynards  and  Sawks  sent 
messages  to  Otowakie,  Chief  of  the  Roche  de  Bout  to  send  messengers 
immediately  to  the  Chippeways  to  go  and  join  them.  The  Indians 
complain  much  of  having  too  little  ammunition  and  particularly  so  since 
the  Sawks  and  Reynards  had  joined,  who  had  none  at  all.  Said,  that 
if  they  were  obliged  to  fight  much  longer  they  would  most  probably 
be  in  want. 

The  Indian  could    not  tell    whether  the  Americans  had    Cannon  with 

them,  for  he  saw  or  heard  none. 

(Signed ) 

John  Smith 

Major  5th  Regt 

D. 

I  ndoreeri  ,5 

Id  Lord  Dorcheator'a  to  Mr.  (irenville  No  79.  of  the  23d.  .Jany  1791. 

[g  50-1,  p  :i5] 
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INFOEMATION   OF   OAPT.    MATHEW   ELLIOTT. 

The  Information  of  Capt  Mathew  Elliott  of  the  Indian  Department. 

That  on  the  19th  October  instant  he  received  orders  from  Col.  McKee 
to  go  and  watch  the  motions  of  the  American  Army  said  to  be  advancing 
to  the   Miamis   Towns. 

That  on  the  21st  he  arrived  at  the  Glaize,  that  soon  after  two  Indian 
Runners  arrived  from  the  Miamis  Towns,  with  two  Scalps  and  messages 
to  call  on  the  different  nations  of  Indians  for  assistance  at  the  same 
time  giving  an  account  of  the  action  between  the  Americans  and  Indians 
as  reported  in  his  letter  to  Col.  McKee  of  the  23d  instant. 

That  finding  another  action  was  soon  expected  he  left  the  Glaize  on 
the  23d  to  advance  nearer  the  scene  of  Information,  in  order — fulfill  his 
Instructions  by  using  every  possible  means  in  his  power  to  secure  the 
British  property,  then  in  the  country,  and  to  obtain  better  intelligence 
of  the  strength  and  movements  of  the  American  army,  that  on  the  same 
night  he  arrived  within  40  miles  of  the  Miamis  Towns  and  there  was 
met  by  different  chiefs  who  were  returning  to  the  Glaize  for  Provisions 
and  was  informed  by  them  that  the  Americans  had  retreated  into  a 
Swamp,  but  on  the  same  night  Runners  arrived  at  his  camp  with  infor- 
mation of  a  second  action  which  took  place  after  the  retreat  into  the 
Swamp,  the  Americans  having  advanced  with  five  hundred  Infantry  as 
supposed  to  bury  their  dead. 

That  the  Shawanese,  Miamies,  Ottawas,  and  Delawares,  engaged  this 
body  near  the  spot  where  the  former  action  was  fought  and  the  Amer- 
icans were  a  second  time  defeated  with  the  loss  of  upwards  of  Two 
hundred  which  with  those  killed  in  the  engagement  of  the  20th  make 
in  the  whole  Five  hundred  men.  That  he  believes  the  number  of 
Americans  reported  by  the  Indians  to  have  been  killed  is  not  exaggerated 
as  he  saw  upwards  of  150  scalps  amongst  the  few  Indians  going  for 
Provisions  to  the  Glaize  and  its  neighbourhood. 

That  in  the  last  action  three  American  Prisoners  were  taken  in  the 
field  who  reported  that  their  army  consisted  of  no  more  than  Fifteen 
hundred  men  &  400  Prisoners,  Packhorsemen  &  Bullock  drivers,  that 
they  had  only  seven  days  provisions  left  and  that  the  flower  of  their 
army  was  slain.  That  it  is  their  intention  to  endeavour  to  effect  a 
retreat   down    the  Wabash   to  join  Governor  St.  Clair. 

That  he  is  now  persuaded  the  account  he  formerly  received  and  sent 
in  his  Letter  of  the  23d  of  the  number  of  Indians  who  had  joined  at 
the  Miamis  was  erroneous,  as  by  better  information  from  the  Chiefs  to 


134  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

be  depended  upon  it  appears   they  are   not    six  hundred    though    many 
and  uamerouB  Tribes  are  now  on  their  way  to  join  them. 

That  in  both  actions  there  never  were  more  than  200  Indians 
engaged  owing  to  the  celerity  of  the  business  and  the  scattered  dis- 
tances at  which  they  have  posted  themselves  round  the  American  Army, 
that  the  number  of  Indians  killed  on  the  side  of  the  Indians  does  not 
exceed  Ten,  and  of  wounded  Fifteen  most  of  them  slightly. 

That  very  few  of  the  Americans  escaped  wounded  for  except  a  few 
shot  with  arrows  the  Tomahawk  and  spear  were  the  only  Weapon  used. 

That  the  Indians  who  are  mentioned  as  having  gone  for  Provisions 
were  to  return  immediately  many  nations  being  left  by  them  surround- 
ing the  American  Camp  and  waiting  an  opportunity  of  attacking  them 
whenever  they  make  any  movement  and  they  add  that  in  all  proba- 
bility the  next  action  may  be  decisive — that  from  the  information  of 
the  said  Chiefs  the  Americans  had  two  small  Grass  Hoppers  and  one 
Cohorn  which  last  was  frequently  fired  after  the  action  on  the  night 
of  the  22d. 

They  also  declare  that  the  Prisoners  taken  from  the  Americans  said 
that  Detroit  was  their  intended  object  in  the  Spring  or  words  to  that 
effect  and  that  soon  afterwards  the  said  Prisoners  were  put  to  death. 

Detroit  28th  Octor  1790 

Montreal  29th  November  1790. 

(signed) 

Joseph  Chew 
D.  S.  I.  A. 

Fmlorsed:    Capt   Elliott's   Information    la    Lord    Dorchester's  to  Mr  Qrenville,   No  79  of   the   23d 
Jany  1791. 

[Q  50-1,  p  37 J  
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let  November  (  The  Information  of  Blue  Jacket  a  principal  War- 
rior of  the  Shawanese. 
That  he  came  hither  Business  with  the  several  nations  about  this 
place  from  the  Miamis,  as  also  to  their  Father;  that  the  late  action  of 
the  22d  Ultimo  the  Indians  perceiving  that  the  American  Army  were 
preparing  to  retreat,  by  destroying  their  heavy  Baggage,  and  throwing 
(juantities  of  Powder  into  the  lliver,  had  determined  to  collect  them- 
selves into  a  Body,  and  on  the  first    movements   of    the    Americans   to 
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attack  and  separate  as  many  of  them  as  they  were  able  to  engage,  in 
hopes  that  by  their  success  in  another  action  they  may  fall  on  and 
disperse  their  main  Body;  that  the  evening  before  this  plan  was  put 
in  Execution,  about  700  Indians  collected  for  the  purpose;  but  the 
Ottawas,  through  the  superstition  of  their  conjurors,  were  persuaded 
that  if  another  action  took  place,  they  would  loose  great  numbers,, 
withdrew  themselves  in  the  night,  without  consulting  the  other  nations, 
which  example  was  followed  by  many  more,  who  did  not  know  the  real 
cause  of  such  conduct  in  the  Ottawas;  leaving  only  a  few  Shawanes© 
&  Miamies  to  execute  the  above  Plan,  who  being  unequal  to  such  ser- 
vice, were  obliged  to*  suffer  the  Americans  to  retreat  without  further 
molestation  than  dividing  themselves  into  small  parties  to  Harrass 
them. 

He  says  the  last  accounts  received  before  he  came  away,  were  that 
the  Americans  had  got  about  Twenty  Leagues  back  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  Rocky  River  retreating  in  great  confusion,  having  left  behind 
them  on  their  way  many  of  their  wounded  and  several  Horses  -  and  he 
believes  their  losses  will  oblige  them  to  leave  their  cannon  behind. 
He  further  adds,  that  the  Indians  are  collecting  their  Families  together 
about  the  Miamis  to  settle  themselves  again  and  consult  on  the  meas- 
ures proper  to  be  taken  for  their  future  Security. 

Montreal  29th  Novemr  1790. 

Indorsed  8 

Blae  Jacket,  a  Shawanese 
Warrior's  Information 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to 
Mr  Grenville  No  79  - 
of  the  23d  Jany  1791. 

D. 

[Q  50-1,  p  43] 
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Blue  Jacket's  Speech, 
Fathek, 

The  inroads  made  on  our  Country,  the  steps  we  have  taken  to  fend 
off  the  Hatchet  of  our  Enemy  our  Successes  in  the  effort  to  protect 
every  thing  dear  to  us  (our  Country  our  Families  and  our  honor)  have 
all  been  recounted  to  you,  and  the  particulars  forwarded  as  they  hap- 
pened— we  trust  it  meets  our  Father's  approbation. 

When  our  Great  Father  over  the  large  Lake  was  wont  to  chastise 
his  Rebellious  Children  (who  now  call  themselves  Independant    Ameri- 
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cans)  Governor  Hamilton  gave  us  the  Hatchet;  the  Shawanese  have 
long  had  the  friendship  of  the  English,  they  have  always  considered 
them  as  Brethren — they  accepted  the  Hatchet  when  offered,  they  Lifted 
it  up  in  their  Brother's  cause,  their  arm  was  upheld  in  Defense  of 
their  Great  Father,  and  his  obedient  children — He  commanded  Peace, 
the  Hatchet  was  buried  when  he  spoke,  but  we  were  promised  not  to  be 
forsaken.  We  now  Father,  call  for  Your  assistance.  We  now 
Brethren  call  for  yours,  send  out  your  young  men  amongst  our  nations 
and  our  People,  to  shew  themselves  Glad  amongst  them — Your  young 
men  will  Gladden  the  Hearts  of  the  Shawanese,  Miamis,  and  others. 
■Send  your  trading  men  and  Country  men  amongst  us,  cultivate  the 
Intercourse,  'tis  the  Interest  of  ye  and  us.  Lend  us  your  aid  to  gather 
together,  and  sow  corn  on  the  Miamis.  Lend  it  to  us  effectually,  or  we 
must  divide  like  a  cloud  separated  by  a  Whirlwind  and  scatter  away  to 
the  long  running  and  never  tired  waters  of  the  Great  Mississippi,  and 
be  no  more  seen  among  you.  Protect  the  Barter  between  the  White 
and  Red  People,  and  forsake  not  the  trade,  that  Links  us  together  in 
amity  and  Interest. 

The  steps  we  have  been  obliged  to  take  have  reduced  our  families  to 
want,  even  Distress.  We  crave  your  interference  to  feed  and  clothe 
them;  We  have  burned  our  Houses  to  retard  the  approaches  and  pre- 
vent the  Lodgement  of  our  Enemies.  Enemies  who  wantonly  sport 
with  our  Titles  of  Possession,  who  cavil  with  a  nation  for  the  actions 
of  unauthorized  individuals,  and  who  secretly  aim  at  the  destruction  of 
your  Trading  Posts.  We  have  not  ceded  our  -Country  (the  lands  on 
the  Miamis)  to  the  Americans  by  Deed,  Treaty  or  other  ways,  as  other 
nations  have,  and  we  have  been  always  led  to  understand,  that  when 
our  Great  Father  over  the  wide  waters  gave  peace  to  his  disobedient 
children,  he  did  not  give  away  our  Country  to  them,  and  in  this 
belief  we  are  confident,  as  we  are  told  he  always  balances  the  Scale 
exactly.  Some  of  our  naughty  young  men  have  made  war  on  the 
frontiers  of  America,  because  of  their  encroachments  beyond  the  Ohio, 
they  have  done  it  without  our  nation's  sanction;  we  as  a  People  have 
made  no  war  but  as  a  People  we  are  determined  to  meet  the 
approaches  of  an  Enemy,  who  came  not  to  check  the  Insolence  of 
individuals,  but  with  a  premeditated  design  to  root  us  out  of  our  Land, 
which  wo  and  our  forefatiicrs  and  our  children,  were  and  are  bound 
as  men  and  Indians  to  defend,  and  which  we  are  determined  to  do. 
Satisfied  we  are  acting  in  the  Cause  of  Justice,  and  that  the  lands  we 
hunt  on  and  inhabit  are  ours  not  only  by  right  but  by  former  Treaties, 
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wherein  the  Ohio  was  always  considered  as  the  Boundary  Line,  and  to 
which  we  have  rigidly  adhered. 

The  Chiefs  of  the  Shawanese  Miamies  and  others  beg  their  Father's 
answer.  His  steady  answer,  for  they  wish  to  know  what  they  are 
decidedly  to  expect. 

The  Shawanese  are  grateful  to  their   Father  for  all  favours  received. 

The  Answer. 

While  at  Peace  with  our  neighbours,  it  gives  us  pain  to  hear  of 
wars  &  troubles  among  them,  we  thank  you  for  communicating  any 
intelligence  to  this  post  in  which  you  conceive  its  interest  is  concerned. 
The  defence  of  one's  country,  has  been  from  the  most  early  ages  con- 
sidered as  Honorable,  manly  and  praise-worthy.  When  Governor 
Hamilton  excited  you  \o  take  up  the  Hatchet,  your  great  father  was 
at  war,  and  when  he  commanded  Peace  none  of  his  chiefs  had,  or 
have  Power  to  lift  it  up;  His  displeasure  would  be  too  weighty  for 
their  arm.  The  English  are  happy  to  be  considered  Brethren  to  the 
Shawanese  and  they  remember  how  readily,  they  lifted  up  their  arms 
in  defence  of  the  Unity  of  the  Empire,  and  in  obedience  of  the  com- 
mands of  their  great  Father,  who  has  always  annually  remembered 
them. 

The  Presents  sent  up  here  for  your  use  shall  be  delivered  to  you 
without  restraint,  but  I  cannot  send  you  any  of  my  young  men  from 
this  post  without  the  order  of  my  Father  at  Quebec,  not  even  a  few 
of  them;  you  will  recollect  we  are  but  a  mite  in  the  hands  of  our 
great  Father  and  that  'tis  his  custom,  never  to  go  to  war,  but  when 
he  receives  an  injury  and  is  refused  redress.  The  Trading  People  and 
Country  men  shall  have  the  same  Liberty  to  trade  amongst  your 
Nations  as  usual,  we  wish  to  cultivate  your  intercourse  and  your  Trade, 
nor  can  any  one  disapprove  of  your  returning  to  occupy  your  own 
possessions  and  your  own  Lands.  'Tis  our  wish  and  we  believe  the 
wish  of  our  Father  at  Quebec,  to  link  our  Nations  together  in  friend- 
ship &.  peace. 

Your  Families  shall  receive  what  little  assistance^is  in  our  Breasts  to 
feed  and  cloathe  them,  and  your  other  distresses  and  wants  shall  be 
Transmitted  to  your  Father  and  Governor  at  Quebec.  You  should 
endeavor  to  restrain  your  young  men  from  committing  any  depredations, 
or  going  to  war  Individually  and  without  authority;  it  hurts  the  name 
and  Honor  of  your  Nation.  Ye  are  the  best  Judges  of  the  Rights,  by 
which  you  hold  your  lands;  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  your  great  Father 
18 
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cau  do  no  wrong,  whatever  land  he  bestowed  to  his  children  when  he 
gave  them  Peace,  he  had  no  doubt  a  right  to  do.  Your  country  you 
say  has  not  been  given  away  you  cannot  then  be  blamable  in  being 
unanimous  to  defend  it.  Check  your  naughty  young  men  and  do  not 
allow  them  to  commit  cruelties  on  the  frontiers!  'tis  unmanly  and  unlike 
a  great  nation.  You  cannot  be  blamed  as  a  nation  for  checking  the 
Inroads  made  into  your  Country,  by  any  Body  of  Men,  whom  you  say 
come  not  to  chastise  individuals,  but  with  a  Premeditated  design  to 
dispossess  you  of  your  lands  and  hunting  grounds,  but  we  hope  a  Rec- 
onciliation will  take  place,  between  the  Indians  and  Americans,  and 
that  a  Boundary  line  will  be  fixed,  by  which  ye  will  all  abide,  we  hope 
you  will  now  commence  your  hunt  and  turn  your  minds  again  to  trade. 
As  I  am  only  a  small  finger  of  the  hand  of  your  father  at  Quebec, 
so  we  can  give  you  no  decisive  answer,  but  all  shall  be  communicated 
to  his  great  wisdom,  in  the  mean  time,  we  hope  to  hold  fast  the  chain 
of  friendship  with  you,  and  your  nations,  and  so  we  will  bid  you  safe 
return  and  adieu. 


Signed 


John  Smith 
Major  Commg. 


A.  McKee — 

D.  A.  I.  A. 


Indorsed.    V.    Detroit. 

The  Speech  of  ISlae  Jacket  a  Shawnese  Warrior  with 

Major  Smith 

& 
Col.  McKee's 
In  Lord  Dorchefcter's  to  Mr.  Grenville,  No.  79  of  23d  Jany— 1791. 


Answer. 
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THE    INFORMATION    OF    SIMON    (ilRTY. 

Detroit  5th  November  1790 
The  Information  of  Simon  Girty,  States, 

That  on  the  18th  October  last,  he  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pittsburg,  where  he  was  informed  that  the  American  Army,  gone  to 
takf  possession  of  the  Indian  Country  consisted  of  Two  thousand  five 
Inindred  men,  whereof  four  hundred  were  Prisoners,  Packhorsemen  <fe 
Bullok  Drivers  that  they  made  not  the  least  doubt  of  succeeding, 
that  llicy  were  to  establish  Forts  this  fall  at  the  Miainies,  Lower 
Sandusky  and^^Guyahaga,  and  next  Spring  were  to  send  Troops  to  take 
posst'ssion  <jf  Detroit,  and  settle  that  part  of  the  Country,  wherein  if 
they  failed,  they  were  to  raise    another    Army  to    take  it;    that   officers 
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were  sent  to  reconnoitre  Beaver  Creek  to  know  how  far  np  that  River, 
towards  the  head  of  Guyahaga,  Craft  could  proceed — He  further  adds, 
that  a  few  days  before  his  arrival  at  Pittsburg,  he  learned  that  the 
Corn  Planter,  a  Chief  of  the  Five  Nations  set  out  for  Philadelphia  to 
counsel  with  congress  about  keeping  the  Five  Nations  quiet,  while  the 
Americans  were  taking  possession  of  the  Western  Country. 

Indorsed:    11— In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr  Granville  No  79,  of  the  23d  Jany  1781. 
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MAJOR   JOHN   SMITH   TO   CAPT.   FRANCIS   LE   MAISTRE. 

Detroit  5th  November  1790. 
Sir 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  Information  of  Lord  Dorchester, 
the  information  of  Blue  Jacket,  a  principal  Warrior  of  the  Shawanese, 
who  is  arrived  at  this  post,  with  an  account  of  the  Retreat  of  the 
American  Army; — He  yesterday  demanded  a  talk  with  me,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  I  also  enclose  and  impatiently  await  any  orders  His 
Excellency  may  think  proper  to  give. — I  am  fearful  the  Indians  will 
be  very  pressing  for  provisions  this  winter,  should  their  demands 
exceed  the  usual  calculation  for  them,  we  shall  be  unpleasantly  situ- 
ated, having  no  specific  directions  to  resort,  and  the  successes  of  the 
Indians  having  given  them  a  confidence  that  makes  them  very  press- 
ing. I  am  therefore  very  anxious  to  receive  some  instructions  from 
His  Excellency  or  the  officer  commanding  the  upper  posts  (to  whom 
similar  intelligence  has  been  constantly  forwarded)  before  the  com- 
munication closes,  wishing  to  act  in  every  instance  in  conformity  to 
the  Sentiments  of  His  Excellency 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 
(Signed)  John  Smith 

Major  8th  Regt 
D. 
Capt  Le  Maistre 
M.  S. 
Quebec 

Indorsed       7 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Grenville  No.  79  of  the  23d.  Jany  1791. 

[Q  50-1,  p  41] 
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MAJOR   JOHN   SMITH    TO   CAPT.   FRANCIS    LE  MAISTRE. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Smith  to  Capt.  LeMaistre  dated 

Detroit  6th  November  1790. 

"  I    have   just   received    the    Information  of    Simon  Girty,  from  Mr. 

"  McKee,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  His 

*'  Excellency — The    matter  contained    therein  seems  to  correspond  with 

"  the  Advertisement  from  their  Treasury  Department  of  13th  July  1790 

"  ( to  receive  proposals  for  supplying  Rations)  in  the  New  York  Daily 

"  Advertiser;    and    the  public  notice  given  to  the  Allegheny  Militia,  in 

*'  August  last,  to   furnish  drafts,  ready    to  march  on  a  short  notice,  (as 

**  per  Pittsburg  Gazette)  add   to    which    that   common  report    has  long 

"  whispered,  the  Cornplanter,  and  many  of  the  Five  Nations,  not  to  be 

"  the  Warmest  Allies  to  Great  Britain." 

D. 

Indorsed : 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Grenville  No.  79,  of  the  23d  Jany  1791. 
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col.   A.  MC  KEE   TO   SIR   JOHN  JOHNSON   RELATIVE   TO   INDIAN   AFFAIRS   NEAR 

DETROIT. 

Detroit,  November  7th,  1790. 
Sir, 

You  will  no  doubt  perceive  by  the  different  reports  which  I  have 
liEid  the  Honor  of  making  to  you  for  some  time  past,  the  critical  situ- 
ation to  which  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  in  this  Quarter  are  at  length 
reduced  to  by  the  attempt  of  an  Army  to  take  possession  of  their 
Country,  and  notwithstanding  their  success  in  repulsing  the  American 
Army,  yet  it  appears  by  their  late  address  to  the  commanding  officer, 
that  they  do  not  consider  themselves  adequate  to  a  war  without  our 
support,  and  if  their  late  conduct  is  disapproved  of,  that  they  must  dis- 
perse and  retire,  and  they  show  a  strong  inclination  of  removing  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  you  are  the  best  judge  of  how  far  such  a  step  would 
be  consistent  to  our  Interest — I  have  for  the  present  opposed  it  as 
injurious  to  His  Majesty's  Service  and  recommended  to  them  to  rees- 
tablish themselves  on  their  ground,  until  yours  and  the  Commander  in 
Chief's  sentiments  are  known  upon  all  those  matters— this  being  also  the 
desire  of  the  Indians  in  this  neighbourhood  their  Chiefs  are  gone  towards 
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the  Miamis  to  support  and  strengthen  them  in  this  measure,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  the  Indians  in  general  will  afford  these  nations  their  assist- 
ance and  be  involved  in  their  affairs. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  sincerest  respect — 
Sir  Your  faithful  and  very  obedient  Servant 

(Signed)  A.  McKee. 

Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart  D. 

Indorsed :    12— 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Granville  No.  79  of  the  23d  Jany  1791. 
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CAPT.   JOSEPH   BKANT   TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Nassau  8th  November  1790 
Sir 

The  death  of  my  friend  Captain  David  I  dare  say  you  have  ere  this 
heard  of,  he  has  left  a  wife  and  young  family  for  the  support  of  which, 
I  hope  government  will  consider  the  services  of  the  Father,  and  be 
pleased  to  make  the  widow  some  small  allowance  for  her  children's 
maintenance,  be  assured  many  less  deserving  has  been  provided  for  by 
Government.  I  therefore  as  a  friend  and  Brother  to  the  deceased 
request  your  Interest  in  behalf  of  procuring  something  if  ever  so  little 
it  will  always  be  found  beneficial  in  a  large  family  and  will  be  ever 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

A  few  days  agone  we  were  informed  by  different  vessels  from  Detroit 
that  a  body  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  Americans  was  then  near 
the  Miamis  Villages,  which  (villages)  the  Indians  upon  the  news  of 
their  approach  together  with  what  Corn  could  not  be  carried  off, 
Burnt  and  other  ways  destroyed,  on  the  23d  ulto. — A  Party  of  one 
thousand  on  Horseback  advanced  in  order  to  surprize  the  village,  of 
which  the  Indians  had  timely  notice  and  received  them  when  little 
expected,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  to  their  main  Body  without 
having  effected  their  Intention.  Some  days  after  there  was  another 
Engagement  in  which  the  Indians  were  again  successful,  in  the  differ- 
ent Engagements  the  loss  of  the  Americans  is  supposed  to  be  near  nine 
hundred,  and  that  of  the  Indians  ten  killed  and  fifteen  wounded — the 
Indians   had  when   the  last  accounts  came  from    there,  still  kept   their 
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own  ground  and  are  in  high  Spirits.  Parties  joining  them  daily  and 
numbers  more  on  their  march.  I  propose  sending  off  four  men  in 
order  to  procure  certain  intelligence  and  condole  with  them  by  which 
they  may  see  that  we  are  steady  in  our  friendship,  after  our  men  may 
Return  I  shall  write  you  the  particulars  although  I  should  suppose 
Col  McKee  wrote  you  on  this  head. 

I  cannot  think  of  finishing  my  Letter  without  touching  a  little  on 
Politics,  as  I  have  ever  spoken  freely  on  matters  in  which  the  public 
was  any  ways  interested,  and  have  ever  disapproved  of  its  being 
recommended  to  the  Six  Nations  to  remain  on  the  Lands  they  are  now 
on,  and  not  to  cross  to  this  side  of  the  River  in  order  to  settle,  the 
evil  of  which  may  at  present  not  appear,  but  be  assured  that  time  will 
point  out  the  Error,  their  being  settled  on  government  lands  was  surely 
strengthening  the  British  Interest  in  this  part  of  the  Country.  The 
Americans  in  order  to  Engage  them  have  had  tracts  surveyed  on  pur- 
pose for  them  to  settle  amongst  them,  which  is  in  my  opinion  lessen- 
ing the  safeguard  that  Niagara  has  always  had,  if  they  had  been 
settled  on  the  Lands  allotted  us  by  government,  this  settlement  might 
have  ever  rested  in  Security,  having  their  Frontier  well  guarded,  those 
things  perhaps  may  never  strike  you  in  the  same  light  with  me,  but 
whether  or  not,  I  have  only  taken  the  Liberty  to  give  You  this  little 
of  my  opinion  on  this  subject. 

From  my  disagreeable  situation  at    present  when  I  know  the  Enemy 

are  in  the  country  of  our  Allies,  would  wish  to  have  your  opinion  and 

advice  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  as  I  expect  we  will  receive  a  message 

from  that  country,  and  your  advice  I  could  wish  for  before  I  take  any 

active  part. 

I  am 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

(Signed)  Jos:  Brant 

D. 

Sir  John  Johnson 
Bart. 

larloraed  13 

Id  Ixird  Dorcbestar'a  to  Mr  Grenvllle  No  79  of  the  23d  Jany  1791 
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SCHEDULE   OF   ENCLOSUKES   IN   LORD   DORCHESTEE'S     LETTERS    RELATIVE   TO 
THE   INDIANS   NEAR   DETROIT. 

[No  74.]  Quebec  10th  November  1790 

Sir, 

Since  the  intimation  from  New  York  of  an  intended  Expedition  from 
the  American  States  against  some  of  the  Western  Indians,  and  the 
subsequent  intelligence  on  that  subject  from  the  Upper  Posts,  further 
accounts  have  been  received  from  that  quarter  up  to  the  18th  of  last 
month,  of  the  material  part  of  which  copies  are  inclosed. 

I  am  with  much  respect  and  esteem  Sir 

Tour  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant 

Dorchester. 
The  Eight  Honble 

William  Wyndham  Grenville. 

Schedule  of  the  Inclosures. 

1.  Message  from  Governor  St  Clair  to  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of 
the  Seneca  Nations  dated  Pittsburg  8th  September  1790,  professing 
friendship  and  recommending  neutrality.  [Published  on  page  96] 

2.  Letter  from  the  same  to  Ihe  Commanding  officer  at  Detroit  dated 
Marietta  19th  September  1790  professing  friendship  towards  Great 
Britain,  confidence  in  our  neutrality,  and  that  our  traders  will  be 
restrained  from  assisting  the  Indians,  of  whose  depredations  he  inscribes 
to  their  instigation.  [Published  on  page  99] 

3.  The  Commandant's  answer  to  the  above  dated  Detroit  14th 
October  1790.  [Published  on  page  102] 

4.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commandant  at  Detroit  dated  16th 
October  1790,  statfng  the  apprehensions  of  the  Traders  from  the 
approaching  expedition.  [Published  on  page  103] 

5.  Letter  from  the  Indian  Agent  at  Detroit,  dated  18th  October 
1790,  giving  account  of  the  progress  of  the  intended  expedition  and 
the  proceedings  of.  the  Spaniards  and  inclosing  [Published  on  page  106] 

6.  Message  from  Governor  St  Clair  to  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of 
the  Wyandot  nation  dated  Muskingum  19th  September  1790,  professing 
friendship  and  recommending  neutrality.  [Published  on  page  98] 

7.  Extract  of  a  private  letter  from  Detroit  dated  17th  October  1790, 
concerning  the  intended  expedition  and  its  effects  upon  the  Trade. 

[Published  on  page  104] 

ladoreed:—  D. 

Qaebec  10th  Novem  1790  Lord  Dorchester  No  74  B  18  Deer.  7  Inclosares 

[Q  49,  p  100] 
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DOBIE   AND   BADGLEY   TO   MESSRS.    BRICKWOOD,    PRATTLE  AND   CO. 

Montreal  11th  Novr  1790 

Messrs.  Brickwood  Prattle  &   Co. 
Gentn 

Our  last  Respects  were  of  4tb  Current  to  which  refer. 

The  purport  of  the  present  is  to  inform  you  that  a  few  days  ago  aa 
express  arrived  from  Detroit  with  dispatches  for  Lord  Dorchester,  and 
intelligence  of  a  general  officer  with  an  army  of  6,000  Americans  and 
16  pieces  of  cannon  with  2  mortars  being  at  the  Meamis  villages  in 
the  vicinity  of  Detroit — that  they  had  sent  a  message  to  the  Com- 
mandant of  that  Post  Major  Smith  desiring  him  not  to  be  alarmed, 
that  they  had  no  hostile  intentions  against  the  British  Posts  or  Settle- 
ments, but  that  they  had  come  up  merely  with  a  view  to  chastise  the 
Indians  for  their  insolence  and  the  depredations  and  cruelties  they  had 
committed  on  the  Frontiers — how  far  these  may  be  their  real  inten- 
tions it  is  hard  to  tell.  Conjectures  are  different,  by  some  it  is  thought 
that  they  mean  to  build  Forts  where  they  now  are,  for  which  purpose 
they  have  brought  up  their  Cannon,  by  which  means  they  will  cut  off 
the  communication  with  Detroit,  and  if  they  conciliate  the  affections 
of  the  Indians  they  will  effectually  ruin  the  Trade  of  the  British  Set- 
tlement, they  have  desired  Major  Smith  not  to  interfere  in  the  matter 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians  nor  to  furnish  them  with  Arms  or  Ammu- 
nition— this  can  hardly  be  complied  with  we  should  imagine  as  the 
Indians  will  certainly  looking  for  assistance  and  protection  from  those 
with  whom  and  for  whom  they  formerly  fought  and  by  whom  they 
were  taught  to  look  upon  the  Americans  as  their  common  enemy,  by 
some  it  is  apprehended  that  their  intentions  are  deeper  laid  than 
merely  building  Forts  and  establishing  Posts  for  themselves  but  also 
may  have  an  inclination  for  the  possession  of  those  already  erected  as 
witness  their  having  mortars  which  are  employed  rather  in  the  offensive 
than  defensive,  and  so  large  a  Body  of  men  in  that  Country,  indicates 
views  of  a  different  nature  from  those  which  they  would  wish  to  make 
us  believe,  however  let  the  future  event  of  their  designs  be  what  they 
may,  the  effects  will  be  of  serious  consec^uence  to  the  Detroit  Trade 
for  the  present  year,  as  the  Indians  will  totally  neglect  their  hunt  in 
that  part  of  the  Country  and  be  thrown  into  a  general  consternation. 
This  is  information  particularly  disagreeable  for  us  to  communicate  to 
you,  but  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  intimate  to  you  a  matter  so  seri- 
ously important  to  the  Fur  Trade.  We  have  just  mentioned  to  you 
what  we  have  heard  from  persons    who  have    gone  down  from    Detroit^ 
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and  of  what  has  transpired  of  the  Governor's  Dispatches — and  tho  per- 
haps the  number  of  men  may  be  exaggerated,  as  is  generally  the  case 
in  similar  circumstances,  yet  that  there  are  a  body  of  American  Troops 
near  Detroit  is  a  fact  that  may  be  relied  on,  and  their  intentions  can- 
not be  altogether  pacific  it  is  with  a  degree  of  pleasure  that  we  can 
inform  you  that  for  ourselves  we  shall  not  immediately  feel  the  effects 
of  this  invasion,  as  we  are  not  in  the  smallest  degree  concerned  in  the 
Detroit  Trade,  and  we  are  led  to  think  that  the  motives  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  their  further  manoeuvres  will  be  regulated  much  by  the  event 
of  peace  or  war  in  Europe.  We  send  this  to  Quebec  to  reach  a 
Transport  that  is  yet  to  sail  from  thence  as  we  are  informed. 

The  Cargo  of  the  Atlas  from  the  unfortunate  accident  she  met  with 
on  the  26th  Ulto.  is  to  be  sold  by  publick  sale,  for  the  purpose  of 
establisiiing  a  general  average  on  the  property.  When  our  two 
Servus  of  Brazilian  tobacco  must  consequently  share  the  fate  of  the 
rest  of  the  Cargo. 

We  remain  with  much  respect 
Gentr 

Your  obedt.  humble  Servts. 

Dobie  &  Badgley. 

Indorsed— Montreal  11th  Nov.  1790 

Dobie  &  Badgley  reed  18th  Deer  pr  The  Mary  Ann 

[g  49,  p  333] 


copy  of  speeches  from  timothy  pickeeing  to  the  six  nations. 

Brothers, 

When  I  last  met  you  in  Council  I  buried  the  Hatchet  and  expressed 
my  wishes  that  it  might  remain  forever  buried  I  also  assured  you  that 
the  United  States  desired  to  maintain  with  you  perpetual  peace  and 
friendship. 

You  therefore  now  sit  easy  on  your  seats,  and  as  I  have  often 
washed  your  eyes,  I  trust  you  can  see  clearly. 

Brothers, 

The  occasion  of    this  treaty    has   been  already    mentioned,  it   seemed 

proper  that  everything  connected  with   that  occasion  should    first  claim 

our  attention,  accordingly    in  compliance  with  your  request,  tbe    effects 

of   your   deceased    Brothers    have    been    given    up,  and   yesterday    was 
19 
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spent  agreeable  to  your  customs  in  mourning  their  unhappy  fate. 
Brothers,  I  sincerly  join  with  you  in  lamenting  their  untimely    deaths. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  assure  you  that  the  murders  of  Your 
Brothers  "  are  causes  of  great  displeasure  to  the  United  States,"  I  am 
also  to  explain  to  you  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  to  bring 
the  murderers  to  Justice. 

In  the  first  place  the  murders  being  committed  in  Pensylvania  the 
President  and  Council  of  that  State  offered  a  Reward  of  eight  hundred 
dollars  to  any  persons  who  should  apprehend  the  murderers,  that  is  two 
hundred  dollars  for  each,  to  be  paid  when  the  murderers  should  be 
tried  and  found  guilty.  And  in  the  next  place  the  president  and 
Council  promised  a  Reward  of  fifty  pounds  for  the  taking  of  each  of 
the  murderers  to  be  paid  on  their  commitment  to  prison.  Brothers, 
such  is  the  Information  on  this  head  which  I  have  receiv'd  from  my 
brother  Colo  Wilson,  who  is  one  of  the  Council,  and  is  here  present; 

Brothers, 

In  the  United  States  the  promise  of  rewards  is  the  usual  and  most 
effectual  method  of  getting  bad  men  apprehended.  It  has  in  part  suc- 
ceeded in  the  present  case,  one  of  the  offenders  has  been  taken  and 
put  in  prison,  and  the  Reward  of  fifty  pounds  has  been  paid  to  the 
two  men  who  took  him.  The  other  three  murderers  have  fled  and 
probably  gone  to  places  where  they  are  not  known,  should  they  return 
we  may  reasonably  expect  they  will  also  be  taken. 

Brothers, 

I  have  assured  you  that  the  murderers  of  your  two  brothers  are 
causes  of  Great  displeasure  to  the  United  States,  I  further  assure  you 
that  our  Great  Chief  the  president  of  the  United  States  will  suffer  no 
injury  done  to  our  Brothers  the  Indians  at  peace  with  the  United 
States  to  go  unpunished,  if  the  offenders  can  be  found,  I  assure  that 
all  our  Brothers  of  the  Indian  Tribes  may  perfectly  rely  on  his  Justice 
and  Goodness,  if  therefore  any  white  man  of  the  United  States  shall 
hurt  you,  make  it  known  to  our  Great  Chief,  or  to  the  person  whom 
he  shall  appoint  to  hear  your  complaints,  and  what  is  right  towards 
you  he  will  cause  to  be  done. 

Brothers, 

You  know  that  sometimes  white  men  kill  white  men  yet  the  rela- 
tions of  the  slain  do  not  avenge  their  blood  but  leave  it  to  be  done  by 
the  Judges,  who  act  cooly  and  without  passion  and  by  a  careful  exam- 
ination distinguish  the  innocent  from  the  guilty,  whereas  if  the  Fathers 
and  Brothers  of    the    slain    should    be    allowed    to    take    Revenge,  they 
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with  their  blood  boiling  and  mad  with  resentment  would  often  kill  the 

Innocent  instead  of  the  guilty. 

Bkothers, 

This  is  the  law  of    the    white    men    'tis    especially    the    law    of    the 
United  States. 
Brothees, 

You  will  allow  the  principal  or  reason  of  this   law    to    be    just,  and 
being  just  we  trust  you  will  in  all  times  to  come  make    it    the    rule  of 
your  conduct  towards  your  Brothers  of  the  United  States. 
Brothers, 

You  have  demanded  the  property  of  the  murderers  of  your  two 
brothers,  I  have  enquired  for  their  property,  and  am  informed  they 
were  poor  men,  possessing  nothing  but  a  little  land,  which  can  be  of 
no  use  to  you.  Besides,  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  do  not  allow  of 
such  a  forfeiture.  If  a  white  man  killed  a  white  man,  neither  the 
mother  or  other  relations  of  the  deceased  can  claim  the  property  of 
the  murderers,  all  they  can  demand  is,  that  proper  means  be  used  to 
apprehend  them,  and  if  taken  and  found  guilty,  that  they  be  put  to 
death.  But  in  the  present  case  Brothers,  the  United  States  do  more 
for  you  than  the  law  requires  to  be  done  for  their  own  citizens,  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  directed  me  to  present  to  you 
a  quantity  of  goods  as  an  atonement  for  the  Blood  of  your  Brothers 
that  was  spilt.  These  goods  in  convenient  time  I  will  deliver  you. 
Brothers 

It  is  your  custom  at  Treaties  to  deliver  Belts  of  Wampum,  accord- 
ing to  the  importance  of  the  subjects  treating  of,  I  am  not  provided 
with  those  mementos  or  means  remembrance,  nor  are  they  to  be 
obtained  at  this  place.  They  are  not  in  use  among  white  men  in  their 
Treaties,  but  instead  thereof  everything  necessary  to  be  remembered  is 
put  down  in  writing,  by  which  means  whatever  is  done  at  a  treaty 
will  be  as  well  known  to  their  children  and  children's  children,  to  the 
latest  posterity,  as  if  they  had  been  living  and  present  at  the  Council 
fire.  This  excellent  method  of  preserving  the  memory  of  important 
facts,  in  use  among  the  wisest  nations  of  white  men  cannot  be 
unacceptable  to  you.  But  nevertheless  Brothers,  you  on  your  part  can 
observe  your  ancient  customs,  which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  me. 
In  return  you  will  allow  me,  as  well  from  a  sense  of  propriety,  as  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  to  observe  the  customs  of  white  men.  I  there- 
fore present  you  a  copy  of  the  speech  I  have  just  delivered,  it  will 
always  inform  you  truly  of  everything  I  have  now  said  and  therefore 
I  desire  you  to  receive  and  preserve  it. 


148  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

Brothers, 

As  a  testimony  of  the  Exactness  of   the  copy  and  a    proof  that  all  I 
now  said  to  you  is  true.  I    have  set  my   seal  to    it  and    subscribed  my 

name. 

(Signed) 

Timothy  Pickering 

Commissioner  in  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Dated  at  Tioga  Point  the  eighteenth  day  of  Novr.  1790. 


Brothers, 

It  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  (and  I  desire  you  to  listen  to  my 
words)  that  hereafter  all  business  between  you  and  any  part  of  the 
United  States  is  to  be  transacted  with  the  General  Government,  and 
not  with  the  Government  of  any  one  State,  or  any  number  of  States 
short  of  the  whole. 
Brothers. 

I  will  first  shew   you   how  the    United   States   became    possessors   of 
this  exclusive   authority   relative  to  Indian   affairs    and    then    read    and 
explain  to  you,  a  late  law  made  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
in  pursuance  of  that  authority. 
Brothers, 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  the  great  Council  of  the  nation. 
The  Thirteen  States  have  agreed  to  give  this  Great  Council  very  great 
powers,  because  such  great  poVvers  were  found  necessary  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  nation,  one  of  those  powers  is  given  in  these  words. 

"  The  Congress  shall    have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations  and  among  the  several  States  and  with  the  Indian  Tribes." 
Brothers, 

The  Thirteen  States  have  also  given  great  power  to  their  President 
or  Great  Chief,  one  of  these  powers  is  that  of  making  treaties  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  or  Council  of  old  men,  and  because 
the  affairs  of  the  United  States  are  very  great  and  extensive  the  Presi- 
dent has  many  chiefs  to  assist  him. 

These  Chiefs  are  appointed  by  the  president  or  great  chief,  Vith  the 
advice  of  the  Council  of  old  men. 

This  Council  of  old  men  is  composed  of  Chiefs  from  each  of  the 
thirteen  States,  and  have  their  Council  fire  kindled  at  least  once  in 
every  year,  and  bf -cause  they  have  a  great  deal  of  Business  to  do,  they 
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keep  their  fire  burning  a  long  time.  But  when  their  fire  is  buried  and 
they  go  home,  then  the  Great  Chief  alone  has  power  to  appoint  chiefs 
or  officers  to  assist  him,  to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indian  Tribes  and 
do  other  Business  of  the  United  States. 

Brothebs, 

I  will  mention  particularly  but  one  other  power  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  is  a  very  important  one  it  is  expressed  in 
these  words. 

"  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed."  'Tis  by 
virtue  of  this  power  that  the  President  has  directed  me  to  communi- 
cate to  you  the  law  which  I  shall  presently  read. 

Brothers, 

You  now  see  how  it  has  come  to  pass, ,  that  hereafter  all  business 
between  you  and  any  parts  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  transacted 
with  the  General  Government  of  the  United  States,  administered  (or 
exercised)  in  the  manner  I  have  just  now  stated,  if  therefore  hereafter 
any  person  without  authority  of  the  United  States  shall  offer  to  make 
a  treaty  with  you,  in  Behalf  of  any  State,  or  of  any  number  of  Citizens 
of  the  United  States,  Brothers  do  not  hear  him  for  every  such  offer 
must  be  made  to  Deceive  and  impose  upon  you. 


Brothers, 

You    may  remember    in    my   Commission    from  our  Great   Chief    the 
President  of  the  United  States  I  am  particularly  required  to  communi- 
cate   to    you,   in    a   plain    and   fair    manner    the    late    act   of   Congress 
respecting  the  Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Indian  Tribes. 
Brothers, 

That  act  or  law  of  Congress  is  printed  on  the  paper  I  now  hold  in 
my  hands. 
Brothers, 

Open  your  Ears  that  you  may  hear  me  read  and  explain  it. 


No  33. 

Congress  of  the  United  States  at  the  Second  Session  begun  and 
held  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  January 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

An  act  to  regulate  Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Indian  Tribes. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  that  no  person 
shall  b*e  permitted  to  carry  on  any  Trade  of,  or  intercourse  with  ihe 
Indian  Tribes,  without  a  license  for  that  purpose,  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  the  superintendant  of  the  department  or  of  such  other  person 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose, 
which  Superintendant  or  other  person  so  appointed,  shall  on  application 
issue  such  license  to  any  proper  person,  who  shall  enter  into  bond 
with  one  or  more  Sureties  approved  of  by  the  Superintendant,  or  per- 
son issuing  such  Licence,  or  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  penal  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  payable  to  the  preoident  of 
the  United  States,  conditional  for  the  true  and  faithful  observance  of 
such  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall 
be  made  for  the  Government  of  Trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
Tribes.  The  said  superintendents,  and  persons  by  them  licensed  as, 
aforesaid,  shall  be  governed  in  all  things  touching  the  said  Trade  and 
Intercourse  by  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  President  shall  sub- 
scribe, and  no  other  person  shall  be  permitted  to  carry  on  any  trade 
or  intercourse  with  the  Indians  without  such  Licence  as  aforesaid.  No 
Licence  shall  be  granted  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years,  provided 
nevertheless  that  the  President  may  make  such  order  respecting  the 
Tribes  surrounded  in  their  Settlements  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  secure  an  intercourse  without  licence,  if  he  may  deem  it 
proper. 

2nd.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  the  Superintendant  or  person 
issuing  such  licence  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  recall  all  such 
Licences  as  he  may  have  had  issued,  if  the  person  so  licenced  shall 
transgress  any  of  the  regulations  or  restrictions  provided  for  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  and  shall  put 
in  suit  such  bonds  as  he  may  have  taken  immediately  on  the  breach 
of  any  condition  in  said  bond.  Provided  always  that  it  shall  appear  on 
trial  that  the  person  from  whom  such  Licence  shall  have  been  recalled  has 
not  offended  against  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  the  regulations 
prcscrib'd  for  the  Trade  and  Intercourse  .with  the  Indian  Tribes  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  new  Licence. 

3rd.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  every  person  who  shall  attempt 
to  trade  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  or  be  found  in  the  Indian  Country  with 
such  Menhandi/.e  in  his  possession  as  are  usually  vended  to  the  Indi- 
ans, without  a  licence  had  and  obtained  as  in  this  act  prescribed,  and 
being  thereof  convicted  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same,  shall  for- 
feit all  the  merchandize  so  offered  for  sale  to  the  Indian  Tribes,  or  so 
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found  in  the  Indian  Country,  which  forfeiture  shall  be  one  half  to  the 
benefit  of  the  person  prosecuting  and  the  other  half  to  the  Benefit  of 
the  United  States. 

4th.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared  that  no  sale  of  lands 
made  by  any  Indians,  or  any  nation  or  tribe  of  Indians  within  the 
United  States  shall  be  valid  to  any  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  State, 
whether  having  the  right  of  presumption  to  such  Lands  or  not,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  duly  executed,  at  some  public  treaty,  held  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States. 

5th.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  if  any  citizen  or  Inhabitant  of 
the  United  States  or  of  either  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the  United 
States,  shall  go  into  any  town,  settlement  or  territory,  belonging  to  any. 
nation,  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  and  shall  there  commit  any  crime  upon, 
or  trespass  against  the  person  or  property  of  any  peaceable  and  friendly 
Indian  or  Indians  which  if  committed  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  either 
of  the  said  districts  against  a  citizen  or  a  white  Inhabitant  thereof  would 
be  punishable  by  the  laws  of  such  state  or  district,  such  offender  or 
offenders  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  punishment  and  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded against  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed 
within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  state  or  district  to  which  he  or  they  may 
belong  against  a  citizen  or  white  Inhabitant  thereof. 

6th.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  any  of  the  crimes  or  offences 
aforesaid  the  like  proceedings  shall  be  had  for  apprehending,  imprison- 
ing or  bailing  the  offender  as  the  case  may  be,  and  for  recognizing  the 
witnesses  for  their  appearance  to  testify  in  the  case,  and  where  the 
offender  shall  be  committed,  or  the  witness*  or  either  of  them,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  the  District  in  which  the  trial  is  to  be  had,  as  by  the 
act  to  establish  the  Judicial  courts  of  the  United  States  are  directed,  for 
any  crimes  or  offences  against  the  United  States. 

7th.     And  be  it  further  enacted  that  this  act  shall  be  in  force  for  the 

term  of  two  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  Sessions  of 

Congress  and  no  longer. 

(Signed)        Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

(Signed)  John  Adams 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  July  22nd  1790. 

(Signed)  George  Washington 

[  Q  50-1,  p  172  ]  President  of  the  United  States. 

*  Here  the  following  words  are  omitted,  ae  appears  by  the  printed  acts  of  Congress:  "  Shall  be  in 
"a  district  other  than  that  in  which  the  offense  is  to  be  tried  for  the  removal  of  the  offender  and  the 
"' witnesses. "  H.  M. 
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Explanation  of  an  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America 

entitled    "An  act   to  regulate  trade  and   Intercourse  with  the  Indian 

Tribes." 

1.  By  the  first  section  or  part  of  the  act  it  appears  that  the  Indian 
Tribes  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  are  to  be  arranged  in 
certain  departments,  for  each  department  there  is  to  be  a  Superintend- 
ent of  Indian  Affairs,  that  no  person  is  to  trade  with  the  Indians  with- 
out a  licence  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Department,  that  before 
a  licence  can  be  obtained  the  person  applying  for  it  must  give  bond 
with  one  or  more  securities,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to 
observe  such  rules  as  shall  be  made  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  and  that  no 
licence  can  be  granted  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years. 

But  that  nevertheless  the  president  may  permit  persons  without  licence 
to  trade  with  those  Indians  which  are  surrounded  in  their  settlements 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

2nd.  The  second  section  provides  a  remedy  for  abuses,  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  each  Superintendent  to  licence  only  good  end  Honest  men  to 
trade  with  the  Indians,  but  sometimes  he  may  be  deceived  by  bed  men, 
who  after  receiving  licences  mey  cheet  the  Indiens  and  disregard  the 
rules  they  are  bound  to  observe.  In  such  cese  the  Superintendent  is  to 
take  ewey  their  licences,  end  oblige  eny  one  found  guilty  of  breaking 
those  rules,  to  pay  the  thousand  dollars  for  which  he  had  given  bond, 
if  however  after  an  Examination  before  the  Court  it  shall  appear  that 
the  Superintendent  wes  mistaken  and  that  the  Trader  had  not  broken 
the  rules,  then  he  will  be  acquitted  and  a  new  Licence  will  be  given 
him. 

3rd.  The  third  section  is  designed  as  a  further  and  eflPectifal  guerd 
to  the  Indians  egeinst  the  freuds  end  impositions  of  unlicenced  traders. 
For  it  is  reasonably  presumed  that  every  honest  trader  will  be  willing 
to  take  a  licence  and  to  observe  the  rules  which  our  Great  Chief  shell 
meke  to  regulete  the  trede  with  the  Indien  Tribes.  If  therefore  eny 
man  ettempts  to  carry  on  such  trede  without  e  licence,  it  will  be  beceuse 
he  is  unwilling  to  be  bound  by  good  end  honest  rules,  rules  which  will 
be  made  for  the  Benefit  and  Security  of  the  Indians,  and  to  ensure  the 
continuance  of  peace  between  them  end  the  United  States. 

Therefore  it  is  declered  thet  every  such  lewless  trader  shall  forfeit  ell 
the  goods,  or  merchandize,  which  he  shall  offer  for  sale,  to  the  Indians, 
or  which  shall  be  found  in  his  possession  in  the  Indian  Country. 

4th.  The  fourth  section  is  intended  for  the  mutual  adventege  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  Indian  Tribes,  in  times  past  some  white  men 
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have  deceived  the  Indians  falsely,  pretending  they  had  authority  to  lease 
or  purchase  their  Lands;  and  sometimes  they  have  seized  on  more  than 
the  Indians  meant  to  sell  them,  again  falsely  pretending  that  those  lands 
were  comprehended  within  their  purchase,  such  fraudulent  practices  have 
mfide  our  brothers  angry,  and  sometimes  occasioned  hostilities,  wars  and 
bloodshed.  Yet  Indians  will  always  be  exposed  to  such  deceptions  and 
impositions  while  they  continue  to  sign  and  seal  papers  which  they  cannot 
read.  Now  Brothers,  to  prevent  these  great  evils  in  future,  the  Congress 
declare  that  no  sale  of  land  by  any  Indian  to  any  person,  or  persons, 
or  even  to  any  state,  shall  be  valid  (or  of  force)  unless  the  same  be 
made  at  some  public  treaty  held  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  for  at  such  public  treaty,  wise  and  good  men,  will  be  appointed 
by  the  President  to  attend  to  prevent  all  deception  and  fraud,  these  wise 
and  good  men,  will  examine  every  deed  before  it  is  signed  and  sealed, 
and  see  that  every  lease  or  purchase  of  the  Indians  be  openly  and  fairly 
made. 

5th.  The  fifth  section  declares  how  those  white  men,  who  hurt  friendly 
Indians  in  their  person  or  property  shall  be  punished.  Brothers,  it  is 
proper  that  I  inform  you,  that  if  an  Indian  be  murdered  or  in  any 
manner  injured  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  State,  the  murderers  or 
trespassers  will  be  liable  to  the  same  punishment,  as  if  the  person  mur- 
dered or  injured  were  a  white  man.  But  the  United  States  are  desirous 
of  making  further  provision  for  the  security  of  their  Brothers  the  Indi- 
ans, and  therefore  Congress  have  declared  that  if  any  inhabitant  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  either  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the  United  States, 
shall  go  into  town,  settlement  or  territory  belonging  to  any  nation  or 
Tribe  of  Indians,  and  there  commit  any  crime  upon,  or  trespass  against 
the  person  or  persons  or  the  property  of  any  peaceable  and  friendly 
Indian  or  Indians,  such  offender  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  punish- 
ment, as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed  within  the  state  or  district 
to  which  he  may  belong,  against  a  citizen  or  white  Inhabitant  thereof. 

6th.  In  the  sixth  section  Congress  direct  that  for  any  of  the  crimes 
or  offences  mentioned  in  this  law,  the  same  manner  of  proceeding  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  trial  and  punishment  shall  be  used,  as  if  the 
crimes  or  offences  were  committed  against  the  United  States. 

7th.  The  seventh  and  last  section  in  a  few  words  limits  the  duration 
of  the  law,  and  needs  no  explanation,  But  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
observe,  that  if  the  law  should  be  found  useful,  it  will  undoubtedly  be 
continued  for  a  longer  term;  in  a  word,  so  long  as  it  shall  prove  bene- 
ficial to  you  and  to  the  United  States. 
20 
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Brothers, 

The  acts  of  Congress  which  I  have  now  read  and  explained,  cannot 
fail  to  give  you  satisfaction,  for  it  must  convince  you,  "of  the  friendly 
disposition  of  the  federal  government  (which  is  the  government  of  the 
United  States)  towards  you,  and  its  readiness  to  extend  protection  and 
support  to  you  on  all  useful  occasions." 
Brothers, 

Let  me  intreat  you  to  lay  up  this  law  in  your  Hearts,  and  keep  it 
fresh  in  your  memories,  the  President  of  the  United  States  will  appoint 
Superintendants,  make  rules  for  the  Government  of  Licenced  Traders, 
and  do  whatever  shall  be  necessary,  to  carry  the  law  into  complete 
execution. 
Brothers, 

I  now  present  to  you  a  copy  of  the  law  which  I  have  just  read  and 
explained,  and  a  copy  of  the  explanations,  and  in  testimony  also  of  the 
exactness  of  the  copies,  and  that  in  my  opinion  those  explanations  are 
just,  I  have  certified  the  same  under  my  hand  and  seal. 

Given  at  Tioga  Point  the  twentieth  day  of  November  1790. 

In  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

(Signed) 

Timothy  Pickering 

Commissioner. 


Brothers, 

The  Business  on  which  we  met  at  this  Council  Fire  has  been  conducted 
greatly  to  my  satisfaction,  and  I  hope  to  yours  the  good  disposition  you 
have  manifested  will  give  much  Pleasure  to  our  Great  Chief  and  to 
Congress  which  is  the  Great  Council  of  the  United  States. 

If  any  circumstance  on   your  part  should    be  disapproved,  it  will  be 
your  delay  in  coming  to  meet  me. 
Brothers, 

Such  want  of  Punctuality  is  quite  contrary  to  the  Customs  of  white 
People,  and  is  attended  with  great  inconveniency. 
Brothers, 

I  apprehend  such  delays  are  occasioned  principally  by  the  multitude 
of  your  people  who  commonly  attend  treaties,  consisting  not  only  of 
men  who  can  travel  fast  but  of  women  tfe  children  who  walk  slowly. 
The  greater  the  numbers  too,  the  more  time  it  takes  tiiem  to  get  ready, 
the  more  accidents  happen  on  the  way  to  delay  their  .Journey,  and  the 
greater  the  difficulty  to  procure  a  supply  of  provisions. 


TIMOTHY  PICKERING  TO  THE  SIX  NATIONS.  155 

Brothers, 

This  way  of  attending  treaties  you  know  is  not  the  way  of  the  nations 
of  white  men  in  America,  and  I  assure  you  it  is  not  the  way  of  any 
nation  of  white  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  great  water,  for  they  hold 
their  treaties  by  a  deputation  of  only  one  or  a  few  of  their  Chiefs,  and 
indeed  one  Nation  of  Indians  has  lately  done  the  same. 
Brothers, 

This  was  the  great  Creek  Nation  which  inhabits  the  Country  lying 
between  the  settled  parts  of  Georgia  (which  is  the  Southernmost  of  the 
thirteen  States)  and  the  Mississippi.  This  Great  Nation  of  Indians 
deputed  and  sent  Twenty  four  of  their  Kings,  Chiefs  and  warriors,  to 
New  York  to  settle  all  their  disputes  with  the  United  States.  These 
Deputies,  that  is  the  Twenty  four  Kings,  Chiefs  and  Warriors,  accord- 
ingly held  and  concluded  a  Treaty  of  the  highest  Importance  to  their 
Nation,  a  treaty  by  which  an  end  was  put  to  all  differences,  their 
boundary  line  fixed,  and  perpetual  Peace  established  between  them  and 
the  United  States. 
Brothers, 

If  instead  of  waiting  to  assemble  a  great  number  of  men,  women  & 
children,  only  half  a  dozen  of  your  great  men  should  be  appointed  to 
hold  a  treaty  in  behalf  of  your  nation  the  Business  might  soon  be  con- 
cluded at  the  same  time  the  Rest  of  your  People  could  follow  without 
interruption  their  usual  Employment  at  home. 
Brothers, 

This  is  a  matter  which  highly  deserves  your  notice.  I  hope  you  will 
consider  well  of  it,  and  then  I  think  you  will  be  convinced  of  the  pro- 
priety of  following  hereafter  the  example  of  the  Great  Creek  Nation  of 
Indians,  and  of  all  the  great  nations  of  white  men,  by  sending  to  every 
treaty  only  a  few  of  your  greatest  and  best  men,  to  act  in  behalf  of 
your  whole  nation,  in  that  case  your  whole  nation  can  as  well  know 
what  has  been  done  at  a  treaty,  as  if  the  whole  attended,  for  your 
deputies  or  chiefs  can  take  back  with  them  in  writing  an  exact  account 
of  every  thing  which  has  passed  at  the  treaty,  every  speech  made  to 
you  by  the  Deputies  of  the  white  men,  all  your  own  speeches  and  every 
agreement  and  treaty  entered  into  being  committed  to  writing,  you  could 
take  home  with  you  true  copies  of  the  whole,  by  which  means  not  only 
your  brothers  who  remained  at  home  but  your  children  and  children's 
children,  might  as  certainly  know  every  thing  which  had  been  said  and 
done  at  a  treaty  as  if  they  had  all  been  alive  and  present.  Brothers, 
this  would  also  secure  you  from  impositions  relative  to  any  treaties  you 
had  made,  for  if  it  should    be  pretended   that  any  thing  had  been  said 
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or  agreed  to,  you  could  look    into  the  writings  in  your    possession  and 
there  find  the  Truth. 

Brothers, 

I  have  observed  your  attachment  to  the  customs  of  your  forefathers, 
it  is  a  natural  attachment,  all  other  nations  have  their  ancient  customs 
to  which  they  are  also  attached,  yet  when  they  find  the  old  customs 
become  inconvenient  they  forsake  them  and  adopt  new  rules. 

Brothers, 

This  is  frequently  done  by  all  the  nations  of  white  men  and  you  know 
that  the  nations  of  the  white  men  have  great  knowledge  and  wisdom. 

Brothers, 

Let  me  desire  you  again  to  think  well  of  this  matter,  consider  the  many 
advantages  of  committing  the  management  of  all  treaties  to  a  deputation 
of  a  few  of  your  wisest  and  best  men.  I  will  venture  to  assure  you  that 
nothing  would  better  please  our  Great  Chief  and  our  Great  Council 
than  your  adopting  this  method  of  holding  treaties  with  the  United 
States. 

Brothers, 

I  do  not  expect  jou  to  take  this  matter  into  consideration  at  this 
time,  I  have  only  mentioned  it  as  worthy  of  your  notice  and  wish  you 
to  think  of  it  at  your  Leisure,  when  you  get  home,  I  have  mentioned 
it  as  well  in  friendship  to  you  as  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  United 
States. 

Brothers, 

I  now  present  you  with  an  exact  copy  of  the  speech  I  have  just 
delivered  and  in  testimony  thereof  have  set  to  it  my  seal  and  subscribed 
my  name  this  Twenty  second  day  of  November  1790. 

In  behalf  of  the  United  states. 


(Signed) 


Timothy  Pickering 

Commissioner. 


Brothers, 

The  business  for  which  this  Council  fire  was  kindled  is  now  finished. 
The  Hatchet  has  been  burie<l  and  the  Chain  of  Friendship  made  bright— 
but  before  the  fire  is  put  out  I  must  address  a  few  words  to  the  rela- 
tions of  our  two  deceEised  Brothers. 
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My  Friends, 

You  have  now  assembled  to  receive  the  last  public  testimony  of  Respect 
to  the  Memories  of  our  two  Brothers  whose  untimely  deaths  we  have 
once  already  joined  in  Lamenting. 

Mothers, 

You  have  lost  two  worthy  sons  from  whom  you  expected  support  and 
comfort  in  your  old  age,  You  appear  bowed  down  with  sorrow  as  with 
years  your  affection  must  be  very  great.  I  also  am  a  Parent,  the  Parent 
of  many  sons,  the  loss  of  any  one  of  whom  would  fill  me  with  distress, 
I  therefore,  can  feel  for  yours. 

Brothers  and  Sisters, 

You  have  lost  two  valuable  relations  whose  assistance  was  useful  and 
whose  company  was  pleasing  to  you,  and  with  whom  you  expected  to 
pass  yet  many  years;  with  you  also  I  can  join  in  mourning  your  mis- 
fortune. 

Mothers  Brothers  &  Sisters, 

Let  me  endeavor  to  assuage  your  grief,  you  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of 
remembering  the  good  Qualities  of  your  deceased  Sons  and  Brothers, 
of  reflecting  that  they  were  worthy  men,  and  of  hearing  their  names 
mentioned  with  honour.  Let  those  considerations  afford  you  some  com- 
fort. Death  you  know  is  the  common  lot  of  all  mankind  and  none  can 
escape  its  stroke,  Some  indeed  live  for  many  years,  till  like  well  ripened 
Corn  they  wither  and  lay  down  their  heads,  but  multitudes  fall  in 
infancy  and  children  like  the  tender  shooting  corn  nipped  by  the  un- 
timely frosts,  others  again  grown  up  to  manhood  are  then  cut  off,  while 
full  of  sap,  and  flourishing  in  the  vigour  of  Life,  the  latter  it  seems 
was  the  state  of  our  two  deceased  brothers — but  my  friends  they  are 
gone  and  we  cannot  bring  them  back.  When  the  Great  Spirit  shall  so 
order  it  we  must  follow  them,  but  they  cannot  return  to  us,  this  is  the 
unalterable  course  of  things,  and  it  is  our  duty  patiently  to  bear  our 
misfortunes.  , 

Mothers, 

To  Manifest  the  Sorrow  of  the  United  States  for  the  loss  of  your  sons, 
and  that  you  and    your  families    may  always    have  with    you  the  usual' 
tokens  of  remembrance,  I  now  present  to  you  these  belts. 

Brothers, 

The  Stake  has  been  struck  into  the  ground  and  it  has  been  pulled 
out  in  presence  of  you  all,  we  have  put  into  the  hole  all  our  Troubles 
and  again  stuck  in  the  stake  that  they  may  never  arise  again. 
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The  foregoing?  is  a  true  copy  of  the  speech  I  delivered  with  two  mourn- 
ing Belts  at  the  Council  Fire  at  Tioga,  on  occasion  of  the  murder  of 
two    Seneca    Indians   at    Pine  Creek    in    Pensylvania  certified  at  <the 
request  of  the  ISachems. 
Under  my  hand  and  seal  the  22nd  day  of  November  1790. 

(Signed) 

Timothy  Pickering 

Commissioner  in  Behalf  of  the  United  States 

D. 

IndorBed    30 

In  Lord  Dorchesters  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  84  of  the  14th  June  1791. 

[Q  50-1,  p  1^7] 


ADVICES    FROM    DETROIT    RELATIVE   TO   ACTIONS    IN    MIAMIS   COUNTRY. 

Extract  from  the  Quebec  Gazette  2nd  Deer.  1790. 

"  Advices  from  Detroit  as  late  as  the  6th  Novr.  informs  us  of  two 
actions  fought  between  the  Indians  &  part  of  Governor  St  Clair's  army, 
in  the  Miamis  Country. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  the  following  to  be  as  accurate  an  account 
of  these  events  as  has  yet  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public. 

The  American  Army  consisting  of  2700  men  1000  of  which  were  Horse 
had  made  a  very  rapid  movement  by  the  I-ltli  Octr  to  within  nine 
Leagues  of  the  Miamis  Villages,  the  Shawanese  &  Potowatomies,  after 
destroying  their  own  villages  and  what  grain  they  cou'd  not  remove 
(they  allowed  the  Indian  Traders  settled  amoug  them  to  remove  every 
thing  but  ammunition)  encamp'd  about  800  strong  at  some  distance 
from  the  spot,  <fe  were  attacked  on  the  IGth  by  the  1000  Horse  who 
they  defeated  after  killing  about  300,  the  remainder  retreated  to  the  main 
Body,  on  the  20th  the  Indians  being  reinforc'd,  attack'd  that  Body  & 
defeated  them  with  the  Loss  of  250  or  more,  and  from  the  daily  grow- 
ing strength  of  the  Indians,  who  were  determined  to  pursue  the  retreating 
Army  of  the  Americans,  News  of  a  General  Engagement  was  hourly 
expected;  when  these  accounts  left  Detroit,  such  American  Prisoners  as 
they  took  (after  endeavoring  to  learn  what  were  their  designs  which  they 
said  was  to  erect  some  forts  for  the  present  &  to  attack  Detroit  in  the 
Spring)  they  kill'd. 

The  Indians  have  call'd  on  Major  Smith  and  the  officers  in  the  Indian 
Department  to  know  what  assistance  they  are  to  exp**ct,  and  say,  if  Great 
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Britain  will  not  assist  them  they  will  go  over  to  the  Spanish  Lines  and 
we  must  abide  the  consequences." 

Indorsed— In  Mr.  Brickwood's  of  the  Ist  Feby  1791. 

[Q  54-2,  p  688] 


INTELLIGENCE    FROM   DETROIT. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated 

Montreal  11th  December  1790. 

"  We  have  only  to  communicate  the  alarming  Intelligence  you  will 
find  in  the  enclos'd  extract  from  the  Quebec  Gazette  of  the  2nd  Instant. 

The  Americans  pretend  their  sole  object  is  to  chastise  the  Indians, 
for  depredations  made  on  their  Back  Settlements,  but  this  is  generally 
believed  to  be  only  a  pretence  for  bringing  a  sufficient  force  into  the 
Country  to  seize  on  the  Posts  they  pretend  a  Eight  to  by  Treaty,  they 
have  been  repuls'd  in  their  first  essay,  but  they  will  certainly  return 
in  the  Spring  with  a  force  the  Indians  cannot  resist,  the  Indians  destroy'd 
or  driven  over  to  the  Spanish  Lines,  the  Posts  will  be  no  longer  tenable 
by  us,  and  the  whole  Trade  from  that  Quarter  ruin'd,  nothing  can  save 
the  Indians  but  giving  them  efPectual  aid  against  the  Americans  or 
negotiating  a  Peace  between  them.  We  are  doubtful  whether  Lord  Dor- 
chester will  determine  on  either;  however  the  Merchants  interested  are 
determined  first  to  apply  to  him  &  if  necessary  thro'  him  by  memorial 
to  His  Majesty,  which  our  friends  in  London  will  be  requested  to  second 
and  from  whom  we  hope  to  be  inform'd  as  early  as  possible  what  may 
be  determin'd  in  consequence." 

[  Q  54-2,  p  687  ] 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Montreal  dated  11th  Deer  1790. 

"  We  have  to  inform  you  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  com- 
municated to  you  respecting  the  Situation  of  Detroit,  that  by  an  Express 
arrived  from  that  post  last  week,  Intelligence  has  been  received  of  a 
tribe  of  Indians  called  the  Shawanese,  in  consequence  of  a  Detachment 
of  the  American  Army  having  been  discovered  reconnoitering  their  sit- 
uation, with  an  intention  of  molesting  them — destroyed  their  village, 
after  having   removed    their  corn  &ca,  &  turn'd    to  the  number  of    800 
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(about)  Warriors,  who  were  determined  to  attack  the  Americans;  in 
consequence  of  which  they  sallied  forth  upon  the  advanced  party  on 
the  16th  of  October  last  from  their  ambush  and  after  having  thrown 
their  enemy  into  the  greatest  consternation,  by  a  tremendous  shower  of 
arrows,  they  rushed  upon  them  in  this  situation,  from  the  woods  with 
their  Tomahawks,  and  killed  about  200  of  the  Americans  upon  the  spot, 
by  means  of  this  dreadfull  Engine  of  Death,  this  occasioned  a  retreat 
of  the  Party,  the  Indians  still  continuing  their  pursuit,  made  a  second 
attack  upon  them  on  the  19th  same  month,  left  about  300  of  the  Ameri- 
cans dead  upon  the  tield — they  would  have  effectually  cut  off  the  whole 
party,  but  for  one  of  their  principal  men  having  made  a  Dream  which 
predicted  the  arrival  of  some  misfortune  to  themselves  if  they  did  any 
further  execution,  and  which  from  the  faith  which  the  Indians  have  in 
such  fanciful  anticipations,  gave  the  Americans  an  opportunity  of 
improving  their  Flight.  The  Indians  took  a  few  Prisoners  who  previous 
to  their  being  put  to  death  declared  that  it  was  their  intention  to  build 
Forts  in  the  vicinity,  during  the  Winter,  to  defend  them  from  the  Indians, 
and  in  the  Spring  to  have  attack'd  Detroit — the  Indians  in  these  two 
attacks,  it  is  said  had  only  10  killed  &  15  wounded.  The  American 
Army  are  retreating  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  and  in  the  most 
pitiful  situation,  having  but  a  small  stock  of  Provisions  remaining,  & 
being  pursued^by  an  inhuman  <fe  merciless  Foe,  through  an  inhospitable 
country,  and  we  are  afraid  few  will  reach  their  own  country  from  the 
several  dreadfull  causes  of  Hunger,  fatigue  &  precipitate  Flight — their 
number  (as  we  imagined)  was  greatly  exaggerated  in  our  first  informa- 
tion— it  appearing  that  they  had  in  all  about  2500  men.  The  Indians 
are  collecting  from  all  the  adjacent  parts;  and  will  consequently  form  a 
very  powerful  Party  by  the  Spring,  some  Chiefs  have  come  to  Detroit 
to  know  what  assistance  or  support  they  can  depend  upon  from  their 
Great  Father,  to  which  the  commanding  otficer  cou'd  only  reply  that  he 
cou'd  act  only  by  his  instructions  from  his  superiors,  and  as  such  cou'd 
not  interfere — 

The  Indians  previous  to  their  putting  into  execution  their  Resolution 
of  attacking  the  Americans,  desired  all  the  Traders  to  remove  to  some 
place  of  safety,  that  they  wou'd  protect  them  tfc  their  property,  with 
wjjicli  the  Traders  found  it  their  Interest  to  comply.  The  Indians  how- 
ever took  from  them  all  their  Arms  <fe  Ammunition;  We  are  at  a  loss 
to  guess  what  may  be  the  event  of  this  unfortunate  Disaster;  and  what 
our  neighbors  may  be  resolved  upon  in  lonsequencr  of  this  unexpected 
reception  of  their  Forces;  and  let  their  future  operations  be  what  they 
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may,  the  event  very  materially  concerns  this  Province.  The  Trade  of 
the  District  of  Detroit  will  be  much  injured  this  year  allowing  that 
matters  proceed  no  further,  as  the  Indians  will  entirely  neglect  their 
Hunt,  and  what  adds  to  this  misfortune  is  the  circumstance  of  the 
Warriors  being  the  best  &  in  fact  the  only  hunters  among  their  respect- 
ive Tribes — but  we  are  afraid  that  this  Event  is  only  the  prelude  to 
more  important  scenes;  and  as  this  disaster  will  naturally  prompt  the 
Americans  to  revenge,  we  can  hardly  presume  to  predict  the  unhappy 
Conseqences,  and  shou'd  another  Force  be  sent  into  that  Country,  either 
with  a  view  of  conquering  the  Indians  or  attacking  the  Posts,  the  most 
dreadful  depredations  will  be  committed,  the  Trade  will  be  totally  neg- 
lected, and  rendered  nothing  but  a  scene  of  confusion  &  insecurity: 
together  with  the  perpetration  of  the  most  violent  acts  of  injustice 
towards  the  Traders,  whose  property  would  be  pillaged,  and  themselves- 
rendered  a  prey  to  the  caprice  &  cruelty  of  both  parties;  besides  in  the 
Event  of  another  Invasion  of  that  Country,  the  Indians  will  naturally 
apply  to  the  British  for  assistance,  which  if  refused  they  will  have  no 
other  alternative,  but  of  abandoning  the  country  and  throwing  themselves 
upon  the  Protection  of  the  Spaniards,  which  indeed  the  Indians  of  some 
Nations  have  already  declared  to  be  their  Intention,  the  consequences 
of  which  wou'd  be  equally  prejudicial  to  this  Province,  and  but  for  the 
interposing  Hand  of  Government  must  take  place  should  these  measures 
be  adopted  by  the  Americans.  We  have  thought  it  our  Duty  thus  to 
inform  you  of  the  disagreeable  predicament  in  which  the  Indian  Trade 
is  likely  to  be  involved,  and  we  think  that  you  are  very  materially  inter- 
ested. Gentlemen,  in  the  Security  of  our  Trade  that  a  meeting  of  the 
Merchants  in  London  who  are  concerned  in  this  Country  shou'd  be 
called,  and  a  state  of  the  situation  in  which  we  are  likely  to  be  immerged 
laid  before  His  Majesty.  Mr.  Todd,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Robertson  & 
Mr.  McTavish  being  all  upon  the  spot,  and  all  very  much  interested, 
can  give  you  every  information  of  the  nature  of  the  Trade  together  with 
the  tendency  of  the  impending  circumstances;  and  thereupon  measures 
of  security  may  be  devised.  It  wou'd  be  presumption  in  us  to  pretend 
to  say  what  those  measures  should  be,  as  we  are  persuaded  that  when 
matters  are  properly  stated,  the  wisdom  of  government  will  provide  such 
remedies  as  may  protect  the  Trade  on  one  hand  &  secure  it  on  the 
other.  We  have  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  McGill  &  Mr.  Frobisher 
on  this  important  subject,  and  we  shall  do  all  in  our  power;  in  order  to 
21 
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have  an  address  presented  to  His  Majesty  from  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Traders  in  this  Country — through  the  medium  of  Lord  Dorchester. 

Indoreed:    Id  Mr.  Kircbwood'a  1  Feby  1791. 

r  Q  54-2,  p  690  ] 


EXTRACT  FROM  LETTER  OF  SIR  JOHN  JOHNSON  RELATIVE  TO  INDIANS  IN 
NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  DETROIT. 

Extract    from    Sir    John  Johnson    Bart's    letter — Dated    Montreal    11th 

Dec.  171)0. 

As  I  know  you  must  be  interested  in  the  result  of  the  American  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Detroit  I  shall  only 
inform  you  that  the  Indians  have  twice  defeated  their  army  and  obliged 
them  to  retire  with  precipitation,  the  particulars  of  all  which,  I  have  no 
doubt,  your  Friends,  my  next  door  Neighbours,  will  give  you — I  shall 
therefore  say  no  more  on  that  subject,  but  that  I  think  the  people 
interested  in  the  Trade  of  that  Country  ought  to  use  their  Interest  with 
Government  to  put  a  stop  to  any  further  Encroachments  in  the  Indian 
Country,  by  trying  to  establish  a  line  of  division  from  the  Pennsylvania 
Northern  &  Western  Boundary  line  as  established  in  1768  to  the  South- 
ward between  the  Americans  <fc  Indians,  as  the  only  means  of  security 
to  their  Trade,  and  for  the  Peace  &  comfort  of  the  parties  engaged. 

Indorsed:   R  from  Mr.  Inglie  Feb.  1—1791. 

[  Q  54-2,  p  695  ] 


MEMORIAL    AND   PETITION   OF   THE    MERCHANTS    OF   MONTREAL    TRADING   TO 
THE   INDIAN   OR    UPPER   COUNTRY. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  Guy  Lord  Dorchester  Captain 
General  «fc  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Colonies  of  (»)uebec.  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick  and  their  dependencies,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same; 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  F<jrces  in  the 
said  Colonies  and  the  Island  of  Newfoundland  (fcc.  S:c.  Ac. 

The  Memorial  and    Petition  of   the    Merchants  of    Montreal,  trading  to 

the  Indian  or  Upper  Country. 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialists  being  largely  engaged  in  the  Indian  or  Upper 
■Country  Trade  of    the    Province  are  not   a  little  alarmed  for  the  safety 
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of  the  property  which  they  have  trusted  in  the  Indian  Country,  by  reason 
of  the  late  attempt  of  the  Americans  to  establish  by  force  a  Post  or 
Posts  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Province  near  to  Detroit. 

That  should  such  attempt  be  attended  with  success,  it  is  evident  that 
the  Indian  Trade  to  the  South  of  Lake  Erie,  must  fall  into  their  hands, 
±o  the  loss  and  prejudice  of  the  Province,  in  a  sum  not  short  of  Thirty 
Thousand  Pounds  Sterling. 

That  from  so  near  a  vicinity  to  Detroit,  your  memorialists  cannot 
help  suspecting  that  views  of  obtaining  possession  of  that  key  to  the 
Western  and  North  West  Country,  are  strongly  entertained  by  our  rival 
neighbours;  and  they  consider  with  much  pain,  that  should  they  possess 
themselves  of  Detroit  they  will  have  in  their  power  the  means  of  com- 
manding the  whole  Western  and  North  Western  Trade,  which  your 
memorialists  esteem  to  produce  of  returns  for  British  Manufacturies,  chiefly 
in  furs,  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

Your  memorialists  might  remark  other  bad  consequences  which  would 
follow,  in  particular  to  the  new  settlements,  should  our  neighbors  become 
masters  of  the  Post  of  Detroit,  but  knowing  that  your  Lordship  can 
better  discern  than  they  can  point  out,  the  political  injuries  which  the 
Province  would  sustain  in  such  event,  they  confine  themselves  solely  to 
the  Indian  Trade,  of  which  from  long  experience  and  extensive  dealings, 
they  can  speak  with  certainty  and  precision. 

Tour  memorialists  take  the  liberty  of  observing,  that  though  the  rout 
most  generally  used  from  Lower  Canada  to  the  Western  and  North  West 
Country,  is  that  of  the  Ottawa,  or  Great  River,  leading  immediately  to 
a  communication  with  Lake  Huron,  considerably  North  of  Detroit;  yet 
such  is  the  poverty  of  the  Country,  that  unless  provisions  can  be  pro- 
<5ured  from  Detroit,  the  North  West  Trade  would  cease  to  be  carried  on, 
because  of  the  insupportable  expence  that  would  accrue,  if  transported 
in  canoes  by  the  Great  River. 

Your  Memorialists  are  aware  that  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783, 
great  part  of  the  Indian  Country  was  ceded  to  the  American  States,  but 
having  carried  on  the  Trade  of  that  Country  as  was  usual  before,  and 
during  the  War,  under  the  protection  and  safe  guard  of  Government; 
Your  memorialists  not  having  since  the  Peace  encountered  any  difficul- 
ties from  the  subjects,  of  the  American  States,  have  been  led  to  extend 
the  Indian  Trade  farther  west  than  formerly,  from  which  circumstance, 
their  property  and  connections  in  that  Country  being  greater,  and  more 
widely  extended,  any  sudden  check  to  their  commercial  pursuits  would 
occasion  their  ruin;  nor  would  a  less  period  than  five  years  be  sufficient 
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for  fully  collecting  &  withdrawing  their  property,  in  the  event  of  such 
measure  becoming  necessary,  by  the  Posts  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
United  States. 

Your  memorialists  can  with  confidence  rely  on  your  Lordship's  watchful 
Government,  the  encouragement  and  protection  which  the  Indian  Trade 
has  met  with,  assure  them,  that  the  best  measures  will  be  adopted  for 
securing  free  intercourse  of  Trade  to  the  Indian  Country.  Yet,  in  a 
matter  of  such  magnitude,  and  consequence  to  your  memorialists,  they 
venture  humbly  to  hope  and  suggest,  that  through  your  Lordship's  rep- 
resentation, the  Trade  may  not  be  interrupted  for  Five  years  to  come, 
in  order  that  the  British  Merchanta  may  be  enabled  to  collect  and  with- 
draw their  property,  and  if  at  the  end  of  that  period,  it  would  seem  fit 
to  the  wisdom  of  Government  to  cede  the  Posts,  that  the  Indian  Country 
should  be  considered  as  neutral  ground,  free  and  open  for  the  purposes 
of  Trade,  as  well  to  His  Majesty's  Subjects,  as  to  those  of  the  American* 
United  States. 
^  And  your  Memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c. 

Montreal  28th  December  1790. 
(Signed) 

Todd,  McGill  &  Co.  Forsyth  Richardson  k  Co. 

Alexander  Henry,  Etre.  Campion,  G.  Cott6. 

M.  Blondeaux 

John  &  Andw.  McGill 

Nicholus  Montour 

McTavish  Frobisher  &  Co. 

D.  Sutherland 

A.  Auldjo 

.     Geo.  M.  Beath. 

D. 

iBdoreed:  14. 

In  Lord  DorcheBter'e  to  Mr  Grenvllle  No  79  of  the  23d  Jany.  1791. 

[  Q  50-1,  p  61  ] 


LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

Quebec  23d  January  1791. 

(  No.  79.  ] 

Sir, 

The  inclosures  give  an  account  of  the  two  actions  fought  near  the 
Miamis  Towdb,  in  the  Indian  Country,  between  some  of  the  Western 
Indians,  and  a  force  sent  against  them  by  the  United  States,  under  the 
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<jommand  of  Brigadier  General  Harmar,  together  with  an  application  to 
the  commanding  officer  and  Indian  agent  at  Detroit  in  behalf  of  the 
Indians,  for  assistance,  and  the  answer  made  to  it. 

These  events  have  occasioned  a  memorial  from  the  Merchants  of  Mon- 
treal interested  in  the  Indian  Trade,  a  copy  of  which  is  likewise  inclosed. 

Their  apprehensions  are  confirmed  by  the  language  of  Mr.  Harmar's 
•official  letter,  printed  in  the  American  Newspapers,  from  which  it  appears 
that  our  Traders  were  a  principal  object  of  his  expedition — Had  any  of 
them  fallen  into  his  hands,  they  would  most  probably  have  been  severely 
dealt  by,  which  must  naturally  have  created  many  complaints  to  Gov- 
ernment and  some  embarassment;  this  must  happen  a  little  sooner  or  a 
little  later,  unless  speedily  prevented  by  a  frontier  Treaty. 

The  tenor  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  the  federal  congress,  for 
regulating  the  Indian  Trade,  and  the  stipulations  entered  into  with  those 
Indians,  who  attended  the  Treaty  at  Fort  Harmar  in  January  1789  seem 
to  breathe  a  similar  spirit. 

Supposing  no  attempt  should  be  made  upon  Detroit  itself,  its  import- 
ance will  be  much  diminished,  and  the  effects  upon  our  trade  nearly  the 
■same,  if  establishments  are  formed  by  the  States  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Miamis  on  Lake  Erie,  through  which  our  trade  to  that  part  of  the 
country  passes. 

The  Commandant  of  Detroit  appearing  at  a  loss  how  to  act  upon 
the  present  occasion,  I  have  referred  him  to,  and  in  part  repeated,  my 
orders  with  regard  to  the  Upper  posts,  issued  soon  after  my  arrival  in 
this  Country. 

Some  information  concerning  hostile  designs  of  Spanish  Emissaries 
among  the  Indians  is  also  inclosed. 

These  accounts  were  received  soon  after  the  close  of  the  navigation, 
and  are  now  sent  by  Halifax  to  take  the  chance  of  the  first  conveyance 
from  thence  to  England  after  the  opening  of  the  navigation,  but  having 
had  a  convenient  opportunity  to  send  them  through  the  States. 

No  further  intelligence  has  since  been  received  from  the  upper  country, 
the  communication  at  the  time  being  interrupted  by  the  severity  of  the 
season. 

I  am  with  much  respect  and  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

DORCHESTEB. 

The  Right  Honble  W.  W.  Grenville. 
[  Q  50-1,  p  21  ] 
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SCHEDULE   OF   ENCLOSURES   RELATIVE   TO   ACTIONS    AT    MIAMISTOWN. 
Schedule  of  the  Inclosures. 

1.  Copy  of  intelligence  concerning  the  approach  of  the  American  Army 
to  the  Miami8  Towns,  the  towns  being  burnt  by  the  Indians,  and  their 
conduct  towards  our  Traders. 

2.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commandant  of  Detroit  d.  20th  Octr. 
90  on  the  same  subject,  and  concerning  the  conduct  of  Spanish  Emis- 
saries among  the  Indians. 

3.  Information  concerninfTj  the  conduct  of  Spanish  Emissaries  among 
the  Indians— Detroit  20th  October  1790. 

4  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Elliot  dated  Grand  Glaize  23d  October 
1790  giving  an  account  of  a  skirmish  between  the  Indians  and  Ameri- 
cans on  the  20th  of  October. 

5.  Copy  of  Mr.  Godfroy's  information  d.  Detroit  26th  October  1790 — 
concerning  two  actions  between  the  Indians  and  Americans  on  the  20th 
and  22d  October. 

6.  Copy  of  Mr.  Elliot's  information  dated  Detroit  28th  October  1790, 
giving  an  account  of  a  second  action  between  the  Indians  and  Ameri- 
cans on  the  22d  October,  and  concerning  an  intention  of  the  Americans 
to  attack  Detroit  in  the  Spring. 

7.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commandant  of  Detroit  d.  5th  Novem- 
ber 1790,  inclosing  the  information  of  Blue  Jacket  a  Shawanese  War- 
rior, his  application  for  assistance,  the  answer  to  it  and  expressing  the 
Commandant's  desire  to  receive  instructions. 

8.  Copy  of  the  information  of   Blue  Jacket  the  Shawanese  Warrior. 

9.  Copy  of  the  speech  of  Blue  Jacket  desiring  assistance,  and  the 
answer. 

10.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commandant  of  Detroit  d.  0th  No- 
vember 1790,  inclosing  the  information  of  Simon  Girty,  concerning  the 
American  Army,  their  intention  of  establishing  posts  in  the  Indian 
Country,  and  that  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Five  Nations  had  gone  to 
Philadelphia  to  concert  measures  for  preventing  the  five  nations  from 
assisting  their  allies  in  the  Western  Country. 

11.  Copy  of  Simon  Girty's  information  above  alluded  to. 

12.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Indian  Agent  at  Detroit  dated  7th 
November  1790,  concerning  the  critical  situation  of  the  Indians,  their 
desire  of  retiring  to  the  Mississippi,  and  his  advice  to  remain  where 
they  are. 
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13.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Joseph  Brant  dated  Nassau  8th  November 
1790,  concerning  the  events  in  the  Indian  Country,  and  other  matters 
concerning  Indian  Affairs. 

14.  Copy  of  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  of  Montreal  interested 
in  the  Indian  Trade,  stating  their  apprehension  in  consequence  of  the 
late  events  in  the  Indian  country,  dated  28th  November  1790. 

15.  Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  Upper  Posts, 
and  to  the  Commandant  of  Detroit  dated  Quebec  20th  of  January  1791. 

Indorsed:  D. 

Qaebec  23d  Jannary  1791.      Lord  Dorchester  No  79  Rd  let  May  (15  Inclosares) 

[  Q  50-1,  p  24  ] 


MAJOR   JOHN   SMITH   RELATIVE   TO   INDIANS   NEAR   DETROIT. 

State. 

At  a  meeting  of  Indians  at  the  River  Raisin,  tis  said  a  Pottowatamy 
struck  the  Post,  and  after  recounting  his  exploits  finished  by  saying, 
perhaps  he  should  kill  some  "  English  "  too !  tho'  it  is  hard  too,  added 
He,  taking  up  a  medal  of  His  Majesty  which  hung  on  his  breast. 

A  trader,  who  was  by,  and  understood  the  Language,  challenged  him, 
with  ingratitude,  when  the  Indian  denied  his  Speech;  but  the  Trader 
persisting  in  his  perfect  knowledge  of  what  he  had  said;  the  Indian 
replied,  that  if  he  did  say  so,  he  was  instigated  to  it,  by  Spanish  Emis- 
saries, who  were  endeavoring  to  gain  their  interest,  against  this  and  the 
other  posts. 

Several  reports  from  Pottowatomys,  seem  to  confirm  this  circumstance. 

(  Signed  ) 

John  Smith,  Major  5th  Regt. 

Indorsed:  D. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Grenville  No.  79,  of  the  28d  January  1791. 

[Q  50-1,  p  32] 


CONVERSATION   UPON   THE   STATE   OF   AFFAIRS    IN   THE    WESTERN   COUNTRY. 

Philadelphia  January  31st  1791. 
A  Conversation. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  William  Macomb  of  Detroit  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Beckwith. 
Lt.  Col.  B.:  Mr.  Macomb,  I  think  it  for  the  honor  of  the  King's  Gov- 
ernment, for  its  interests,  and  I  really  believe  it  for  the  interests  of  this 


168  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

Country  also,  that  the  true  state  of  things  in  the  Western  Country  should 
be  known,  and  if  there  are  any  misconseptions  or  errors  arising  from 
misinformation  it  seems  desirable  that  they  may  be  explained,  under  these 
impressions,  and  with  Mr.  H's  permission,  I  shall  ask  you  a  few  ques- 
tions, and  if  you  have  no  objections  to  them,  I  hope  you  will  answer 
in  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  your  knowledge. 

Mr.  H. :  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  hear  every  thing  Mr.  Macomb  may 
have  to  say  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Macomb:  A  conversation  on  this  subject  passed  between  Lt  Col 
Beckwith  and  me  on  our  Journey  from  New  York  to  this  place  a  few 
days  ago,  I  am  perfectly  disposed  to  communicate  every  thing  I  know 
on  the  subject. 

Lt.  Col  B. :     You  have  lived  several  years  at  Detroit  ? 

Mr.  M. :     Yes,  I  have. 

Lt.  Col.  B.:     When  did  you  leave  it  ? 

Mr.  M.:     The  28th  of  September  last. 

Lt.  Col.  B.:  Have  you  a  general  knowledge  of  the  Western  Country  ? 
and  of  the  different  Indian  Tribes  ? 

Mr.  M.:  I  have  a  general  knowledge  of  that  part  of  it  which  lies 
towards  Detroit,  but  am  (|uite  ignorant  of  the  Country  as  you  approach 
the  Ohio,  I  know  something  of  the  Indians  in  general,  and  have  a  par- 
ticular acquaintance  with  several  tribes. 

Lt.  Col.  B.:  Were  you  ever  at  the  Miami  Settlements  which  have  been 
destroyed  by  Brig.  Harmar?  and  do  you  know  what  tribes  live  in  that 
neighbourhood  ? 

Mr.  M.:  I  have  been  there,  and  know  the  country  round  it  very  well, 
it  lies  about  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  from  Detroit,  there  are  not 
more  than  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  men  who  reside  on  that 
point  of  land  described  by  General  Harmar,  in  the  neighbourhood  there 
are  other  Indians  who  obtained  permission  to  settle  there  about  two 
years  ago  for  the  purposes  of  trade. 

Lt.  Col.  B. :     Are  you  acquainted   with  the  traders  established  there  ? 

Mr.  M.:  Yes,  I  know  them  very  well,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  observe 
the  language  used  by  General  Harmar  in  his  public  letters,  relative  to 
those  gentlemen,  for  such  I  must  call  them,  and  shall  ever  so  consider 
them,  these  towns  were  the  principal  trading  posts  in  the  whole  Western 
Territory,  and  six  or  seven  very  respectable  houses  were  established 
there,  three  of  the  gentlemen  are  magistrates  and  all  of  them  men  of 
unblemished  reputation.  Ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  di.sturb- 
ances  on  the  frontier  of  the  states  by  Wabash  Indians,  which  took  place 
I  believe  the  very  year  after  the  peace,  these  gentlemen  on  all  occasions 
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recommended  pacific  measures  to  the  Indians,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Miami  Towns,  and  I  do  believe  they  have  rescued  many  prisoners,  and 
have  in  the  course  of  some  years  past  laid  out  to  the  amount  of  four 
hundred  pounds  in  this  way  without  the  smallest  idea  of  recompense  of 
any  sort,  as  they  liberated  these  prisoners  immediately  and  sent  them 
through  a  friendly  Indian  Country  to  Fort  Pitt. 

Lt.  Col.  B. :  Do  you  think  it  possible  that  those  gentlemen  have  at 
any  time  either  directly  or  indirectly  induced  any  of  the  Savages  to 
commence  or  continue  warfare  with  this  country  ? 

Mr.  M. :  Impossible,  it  would  be  the  ruin  of  their  trade,  and  the  pres- 
ent Indian  war  will  cause  many  bankruptcies  at  Detroit. 

Mr.  H. :  This  is  a  strong  circumstance  in  opposition  to  the  idea  enter- 
tained by  our  military  men,  but  however  prejudicial  a  war  may  be  to 
that  part  of  your  trade  lying  towards  the  Ohio,  may  it  not  operate  oth- 
erwise on  your  fur  trade  to  the  Northward  and  Westward  ? 

Mr.  M. :  We  have  only  one  trading  post  in  the  direction  of  Michili- 
makinac  and  that  is  of  no  great  importance,  the  Great  North  West  trade 
is  unknown  to  us  at  Detroit. 

Mr.  H. :  The  Savages  may  have  been  induced  to  continue  their  dep- 
redations on  our  frontiers  by  the  ready  sale  of  their  plunder,  and  in 
this  the  traders  may  have  had  an  interest,  may  they  not? 

Mr.  M.:  Certainly  not,  the  Indians  who  have  for  years  past  been  occa- 
sionally down  on  your  frontiers  have  I  dare  say  carried  off  a  variety  of 
articles  from  the  settlements,  it  is  their  practice  to  carry  away  every 
thing  they  find,  but  all  articles  of  household  furniture  that  are  bulky, 
they  throw  into  the  Rivers  and  such  clothing  as  they  cannot  use,  they 
•  are  fond  of  finery,  they  wear  silk  shirts  made  of  gowns,  handkerchiefs, 
and  other  parts  of  women's  apparel,  and  with  respect  to  horses  they 
retain  them  for  their  own  use. 

Lt.  Col.  B. :  Do  you  think  that  any  presents  have  been  made  to  the 
Indians  at  the  Miami  Towns  during  the  last  Autumn  ?  or  did  you  ever 
hear  that  presents  were  made  them  by  order  of  Government  at  that 
place  ? 

Mr.  M.:     Never  I  am  persuaded. 

Lt.  Col.  B. :     Where  are  they  usually  made  ? 

Mr.  M. :  At  Detroit  formerly,  but  of  late  years  it  has  been  found  incon- 
venient to  deliver  them  there,  and  it  has  been  the  regular  practice  to  give 
them  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miami  River,  where  it  falls  into  Lake  Erie, 
nearly  forty  miles  from  Detroit,  and  two  hundred  from  the  towns  lately 
destroyed. 

22 
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Lt.  Col.  B. :  Do  you  think  that  presents  can  be  given  in  any  shape 
to  the  Indians  by  our  Indian  Department  at  Detroit,  without  the'  order 
or  approbation  of  the  officer  commanding  there  ? 

Mr.  M. :  You  know  very  well  that  nothing  can  be  issued  from  the 
King's  Stores  without  the  approbation  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
troops,  and  no  presents  can  be  made  but  in  the  presence  of  a  certain 
number  of  officers  belonging  to  the  Garrison  ordered  on  that  duty,  this 
was  the  case  last  summer  when  Sir  John  Johnson  was  there,  I  was  with 
him  on  that  occasion  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Miami  river  already  men- 
tioned when  the  sale  of  a  large  tract  of  country  was  completed.  Sir 
John  Johnson  took  every  opportunity  of  recommending  peace  in  the 
strongest  terms.  I  cannot  also  help  observing  that  General  Harmar  did 
not  attack  the  most  hostile  tribes,  on  the  contrary  I  think  that  the  majority 
of  the  Indians  settled  round  the  Miami  Towns  were  disposed  to  be  quiet. 

Mr.  H. :  We  sent  to  the  Miami  Towns  during  the  summer  and  made 
several  offers  to  them,  to  which  they  gave  hostile  replies  and  this 
determined  the  pointing  the  expedition  against  them. 

Mr.  M.:  I  must  think  that  the  Indians  settled  on  the  Wabash  were 
infinitely  more  hostile  and  I  have  understood  that  Major  Hamtramock 
found  them  so. 

Mr.  H. :  That  officer  destroyed  certain  Towns  and  spared  others  from 
the  ideas  entertained  of  the  dispositions  of  their  owners. 

Lt.  Colo  B. :  I  have  one  question  more  &  it  is  a  question  of  opinion 
altogether,  What  do  you  suppose  will  be  the  effects  of  the  late  expedition 
on  the  Indian  tribes  in  general  ? 

Mr.  M.:  Their  uncommon  success,  their  having  but  one  man  only  in 
the  first  action  and  nine  in  the  second  lead  me  to  believe  that  they  will 
become  infinitely  more  troublesome  than  formerly,  and  those  tribes  who 
have  suffered  may  be  expected  now  to  join  the  others,  whatever  may 
have  been  their  former  dispositions. 

Mr.  H. :  Tliis  will  be  so,  and  we  have  already  found  the  effects  of  it, 
by  the  latest  accounts  from  that  Country. 

Mr.  M.:  If  General  Harmar  when  he  reached  the  Miami  Towns  had 
instead  of  attacking  and  destroying  them  sent  a  message  and  desired  the 
Indians  to  make  peace,  he  might  liave  easily  effected  it  in  my  opinion, 
and  this  would  have  been  a  better  way  than  the  sending  a  single  messenger. 

Mr.  H. :  I  think  that  most  improbable,  this  conversation  has  given  a 
new  light  to  many  things  in  the  Western  Country  and  T  ani  much 
obliged  by  it. 

Indorswl:    2.  D. 

Id  Lord  Dorchenter's  to  Lord  Urenville  No.  M,  uf  the  14tli  .Jqdo  17W1. 

[  g  50-1,  p  97  1 
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john  brickwood  to  lord  grenville. 
My  Lord, 

Fearing  your  Lordship  may  not  have  rec'd  from  Lord  Dorchester  so 
late  accounts  as  I  have  rec'd  from  Montreal  from  the  Hostilitys  com- 
menc'd  between  the  Indians  &  Americans  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your 
Lordship  the  endors'd  Extracts  of  Letters  received  yesterday — and  as 
some  of  the  gentlemen  therein  mentioned  will  have  the  Honour  of 
accompanying  the  Merchants  to-morrow  by  your  Lordship's  appointment, 
they  will  answer  any  Enquirys  you  may  be  pleas'd  to  make  on  that 
very  alarming  affair. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  most  respectfully  My  Lord 

Your  Lordship's  very  obedt  Servant 
Riches  Court  1  Feby  1791.  Jno.  Brickwood. 

The  Right  Honble  Lord  Grenville. 

Indorsed:     Riches  Conrt  Ist  Feby  1791.    Mr,  Brickwood  Rd  the  same  day  (linclosore). 

[  Q  54-2,  p  686  ] 
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SlR,  Quebec  10th  February  1791. 

Lord  Dorchester  has  received  your  letter  of  January,  intimating  that 
the  exertion  of  his  influence  with  the  Western  Indians  to  bring  about 
a  general  tranquility,  would  be  considered  in  the  United  States  as  a 
friendly  act,  and  that  there  was  a  disposition  to  give  those  Indians  secu- 
rity in  their  lands  and  to  take  every  fair  method  of  making  them  quiet 
and  easy. 

His  Lordship  laments  the  present  hostilities  very  much  and  wishes  it 
to  be  fully  understood,  that  the  being  instrumental  in  putting  an  end 
to  these  calamities  would  give  him  great  satisfaction. 

But  there  the  matter  rests,  the  means  to  effect  an  accomodation  not 
depending  upon  himself. 

You  will  easily  perceive  that  his  Lordship  can  take  no  steps  without 

being  authorized  by  one  or  other  of  the  contending  parties,  nor  without 

being  specially  informed  of  their  designs,  claims  and  pretensions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

(Signed)  Henry  Motz. 

Lieut  Colonel  Beck  with —        D. 

Indorsed  : 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Grenville  No.  52  of  the  19th  Feby  1791. 

[  Q  50-1,  p  72  ] 
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HENRY    MOTZ    TO    LIEUT.    COL.    BECKWITH. 

Quebec  10th  February  1791. 
My  DEAR  Colonel, 

■  I  am  ordered  to  acknowledge  your  letters  of  January,  marked  K. 
L.  M,  and  to  apprize  you,  that  Lord  Dorchester  having  no  convenient 
opportunity  at  this  time  of  writing  to  England,  leaves  it  to  yourself  to 
communicate  what  you  may  judge  interesting,  by  a  direct  conveyance, 
particularly  if  His  Lordship's  answer  to  the  application  for  his  inter- 
ference with  the  Indians  should  lead  to  any  further  steps  of  consequence 
in  that  business. 

Mr.  seems    to  be   surprized   at   a  certain   reserve    in   England 

towards  Mr.  M.  His  Lordship  has  had  no  accounts  of  the  progress  of 
his  negotiation,  but  thinks  it  natural  enough,  that  the  discussions  with 
Spain  should  have  occasioned  some  delay. 

There   is  indeed    an    other  cause,  from   the   influence    of    which  it  is 

hoped  Mr.  M. is  free,  but  which  His  Lordship  is  inclined  to  think 

has  operated  ever  since  the  peace  against  a  connection  between  the  two 
countries — No  doubt  many  gentlemen  and  some  of  high  and  distinguished 
character  in  the  States,  see  through  the  clouds  that  have  been  raised 
with  so  much  industry  to  mislead  that  people,  but  the  general  spirit  and 
language  for  some  years  after  the  peace  have  by  no  means  been  of  a 
conciliatory  nature.  This  disposition  appears  of  late  to  have  in  a  great 
measure  abated,  particularly  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic;  though  there 
are  still  some  indications  of  it;  but  in  the  Western  Territory  it  would 
seem  great  pains  are  taken  to  keep  it  up  at  its  original  height.  As  this 
spirit  operated,  it  would  naturally  produce  a  corresponding  reserve  on 
the  part  of  our  Government.  And  perhaps  the  wisest  plan  that  could 
be  followed  by  Great  Britain,  under  such  circumstances,  was  to  leave 
the  States  time  to  reflect,  and  by  their  own  good  sense  to  find  out  that 
course,  which  is  most  consonant  to  their  true  interest. 

It  is  not  known  here,  whether  any  presents  were  issued  to  the  Indians 
in  the  Miamies  Country  about  the  time  of  Mr.  Harmar's  expedition;  but 
if  it  was  the  case,  certainly  none  were  given  with  a  hostile  intent. 

No  officer  of  the  Indian  Department  would  presume  to  act  so  opposite 
to  his  instructions,  the  contrary  conduct  having  been  uniformly  enjoined 
upon  all  occasions  ever  since  His  Lordship's  command  in  this  Country, 
with  regard  to  the  Indian  Department  as  well  as  the  King's  troops. 

If  the  intelligence  concerning  Mr.  Elliot  shall  prove  true,  His  Lord- 
ship thinks  it  may  be  well   for  you  to  wait    his  arrival,  and  after  com- 
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municating  with  him,  to  continue  such  further  time,  as  you  may  conceive 
to  be  of  advantage  to  the  King's  service. 

I  am  &ca. 

(Signed)  Henky  Motz. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Beckwith. 

Indorsed:   B. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Grenville  No.  82  of  the  19th  Feby  1791. 

[  Q  50-1,  p  73  ] 
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Quebec  10th  February  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  often  expressed  my  concern  at  the  hostilities  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Western  Indians,  and  that  I  should  feel  great 
satisfaction  in  being  instrumental  in  putting  an  end  to  these  calamities. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  this  may  be  in  my  power,  but  wishing  to  be 
fully  prepared,  in  case  the  opportunity  should  ofPer,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  take  such  means,  as  you  may  think  most  effectual,  to  learn,  with 
certainty  and  dispatch,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  specific  terms,  on 
which  the  confederated  Indian  Nations  may  be  disposed  to  establish  a 
general  tranquillity  and  friendship,  with  the  United  States,  together  with 
the  grounds  of  equity,  justice  and  policy,  of  those  claims  and  preten- 
sions on  which  they  may  think  it  expedient,  and  incumbent  on  them  to 
insist,  for  their  honor  and  interest. 

As  the  Indians  themselves  are  the  best  judges  of  the  extent  of  their 

own  confidence,  they  should    be  made  clearly  to  understand,  that  there 

is  not  the  smallest  desire   to  obtain  any   knowledge  of  their  views  and 

designs,  but  what   they  themselves  of    their  own  free  choice  may  think 

proper  to  communicate. 

I  am  &ca. 

(Signed)  Dorchester. 

Sir  John  Johnson  Bart.  D. 

Indorsed :    G. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  82  of  the  19th  Feby  1791. 

[  Q  50-1,  p  76  ] 
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REPORT     OF     LAND    COMMITTEE     RELATIVE     TO     THE     SETTLEMENT     OF     DIS- 
CHARGED    RANGERS    AT    THE    MOUTH    OF    DETROIT    RIVER. 

Saturday  5th  March  1791. 

At  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  Bishop's  Palace. 
Present, 

His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Dorchester  Governor, 
The  Honorable  Alured  Clarke  Lieut  Governor,  and 


The  Honorable 


Thomas  Dunn 
Edward  Harrison 
John  Collins 
Adam  Mabane 
J.  G.  C.  DeLery 
Henry  Caldwell 


William  Grant 
Francis  Baby 
Samuel  Holland 
Charles  DeLanaudiere 
Le  Cte  Dupr6 


Esquires. 


-Concerning the  Read  the  Report  of  the  Land  Committee*  on  the  claims  of 
tain  (Hsbanded  Certain  disbanded  Rangers  and  Loyalists  in  Hesse  3d  Jan- 
Rangers  iLoy- uary  1791.     Ordered  to  be  entered. 

alista  in  Hesse. 

The  Report. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  Guy  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor 
General  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  &c.  <fec. 

"  Tlie  Report  of  the  Land  Committee  (consisting  of  Messrs.  Finlay, 
"  Collins,  and  Grant)  upon  the  reference  of  sundry  papers,  relative  to 
**  the  Transactions  of  the  Land  Granting  Department  in  the  District  of 
"  Hesse  as  far  as  concerns  the  settlement  of  certain  discharged  Rangers 
*'  &  others  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Detroit. 
*'  May  it  please  your  Lordship, 

•  For  Joarnal  of  the  Procee<lingB  of  the  Land  (Committee  see  page  44.    (Oct.  22,  17SH).    Q  58-2,  p  311). 
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"  In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  commands  this  Committee  have, 
*'  at  sundry  meetings  examined  the  Papers  that  accompanied  your  Excel- 
*'  lency's  order  of  Reference  of  the  20th  of  last  October,  which  contained 
*'  the  transactions  of  the  Land  Office  Board  for  the  District  of  Hesse 
"  between  the  months  of  August  1789  &  the  13th  of  August  1790  :  And 
"  as  Eeport  cannot  as  yet  be  made  on  various  matters  contained  in  the 
"  Papers  referred  to  the  consideration  of  this  Committee,  they  have  con- 
"  eluded  to  lay  before  Your  Lordship  without  further  delay,  the  situa- 
*'  tion  of  certain  discharged  Rangers,  Loyalists  and  others  now  residing 
"■  at,  &  near  Detroit,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  presses  for 
"  immediate  Relief. 

"  The  Land  Board  of  Hesse  in  their  minute  of  the  11th  of  last  June, 
"  have  stated  "  That  these  People  had  drawn  lots  of  the  Waste  Lands 
"  of  the  Crown,  at  the  entrance  of  Detroit  River,  where  Government 
"  was  desirous  to  promote  a  Settlement."  That  after  they  had  received 
"  certificates  for  location,  but  few  of  them  could  proceed  to  clear  their 
•'  lands  from  want  of  Provisions  and  Tools,  which  they  had  been  taught 
"  to  expect  from  Government." 

"  That  those  among  them  who  had  made  no  Improvement  by  clearing 
"  or  otherwise  within  the  year  were  deprived  of  the  Lots  they  had  drawn 
"  &  they  were  given  to  other  applicants.  That  notwithstanding  their 
"  disappointments  in  that  quarter  the  greatest  part  of  the  discharged 
"  Rangers  are  still  resident  in  the  Settlement,  and  that  some  of  them 
"  have  now  the  means  of  improving  Lands  desire  to  obtain  Lots  at  the 
"  River  La  Tranche  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  Detroit  River,  even 
"  without  the  assistance  in  provisions  and  Tools  which  other  discharged 
"  Provincial  Troops  and  Loyalists  had  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  Prov- 
*'  ince,  &  which  they  conceive  they  have  yet  a  right  to  receive  from 
"  Government. 

"  And  the  Board  of  Hesse  proceed  to  note  upon  their  minutes  the 
"  following  opinion. 

"  That  all  such  discharged  Rangers,  Loyalists  and  others  who  can 
"  prove  to  the  Board,  that  at  the  close  of  the  war  they  were  by  any 
"  general  or  special  order  of  Government,  intitled  to  Lands,  Provisions 
"  and  Tools  &  did  actually  forego  an  establishment  with  these  advanta- 
"  ges  in  Nassau,  or  in  any  of  the  Lower  Districts  to  forward  a  settle- 
*'  ment  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Detroit,  promoted  by  Government, 
"  should  now  be  located  and  provisioned  in  the  same  proportion  with 
"  those  who  settled  below,  and  if  Provisions  shall  now  be  granted  to 
"  Persons  of  the  above  description  it  would  conduce  much  to  their  true 
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'•  Comfort  and  Belief  that  they  be  issued  only  monthly,  and  upon  proof 
**  that  they  were  actually  improvin<jc  their  Lands." 

'•  This  Committee  concurring  with  the  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse, 
"  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  discharged  Rangers,  Loyalists  and 
"  others  situated  as  has  been  set  forth  by  the  Board  of  Hesse  and  whose 
"  names  have  been  transmitted  by  that  Board  to  Mr.  Secretary  Motz  (a 
"  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this  Report)  may  obtain  Grants  of  the 
"  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  upon  the  River  La  Franche  or  in  any 
''  other  part  of  the  Tract  ceded  to  the  Crown  by  the  Indians  in  May 
"  last,  as  they  may  chuse;  and  that  they  may  further  obtain  Provisions 
"  in  the  like  proportion  with  those  Issued  to  persons  of  the  same 
"  Description,  who  settled  in  the  lower  Districts. 

•'  And  should  other  people  than  those  contained  in  the  annexed  List, 
"  claim  similar  assistance  on  the  same  grounds,  the  Committee  humbly 
'•  submit  to  Your  Lordships,  whether  the  Commissary  of  Provisions  may 
"  not  have  authority,  upon  certificate,  from  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse, 
"  to  serve  out  Provisions  to  them  also: — And  the  Board  may  be  instructed 
'•  to  make  a  Return  of  the  Names  so  added  to  the  List,  with  the  grounds 
'•  upon  which  each  particular  applicant  may  have  obtained  certificate 
"  from  the  Board." 

All  which  is  nevertheless  most  humbly  submitted  to  your  Excellency's 
great  wisdom. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

Council  Chamber,  Bishop's  Palace 
Quebec  .'3d  January  179L 

(Signed)  Hugh  Finlay 

in  the  Chair. 
[  g  51-2,  p  400] 
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Names.  Occupations. 

Belonging  to  Col.  Butler's  Rangers. 


Residence. 


Serjt  Danl  Fields 

Blacksmith 

at  Cap.  McKee's 

Serjt  Danl  McKillip 

Farmer 

New  Settlement 

Corp.  Andw.  Hamilton 

Labourer 

In  this  Settlement 

Corp  Edwd  Nevill 

Labourer 

New  Settlement 

Samuel  New  Kirk 

Farmer 

River  a  French 

Patrick  Hill 

Labourer 

Indian  Country 

Peter  Shank 

Farmer 

River  a  French 

Jacob  Quant 

Labourer 

Do 

Thomas  Parsons 

Do 

Do 

Patrick  Johnson 

Do 

At  Capt  McKee's 

Eluh  Wilcox 

Farmer 

New  Settlement 

John  Cameron 

Do 

Do 

William  Memger 

Do 

Gross  Island 

Leonard  Seralch 

Do 

Do 

Jacob  Seagon 

— 

At  present  down  at  Niagara 

Peter  Swarh 

Voyager 

Now  at  Saginah 

John  Wright 

Labourer 

River  a  French 

William  Yagor 

Labourer 

River  St  Clair 

Nathan  Lewis 

Labourer 

River  a  French 

James  Empson 

Farmer 

River  St  Clair 

Robert  Empson 

Labourer 

Do 

Benj.  Knap 

Farmer 

New  Settlement 

Thomas  Decker 

Labourer 

In  this  Settlement 

John  Topp 

Do 

Do 

Joseph  Springfield 

Labourer 

In  this  Settlement 

John  Clawater 

Do 

Do 

Jacob  Ruhart 

Farmer 

New  Settlement 

John  Dalton 

Do 

Do 

Jacob  Arnold 

Do 

Do 

Thomas  Williams 

Blacksmith 

River  a  French 

J.  Moss 

Labourer 

New  Settlement 

Matw  Dolson,  Volunteer 

Tavern  Keeper 

Detroit 

Names  of  three  years'  men  discharged  from  8th  Regt. 


Serjt  James  Donaldson 

Publican 

Detroit 

Serjt  John  Doelimule 

Trader 

Do 

Richard  Earp 

Labourer 

New  Settlement 

J.  Achford 

Do 

Do 

Wm  Duggan 

Clerk 

Detroit 

J.  Hall 

Labourer 

Do 

Thomas  Kidden 

Do 

Do 

Edward  Reddin 

Do 

Do 

Joseph  Windall 

Do 

— 

23 
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Names  of  men 

belonging  formerly  to  the  84th  Regiment. 

Joseph  Winters 

Sailor 

Naval  Department 

Butler 

Farmer 

New  Settlement 

Timothy  Desmond 

Sailor 

In  theMerchant  Service  here 

John  Clark 

Do 

Do 

John  Ronon 

Do 

Do 

James  Robertson 

Do 

Do 

James  Ruff 

Farmer 

Gross  Island 

John  Barbo 

Butcher 

Detroit 

John  Flynn 

Sailor 

In  the  MerchantService  here 

Samuel  Hall 

Labourer 

Detroit 

Thomas  Kelly 

Do 

Do 

John  Goon 

Do 

River  a  French 

William  Harper 

Do 

John  Embry 

Do 

Names  of  Loyalists. 


Elisha  Wilcox 

Farmer 

New  Settlement 

Horikiah  Wilcox 

Farmer 

Note  this  man  onght  to  have 
been  pnt  down  among  the  names  r 
of    Hangere,  ae  be  belonged  to 
that  ('orps. 
River  a  French 

Morris  Wilcox 
Josiah  Wilcox 
Hugh  Holmes 
John  Pike 
Robert  Pike 

Do 
Do 
Farmer 
Do 
Do 

New  Settlement 
River  a  French 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Robert  Simples 

Do 

Do 

Gasper  Brown 
Thomas  Clerk 

Do 
Do 

Do 
Do 

John  Hazard 

Labourer 

Do 

Jacob  Hill 

Farmer 

Do 

Nicholas  Seek 
Jacob  Skeetel 

Taylor 

In  this  Settlement 

John  Stock  well 
Jacob  Skeetel 

Farmer 

New  Settlement 

John  Gordon 

Farmer 

River  a  French 

Thomas  McCrae 

Taylor 

Detroit 

Thomas  Smith 

Publican 

Do 

Isaac  DolsoD 

Farmer 

Do 

Wm  Scott  Serj 

Detroit  Volunteers 

now   Tavern  Keeper  in  De- 
troit 

N.  B.    In  the  or  thii  Settlement,  means  tbe  Settlement  of  Detroit. 

2nd    Tbe  New  Settlement  means,  at  tbe  montb  of  the  Detroit  River  on  I^nko  Erie. 
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DAVID    LUSBERGER   TO    COL.   A.    MG  KEE. 

Sir,  Huron  River  March  10th  1791. 

Some  time  ago  notice  hath  been  given  by  Captain  Pipe  that  it 
would  not  be  safe  for  us  to  remain  longer  where  we  are  but  we  should 
remove  to  some  other  place  of  safety.  We  had  also  sent  a  message  to 
the  three  Chiefs,  Pipe  the  Wyandot  &  Ottawa  Chief,  desiring  them  to 
consult  about  and  take  some  resolution  in  fixing  a  place  for  our  future 
abode.  Capt  Pipe  then  told  us  then  that  because  neither  he  nor  the 
Wyandots  could  appoint  a  place  for  us,  as  they  had  no  land,  that  would 
be  convenient  for  us  to  live  upon,  the  affair  would  be  given  into  the 
hands  of  the  Ottawa  Chief  who  had  land  enough,  but  we  had  no  account 
yet  of  any  thing  that  has  been  done  in  the  matter  and  because  we 
would  fain  make  the  best  of  our  time  lest  we  might  miss  planting  time 
and  so  bring  famine  upon  ourselves,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  send 
Mr.  Edwards  to  enquire  and  to  get  information  of  our  affairs  and  what 
we  have  to  depend  on,  and  because  we  know  by  Experience  that  Gov- 
ernment has  done  great  Favours  and  kindness  to  us  in  our  former  distress, 
which  we  have  yet  in  fresh  remembrance,  we  therefore  again  make  free  and 
apply  to  Government  in  our  present  situation  for  help  and  assistance,  first, 
in  case  nothing  hath  been  done  or  determined  upon  concerning  our  moving 
from  hence  and  future  abode,  then  I  would  propose  request  and  ask  the 
favour,  that  Government  would  be  so  kind  as  lend  us  a  piece  or  district 
of  Land  to  settle  upon  till  better  times  are  restored. 

2ndly. 

I  would  request  the  favour  to  assist  us  by- sending  a  vessel  if  possible 
for  our  Provisions  and  heavy  Baggage,  we  are  a  heavy  Body  and  though 
we  have  at  present  about  thirty  canoes  in  readiness,  yet  they  are  not 
nigh  sufficient  for  our  transportation  for  we  are  now  more  than  twice 
the  number  we  were  on  the  Huron  River.  Mr.  Edward  will  be  able  to 
give  an  account  of  our  Situation  and  whatever  the  Colonel  may  want  to 
know. 

In  the  mean  time  we  are  preparing  ourselves  and  waiting  for  the  result 
of  Sir  your  kind  consideration  which  will  always  be  thankfully  remem- 
bered. 

Sir,  By  your  most  obedt.  humb.  Servant. 

(Signed)  Davd  Lusberger 

D. 

To    Alexr.  McKee  Colol 

Agent  for  the  Indian  Department. 

Indorsed:    46, 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Granville  No.  84  of  the  14th  June  1791, 

[  Q  50-1,  p  246  ] 
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H.   KNOX,   SEC'Y   of   WAR,   TO   BRIG.   GEN.    RICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department  March  10  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  pursuance  of  powers  vested  in  him  by  Law  has  been  pleased 
to  appoint  you  a  Brigadier  General  of  Levies  to  be  raised  for  the  term 
of  six  months  ct  that  during  your  command  you  will  possess  the  rank 
of  Major  General  by  Brevet. 

I  will  thank  you  Sir  to  inform  me  of  your  acceptance  or  non  accep- 
tance of  this  appointment  in  order  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  be  informed  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  &ca 


The  Honble  Richard  Butler  Esqr. 

Indoreed:    No.  10. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  146  ] 


(Signed)  H.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 


H.    KNOX,   SEC'Y   OF   WAR,    TO   COL.    THOMAS   PROCTOR. 
Instructions  for  Colonel  Thomas  Proctor. 

Sir, 

Having  offered  to  you  the  execution  of  a  mission,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Miamie  and  Wabash  Indians,  and  you  having 
accepted  of  the  same,  you  are  to  receive  these  Instructions  as  the  rule 
of  your  conduct. 

The  great  object  of  your  long  Journey  is  to  impress  the  said  Miamie 
and  Wabash  Indians  with  the  candor  and  Justice  of  the  general  Gov- 
ernment 

That  the  United  States  require  only  that  they  would  demean  themselves 
peaceably. 

That  should  they  refuse  to  listen  to  this  Invitation,  they  only,  will  be 
liable  for  the  evils  which  will  fall  upon,  and  crush  them. 

That  this  invitation  is  not  made  in  consequence  of  any  principles  of 
fear,  but  from  a  desire  to  pluck  them  if  possible  out  of  the  tire  which 
is  already  enkindled. 

The  message  which  is  h»'rewith  delivered  to  you  will  shew  you  the 
sentiments  expressed  to  them,  and  you,  and  the  Indians  who  may 
accompany  you,  are  to  say  all  that  may  be  proper  to  enforce  the  said 
sentiments. 
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You  have  been  informed  of  the  measures  taken  with  the  Cornplanter, 
Bigtree,  and  Halftown,  and  other  Senekas,  who  were  in  the  city  lately, 
to  go  to  the  said  Miamie  and  Wabash  Indians,  with  messages  from  their 
own  Nation  of  similar  import  with  the  one  with  which  you  are  charged. 

You  will  therefore  immediately  repair  to  the  Cornplanter's  residence 
which  is  upon  a  branch  of  the  Alleghany  River  near  the  Creek  called 
Oyl  Creek — make  known  to  him  your  intentions  and  deliver  him  the 
speech  herewith  delivered  to  you  for  the  Seneka  and  others  of  the  Six 
Nations. 

It  is  possible  he  may  not  be  at  home,  in  which  case  it  will  be  impor- 
tant to  dispatch  instantly  runners  for  him,  or  in  case  he  should  be 
•councelling  at  Buffaloe  Creek  with  the  other  parts  of  the  Nation  it  may 
be  proper  for  you  to  repair  thither. 

You  are  to  endeavour  by  all  possible  means  to  induce  the  Cornplanter 
and  so  many  others  of  the  Chiefs  as  possible  to  go  with  you  upon  your 
Mission  to  the  Miamie  and  Wabash  Indians,  and  you  will  remember  that 
it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  you  should  set  off  without  the  least 
delay. 

Having  obtained  as  companions  the  Chiefs  of  the  Senekas  and  others 
you  will  proceed  by  land  or  water  as  shall  be  judged  best  to  Sandusky 
upon  Lake  Erie,  where  reside  the  Wyandot  and  Delaware  tribes  of 
Indians.  These  tribes  are  our  friends  and  in  treaty  with  us,  which  as 
far  as  is  known  has  been  well  observed  by  them. 

You  have  also  herewith  delivered  to  you  two  messages,  one  to  each 
of  said  tribes  written  by  General  St  Clair  who  made  the^  Treaties  with 
them  at  Fort  Harmar  in  January  1789. 

You  will  inform  them  of  the  object  of  your  Journey  and  desire  that 
they  will  appoint  some  of  their  chiefs  to  accompany  you  agreeable  to 
the  General's  desire  in  his  messages. 

You  will  proceed  from  the  Wyandots  and  Dela wares  directly  to  the 
Miamie  Town,  where  you  will  assemble  the  Indians'  together  and  speak 
to  them  in  the  style  before  mentioned. 

If  you  succeed  in  persuading  them  to  accompany  you  to  Fort  Wash- 
ington, you  will  set  out  immediately  with  them,  sending  Captain  Houdin 
and  such  chiefs  of  all  the  Tribes  present,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  to 
the  Wea  or  Ouatonon  Towns  on  the  Wabash,  and  to  the  other  Tribes 
on  that  River  and  its  vicinity,  in  order  to  persuade  them  also  to  repair 
to  a  treaty  at  Fort  Washington. 

But  if  upon  using  all  your  arguments  to  induce  the  Miamie  Indians 
to  repair  to  Fort  Washington,  you  should  fail,  you  must  leave  them,  and 
with  the  friendly  Indians  who  accompany  you  repair  to  Fort  Washington. 
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Let  it  be  impressed  strongly  upon  your  mind  that  every  moment  after 
you  set  out  upon  your  Journey  must  be  most  industriously  employed 
for  you  must  if  within  the  limits  of  possibility  be  at  Fort  Washington 
by  the  5tli  of  May  next,  whether  you  succeed  or  not.  This  is  of  the 
highest  importance  as  it  is  connected  with  collateral  arrangements. 

The  great  retardment  to  be  apprehended  will  be  at  the  Cornplanter's 
residence  or  in  other  parts  of  the  Seneka  Nation;  but  you  will  endeavour 
to  render  your  stay  as  short  as  possible. 

A  knowledge  of  your  character  induces  a  confidence  you  will  well 
execute  the  high  trust  reposed  in  you  with  all  dispatch  and  Redress. 

Your  mission  requires  acquaintance  with  human  nature,  and  the  art 
of  managing  the  hopes  and  fears  of  an  uncivilized  race  of  men.  You 
will  be  careful  not  to  promise  more  than  is  reasonable  to  the  Indians 
who  may  accompany  you,  and  all  your  promises  of  that  sort  shall  be 
complied  with. 

Your  business  with  the  Miamie  and  Wabash  Indians  will  be  to  per- 
suade them  to  repair  to  Fort  Washington,  where  they  shall  be  treated 
kindly  and  justly,  but  you  are  not  authorized  to  particularize  to  them  any 
terms. 

Considering  the  nature  of  the  service  it  is  proper  to  be  explicit  as  to 
the  terms  you  are  to  receive  from  the  Public,  which  are  as  follows, 

Ist.  Your  reasonable  expenses  shall  be  borne  by  the  Public  and  upon 
this  point  you  will  be  careful  to  set  down  your  expenses  daily  in  order 
that  a  judgement  may  be  formed  thereon  when  your  accounts  are  to  be 
settled, 

2ndly.  As  a  reward  for  your  services  you  shall  be  allowed  the  Sum 
of  five  dollars  for  each  day  while  you  are  actually  employed  upon  this 
business. 

3rdly.  If  you  succeed  in  bringing  the  real  chiefs  of  the  Miamie  and 
Wabash  Indians  to  a  treaty  at  Fort  Washington  you  shall  receive  the 
further  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

4thly.  In  case  you  should  in  the  course  of  the  business  be  wounded 
or  disabled  from  obtaining  a  livelihood  by  your  personal  exertions, 
attempts  will  be  made  to  obtain  for  you  a  pension  of  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Commandant  wounded  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

5thly.  And  in  case  you  should  unfortunately  lose  your  life  in  the 
course  of  this  business  the  same  attempts  will  be  made  to  obtain  the 
pension  of  seven  years  half  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant 
to  your  orphan  children. 

Captain  Michael  Gabriel  Houdin  a  French  officer  of  reputation  who 
served  in  the  late  war  in  the  Massachusetts  line,  will  accompany  you,  in 
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the  prosecution  of  this  business,  and  in  case  of  misfortune  to  you  by 
sickness  or  otherwise  he  is  to  take  these  Instructions,  and  to  pursue 
them  as  if  given  to  himself. 

Captain  Houdin  is  to  be  allowed  his  expences  and  two  dollars  p  day 
as  a  reward  for  his  services. 

And  in  case  he  should  be  wounded,  or  disabled,  endeavours  will  be 
used  to  obtain  for  him  a  pension  of  a  Captain  wounded  in  the  Military 
Service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  issued  my  warrant  upon  Joseph  Howell  to  pay  you  six  hundred 
dollars  on  account  of  your  and  Captain  Houdin's  expences,  and  for  which 
sum  you  are  regularly  to  account. 

Tour  route  will  be  from  this  City  to  Sombury  and  thence  either 
directly  for  the  part  of  the  Alleghany  where  the  Cornplanter  lives,  or 
to  Tioga  Point  as  you  may  find  best.  If  you  go  through  Wyoming 
enquire  for  a  Captain  Bladwin  who  has  agreed  to  keep  school  among 
the  Senekas,  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  consider  your  business  as  secret,  and  enjoin  the  same  to 
Captain  Houdin. 

Provided  you  should  bring  the  Indians  to  Fort  Washington  you  will 
stay  there  no  longer  than  the  treaty  shall  be  accomplished;  upon  which 
you  and  Captain  Houdin  will  return  with  all  convenient  speed  to  this 
city. 

You  will   keep  a    Journal  of   your  daily    occurrences  &  deliver  me  a 
copy  thereof  when  you  shall  deliver  the  report  of  your  proceedings. 
Given  at  the  War  Ofl&ce  of  the  United  States  in  the  City  of  Phil- 
adelphia, this  eleventh  day  of  March  1791. 

(Signed)  H.  Knox 

Secty  of  War. 
[  Q  59-2,  p  443  ] 
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A 

To  the  Head  men  &  Warriors  of  the  Seneka  Nation  and  others  of  the 
Six  Nations. 

Brothers, 

Upon  a  late  visit  of  the  Cornplanter  and  others^  of  your  nation, 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  great  chief  of  the  thirteen 
fires,  it  was  agreed  that  some  of   the  chiefs  of   the  Six  Nations  should 
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repair  immediately  to  the  Miamie  and  Wabash  Indians  in  order  to 
explain  to  them  the  danger  of  their  situation. 

That  the  United  States  desired  of  the  said  Indians,  only  a  peaceable 
conduct,  and  a  regard  to  their  own  welfare.  That  it  would  be  well 
pleasing  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  embrace  all  the  sur- 
rounding Indian  Nation  as  Brothers  and  to  promote  their  happiness  by 
acts  of  kindness. 

That  while  this  was  the  sincere  desire  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  determined  that  all  future  murders  and  Invasions  of  the 
Indians  should  be  punished  severely. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  persuaded  that  if  the  Indians 
generally  could  see  the  kindness  of  his  heart  to  them,  and  of  his  inten- 
tions to  do  them  Justice,  that  they  would  one  and  all  bury  the  red 
hatchet  for  ever. 

He  will  therefore  if  obliged  to  chastise  the  disorderly  Indians,  feel 
all  the  pain  that  a  kind  father  feels  in  chastising  his  disobedient 
children. 

In  order  therefore  that  the  Miamie  and  Wabash  Indians  shall  be 
without  excuse  in  the  minds  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  other  Indian  Tribes, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  determined  to  send  them  a  solemn 
warning  to  their  fate  in  case  they  continue  their  hostilities  and  he  has 
for  this  purpose  sent  Colonel  Proctor  the  Bearer  with  whom  you  are 
acquainted. 

The  President  requests  that  you  will  immediately  set  out  with  Colonel 
Proctor  either  by  Land  or  Water  as  he  shall  judge  best. 

That  you  would  call  upon  the  Wyandots  and  Delawares  our  friends 
and  take  some  of  them  along  with  you  to  the  Miamie  and  Wabash 
Indians. 

That  you  would  endeavour  to  persuade  the  said  Miamie  and  Wabash 
Indians  to  accompany  Colonel  Proctor  and  you  to  General  St  Clair,  the 
Great  Chief  of  the  United  States  on  the  Ohio,  and  there  settle  all  dis- 
pntes  on  terms  of  reciprocal  Justice  and  humanity. 

That  on  your  faithful  performance  of  this  business  you  will  be  enti- 
tled to  the  Approbation,  Friendship,  &  Rewards  of  the  United  States. 

Given  at  the  War  Office  of  the  United  States  in  the  City  of  Phil- 
adelphia  thib  11th  day  of  March  IT.H. 

(Signed)  H.  Knox 

Secty  of  War. 
[  Q  59-2,  p  451  ] 
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To  the  Head  men  and  Warriors  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  of  the  Miamie 
Town  and  its  neighborhood  and  inhabiting  the  Waters  of  the  Miamie 
River,  of  Lake  Erie,  and  to  the  Tribes  inhabiting  the  Water  of  the 
River  Wabash. 

Brothers, 

The  President  of  the  United  States  General  Washington,  the  great 
<3hief  of  the  thirteen  fires,  speaks  to  you  by  this  address — Listen  atten- 
tively to  him,  for  he  speaks  of  things  of  the  highest  importance  to  your 
future  welfare. 

The  white  men  and  the  red  men  inhabit  the  same  country,  and  ought 
to  be  friends. 

But  the  contrary  has  been  the  case,  Injuries  and  hostilities  have  sub- 
sisted and  the  last  year  many  lives  were  sacrificed  on  both  sides. 

This  address  to  you  is  the  offspring  of  a  desire  to  save  you  from  ruin. 
It  is  therefore  of  the  last  consequence  that  you  should  understand  and 
receive  it  right;  It  is  unmixed  with  fear,  and  dictated  by  the  pure 
principles  of  humanity. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  anxious  that  you  should  under- 
stand your  true  situation,  and  the  consequences  of  your  persisting  any 
longer  in  the  exercise  of  hostilities. 

The  United  States  are  powerful  and  are  able  to  send  forth  such  a 
number  of  Warriors  as  would  drive  you  entirely  out  of  the  Country,  it 
is  true  this  conduct  would  occasion  some  trouble  to  us,  but  it  would  be 
absolute  destruction  to  you,  your  women  and  your  children. 

The  United  States  require  nothing  of  you  but  peace,  nay,  they  are 
desirous  of  making  you  understand  the  cultivation  of  the  earth  and 
teaching  you  how  much  better  it  is  for  human  kind  to  have  comfortable 
bouses,  to  have  plenty  to  eat  and  drink,  and  be  well  clothed,  than  to  be 
exposed  to  all  the  calamities  belonging  to  a  savage  life. 

The  offer  of  peace  now  made  to  you  is  for  your  good,  and  the  great 
spirit  above  will  approve  it. 

Reflect  that  this  is  the  last  offer  that  can  be  made,  that  if  you  do  not 
embrace  it  now  your  doom  must  be  sealed  forever. 

Receive  them,  the  Bearers,  Colonel  Proctor,  Captain  Houdin  and  our 
Indian  allies  who  accompany  them  with  open  arms. 

After  having  pondered  well  upon  the  contents  of  this  address  and  what 
may  be  further  said  to  the  same  purpose  call  in  your  parties  and  fly 
with  all  your  Head-men  to  Fort  Washington  at  the  Miamis  of  the  Ohio — 

Send  Messengers  also  to  all   the    Neighbouring    Tribes  to    come  to  the 

2i 
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same  place  and  there  make  and  ratify  a  firm  peace  with  General  St 
Clair  the  great  officer  of  the  United  States  on  the  Western  Waters. 

You  will  find  the  terms  he  shall  dictate  will  be  full  of  Justice,  Mod- 
eration and   Humanity 

You  are  now  the  only  Tribes  with  whom  the  United  States  have  any 
disputes.  The  powerful  Indian  Nations  South  of  the  Ohio  are  our 
Allies. 

The  Six  Nations  of  Northern  Indians  are  at  peace  with  us,  and  we 
are  desirous  of  receiving  you  into  the  number  of  our  friends,  and  to 
forget  all  the  evil  which  has  past.  If  you  refuse  all  the  Nations  will 
approve  and  justify  your  punishment. 

Given    at   the    War  Office  of    the    United  States  this    11th  day    of 

March  1791. 

H.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 
[  Q  59-2,  p  454  ] 
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the  frontiers  in  the  ensuing  campaign. 
Sir, 

The  President  of  the  United  States  having,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  Senate  appointed  you  a  Major  General  in  the  Service  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  consequence  invested,  with  the  Chief  command 
of  the  Troops  to  be  employed  upon  the  Frontiers  during  the  ensuing 
campaign,  it  is  proper  that  you  should  be  possessed  of  the  views  of  the 
Government  respecting  the  objects  of  your  command. 

I  am  therefore  authorized  and  commanded  by  the  President  of  the 
United  states,  to  deliver  you  the  following  Instructions,  in  order  to 
serve  as  the  general  principles  of  your  conduct. 

But  it  is  only  general  principles  which  can  be  pointed  out.  In  the 
execution  of  the  duties  of  your  station,  circumstances  which  cannot  now 
be  foreseen,  may  arise,  to  render  material  deviations  necessary.  Such 
circumstances  will  rec^uire  the  exercise  of  your  talents.  The  Government 
possesses  the  security  of  your  Character,  and  mature  experience,  that 
your  Judgment  will  be  proper  on  all  occasions.- 

You  are  well  informed  of  the  unfavorable  impressions  which  the  issue 
of  the  la»t  expedition  has  made  on  the  public  mind,  and  you  are  also 
aware  of  the  expectations  which  are  formed  of  the  success  of  the  Ensuing 
Campaign. 


PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS.  18T 

An  Indian  War,  under  any  circumstances  is  regarded  by  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  an  event  which  ought  if 
possible  to  be  avoided.  It  is  considered  that  the  sacrifices  of  blood  & 
treasure,  in  such  a  war,  far  exceed  any  advantages  which  can  possibly 
be  reaped  by  it. 

The  great  policy  therefore,  of  the  General  Government,  is,  to  establish 
a  just  &  liberal  Peace  with  all  the  Indian  Tribes,  within  the  limits,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States. 

Your  intimations  to  the  hostile  Indians,  immediately  after  the  late 
Expedition  through  the  Wyandots  &  Delawares,  The  arrangements  with 
the  Senecas,  who  were  lately  in  this  city,  that  part  of  the  Six  Nationa 
should  repair  to  the  said  hostile  Indians  to  influence  them  to  pacific 
measures;  together  with  the  recent  mission  of  Colonel  Proctor  to  them 
for  the  same  purpose,  will  strongly  evince  the  desire  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  and  to  quiet  all  dis- 
turbances— and  when  you  shall  arrive  upon  the  frontiers,  if  any  other,  or 
further  measures,  to  effect  the  same  object  should  present,  you  will 
eagerly  embrace  them,  and  the  reasonable  expenses  thereof  shall  be 
defrayed  by  the  Public.  Colonel  Proctor's  Instructions,  and  the  Messages 
to  the  Miamis  &c  are  annexed,  marked  A. 

It  is  however  important  to  be  remarked,  that  all  the  persons  employed 
on  this  account,  must,  if  practicable,  return  to  Fort  Washington,  on  or 
before,  the  6th  of  May  next,  for  the  reasons  which  will  hereafter  appear. 

But,  if  all  the  lenient  measures  taken,  or  which  may  be  taken,  should 
fail,  to  bring  the  hostile  Indians,  to  a  just  sense  of  their  Situation,  It 
will  be  necessary  that  you  should  use  such  coersive  means  as  you  shall 
possess  for  that  purpose. 

You  are  informed  that,  by  an  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  2nd  instant, 
another  Regiment  is  to  be  raised  &  added  to  the  Military  Establishment, 
and  provision  made  for  raising  two  Thousand  Levies  for  the  term  of  Six 
Months,  for  the  Service  of   the  Frontiers. 

The  Plan  for  raising  the  said  Levies  is  hereunto  annexed  marked  B. 

The  second  Regiment  of  Regulars  will  be  recruited  in  the  four  New 
England  States,  excepting  one  company  to  be  recruited  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  another  in  the  State  of   Delaware. 

Recruits  will  be  raised  to  complete  the  first  Regiment,  in  the  States 
from  Maryland  to  New  York  inclusively. 

The  Recruits  from  the  Regulars  as  well  as  the  Levies  will  be  marched 
by  Companies  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  raised,  to  Fort  Pitt,  there  to 
receive  your  further  orders. 
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It  is  contemplated  that  the  mass  of  the  Regulars,  and  Levies,  may  be 
recruited,  and  rendezvous  at  Fort  Washington,  by  the  10th  of  July. 

In  this  case  you  will  have  assembled  a  force  of  three  thousand  effective 
at  least,  besides  leaving  small  garrisons  on  the  Ohio,  in  order  to  per- 
form your  main  expedition  hereinafter  mentioned. 

But  in  the  mean  time  if  the  Indians  refuse  to  listen  to  the  Messengers 
of  Peace  sent  to  them,  it  is  most  probable  they  will,  unless  prevented 
spread  themselves  along  the  line  of  frontiers,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
mitting all  the  Depredations  in  their  power. 

In  order  to  avoid  so  calamitous  an  event.  Brigadier  General  Charles 
tScott  of  Kentucky  has  been  authorized,  by  me,  on  the  Part  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  make  an  expedition  against  the  Wea,  or 
Ouattanontows,  with  mounted  Volunteers,  or  Militia  from  Kentucky,  not 
exceeding  the  number  of  seven  Hundred  &  fifty,  officers  included. 

That  you  may  perfectly  comprehend  this  subject,  copies  of  the  Instruc- 
tions given  Brigadier  General  Scott  and  the  powers  vested  in  him,  in 
conjunction  with  John  Brown,  Harry  Innes,  Benjamin  Logan  k  Isaac 
Schuly,  and  dated  the  9th  instant  are  hereunto  annexed  marked  C. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  said  Instructions,  that  if  the  said  Expedition 
be  not  prevented  by  you,  on  or  before  the  10th  of  May  next,  that  it  is 
to  proceed  according  to  the  Instructions. 

The  period  of  the  10th  of  May  has  been  fixed,  in  order  to  afford  time 
for  Colonel  Proctor  and  the  Other  Messengers  to  return  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  said  Expedition.  You  will  observe  that  Colon  al 
Proctor's  Instructions  are  pointed,  as  to  the  time  of  his  return. 

You  will  also  perceive  by  the  Instructions  to  Brigadier  General  Scott 
that  it  is  confided  to  your  discretion,  whether  there  shall  be  more  than 
one  of  the  said  Expeditions  of  mounted  Volunteers,  or  Militia. 

Your  nearer  view  of  the  objects  to  be  effected  by  a  second  desultory 
expedition  will  enable  you  to  form  a  better  judgment,  than  can  at  present 
be  formed  at  this  distance. 

The  propriety  of  a  second  operation  would  in  some  degree  depend  on 
the  alacrity  and  good  composition  of  the  Troops  of  which  the  first  may 
have  been  formed — of  its  success — of  the  probable  effects  a  second  similar 
blow  would  have  upon  the  Indians,  with  respect  to  its  influencing  them 
to  Peace,  or,  if  they  should  still  be  hostilely  disposed,  of  preventing 
them  from  desolating  the  frontiers  by  their  parties. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  case  of  a  second  or  third  desultory  ope- 
ration that  you  will  limit  the  numbers  to  be  employed  to  five  hundred. 

The  manner  of  their  being  mustered,  both  before  and  subsequent  to 
their  march,  are  stated  in  Brigadier  General  Scott's  Instructions. 
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And,  you  will  also  judge,  how  far  a  desultory  operation  made  at  the 
time  of  the  main  expedition,  would  conduce  to  the  general  success  of 
the  service,  or  if  a  party  of  mounted  Volunteers,  or  Regulars,  or  Levies, 
were  to  form  part  of  your  main  force. 

In  case  two  such  desultory  operations  should  be  formed  from  Ken- 
tucliy,  and  you  should  decide  upon  a  third  of  the  same  nature  to  sup- 
port collaterally  the  main  expedition,  I  suggest  the  propriety  of  your 
employing  Brigadier  General  Sevier  for  the  purpose. 

If  circumstances  should  lead  you  to  decide  in  favor  of  employing  him, 
you  could  send  an  express  to  him,  between  the  forks  of  Hostien  & 
French  troad,  so  that  he  should  have  three  weeks  or  a  month  to  raise 
men;  or  perhaps  it  would  be  the  best  place  to  mount  the  battalion  of 
levies,  which  is  to  be  raised  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  South 
of  the  Ohio,  and  with  such  additions  as  you  should  order,  put  them 
under  the  orders  of  Brigadier  General  Sevier. 

It  is  however  proper  to  remark,  that  as  the  Expence  of  an  Expedition 
of  a  mounted  Corps  would  be  very  considerable,  the  probable  advantage 
ought  far  to  outweigh  the  risque  and  Expence. 

If  such  operations  should  be  successful,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  prisoners  should  be  taken,  particularly  Women  &  Children,  it  would 
have  the  certain  effect  of  humbling  the  Indians  and  inducing  them  to 
sue  for  mercy. 

You  will  observe  that  in  the  Instructions  to  Brigadier  General  Scott, 
which  is  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  instructions  of  the  commander  who 
may  succeed  him,  that  all  captives  are  to  be  treated  with  great  humanity. 
It  will  be  sound  policy  to  attack  the  Indians  by  kindness,  after  demon- 
strating to  them  our  power  to  punish  them  on  all  occasions. 

Whilst  you  are  making  such  use  of  desultory  operations,  as  in  your 
Judgment  the  occasion  may  require,  you  will  proceed  vigorously  in  every 
preparation  in  your  power,  for  the  purpose  of  the  main  Expedition;  and 
having  assembled  your  force  and  all  things  being  in  readiness,  if  no 
decisive  indications  of  peace  should  have  been  produced,  either  by  the 
Messenger,  or  by  the  desultory  operations,  you  will  commence  your 
march  for  the  Miami  Village,  in  order  to  establish  a  strong  and  perma- 
nent Military  Post  at  that  place. 

In  your  advance  you  will  establish  such  posts  of  communication  with 
Fort  Washington  on  the  Ohio,  as  you  may  judge  proper. 

The  Post  at  the  Miami's  Village  is  intended  for  the  purpose  of  awing 
and  curbing  the  Indians  in  that  Quarter,  and  as  the  only  preventative 
of  further  hostilities.  It  ought  therefore  to  be  rendered  secure  against 
all  attempts  &  insults  of   the  Indians.      The    garrison  which  should  be 
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stationed  there  ought  not  only  to  be  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the 
place,  but  always  to  afford  a  detachment  of  five  or  six  hundred  men, 
either  to  chastize  any  of  the  Wabash  or  other  hostile  Indians,  or  to 
secure  any  convoys  for  Provisions. 

The  Establishment  of  said  Post  is  considered  as  an  important  object 
of  the  Campaign,  and  is  to  take  place  in  all  events.  In  case  of  a  pre- 
vious treaty,  the  Indians  are  to  be  conciliated  upon  this  point  if  possi- 
ble, and  it  is  presumed  such  arguments  may  be  offered  as  to  induce 
their  acquiescence. 

The  situation,  nature  and  construction  of  the  works  you  may  direct, 
will  depend  upon  your  own  Judgment.  Major  Ferguson  of  the  artillery 
will  be  fully  capable  of  the  Execution. 

He  will  be  furnished  with  three  5^  Inch  Howitzers,  and  three  Six 
Pounders  &  three  three  pounders,  all  Brass,  with  a  suitable  quantity  of 
shot  &  shells  for  the  purpose  of  the  Expedition.  The  appropriation  of 
these  pieces  will  depend  upon  your  orders. 

Having  commenced  your  march  upon  the  main  Expedition  and  the 
Indians  continuing  hostile,  you  will  use  every  possible  exertion  to  make 
them  feel  the  effects  of  your  superiority;  and  after  having  arrived  at  the 
Miami  Village,  and  put  your  works  in  a  defensible  state,  you  will  seek 
the  enemy  with  the  whole  of  your  remaining  force  ife  endeavor  by  all 
possible  means  to  strike  them  with  great  severity. 

It  will  be  left  to  your  discretion  whether  to  employ  if  attainable,  any 
Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  &  the  Chickasaws  or  other  Southern  Nations. 
Most  probably  the  employment  of  about  fifty  of  each,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  some  discreet  and  able  chiefs,  would  be  advantageous.  But, 
these  ought  not  to  be  assembled  before  the  line  of  march  is  taken  up, 
because  they  are  soon  tired  and  will  not  be  detained. 

The  force  contemplated  for  the  Garrisons  of  the  Miami  Village,  and 
its  communications  has  been  from  a  thousand  to  twelve  hundred  non 
commissioned  officers  k  privates.  This  is  mentioned  as  a  General  Idea 
to  which  you  will  adhere  or  from  which  you  will  deviate  as  circumstances 
may  require. 

The  garrisons  stationed  at  the  Miami  Village  and  it«  communications 
must  have  in  store  at  least  six  months  good  salted  meat,  and  fiour  in 
proportion. 

It  is  hardly  possible,  if  the  Indians  continue  hostile,  that  you  will  be 
suffered  (quietly  to  establish  a  Post  at  the  Miami  Village;  confiicts  there- 
fore may  be  expected,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  disciplined  valor 
will  triumph  over  the  undisciplined  Indians.  In  this  Event  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  Indians  will    sue  for    Peace.     If   this  should  be  the  case, 
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the  dignity  of  the  United  States  will  require,  that  the  terms  should  be 
liberal. 

In  order  to  avoid  future  wars,  it  might  be  proper  to  make  the  Wabash, 
and  thence  over  to  the  Miami,  and  down  the  same  to  its  mouth  at  Lake 
Erie,  the  boundary,  excepting  so  far  as  the  same  should  relate  to  the 
Wyandots  &  Delawares  on  the  supposition  of  their  continuing  faithful 
to  the  treaties.  But,  if  they  should  join  in  the  War,  against  the  United 
States,  and  your  army  be  victorious  the  said  tribes  ought  to  be  removed 
without  the  Boundary  mentioned. 

You  will  also  Judge,  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  extend  the  boun- 
dary from  the  mouth  of  the  River  au  Pause  of  the  Wabash  in  a  due 
West  line  to  the  Mississippi.  Few  Indians  besides  the  Kickapoos  would 
be  affected,  by  such  a  line  but  this  ought  to  be  tenderly  managed. 

The  modification  of  the  Boundary  must  be  confided  to  your  discretion, 
with  one  single  observation,  that  the  policy  and  interest  of  the  United 
States  dictate  their  being  at  peace  with  the  Indians.  This  is  of  more 
value  than  millions  of  uncultivated  acres,  the  right  to  which  may  be 
conceded  by  some  and  disputed  by  others. 

The  Establishment  of  a  Post  at  the  Miami  Village  will  probably  be 
regarded  by  the  British  Officers  on  the  frontiers  as  a  circumstance  of 
Jealousy.  It  may  therefore  be  necessary  that  you  should,  at  a  proper 
time,  make  such  intimations  as  may  remove  all  such  dispositions.  This 
intimation  had  better  follow  than  precede  the  possession  of  the  Post, 
unless  circumstances  dictate  otherwise,  as  it  is  not  the  inclination  or 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  Great  Britain, 
©very  measure  tending  to  any  discussion  or  altercation  must  be  prevented. 

The  delicate  situation  of  affairs  may  therefore  render  it  improper  at 
present  to  make  any  naval  arrangements  upon  Lake  Erie. 

After  you  shall  have  effected  all  the  injury  to  the  hostile  Indians  of 
which  your  force  may  be  capable,  and  after  having  established  the  Posts 
and  Garrisons  at  the  Miami  Village  and  its  communications,  and  placing 
the  same  under  the  orders  of  an  officer  worthy  of  such  an  high  trust. 
You  will  return  to  Fort  Washington  on  the  Ohio. 

You  will  please  to  inform  me  of  all  the  occurrences  of  your  Expe- 
dition, in  order  to  be  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
with  such  observations  as  may  be  necessary  to  form  a  comprehensive 
and  precise  Judgment  of  the  Campaign,  and  of  the  further  measures 
proper  to  be  pursued  by  Government. 

You  will  observe  by  the  treaties  with  the  Choctaws,  Chickasaws 
and  Cherokees  hereunto  annexed   marked  D.  that  the  President  of   the 
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United  States  directed  the  observance  thereof  in  the  Proclamation  of 
the  26th  Aufjust  last. 

This  Proclamation  became  necessary,  ae  Information  had  been  received 
that  certain  companies  had  purchased  of  the  State  of  Georgia  the  pre- 
emption to  almost  the  entire  lands  of  the  said  Indian  Nations,  and 
that  measures  were  taking  in  pursuance  thereof,  to  effect  settlements 
on  the  said  Lands  in  direct  violation  of  the  said  Treaties,  and  the 
Peace  of  the  United  States. 

And  information  has  lately  been  received  that  a  certain  Doctor 
O'Falton  is  levying  Troops  in  Kentucky,  and  issuing  commissions  in 
an  illegal  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  making  certain  Establishments 
upon  the  said  Lands. 

The  conduct  of  the  said  Doctor  O'Falton  is  considered  of  such  a 
nature  as  that  the  Attorney  of  the  District  of  Kentucky  has  been 
directed  to  commence  a  prosecution  against  him  according  to  Law,  and 
the  nature  of  his  offence;  and  in  order  that  all  concerned  under  him 
should  be  warned  of  their  situation,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  issued  another  proclamation  which  is  hereunto  annexed  marked  E. 
It  is  presumed  the  arrest  of  Doctor  O'Falton,  and  the  issuing  of  the 
Proclamation  will  operate  to  prevent  the  execution  thereof;  but  if  they 
should  not,  and  the  party  proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  plan,  it 
becomes  an  important  consideration  of  the  Legal  Department,  and  you 
shall  be  informed  of  the  result. 

A  military  post  at  Bear's  Creek  called  Occochappo  below  the  Muscle 
Shoals  upon  the  Tennessee  has  been  considered  as  proper  to  prevent 
the  usurpation  of  the  Indian  Lands  and  also  at  some  proper  place 
upon  the  Mississippi. 

But  the  approbation  of  the  Indians  is  essential  to  the  Establish- 
ment of  either.  Governor  Blount  is  to  hold  a  Treaty  with  Cherokeea 
in  May  next,  and  it  is  part  of  his  Instructions  to  render  that  nation 
cordial  to  the  measure  of  establishing  the  proposed  Post  upon  the 
Tennessee. 

The  Post  upon  the  Mississippi  is  attended  with  some  difficulties 
relative  to  the  Spanish  Claims,  and  it  is  not  to  be  attempted  at 
present. 

Indeed,  the  force  required  for  the  main  Expedition  will  prevent  the 
establishment  of  either  Post  until  after  the  termination  of  said 
Expedition. 

The  object  is  now  brought  to  your  view,  in  order  that  you  may 
upon  consideration,  suggest  such  further  measures  arising  from  infor- 
mation, as  may  be  necessary  to  be  adopted  on  the  occasion. 
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It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  certain  jealousies  have  existed  among 
the  people  of  the  Frontiers  relative  to  a  supposed  intercourse  between 
their  interests  and  those  of  the  Marine  States. 

That  these  jealousies  are  ill  founded  with  respect  to  the  present 
Government  is  obvious.  The  United  States  embrace,  with  equal  care 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  in  the  present  case  are  taking  expensive 
arrangements  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  partly  in  the 
modes  too  which  appear  to  be  highly  favoured  by  the  Kentucky 
people. 

The  high  stations  you  fill,  of  Commander  of  the  Troops,  and 
Governor  of  the  Western  Territory,  will  afford  you  frequent  oppor- 
tunities to  impress  the  frontier  citizens  of  the  entire  good  disposition 
of  the  General  Government  towards  them,  in  all  reasonable  things,  and 
you  will  render  acceptable  Service,  by  embracing  cordially  all  such 
opportunities. 

The  discipline  of  the  Troops  and  their  Economy  in  all  respects,  will 
come  under  your  consideration. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  for  forwarding  with  the  first  company, 
which  shall  march,  the  arrears  of  pay  for  the  last  year,  so  far  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained  without  the  muster  Rolls.  The  Recruits 
which  shall  be  engaged  for  the  first  Regiment  and  Artillery,  will 
depend  upon  the  surplus  clothing  upon  hand  upon  the  frontiers, 
reliance  will  be  made  upon  the  said  surplus  clothing  for  about  five 
hundred  &  fifty  complete  suits.  One  quarter  part  of  the  Recruits  of 
the  first  Regiment  and  the  Artillery  will  be  clothed  and  all  will  have 
Blankets.  From  the  Quarter  part  which  shall  be  completely  clothed, 
the  officers  will  make  arrangements  for  rendering  all  the  men  com- 
fortable.    The  second  Regiment  will  be  clothed. 

For  the  Blankets  which  will  be  issued  here,  the  number  of  which 
you  shall  be  informed  a  deduction  must  be  made  from  the  clothing  for 
the  Troops,  and  the  frontiers,  and  a  transfer  thereof  made  to  the 
Indian  Department  for  the  purposes  of   the  proposed  Treaty. 

The  goods  necessary  for  a  Treaty  shall  be  furnished  and  your  Esti-^ 
mates  upon  this  subject  shall  be  duly  regarded. 

Medicines,  instruments,  tents  and  Ordnance  Stores,  and  all  other 
articles  for  the  proposed  Expedition  will  be  forwarded. 

Samuel  Hodgdon,  who  has  been  appointed  the  Quarter  Master,  under 
your  directions,  will    r^epair  to    the   frontiers  as  soon   as  he  shall   have 
made  the  necessary  arrangements  here,  of  the  supplies. 
25 
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He  will  be  entirely  under  your  directions,  in  all  respects,  and  he 
must  produce  your  orders  for  all  the  general  objects  of  Expenditures, 
such  as  Boats,  Horses  and  other  arrangements  for  transportation. 

The  provisions  will  be  transported  at  the  Expence  of,  and  by  the 
means  to  be  provided  by  the  Contractors. 

To  the  Quarter  Master's  Department  will  belong  the  transportation 
of  the  Troops  from  Fort  Pitt  to  the  Rendezvous,  and  the  return 
Transportation  of  the  levies.  The  Transportation  by  land,  or  water,  of 
the  Ordnance  Stores,  hospital  Stores,  and  such  essential  Baggage  as 
you  may  direct  upon  the  Expedition. 

It  would  be  unnecessary  to  be  particular,  to  an  officer  of  your 
Experience,  on  the  article  of  a  great  quantity  of  baggage.  The  nature 
of  the  service  in  which  you  will  be  employed,  will  preclude  the  Idea 
of  all  Baggage,  which  shall  not  be  indispensable  for  the  existence  of 
the  officers  &   soldiers. 

The  horses  therefore  that  you  may  require  for  such  objects  may  not 

exceed    the    number    of   ,  as   you   will   probably    want   them    for 

several  months,  it  will  be  more  economical  to  purchase  than  to  hire 
them,  and  after  the  Expedition  to  sell  them  again. 

As  Mr  Mentyes  the  Inspector  will  be  upon  the  spot,  you  will  direct 
him  to  muster  all  the  Troops  as  regularly  as  the  service  will  permit. 
But  the  regulars  and  Levies  must  be  mustered  on  their  first  arrival  at 
Fort  Washington. 

You  will  please  to  appoint  some  skilful  person  to  make  actual  surveys 
of  your  march  to  be  connected  (if  the  case  will  admit  of  it)  by  proper 
Astronomical  observations,  and  of  all  Posts  you  may  occupy,  and 
transmit  them  to  this  office. 

The  Paymaster  will  place  in  your  hands,  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars.  This  money  will  be  for  such  contingencies  as  shall  arise, 
■either  for  intelligence,  or  the  objects  of  the  Indian  Department,  and 
for  which  you  will  account. 

Besides  the  desultory  operations  before  recited  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers,  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  been  pleased  to 
direct  that  the  Lieutenants  of  the  several  Frontier  Counties  of  Pensyl- 
vania,  Virginia  and  Kentucky  should  be  invested  with  the  temporary 
authority,  and  under  the  restrictions  contained  in  their  Instructions  of 
which  the  paper  marked  F.  is  a  copy. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  authority  given  to  the  said  county 
Lieutenants  has  been  great. 
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The  continuance  of  the  said  Authority  will  depend  upon  you, 
although  the  protection  to  be  afforded  must  be  equal  to  the  occasion, 
Yet  the  expence  ought  not  to  be  unnecessarily  continued.  You  will 
therefore  upon  being  convinced  that  the  Rangers  which  the  County 
Lieutenants  may  call  out  in  pursuance  of  the  said  authority  would  not 
any  longer  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Inhabitants,  direct 
the  said  Lieutenants  to  discharge  the  same  on  account  of  the  United 
States. 

It  would  be  proper  that  when  you  issue  such  orders  that  it  should 
be  done  by  some  responsible  character,  who  can  certify  to  you  the 
time  of  the  delivery,  of  such  order,  that  the  Public  should  not  pay  the 
expences  of  such  Eangers  after  such  notification. 

You  will  judge  how  far  a  similar  protection  is  to  be  extended  to  the 
Settlements,  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  North  West  of  the 
Ohio.  The  said  copy  has  been  transmitted  officially  to  the  said  Secre- 
tary of  the  said  Territory. 

Horses  and  Equipments  will  be  provided  for  the  mounting  of  one 
hundred  Dragoons,  for  the  purpose  of  the  main  Expedition. 

At  the  termination  of  the  Expedition  you  will  direct  the  Quarter 
Master  to  sell  the  Horses,  excepting  such  as  you  shall  consider  as  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  the  communication  of  the  Posts. 

Although  it  is  expected  that  you  will  have  assembled  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington by  the  10th  of  July  next  a  force  of  three  thousand  effectives, 
consisting  of  regular  Troops  &  Levies,  besides  a  sufficient  number  for 
occupying  the  posts  on  the  Ohio  and  Wabash,  yet  circumstances  may 
possibly  arise  to  prevent  the  expectation  from  being  realized. 

In  this  event  the  Expedition  must  not  languish.  In  order  therefore 
to  supply  the  numbers  essential  for  the  Expedition,  you  must  call  forth 
in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Militia  of  the 
Frontier  Counties  of  Pensylvania,  Virginia,  and  Kentucky,  for  that 
purpose. 

You  will  ground  your  orders  issued  upon  this  occasion,  upon  the  Act 
of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  April  1790  &  3d  March  1791,  and  direct 
them  to  the  Lieutenants  of  such  of  the  Counties  as  will  most  readily 
afford  the  Militia  required,  agreeably  to  the  following  form.  To  wit, 

"  To  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  " 

"  SlK," 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States,  has  been  authorized  by  the 
"  two  following  Acts  to  call  into  service  the  Militia  of  the  several  States 
"  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  frontiers,  to  wit,  an  Act  entitled  "  An 
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"  Act  for  regulating  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States 
"  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
'*  ninety,"  and  an  Act  intitled  '*  An  Act  for  raising  and  adding  another 
"  Kegiment  to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
"  making  further  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  passed 
'*  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  one." 
"  And  the  President  of  the  United  States  having  by  his  Instructions 
"  to  me  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States 
"  bearing  date  the  twenty  first  day  of  March  one  thousand,  seven  hun- 
"  dred  and  ninety  one,  and  communicated  to  me  by  the  Secretary  for  the 
"  Department  of  War,  invested  me  with  free  authority  in  the  premises, 

"  I  do  hereby  require  you,  as  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  forth- 

"  with  to  detach  of   the  Militia  of    said  County non-commissioned 

"  officers  &  privates  and  the  following  commissioned  officers  to  wit 

" The  said  officers  non-commissioned   officers   &  privates 


**  to  serve  for months  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  upon  the  same 

"  pay  <k  rations  as  to  the  Troops  of  the  Establishment." 

It  will  be  important  that  the  most  perfect  communication  should  be 
kept  up  between  you  and  this  office.  The  regular  Post  proceeds  from 
this  City  to  Fort  Pitt  every  other  Friday.  An  arrangement  will  be  made 
after  the  15th  or  20th  of  next  Month  to  obtain  a  rider  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Pitt,  on  the  Friday  which  the  post  omits,  so  that  the  Communi- 
cation will  be  weekly. 

I  earnestly  request  that  you  will  make  an  efficient  arrangement  from 
Garrison  to  Garrison  on  the  Ohio,  so  that  I  may  receive  correspondent 
information  from  you  of  the  State  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Duer,  the  contractor  for  Provisions,  is  now  in  this  City  making 
the  arrangements  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  furnishing 
of  the  Provisions  for  the  Troops  under  your  Orders. 

The  number  of  Rations  will  be  estimated,  after  you  leave  Fort  Wash- 
ington at  4000  p  day. 

The  Contractor  promises  the  highest  exertions,  in  order  to  furnish  the 
Rations  which  may  be  reijuired,  in  due  Season.  As  your  arrangements 
and  success  will  greatly  depend  upon  his  punctuality,  it  will  be  important 
that  you  should  atford  him  all  the  facility  which  the  public  interests 
may  re(|uire. 

Such  objocts  relative  to  the  Troops,  or  the  proposed  operations  as  may 
not  have  been  touched  upon  in  the  foregoing  Instructions,  and  which 
may  hereafter  occur  will  be  continued  in  future  letters. 
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In  the  mean  time  I  have  the  honor  with  the  greatest  sincerity  to  wish 
you  all  possible  success. 

Given  at  the  War  Office  of  the  United  States,  in  the  City  of  Phil- 
adelphia, this  twenty  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety  one. 

(Signed)  H.  Knox 

A  true  Copy  Secretary  of  War. 

(Signed) 

John  Smith 

Major  5th  Regt. 
[  Q  59-2,  p  414  ] 


Extracts  from  General  Knox's  Instructions  to  General  St.  Clair. 

"  The  Post  at  the  Miami  Village  is  intended  for  the  purpose  of  aweing 
and  curbing  the  Indians  in  that  Quarter  &  as  the  only  preventative  of 
future  hostilities." 

"  It  ought  therefore  to  be  rendered  secure  against  all  attempts  and 
insults  of  the  Indians." 

*'  The  Garrison  which  should  be  stationed  there  ought  not  only  to  be 
sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  but  always  to  afford  a  Detachment 
of  Five  or  Six  hundred  men  either  to  chastize  any  of  the  Wabash  or 
other  hostile  Indians  or  to  secure  any  Convoys  for  provisions." 

"  The  establishment  of  said  Post  is  considered  as  an  important  object 
of  the  Campaign,  &  is  to  take  place  in  all  Events." 

"  Having  commenced  your  march  upon  the  main  Expedition,  and  the 
Indians  continuing  hostile,  you  will  use  every  possible  exertion  to  make 
them  feel  the  effects  of  your  superiority;  and  after  having  arrived  at  the 
Miami  Village  &  put  your  work  in  a  defensible  state,  you  will  seek  the 
enemy  with  the  whole  of  your  remaining  force,  and  endeavour  by  all 
possible  means  to  strike  them  with  great  severity." 

"  The  force  contemplated  for  the  Garrisons  of  the  Miami  and  its  com- 
munications has  been  from  a  thousand  to  twelve  hundred  non  com'd 
officers  and  privates." 

"  The  Establishment  of  a  post  at  the  Miami  Village  will  probably  be 
regarded  by  the  British  officers  on  the  frontiers  as  a  circumstance  of 
Jealousy.  It  may  therefore  be  necessary  that  you  should  at  a  proper 
time,  make  such  intimations  as  may  remove  all  such  dispositions.  This 
intimation  had  better  follow  than  precede  the  possession  of  the  Post, 
unless  circumstances  dictate   otherwise,  as    it    is  not    the  inclination  or 
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interest  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  Great  Britain. 
Every  measure  tiding  to  any  discussion  or  altercation  must  be  pre- 
vented." 

"  The  delicate  situation  of  affairs  may  therefore  render  it  improper  at 
present  to  make  any  naval  arrangements  upon  Lake  Erie. 

Given  at  Philadelphia  2l6t  March  1791. 

(Signed)  H.  Knox 


Indorsed  :    C.  5    12 

In  Lt  Govt  Clarke's  No.  30  of  26th  May  1792. 


Secy  of  War. 


[  Q  59-2,  p  384  ] 


LETTER   FROM   CAPT.   JOSEPH   BRANT. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Brant  dated. 

Grand  River  24th  March  1791. 

"  I  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  the  Revd  Mr  Kirtland  that 
deep  dark  Presbiterian  who  have  been  at  Philadelphia  lately,  you  will 
see  here  of  what  he  says  as  follows." 

"The  unhappy  and  unfortunate  expedition  to  Miamie  I  am  fearful 
will  finally  prove  fatal  to  many  Indians  unless  a  speedy  accommoda- 
tion should  take  place.  Do  you  think  this  practical  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians?  please  to  suggest  your  Ideas  on  the  subject,  You  would  also 
gratify  some  of  your  friends  to  give  a  particular  and  impartial 
account  of  the  Engagement.  He  also  desired  me  to  write  him  a  long 
Letter,  which    I    did  to  gratify   him  and   gave  him  his  Belly  ful  of    it. 

I  also  received  another  letter  from  Ebenezer  Allen  from  Genesee  who 
likewise  just  arrived  from  Philadelphia  and  tells  me  much  the  same 
story  that  of  Kirtland's.  Congress  seems  wishes  to  be  friends  with  the 
Indians,  Allen  tells  me  further  that  some  of  those  Gentlemen  even 
wanted  to  employ  me  with  high  wages  and  to  send  me  among  the 
Indians,  whilst  our  young  men  will  be  gone  to  Detroit,  I  mean  to  go 
to  Buffaloe  Creek  with  some  of  the  Chiefs  here  to  sound  also  the  minds 
of  the  five  Nations  about  the  present  affairs  that  I  may  know  how  to 
act  if  I  should  go  to  the  Southward.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that 
the  packet  was  coming  here  not  less  than  14  days  from  Bay  of 
Quinta,  Captain  McKee  will  receive  the  packet  in  seven  days  time  for 
certain  from  this.  About  the  lands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Grand  River 
you    seem  much    to  wish    that   we  should   spare  you  at    least  six  miles 
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up  the  Kiiver  in  order  to  have  your  new  Settlement  to  be  in  one 
String  along  the  Lake  up,  the  sentiments  of  the  Indians  here  on  this 
head  seems  to  thought  rather  hard  that  they  should  give  it  back  after 
its  given  to  them.  However  they  have  agreed  to  give  it  up  five  miles 
and  a  half  up  the  River,  because  six  miles,  it  would  take  in  a  Seneca 
Settlement  who  we  could  not  think  to  remove  them  as  they  are  fond 
of  their  Place  and  a  half  a  mile  cannot  make  any  odds  with  you. 

The  Deed  or  Grant  for  the  lands  here  which  you  are  going  to  give 
us  we  hope  you  will  make  the  Deed  or  Grant  near  the  same  sort 
which  General  Haldimand  first  promised  to  us,  we  hope  the  Council 
would  not  restrict  us  too  much  otherways  we  shall  look  upon  it  not 
much  better  than  a  Yankee  Deed  or    Grant  to  their  Indian  friends. 

D 

Indorsed:   23 
In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No  84,  of  the  14th  Jane  1791. 

[Q  50-1,  p  153] 


DAVID   LEISBERGER    TO   COL.    A.    MC  KEE. 

Huron  River,  March  26th  1791. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  19th  Instant  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  in  having  our  safety  and  tranquility 
so  much  at  heart. 

You  mention  in  your  letter — you  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  danger 
we  apprehend  would  perhaps  not  interrupt  our  planting  this  Season 
where  we  are  now,  but  dear  Sir  since  Mr.  Edwards  went  to  Detroit 
times  altered  and  become  more  dangerous,  three  Indians  who  narrowly 
escaped  came  here  three  days  ago  who  related  that  three  of  their  com- 
pany had  been  killed  by  the  Militia  on  Beaver  Creek  and  four  or  five 
more  were  missing. 

We  likewise  had  a  report  though  which  cannot  be  given  out  for  certain 
as  no-body  hath  seen  it  that  five  families  of  Indians  in  their  hunting 
Cabbins  on  the  heads  Tuscaroroi  were  either  taken  or  killed,  because  na 
body  knoweth  what  is  become  of  them. 

It  seems  by  the  report  that  the  Militia  go  out  in  parties,  and  if  no 
army  should  come  out,  yet  it  will  not  be  safe,  and  our  Indians  appre- 
hending that,  will  not  easily  be  persuaded  to  remain  here  but  rather 
leave  houses  and  fields  and  be  glad  a  place  where  they  can  be  at  ease 
and  without  continual  fear. 
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Considering  all  this  we  think  it  best  to  move  from  hence  relying  in 
your  generosity  that  you  will  give  us  at  least  a  nights  lodging  or  until 
our  matters  are  cleared  up,  and  if  the  place  you  shall  appoint  for  us 
should  not  suit  us  so  extraordinary  well,  we  will  take  it  for  the  present 
as  it  is  and  be  contented.  We  shall  therefore  as  soon  as  possible  move 
with  our  Baggage  by  the  help  of  our  canoes  to  the  mouth  of  Sandusky, 
where  a  good  harbour  is  for  ships  and  I  request  the  favour  to  send  us 
a  vessel  or  two  to  bring  us  over  this  Lake  which  will  ever  be  thank- 
fully acknowledged  by  our  congregations  in  England  and  in  this  country 
but  especially 

Sir  by  your  most  obedient  &  humble  Servant 

(Signed)  Dav:  Leisberger. 

Col.  Alexr  McKee.  D. 

Indoreed:    47 

In  Lord  Dorchesters  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  84,  of  the  14th  Jane  1791. 

[  Q  50-1,  p  249  ] 


COL.   A.   MC  KEE  TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Alexander  McKee  Esqr    to  Sir  John  Johnson 

Bart,  dated  Detroit  April  1st  1791. 

"  I  am  honor'd  with  your  favour  of  the  21th  January  and  22d  Feb- 
ruary, the  former  by  the  winter  express,  and  the  latter  yesterday  by 
messengers  from  the  Grand  River;  and  shall  lose  no  time  in  communi- 
cating your  directions  therein  contained  in  such  manner  to  the  several 
nations  concerned  as  to  afford  the  most  probable  means  of  bringing 
about  the  desired  event,  to  which  end  I  propose  iuimediately  to  proceed 
to  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  on  the  Miamis  where  all  their  General  Meet- 
ings have  been  held  concerning  the  Indian  Interest,  and  where  only  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  Respectable  Indians  of  all  nations  can  be  con- 
veniently collected  to  deliberate  on  affairs  of  so  much  consequence  to 
this  country;  and  which  will  be  the  only  means  of  making  the  result  of 
their  Councils  full  and  permanent,  for  it  is  now  clearly  evinced  that  the 
Partial  Treaties  that  have  been  heretofore  held  with  them  has  been  the 
source  of  the  present  calamities. 

I  have  written  to  Capt  Brant  on  this  head  pointing  out  the  engage- 
ments between  the  five  Nations  and  Western  Indians,  and  the  part  the 
former  have  heretofore  taken  in  the  affairs  of  the  General  Indian  Con- 
federacy which  no  doubt  will  induce  him  with  some  of  the  most 
Respectable  Chiefs  of  the  Five  Nations  to  attend  the  perfecting  a  busi- 
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ness  so  essentially  necessary  to  the  Interest,  Welfare  &  happiness  of  the 
Indians  in  gsneral.  It  will  also  be  requisite  on  this  occasion,  as  well 
as  from  the  distressed  situation  of  the  Indians  to  be  a  little  more  liberal 
in  the  distribution  of  the  Provisions  and  other  necessaries  usual  delivered 
to  them  at  this  season  of  the  year,  which  I  trust  may  meet  yours  and 
the  Commander  in  Chief's  approbation." 

The  report  of  another  army  preparing  to  visit  the  Indian  Country 
from  Kentucky  has  reached  the  Indians  through  a  Prisoner  and  if  true 
I  fear  will  retard  this  Business  and  widen  the  Breach,  on  the  other 
hand  whilst  the  Indians  are  occupied  in  negotiation  many  hostilities 
will  be  restrained  on  their  part  which  otherwise  would  be  carried  on. 
No  attention  or  exertion  in  my  power  shall  be  wanting  to  carry  into 
effect  his  Lordship's  wish." 

D. 

ladoreed:    22. 

In  Lor(f  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Granville  No.  84  of  the  14th  June  1791. 

[  Q  50-1,  p  150  ] 


GEORGE   WASHINGTON   TO   BRIGADIER   GENERAL   RICHARD   BUTLER. 

Mount*  Vernon  April  7th  1791 
Sir 

The  necessity  of  placing  the  Organization  of  the  Virginia  Battalion 
of  Levies  upon  a  certain  footing  before  I  leave  Mount  Vernon  which 
I  shall  do  this  morning  has  induced  me  to  authorize  Colonel  Darck 
who  lives  near  Shepherds  town  in  Berkeley  County  to  appoint  all  the 
officers  to  the  Battalion  and  when  they  are  appointed  to  direct  the 
Major  to  repair  to  Philadelphia  to  receive  the  orders  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  other  officers  to  commence  the  recruiting  service. 

Should  Colonel  Stall  decline  and  Colonel  Darck  chuses  to  accept  he 
will  be  appointed  to  coi^imand  the  regiment. 

I  have  given  this  information  to  you  to  prevent  any  clashing  in  the 
measures  which  might  be  adopted  to  officer  the  battalion  and  as  it 
might  be  best  that  you  should  see  Colonel  Darck  as  soon  as  you  have 
finished  what  remains  to  be  done  in  Maryland  I  have  informed  him 
that  you  are  on  your  way  through  Maryland  to  Virginia  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  the  arrangements  of  both  battalions  informing  him 
26 
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that    he    is   in   the  mean  time   to    continue    the   service  which    I    have 

requested  him  to  perform. 

I  am  &,c& 
(Signed) 

G.  Washington 
Brigadier  General  Butler 

Indoreed:    No  8. 

[Q  58-1,  p  143] 


LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  COL.  A.  GORDON. 

Quebec  14th  April  1791. 
Sir, 

Notwithstanding  some  late  pacific  appearances  it  is  not  improbable 
that  armed  parties  may  again  make  their  appearance  in  the  Indian 
Country,  and  perhaps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  King's  posts. 

Common  prudence  therefore  requires  we  should  be  on  our  Guard,  and 
prepared  to  meet  all  events. 

'Tis  not  enough  that  the  posts  under  Your  Command  be  in  a 
thorough  state  of  defence,  you  must  be  prepared  to  march  forward 
should  the  turn  of  affairs  render  this  absolutely  necessary.  To  carry 
this  operation  into  effect  with  proper  importance  a  part  of  the  garrison 
of  each  of  the  Posts  of  Niagara  &  Detroit  with  a  considerable  draft 
from  the  militia  and  some  field  pieces  should  be  in  readiness  to  move 
upon  a  short  notice. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me,  with  what  force  you  think  you 
may  march  forward  from  Niagara,  and  with  what  force  from  Detroit, 
should  it  be  so  ordered,  and  what  you  may  still  want  for  this  purpose. 

The  Gunboats  and  King's  Vessels  should  likewise  be  ready  for  ser- 
vice  at  a  short  notice. 

I  am  &ca 
(signed) 

Dorchester 

D. 

Colonel  Gordon 

IndureeJ:    25. 

In  Lord  Dorcheiiter's  to  Lord  GreDville  No  84  of  the  14th  Jddo  1791. 

[Q  50-1,  p  158] 


ACT  FOR  PROMOTING  NAVIGATION  AND  TRADE.  203 

AN   ACT   TO   AMEND    AN   ACT    ENTITLED — ACT    FOR    PEOMOTING    THE   INLAND 
NAVIGATION    AND   TRADE   TO    THE   WESTERN   COUNTRY, 

[  From  the  Qaebec  Gazette  of  April  14th  1791.] 

Passed  llth  April  1791.     J.  Williams  C.  L.  C. 

Chap.  1. 

An  Act  To  explain  and  amend  the  Act  intitled,  '*  An  Act  or  Ordinance 
"  for  promoting  the  "  Inland  Navigation  "  and  to  promote  the  trade 
"  in  the  Western  Country. 

Preamble 


Royal 

Arms 


Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Commerce  which  it  was  the  intention  of  the  said  Ordi- 
nance to  encourage,  that  it  be  unclogged  with  any 
unnecessary  impediments. 
Efifect  of  the  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
m^*^ife  t^^  and  the  Legislative  Council,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  that  the  oath  to  the  manifest  of  the 
Cargo  of  such  vessels  trading  to  the  Western  Countries  which  by  the 
said  Act  are  required  to  have  Registers,  shall  suffice  as  to  such  articles 
as  are  not  shipped  upon  the  private  account  of  the  Chief  Nav- 
igator, if  he  shall  swear  that  the  quantities  and  qualities  are  in  his 
manifest  stated  according  to  his  Bills  of  Lading,  and  that  the  manifest 
doth  express  the  whole  thereof  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief,  and  likewise  every  article  of  trade  on  his  private  account  or 
on  account  of  any  person  whatsoever.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
Undocument-  Same  authority,  that  as  often  as  the  vessel  may  be  seized  for 
ed  Vessels  not  jjot  being  documented  as  by  the  Act  is  required,  it  shall  not 
confiscation,  expose  to  Confiscation  either  the  vessel  or  her  apparel  and 
furniture,  or  the  Property  therein,  or  any  of  the  Shippers, 
Proviso.  j2ot  being  privy  thereto,  or  concerned  therein,  provided  they 

shall  respectively  be  His  Majesty's   good  and   faithful  subjects  residing 
within  His  Dominions. 

But  for  the  prevention  of  Frauds  in  the  Navigation  and  Commerce 
aforesaid,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority,  that  as  often  as 
any  vessel  shall  be  found  sailing  on  the  interior  Lakes  or  Rivers,  from 
any  part  of  His  Majesty's  Territories,  not  documented  as  by  Law  directed. 
When  the  Cap-  the  Captain  or  Chief  Navigator  shall  not  only  be  answerable 
tain  shall  be     ^^  g^jj  ^^^  every  Person  and  Persons  who  may  receive  loss  and 

answerable.  ^     ^^  t  e  tt         i      j 

.  , .  Damage  thereby,  but  shall  incur  a  penalty  of   two  Hundred 

And  incor  a  =>  '"  f  J 

fine  of  £200.     Pounds  to  His  Majesty,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  auy 
Court  of  Justice  within  this  Province,  one  third  of  which  forfeiture  shall 
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belong  to  tlie  Person  or  Persons  suing  for  the  same;  And  for  the  more 
secure  recovery  thereof  such  Captain  or  Chief  Navigator  shall  be  detained 
or  imprisoned  until  he  shall  have  entered  into  recognizance  in  double 
the  said  Penalty,  with  two  sufficient  sureties  in  the  Judgement  of  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas  of  the  District  of  the  Port,  Post 
or  Place  to  which  he  may  be  brought,  personally  to  appear  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  within  one  year  from  date  of  such  recognizance,  there 
to  answer  to  any  suit  to  be  brought  against  him  for  the  said  Penalty, 
and  to  abide  the  Judgment  of  the  said  Court. 

In  caae  of  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  same  authority,  that  when- 

acqaittaior  ^^gj.  ^j^g  Court,  before  which  any  proceedings  may  be  had 
coeta  to  be  for  any  such  seizure  or  Penalty,  shall  give  judgment  for  the 
recovered  if  acquittal  of  the  Property  seized,  or  the  discharge  of  the 
^^^''q,  ^  Party  prosecuted,  but  shall  at  the  same  time  cause  to  be 
seizare  or  entered  in  the  minutes  of  the  Court,  that  the  Prosecutor  had 
prosecntion  be  j-g^gQ^^i^ig  cause  for  making  the  seizure  or  commencing  the 

inserted  in  the  °  " 

minnte.  Same   suit,  the   owner   or    Defendant   shall   not  recover   any 

Damages  or  Costs  against  any  person  concerned  in  such  seizure  or 
prosecution. 

No  licence  for  And  to  the  end  that  the  Trade  to  the  Western  Districts 
trading  necee-  ^^Q  Indian  Countries  may  be  free  and  open  to  all  His 
Majesty's  Inland  Dominions  and  Territories  whatsover. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  same  Authority,  that  from  and  after  the  publi- 
cation of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  for  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Subjects,  carrying  on  Trade,  or  other  stated  Residents  of  this  Province, 
to  take  out  any  where  or  from  any  Person  or  Persons  any  Licence, 
Pass  Permit  or  other  writing  whatsoever,  for  going  into  or  trading  with 
the  Indians  or  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Countries  or  Counties  of 
this  Province,  or  Territories  whatsoever,  or  for  the  carrying  or  conveying 
thither  or  elsewhere,  in  Boats,  Battoes,  or  Canoes  any  goods,  wares  or 
Merchandize,  or  Provisions,  or  other  effects  not  specifically  prohibited, 
or  for  returning  with  the  same  or  any  Part  thereof,  or  with  the  Produce 
in  Bever  Furs  or  skins  or  such  other  effects  as  may  be  legally  carried, 
transported  or  imported,  nor  to  subject  Traders  to  take  Licences  for 
the  sale  of  Strong  Lic^uors  to  the  Indians  except  at  a  fixed  Residence 
Nor  for  the  in  a  Settled  Part  of  the  Province  for  keeping  a  House  of 
•ale  of  Strong  py^jjig  Entertainment,  as  is  required  by  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign 
entitled  "  An  Act  to  establish  a  Fund  towards  further 
"  defraying  the  charges  of  the  Administration  of  Justice  and  support 
'*  of  the  Civil  Government  within  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  America," 
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any  Law,  Ordinance  or  Regulation  of  this  Province  heretofore  made  or 
passed  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided   always    nevertheless,  and   be  it    enacted  by   the 

Proviso 

same  authority,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being, 
How  the  Trade  ^y  ^^^  ^^^^  *^®  advice  and  consent  of  His  Majesty's 
maybe  Council,  to    restrain   the  Trade  and    Commerce   to  any  Part 

restrained  ^^  Place  of  the  Said  Western  Countries  and  Inland  Terri- 
tories and  regulate  the  same  with  any  of  the  Indian  Tribes,  or  other 
Inhabitants  thereof,  and  likewise  to  restrain  and  regulate  the  sale  and 
distribution  of  Spirituous  Liquors  in  all  Forts  and  Garrisons  and  other 
places  where  Indians  resort  and  of  Arms,  Ammunition  and  other  war- 
like Naval  Stores,  when  and  so  often  as  the  Public  Safety  and  Peace 
may  require,  declaring  the  same  from  time  to  time  by  Proclamation 
under  the  Great  Seal. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  the  accidents  that  happen  to  Canoes,  the 
Property  therein,  and  the  navigators  thereof  in  the  dangerous  Passage 
down  the  Rapids  of  the  Outawais  or  Great  River,  between  the  Lower 
Carrying-place  of  the  Chaudiere  and  the  Allumets,  by  reasons  of  Per- 
sons selling  Spirituous  Liquors  to  the  Canoe-men,  thereby  intoxicating 
them,  and  rendering  them  incapable  to  conduct  and  manage  the  Canoes 
in  the  said  Rapids,  to  the  great  Injury  of  the  Trade  and  the  risk  of 
the  Lives  of  the  Navigators. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid,  that  every  Person 
who  shall  be  convicted  before  any  one  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace 
No  Liquors  to  upon  the  oath  of  the  Informer  and  one  more  credible 
be  sold  or         Wituess,  of  having  sold  or  given  any    Spirituous  Liquors  to 

given  to  the  r\  • 

Canoe-men  any  Canoe  man  in  his  passage  down  the  Outawais  or  Great 
coming  down  River,  between  the  Lower  Carrying-place  of  the  Chaudiere 
theOatawais  ^nd  the  place  called  the  Allumets,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
River  gum  of   Tweutv  Pounds  and  lose  the  benefit  of  his  Licence, 

if  any  he  has,  for  selling  Spirituous  Liquors,  which  Penalty  may  be 
sued  and  recovered  summarily  before  one  or  more  Justices  of  the 
Peace  and  applied  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  is  made  Penal  to  settle  in  the  Indian  Villages  with- 
out a  Licence,  by  an  Act  or  Ordinance  of  -this  Province  passed  in  the 
seventeenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign  'entitled  "An  Ordinance  to 
"  prevent  the  selling  of  Strong  Liquors  to  Indians  in  the  Province  of 
**  Quebec,  as  also  to  deter  Persons  from  buying  their  arms  or  cloathing, 
"  and  for   other   purposes  relative    to   the    Trade  and   Intercourse  with 
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"  the  said  Indians," — Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  Authority, 
TK   r>  -!•„„  „  that  uothintj:  in  the  said  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  affect  such 

The  Ordinance  '^ 

of  1777  not  to  as  are  lawfully  employed  in  the  Inland  Commerce,  or  such 
affect  Persons  ^^  fgaoj-t    to  this   Province    with    the  intention    bona  fide  of 

employed  in  *' 

the  Inland  Settling  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown,  and  who  are  in  the 
Commerce  or    Qourse   to  couform    to  the   Regulations    by    the  Government 

those  settling 

on  the  Waste  for  that  purpose  made  and  established  so  declare  upon  Oath 
Lands  of  the  when  thereunto  required,  or  to  any  other  His  Majesty's 
liege  Subjects,  but  to  such  only  as  not  being  His  Majesty's 
subjects  shall  arrive  at  any  Port,  Post  or  Place  where  any  Magistrate  may 
reside,  and  shall  not  within  twenty  four  hours  hereafter  take  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  being  required,  and  shall  refuse  to 
take  the  Oath  in  this  clause  first  above-mentioned,  such  Defaulter  shall 
incur  a  Penalty  of  Ten  Pounds,  and  may  be  committed  and  proceeded 
against  as  concerned  in  illicit  Trade. 

Provided  always  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  all  persons 
to  pass  and  repass  any  Part  of  this  Province,  with  a  permission  under 
Proviso  the  Signature  of  such  Person  as  shall  be  authorized  to  grant 

the  same  by  any  instrument  to  be  issued  by  the  Governor  or  Com- 
mander in  Chief  for  the  time  being  under  his  Hand  and  Seal  at 
Arms,  such  Person  conforming  to  the  Conditions,  Hegulations  and 
Terms  in  his  Permission  prescribed  or  expressed. 

Proviso  Provided  also,  that    nothing  in  this    or  the    above-mentioned 

Act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  Vessel  navigating  without  a 
Beepecting  manifest,  Pass,  or  clearance  from  the  Head  of  the  Bay  of 
VesTOknot^^^  Qjjjj^^y  Q^  gjjy  Qther  part  of  the  District  of  Luneburg,  and 
isieofTonty.  not  passiug  beyoud  the  Islands  called  the  Grand  Isle  and 
Isle  of  Tonty  to  the  Southward  and   Eastward. 

Dorchester. 
[Q  50-2,  p  600] 


A   COUNCIL   RELATIVE   TO  THE   UNITED   STATES    INDIANS. 

Niagara  Uth  April  1791. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  a  Messaice  with  a  Belt,  from  the  Chiefs  of  Buffaloe 
Creek,  requesting  myself  and  the  other  persons  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment to  attend  at  a  Council  to  be  held  at  that  place,  stating  that  some 
persons  in  authority  from  the  United  States  was  to  be  there,  and  that 
they  wished  me  to  hear  what  lie  had  to  say. 


COUNCIL.  RELATIVE   TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  INDAINS.        207 

The  Commanding  officer  thinking  it  proper  for  me  to  comply  with 
their  request,  I  left  this  place  on  the  14th  Inst  and  proceeded  to  Fort 
Erie.  The  loth  I  dispatched  Mr.  Johnston,  Interpreter  across  the  River 
to  Buffaloe  Creek,  to  know  if  the  chiefs  were  prepared  for  the  Council, 
but  finding  they  were  not  ready,  I  did  not  think  it  requisite  to  cross 
the  Eiver  until  they  could  assemble.  I  remained  at  Fort  Erie  the  16th. 
The  17th  I  went  to  Bujffaloe  Creek  accompanied  by  Captain  Burrough, 
commanding  Fort  Erie,  when  a  few  of  the  chiefs  met  me  and  told  me 
that  they  could  not  be  ready  in  less  than  two  days  as  their  people  were 
a  great  deal  scattered. 

On  the  19th  we  met  in  Council  when  I  addressed  them  as  follows. 

Brothers, 

Agreeable  to  your  request  I  am  now  come  to  meet  you,  and  am  ready 
to  attend  to  what  you  have  to  say,  I  now  return  you  the  Belt  of 
invitation. 

The  Farmer's  Brother  the  principal  Seneca  Chief  Speaker — 

Brothers, 

We  return  Lieut  Colonel  Gordon  and  yourself  our  sincere  thanks 
for  your  readiness  in  complying  with  our  request,  your  attendance  at  this 
place.  We  are  also  happy  that  Capt  Brant  was  at  Niagara  when  you 
received  our  message  and  you  took  him  by  the  hand  and  brought  him 
with  you. 

The  usual  ceremony  of  condolence  was  then  performed. 

Brothers, 

At  the  time  when  we  sent  you  a  message,  requesting  you  to  meet 
us  in  this  council,  we  received  word  from  O'Bale,  that  a  great  man  from 
the  Governor  of  New  York  accompanied  by  a  French  gentleman  would 
be  here  in  the  space  of  three  days  time  upon  business  of  importance 
with  us,  and  as  we  wished  to  do  no  Business  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  King  our  Father,  we  sent  for  you  to  be  present  in  order  to  hear 
what  they  might  have  to  say.  We  are  sorry  for  the  disappointment  as 
they  are  not  come  agreeable  to  the  word  we  received. 

Colonel  Butler  then  asked  them  if  they  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
business  that  this  great  man  was  coming  upon?  To  which  the  speaker 
replied  they  had  heard  a  little  about  it. 

They  understood  that  part  of  his  business  was  to  inform  them  that 
the  Americans  and  the  Western  Nations  are  now  at  War,  and  that  he 
wished  to  consult  with  the  Six  Nations  on  this  afiPair  and  to  take  them 
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by  the  hand,  and  hoped  they  would  accompany  him  to  the  Westward 
in  order  to  make  a  peace  with  those  Indians  and  the  United  States. 

Lieut  Colonel  Butler  informed  them  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  this  American  the  time  of  which  appeared  uncertain 
but  hoped  when  he  did  arrive  and  the  Chiefs  knew  the  business  he  was 
come  upon,  that  they  would  without  loss  of  time  dispatch  two  or  three 
of  their  principal  chiefs  to  inform  him  of  it,  to  which  they  immediately 
assented. 

The  Corn  Killer  a  principal  Seneca  Chief  then  produced  the  annex'd 
speeches  from  Timothy  Pickering  Commissioner  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States  which  they  received  last  fail  at  Tioga  and  requested  they  might 
be  publickly  read. 

Captain  Brant  then  addressed  them  as  follows. 
Brothers, 

As  we  the  Six  Nations  have  received  many  invitations  from  our 
Brethren  to  the  Westward  the  Chiefs  of  the  Grand  River  give  their 
advice  and  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  for  some  of  us  to  go  to  see  them 
as  Visitors,  and  to  know  what  they  are  about,  I  recommend  this  matter 
to  you,  and  propose  going  myself  as  one. 

Farmers  Brother  Speaker. 

Bbothers, 

As  the  day  is  far  spent  and  we  have  something  further  to  say,  we 
propose  deferring  it  till  to-morrow  morning  when  we  will  meet  you  again 
in  Council. 

20th.  The  Council  having  met  the  Fish  Carrier  spoke  as  follows, 
addressing  himself  to  Captain  Brant. 

Brothers, 

We  highly  approve  of  your  advice  respecting  a  visit  of  our  Western 
Brethren.  I  speak  in  behalf  of  three  nations  vizt  the  Cayugas,  Tusca- 
roras,  and  Teddioghronies. 

The  Chiefs  of  the  Senecas  and  Ouondagoes  then  approved  of  Capt. 
Brant's  Proposal  in  the  same  manner. 

They  then  appointed  the  grandson  of  the  late  Syengaraghta  to  the 
place  of  that  chief,  after  which  the  Council  broke  up. 

[  Q  50-1,  p  167  ] 
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GOV.    A.    ST.  CLAIR   TO   THE   DELAWARE    NATION. 

To  Captain  Pipe  and  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Delaware  Nation. 

Brothers, 

It  gave  me  great  pain  when  I  heard  of  the  murder  of  some  of  your 
people,  who  were  pea,ceably  selling  their  peltries  at  Beaver  Creek,  by 
some  bad  White  People.  I  assure  you  brothers,  my  heart  bleeds  for 
them,  and  could  you  see  it,  you  would  find  nothing  but  good  therein 
towards  the  Delawares. 

Brothers, 

The  President  of  the  United  States  will  be  very  angry  at  this  affair, 
and  the  people  who  committed  the  murder,  will  certainly  be  brought  to 
punishment,  be  assured  my  brothers,  that  it  is  held  by  Grovernment  and 
by  all  good  people  in  the  utmost  abhorrence,  and  that  it  will  be  pun- 
ished in  the  same  manner,  as  if  it  had  been  so  many  white  people  they 
had  killed;  and  the  Grovernor  of  Pensylvania  whose  proclamation  I  send 
you,  that  you  may  see  how  much  it  is  disapproved  of  has  offered  a 
thousand  dollars  for  the  taking  of  any  of  them  that  were  concerned  in  it. 

A  String  of  White  Wampum. 
Brothers, 

This  is    a  very  unfortunate   affair    and   has  happened    at   a  very  bad 

time  when  we  hoped  that  from  the  misfortunes  which  befel  some  of  the 

Indian  nations  last  Fall,  they   might    have  wished  for  peace;    and  that 

we  might  have  all  lived  together  in  this  land  which  has  given  us  birth, 

like  Brothers.      But   you  Brothers    have   likewise   killed  a  great   many 

white  people  and  taken  others  away  prisoners;  Tho  the  Government  and 

all  good  people  are  very  angry  that  your  people  have  been  killed,  they 

are  very  angry  likewise,  that  our  people  have  been  killed. 

A  String  of  Black  &  White  Wampum. 

Brothers, 

You  may  say  that  the  mischief  that  has  been  done  to  us  was  not 
done  by  you,  but  by  other  bad  Indians,  but  you  promised  me  that  you. 
would  give  us  notice  when  any  parties  of  bad  Indians,  came  to  do  mis- 
chief to  our  people,  had  you  done  this,  the  mischief  would  probably  not 
have  happened  to  either,  and  certainly  would  not  have  happened  to  you; 
for  we  should  have  known  that  you  were'  our  true  friends,  and  nobody 
would  have  done  you  any  harm,  but  on  the  contrary,  everybody  would 
have  been  kind  to  you  and  have  taken  care  of  you. 
27 
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Brothers, 

We  promised  each  other  further  that  when  any  mischief  was  done 
on  either  side,  we  would  complain  of  it,  and  that  the  f^uilty  persons 
should  be  given  up  to  be  punished.  Had  you  made  your  complaint,  and 
not  taken  revenge  at  your  own  hands,  those  people  who  murdered  yours, 
would  have  suffered  before  this  time;  but  now,  that  you  have  revenged 
yourselves  it  has  become  more  difficult,  you  know  brothers  that  there 
are  foolish  bad  people  among  you  and  there  are  some  amongst  us  too — 
when  any  of  them  do  mischief  if  we  return  mischief  for  mischief  to  each 
other,  we  can  never  have  peace  long.  Let  us  both  remember  the  prom- 
ises we  made  and  do  our  best  to  prevent  and  restrain  the  bad  people 
on  both  sides,  and  when  in  spite  of  all  we  can  do,  it  does  happen,  let 
us  make  a  just  and  reasonable  satisfaction  to  each  other  by  bringing  the 
guilty  persons  to  due  punishment,  as  we  have  solemnly  promised. 

A  String  of  White  Wampum. 

Brothers, 

When  the  Shawanese  &  Miamis  forced  us  last  year  to  make  war 
upon  them,  I  informed  you  what  we  were  going  to  do,  &  warned  you 
to  keep  yourselves  at  a  distance  from*  them,  for  the  United  States  did 
not  wish  that  any  harm  should  come  to  the  Delawares.  This  was  agree- 
able to  the  promise  we  made  you  at  the  treaty  of  Muskingum,  and  what 
the  United  States  promise,  they  will  surely  perform.  Brothers,  the 
United  States  have  again  given  those  nations  an  offer  of  peace — if  they 
will  hearken  to  it  all  may  be  well  yet,  if  they  will  not  hearken  to  it, 
take  my  advice  my  Brothers,  (which  comes  from  a  sincere  heart  that  is 
good  towards  you  the  Delawares)  sit  still  at  home  and  leave  them  to 
themselves;  why  should  you  involve  yourselves  in  their  ruin. 

Brothers, 

If  the  Shawanese  S:  Miamis  are  for  peace,  they  will  send  to  me  at 
Fort  Washington  very  soon,  I  have  given  them  a  little  time  to  consider 
of  it;  If  the  friends  of  your  people  who  were  killed  at  Beaver  Creek, 
will  come  to  that  place  at  that  time,  I  will  satisfy  them  for  what  the 
bad  people  robbed  them  of,  for  so  I  am  ordered  by  the  Presidtiit  of  the 
United  States. 

Brothekh, 

With  this  Wampum  I  wash  away  the  tears  from  your  cyeH  and  from 
our  eyes  for  the  loss  of  our  brothers.      I  bury  their  bones  deep  in  the 
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earth  and  strew  leaves  and  earth  over  their  blood  that  neither  of  us  may 
ever  be  troubled  at  the  sight  of  them  hereafter.     Farewell. 

(Signed)  Ak.  St  Clair 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
North  West  of  River  Ohio. 
Fort  Harmar  20th  April  1791. 

,[  Q  52,  p  244  ] 
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War  Department  April  21st  1791. 

ISiR, 

I  write  this  letter  to  meet  you  by  hazard. 

Colonel  Drake  accepts  the  command  which  you  probably  know. 
One    hundred  and  thirteen  suits  of    clothing  and   tents  for  one  com- 
pany, were   sent   from    this    city   yesterday   by   land,  to    Winchester  in 
Virginia  &  the  same  quantity  to  Hagerstown,  and  the  quantities  neces- 
sary to  complete  each  Battalion  will  be  forwarded  in  ten  days  hence. 

I  have  not  received  any  information  of  the  Levies  of  this  State- 
part  of  the  clothing  has  been  forwarded  and  the  remainder  will  follow 
in  quick  succession- 
One  hundred  levies  of  the  Jersey  Battalion  will  march  from  Trenton 
on  the  25th  or  26th  and  about  the  same  time  the  companies  of  Arm- 
strong  and  of  the  State  of  Delaware;  and  I  shall  to  morrow  send  some 
person  to  march  those  who  shall  be  in  Carlisle,  much  injury  has  arisen 
for  want  of  a  Major  at  that  place. 

I  pray  you  to  make  every  arrangement  in  Virginia  and  Maryland 
entire  and  enjoin  on  the  commanding  officers  a  correspondence  with 
me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &ca 

(Signed) 

J.  Knox 

Secy,  of  War. 
Major  General   Butler. 

Indorsed:— No  11. 

[Q  58-1,  p  147] 


212  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

LT.    COL.    BUTLER   TO   SIR    JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Colonel  Butler,  Deputy  Agent  of 
Indian  Affairs — dated  Niagara — 24th  April  1791. 

"  About  the  Ist  Instant  I  received  Intelligence  by  two  Indians  from 
Buffaloe  Creek  that  a  Party  of  Chippewas  from  Cayahago  river  on 
Lake  Erie  had  killed  the  Americans  at  Cassawago  on  the  Venango 
river  about  fifty  miles  from  Presqu'  Isle,  and  had  sent  threatening 
messages  to  the  Six  Nations,  which  alarms  them  a  good  deal,  as  the 
Chippewas  are  still  about  Presqu'  Isle  and  say  they  are  very  angry 
with  the  Six  Nations  for  their  Deceit." 

"  On  the  10th  Instant  I  received  a  Belt  of  invitation  from  the  Chiefs 
of  Buffaloe  Creek,  requesting  Colonel  Gordon,  myself  and  the  Indian 
Department,  to  meet  them  in  Council  at  the  place  in  the  space  of 
three  days,  as  they  expected  a  visit  from  O'Bale,  who  was  conducting 
to  their  Council  Fire,  a  great  man  from  the  Governor  of  New  York, 
accompanied  by  a  French  Gentleman,  and  that  they  wished  me  to  hear 
what  these  people  had  to  say.  Colonel  Gordon  thinking  it  necessary 
for  me  to  comply  with  the  request,  I  accordingly  left  this  with  Capt. 
Brant,  but  was  much  disappointed  as  I  was  detained  there  a  long  time 
almost  to  no  purpose,  I  enclose  you  their  speeches  to  me  on  that 
occasion.  Capt  Brant  left  this  yesterday  and  means  to  proceed  to 
Detroit,  which  the  Five  Nations  have  approved  of  as  you  will  see  by 
their  speech.  This  vessel  sailing  immediately  on  my  return  prevents 
me  from  having  my  dispatches  compleated  to  go  by  her,  I  have 
annexed  a  copy  of  all  the  American  Speeches  for  your  Information. 
The  day  before  I  left  Buffaloe  Creek  a  nephew  of  O'Bale  came  in  and 
added  to  the  above  Intelligence  that  it  was  not  from  one  State,  that 
the  Council  was  to  be  with,  but  that  a  number  of  Americans  were 
coming  to  the  Council  at  least  one  or  two  from  each  State,  and  that 
their  Business  with  the  Six  Nations  was  to  take  them  by  the  hand  and 
endeavor  to  get  them  to  accompany  them  to  the  Western  Indians  in. 
order  to  effect  a  peace  with  those  Indians  and  the  United  States. 

D. 

Sir  John  Johnson 

Bart. 

Indorsed:    29. 

Id  Lord  Uorchcuters  to  Lonl  iirfDvillo  No  M  of  14th  .Jnne  1791. 
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COL.    A.    MCKEE   TO    SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Ml  AMIES  Rapids  April  29tli  1791. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  at  this  place  some  time  past  endeavoring  to  promote  the 
meeting  proposed,  in  order  to  bring  the  Indians  to  some  decisive 
determination  on  the  means  most  likely  to  facilitate  a  favourable  termina- 
tion to  the  unhappy  troubles  in  this  country;  but  the  preparations 
apparently  making  on  both  sides,  with  the  Hostilities  committing  also 
by  both,  tends  daily  to  widen  the  Breach,  and  remove  to  a  greater 
distance  so  desirable  an  event. 

I  shall  however  remain  here  as  long  as  there  is  a  probability  of 
effecting  anything  amongst  them  conformable  to  Your  Instructions. 

The  inclosed  Speeches,  which  the  Hurons  have  received  from  Mus- 
kingum were  delivered  to  me  yesterday  and  would  certainly  answer  a 
very  good  purpose,  had  they  not  been  accompanied  at  the  same  time 
with  accounts  of  the  detention  of  several  Indians  who  went  there  to 
Trade.  Some  of  whom  are  now  present  who  made  their  escape  from 
thence;  added  to  this  there  is  a  Report  confirmed  by  Prisoners  that 
there  is  actually  a  considerable  Force  in  motion  to  enter  again  the 
Indian  Country,  corroborated  by  an  intercepted  Letter  herewith  sent  you, 
the  2000  new  Leveys  mentioned  in  it  under  the  command  of  General 
R.  Butler,  is  evidently  destined  for  service  in  the  Indian  Country,  his 
knowledge  of  it  from  having  formerly  traded  among  them  it  is  probable 
will  bring  him  early  into  some  part  of  it.  I  have  just  received  infor- 
mation that  the  Indians  have  taken  Sundry  Boats  on  the  Ohio  with  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  plunder,  these  being  the  most  material  circum- 
stances which  I  have  at  present  to  inform  you  of,  have  the  honor  to 
conclude  with  the  Greatest  Respect. 
Dear  Sir, 
Tour  faithful  &  obedt  Servant 

(Signed)  A.  MoKee. 

Sir  John  Johnson  ' 

Bart 

I   hope  on  my  return  to  Detroit  if    my    private  affairs  would  require 

it  that  you'll  have  no  objection  to  my  going  to  Canada. 

D. 

Indorsed:    41. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No  84  of  the  14th  Jane  1791. 
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GOV.    A.   ST.    CLAIR     TO    THE    CfllEFS   AND    WARRIORS  OF    WYANDOT     NATION. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Weyondote   Nation. 
My  Friends, 

By  Mr  Meigs  I  some  time  ago  sent  Information  to  you  of  the 
Expedition  which  was  intended  against  the  Shawanese  &  Miamies,  but 
none  of  you  were  at  home,  no  doubt  the  Speech  was  delivered  to  you 
on  your  return,  as  it  was  left  at  your  Town,  but  I  have  not  heard  from 
you  since;  nor  from  the  Delawares,  which  does  surprize  me  a  little. 

The  Shawanese  and  Miamies  my  friends  have  long  been  very  fool- 
ish. You  may  well  remember  your  having  told  me  yourselves  that  they 
were  foolish  nation;  that  you  would  send  to  them  once  more,  and  give 
them  good  council,  and  Dewintal  was  appointed  to  go  upon  the  Busi- 
ness; and  that  if  they  would  not  hearken  to  you,  we  must  whip  them. 
I  do  not  know  Dewental  was  received;  But  I  know  very  well  they  did 
not  follow  Your  Council,  for  they  became  every  day  worse  and  worse, 
till  the  Resentment  of  the  United  States  was  roused  against  them,  and 
they  directed  them  to  be  punished.  It  was  to  acquaint  you  with  that 
circumstance,  and  to  make  you  and  the  Delawares  easy  in  your  minds, 
with  regard  to  the  force  that  was  assembling  (as  we  had  promised  each 
other)  that  I  sent  Mr  Meigs. 

The  United  States  my  Brothers  always  keep  their  words  with  all  the 
world. 

Brothers, 

I  am  sorry  for  the  Shawanese  and  Miamies — they  have  brought  great 
trouble  upon  themselves.  But  I  had  pleasure  on  being  informed  that 
the  Weyondots  and  Delawares  kept  themselves  at  a  distance  from  them 
and  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  it  would  pain  me  much 
brothers  if  any  evil  should  befall  the  Weyondots. 

Brothers, 

I  likewise  sent  a  Speech  to  the  Ottawas  and  one  to  the  Chippawas 
by  our  Chief  Warrior,  but  he  could  not  get  them  sent  forward  and 
brought  them  back  to  me.  I  now  send  them  to  your  care,  and  reijuest 
you  to  give  that  to  the  Ottawas  to  Niqushaway,  and  the  other  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Chipawas.  It  is  right  our  friends  should  know  what  we 
are  doing  and  as  the  United  States  will  ever  act  with  perfect  good 
faith,  they  having  nothing  to  conceal.  They  do  not  even  now  hate  the 
Shawanese  cfe  Miamies  and  if  they  would  come  to  their  senses,  and  do 
what    is   just  nnd    right,  they  would    take    them    into    their    friendship, 


GOVERNOR  ST.  CLAIR  TO  CHIEF  NEGUSHWAY.       215 

this  you  may  tell  them,  but  they  are  a  foolish  People,  and  always  have 
been  so.     I  fear  they  will  never  do  what  is  good  for  themselves. 

Brothers, 

My    love     for    the    Weyondots    continues,    and     I    hope     ever   will. 

Farewell,  from  your  friend. 

(Signed) 

Ar.  St  Clair 

Governor  of    the    new  territory  of    the  United    States    Northward   of 
the  Ohio. 


"  String  of  White  Wampum." 

lorsed :    42. 

In  Lord  Dorchestei 
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In  Lord  Dorchesters  to  Lord  Grenville  No  84  of  the  14th  June  1791. 


GOV.    A.   ST.   CLAIR   TO   NEGUSHWAY     THE    PRINCIPAL   CHIEF   OF   THE   OTTAWA 

NATION. 

To  Negushway  the  Principal  Chief  of  the  Ottawa  Nation. 

Brother, 

With  this  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  speech  I  sent  to  you  by 
our  Chief  Warrior  when  he  led  the  Army  against  the  Shawanese  &  Mia- 
mies,  he  could  not  find  an  opportunity  to  forward  it  and  brought  it  back 
to  me. 

Brother, 

I  was  very  sorry  when  he  brought  it  back  because  if  you  had 
received  it,  you  would  have  known  that  no  mischief  was  intended  against 
your  nation. 

Brother, 

I  send  it  to  you  now  that  you  may  be  sensible  of  the  Honest  man- 
ner in  which  the  United  States  conduct  themselves  and  place  confidence 
in  what  they  tell  you.  Brother  they  will  keep  their  word  with  you,  and 
every  other  nation,  they  hold  fast  the  chain  of  Friendship  between  them 
and  the  Ottawas. 

Brothers, 

I  am  sorry  for  the  mischiefs  the  Shawanese  &  Miamies  and  some 
of  the  people  of  the  Wabash  have  brought  upon  themselves  and  took 
great  pains  with  them  to  prevent  their  drawing  down  the  vengeance  of 
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the  United  States  but  they  were  deaf  and  would  not  hear — I  told  them 
what  would  surely  be  the  consequence  but  it  was  still  the  same,  because 
the  Injuries  they  committed  were  not  punished  immediately  they  imai^- 
ined  perhaps  that  the  United  States  were  afraid  of  them  and  that  they 
mi<^ht  do  to  their  people  whatever  they  pleased. 

The  United  States  are  steady  in  their  friendships,  they  are  not  easily 
provoked,  but  when  they  are  provoked  terrible  in  their  Resentment. 

I  told  truth  Brothers  when  I  said  that  they  loved  peace  and  be  assured 
that  I  will  never  tell  you  a  lie,  they  know  war  to  be  a  great  evil  and 
avoid  it  as  long  as  it  is  possible,  but  they  are  not  afraid  of  it,  and  why 
my  Brothers  should  the  Bed  and  White  people  destroy  one  another,  are 
they  not  brothers,  has  not  the  same  earth  of  this  Continent  given  birth 
to  both  of  them  and  is  it  not  sufficient  to  nourish  both,  why  then  should 
they  not  be  friends.  They  ask  nothing  but  justice  and  will  render  jus- 
tice to  all  men,  for  without  it  Peace  which  is  the  greatest  good  can  not 
long  subsist,  follow  it  then  and  the  United  States  will  love  you  and 
cherish  you,  hold  fast  the  chain  of  friendship  and  we  can  be  of  advantage 
to  each  other. 

Brother, 

I  am  afraid  some  of  your  people  have  been  foolish,  your  nation  is 
a  good  deal  dispersed,  and  they  all  look  up  to  you,  some  of  the  Chiefs 
of  the  villages  do  as  they  please,  give  them  good  Council  Brothers,  why 
should  they  bring  mischief  upon  themselves. 

Brother, 

L'Agesse  who  lives  on  the  Isle  aux  Nois  Biver  came  to  see  me  when 
I  was  in  that  Country  he  owned  that  he  had  been  foolish,  and  said  that 
it  was  the  English  that  set  him  on. 

Brother, 

The  English  and  the  Americans  are  at  peace,  and  you  know  well  enough 
that  the  Commanding  officer  at  Detroit  has  told  you  that  you  must  not 
hurt  the  Americans.  Brothers  it  is  the  English  traders  that  set  your 
people  on  to  mischief,  and  do  you  not  see  why  they  do  so.  It  is  this 
if  once  matter  were  perfectly  settled  between  the  Red  People  and  the 
United  States,  the  Americans  would  carry  goods  to  your  towns  to  buy 
your  skins  and  the  English  be  obliged  to  sell  you  cheaper  than  they  do 
now.  If  they  can  get  your  Skins  cheap  they  do  not  care  either  what 
happens  to  the  Red  People  or  to  the  Americans,  as  long  as  they  tempt 
some  of  your  foolish  young  men  to  do  mischief,  they  are  sure  that  the 
Americans  will  not  go  among  you  and  so  they  will  have  all  your  trade 
to  themselves. 
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Come  and  see  me  Brother,  you  may  do  it  in  perfect  security,  the  Weyon- 
dots  and  the  Delawares  come  frequently,  ask  them  how  they  are  received, 
the  Fire  still  burns  bright  and  the  ground  is  clean  swept  around  it, 
there  is  neither  Thorn  nor  Brier  in  all  the  way  between  us.  All  my 
people  will  be  pleased  to  see  you  often  and  it  will  make  my  heart  glad 
to  take  you  by  the  hand,  and  to  smoke  with  you  under  the  Tree  of 
Peace  which  I  planted,  and  will  continue  to  water  till  its  branches  over- 
"shadow  all  nations  that  inhabit  this  land. 

Brother, 

I  send  you  a  string  of  White  Wampum  with  this,  likewise  that  you 
may  know  and  understand  that  the  heart  of  the  United  States  is  clear 
and  right  towards  you,  there  is  not  a  spot  of  black  in  it  no  more  than 
there  is  in  this  Wampum. 

From  your  friend 

(Signed)  Ar.  St.  Clair 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  North  West  of  the  Ohio. 


(This  speech  is  not  dated)  D. 

lorsed:    44. 

la  Lord  Dorchester's  ti 
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Indorsed:    44. 

la  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Granville  No.  84,  of  the  14th  Jane  1791. 


■  GOV.   A.    ST   CLAIR   TO   THE   WYANDOT   NATION. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Wyondot  Nation. 

Brothers, 

It  is  now. a  long  time  that  I  have  not  heard  from  you,  tho'  I  have 
sent  you  several  messages — Brothers,  have  you  so  soon  forgot  the 
promises,  that  passed  between  us  at  this  place,  that  we  should  live 
together  in  peace  and  harmony  and  constantly  inform  each  other  of 
what  was  going  forward. 

Brothers, 

Since  I  saw  any  of  you  a  great  deal  of  mischief  has  been  done 
upon  this  River  and  other  places.  I  hope  it  is  not  true  that  the 
Wyondots  have  had  any  hand  in  it.  I  should  be  sorry  that  it  was 
true,  because  I  love  the  Wyondots  and  wish  to  do  them  good  and  I 
could  not  if  they  joined  in  the  mischief. 
28 
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Brothers, 

When  the  Shawaueee  k  Miamis  forced  us  to  make  war  upon  them 
last  year,  I  sent  to  you  and  informed  you  that  we  were  going  so  to  do, 
and  warned  you  to  keep  yourselves  at  a  distance  from  them  lest  harm 
should  come  to  you  that  was  not  intended  for  you  if  any  harm  did 
come  to  you,  it  was  your  own  fault,  not  ours,  because  you  did  not 
follow  the  good  advice  I  gave  you,  in  consequence  of  the  promises  we 
made  to  each  other;  But  how  have  you  kept  your  promises.  Have 
you  given  me  any  notice  of  the  parties  that  were  coming  in  to  do  us 
mischief.     No.     My    Brothers,  Your  own  young  men  have  joined  in  it. 

Brothers, 

"Where  is  the  Tache  &  Shandutty  &  Dewintate  and  your  other 
wise  men?  Are  they  all  dead,  or  are  they  became  fools  likewise. 
Believe  me  my  friends  k  I  never  did,  nor  ever  will  tell  you  a  lie,  the 
friendship  of  the  United  States  is  not  to  be  slighted — they  will 
religiously  observe  every  promise  they  have  made  to  you,  and  they 
will  &  do  expect  that  you  will  keep  &  perform  the  promises  you  have 
made  to  them — think  well  on  this  matter,  your  own  interest  <fe  happi- 
ness is  concern'd  in  it.  I  call  upon  these  3  chiefs  by  name,  because  I 
know  them  &  upon  all  your  wise  men  &  warn  them  as  they  regard 
the  welfare  of  themselves,  of  your  women  &  children  &  of  your  nation 
to  keep  back  your  young  men  and  to  hold  fast  by  the  chain  of  friend- 
ship that  was  put  into  their  hands  for  you  all  at  this  place. 

Brothers, 

Some  of  your  people  were  detained  here,  the  design  was  to  keep 
them  safe  until  my  arrival,  but  they  took  fright  «fe  run  away,  I  assure 
you  no  harm  was  intended  them,  but  had  they  been  allowed  to  go 
abroad,  where  they  pleased,  when  the  other  Indians  were  doing 
mischief,  they  might  have  been  hurt.  We  do  not  allow  our  friends 
who  came  to  us  in  confidence  to  be  hurt  A  if  they  had  not  run  away 
I  would  have  sent  them  back  to  their  nation  with  honourable  marks  of 
the  regard  I  have  for  it. 

Brothers, 

Hearken  to  me.  I  now  tell  you  again  that  offers  of  peace  are  made 
to  the  Shawanese  and  Miamies  and  the  nations  on  the  Oubashe. 
Wht'thcr  tiiey  will  listen  to  them  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  but  as  I 
know  them  to  be  very  foolish  people;  I  suspect  they  will,  not;  In  that 
case  I  again  warn  you  to  keep  at  a  distance  from  them  lest  evil  befal 
yourselves. 
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Brothers, 

From  a  sincere  regard  for  your  welfare,  I  council  you  to  hold  fast 
the  chain  of  friendship  between  you  and  the  United  States,  and  if  any 
spots  of  rust  are  grown  upon  it,  we  will  both  lend  our  hands  to  rub 
them  off  and  make  it  clean  and  bright  as  silver. 

Take  you  what  part  you  will,  justice  and  good  faith  shall  guide  the 
United  States  and  therefore  I  give  you  this  notice. 

Tour  women  may  have  suffered  a  little,  it  was  the  fault  of  them  \y1io 
ran  away,  had  they  staid,  they  would  all  have  met  with  the  kindest 
treatment.     By  them  I  send  you  this  message. 

Farewell, 

(Signed)  Ar  St  Clair 

Governor  of   the  Territory  of   the  United   States  North  West  of   the 

River  Ohio. 

D. 
Fort  Harmar  April  30th  1791. 

Indorsed:    5. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  100  dated  the  let  Aagnst  1791. 
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LETTER   FROM   MAJ.    -JOHN   SMITH. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Smith  6th  Regt.  dated, 

Detroit  30th  April  1791 
"  The  two  Choates  the  Americans  who  were  brought  in  prisoners  by 
the  Indians  in  the  winter  and  of  which  you  were  advised,  have  begged 
permission  to  return  to  Massachusets  by  way  of  Montreal. 

I  have  therefore  given  them  a  pass  to  meet  your  orders  at  Niagara." 

'*  The    Moravians,  so    intimidated  by  the  Excursions  of  both  parties 

on    the  frontiers,  have  fled    from   their   Establishments,  hired   a  vessel, 

and    set    themselves    down    on    the    west    side    of    the   mouth    of    the 

Detroit." 

"  If  we  are  to  put  any  reliance  in  the  Indian  accounts,  the  Ameri- 
cans are  still  making  operations  on  the  Ohio  &c  a  thousand  men  are 
said  to  be  come  up  the  Muskingum  and  a  skirmish  between  100  conti- 
nentals and  some  Indians,  to  have  taken  place  on  the  Ohio.  This 
latter  report  gains  credit;  'tis  said  the  100  men  were  a  guard  on  shore, 
to  three  Batteaux  and  Stores,  that  they  were  defeated  by  the  Indians, 
and  the  boats  plundered." 


220  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

The  Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs,  is  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  the  Miamies,  with  the  usual  Spring  supplies,  and  to  effect  a  com- 
mission from  Sir  John  Johnson  Bart  by  enquiring  into  the  state  &c 
of  the  present  disturbances  in  the  Indian  Country." 

(Signed)  John  Smith 

Major  6th  Regt. 
D. 

Indorsed:    4^. 

•In  Lord  Dorcheeters  to  Lord  UreDville  No  84  of  the  14th  Jane  179L 
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JOURNAL. 


Detroit  Ist  of  May  1791. 

Journal  of  what  happened  at  the  Miamis  and  the  Glaize  with  the 
Ouias  tt  Piconns. 

Miamis  March  9th.  Twelve  Indians  Sauteaux  and  Ottawas  arrived 
from  the  Grand  River,  near  Michilimakinac  who  left  the  next  day  to 
go  to  war  to  the  Miamis. 

Miamis — 13th.     Five  Poux  Indians  arrived  &  left  to  join  the  former. 

Miamis — 15th.  Arrived  a  Canadian  who  wintered  at  the  River  Pataca, 
distant  about  one  hundred  leagues  from  the  Miamis,  which  falls  into  the 
White  River,  who  said  that  last  winter  there  had  passed  near  his  house 
a  party  of  Americans,  that  eight  Chanoinons  being  aware  of  this,  had 
gone  after  them  &  come  up  to  them  at  the  River  Missouri  <t  had 
carried  off  six  horses  &  three  cows  <fe  report  that  the  Americans  have 
three  forts  on  the  shore  of  the  Belle  Riviere. 

Miamis — 19th.  A  Chanoinon  &  a  Mingo  arrived  from  the  Belle  Riviere 
saying  that  the  Americans  have  abandoned  a  small  fort  ct  their  plan- 
tations on  the  little  Rock  River  (Riviere  aux  Roches)  at  Steep  Bank 
Creek,  their  houses  full  of  house  hold  goods  <fc  their  animals  in  the 
fields.  The  two  Indians  brought  two  horses  loaded.  The  Chief  called 
the  Black  Fish  (Poisson  Noir)  charged  to  keep  guard  on  this  bank  of 
the  Belle  Riviere  is  camped  between  the  two  Rock  Rivers,  when  he 
returns  to  the  Miamis  he  will  burn  the  houses  &  bring  off  the  animals. 

Glaize  30th  March.  A  party  of  a  hundred  Indians,  Chanoinon,  Loups, 
Hurons,  Ottawas,  Cherokecs,  left  to  go  to  the  Belle  Riviere,  if  they  do 
not  meet  th«'  Batteaux  will  go  to  strike  the  French  establishment  farther 
down  than  the  River  Sciota.  Three  Cherokees  have  left  before  them  to 
see  what  the  French  are  doing  at  this  establishment. 
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Glaize  2nd  April.  Forty  Sagina  Indians  have  agreed  to  camp  near 
the  Miamis,  those  of  the  same  two  nations  on  the  Wabash  will  also 
come  to  camp — 16  Chanoinons,  eight  from  the  Maycoch6,  eight  from  the 
Pickaurd6  village,  have  left,  the  eight  first  will  go  near  Philadelphia  to 
look  for  a  prisoner,  the  second  to  the  Belle  Riviere.  The  Indians  from 
the  Wabash  have  left  their  wintering  six  week  earlier  than  usual,  fear- 
ing that  the  Americans  would  profit  by  the  high  water  to  come  to  attack 
their  villages,  they  have  all  determined  to  defend  them,  there  are  con- 
stantly parties  on  the  road  to  Post  Vincenne.  The  Ouias  the  Rikapoux, 
&  the  Piankishaws  have  all  agreed. 

Piconne  26th  March.  The  Ouis  arrived  at  Post  Vincenne  they  took 
about  two  leagues  from  the  Post  ten  Frenchmen  who  made  boats  (Piro- 
gues)  &  sugar,  that  they  said  that  all  the  French  inhabitants  had  left 
to  go  to  settle  at  I'ance  a  la  Glaisse  near  the  Illinois,  that  they  would 
not  live  with  the  Americans  any  longer  &  that  their  plan  was  to  go 
there  quickly,  to  which  the  Indians  answered  to  take  courage  and 
leave  all,  that  as  for  them  they  were  determined  to  go  to  attack  the 
Post,  that  they  would  not  wait  behind  the  Sacs  &  Renards.  The  French 
had  sent  to  the  village  to  look  for  bread  &  tobacco.  That  they  had 
given  the  number  of  their  prisoners,  who  were,  Antoine  Gamelin,  Paul 
Gamelin,  Bosseun,  Braulong,  Vaudrille,  all  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
Post,  which  they  have  released.  They  also  took  an  American,  that  they^ 
had  intended  to  burn  in  their  village,  but  they  had  killed  him  on  the 
road  thinking  they  were  discovered. 

Ouias — Two  Indians  who  were  found  in  the  post,  have  been  informed 
by  the  inhabitants,  that  the  Americans  who  came  last  Autumn  by  the 
Wabash,  had  got  on  the  way  a  field  piece  of  six  pounds,  they  have 
brought  it  to  the  Ouias.  The  Grand  Chief  had  given  it  to  them  for 
goods,  this  piece  is  brass  &  is  the  same  that  Governor  Hamilton  had 
brought  to  the  Post  &  that  the  Americans  had  taken. 

Miamis  6th  April.  A  man  called  Chevalier  who  had  wintered  12 
leagues  from  St  Joseph  said  he  had  seen  a  man  called  Fauche  of  the 
Post  who  had  wintered  in  the  upper  part  of  the  River  Piconns,  who 
told  him  that  the  Americans  were  determined  to  attack  the  Ouias  this 
Spring,  that  they  would  take  advantage  of  the  high  water  to  do  so, 
that  they  would  use  at  least  five  thousand  men,  that  last  Autumn  the 
Inhabitants  of  Kentucky  had  assured  them  that  two  thousand  men 
were  enough,  that  was  the  reason  why  they  had  lost  every  thing,  that 
he  had  been  employed  by  the  Americans  who  had  stated  to  him  that 
they  had  lost  more  than  five  hundred  men,  that  the  Congress  had 
granted  them  five  thousand  men. 
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Miamis  7th  April.  The  party  of  Indians  from  the  Grand  River  who 
left  the  Miamis  the  9th  of  March  arrived  the  7th  of  April,  they  had 
been  at  the  Belle  Riviere,  they  had  traversed  it  many  times,  that  the  last 
time  they  had  been  on  the  other  side,  that  they  found  a  barge  on  an 
island  in  which  they  embarked  &  let  it  drift,  that  on  a  dark  night 
an  American  batteau  descended,  that  they  passed  &:  repassed  many 
limes,  that  they  appeared  to  be  a  large  company,  that  as  they  could 
not  dare  to  attack  them  they  disembarked  and  hid  in  the  woods,  that 
at  the  break  of  day  they  ascended  a  small  hill  &  saw  two  rows  of 
newly  built  houses,  behind  enclosures,  that  they  were  seen  by  some 
men  who  were  going  to  work  in  the  fields  who  ran  away  crying,  that 
they  fired  after  them  &  killed  two,  that  not  one  had  dared  to  come 
out.     The  new  establishment  is  nearly  opposite  the  Grand  Rock  River. 

Miamis  12th  April.  The  Chanoinon  party  which  left  the  Miamis  on 
the  second  of  April,  reports  that  a  party  of  Canoinons,  Mingoes, 
Cherokees  &  two  Canadians,  the  one  called  La  Chapelle  S:  the  other 
Baun  have  attacked  &  taken  a  covered  bateau,  that  they  killed  10 
Americans,  k  20  women  &  children.  That  there  were  four  Frenchmen 
in  the  bateau,  the  one  killed  himself  seeing  the  Indians,  that  the  three 
others  had  been  taken  by  La  Chapelle  who  persuaded  the  Indians  to 
release  them  with  provisions  «fe  a  bateau  to  go  on  to  their  destination. 
The  Indians  robbed  the  bateau,  they  say  that  it  belonged  to  rich  men  by 
their  clothes.  The  Indians  lost  five  men,  three  Cherokees  <fc  two 
Mingoes,  they  add  that  that  forty  Indians  from  Niagara  had  been 
struck  at  the  Belle  Riviere,  near  Fort  Pitt,  that  they  had  killed  many 
&  burnt  a  number  of  houses. 

La  Glaize.  Four  Loups  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  where  they  went  to 
trade,  the  Americans  wished  to  kill  them,  but  they  found  means  to 
save  themselves,  on  their  return  they  burnt  some  houses  which  the 
Americans  had  abandoned. 

Miamis  13.  Some  Ottawas  from  Michilimakiuac  have  arrived,  have 
danced  the  war  dance  according  to  custom  <V-  joined  some  others  to  go 
to  war. 

Miamis  14th  April.  In  the  morning  a  Chanoinon  arrived  to  give 
notice  of  a  party  of  the  same  nation  being  come  for  war,  who  reports, 
that  they  have  seen  a  great  number  of  Americans  assembled  at  a 
place  called  Bryant,  on  the  River  Kentucky,  who  came  by  the  Belle 
Riviere.  Blue  Water  has  l)een  sent  by  those  who  are  actually  at  war 
to  give  notice  to  the  Chief  of  the  Nations.  The  word  is  sent  to  the  Chiefs, 
to  assemble  the  young  men. 
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Sandusky  20  April.  The  Indians  who  are  on  the  American  side, 
some  time  ago  killed  three  Loups. 

The  Americans  have  promised  a  hundred  dollars  for  each  scalp  of 
either  English  or  French  Traders. 

Miamis  24th  April.  The  Sagina  Indians  have  been  at  war  at  the 
Rock  River  where  they  killed  four  men,  &  took  from  one  of  them 
some  papers  &  letters,  which  mentions  that  Governor  St  Clair  is 
appointed  Brigadier  General  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  American 
forces,  that  Butler  has  the  command  of  two  thousand  newly  raised 
men  for  a  short  time.  Major  Doughty  Lt  Colonel  Commandant  of  the 
2nd  Regiment  also  newly  raised,  General  Harmar  can  resign. 

The  same  day  two  Indians  arrived  also  from  the  River  Rock  who 
report  that  they  saw  near  the  Fort  some  troops  camped,  some  bateaux 
&  some  fires,  they  spent  two  days  &  two  nights  round  the  camp  & 
took  six  scalps. 

26th  April.  A  Chanoinon  arrived  at  the  Miamis  with  a  man  called 
Contepas  from  Capt.  Johnny,  Chief  of  the  River  Glaize  with  a  pipe  & 
a  piece  of  red  Tobacco,  they  said  that  they  had  reason  to  fear  that  the 
Americans  would  make  a  second  attack  on  them,  that  they  sent  this 
tobacco  to  pass  the  word  for  all  the  warriors  to  assemble  &  to  take 
courage  &  not  to  be  surprised  in  their  villages  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Indians  who  will  go  before  the  army.  They  appeared  very  deter- 
mined. The  Frenchman  who  killed  himself  on  the  Ohio  wore  the 
uniform  of  an  officer  of  marine,  the  buttons  are  iron  anchors. 

Detroit  5th  May.  Eighty  Sagina  Indians  have  passed  this  post  to 
day,  going  to  war. 
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PROCEEDINGS   OF   A   COUNCIL   WITH   THE  SIX  NATIONS. 

Proceedings  of   a  Council   held   with  the  Chiefs  of   the  Six  Nations  at 
Buffaloe  Creek  4th  May  1791. 

Present. 

Lt  Colo.  Butler,  Deputy  Agent 

Capt  Burrough  26th  Regt. 

W.  B.  Sheehan 

William  Johnston  Interpreter. 

The  Chiefs  of  Buffaloe  Creek  having  met,  Colo.  Butler  addressed  them 
as  follows. 
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Brothers, 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  a  message  from  you  to  attend  a  Council 
begging  that  Col.  Gordon  and  all  those  belonging  to  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment would  accompany  me,  as  the  Business  was  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  you  and  wished  our  assistance  and  advice;  I  am  now  ready  to 
hear  what  you  have  to  say,  and    return  you  your  strings  of    invitation, 

6  Strings  Wampum. 

The  Farmer's  Brother  Speaker 

Brothers, 

An  American  and  a  Frenchman  arrived  here,  who  say  they  are  sent 
to  us  by  the  President  General  Washington,  with  a  number  of  Papers 
which  we  cannot  read,  we  hope  you  will  read  them  for  us  and  explain 
them  fully. 

Brothers, 

Exclusive  of  these  they  have  other  papers  which  they  explained  as  fol- 
lows, "  That  they  are  going  on  a  message  with  some  written  speeches 
to  the  Western  Nations  and  that  they  were  ordered  to  take  chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations  by  the  hand  to  accompany  them  agreeable  to  Capt  O'Bale's 
promise  to  Congress." 

This  is  a  matter  of  serious  consideration  to  us,  Brothers  what  is  your 
opinion. 

Colo  Butler  replied  as  follows, 

Brothers, 

I  have  heard  with  attention  your  speech,  it  has  always  been  my  wish 
to  advise  you  what  I  thought  for  your  Interest,  I  foresee  the  present 
case  is  not  without  its  difficulties.  The  King  your  Father  wishes  you 
to  live  in  peace  and  I  advise  you  by  all  means  to  preserve  it,  I  cannot 
say  it  would  be  prudent  to  accompany  these  people  immediately  to  the 
Westward,  those  Indians  you  know  are  a  good  deal  enraged,  they  have 
also  threatened  you  and  at  your  last  Council  you  approved  of  Captain 
Brant's  going  to  visit  them  to  see  what  they  are  about,  he  is  now  gone 
and  will  use  all  his  influence  for  peace,  I  think  you  should  hear  from 
him  before  you  determine  on  going,  but  if  you  think  your  going  will 
be  instrumental  in  making  Peace  and  not  involve  yourselves  in  troubles, 
I  think  you  ought  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

This  is  all  that  occurs  to  me  but  I  by  no  means  wish  your  attention 
to  it,  it  differs  from  your  own  oj)inion  of  this  matter  which  concerns 
yourselves  and  the  Americans,  but  as  you  insisted  upon  my  thoughts 
on  the  subject — I  have  given  you  them. 
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The  Farmers  Brother  Speaker. 
Brother, 

We  return  you  thanks  for  what  you  have  said  to  us — we  request  you 
to  take  these  papers,  to  Niagara  that  the  King  our  Father  may  see  them, 
and  a  few  of  our  chiefs  propose  meeting  Colonel  Gordon  &  yourself  at 
Niagara  in  three  days  to  speak  further  on  this  subject. 

D. 

Indorsed:    33. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  84  of  the  14th  June  1791. 
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J.  KNOX,  SEC  Y  OF  WAR,  TO  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  RICHARD  BUTLER. 

War  Department  5th  May  1791. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  from  Baltimore  on  the  30th  ultimo.  The 
Clothing  and  Tents  for  upw^ards  of  two  hundred  men  have  been 
forwarded  to  Hager's  Town  and  the  same  to  Winchester  and  the 
remainder  to  complete  the  Virginia  Battalion  will  be  forwarded  to- 
morrow together  with  Camp  Kettles  and  some  Canteens. 

As  I  presume  you  have  made  a  perfect  arrangement  relative  to  both 
the  Virginia  and  Maryland  battalions  I  shall  say  nothing  further  upon 
that  subject  excepting  that  I  have  received  no  more  information  either 
from  you  or  Colonel  Drake  than  is  contained  in  your  letter. 

Mr  Swan  of  my  office  will  set  out  from  hence  the  next  day  after 
tomorrow  to  inspect  and  muster  the  companies  as  they  shall  assemble 
at  the  rend^vous's  of  Winchester  and  Hagers  Town. 

Captain  Snowden  marched  from  Trenton  on  the  27th  ultimo  with  one 
hundred  &  one  Levies  Captain  Armstrong  from  the  city  and  Lieut.  Piatt 
from  Christiana  Bridge  on  the  same  day  and  Major  Ferguson  informs 
me  that  one  hundred  and  sixty  Levies  will  immediately  march  from 
Carlisle — Captain  Pratt  will  march  from  Trenton  in  a  day  or  two  with 
upwards  of  one  hundred  more  of  the  Levies  of  New  Jersey.  And  I  have 
little  doubt  of  the  Battalion  of  that  state  being  completed  and  on  its  march 
before  the  20th  inst. 

I  pray  you  to  urge  the  completion  of  the  battalions  of  this  State. 

Major  General  St  Clair  I  am  informed  has  descended  the  Ohio.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  he  has  left  orders  for  you  at  Fort  Pitt.  In  these  orders  I 
hope  he  has  directed  part  of  the  Levies  to  be  posted  for  the  covering  of 
29 
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the  upper  parts  of  the  Ohio,  so  that  the  militia  who  have  been  called  out 
by  the  County  Lieutenants  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  March  should 
be  discharged.  But  if  he  should  not  have  instructed  you  upon  this 
point  and  has  left  it  discretionary  with  you  as  to  the  disposition  of 
some  of  the  levies  and  it  should  be  your  judgment  that  they  may  be 
used  for  the  temporary  purpose  of  covering  the  frontier  on  the  upper 
parts  of  the  Ohio  I  pray  you  to  dispose  of  them  accordingly. 

In  this  case  you  will  instantly  dispatch  the  most  pointed  orders  to 
all  the  County  Lieutenants  of  Pensylvania  and  Virginia  so  protected 
by  the  Levies  to  discharge  all  the  Militia  called  out  by  virtue  of  the 
President's  directions  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  March  last 
respecting  such  small  parties  as  you  may  judge  indispensible  for  to 
serve  as  scouts  or  rangers  to  give  the  alarm. 

The  great  expence  incurred  by  the  militia  renders,  that  this  object 
should  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  the  arrival  of  the  Levies  will  render 
it  proper. 

In  the  temporary  disposition  of  the  Levies  you  will  pay  a  just 
regard  to  the  protection  of  the  Settlements  below  both  of  which  are 
entitled  to  protection  in  the  same  manner  as  the  inhabitants  on  the 
south  of  the  Ohio. 

I  suppose  General  St  Clair  will  have  directed  that  all  the 
Regulars  and  probably  part  of  the  Levies  descend  the  Ohio  to  Head 
Quarters.  It  is  far  from  my  intention  of  interfering  in  the  least 
degree  with  his  orders  my  object  is  to  discharge  the  militia  con- 
sistently with  the  other  objects  of   the  Troops. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  every  opportunity  until  you  descend 
the  Ohio. 

With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  &ca 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Brigadier  General  |  Secy  of  War. 

Richard  Butler    \ 
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HENRY    MOTZ   TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Quebec  9th  May  1701. 

SiK, 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  Instant  lias  been  laid  before  Lord  Dorchester. 

His  Lordship  thinks  it  very  natural,  that  the  present  situation  of  the 

Western  Indians  should  call  for  more  than  usual  supplies  of  provisions 
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■and  necessaries  and  that  without  such  aid  it  will  be  very  difficult  if  not 
impracticable  to  engage  a  sufficient  number  of  their  leading  people  to 
meet,  and  continue  together  long  enough,  for  the  purpose  of  fully  delib- 
-erating  on  the  means  of  restoring  the  general  tranquility. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  furnish  His  Lordship  with  a  state 
of  such  extraordinary  supplies,  as  you  may  conceive  the  present  circum- 
stances to  require. 

Brandt  seems  to  think  they  are  acting  deceitfully  with  the  Indians  on 
ihis  occasion,  and  that  they  wish  to  make  a  tool  of  him  for  that 
purpose. 

On  the  other  hand  many  are  of  opinion,  that  there  is  an  intention 
•of  attacking  the  posts,  or  surprizing  them,  as  they  did  Ticonderoga  in 
seventy  six. 

My  Lord  therefore  thinks  it  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  all  events, 
as  you  were  informed  by  His  letter  of  the  14th  of  last  month. 

Besides  great  watchfulness  in  the  officers  of  your  department  to  obtain 
and  communicate  the  earliest  intelligence  of  all  movements  in  the  Indian 
•Country,  His  Lordship  wishes  them  to  consider  whether,  in  the  case  of 
"the  approach  of  an  army,  the  safety  of  the  King's  posts  may  not  require 
that  detachments  from  the  garrisons  and  militia  should  march  forward 
•from  Niagara  and  Detroit,  and  occupy  certain  stations  at  a  distance. 
What  stations  they  think  most  eligible  for  this  purpose,  and  by  what 
"force  and  means  they  should  be  occupied. 

Upon  all  these  matters  they  should  communicate  their  opinions  fully 
•to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  respective  posts,  as  well  as  to  you. 

The  situation  of  Oswego  differs  from  that  of  the  other  posts,  but  the 
means  of  its  safety  should  otherwise  be  fully  considered  and  the  senti- 
ments of  the  officer  of  your  Department  at  Niagara,  with  respect  to  it, 
made  known  to  the  Commandant  and  to  you. 

His  Lordship  wishes  much  to  have  your  own  sentiments  on  all  these 
matters  as  soon  as  can  be,  besides  the  communication  of  such  reports 
-and  observations  as  you  may  receive  from  your  officers  at  the  different 
posts  in  the  upper  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  Tour  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

(Signed)  Henby  Motz. 

Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart. 

^Endorsed  :    27. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  84  of  the  14th  Jane  1791. 
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LORD    DORCHESTER   TO   COL.   A.    GORDON. 

Quebec  9th  May  1791. 
Sir, 

The  expected  approach  of  an  Army  in  the  Indian  Country,  and  the 
rumours  of  an  intention  to  attack  the  posts  or  surprize  them  as  was 
done  at  Ticonderotja  in  seventy  six  require  that  we  should  be  on  our 
guard,  and  prepared  for  all  events. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  you  of  the  14th  of  last 
month,  lest  the  original  should  have  been  miscarried,  together  with  a 
copy  of  further  directions  of  this  date  to  Sir  John  Johnson  on  the  same 
subject. 

Should  the  turn  of  affairs  require  the  King's  vessels  and  gun  boats 
on  the  Lakes,  or  any  of  them  to  be  fitted  for  war,  and  the  exigency  of 
the  service  not  admit  of  your  waiting  for  orders  from  hence  upon  such 
reports  as  you  may  have  to  make,  you  will  proceed  to  arm  and  man  the 
said  vessels  or  gun  boats,  or  so  many  of  them  as  you  think  necessary, 
agreeable  to  the  returns  transmitted  to  you  on  the  6th  of  October  last 
without  delay. 

I  am  &ca. 

(Signed)  Dorchester. 

Colonel  Gordon. 

D. 

Indorsed:  28. 

In  Lord  Doreheetor's  to  Lord  Qrenville  No  81  of  the  14tb  Jane  1791. 
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HENBY   MOTZ   TO  SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Quebec  9th  May  1791. 
Sir, 

On  the  subject  of  Joseph  Brandt's  letter  respecting  the  lauds  on  the 
Grand  River,  I  am  to  observe,  that  without  doubt  the  Indians  are  entitled 
to  the  full  accomplishment  of  Governor  Haldimand's  promise  to  them 
without  any  diminution,  and  it  shall  be  carried  into  execution  accordingly. 

A  continuation  of  Settlements  along  the  borders  of  Lake  Erie  con- 
cerning which  it  seems  tlie  Indians  have  been  spoke  to,  may  be  for  the 
general  convenience  of  the  King's  subjects,  but  no  parts  of  the  lands 
promised  to  the  Indians  can  be  kept  from  them  on  that  groiyid. 

To  leave  their  choice  more  free  it  should  have  been  explained  to  them 
that  this   proposal  did    not  come    from  Government    they  may    now  be 
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assured  their  acquiescence  shall  not  be  accepted,  while  they  think  it 
hard,  that  they  should  give  it  back  after  it  has  been  given  to  them. 
They  must  have  all  that  has  been  promised  and  if  they  should  after- 
wards consent  to  surrender  any  part  o£  their  tract,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  King's  Subjects  in  general,  they  must  have  full  and  ample  com- 
pensation for  it  to  their  ample  satisfaction. 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  deed  it  should  be  framed  in  every  respect 
according  to  their  own  wishes,  so  as  to  secure  the  true  interests  of 
themselves  and  their  posterity  for  ever  in  the  most  efPectual  manner. 
It  will  be  very  desirable  that  they  should  consider  this  matter  fully 
among  themselves,  and  bring  forward  the  heads  of  the  deed  they  wish 
to  receive.  You  will  be  pleased  to  recommend  this  measure  to  Captain 
Brandt,  and  to  acquaint  him  with  His  Lordship's  sentiments,  expressed 
in  this  letter,  in  general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

Tour  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

(Signed)  Henry  Motz. 

.  Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart. 

Indorsed:    24. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  84  of  the  14th  Jane  1791. 
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J.    KNOX,    SEC'Y   of   war,   TO    MAJ.    GEN.    RICHARD    BUTLER. 

War  Department  12th  May  1791. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  30th  of  April  is  the  last  I  have  received  from  you. 

I  have  sent  Mr.  Swan  to  Hagers  Town  in  Maryland  and  Winchester 
in  Virginia  in  order  to  muster  inspect  and  march  all  the  levies  at  those 
places. 

He  is  furnished  with  money,  and  orders  to  supply  any  defects  which 
may  have  arisen  on  the  part  of  the  Contractors  either  with  respect  to 
rations  or  transportation,  and  he  has  also  all  the  Commissions  for  the 
Virginia  and  Maryland  Battalions. 

I  have  information  from  Captain  Freeman  whom  I  dispatched  upon 
other  public  business  that  the  recruiting  of  the  Virginia  Battalions  has 
succeeded  well  &  from  his  information  I  should  hope  that  the  greater 
part  of  that  Battalion  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  from  Winchester 
on  or  before  the  21st  instant. 
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Tents  clothing  and  knapsacks  have  been  forwarded  complete  for  the- 
Virginia  and  the  same  articles  has  gone  forward  or  is  about  setting  out 
for  the  Maryland  battalion  at  Hagers  Town. 

I  have  therefore  the  persuasion  in  my  mind  that  you  have  completed 
all  the  arrangements  with  which  you  were  charged  relative  to  the  said 
Virginia  and  Maryland  Battalions  and  that  they  will  be  completed  in 
due  season. 

The  Jersey  Battalion  will  probably  be  completed  and  march  before 
the  20th  or  25th.  Captain  Pike  marched  with  a  detachment  from  Tren- 
ton on  the  9th,  which  makes  one  hundred  and  ninety  six  non  commis- 
sioned and  privates  of  that  Battalion  which  has  already  marched. 

The  completion  of  the  Battalions  of  this  State  will  claim  your  highest 
exertions.  The  lower  Battalion  it  is  to  be  presumed  will  be  completed 
in  good  season,  But  the  upper  Battalion  does  not  succeed  so  well.  Pray 
urge  the  business  by  all  possible  inducements. 

The  Battalion  to  be  raised  under  the  orders  of  Brigadier  General 
Sevier  will  not  be  so  forward  as  I  expected  owing  to  his  falling  sick 
at  Kichmond.  But  as  the  clothing  and  all  equipments  for  it  had  gone 
forward  on  the  25th  Ultimo,  he  writes  me  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  bat- 
talion being  completed  by  the  1st  of  June. 

The  recruiting  in  the  Eastern  States  for  the  regular  Troops  has  not 
succeeded  well.  But  I  hope  from  the  measures  taken  it  will  soon  be 
better — Captain  Shaylor  with  a  company  from  Connecticut  will  I  expect 
be  shortly  at  Brunswick  in  New  Jersey  on  its  way  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  I 
expect  in  the  course  of  the  month  that  Beatty  &  Doyles  companies  will 
be  completed. 

I  enclose  you  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  5th  instant,  I 
pray  your  immediate  attention  to  the  objects  contained  in  it  relative  to 
the  dismission  of  the  Militia  of  the  Frontier  Counties  as  soon  as  the 
arrival  of  the  Levies  will  admit  of  the  measure. 

If  you  have  not  orders  from  Major  General  St  Clair  relative  to  the 
time  of  your  going  down  the  Ohio,  I  wish  it  might  be  delayed  conceiv- 
ing your  presence  will  be  essentially  necessary  at  Fort  Pitt  in  order  to 
arrange  k  forward  the  service.  As  soon  as  the  Major  of  the  Carlisle 
detachment  shall    be  appointed  you  will    order  Colonel  Gibson  to  Fort 

Pitt.  I  am  Sir  &ca. 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Secy  of  War.. 
Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

Indor»ed:-No.  13. 
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J.    KNOX,   SEC'Y   of   war,    TO   MAJ.    GEN.    EICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department,  May  19th  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  dated  at  Carlisle  on  the  11th  instant. 

Mr  Swan  will  be  able  to  remedy  all  defects  in  Maryland  and  Virginia 
either  with  respect  to  provisions  or  transportation. 

I  depend  on  your  appointing  the  major  to  the  Carlisle  Battalion. 

I  am  well  satisfied  you  have  gone  forward  to  Fort  Pitt.  The 
Indians  have  lately  committed  some  depredations  on  Westmoreland 
County  the  mischief  most  probably  has  been  committed  by  a  few 
Indians  but  the  people  seem  greatly  alarmed. 

The  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  has  again  applied  to  me  for 
arms  and  ammunition  and  I  have  directed  Major  Craig  to  furnish  200 
Arms  &  accoutrements  with  a  proportional  quantity  of  ammunition  to 
the  order  of  Colo  Biddle  Qua.  Master  General  of  this  State. 

I  have  furnished  to  the  order  of  Major  Smith  of  Carlisle  the  further 
sum  of  1000  Dollars  on  account  of  Mr  Duer  the  Contractor. 

I  have  not  received  any  precise  information  relative  the  upper 
Battalion  of  this  State  I  have  written  to  Major  Clarke  for  information 
and  shall  hope  to  receive  it  either  from  him  but  more  especially  from 
you. 

I  have  been  informed  that  as  no  men  were  called  from  Fayette 
County,  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  one  company  had  not  been  raised 
in  that  County,  I  trust  that  if  there  is  still  a  deficiency  in  other  places 
that  you  will  immediately  attempt  to  raise  men  in  Fayette. 

I  depend  greatly  on  your  presence  to  give  a  due  stimulus  to  the 
upper  battalions. 

I  am  persuaded  were  a  proper  distribution  to  be  made  by  posting  a 
company  of  Levies  at  Fort  Franklyn  for  the  present  &  until  they 
would  be  wanted  for  the  active  operations  of  the  campaign  and  by 
dismissing  the  Westmoreland  Militia  all  but  a  few  who  might  act  as 
Rangers  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  Inhabitants  that  Major  Clarke's 
battalion  would  immediately  feel  the  good  effects  of  the  measure. 

I  trust  you  will  take  decisive  measures  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  admit  consistently  with  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  to  dis- 
miss all  the  Militia  called  out  by  the  County  Lieutenants  as  far  down 
the  Ohio  as  the  Great  Kenewa.  General  St  Clair  will  take  care  of  all 
below  the  Kenawa. 

The  dismissal  of  the  Militia  must  be  entrusted  to  you  who  will  be 
upon  the  Spot,  the  expence  is  a  grievous  circumstance  and  ought  to  be 
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terminated  as  soou  as  possible  consistently  with  the  security  of  the 
Inhabitants. 

"When  the  Levies  shall  arrive  if  you  shall  have  the  disposal  of  them 
by  the  General's  orders  (for  I  wish  not  to  interpose  with  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  troops  after  their  arrival  at  Fort  Pitt,)  it  will  be  impor- 
tant that  they  should  be  arranged  so  as  to  cover  the  counties  for  the 
present  in  order  that  the  Militia  may  be  discharged. 

The  troops  which  have  marched  and  which  will  march  from  the 
respective  rendezvous  for  Fort  Pitt  before  the  first  of  June  will  prob- 
ably amount  to  1200  besides  Captn.  Montfort's  Company  of  North 
Carolina  which  amounts  to  upwards  of  sixty  and  which  has  marched 
from  Staunton  by  the  Great  Kenawa. 

Mr  Hodgdon  has  employed  Colonel  Marshall  of  Washington  County 
to  purchase  50  horses  for  the  Cavalry  and  he  has  or  will  make  arrange- 
ment for  the  purchase  of  the  other  fifty  all  the  stores  for  the  Campaign 
together  with  the  Quarter  Master  will  set  out  before  the  1st  of  June. 
I  enclose  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  12th  iust. 

I  earnestly  request  that  I  may  hear  from  you  by  every  post. 

I  am  &ca. 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 
Major  General   Butler. 

[Q  58-1,  p  155] 


COL.    A.    GORDON   TO   FRANCIS   LE   MAISTRE. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Gordon  to  Francis  Le  Maistre  Esqr. 
dated  Niagara  May  20th  1791. 

"  There  has  for  some  time  been  at  Buffaloe  Creek,  a  Colonel  Proctor 
and  three  other  people,  one  of  them  I  understand  a  frenchman,  they 
have  had  a  Council  with  such  of  the  Six  Nations  as  are  settled  there, 
at  which  Colonel  Butler  was  present;  they  produced  voluminous  papers 
from  Congress  and  others  of  the  United  States,  copies  of  which  I 
imagine  are  forwarded  by  this  opportunity  to  the  Suporinteudant 
General,  I  inclose  Colo  Butler's  speech  on  the  occasion.  The  Farmer's 
son  and  other  Chiefs  expected  here  have  not  yet  made  their  appearance, 
but  I  inclose  for  His  Lordship's  information  copies  of  two  letters  from 
Colo  Proctor  to  me,  together  with  my  answer." 

"  I  have  had  it  privately  conveyed  to  me,  that  the  reason  why  the 
Chiefs    have    not    appeared    here    to  ask    my    Council  is,  that    they  are 


MAJOR  STAGG   TO   GENERAL  BUTLER.  233 

very  much  divided,  some  are  for  going  with  Colo  Proctor,  and  others  not. 
I  shall  follow  in  the  advice  I  give  them  much  the  same  line  as  pre- 
scribed by  Lt  Colo  Butler,  should  they  apply  for  it." 

D. 

Indorsed:    31. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No  84  of  the  14th  Jnne  1791. 

'   Niagara  6th  May  1791. 

SlE, 

The  enclosed  speech  is  what  passed  between  myself  and  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Six  Nations  of  Buffaloe  Creek  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  appro- 
bation. 1  had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Private  instructions  of 
Colo  Proctor,  but  from  the  conversation  I  had  with  him,  imagine  he  is 
to  proceed  at  all  events  (and  should  none  of  the  Indians  accompany 
him)  to  the  Miami  River,  and  from  thence  to  the  Ohio — he  talked  of 
hiring  a  merchant  vessel  to  carry  him  to  Sandusky,  and  told  me  he  hoped 
no  impediment  would  be  thrown  in  his  way  by  preventing  the  Indians 
from  accompanying  him,  he  also  said  he  expected  to  be  supplied  with 
charts  of  the  Lake  from  Government  if  he  should  want  them. 

I  am  sorry  illness  has  prevented  me  from  waiting  on  you,  but  as  I 
expect  the  Chiefs  from  Bufifaloe  Creek,  hope  to  be  able  to  see  you 
tomorrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  your  most  obedt  Servant 

(Signed)  John  Butler 

Lt  Col.  Gordon 

Indorsed:    No  H2. 

In  Lord  Dorchesters  to  Lord  Grenville  No  84  of  the  14  Jnne  1791. 

£Q  50-1,  page  202] 
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War  Department  May  23d  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Bearer  James  Woodhouse 
is  appointed  a  surgeon's  mate  to  Major  Clarks  battalion  of  levies  and 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  repairs  to  Fort  Pitt  to  Join  his 
corps  and  to  receive  any  further  directions  from  you  that  may  be 
necessary.  I  have  the  honor  &ca 

(Signed)  Jno  Stagg  June 

Major  General  Rd  Butler  Chf.  Clk. 

Indorsed:    No  31. 

[Q  58-1,  p  192] 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF   A   COUNCIL    HELD    WITH   THE   BIX   NATIONS. 

ProceediDgs  of  a  Council    held  at    Niagara,  with  the  Chiefs  of   the  Six 
Nations,  the  2-4th  May  17U1. 

Present, 

Colonel  Gordon^  26th  Regt  Comg.  Upper  Posts, 

Lieut  Colo  Butler,  Deputy  Agent  Indian  Affairs, 

Major  Duff 

Captn  Duke 

Captn  ByGrrave 

Captn  Dacres  ^    26th  Regiment. 

Lieut  Green 

Lieut  Sir  Wm.  Erskine 

Lieut  Duke  &ca 

Lieut  Gillespie — 6r)th  Regiment 

Lieut  Bruyeres — Royal  Engineers 

Lieut  Suckling — Royal  Regt.  Artillery. 

After  the  usual  ceremony  had  passed.  The  Fish  Carrier  a  principal 
Cayuga  Chief,  addressed  Colonel  Gordon  as  follows. 

Brother, 

We  return-  the  Great  Spirit  thanks,  for  the  pleasure  we  have  in  meet 
ing  you,  and  your  warriors  in  health  at  this  time.     We  also  return  you 
our  thanks  for  your  readiness  in  complying  with  our  request  of  attend 
ing  our  Council  fire,  and  that  you  sent  one  of   your  Chief  Warriors  to 
represent    you,  as    we  do  not    wish    to   transact   any    Business  with  the 
Americans,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  King  our  Father. 

The  Farmer's  Brother,  the  principal  Seneca  Chief,  then  spoke. 

Brother, 

It  is  needless  for  us  to  repeat  to  you  the  Business  that  Colonel  Proctor 
came  upon  to  us,  as  you  must  have  seen  that,  by  the  papers  that  we 
sent  you  from  Buffaloe  Creek,  which  he  brought  there.  After  Colonel 
Proctor  had  explained  to  us  the  Business  that  he  came  upon,  we  were 
of  opinion  that  we  could  not  be  of  service  in  making  peace  by  going 
immediately  with  him,  but  had  not  come  to  a  full  determination.  When 
our  Chief  women  requested  of  us  in  Council,  to  give  him  our  assistance, 
and  that  the  King  our  Father  wished  Peace  to  Prevail,  and  that  by 
going  with  Colonel  Proctor  to  the  Western  Nations  we  might  probably 
be  instrumental  in  bringing  that  desired  event  about.  This  had  great 
weight  with  us  but  we  reciuested  Colonel  Proctcn-  to  wait  at  Buffaloe 
Creek,  until    we  could    hear    from  Captain  Brant,  who  was  gone  to  see 
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those  nations,  but  he  said  as  he  had  already  been  detained  by  our 
Deliberations  a  long  time,  he  was  determined  not  to  wait.  Upon  which 
ten  of  the  Seneca  Nation  and  four  of  the  Onondagas,  agreed  to  accom- 
pany him,  Provided  he  would  wait  until  we  could  come  here,  and 
acquaint  you  with  it. 

The  Cow  Killer,  a  principal  Seneca  Chief,  then  spoke, 

Brothek, 

Colonel  Proctor  told  us,  that  our  coming  down  here,  would  occasion 
delay,  and  that  our  heads  would  be  turned,  and  that  he  had  no  time  to 
spare,  he  then  proposed  writing  to  you,  in  order  to  get  a  vessel  to 
transport  us  to  Sandusky.  But  as  we  were  preparing  to  go  with  Colonel 
Proctor  we  received  a  message  from  Colonel  Pickering  a  Commissioner 
for  Indian  Affairs,  inviting  us  to  attend  a  Council  at  the  Painted  Post, 
near  Tioga,  being  surprised  at  receiving  such  different  messages  from 
People  in  authority  from  General  Washington,  we  are  still  more  aston- 
ished at  receiving  a  third  message  from  Governor  St  Clair  on  the  Ohio, 
informing  us  that  Ije  is  appointed  to  command  of  the  Army  against  the 
Indians,  and  desiring  us  to  join  him  in  the  war  against  the  Western 
Indians  our  Brethren,  and  to  send  word  to  General  Butler,  how  many 
of  our  Warriors  would  join  him.  These  contradictory  proceedings  of  the 
Americans  greatly  surprised  us;  Colonel  Proctor  at  this  time  appearing 
very  eager  to  hurry  us  off  with  him,  whose  intention  we  now  thought 
was  to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  our  Brethren,  that  we  immediately 
declined  having  any  thing  more  to  do  with  him.  But  having  last  Fall 
found  Colonel  Pickering's  opinion  for  Peace  coincided  with  our  own, 
and  after  considering  these  extraordinary  matters;  we  determined  to 
attend  his  Council  fire  at  the  Painted  Post,  and  shew  him  the  absurd, 
and  unreasonable  manner  the  Americans  behaved  in  towards  us.  Colonel 
Proctor  then  told  us  that  since  he  found  we  would  not  comply  with  the 
wish  of  the  President  General  Washington  that  he  would  proceed  home, 
by  the  way  of  Fort  Pitt,  but  that  he  did  not  blame  us  for  not  accompa- 
nying him,  but  that  it  was  owing  to  the  King's  People.  We  also  sent 
word  to  General  St  Clair,  that  we  were  for  peace  and  not  for  war. 

Brother, 

We  now  inform  you  that  in  about  ten  days  we  mean  to  set  out  for 
the  Painted  Post.  Last  year  when  we  met  Colonel  Pickering  at  Tioga, 
we  told  him  that  we  always  wished  to  have  a  British  subject  present 
at  our  Councils,  Mr.  Street  was  then  there,  and  we  wished  that  he 
would  now  accompany  us. 
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The  Chiefs  having  finished  what  they  had  to  say,  Colonel  Gordon 
replied  to  them. 

In  Council  Niagara  24tli  May  1791. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations. 
Brothers, 

I  sincerely  rejoice  in  this  opportunity  in  meeting  in  Council,  so 
many  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations. 

The  Chain  of  friendship  which  binds  you    to  the  King  Your  Father, 
on  the   other   side   the   Great    Lake,  will    remain  bright  and  strong,  as 
long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon  shall  continue  to  lighten  the  world. 
Brothers, 

I  read  with  attention  all  the  papers  you  sent  me  from  Buffaloe  Creek, 
and  I  now  give  you  my  full  approbation  of  your  conduct  in  Council 
with  Colonel  Proctor  of  which  you  have  told  me  the  whole  proceedings. 
Brothers, 

I  informed  you  by  Colonel  Butler,  and  the  officer  who  attended  that 
Council  the  wishes  of  the  King  Your  Father  for  Peace,  and  that  it 
was  my  earnest  desire  you  should  pursue  the  most  probable  means  to 
bring  it  about. 

Brothers, 

As  it  is  your  wish  never  to  transact  any  business  with  the  States  of 
America,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  King  Your  Father,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  have  a  person  present  on  all  such  occasions,  when  that 
cannot  be  accomplished  with  convenience,  you  will  inform  me  after- 
wards of  everything  that  passes  at  such  Councils. 
Brothers, 

You  will  stop  your  ears,  and  shut  your  eyes,  against  any  evil  person 
who    may    come  amongst   ye  to  spread    lying    stories;  they   are   neither 
your    friends  nor  ours,  and    when  you  let  me  know    their   name,  I  will 
find  means  to  punish  them  as  they  deserve. 
Brothers, 

At  the  time  that  you  are  receiving  messages  from  the  Americans,  to 
attend  Councils  at  diirerent  places,  for  the  purpose,  as  they  say  of 
bringing  about  a  peace,  with  your  brothers  the  Western  Indians,  I  was 
greatly  astonished  to  find  by  General  St  Clair's  Speech,  dated  at 
Pittsburgh  April  23rd  and  forwarded  to  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of 
the  Seneca  Nation,  that  he  invited  you  to  take  up  the  Hatchet, 
against  your  brothers  the    Miamies. 
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Brothers, 

Your  prudence  in  not  paying  any  attention  to  such  a  message,  was 
right  and  proper  and  as  such  I  shall  represent  it  to  your  father  at 
Quebec. 

Brothers, 

Should  the  Americans  be  so  rash,  as  to  come  near  any  of  the  King 
your  Father's  Posts,  with  bad  intention  they  will  find  us  prepared  to 
repel  them. 

Brothers, 

As    you    are  of  opinion   the   attending   the   Council,  at   the    Painted 

Post,  to  which  you  are  invited  by  Colonel  Pickering,  will  help  to  bring 

about  a  Peace,  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  you  that  you  intend  going  to  it, 

and  may  the  Great  Spirit  direct  you  to  do  what  is  right. 

(Signed)  A.  Gordon  Col. 

D. 

2 

In  Lord  Dorchestere  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  95  of  let  Jaly  1791. 


copy  of  a  speech  from  timothy  pickering  to  the  six  nations. 

Brothers,  Sachems,  Chiefs  &  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations, 

When  I  took  you  by  the  hand  last  fall  at  Tioga,  the  Chain  of 
Friendship  was  brightened  between  you  and  the  United  States;  and 
you  expressed  your  wishes  to  keep  it  always  bright.  On  the  part  of 
the  United  States  I  assure  you  of  their  regard  for  you,  and  their 
desire  to  maintain  with  you  perpetual  peace  and  friendship. 

To  renew  those  assurances  and  again  to  brighten  the  Chain  and  to 
remove  all  causes  of  jealousies  and  discontents,  I  am  directed  once 
more  to  meet  you  at  such  time  and  place,  as  should  appear  to  me 
most  convenient.  I  therefore  now  propose  the  painted  Post,  as  a  proper 
place  of  meeting;  and  as  it  is  important  that  the  Treaty  be  held  as 
soon  as  possible,  I  propose  that  we  should  meet  together  at  that  place 
by  the  15th  day  of  June  next.  That  time  and  place  I  hope  will  be 
convenient  and  agreeable  to  you,  and  I  shall  use  my  endeavours  that 
every  thing  else  shall  give  you  satisfaction. 

Brothers, 

You  will  naturally  ask,  for  what  special  purpose  you  are  called  to 
attend  this  Council  Fire? 
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Brothers, 

I  will  be  open  and  tell  you.  For  at  the  Council  fire  which  I 
kindled  at  Tioga,  in  the  name  of  our  Great  Chief,  General  Washington 
and  of  the  United  States,  I  assured  you  that  in  all  my  conduct  you 
should  find  me  open  and  sincere.  Without  sincerity  how  can  friend- 
ship be  preserved. 

Brothers, 

You  know  that  some  of  the  Western  Indians  have  lifted  up  the 
Hatchet,  and  struck  many  of  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States. 
You  told  me  that  the  Shawanese  had  invited  you  to  join  them  in 
a  war,  against  the  United  States,  but  that  you  had  refused  to  join 
them.  And  you  gave  strong  reasons  for  your  refusal.  You  said 
that  we  sit  side  by  side  and  ought  to  live  in  peace.  That  you 
wished  to  keep  the  path  between  us  open  and  clear,  that  you 
might  pass  and  repass  unhurt,  and  that  you  desired  to  be  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  that  your  women  and  children  might  be  in 
safety. 

Brothers, 

I  was  equally  pleased  with  your  determination,  and  with  the 
reasons  on  which  it  was  founded.  The  same  reasons  must  still 
influence  you  to  hold  fast  your  determination  of  maintaining  peace 
with  the  United  States.  Some  bad  men  however,  Enemies  of  the 
United  States,  may  again  endeavor  to  persuade  you  to  engage  in  the 
War,  and  by  misrepresentations  and  lies  prevail  on  some,  contrary 
to  their  own  Interest,  and  the  Interest  of  the  Six  Nations.  Now 
Brothers,  I  am  to  kindle  the  proposed  Council  Fire  at  the  Painted 
Post,  to  give  you  fresh  assurances,  of  the  good  will  of  the  United 
States,  of  their  desire  to  make  the  chain  of  friendship  still  brighter, 
and  to  keep  it  always  bright  and  to  shew  you  that  the  war  with 
the  Western  Indians,  is,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  not  a 
War  of  choice,  not  of  oppression,  not  of  injustice  but  of  necessity  to 
defend  our  Frontiers,  and  save  the  Settlers  from  distruction. 

Brothers, 

According  to  the  usual  practice  in  Treaties  with  Indians,  the  pro- 
posed Treaty  will  be  concluded  with  a  present  of  goods. 

Brothers, 

I  received  great  pleasure  in  the  Treaty  hold  with  you  last  Fall  at 
Tioga;  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted  was  entirely 
approved,   by  the  Chief  of  the  United  States.     I  hope  and  believe  that 
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the  intended  Treaty    will  be  equally  pleasing  and    give    equal    satisfac- 
tion to  our  great  Chief. 

Given   under   my    hand    and   seal    at    Wyoming    in    the    State    of 
Pennsylvania  the  17th  day  of  April  1791. 

(Signed) 

Timothy  Pickering 

D. 

3 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  95  of  the  let  Jaly  1791. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Seneca  Nation. 

My  Sons, 

With  this  you  will  receive  a  message  from  the  secretary  at  war  for 
the  United  States,  in  answer  to  that  of  the  Corn  Planter,  from  this 
place,  of  the  17th  of  last  month.  You  will  see,  my  sons,  by  that  mes- 
sage, that  the  Government  is  very  much  dissatisfied  at  the  murder 
which  has  been  committed  upon  the  friendly  Indians  at  Beaver  Creek. 
It  is  held,  I  assure  yau,  in  the  utmost  abhorence,  and  every  step  will 
be  taken  to  bring  the  guilty  persons  to  due  punishment.  You  will 
also  see  by  the  Proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
I  send  likewise,  that  a  thousand  Dollars  are  offered  for  the  appre- 
hending  any    of   them. 

My  Sons, 

My  heart  is  grieved  for  what  happened  to  our  friends  at  Beaver 
Creek,  and  likewise  for  the  mischief  that  has  been  done  to  the 
white  people  since,  along  the  Kiver.  If  that  mischief  had  not  been 
done,  it  would  have  been  much  easier  to  bring  the  murderers  to  jus- 
tice; as  it  is,  nothing  shall  be  left  undone,  that  can  be  done  to  effect 
it.  I  assure  you  my  sons,  that  my  heart  is  still  good  and  right 
towards  all  the  Indians,  and  tho'  I  am  employed  to  lead  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  against  them,  if  they  continue  to  be  hostile, 
it  would  be  much  more  agreeable  to  me,  that  they  should  listen 
to  the  voice  of  peace;  and  that  instead  of  carrying  war  and  destruc- 
tion into  their  Country,  they  would  allow  me  to  be  their  friend 
and   Protector. 

My  Sons, 

I  am  very  sorry  that  some  of  you  met  likewise  with  illtreatment 
as  you  were  going  home  from  this  place.  Consider  what  had  hap- 
pened at  Owen's  Island,  a  few  days  before,  and  you  will  not  be 
much  surprized  at  it;  for  it  proceeded  from  people  who  were  strang- 
ers to  you,  and  your  good  intentions.  Notwithstanding  I  disapprove 
of  it   very    much ;   and    the    President    of    the    United    States   will   be 
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very  angry  when  he  hears  of  it.  The  man  who  commanded  the 
party  shall  be  prosecuted,  and  tho  it  may  be  a  little  slow,  complete 
justice   will   at   last   be   done   to   you. 

My    Son,    the   Corn    Planter,    hearken    to    mo. 

We  have  laboured  together  in  the  good  work  of  peace,  do  not 
suffer  what  has  happened  to  disgust  you,  and  turn  you  aside.  I 
know  it  will  not,  and  I  hope  that  we  may  yet  succeed  in  bringing 
all  People  into  the  good  way,  and  that  all  the  Red  and  the  White 
people  may  live  together  like  good  friends  and  Brothers.  Believe 
me,  my  son,  it  is  not  the  wish  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
Red  people  should  be  destroyed,  but  if  some  of  them  will  still  be 
foolish,  and  cannot  be  brought  into  the  good  way  we  must  make 
strong  war  upon  them,  and  you  and  your  people  must  go  along  with 
me. 

My  Sons, 

I  hope  the  message  to  the  Western  Indians  has  been  sent  forward 
long  ago,  and  that  I  shall  soon  hear  how  it  has  been  received.  The 
season  is  advancing  fast,  and  if  they  will  not  hearken  to  the  good 
words  that  are  sent  them,  we  must  make  war  in  earnest.  I  hope 
likewise  that  you  have  sent  on  your  friend  Colonel  Proctor;  he  was 
ordered  to  meet  me  at  Fort  Washington  early  next  month,  with  the 
answer  of  those  people,  whether  it  were  for  peace  or  whether  it  were 
for  war,  and  I  cannot  delay  longer  than  about  that  time. 

My  Sons, 

I  have  said  that  we  must  make  strong  war,  and  that  you  must  ga 
along  with  me,  I  expect  and  desire  that  you  will  send  word  to  Gen- 
eral Butler  at  this  Place,  how  many  will  go,  and  when  they  will  be 
ready.  When  you  have  given  him  notice  of  the  murder,  he  will  direct 
the  time  you  are  to  set  out,  and  the  Place  where  you  will  embark, 
and  he  also  goes  along  himself. 

My  Son.<, 

I  cannot  forget  tho  mischief  that  happened  at  Beaver  Creek  because 
I  am  told,  tiiey  were  the  people  of  my  friend  the  Pipe — I  cannot  help 
shedding  tears  for  them;  and  I  repeat  tho  detestation  tho  action  is 
held  in  by  all  good  men,  and  by  tho  govornniont,  and  tho  murder- 
ers will  surely  be  punished.  I  have  sent  a  speech  of  condolence 
to  the  Pipe,  and  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  can  bo  had,  I  will  make 
the  friends  of  the  deceas'd  a  compensation  for  what  tho  villains  robbed 
them    of. 
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Fare  well  my  sons.  Hold  fast  the  chain  of  friendship  and  try  to 
put  it  into  the  hands  of  all  other  nations;  The  United  States  love 
the  Senecas,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  all  other  nations 
are  sensible,  that  it  is  their  own  interests  to  be  their  friends  likewise. 

May  the   good  spirit   bless  you    my  sons,    preside  in   your  Councils, 

and   direct   all   your  affairs. 

from   your  friend 

(Signed)  Ar.  St.  Claib, 

Major  General  Commanding  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  & 

Governor  of  the  Territory  North  West  of  the  Ohio. 


Dated  at  Pittsburgh 

April  23d  1791 


.[ 


In  Lord  Dorchester's  4— to  Lord  Qrenville  No.  95,  of  the  let  Jaly  1791. 

[  Q  51-2,  p  754  ] 


J.   KNOX,    SEC'Y   of   war,    TO   MAJOR   GEN.    RICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department  May  26th  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  yours  dated  at  Turtle  Creek  13  miles  East  of 
Pittsburg   on    the   19th    Instant. 

As  the  Virginia  Levies  are  marching  without  arms  and  as  it 
appears  by  your  last  letter  there  may  be  some  danger  on  the  route 
to  Pittsburg  it  will  be  all  important  that  you  use  the  armed  Troops 
in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  injury  to  the  unarmed 
Levies   or   the   Troops   which    are   on    their   way    to   Fort   Pitt. 

You  could  detach  arms  accoutrements  and  ammunition  to  meet 
the   Levies   before   they    arrive   upon   dangerous   gifeund. 

I  have  directed  arms  accoutrements  &  ammunition  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Maryland  Levies,  and  I  would  do  so  by  the  Virginia  Levies 
but  it  appears  by  inforflaation  from  Mr.  Swan  and  Colonel  Darke 
that  all  the  Virginia  Levies  would  be  in  motion  before  the  first  of 
June,  113  were  to  march  from  Winchester  on  the  18th  so  that  they 
will  arrive  at  Fort  Pitt  previously  to  this  Letter.  The  Levies  from 
Carlisle   and    Trenton    will   also   be   armed. 

I  enclose  you  a  schedule  of  the  troops  which  have  actually  marched 
and  which  will  probably  march  before  the  1st  of  June. 

By  the  10th  of  Jane  I  expect    we    shall    march    150   regulars    under 

Beatty  or  Doyle  and  by  this   time   the   remainder   also    of   the    Jersey 

Battalion  which  will  probably  be  about  60. 
31 
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The  recruiting  service  at  the  Eastward  is  exceedingly  dull  we  shall 
probably  fall  short  in  that  quarter. 

Besides  the  request  herein  contained  relative  to  the  safety  of  the 
unarmed  parties  I  shall  write  to  Colonel  Gibson  to  make  up  of  Pur- 
dy's  company  which  is  about  marching  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  of  Colonel  Proctor.  You  will  please  to  give 
me  and  to  Major  General  St.  Clair  the  earliest  information  you  shall 
hear  relative  to  him,  and  also  you  will  keep  me  constantly  informed 
of  every  thing  necessary  for  me  to  know. 

In  a  few  days  I  shall  be  able  with  certainty  to  estimate  the  force 
which  will  march  in  the  course  of  the  month  of  June. 

I  have  the  honor  &c        (Signed)         J.  Knox 

Major  General  Richard  Butler.  Secy  of  War. 

indorsed:    No.  15.  ' 

[  Q  58-1,  p  158  ]  


Schedule  of    the   Troops    actually    marched    from  the  respective    rendezvous  for 

Fort   Pitt,  1791. 


Commanding  officers. 


Leviee... 
iBt  Kegt. 
2nd  Do.. 
Iflt  Do... 


LevieB. 


2ndBegt. 


Capt  Jonathaa  Snowden 
Capt  John  Armstrong... 

Lient  John  Piatt 

Capt  Joseph  Montfort... 

Capt  Joseph  Sloagh 

Capt  Wm  Powers 

('apt  Zebnion  Pike 

Capt  Joseph  Shenlor 


Time  of 
marching 


April  27th.. 

ditto 

ditto 

May  8rd  .... 

"      4th.... 

"       5th.... 

"       9th.... 

"     17th.... 


From  what  rendezvons 


Trenton 

Philadelphia 

Delaware 

Stannton    (Virginia) 

Carlisle 

ditto 

Trenton 

Middleton,  Connecticot. 


Troops  which  will  march  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Jane  vizt 

From  Trenton 

Carlisle - 

Upper  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania 

Hagers  Town - - • 

Winchester ■ 


Corps 


Regnlars  Levies 


287 


Picitt. 
Pardy . 


101 


1S6 


83 
83 
83 
ISO 
260 


Estimate  of  RegalarH  A  Levies  (Brigadier  (ioneral  Sevier's  Battalion  Inclnded)  which  will 
inarrh  from  tlieir  respoctivo  Hondezvoos  for  the  frontiers  daring  the  course  of  the  m<»nth  of 
Jnno 


Total  Uegnlars  &,  Levies 


Total 


(MS 


6S9 


1,S02 
1.500 


2,802 


IadorBe<i:    No.  20. 

Ketam  of  Troops  marched  to  Fort  Pitt,  1791. 

[Q  58-1,  p  172a] 


War  Dept.  May  28th  1791. 
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COLONEL   A.  MC  KEE   TO    MAJOR   JOHN   SMITH. 

Copy    of    a     Letter    from    Colonel    MoKee    to    Major     Smith    dated, 
Foot   of   the   Rapids,    Miamies,    May   30th    1791. 

Having  been  informed  that  numerous  bands  of  Indians  propose 
passing  Detroit  upon  their  way  to  this  place,  have  therefore  thought 
it  advisable  to  direct  Capt.  Elliot  to  return  for  some  days  in  order 
to  prevent  their  being  too  troublesome  to  you  at  the  Post,  he  will 
remain  there  untill  they  are  all  past,  by  which  time  it  is  to  be 
expected,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  for  the  annual  supplies 
allowed  to  the  several  nations  in  this  Quarter;  and  as  we  have  heard 
nothing  farther  of  the  late  alarm  at  the  Miamies  towns,  which 
occasioned  their  delay,  are  now  in  hopes  of  seeing  soon  some  of 
their  Chiefs  down,  to  Council  with  those  present  &  that  are  daily 
expected. 

A  Prisoner  brought  in  by  the  Delawares  a  few  days  ago  from 
the  frontiers  to  the  village  near  this,  reports  that  the  Indians  are 
to  be  called  to  a  Treaty  at  Fort  Washington,  and  that  a  Colonel 
Proctor  is  on  the  way  for  the  purpose,  and  in  case  of  their  refusal 
an   army   of   5000   men   are   in   readiness   to   come   against   them. 

As  soon  as  the  meeting  of  the  Chiefs  takes  place  here,  shall  not 
fail  to  communicate  the  Result  of  their  deliberations  to  you,  & 
have   the   honor   &c 

.    (Signed)  A.  McKee. 

.[  Q  51-2,  p  784  ] 


J.   KNOX,   SEC  Y   OF   WAR,   TO   MAJOR   GEN.   RICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department  June  1  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  you 
of   the   26th    Ulto.  since   which    nothing   material   has   occurred. 

On   the   20th    Ulto    marched    from    Winchester   170   Levies   and   90 

followed    from    the    same    place    on    the    22nd.     150   Levies    were   to 

march    on    the    25th    from    Hagerstown,    the    30th    83    Levies    from 

Trenton    and    yesterday    Capt    Shailie    with    76    Regulars   of   the   2d 

Regt   marched   from    New   Brunswick. 

I   am    Sir  &ca. 

(Signed)  J.  Knox. 

Major  General  Butler. 

Indorsed:    No.  16. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  160  ] 
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J.    KNOX,   SEC'Y   of   war,   TO   MAJ.   GEN.    RICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department  June  let  1793. 

yiR, 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Hodgdon  the  Quarter  Master 
to  the  Army.  You  will  please  to  give  him  your  advice  and  direc- 
tions  forj  such    preparations]  as  shall   be   serviceable  to   the  campaign. 

I  have   &ca 

(Signed)  J.  Knox. 

Major  General  Richd  Butler. 

Indorsed:    No.  17. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  161  ] 


MAJOR   JOHN   STAGG3   JR.,   TO   MAJ.   GEN.   RICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department  Jane  2d  1791. 
Sir, 

The  Secretary  at  war  being  absent  for  a  day  or  two,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  him  dated  the 
22d    ultimo    with    the   enclosures. 

Mr.  Hodgdon  the  Quarter  Master  will  set  out  this  morning  for 
Pittsburg  and  will  hasten  his  Journey  in  order  to  make  whatever 
arrangements  may  be  found  necessary  in  his  department  and  to 
receive   your   further   commands. 

By  the  next  post  the  Secretary  of  ^Yar  will  write  you  more  particularly. 

I   have   the   honor   &ca 
(Signed)  Jno  Stagg,  Junr 

Chf  Clk. 
Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

Indorsed:    No.  32. 

[  Q  58-],  p  193] 


brig.    gen.    CHAS.   SCOTT   TO   THE   INDIANS. 

To    the   various     Tribes    of    Picankioskaws    and    the    nations    of     Red 
People  living  on  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  River. 

The  Sovereign  Councils  of    the    United   States,  have    long    patiently 
born  your  depredations  against  their    Settlements    on    this   side  of  the 
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Oreat  Mountains  in  the  hope  that  you  would  see  your  error  and  cor- 
Teot  it  by  entering  with  them  into  bonds   of   amity  and  lasting  peace. 

Moved  by  compassion  &  pitying  your  misguided  Councils,  they  have 
frequently  addressed  you  on  this  subject  but  without  effect  at  length 
"their  patience  is  exhausted  and  they  have  stretched  out  the  arm  of 
power  against  you,  their  mighty  sons  &  chief  warriors  have  at  length 
taken  up  the  hatchet,  they  have  penetrated  far  into  your  country  to 
meet  your  Warriors  and  punish  them  for  their  transgressions,  but  you 
fled  before  them  and  declined  the  Battle  leaving  your  wives  &  children 
to  their  mercy.  They  have  destroyed  your  old  Town  of  Ouias  &  the 
neighboring  villages  &  have  taken  away  many  men  prisoners.  Eesting 
here  two  days  to  give  you  time  to  collect  your  strength  they  pro- 
ceeded to  your  town  of  Kitipicancan,  but  you  again  fled  before 
them  and  that  old  Town  has  been  destroyed.  After  giving  this 
evidence  of  their  power  they  have  stopped  their  hands  because  they 
are  as  merciful  as  strong  &  they  again  indulge  the  hope  that  you 
will  come  to  a  sense  of  your  true  interests  and  determine  to  make 
a  lasting  Peace  with  them  &  their  children  forever.  The  United 
States  have  no  desire  to  destroy  the  Red  People,  altho'  they  have 
the  Dower,  but  should  you  decline  this  invitation,  and  pursue  your 
unprovoked  hostilities,  their  strength  will  again  be  exerted  against 
you.  Your  warriors  will  be  slaughtered  your  Towns  &  Villages  ran- 
sacked &  destroyed,  your  wives  &  children  carried  into  captivity  and 
you  may  be  assured  that  those  who  escape  the  fury  of  our  mighty 
chiefs  shall  find  no  resting  on  this  side  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

The  Warriors  of  the  United  States  will  not  distress  or  destroy 
women  children  nor  old  men,  and  altho'  policy  obliges  them  to  retain 
some  in  captivity,  yet  compassion  &  humanity  have  induced  them  to 
sett  others  at  liberty  who  will  deliver  you  this  Talk. 

Those  who  are  carried  .off  will  be  left  in  the  care  of  our  great  chief 
warrior  General  St  Clair  near  the  Miamis  and  opposite  to  the  Licking 
Eiver  where  they  will  be  treated  with  humanity  &  kindness.  If  you 
wish  to  recover  them  repair  to  that  place  by  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
determined  with  true  hearts  to  bury  the  Hatchet  and  smoke  the  pipe 
of  peace,  they  will  then  be  restored  to  you  &  you  may  again  sit  down 
in  security  at  your  old  Towns  and  live  in  peace  &  happiness  unmolested 
by  the  children  of  the  United  States,  who  will  become  your  friends  & 
protectors  and  will  be  ready  to  furnish  you  with  all  necessaries  you 
may  require.  But  should  you  foolishly  persist  in  your  warfare  the 
sons  of  war  will  be  set   loose  against  you  and  the  Hatchet  will  never 
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be   buried    untill  yonr   Country  is   desolate  and   your  people   humbled 
to   the   dust. 

Given    under    my    hand    &:   Seal   at    Ouiattanon    the    4th   day   of 
June   1791 

(Signed)  Chas.  Scott 


Indorsed :    E. 

Id  Lord  Dorcbeeter'e  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  102. 


Br.  Genl. 

D. 


[  Q  52,  p  274  ] 


COL.   A.   MC  KEE   TO   MAJOB  JOHN   SMITH. 

Copy   of    a    letter    from    Col.  McKee   to   Major   Smith,   dated    Foot    of 
the  Rapids,  Miamies,  4th  June,   1791. 

My  letter  of  the  30th  Ultimo,  would  inform  you  of  everything 
material  to  that  period. 

Since  then  a  Deputation  of  Chiefs  arrived  from  the  Glaize,  in  the 
name  of  the  Miamies  Towns,  as  well  as  themselves  to  acquaint  the 
Indians  assembled  here,  of  an  army  being  actually  discovered  upon 
their  march  on  this  side  of  Ohio,  and  advancing  into  their  Country. 
About  ten  days  from  this  date. 

In  consequence  of  this  intelligence  the  nations  here  have  deter- 
mined to  move  towards  the  Miamies  Towns  and  there  wait  ^he  event; 
should  this  intelligence  be  authentic  something  important  must 
happen    in    the   course   of   a   few   days. 

There  is  a  Report  brought  here  from  the  Glaize  that  Colonel 
Proctor  who  it  was  said  was  to  have  brought  proposals  for  Peace 
to  the  Indians  was  seen  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  place  and  the 
way  to  our  Camp  from  a  Canadian  one  Blanchard.  But  it  is  now 
upwards  of  a  fortnight  and  we  have  heard  nothing  more  of  him.  It 
is  supposed  that  on  his  hearing  of  the  approach  of  an  array  from 
Kentucky  against  the  Indians  he  has  thought  proper  to  retire  towards 
Pittsburgh. 

He  was  accompanied  by  three  Senecas  of  the  Corn  Planter's  party 
and  it  probable  himself;  this  account  has  changed  the  minds  of 
many  of  the  Indians  who  had  before  entertained  hopes  of  pacific 
measures  and  they  all  appear  now  unanimous  in  defending  themselves. 
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As  we  are   now  in  hourly  expectation  of   receiving    further    accounts 

from  above  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity    of   forwarding    them    to 

you  and  have  the     honor  &ca 

(Signed)  A.  McKee 

11:  D. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  95,  of  let  Jnly  1791. 

[  Q  51-2,  p  785  J  


LETTER   FROM    CAPT.    JOSEPH   BRANT   TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Extract    of    a    Letter   from    Captain    Joseph    Brant   dated    Camp   Foot 
of  the  Rapids  4th  June  1791. 

''I  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  yon  my  disappointment  of 
not  meeting  the  American  Commissioner  at  this  place  as  I  understand 
that  he  was  to  come  for  I  was  then  in  great  hopes  that  we  should 
have  brought  the  dispute  to  a  conclusion,  that  is  provided  they  were 
more  moderate  than  heretofore,  instead  of  which  I  find  that  an  Ameri- 
can Army  is  now  on  its  way  &  not  more  than  three  or  four  days 
march  at  this  moment  to  the  Miami  Towns,    from  Kentucky." 

"My  situation  is  become  such  that  I  cannot  withdraw,  without 
incurring  the  displeasure  of  all  the  nations  in  this  quarter,  therefore 
find  myself  obliged  by  every  Tie  of  Friendship  to  join  them  in  defense 
of  their  Country. " 

"I  no  doubt  have  often  been  very  troublesome  to  you  in  the  many 
requests  made  for  my  own  Countrymen,  and  indeed  intruded  upon  your 
goodness; — the  only  one  that  I  have  now  to  make  regards  my  wife  & 
family,  who  I  hope  you  will  always  befriend  as  you  have  heretofore 
done,  and  in  case  of  an  accident  happening  to  me,  I  make  no  doubt 
but  you'll  have  the  goodness  to  make  your  best  endeavours  to  procure 
her  a  pension. 

D. 

Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart. 

9: 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  95,  of  Ist  July  1791. 

[  Q  51-2,  p  782  ]  

MA.JOR   JOHN   SMITH   TO   GEN.    CLARKE. 

Detroit  5th  June  1791, 
Sir,  Evening. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Capt.  Elliot  is  this  instant 
arriving  with  the  account  of  an  American  Army  being  close  on  the 
Miami  Towns;  consisting  of  it  is  believed  chiefly  of  militia,  and 
advancing   in   15   thin    Columns. 
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I  enclose  the  copies  of  two  Letters,  I  have  received  from  Colonel 
MoKee. 

About  two  hundred  warriors,  have  passed  here  within  these  few 
days,  and  Capt.  Elliot  supposes  when  the  whole  Indian  force  is 
collected,  it  may  consist  of  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  fight- 
ing  men. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be   Sir 

Your  most    obedient    humble  Servant 

(Signed)  John  Smith 

Major  5th  Regt. 
General  Clarke  ifcca. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  95,  of  the  let  Jnly  1791. 
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Rettim  of  the  Detroit  Militia  fit  for  active  service  who  can  be  drafted  without  injury 
to  the  necessary  agriculture  of  the  Settlement  with  the  number  that  can  move  as 
cavalry  8th  June,  1791. 


Strength  of  the  CompanieB 

Remarks  and  extracts  from  the  Captains' 

as 
Cavalry 

as 
Infantry 

Remains 

Total 

retarns. 

Me 

gor  McGregors. 
rMaiBonvillee .. 

10 

20 

75 
134 

70 

88 

71 
10 

90 

78 

105 
134 

70 

88 

76 
38 

120 
110 

Mooran 

et  illes  n'ont  point  aasez  de  Cbeveaax  ponr 
lenr  propre  onvrage. 

Campeaa 

canaer  qaelqae    prejadice   an    traveanx    des 
habitants.     Ponr  les  Cheveanx,  de  nombre 
considerable    mort,    dopins    (laelqae  anntos 
les  met  dans  L'  impossible  dans  fonrnir. 
Ponr  lee   Cheveanx,  il  n'y  a  pas    sntiicament 

a 

•3- 

a 
ce 

Nimforton  .. 
Aekin 

16 
28 

12 
12 

9 

ponr  lee  traveanx  de  terre  a  cnliver,  .Jt^  ne 
crois  pas,  qn'on  piasse  prendee  personne, 
sans  prejudice  a  I'agricnltnre  de  la  terre. 

Uamelin 

Beoac  

18 
20 

tarily  offered  to  go  on  service,  yet  as  they  are 
all  more  or  less  engaged  in  mercantile  bnsi- 
nesB,  they  would  snfTer  in  their  absence  were 
more  than  half  of  the  whole  present  called 
on." 

River  anz  RaisinB.  abont  40  miles  from  Detroit 

Total 

78 

67 

696 

741 

(Signed) 

(Signed) 


11.    (^opy. 
Indoraed:    Return  of  the  Detroit  Militia    8th  Jnne  1791— 

In  Lord  Dorcheater'a  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  93,  of  27th  .July  1791. 


Gregor  McGregor— -Major — 

Commanding  the  Militia. 
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COUNCIL   OF    WESTERN   INDIANS. 

Proceedings   of     a   meeting   with   the    Sachems    and    Chief     Warriors 

of   the   Six  Nations   at   BufiFalo   Creek 

8th   June   1791. 

The  Fish  Carrier,  the  principal  Cayuga  Chief  answered  the  mes- 
sage delivered  by  Mr.  Johnston  the  interpreter  from  Colonel  Gordon 
and  Colonel    Butler. 

Brothers, 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  the  Commanding  oflBcer  and  Colonel 
Butler  have  taken  notice  of  the  dispute,  that  a  few  days  ago  happened 
between  some  of  our  young  men  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  on  our 
way  home  from  Niagara;  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  measures 
you  have  taken,   and  pleased  with  your  attention  to  our  welfare 

We  are  very  happy  on  reflection  to  observe,  that  from  Sir  William 
Johnson's  administration  to  this  time  the  King  our  Father  has  been 
careful  to  place  the  management  of  our  affairs  in  the  hands  of  such 
people,  as  have  studied  our  interest,  and  conducted  us  through  one 
continual  regular  and  safe  path,  and  we  hope  our  steady  attachment 
to  the  King  our  Father  will  convince  him,  that  we  are  not  unmindful 
of  his  attention  to  our  interest. 

When  the  King  our  Father  sent  Sir  William  Johnson  to  take  care 
of  us  we  were  perplexed  with  internal  disputes  between  nation  and 
nation,  but  from  his  great  care  and  wise  management  they  were  all 
settled,  and  from  that  steady  and  uniform  rule  of  conduct  observed  by 
his  successors,  we  feel  ourselves  indebted  for  the  happy  union  of  the 
Six  Nations  at  this  time,  we  are  happy  to  see  the  King  our  Father  so 
desirous  to  restore  peace  between  our  brethren  the  Western  Indians, 
and  the  United  States,  to  bring  which  about  nothing  shall  be  wanting 
on  our  parts,  we  shall  always  pay  strict  attention  to  what  the  King 
our  Father  recommends  being  fully  convinced  that  he  studies  our  good. 

5  Strings  Wampum  black  &  white. 

The  Farmers  Brother,   the  principal  Seneca  Chief  then  spoke. 

Brother, 

We  are  now  ready  to  set  out  to  meet  the  Commissioner  of  the 
United  States  upon  business,  which  he  tells  us  is  of  great  impor- 
tance to  our  future  welfare,  and  has  promised  us  a  present  without 
telling  us  for  what;  this  is  the  first  present  that  has  been  promised 
us  since  the  peace  from  that  quarter,  which  excites  a  great  deal 
of  anxiety  in  our  minds.  We  have  been  asked,  or  rather  told,  by 
32 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  against  our  \\'e6tern 
Brethren,  and  perhaps  this  meeting  is  intended  for  the  same  pur- 
pose; but  we  hope  Colonel  (xordon  and  Colonel  Butler  will  make 
their  minds  easy,  our  intentions  are  not  for  war  but  for  peace, 
and  should  anything  come  to  our  knowledge  that  would  be  likely 
to  interest  or  effect  the  King's  interests,  we  will  immediately  dis- 
patch  a  runner,  with  intelligence,  and  we  are  determined  should 
the  hatchet  be  offered  us  we  will  cover  up  the  Council  fire  and  return 
home. 

The  Chief  having  requested  to  meet  in  Council  the  next  day  and 
having  met  Mr  Johnson  explained  to  them  the  purport  of  a  letter 
from  Captain  Brant  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler,  dated  Foot  of  the 
Rapids,  Miamies  River  24th  May  1791  as  follows — "That  the  American 
"Army  had  crossed  the  Ohio  river,  and  that  scouts  with  intelligence 
"are  hourly  expected,  that  the  Indians  were  collecting  themselves  in 
"bodies  from  all  quarters,  that  it  was  uncertain  when  the  meeting 
"would  take  place,  and  that  such  as  were  there  already,  seemed  little 
"inclined  for  Peace." 

The  Farmer's  Brother  then  replied. 

Brother, 

We  thank  Colonel  Gordon  &  Colonel  Butler  for  their  attention  to 
us,  it  excites  our  gratitude,  and  if  possible  will  still  more  strengthen 
our  attachment  to  the  King  our  Father,  Colonel  Gordon  &  the 
Deputy  agent  of  Indian  Affairs  know  all  the  steps  we  have  taken, 
and  our  determination  since  Captain  Brant's  departure,  and  as 
writing  was  a  more  certain  way  of  conveyance  than  verbal  messages, 
we  request  the  favor  of  them  to  write  fully  to  Captain  Brant  what 
has  been  done  here,  and  we  thank  him  for  his  attention  and  exer- 
tions in  public  business,  and  we  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating 
to  him  the  result  of  our  meeting  at  the  Painted  Post,  and  we  assure 
him,  that  we  will  exert  ourselves  as  much  as  is  in  our  power  for  the 
general  good  of  our  people. 

The  Fish  Carrier,  Cowkiller,  and  Onondaga  Chiefs  spoke  to  the 
same  purpose. 


D. 
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JOURNAL. 

Copy    of   a  Journal  dated  Detroit  8th  June  1791 

The  Loups  delivered  to  Capt  McKee  a  prisoner  made  at  Venango, 
on  French  Creek,  who  said  he  had  seen  on  the  15th  of  April  a  certain 
Col.  Proctor,  sent  from  Philadelphia  by  Congress,  to  arrange  a  peace 
with  the  Indians,  he  had  with  him  Senecds  &  an  interpreter,  that 
the  next  day  he  was  to  leave  for  BufPaloe  Creek,  near  Fort  Erie,  he 
adds  that  the  Colonel  had  said,  that  the  Congress  had  ordered  to  raise- 
five  thousand  men,  who  would  be  ready  in  May,  in  case  the  Indians 
would  refuse  the  peace.  It  was  the  same  whom  Colonel  Gordon  had 
refused  to  engage,  who  has  since  been  at  the  Glaize,  where  he  heard, 
that  an  army  was  marching  to  the  Miamis.  He  had  wisely  left  on  hi& 
return,  saying  that  his  mission  would  be  finished  the  10th  of  May. 

A  courier  from  the  Miamis  the  9th  of  May  reports  that  the 
Americans  were  at  the  Portage  of  the  White  River,  they  did  not 
follow  the  same  road  as  last  Autumn.  There  appeared  to  be  Militia 
&  no  Artillery.  A  prisoner  that  the  Indians  had  made,  whom  they 
had  afterwards  killed  &  eaten  the  heart;  had  said  that  there  were 
only  two  thousand  men  of. the  infantry  &  seven  hundred  volunteer 
cavalry  from  Kentucky,  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  raise  more. 
Five  hundred  Indians,  Sacs  &  Renards,  who  waited  some  time  at  th© 
Miamis,  returned  for  want  of  food,  the  fourth  day  after  their  departure, 
the  Miamis  had  intelligence  that  the  Americans  would  advance,  they 
sent  after  them  inviting  them  to  return.  The  5th  of  June  on  the 
refusal  of  the  Indians  to  go  for  provisions  &  ammunition  to  the 
foot  of  the  Rapids,  Capt  McKee  had  sent  a  piroque  of  these  two 
articles.  The  Wabache  Indians  learned  from  a  man  from  Post  Vin- 
cennes  that  a  number  of  Americans  dressed  in  white  coats  said  to  be 
French  had  possession  of  Post  St.  Vincent  &  that  the  garrison  had 
capitulated  &  had  formed  a  camp  near  the  fort.  The  Indians  think- 
ing that  this  army  was  destined  to  come  to  the  Wabash,  immedi- 
ately left  to  guard  their  rivers,  that  the  2nd  of  June  there  were 
not  at  the  Miamis  more  than  seven  hundred  Indians,  which  at  this 
time  had  been  increased  by  three  hundred  &  forty,  which  formed 
a  sufficient  number  to  oppose  the  enemy.  If  they  are  not  better 
supplied  with  ammunition  &  provisions,  they  will  be  obliged  to 
disperse,  and  will  be  dissatisfied  with  the  English,  who  put  the 
axe  in  their  hand,  they  say  that  it  would  be  very  easy  for  the 
English    to   supply   them    with    these   articles    by   the   carriages   which. 
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go  to  the  Miamis  empty,  without  compelling  them  to  go  to  the  foot 
of  the  rapids,  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  was  on  the  march  also  that 
they  had  no  carriages  to  make  the  Journey.  Capt  Brant  who  at  the 
time  of  his  arrival  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  knew  that  Colonel  Proc- 
tor would  propose  peace,  said  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  support 
the  nations  &  seeing  the  other  nations  so  strongly  disposed  for  war, 
that  Proctor  would  fail  &  that  an  army  was  on  the  march,  changed 
round  &  declared  that  they  would  not  kindle  their  fire  &  left  the  foot 
of  the  Rapids  the  5th  of  June  for  the  Miamis. 

I  send  you  enclosed  the  copy  of  the  order,  in  virtue  of  which,  the 
Canadian  &  English  Militia  of  Detroit  assembled  yesterday  the  7th 
of  June  &  their  answer.  The  repairs  of  Fort  Lernoult  were  finished 
the  4th  of  this  month  the  fort  as  well  as  the  walls.  Tho  same  day 
the  oflScer  of  artillery  commenced  to  exercise  thirty  soldiers  to  serve 
as  artillery,  one  of  the  gunboats  will  be  ready  in  a  little  while,  the  two 
vessels  will  be  ready  to  launch  the  20  or  24th  of  June. 

Copy    of    a    letter   addressed    to   Capt    Maisonville    dated    Detroit    6th 
June. 

Sir 

Kindly  make  a  report  of  your  company  according  to  the  under 
mentioned   form    to   enable   us   to   make   ours   to    Lord    Dorchester. 

1st     Total   number. 

2nd.     Number   of   men    which    you    can    furnish. 

3rd.     Number   of   cavalry 

(Signed)  Gregor  McGregor 

Commandant  of  the  Militia  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  fort 
of  Detroit  as  well  as  those  outside  answered,  that  they  would  be 
always  ready,  as  they  had  always  been  to  defend  the  government  & 
their  property  &  would  obey  the  first  order  of  my  Lord  or  of  his 
representatives.  That  this  company  had  been  formed  by  the  merchants 
who  desired  it  in  the  interest  of  their  commerce,  &  to  engage  in  a  war 
in  which  the  Indians  alone  shared;  and  which  had  not  perhaps  the 
sanction  of  my  Lord,  they  would  not.  The  company  of  Maisonville  & 
that  on  the  other  shore,  had  made  about  the  same  auower,  had  objected 
that  they  had  no  horses  the  illness  among  the  animals  having  been 
considerable,  they  complained  much  that  the  Indians  had  destroyed 
their  animals,  &  robbed  many  houses  of  Hour  A:  other  things,  that 
they     said     was     in     the     power    of    no    one   to   indemnify    them    for, 
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which  had  always  been  done  before,  and  that  they  would  not  will- 
ingly after  that  assist  them,  but  that  when  real  service  required  it, 
that  they  would  not  do  less,  than  they  had  already  done,  fifty  two 
having   been     at   the   post   with    Hamilton. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Greaville  No.  95,  of  let  Jnly  1791. 
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War  Department  June  9th  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
22d   and   29th    ultimo   and  of   the   1st   instant. 

The  clothing  and  canteens  for  Clarke's  Battalion  must  have  all 
reached   Fort   Pitt   on    or   about   the   1st   Instant. 

Sheet  Iron  was  sent  forward  in  order  to  make  the  camp  Kettles  at 
Fort  Pitt,  Camp  Kettles  ready  made  would  have  been  rendered  useless 
by  the  transportation.  . 

The  Knapsacks  were  neither  painted  nor  strapped  But  the  Quarter 
Master  was  to  forward  both  paint  and  straps. 

But  in  order  to  remedy  this  matter  entirely  I  have  directed  a  suffi- 
ciency to  be  painted  and  strapped  here  and  they  will  be  forwarded  in 
a  few  days. 

The  Quarter  Master  says  that  he  consulted  good  judges  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Pack  Saddles  But  I  believe  from  your  representation  that 
he  has  been  mistaken. 

I  am  satisfied  that  you  have  employed  some  persons  to  make  trees 
for  other  saddles  if  the  materials  which  you  mention  to  make  up  the 
pack  saddles  have  not  been  already  forwarded  which  I  believe  is  the 
case  it  shall  be  done  immediately. 

The  Quarter  Master  made  an  arrangement  for  Boats  and  the  Cavalry 
Horses  I  have  conceived  that  Kentucky  was  the  proper  place  to  pur- 
chase the  Pack  Horses  and  have  directed  it  accordingly.  Mr  Hodgdon 
the  Quarter  Master  sat  out  for  Carlisle  on  the  7th  Instant  and  will 
be  at  Fort  Pitt  by  the  12th  or  13th.  He  is  amply  furnished  with 
the  medns  of  obtaining  every  thing  that  shall  be  wanting  for  the 
Campaign,  and  I  have  directed  him  to  take  your  advice  upon  such 
preparations  as  you  may  deem  essential  and  which  have  already 
been   done. 
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As  the  representative  of  the  public  in  the  preparations  of  the 
campaign,  I  feel  it  my  duty  and  it  is  most  certainly  my  inclina- 
tion that  every  article  however  minute  should  be  furnished  and  I 
have   given    the   directions   accordingly. 

From  the  activity  of  Mr  Hodgdon  and  his  ample  funds  I  have 
no  doubt  that  all  things  in  the  Quarter  Masters  department  will  be 
prepared  in  due  season. 

The  returns  of  the  provisions  which  you  transmitted  me  it  appears 
that  such  u  quantity  of  Hour  is  already  purchased  that  no  apprehen- 
sions may  be  entertained  on  that  account,  until  the  expedition  shall 
take  place  and  during  the  operations  of  the  trooiDS  dependence  must 
be  placed  on  live  Cattle  the  Posts  to  be  established  will  require  six 
months  salted  meat  and  the  other  parts  of  the  Ration  in  proportion. 
This  object  the  Contractor  has  promised  to  attend  to  and  from  his 
information  there  will  be  no  disappointment. 

There  are  no  light  Fuzees  for  the  Levy  officers.  The  French  arms 
which  have  been  forwarded  are  not  heavy  and  I  should  presume 
would  answer  the  purpose  of  all  the  officers  very  well. 

As  the  parties  of  levies  excepting  the  Virginians  who  are  yet  to 
march  forward  will  be  armed  the  arras  requested  by  the  State  might 
have  been  delivered. 

The  colors  for  the  Levies  have  not  been  deemed  essential,  but  at 
your  request  they  shall  be  forwarded. 

There  are  plenty  of  tents  gone  forward  but  I  believe  no  Marquees. 
The  nature  of  the  Campaign  will  render  it  very  improper  that  heavy 
tents  should  be  used  on  the  expedition,  but  the  Quarter  Master  can 
modify  those  already  gone  according  to  the  direction  of  the  general 
officers. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  Major  Butler  has  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Eastern  Battalion  of  Levies  in  this  state  I  hope  the 
remaining  company  will  soon  be  filled  and  marched. 

The  object  of  Colonel  Proctor's  mission  having  failed  of  which  he 
informed  you.  General  Sinclair  will  no  restrain  the  expedition  under 
General  Scott. 

I  am  persuaded  that  you  transmitted  to  General  St  Clair  the  whole 
of  Colonel  Proctor's  dispatches  because  on  his  early  receipt  thereof 
much    will    depend. 

You  will  not  retain  more  troops  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  Uhio 
than  shall  be  necessary  for  the  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers 
all  beyond  tlint  number  you  will  order  down  the  Kivor  to  Head 
Quarters. 
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You  will  also  make  a  perfect  arrangement  for  the  collection  of 
those  who  shall  be  employed  in  the  defensive  protection  at  the  time 
they    shall   be   required   for   the   expedition, 

I  enclose  you  in  confidence  an  estimate  of  the  troops  who  have 
marched   and    who   will   march    in    the   course   of    the   present   month. 

The  recruiting  service  has  been  very  dull  in  New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts  and  Khode  Island.  In  Connecticut  it  has  been  better 
I  hope  however  to  march  Five  hundred  regulars  three  year's  men 
in  the  course  of  the  present  month,  but  this  includes  Doyle  and 
Beatty  and  all  others  to  the  Eastward.  This  number  is  contemp- 
lated  in   the   number   of   the   enclosed    estimate. 

As  we  shall  not  have  all  the  three  years  men  I  was  induced  to 
hope  and  as  you  seem  to  think  that  a  company  of  Levies  could 
be  raised  in  Fayette,  I  hereby  authorize  you  to  raise  one  two  three 
or  even  four  companies  or  a  battalion  of  Levies  provided  the  object 
could  be  certainly  accomplished  by  the  15th  or  20th  of  July  in  the 
upper   counties   of   Pennsylvania   and    Virginia. 

If  you  go  into  this  measure  you  will  immediately  inform  me  and 
General  St.  Clair  thereof  for  the  Counties  and  advance  pay  you 
will  draw  upon  the  Pay  Master,  a  great  part  of  the  clothing  is 
ready  made   and  shall  be  immediately  forwarded  upon  your  notification. 

You  could  appoint  the  oflBcers  and  as  soon  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  arrive  which  will  be  about  the  23rd  instant 
the  Commissioners  shall  be  forwarded  upon  the  names  of  the  officers 
being   certified    by    you. 

I  am  afraid  of  the  instability  of  gentlemen  volunteers  and  there- 
fore cannot  give  any  encouragement  to  the  idea.  The  organization 
of  the  corps  of  cavalry  is  with  Major  General  St  Clair  who  will 
take  Kegulars  or  Levies  or  both  as  he  shall  judge  proper.  The 
equipments  are  excellent  and  I  hope  the  corps  will  be  of  that  descrip- 
tion. I  have  suggested  Captain  Snowden  who  was  of  Lees  Corps  as 
an  officer  of  Horse. 

I  consider  that  all  the  troops  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  schedule 
will  be  at  Head  Quarters  by  the  15th  of  August  at  farthest  the  greater 
part  long  before,  as  I  presume  that  twenty  three  hundred  will  have 
marched  from  their  respective  rendezvous  on  or  before  the  22d  instant 
But  this  includes  Sevier's  Battalion. 

There  is  no  frontier  battalion  of  Virginia.  Sevier's  battalion  is  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  South  of  the  Ohio,  there  are 
Six  Battalions  of  Levies  only,  to  wit  Seviers,  Virginia,  Maryland. 
These   compose   the   first   Regiment   of     Levies.     The   second   is   com- 
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posed  from  the  two  battalions  from  this  State  and  one  from  New- 
Jersey. 

You  mention  your  taking  some  measures  with  the  Six  Nations, 
this  must  not  interfere  with  the  treaty  which  is  to  take  place  at  the 
painted  post,  to  be  held  there  by  Colonel  Pickering  on  the  17th 
Instant. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Indians  must  join  one  side  or  the  other 
and  that  the  Senecas  and  others  had  better  join  ours  than  the  Enemy's 
Colonel  Pickering  is  instructed  upon  this  point. 

You  will  I  am  persuaded  join  at  Head  Quarters  at  Fort  Washington, 
so  soon  as  that  you  shall  judge  the  service  does  pot  longer  require 
your  presence  at  Fort  Pitt  or  as  soon  as  you  receive  the  orders  for 
that  purpose  from  General  St  Clair.  In  this  case  you  will  undoubt- 
edly give  the  necessary  orders  to  be  observed  relative  to  the  collection 
and  transportation  of  the  troops. 

But  as  I  have    before  mentioned  to  you  it  is  my  desire  to  avoid  the 

least  interference    with    the    orders    of    Major    General  St  Clair.       His 

orders  are  therefore  to  be  obeyed  in  all  respects. 

I  am  ctca 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 
Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

lD(ioree<l:    No.  is. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  162  ) 


CAPT.    A.    GORDON    TO   CAPT.    .TOSEPH    BRANT. 

Niagara  11th  June  1791. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  glad  to  find  by  your  letter,  from  the  foot  of  the  Kapids,  to 
Colonel  Butler,  that  you  was  in  good  health,  and  I  very  sincerely 
hope  the  business  you  are  engaged  in,   will  be  attended    with    success. 

From  the  inconsistent  proceedings  of  the  Americans,  I  am  perfectly 
at  a  loss  to  understand  their  full  intentions.  Whilst  they  are  assem- 
bling Councils  at  different  quarters,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
bringing  about  a  peace,  the  Six  Nations  have  received  a  speech  from 
General  St  Clair,  dated  at  Pittsburgh  23rd  of  April,  inviting  them  to 
take  up  the  Hatchet  against  their  Brothers  the  Western   Indians. 

Can  any  thing  bo  more  inconsistent?  or  can  they  possibly  believe 
the  Indians  are  to  bo  duped  by  .such  shallow  artificesy  -  This  is  far 
from    being   the    case;    the    Indians   at    Buffalo    Crook     saw    the   busi- 
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ness  in  its  proper  light,  and  treated  the  Invitation  with  the  con- 
tempt  it   deserved. 

It  must  strike  you  very  forcibly  that  in  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  different  Commissioners  from  the  American  States,  they  have 
cautiously  avoided  ai^plying  for  our  interference,  as  a  measure  they 
affect  to  think  perfectly  unnecessary  wishing  to  impress  the 
Indians  with  Ideas  of  their  own  consequence,  and  of  the  little 
influence,  they  would  willingly  believe,  we  are  possessed  of.  This 
my  good  friends  is  not  the  way  to  proceed.  Had  they  before  mat- 
ters were  pushed  to  extremity  requested  the  assistance  of  the 
British  Government  to  bring  about  a  Peace  on  equitable  terms,  I 
am  convinced  the  measures  would  have  been  fully  accomplished  long 
before   this   time. 

I  would  however  willingly  hope  they  will  yet  see  the  propriety  of 
adopting  this  mode  of  proceedings,  and  that  peace,  an  object  so 
much  to   be   desired,  will   at   length    be   permanently    settled. 

I  am  the  more  sanguine  in  the  attainment  of  my  wishes,  by 
your  being  on  the  spot,  and  that  you  will  call  forth  the  exertion 
of   your   influence   and    abilities   on    the   occasion. 

Let   me   hear   from    time   to   time,    how    matters   are   going    forward^ 

and  with  my  wishes  for  your  health  believe  me. 

Yours     Friend 

(Signed)  '        A.  Gordon 

Captain  Brant.  D. 

7: 

la  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  95,  of  the  Ist  July  1791. 
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JOHN  BUTLER  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

Niagara  13th  June  1791. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  22nd  May  last  with  its 
enclosed  Extracts.  In  answer  to  which  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
every  prudent  precaution  should  be  taken  to  put  us  in  a  situation  to 
meet  the  worst,  as  the  present  operations  of  the  Americans,  altho' 
under  pretence  of  prosecuting  another  object,  may  be  aimed  at  the 
Posts  in  the  end,  and  to  which  their  endeavouring  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Six  Nations  another  way  seems  to  give  too  much  reason  to 
expect,  and  as  their  Troops  are  levied  and  in  the  Indian  Country,  the 
smallest  pretext  added  to  their  present  pretensions,  may  cause  them 
to  make  an  attempt. 
33 
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If  the  Indians  should  be  obliged  to  fly  before  this  Army  and  should 
chance  to  take  shelter  under  the  protection  of  any  of  our  Forts  there 
is  not  the  smallest  doubt  with  me  but  they  would  take  advantage  of 
that  occasion,  for  if  they  find  we  even  continue  the  accustomed  sup- 
plies to  the  Indians  at  war  with  them,   they  will  make  a  handle  of  it. 

By  the  advice  of  Colonel  Gordon  I  have  sent  out  Captain  Joseph 
Clement,  and  my  son  Johnson  Butler  on  whom  I  can  rely  ( under 
colour  of  business  )  to  see  if  there  is  any  thing  amongst  them  which 
indicates  their  intentions  the  result  of  which  shall  be  immediately 
communicated  to  you  on  their  return. 

If  we  have  further  reason  to  think  they  aim  at  this  Post,  and 
Oswego,  I  think  a  Secret  Eye  should  be  kept  on  the  Three  Rivers, 
Big  Sodus,  and  Presque  Isle,  the  two  latter  places,  I  think  we  may 
rely  on  the  Indians  for  Intelligence,  at  the  same  time  our  Militia 
should  be  put  in  the  best  disposition  their  present  situation  will 
admit  of,  with  full  confidence  that  the  necessary  arms  <fcca  will  be 
put  in  their  hands  or  lodged  in  some  convenient  place  but  to  avoid 
giving   suspicion,   I  should  recommend  the  latter  as  the  most  prudent. 

For  the  present  condition  of  the  Militia  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend you  to  the  Returns,  from  which  His  Lordship  will  be  able  to 
judge  how  far  they  may  be  serviceable,  &  to  effect  any  plan  with 
them  or  the  Indians,  which  His  Lordship  may  think  necessary,  no 
Exertions  of  mine  shall  be  found  wanting  consistent  with  the  orders 
I  may  receive. 

I  am  happy  to  find  by  the  late  conferences  that  the  Indians  (  a  few 
Individuals  excepted)  are  firmly  attached  to  His  Majesty's  Interest,  to 
keep  them  so,  and  united  will  require  attention  assisted,  by  the  means 
which  generally  Predominates  over  them. 

I  have  already  brought  back  those  scattering  Senecas  about  the 
Alleghany  River,  and  near  the  Ohio;  who  are  settled  at  Cadaragaras 
from  whence  they  have  been  absent  since  the  Peace  and  hope  this 
measure  will  meet  His  Lordship's  and  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  here  with    Copies  of   our    late 

Councils  with  the  Six  Nations,   and  am  with  great  respect 

Dear  Sir 

Your   most   obedient    and 

Most   humble    Servant 

(Signed)  John  Butler 

D. 

8. 

Id  Lord  iJorcheater'a  to  Lord  (ireovillo  No.  9.'^,  of  Ut  Jaly  17'.»1. 
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LORD   DORCHESTER   TO   LORD   GRENVILLE. 

[  No.  84  ]  Quebec  14th  June  1791. 

My  Lord, 

Since  my  letter  No  82  I  have  had  further  reports  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Beckwith  to  the  loth  of  last  month,  with  the  general  pur- 
port of  which  I  need  not  trouble  your  Lordship,  as,  to  prevent 
delay,  he  is  directed^  to  communicate  whatever  he  may  judge  inter- 
esting, immediately  from  the  States;  but  a  minute  of  a  verbal 
communication  occasioned  by  my  answer  (A  in  No  82)  to  the 
request  of  interference  with  the  Western  Indians  and  of  an  explanation 
brought  forward  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beckwith,  relative  to  the 
misrepresentations  of  the  conduct  of  our  Traders  at  Detroit,  which 
probably  he  has  not  transmitted  ]  is  now  enclosed,  as  also  a  copy  of 
my  answer   on    the   general   tenor  of   his   reports  to  the  6th   of   April. 

A  desire  on  the  part  of  our  neighbours  to  press  forward  to  the 
Treaty  line,  has  been  visible  here  in  several  instances  since  the 
peace,  orders  were  therefore  necessary  for  discontenancing  all  such 
attempts. 

The  transactions  at  Pointe  au  Fer,  alluded  to  in  a  message  of  the 
•Governor  of  New  York  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  the  4th 
March,  are  probably  those  stated  in  the  inclosed  representations,  of 
which  no  further  notice  has  been  taken  here,  than  giving  directions 
to   the   commanding   officer   at   St.    John's   on   the   subject. 

In  May  the  commanding  officer  at  that  Post  was  applied  to  for 
information,  whether  the  establishment  of  a  Custom  house,  under 
the  authority  of  Congress  within  the  King's  Posts  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  corresponded  with  his  orders,  a  copy  of  his  report  and  of 
my   answer  are   inclosed. 

All  these  things,  the  Presidents'  message  to  both  houses  of  Con- 
gress of  the  14th  of  February,  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  thereon  in  the  same  month,  and  the  mili- 
tary preparations  on  the  western  frontier,  call  for  a  constant  vigi- 
lance and  readiness  on  our  part,  this  has  accordingly  been  enjoined 
to   the   Troops   as   well   as   to   the   Indian    Department. 

As  Mr.  Proctor,  charged,  as  he  says  with  a  commission  to  invite 
the  different  tribes  of  Indians  to  a  general  meeting  on  the  Ohio  for 
the  restoration  of  peace,  has  lately  made  his  appearance  among  the 
'Six  Nations  near  Niagara,  requesting  them  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Westward,  and  lend  their  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  object. 
He  has  likewise  applied  to  the    Commandant  of  Niagara  for  assistance 
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to  that  effect,  and  for   one   of   the    King's  vessels  to  carry  hira  to  thfr 
West  of  Lake  Erie  which  the  Commandant  refused. 

By  the  accounts  from  Detroit  it  appears,  that  the  Indians  have 
been  active  all  winter  in  harrassing  the  Western  Settlements  of  the 
States  by  Small  parties  from  different  tribes  and  quarters,  that  mili- 
tary preparations  and  movements  in  the  Indian  Country  are  carried 
on  with  vigor  on  both  sides,  that  the  Indians  expect  further  hostili- 
ties and  that  it  is  doubtful,  whether  the  steps  taken  by  the  Deputy 
Agent  at  Detroit  towards  effecting  a  reestablish ment  of  peace,  in 
consequence   of   my    orders    (C   in    No   82)    will    have   any    success. 

In    this   conjunction    of   affairs   it   seems    expedient    to    avoid   every 

thing   that    may    tend    to    involve    us   in    the   contest,    or   in    the   turn 

of    affairs    may     expose    us    to    the    reproach     of    acting     deceitfully 

towards    either    party,    at   the   same   time   holding    ourselves    prepared 

to    meet    all    events,    as   far    as   our    strength    and    present   condition 

will   permit. 

I   am    with    much    respect   and   esteem, 

Your   Lordship's 

Most   obedient   and   most   humble   Servant 

Dorchester. 
Lord  Grenville. 


LETTER    RELATIVE   TO   WESTERN   INDIANS   AND   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

m 

"If  the  United  States  were  at  War  with  a  great  or  respectable- 
nation  the  case  would  be  different,  a  foreign  mediation  under  certain 
circumstances  might  be  desirable;  in  that  case  the  manner  of  the 
application  would  be  official  and  of  course  not  to  any  public  officer 
of  that  country  abroad,  but  to  the  administration  at  home:  on  the 
present  occasion  the  thing  in  its  existing  shape  is  inadmissible,  and 
I  could  not  submit  such  a  paper  to  the  Presidents'  con.sideration  — 
the  objects  of  warfare  are  certain  vagrant  Indian  Tribes  who  cannot 
be  considered  to  be  on  the  footing  in  which  such  a  system  as 
this  would  place  them,  however  it  may  be  our  interest  and  policy 
to  close  hostilities,  which  are  attended  with  trouble  and  expence, 
and  which  indeed  may  be  excited  by  our  frontier  people  from  inter* 
ested  motivoB,  as  an  Indian  War  leads  to  the  spending  money  in  their 
country  as  well  as  to  the  gratification  of  their  individual  resentments.'^ 
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In  suggesting  the  measure  of  an  interference  or  rather  of  a  pacific 
-commendation  on  the  part  of  Lord  Dorchester,  I  acted  altogether  as 
an  Individual,  and  my  judgment  led  me  to  this  from  a  sense  of  the 
thing  and  from  my  conceiving,  fomenting  such  a  war  could  never  be 
any  object  for  such  a  government  as  yours,  on  the  contrary  I  have 
concluded  from  these  explanations  which  I  have  received  by  your 
means,  of  matters  in  the  Western  Country,  that  your  trading  interests 
would  be  advanced  by  the  re-establishment  of  peace.  We  shall  take 
occasion  in  the  course  of  the  summer  to  mark  a  pacific  disposition 
to  the  Indians  in  general  and  to  those  hostile  tribes  in  particular, 
we  shall  suggest  the  idea  of  meeting  to  discuss  the  objects  of 
difference,  and  if  Lord  Dorchester  would  suggest  that  a  friendly 
accommodation  &  settlement  would  be  a  pleasing  circumstance  to 
your  Government,  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  promote  it,  in  all 
this,  I  (Jo  not  speak  ministerially  to  you,  although  I  am  sure  the 
thing  is  so,  and  that  it  would  not  only  advance  the  object  but 
tend  to  forward  the  establishment  of  those  greater  national  points 
which  I  have  frequently  touched  upon  in  our  different  conversations. 

D. 

Indoreed: 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  84,  of  the  14th  Jane  1791. 
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LETTER   TO   COL.   A.   MC  KEE. 

Grand  Glaize  15th  June  1791. 
Sir, 

The  party  of  Americans  which  amounted  to  700  Horse  ten  days 
ago  surprized  in  the  night  and  destroyed  the  Ouias  and  Kikapou 
Towns  killed  40  men  and  carrying  off  30  women  &  children  prisoners. 

Five  hundred  Indians  principally  of  the  above  Towns,  who  had 
luckily  left  the  place  two  days  before  it  was  surprised  to  assist 
their  friends  at  the  Miamis,  pursued  them  on  their  retreat  with  an 
intent  to  recover  their  women  &  children,  but  whether  they  have 
been  able  to  join  them  we  do  not  yet  know.  It  is  supposed  Gen- 
eral Clarke  commanded  the  Party,  they  shaped  their  course  at  first  as 
far  as  the  White  River  directly  for  the  Miamis  when  all  at  once  they 
turned  off  for  the  Ouias. 
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The  Indians  are  not  cast  down  but  have   determined    in    Council   to 
defend  their  country  to  the  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
&o    &c    &c 
To  Colonel  McKee 

Foot   of   the   Miamis   Rapids 

lodoreed:    A. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  GrenvjlJe  No.  100,  dated  the  let  Angnst  1191. 

[  Q  52,  p  243  ] 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE   TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Foot  of  the  Rapids  Miamis  20th  June  1791. 
Dr.  yiR, 

My  letter  of  the  28th  April  last  acquainted  you  of  my  arrival  at 
this  place,  and  that  in  obedience  to  His  Lordship's  commands,  I  should 
use  every  possible  means  within  the  Limits  of  my  power  to  be  informed 
on  what  terms  the  unfortunate  troubles  between  the  Western  Indians 
and  the  American  States  could  be  terminated  should  a  proposition  of 
that  nature  be  made  by  the  latter. 

The  continual  alarms  of  the  hostile  intentions  and  preparations  of 
America,  ever  since  that  period,  has  rendered  it  altogether  impracticable 
to  detain  here  a  sufficient  number  of  Chiefs  of  the  different  nations 
for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  a  Question  of  that  magnitude, 
altho'  more  warriors  have  passed  this  place  in  consequence  of  the 
messages  I  sent  them  to  meet  me  than  I  had  conceived  could  be  col- 
lected in  so  short  a  space  of  time;  But  the  pressing  importunities  of 
the  Shawanese  &  Miamis  Indians,  to  come  to  their  assistance  delivered 
with  the  Solemnity  of  the  War  Billet  and  painted  Tobacco,  hurried 
them  off  before  any  real  necessity  called  for  them  :  the  numbers  wha 
have  thus  gone  up  are  1057  fighting  men,  which  added  to  the 
Warriors  of  the  Miamis  Towns  and  the  Rivers  and  villages  adjoining 
will  amount  to  near  2,000  men,  by  late  accounts  brought  me,  copie& 
of  which  I  have  inclosed,  the  American  Army,  that  was  on  foot, 
consisted  only  of  6  or  700  Horse  and  who  had  occasioned  all  the 
alarm,  have  retired,  after  having  destroyed  a  village  on  the  Wabash 
and  taken  or  killed  the  old  men  women  &  children  whom  the  war- 
riors  of   that   place   had    left   behind   them. 
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As  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  American  States  are  introduced  in 
this  manner  so  very  early  in  the  year,  I  fear  little  attention  will  be 
now  paid  to  any  Proposals  for  a  Termination  of  the  Calamities  of  ; 
War,  whilst  the  Indians  are  heated  by  the  recollections  of  Injuries 
so  fresh  on  their  minds.  I  shall  not  fail  however  to  assemble  all 
the  chiefs  I  can  collect  together  and  in  that  Council  which  probably 
may  bo  held  in  a  fortnight,  endeavour  to  fulfil  His  Lordship's 
orders;  and  I  shall  immediately  communicate  to  you  the  result  of 
niy  endeavours  and  my  wishes  for  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an 
object. 

This  morning  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  thro'  the  Commanding 
oflScer  a  copy  of  Mr  Motz's  letter  to  you  dated  the  9th  May.  "His. 
"Lordship  wishes  the  officers  of  your  Department  to  consider, 
'whether  in  case  of  an  approach  of  an  army,  the  safety  of  the 
'King's  posts,  may  not  require  that  detachments  from  the  Garrisons 
'&  Militia  should  march  forward  from  Niagara  and  Detroit  and 
'occupy  certain  Stations  at  a  distance,  what  stations  they  think 
'most  eligible  for  this  purpose  and  by  what  force  and  means  they 
'should  be  occupied,  and  upon  all  these  matters  they  should  com- 
'municate  their  opinions  fully  to  the  Commanding  officers  of  the 
'respective   posts   as   well    as   to   you." 

Thus  called  upon  for  my  opinion  I  shall  give  it  with  freedom* 
and   sincerity. 

In  case  of  the  approach  of  an  Army  the  safety  of  the  King's  post 
of  Detroit  does  require  that  troops  should  occupy  a  distant  station, 
and  without  such  aid  the  post  and  country  will  be  in  immediate  dan- 
ger of  falling  by  surprise.  The  station  which  from  Experience  and  my 
beet  knowledge  of  the  Country,  I  conceive  to  be  the  most  proper  and 
advantageous  is  the  Foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids  or  its  vicinity,  the 
number  of  Troops  to  be  posted  there,  ought  not  to  be  less  than  100 
Regulars  and  50  Militia  in  a  small  work  of  sod  or  Picketts.  In  time 
of  danger  during  the  late  war  Posts  were  found  expedient  both  at  this 
place  and  the  Miamis  Towns,  and  should  never  have  been  evacuated 
as  long  as  Detroit  was  an  object  of  preserving,  for  in  respect  thereof 
these  places  are  the  key  to  it. 

Now  Sir  having  given  my  opinion  on  the  subject  required  of  me  I 
trust  His  Excellency  will  accept  of  it  as  coming  from  a  heart  devoted 
to  His  Majesty's  service. 

Before  I  close  this  letter  I  must  beg  leave  to  intreat  you,  to  pray 
His  Lordship  to  put  a  stop  to  the  unlimited  licence  of  the  Traders 
to  sell  Spirituous  liquors   to  the    Indians    especially    in  a  part    of   the 
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Country,  where  an  enemy  is  most  expected,  it  is  the  source  of  every 
mischief  and  defeats  in  a  great  measure,  the  commercial  advantages 
that  would  otherwise  be  derived  from  hunting;  they  are  readily 
induced  for  Rum  to  part  even  with  that  clothing  which  the  Benevo- 
lence of  His  Majesty  orders  to  be  annually  given  them,  and  at  a  time 
like  this  from  the  quantities  of  spirituous  liquors  going  among  them, 
they  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  become  an  easy  conquest  to 
almost  any  Enemy,  small  quantities  might  be  allowed  under  Licence 
from  the  Commander  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  defeat  the 
present  most  pernicious  traffic,  and  render  the  Indians  happier  among 
themselves  and  more  powerful  friends  in  case  their  assistance  should 
ever  be  wanted, 

I    have    the   honor   to    be    with 
great    respect 

Dt  Sir 
Your  faithful  and 
obedient  Servant 

(Signed)  A    McKee. 

D. 
Sir  John  Johnson,  Brwt. 

1: 

In  Lord  Djrchester'e  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  100,  dated  the  let  of  Aagnst  1791. 
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RETIRN    OF    ORDNANCE    AND    MILITARY    SToUES. 

Return  of  Ordnance  and  Military  Stores,  Medicines  and  Hospital 
Stores  forwarded  to  Pittsburg  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  of  the  L'nited 
States  by  Samuel  Hodgdon. 


120 

Barrels  Powder 

30 

Half  Barrels  Powder 

16,483 

lbs  Musket  Ball 

600 

lbs  Cannon  Ball  4  pd. 

2,200 

Musquets 

2,700 

Bayonets 

2,100 

Scabbards 

80 

Arm  Chests 

15,200 

Hints 

1,000 

Gun   Worms 
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1,000 

Screw  Drivers 

418 

Cartridge  Boxes  with  Belts 

1,619 

Cartridge  Boxes  without  Belts. 

1,188 

Cartridge  Boxes  belts 

51 

Eeam  Musket  Cartridge  paper 

3G0 

Flanel  Cartridges  3  pd 

360 

Flanel  Cartridges  6  pd 

m 

lbs  Marline 

54| 

lbs  Twine 

28f  lbs  Thread 

500 

Gun  KSlings 

6 

Iron  Howitzer  3|  Inch 

.     2 

Brass  Cannon  6  lb. 

2 

Cannon  Carriages  6  lb. 

3 

Brass  Cannon  3  lb. 

3 

Cannon  Carriages  3  lb. 

1 

Iron  Howitzer  5|  lb.  &  3|  lb. 

3 

Howitzer  Carriages  3^  lb. 

3 

Brass  Howitzer  5^  Inch 

17 

Kammers  &  Sponges 

10 

Copper  Laddies  &  Wurms 

12 

Cannon  Covers 

18 

Port  fire  Stocks 

18 

lint  Stocks 

8 

Setts  trail  ropes 

3 

Elevating  Screws 

2,500 

Brushes  &  Wires 

1 

Sextant 

2 

Nautical  Almanacks 

100 

Horseman  Swords 

100 

Horseman  Swords  &  Belts 

100 

Horseman  Caps 

100 

Horseman  Cartridge  Boxes 

100 

Saddles  of  Cavalry 

100 

Bridles  for      do. 

100 

Leather  Halters 

100 

Nose  Bags 

148 

Curry  Combs 

175 

Pack  Saddles 

14 

Horsemen  Tents 

34 
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60  Common  Tents 

4  Drums 

6  Fifes 

6  Drum  Cases 

4  Drum  Carriages 

48  Drum  Heads 

30  Drum  Cords 

16  Drum  Sticks 

24  Set  Drum  Snares 

1,680  lb.  Sheet  Iron 

1,120  lb.  Nail  Rod  Iron 

1  Anvil 

3  Paint  Brushes 

104  lbs  Blister  Steel 

1  Box  Cannon  Iron 
3  Boxes  of  Tin 

40  lbs  Sheet  Copper 

2  Setts  Tinman's  Tools 

2  Travelling  Forges  compleat 

3  leather  Valices 
15  Axes 

13  lbs  Spilter 

30  Shingle  Hatchets 

108  Chalk  Lines 

12  Stock  Locks 

12  Pad  Locks 

6  Smith's  Vices 

12  Hand  Vices 

24  Drawing  Knives 

48  Chizzels 

12  Hammers 

20  Scythes 

18  Broad  axes 

12  Pincers 

12  Caulking  Irons 

•20  Cutting  Knives 

24  Hand  Saws 

144  Gimblets 

24  Scissars 

12  2  feet  Rules 

3  Gross  Wood  Screws 
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96 

Shoe  Knives 

m 

r  lb.  Wire 

12 

lb.  Glue 

2 

Setts  Turner's  Tools 

5 

Buttraces 

12 

Caulking  Mallets 

8 

Scrapers 

500 

Needles 

20 

Nelting  Ladles 

6 

Braces  with  Bitts 

12 

Spike  Shaves 

228 

Thimbles 

24 

Hand  Hammers 

246 

Files 

51 

Kasps 

36 

Plane  Irons 

12 

Compasses 

37 

Augers 

20 

Adzes 

4 

Tube  Boxes  &  belts 

6 

Drudging  Boxes 

3 

Dark  Lanthorns 

4 

lead  Aprons 

3 

Budge  Barrels 

3 

Pareing  Chizzles 

3 

Shell  Scrapers 

3 

Copper  &  Tin  Funnels 

6 

Setts  for  Fuzes 

4 

Mallets  for  ditto 

8 

Powder  Measures 

8 

Powder  Horns 

4 

Gunners  Belts 

4 

Cannon  Gimblets 

8 

Priming  Wires 

4 

Screw  Bills 

8 

Cannon  Spikes 

60 

Togles  for  Drag  Kopes 

20 

Camp  Kettles 

100 

Hoes 

804 

Wooden  Canteens  &  Straps 

9 

Medicine  Chests 

268 
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10  Boxes  of  Medicines 

2  Barrels  of  Medicines 

98  Company  Books 

156  Orderly  Books 

30  Reams  Writing  Paper 

12  lb.  Sealing  Wax 

4  lb.  Wafers 

228  Boxes  Wafers 

5,500  Writing  Quills 


A  true  copy. 

Indorsed:    No.  19. 
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(Signed) 


War  Office  June  16tli  1791. 

R.  J.  Yanden  Bbock 

Clk. 


J.    KNOX,   SEC'y    OF   WAIt,    TO     MAJ.   GEN.    RICHARD     BUTLER. 

War  Department  June  16th  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant.  It  may  be  expected 
that  your  arrangements  will  give  protection  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
Ohio  I  am  persuaded  you  constantly  inform  General  St  Clair  of  your 
arrangements. 

The  circumstance  of  the  want  of  Beef  is  a  strange  and  unlook'd  for 
event  as  the  Contractor  has  given  me  assurances  of  a  full  supply  of 
provisions,  lest  his  agents  should  omit  to  give  him  full  information 
upon  the  subject  I  have  written  him,  enclosed  a  copy  of  your  letter 
and  urged  him  to  take  the     necessary    measures   or   a   full   supply. 

The  Quarter  Master  is  furnished  with  a  sum  of  money  for  exi- 
gencies— The  Troops  must  not  suffer  for  want  of  provisions  while 
he   has   money    or   credit. 

The  Contractor  entered  into  engagements  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  to  supply  the  Troops  with  Rations  of  provisions 
for  which  he  is  responsible.  Ho  says  his  arrangements  are  adequate 
to  the  end  I  am  not  informed  of  the  details  but  I  should  suppose 
General    Neville   could    inform    you    of   the   arrangements   for  supplies. 

I  generally  know  that  it  was  not  intended  the  troops  should  remain 
a   long   time   in    the    upper    parts    of    the    Ohio,    and    that   the   main 
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parts   of   the   supplies   were   supposed  to  be  required   at   or»  near   Fort 
Washington. 

But  the  arrangements  of  keeping  the  troops  a  short  time  on  the 
upper  parts  of  the  Ohio  must  occasion  some  change  in  the  con- 
tractor's  arrangements. 

I  shall  apply  to  the  Post  Master  to  order  that  the  Post  Rider 
may   stay    longer   at   Fort   Pitt. 

It  is  not  probable  your  letter  to  the  five  nations  will  be  received 
at  Niagara  unless  you  have  entrusted  it  to  a  special  Messenger 
Colonel  Pickering's  treaty  is  to  be  held  the  17th  instant  at  the 
Painted  Post.     I  hope  your  arrangements  will  not  interfere  with  him. 

Neither  the  remaining  Company  of  the  Jersey  or  Eastern  Battal- 
ions of  this  state  are  completed  nor  will  they  be  in  less  than  the 
latter   end   of  this   month. 

I  am  assured  that  all  the  Tents  and  Clothing  for  Clarkes  Battalion 
and  Canteens  have  gone  forward  some  time  ago,  the  painted  knap- 
sacks  will   be   sent   forward   tomorrow. 

As  Captain  Hannah's  and  Darke's  Companies  marched  the  4th 
inst  from  Winchester  they  must  have  arrived  by  this  time  at  Fort 
Pitt  only  a  few  now  remain  to  complete  the  Virginia  Battalion  the 
deficiency   being   occasioned   by   desertions. 

The  first  division  of  the  Maryland  Battalions  consisting  of  188 
marched    about   the   12th    Instant. 

Capt  Doyle  has  marched  for  Lancaster  &  Capt  Beatty  will  march 
from  Brunswick  tomorrow  or  next  day  these  two  will  make  about 
one   hundred   and   fifty. 

Two  Companies  are  about  embarking  from  the  Eastern  States  and 
will  I  hope  be  at  Brunswick  about  the  20th  to  commence  their 
march   forward. 

Hospital  Stores  and  other  Articles  necessary  for  the  Campaign  are- 
about   being  sent   forward   to   Fort    Pitt. 

I   inclose   you  a     copy   of   my   last   letter. 
I  am   Sir 

&ca 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Major  General  Richard  Butler.  Secy  of  War^ 

Indoreed:    No.  21. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  178  ] 
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CAPTAIN   JOSEPH    BRANT    TO   SIR    JOHN    JOHNSON, 

Extract   of  a  letter  from    Captain    Brant  to  Sir  John  Johnson  dated 

Mi  AMIS  Rapids  23d  June  1791. 
"The  Shawaneae  <t  Miainis  are  the  only  Indians  that  seem  to  be 
unreasonable,  the  other  nations  are  easy  advised,  however  they  are 
all  in  high  spirits.  The  account  of  Provisions  is  the  only  thing 
makes  me  afraid  of  our  success  against  the  Enemy,  for  they  can- 
not embody  themselves  any  time  for  want  of  Provisions,  if  the 
English  cannot  assist  the  Indians  with  arms,  I  hope  they  will  assist 
them  with  provision,  the  Indians  can  contrive  to  get  Arms  &  Ammu- 
nition some  how  or  other,  but  the  provisions  cannot  be  contrived.  I 
have  been  councilling  the  Lake  Indians  cV:  the  Hurons,  and  the 
Delawares  ct  have  found  these  nations  are  reasonable.  I  hope  they 
will  be  able  to  point  out  a  reasonable  Boundary  Line  between  them  & 
the  Yankees,  and  give  you  some  satisfaction  on  the  occasion,  which  will 
soon  be  decided  as  we  expact  to  have  a  general  council  to  morrow." 

D. 

Indorsed:    0. 

Id  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Orenville  No.  100,  dated  the  Ist  Aagnst  1791. 
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[No  94.] 


LORD   DORCHESTER   TO    LORD   GBENVILLE. 

Quebec  23d  June  1791. 


My  Lord, 

I  inclose  some  further  intelligence  from  Detroit,  and  from  the  fron- 
tier on  Lake  Champlain,  in  continuation  of  the  subject  of  my  letter 
No  84. 

I  am  with  much  respect  and  esteem 
Your  Lordship's 

Most  obedient  and 

Most  humble  Servant 

Dorchester. 
The  Right  Honble  Lord  Grenville. 

f  Q  rA-2,  p  r)88  ] 
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LORD    DORCHESTER   TO    LORD   GRENVILLE. 

Extract   of  a   letter  dated 

Detroit  20th  May  1791. 

I  have  read  a  letter  from  Cahokias  dated  the  2nd  January  1791, 
signed  Le  Vallier,  which  asked  a  man  called  Dubois,  a  Surveyor,  to  go 
to  L'ance  a  la  Graisse,  telling  him,  your  work  will  be  to  survey  two 
hundred  lands,  for  each  of  which  you  will  be  paid  ten  beavers,  I  am 
ordered  besides  to  assure  you,  that  it  is  for  the  establishment  of  a 
town.  There  are  likewise  a  hundred  and  fifty  lands  but  I  cannot 
assure  you  of  the  work  nor  fix  the  price.  I  hope  these  advantages 
>will  incite  you  &  you  will  be  expected  about  the  end  of  May. 

The  Indians  assembled  in  great  numbers  at  the  Miamis. 

Captain  Brant  passed  here  five  days  ago  going  to  the  Miamis  with 
thirty  men.  The  Hurons  &  Saginaw  Indians  passed  here  about  the 
same    time. 

The  Americans,  following  the  report  of  a  prisoner,  marched  about 
the  15th  of  this  month.  The  Indians  at  the  first  news  went  on 
before. 

The  traders  returned  with  all  their  goods.  There  were  8  or  10 
days  ago  at  the  Miamis  about  two  thousand  Indians. 

D. 

5: 

la  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  94  of  the  23d  Jane  179L 


[No  95.] 


Quebec  Ist  July  1791. 


My  Lord, 

I   inclose    some    further    intelligence    from    Niagara   and    Detroit   in 
continuation    of   the   subject    of   my   letters   No   84   and    No   94,    con- 
cerning the   affairs   of   the   Western   Country. 
I   am    with    much   respect   &   esteem 

■   Your   Lordships   most   obedient 

Most   humble   Servant. 

Dorchester. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville. 

[  Q  51-2,  p  695  ] 
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LETTER    TO    HENRY    MOTZ. 

Extract   of    a   private   letter    from    Detroit    to    Mr     Motz    dated    24th 
June    1791. 

"A  few  days  before  the  last  vessel  sailed  from  Fort  Erie  appli- 
cation had  been  made  by  the  commandant  to  the  Captains  of  Militia 
to  ascertain  the  force  to  be  depended  upon  should  they  be  wanted 
without  too  much  Injury  to  the  crop.  I  fear  that  from  some  mis- 
understanding my  Lord  Dorchester  may  receive  contradictory  reports 
on  the  same  subject  and  as  I  see  with  an  impartial  eye  it  can  do  no 
harm  to  submit  to  His  Lordship  my  sentiments  on  a  subject  so 
interesting  to  the  Government.  Upon  the  requisition  of  the  command- 
ant a  meeting  of  the  Captains  was  held,  and  the  proposition  fully 
explained  to  them.  It  seems  that  some  of  the  Captains  in  lieu 
of  reporting  from  their  Muster  Roll  on  the  strength  of  their  own 
judgement  assembled  their  Companies,  and  misstating  the  Terms, 
enquired  for  Volunteers.  The  Result  strongly  marks  the  Genius  of 
the  two  People,  The  British  and  Irish  Traders  flattered  with  an 
appearance  of  confidence  declared  themselves  ready  to  march  and 
would  not  even  offer  an  individual  excuse  where  the  same  House 
offered  more  than  one  head.  The  idea  of  a  Cavalry  being  suggested 
one  company  agreed  to  mount  themselves.  The  Canadians  on  the 
other  hand,  who  were  consulted  by  their  Captains,  availed  them- 
selves of  the  supposed  Liberty,  and  to  a  man  refused  voluntarily 
to  encounter  fatigue  or  danger  without  further  inducement.  However 
this  report  may  afford  matter  for  political  discrimination  as  to  the 
modes  of  governing  the  two  people,  yet  I  presume  to  offer,  that  the 
distinction  in  the  two  reports  will  not  eventually  evidence  so  great  a 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  French  companies,  as  may  strike  at  first. 
The  British  Traders  &  residents  have  all  a  personal  Interest  to- 
preserve  the  Indian  Trade,  and  doubtless  a  warm  attachment  to  the 
King's  Government,  but  had  they  received  the  first  Intimation  by  an 
order  to  march  it  is  probable  that  they  would  have  moved  with  regret, 
cavilling  with  the  order,  consulting  the  ordinance,  and  murmuring 
against  its  provisions,  whereas  the  companies  of  Maisonville,  Moreau, 
and  others,  which  appear  the  strongest  and  afford  not  a  volunteer 
would  on  receiving  their  orders  obey  without  murmur,  or  an  Idea 
of  resintance,  and  once  in  the  field  a  single  Example  of  Severity 
for   breach    of    Discipline,    would    make   them    useful    partizans. " 

iDilnrhod:     12.  D. 

Id  Lord  Dorcheater'a  to  Lord  UrenviUe  No.  98  of  27th  July  1791. 
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LETTER   TO   COL.    A.    MC  KEE. 

Grand  Glaize  26tli  Juno  1791. 
Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  -writing  you  last  I  have  been  at  the 
Miamis  in  order  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  affair  of  the  Ouiagta- 
non,  they  have  done  more  damage  than  was  formerly  imagined.  A 
body  of  between  3  and  400  Horsemen  intending  at  first  for  the 
Miamis.  surprised  a  small  village  of  the  Ouias  on  the  plains  con- 
sisting of  nine  men  &  their  Families,  killed  eight  and  carried  off 
one  man  prisoner  with  their  women  &  children,  the  people  in  the 
other  villages  on  the  Banks  of  the  Wabash  imagined  they  were 
rejoicing  for  some  prisoners'  they  had  brought  in  &  the  women  & 
children  wished  to  be  spectators,  they  did  not  discover  their  mis- 
take, till  they  came  to  a  Eising  ground  close  to  the  village  when 
they  were  all  made  Prisoners,  a  young  Boy  however  found  means  to 
escape  to  Tipicanneau  six  leagues  higher  up  the  River,  but  no  other 
person  coming  to  confirm  his  report,  they  made  no  preparation  for 
their  Defence  or  flight  till  the  Enemy  was  close  upon  them  when 
all  fled  but  three  old  men  who  finding  they  were  deserted  by  the 
others,  crossed  the  River  and  made  one  discharge  upon  them,  when 
each  wounded  his  man,  and  the  River  being  high  the  Americans  did 
not   think    proper   to   pursue  them. 

They  have  destroyed  and  Burnt  all  Mr  Jacques  Godfroys  goods  to 
the  amount  it  is  supposed  of  five  Hundred  Pounds  New  York  currency. 

On  their  way  homeward  they  sent  back  sixteen  women  with  a  mes- 
sage to  their  chiefs  to  go  to  Post  Viucennes,  for  the  remainder  and 
that  they  expect  they  will  be  more  sincere  in  their  professions  of 
Friendship  for  the  future.  They  have  still  24  women  &  children  of 
the  principal  families — 

A  war  chief  of  the  Ouias  who  was  killed  at  the  first  village  they 
have  literally  skinned,  the  women  who  were  sent  back  report,  that 
the  Party  consisted  principally  of  the  French  Habitants  of  the  Post 
Vincennes  with  about  70  or  80  Americans.  The  waters  are  very  high 
and  the  Cornfields  are  all  overflowed. 

I  have  the  honor  &c 

&c.   &c 
To   Col  McKee  Foot   of   the   Miamis   Rapids 

[  Q  52,  p  241  ] 
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COL.    A.    MC  KEE    TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids  27th  June  1791. 
Dr  JSir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  favors 
of  the  9th  and  22nd  May,  which  did  not  come  to  band*  till  the 
day  before  yesterday,  and  I  believe  the  letter  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  writing  you  on  the  20th  Instant  will  fully  answer  their  contents, 
all  but  that  part  relative  to  the  necessaries  for  the  Indians,  the 
article  principally  meant  was  provisions;  and  indeed  the  Ammuni- 
tion, Tobacco  and  Paint,  have  been  rather  scanty,  as  times  have 
turned    out.    in   other   respects   you   conjecture   is   right. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  with  an  account  of  the  affair  at  the  Wabash, 
which  I  believe  to  be  the  most  authentic  one  we  have  received, 
every  thing  on  my  part  shall  be  done  to  satisfy  the  friends  of  the 
Wasp,    he   is   much   lamented    by   his   nation. 

I    have   the   honor   to   be   with   great   respect 
Dr   Sir 
Your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

(Signed)  A.  McKee 

D. 
Sir   John    Johnson,    Bart. 


2: 


la  Lord  Dorcheetor's  to  Lord  Grenville  No,  100  dated  the  let  An^ost  1791. 
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QUERIES   BY   CAPT.    HENDRICK,    ANSWERED    BY    TIMOTHY    PICKERING. 

Queries  proposed  by  Captain  Hendrick  Aupumut  Chief  of  the  Muh- 
he-connuck  ( or  Stockbridge )  tribe  of  Indians,  and  the  answers  to 
those  queries  by  Timothy  Pickering,  Coramissr  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  for  holding  a  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians 
at   Newton    in    the    State   of   New    York    June   the   27th    1791. 

1  Query.  Whether  if  ho  makes  a  visit  to  the  hostile  Indians,  he 
may  assure  them,  that  the  United  States  are  sincerely  desirous  of 
making  peace  with  them. 

Answer.  The  most  solemn  assurances  may  be  given  for  the  United 
States  are  sincerely  desirous  of  making  peace  and  I  have  received 
pointed  orders  to  give  every  possible  facility  to  the  messengers  of 
peace. 
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2  Query.  Whether  if  the  Western  Indians  consent  to  make  peace, 
the  United  States  will  not,  as  a  condition  of  peace,  oblige  them  to 
;give  up  part  of  their  Lands. 

Answer.  The  United  States  will  require  no  such  condition.  The 
Western  Indians  will  retain  all  their  lands,  agreably  to  the  treaties  of 
peace  subsisting  between  them  and  the  United  States,  until  of  their 
own  will  and  choice,  they  shall  fairly  sell  them,  unless  they  should 
obstinately  persevere  in  their  hostilities  until  the  United  States  shall 
drive  them  from  their  Country;  and  in  that  case  their  Lands  will 
never  be  restored  to  them. 

3rd  Query.  If  the  Hostile  Indians  should  be  disposed  to  make 
peace,  and  be  willing  immediately  to  commence  the  negotiation;  how 
shall  the  knowledge  thereof  be  communicated  so  speedily  as  to  suspend 
the  operations  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Should  Messengers 
from  those  Indians  or  he  himself  attempt  to  go  directly  to  the  nearest 
Military  post  of  the  United  States,  they  might  be  in  the  utmost  dan- 
ger of  being  killed  by  the  scouting  parties  of  white   men. 

Answer.  Should  the  hostile  Indians  be  sincerely  disposed  to  make 
peace,  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  hit  on  proper  means  uf  com- 
municating a  knowledge  of  it  to  General  St  Clair  or  the  Commanding 
oflScer  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States  in  the  Western  Territory; 
perhaps  by  sending  some  of  their  warriors  accompanied  by  one  or 
more  of  the  white  men  living  amongst  them  with  a  white  flag,  or 
by  getting  some  of  those  white  men  to  come  alone  with  their 
message  and  a  letter  from  you.  A  direct  communication  in  some 
such  way  is  most  desired,  lest  if  a  circuitous  route  be  pursued,  our 
troops  should  begin  to  operate  before  the  messengers  of  peace  should 
meet  them,  and  that  a  letter  from  you  (who  are  not  known  to  the 
officers  commanding  the  troops  of  the  United  States)  may  be  properly 
received,  I  will  write  to  general  St  Clair,  informing  him  of  your 
character  and  business,  and  assuring  him  that  he  may  perfectly  rely 
on  the  intelligence  you  shall  give  him.  And  that  General  St  Clair 
or  the  Commanding  officer  may  distinguish  your  letter  of  intelligence 
from  a  counterfeit,  it  may  be  proper  for  you,  with  your  own  hand,  to 
write  me  a  request  to  communicate  a  specimen  of  it  to  him ;  and 
underneath  I  will  write  the  letter  proposed.  This  specimen  I  will 
transmit  to  General  St  Clair,  and  a  duplicate  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  forward  to  General  St  Clair,  without  delay,  so  that  when  your  letter 
of  intelligence  shall  reach  him,  a  comparison  of  the  hand  writing  may 
supercede  or  remove  all  doubts  of  its  authenticity,  and  as  you  may  be 
.obliged,  or  find    it  expedient,   to  send  runners    to  the    Allegany    River 
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with  your  intelligence  for  General  St  Clair,  I  will  write  to  Lieutenant 
Jeffers  or  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Franklin  (which  is  near  the 
Junction  of  French  Creek  with  the  Allegany  River)  desiring  him  to 
forward  without  delay  any  letters  which  you  shall  transmit  to  his  care. 
This  letter  I  will  send  by  Captain  Baldwin  who  is  now  here  but  who 
resides  with  the  corn  planter  in  the  neighbourhood    of  Fort   Franklin, 

4.  What  treaties  have  been  made  with  the  Western  Indians  relative 
to  their  Lands. 

Answer.  For  your  full  information  on  that  subject  and  other 
concerns  with  the  Western  Indians,  I  will  furnish  you  with  copies 
of  the  Treaties  made  by  the  United  States  with  the  Wyandots, 
Delawares,  Shawanees,  Ottawas  and  Chippewas,  in  the  years  1785 
<t  1780.  I  will  also  give  you  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  made  last  year 
with  the  Great  Creek  Nation  of  Indians;  by  which  you  will  see  strongly 
manifested  the  good  will  of  the  United  States  towards  the  Indian 
Nations,  for  the  benevolent  spirit,  conspicuous  in  that  Treaty,  truly 
marks  the  kind  disposition  of  the  United  States  towards  all  the  Indian 
Nations  within  their  limits. 

These  queries  and  answers  I  will  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  request  him  to  give  the  necessary  orders  corresponding  with  these 
arrangements.  With  the  same  view  I  will  write  to  General  St  Clair 
by  the  way  of  Fort  Franklin. 

(Signed)  Timothy  Pickering. 

Indorsed:    No.  31. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  195  ] 


CAPT.    .JACOB    SLOUGH    TO    MAJ.    GEN.    RICHARD    BUTLER. 

Fort  Franklin  28th  June  IT'.tl. 
Extract 

"The  Bearer  Thomas  Ray,  is  one  of  the  persons  who  was  taken  by 
the  Indians  at  Cossewagoe  on  the  (>th  of  May  last,  they  carried  hiro 
through  the  Indian  Country  of  the  Miamie  Villages,  cV:  Detroit,  where 
he  wa.s  liboratcd,  by  Brant  (!C'  McKee;  as  he  brings  news  of  very  con- 
siderable importance,  I  have  thought  proper  to  send  him  on  to  Fort 
Pitt  immediately;  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
him  yourself.     This  Post  from    what    he  says,   seems  to  be  a  principal 

with  them. 

(Signed)  Jacob  Slough. 

Major  Genl  Richd  Butler  <fec.  Fort  Pitt. 
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Extract  7th  July  1791 

"I  wish  to  know  your  opinion  of   Mr  Thomas  Ray's  account  of   the 

Indians  in  the  Detroit  Country. 

(Signed)  Vanswearingen. 

Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

Postcript  (Signed)  Richard  Butler  M.  G. 

Pittsburg  25th  August  1791. 
"Enclosed  is  a  certificate  of  the  Character  of  Thomas  Rhea,  which 
the  Inhabitants  have  given  with  chearfulness ;  &  I  am  really  of 
opinion  he  is  a  very  honest  and  deserving  man  &  I  suspect  Major 
Hart  has  been  mistaken  in  the  person;  as  he  mentioned  to  you  John, 
instead  of  Thomas  Rhea." 


To  the  Honble  the  Secretary 
of  the  Departmt.  of  War 

Indoreed:    No.  35. 

[Q  58-1,  p  199] 


I 


INFORMATION   OF   THOMAS   RHEA. 

Mr  Thomas  Rhea,  who  was  taken  prisoner  at  Cassawago,  the  5th 
day  of  May  (at  which  time  William  Gregg  was  killed)  and  carried 
to  Sandusky  by  land,  was  plundered  of  7  horses;  also  Cornelius 
Vanhorn  with  2  horses,  by  either  2  Delawares  &  3  Munseys  or  3  of 
the  latter  &  2  of  the  former.  The  names  Captain  Peter,  a  Munsey, 
with  a  piece  out  of  his  nose.  Another  named  Jacob  Phillips,  well 
known  at  Detroit,  both  talk  English.  Remained  at  Sandusky  to  the 
21st  being  16  days,  where  was  Captain  Coon,  and  from  150  to  200 
Indians,  at  the  same  place  was  some  war  parties,  who  had  brought 
in,  negroes  &  horses  with  other  property,  also  one  white  prisoner, 
who  was  left  7  miles  above,  at  an  Indian  village — during  his  stay  sev- 
eral war  parties  had  come  in  with  scalps  &  prisoners,  on  the  8th  day, 
being  the  29th  an  Indian  came  in  with  the  news  Hallo!  &  informed 
of  a  body  of  troops,  describing  in  3  columns,  marching  he  said,  for 
the  Miami  Towns,  on  which  the  Indians  destroyed  the  Corn  which 
bad  been  planted,  burned  their  houses  and  went  to  Roche  de  bout 
— or  crossing  place  of  the  Miami  River,  where  they  arrived  in  4 
days.  About  the  28th  May  at  this  place  was  Colo  Brandts,  McKee, 
His    Son,     Captains    Bunbury    &    Silvie,    also   Captain    Elliott — these 
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oflBcers   were   encamped   on    the   South   side   of   the  Miami   River,   and' 
had    eleven    houses    raised     by    the    Potowatamies   and    other   Indians, 
in    these    they    had   stores   of   goods,    with    arms,    ammunition    tV:    pro- 
visions,   which    they    issued    to    the    Indians    in     plenty — Vizt   Com, 
Pork,    Peas  &o.     The  Indians  came  in    1,    2,    3,    4.    &   500   at   a   time, 
and    received     their    clothing,    arms,    ammunition,    provisions   &c   and 
set   out   immediately    for    the    upper   Miamie   Towns,    and    in    order  to 
supply     the    Indians    from     other    quarters,    collected     at    that   place, 
Ceroug^s    loaded     with     these     kind    of     articles     were    sent   up   the 
Miamie,     wrought    by     french     Canadians.       Captain    Silvie   purchased 
Mr   Rhea   from    the   Indians,    with    whom    he  staid    till   about   the  4th 
and    sent    in    to    Detroit,    at   this   place   also   he   saw    one    Dick,    who 
with    his   wife   was  taken    from    near   Pittsburgh ;   McKee  was   about  to^ 
be    purchasing    Dick    frcto    the    Indians,    but   found   difficulty,      Mrs 
Dick   was   left   at   a   village   at    some    distance    from  this    place.      Mr 
Rhea   also   saw    a  small    boy,    named    Brittle,    with    the   Indians,    who- 
was   taken    from    a    mill    near    Pittsburg.      These   officers   only    waited 
to    furnish    the    Indians    with    the   supplies   mentioned,    and    as   soon 
as   they    had  given  out,    what   was   necessary,  they    intended    to   return 
to   Detroit.     We   heard    Simon   Girty    say    he   would   join   the   Indians 
— and  Capt  Elliott   told  Girty  that   the   next   day,   he  was   going   with 
a    boat    load    of    goods    for    the    Indians,    and    that   Girty    might   go 
with    him,     Mr    Rhea    had     seen    Colo     Proctor   on    his   way    to    Fort 
Franklin,    and    mentioned    in    conversation    to   these   officers,    that   Col- 
onel    Proctor    was    on    his    way    with    some   of    the   Senecas,    and    he 
expected    the  Corn    Planter   would   be   with    him,  in    order   as   he   sup- 
posed    to     settle     matters    with     the     Hostile    Nations    and     that    he 
expected    he    would — shipping    at    Fort    Erie,    to   bring   him    to   these 
people,  on   the  Miamie  6cg  and    that   the  officers   in  their  conversations 
with    each    other,   said,   if   they    were   at   Fort  Erie,   he  should  get  no 
shipping  there  &c  and  that  the   Mohawks  &  other  Indians  that   could 
speak    English    declared    that   if   him    or   any    other   Yankie   messenger 
oame   there   they   should   never   carry    messages  home  with    them,    this 
was  frequently   express'd    by   the   Indians   &   Girty   also   a    Pat.    Hill, 
declared.    Proctor   should    not   return    had    he   100   Senecas    with    him, 
with    many    such    threats,    and    that    every    movement    and    appearance 
with    all    their  ^declarations  were  hostile,   and  that  on  or  about  the  7th 
of  June  about  (\0,   or  more  Canoes,   in  three    i)arty8  containing  a  large 
body  of  Indians,  came  down  the  Detroit  River,  they  wore  very  uncivil- 
ized   in    their   appearance    being   dressed  in   ButTaloe  skins,   with  other 
skins   &   other   furr    l^reech-cloths,   with  Bows,  arrows,  spears,   iV  such 
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arms,  and  that  they  had  no  guns,  and  seemed  to  set  no  store  by  them, 
or  knowed  little  of  their  use,  &  had  no  inclination  to  receive  them 
that  these  Indians  were  three  moons  in  coming  and  that  the  other 
Indians  called   O. 

That  about  this  time  was  a  field  day  of  the  troops,  which  he  thinks 
are  about  5  or  600.  That  after  that  a  field  day  of  the  french  Militia 
took  place,  &  150  of  the  Canadians,  with  some  others  turned  out 
Volunteers  to  join  the  Indians  and  were  to  set  off  the  day  follow- 
ing for  the  Miamie  Towns,  with  their  own  horses,  after  being 
plentifully  supplied  with  arms,  ammunition,  clothing  provisions  &c 
to   fit  them   for  the   march. 

This  day  sailed  in  the  Dunmore  ship  for  Fort  Erie,  where  they 
arrived  in  4  days,  about  the  12th  June,  there  this  vessel  took  in 
a  quantity  of  large  cannon,  he  thinks  as  large  as  18  Prs  with  other 
military  stores  and  better  than  two  companies  of  artillery,  troops 
destined  as  he  understood  for  Detroit  and  the  upper  Posts. 

That  while  he  was  at  the  Ottawa  River  he  saw  a  war  party  come 
in  with  arms,  accoutrements  &  clothing  &c  of  a  serjeant,  corporal, 
&  they  said  12  men,  who  had  been  killed,  at  some  of  our  lower  posts; 
that  a  man  of  the  Indian  department,  offered  him  one  of  the  coats 
all  bloody,  with  many  bullet  &  knife  holes  through  it  which  he  refused 
taking;  on  which  Mr  McKee  ordered  him  cloathing  out  of  the  Indian 
Store. 

Indorsed:    No.  3. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  126  ] 


INDIAN   SPEECH   DELIVERED   TO   COL.   T.   PICKERING. 

O'Beal's  Town  4th  July  1791. 

Extract 
"A  copy  of  a  speech  sent  to    Cohocto    where  the    Council  is  held." 
"The  Chief  New  Arrow,  &  the  Sachems  &  War  Chiefs  from   Cadraca- 

ras  and  this  place,  their  speech  to  Colonel  Pickering,  &  their  Brothers 

the  Chiefs  &  Warriors  of  the  Nations  now  supposed  to  be  in  Council, 

at  the  painted  post." 

[Extract] 

"  Brothers, 

"  The   mad    Captain    Brant   that   was  sent    to   make  peace   with    the 
Western    Nations,    instead    of    peace,    has    taken    up    the    Tomahawk, 
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it  is  our    desire    that    you    now    will    endeavour    to    take  it  out   of   his 
hand,   that  we  may  enjoy  a  peace. 

Newhead  chief  of  the  five  Nations,  it  was  by  you  he  was  sent  and 
appointed  to  make  peace,  but  much  to  the  reverse  &  our  great 
ruin,  if  your  chiefs  do  not  exert  yourself,  and  take  the  Tomahawk 
out   of   his   hand,    before   it   is   too   late." 

hie 

(Signed)  New  +  Arrow 

mark 

John  +  O'Beal 
Big  +  Tree 
•  Half  +  Town 
Cana  +  Wagandaw 
John  +  Dickens. 

Indorsed:    No.  S's. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  211  ] 


LETTER  FROM  COL.  A.  MC  KEE. 

Foot  of  the  Miamies  Rapids  July  5th  1791. 
Sib, 

The  General  Council  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  as  likely 
to  happen  soon  was  held  on  the  1st  and  3rd  of  the  present  month ; 
I  used  my  best  endeavours  to  carry  into  execution  your  and  His 
Excellencys  commands  and  I  have  inclosed  my  speech,  with  the 
answer  of  the  chiefs,*  that  you  may  be  a  more  perfect  master  of 
the  business.  With  regard  to  the  Deputies  who  accompany  this, 
the  reasons  of  the  several  nations  were  so  strong  and  they  them- 
selves so  determined,  that  I  could  not  avoid  giving  ray  consent  to 
their  going  down  but  I  hope  they  will  not  bo  detained  longer  than 
absolutely  necessary,  as  their  affairs  certainly  call  for  their  speedy 
return  U)  this  place,  where  the  nations  have  resolved  to  assemble 
in    the    beginning   of    September. 

I  wrote  to  you  that  I  had  bought  500  Bushels  of  Corn  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  the  distressed  people  at  the  Miamis  Towns,  but 
the  great  concourse  of  Indians  who  have  been  waiting  so  long  for 
the  accomplishment  of  thn  present  business  has  consumed  it  all 
without  my  having  appropriated  any  part  of  it  to  the  purposes 
originally  intended;  you  will  therefore  perceive  the  necessity  of  lay- 
ing  in  a  further  supply,   not   only  for   that   purpose,   but  also  for  the 

•  Col.  McKee't  Hpeoch  and  that  of  the  ChlofH  in  answer  mentioned  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter  w«s 
not  inclosed   -t>«rha(>e  thn  deputios  may  have  them  who  are  not  yot  arrived. 
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intended    meeting    in    September,    which    will    in    all    probability    be 
greater  than  at  any  former  period. 

Yesterday  Speeches  arrived  here,  from  the  American  States,  to  the 
Mohawks,  Delaware  and  Hurona,  the  Tendency  of  which  appears  to 
the  Indians  (who  have  held  councils  in  consequence  thereof)  calculated 
to  divide  them  and  they  have  taken  up  the  business  in  that  light  and 
resolved  on  a  General  Confederacy  of  all  Nations  of  their  Colour  to 
defend   their   Country    to   the   last. 

I  inclose  these  speeches  for  your  perusal,  except  that  to  the  Six 
Nations,    which    would   no  doubt  be  sent  you  from   Niagara  long  ago. 

The  Boundary  line  which  was  fixed  three  years  ago,  and  which  the 
Indians  now  contend  for  is  the  River  Ohio,  as  far  Eastward  as  Muskin- 
gum then  up  the  river  Muskingum  as  far  as  the  Portage,  which  crossed 
to  Cayahoga,  and  from  thence  in  a  direct  line  across  the  country  to 
Venango  and  to  be  bounded  upon  Lake  Erie  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
from  Venango  on  that  line  which  divides  the  line  of  the  Six  Nations 
&   the   Lake   Indians. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be    Sir 

your  most   obedient   and 

faithful   humble   Servant 

(Signed)  A.  McKee. 

Indorsed:    3. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  the  1st  of  August  1791. 

[  Q  42,  p  289  ] 


MAJOR  JOHN  STAGG,  JR.,  TO  CAPT.  JACOB  SLOUGH. 

Extract  Juillet  5th  1791. 

Cap  Obel  Town. 
To  Captain  Jacob  Slough  | 

Commg  Fort  Franklin.    ) 
Sir, 

June  24th  last,  I  arrived  at  Buffaloe  Creek,  the  Chief  Onondagey 
enquired,  there  was  news,  came  to  them  by  2  letters  from  Fort  Pitt, 
which  they  not  yet  know  the  contents  of,  But  that  the  said  letter  was 
directed  to  the  Chief  Warriors  of  the  dififerent  Tribes,  The  said  letter 
was  handed  to  one  Mr  Cornelius  Virnney  a  trader  of  Buffaloe  Creek, 
who  told  the  chief  that  the  letters  was  of  such  consequence,  to  the 
nation,  that  the  Indian  Eunner  must  proceed  with  the  letter  to  the 
Commanding  oflBcer  of  Niagara,  who  would  let  them  know  the  con- 
3^ 
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tents  of  it;  Mr  Virnney  told  rae  the  2d  letter  was  an  invitation 
for  the  five  nations  to  rise  up,  and  join  the  Americans  in  a  war 
against  the  Western  Nations,  and  that  Mr  De  Bartzch6,  the  french- 
man was  mentioned  in  one  letter,  and  advize  the  Indians  to  rise 
up  to  come  with  him  at  the  order  of  General  St  Clair;  The  said 
Mr  Virnney  said  that  Capt  Joseph  Brant  sent  a  letter  to  the  com- 
manding oflScer  at  Niagara,  mentioned  that  he  was  in  Council  at 
the  Miamie  Town,  with  all  the  Principal  Chiefs  of  the  Western 
Tribes  and  was  in  a  fair  way,  to  bring  the  nation  to  peace.  But  while 
they  were  at  Council,  there  came  in  a  Runner,  from  the  Ohio,  and  told 
that  the  Americans  had  already  crossed  the  Ohio  and  advanced  towards 
their  Towns,  then  the  Chiefs  (fee  told  to  Capt  Brant  the  Americans  were 
not  for  peace,  or  they  would  not  send  an  army  so  immediately  the  war 
hatchet  was  handed  about  to  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  different  Tribes, 
and  accepted,  and  the  last  it  was  handed  to  Capt.  Brant,  he  saw 
there  was  no  other  way  for  him  to  save  his  life  But  to  accept  the 
former  &  to  rise  up  and  take  the  command  of  1500  W^arriors,  as 
you  are  acquainted  to  the  ways  &  customs  of  the  white  people 
and  Indians  &c  &c.     I  excepted  but  to  the  greatest  of  my  displeasures. 

The  Commg.  officer  of  Niagara  sent  advice,  to  the  chiefs  & 
warriors  of  the  five  nations  not  to  detain  themselves  long  with 
Colonel  Pickering  at  the  painted  post,  but  to  make  the  business 
as  short  as  possible,  and  to  be  cautious,  as  he  expected,  that  Colonel 
Pickering,  would  ofiPer  them  the  War  hatchet,  and  for  them  not 
to  touch  it,  and  to  return  as  quick  as  possible;  That  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs,  Sir  John  Johnson  from  Montreal,  was 
coming  &  desired  to  see  them  all  in  Council  at  Buffaloes  Creek, 
to  renew  Friendship;  and  large  quantity  of  goods,  is  to  be  delivered 
to   them    as   customary   from    their  Brethren   the   British, 

After  hearing  the  above  news  I  got  my  friend  Rosscranty  in  a 
private  Council,  and  advised  him  to  assist  me  in  the  business,  to 
advize  the  five  nations,  to  be  friends  to  the  Americans;  their  Brother 
Chiefs  &  Warriors  of  the  5  Nations,  the  said  Mr  Rosscranty  J  gave 
me  his  word  and  honor  ho  would  accept  my  advice  and  immediately 
declared  to  all  the  Chiefs  <^'  Warriors  he  was  turned  to  my  senti- 
ments, and  advises  them  to  rise  up  according  to  the  desires  of 
Govr  St  Clair  then  the  Chiefs  was  very  well  pleased  to  have  me  [& 
him  to  be  their  friends  etc.  the  next  day  the  chiefs  send  for  Mr 
Rosscranty  and  desires  him  to  bring  the  news  and  their  late  deter- 
mination    to     their    ]>rother8    at    the  place  where  he   shall    find    them 
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returned  from  the  Treaty  of  Colonel  Pickering,  or  there  is  yet  to 
suppose  (Sic),  and  to  the  said  Rosscranty  to  advise  their  Brothers 
the  Five  Nations  to  rise  up  according  to  their  Speech  would  send  the 
copy  to  you  by  Captn  Halftown.  Mr  Samuel  Lord  took  the  trouble 
to  copy  it  and  was  present  at  the  said  Council  with  the  Interpreter 
Malhouse.  We  told  to  the  old  of  the  Council  that  the  British  will, 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  5  Nations  to  be  our  friends  with  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  their  Interest  is  not  to  pay  attention  of  all,  to  the  advice  of 
the  British  as  it  will  be  the  last  for  ever  of  the  5  Nations,  if  they 
not  comply  with  the  invitation  of  the  Americans,  and  their  offers  to 
friendship,  for  ever,   for  their  children,    &  children  &c  &c. 

(Signed)  Dg.  De  Bartohie. 

Indorsed :    No.  39. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  212  ] 
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War  Department  July  7th  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the   26th    of   May   by    Captain   Pratt. 

I  have  written  you  regularly  by  the  post  every  Thursday,  and 
I   flatter   myself  you   have   received   them. 

I  am  sorry  that  Brigadier  General  Harmar  should  take  the  reso- 
lution to  resign,  as,  with  you,  I  esteem  him  to  be  a  good  officer, 
notwithstanding  the  loss  sustained  on  the  late  expedition.  I  sincerely 
hope  he  will  reconsider  that  resolution,  and  continue  in  service  at 
least  for  the  Campaign. 

The  copies  of  my  letters  to  Major  General  Butler  will  inform  you 
of  the  measures  which  have  been  executed  for  the  discharge  of  the 
militia  and  of  the  guides  which  he  will  call  out  after  the  troops 
shall  descend  the  Ohio.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  mine  to  him  of 
this  date. 

And,  I  also  enclose  you  a  schedule  of  the  troops  who  have  marched, 
and  who  will  march  in  the  course  of  this  month.  I  think  this  sched- 
ule may  be  depended  upon  as  the  extent.  Excepting  such  additionals 
as  Major  General  Butler  may  raise  of  the  number  of  which,  I 
confess,    I   am    not   very    sanguine. 
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If  therefore  from  your  own  view  of  the  object  you  should  require 
additional  force,  you  will  obtain  it  in  the  manner,  and  of  the  species 
of   Troops,    you    may   judge   proper. 

If  General  Scott's  expedition  should  be  successful  &  satisfactory 
to  the  people  of  Kentucky  there  could  be  no  doubt  uf  your  raising 
such  another  body  of  mounted  volunteers  altho  a  less  number,  per- 
haps five  hundred  would  be  sufficient,  I  mean  that  this  body,  to 
make  up  deficiencies  to  form  part  of  your  army,  and  act  under 
your  immediate  orders.  With  such  a  body  of  Light  troops  well  com- 
manded &  mixed  with  your  regular  cavalry  it  would  appear  that  your 
movements  would  be  irresistible.  I  should  think  at  this  distance,  the 
expence  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  service  of  such  a  corps.  They 
might  be  engaged  for  such  time,  and  to  be  dismissed  when  you  should 
judge  proper. 

But  of  this,  or  any  other  effective  arrangement  you  will  be  the 
judge.  I  will  write  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  that  if  there  should 
be  any  collateral  orders  to  be  issued  by  him,  that  he  will  please 
to   issue   them    immediately. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  arrived  here  yesterday  in 
perfect   health. 

I  am  not  satisfactorily  informed  of  the  means  the  contractor  has 
prepared  for  the  transportation  of  the  rations  on  the  expedition — But, 
if  there  should  be  any  deficiencies  of  any  sort  in  his  department, 
you  will  not  suffer  the  service  to  be  delayed  thereby  if  in  the 
power  of  the  quarter  master  to  remedy  them.  But  you  will  also 
take  care  not  to  interpose  but  in  cases  of  necessity,  in  which  cases 
you  will  have  a  full  statement  of  the  circumstances  transmitted  so 
that  the  contractor  may  be  properly  accountable  for  the  deficiencies 
at   the   Treasury. 

I    have   the   honor   to   be 
Sir 

With   great   respect 

Your   very    humble   Servt 


Knox 
Secy  of  War. 


Major  Genl  St.  Clair. 

Indorfled:    No.  1. 

[Q  58-1,  p  110] 
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CAPT.    JOSEPH   BRANT   TO   MAJOR   JOHN   SMITH. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Joseph  Brant  to  Major  Smith  9th    July  '91. 

Sir, 

At  a  Council  lately  held  among  the  Indians  they  have  agreed  & 
concluded  to  deputize  persons  from  their  different  tribes  to  go  down 
to  Head  Quarters,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
them,  and  perhaps  may  be  the  means  of  saving  their  country  from 
the  ravage  of  the  American  States  in  future,  I  beg  Sir,  you  will 
be  good  enough  to  order  if  possible  a  vessel  to  Fort  Erie,  immedi- 
ately in  order  to  give  those  people  a  speedy  passage,  myself  among 
the   number,    and    I    apprehend    we   have   but   very  little  time  to   lose. 

(Signed)  Jos.  Brant. 

D. 

7. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  100  dated  the  Ist  Angnst  1791. 

[  Q  52,  p  253  ] 


«  MA.JOR   JOHN   SMITH   TO   GEN.    CLARKE. 

Detroit  10th  July  '91. 
Sir, 

I    have    the    honor    to    enclose    you    a    copy     of  a    letter    I    have 

received   from    Colonel   McKee,    dated    the   5th    Inst,    also  the  copy   of 

one  from    Joseph    Brant,    and    am   to  inform  you,    that  the  chiefs   will 

go   down   from    hence  to  Fort  Erie,    in  one  of  the  King's  Vessels,    on 

or  before   the   13th  Instant. 

I  have   the   honor  to  be,    Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant 

(Signed)  John  Smith 


General  Clarke,  Lt.  Governor  &c. 


Major  5th  Regt. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  A.    MoKee   Esqaire   to  Major  Smith  dated  Foot 

of  the  Rapids   Miamis. 

5th   July    1791. 
Sir, 

At  a  general  Council  of   the   Indians  on  the  3rd  Instant  they  came 

to  a  Resolution  to  send  Deputies  from  each  Nation  to  Head  Quarters, 
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to    represent    their    Affairs    to    His    Excellency    the    Commander    in 

Chief    in     person,     the    unanimity    eV:    earnestness    with     which     they 

sollicited  my  assistance    in    forwarding    them   down,    and    knowing  that 

nothing     could     prevent     their    going,    even    without    such    assistance, 

induced  me  to  promise  I  would  write  to  their  father  at  Detroit  to  give 

them    a  Passage  in  some  of   the  King's  Vessels  and  afford  them   what 

other    assistance    was    necessary.      I    request    therefore,    Sir,    if    they 

should    ask   it,    you    will    be   pleased     to    give    the    necessary     orders, 

that   they  may    not  be  detained  longer  from    hence,  than   is   absolutely 

necessary. 

As   the   General   Confederacy  of   the   Indians  will  be  also  assembled 

at   this   place,    early    in    September    to     watch    the   movement   of   any 

force    coming    into    their    country,    you    will   likewise   see    how    much 

wanted   a   further    stock    of    provisions    to    be    laid    in    at   this   place 

will  be,   which  I  have  also   mentioned  to  the   Superintendant  General. 

(Signed)  A.  McKee. 

[  Q  52,  p  252  ] 


[Duplicate.] 


LETTER    TO    MAJ.    GEN.    JtlCHARD    BUTLER. 

War  Department  July  ]4th  1791. 


Sir, 

I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  7th  inst,  I  am  happy  to 
learn    that   all   arrangements   are    in    the   promising   train   you    state. 

You]  will  report  particularly  the  arrangements  you  make  with  the 
County    Lieutenants   during   the   absence   of   the   army. 

The   defects   relative   to   beef   I  am    assured    have   been    remedied. 

I  hope  the  reports  relative  to  General  Scott's  success  may  be  true 
to  the  utmost  extent  but  I  am  ignorant  of  what  they  are,  not  having 
received   any  information    on  the  subject. 

Captain  Phelon  did  not  march  on  the  day  I  expected.  He  will 
probably  halt  to-day  at  Reading  and  move  on  to-morrow.  He  will 
take  under  his  orders  at  Carlisle  all  the  Levies  who  may  be  there, 
any  deficiencies  in  Major  Hutler's  Battalion  must  be  attempted  to 
be  completed  by  Major  Smith  who  may  continue  rocruiting  until 
the  25th  when  he  must  march.  I  write  to  Major  iiutler  by  this  post 
to   repair   immediately    to    Fort    Pitt. 
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Major  Paterson  having  left  this  city  some  days  ago  will  be  at  Fort 
Pitt   before   this   letter. 

About  one  hundred  recruits  of  the  Regulars  from  the  eastward 
are  directed  to  move  on,  But  they  cannot  arrive  at  Fort  Washington 
much  before  the  1st  of  September  therefore  I  do  not  estimate  them 
for  the  expedition,  the  deficiency  must  be  made  up  by  the  General 
from  the  district  of  Kentucky  of  such  species  of  troops  as  he  shall 
judge   proper. 

All  the  Jersey  Levies  who  shall  be  recruited  by  the  25th  shall 
at  that  time  move  forward  perhaps  they  may  amount  to  twenty  five  or 
thirty. 

Doctor  Slough  having  resigned  you  will  appoint  a  successor  and 
inform  me  thereof  I  really  believe  Doctor  Brown  one  of  the  Mates 
would  well  answer  the  purpose,  I  presume  the  Maryland  and  Virginia 
Battalions  have  Mates. 

I  am  Sir  &ca. 

Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

Indorsed:    No.  22. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  176  ] 


LETTER   TO   MAJOR   GENERAL   A.   ST.   CLAIR. 

[  Duplicate.  ] 

War  Department  14th  July  1791. 
Sir, 

On  the  eleventh  of  this  month  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive 
your  favor   of   the   first   of    June. 

The  fate  of  General  Scott's  incursion  must  have  been  decided 
long  ere  this,  but  we  are  in  the  dark  as  to  the  result. 
It  was  reported  at  Fort  Pitt  on  the  seventh,  that  he  had  succeeded 
greatly,    but  the  particulars  of  the  report  were  not  transmitted  to  me. 

The  letters  from  Major  General  Butler  at  Fort  Pitt  are  encourag- 
ing as  to  the  supplies,  the  state  of  the  River  and  the  general  tran- 
quillity  of   the  frontiers. 

General  Butler  has  most  undoubtedly  transmitted  you,  Rhea's  affi- 
davit although  some  things  contained  therein  may  be  doubted,  yet 
there  is  strong  cause  to  believe  that  others  are  true.  I  transmit 
you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Butler  on  receiving  Rhea's 
information. 
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We  must  by  all  means  avoid  involving  the  United  States  with 
Great  Britain,  until  events  arise  of  the  quality  &  magnitude  as  to 
impress  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  world  at  large 
of  the  rank  injustice  and  unfairness  of  their  procedure.  But  a 
war  with  that  power  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  would  retard 
our  power,  growth  and  happyness  beyond  almost  the  power  of 
calculation. 

The  information  of  Rhea  will  serve  to  guide  your  measures  and 
seems  to  strengthen  and  rivet  the  propriety  of  assuring  the  position 
with   a   strong   hand   mentioned   in   your   instructions. 

I  inclose  you  duplicates  of  my  letters  to  you,  and  Major  General 
Butler  of  the  seventh  instant  a  duplicate  of  the  schedule  therein 
enclosed,  a  duplicate  of  mine  to  General  Butler  of  the  twelfth 
and    of   mine   to    him    of   this   date. 

The  hundred  regulars  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  march  by  the 
first  of  August  will  I  hope  be  encreased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty; 
I  judge  from  appearances.  But  it  may  be  doubted  whether  these 
will  arrive  in  time  for  the  expedition  which  1  presume  you  will 
be  in  readyness  to  commence  at  the  farthest  the  first  of  September 
I  shall  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  continue  the  recruiting  service  in  the  Eastern  States  until 
the  first  of  October — during  which  time  it  may  be  expected  we  may 
obtain  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  regulars  in  addition 
to   those   supplies   specified    in    the    enclosed    Schedule. 

I    hope    however    that    you     will   be    able    with    the    bounty    of   Six 
dollars   to   fill    up   your    regular   regiments   from    the   levies — You    will 
please  to  let  me  have  your  opinion   of  the   probability    of   this    event. 
I    am 

with   great   esteem 

Your    most   obedient 

Servant 

( Unsigned ) 
Major  General  St.  Clair 

Indorsed:    No.  2  Doplicato. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  12:i  ] 
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LETTER   FROM   COLONEL   TIMOTHY    PICKERING. 

Extract  of   a  Letter  from  Colonel  Timothy  Pickering,   To  the  Secretary 

of   war   dated 

Newtown  16th  July  1791. 

"  Captain  Hendrick  set  off  the  13th  Instant,  on  his  journey  to  the 
Western  Indians;  He  goes  by  the  way  of  Niagara  to  the  Grand 
River,  which  he  may  reach  in  8  days;  from  thence  to  the  River 
of  France  (as  it  is  pronounced  to  me)  is  about  20  miles  then  he 
will  go  down  that  river,  in  a  canoe  to  near  the  Western  End  of 
Lake  Erie,  and  so  to  Detroit.  This  is  a  voyage  of  about  12  days. 
From  the  information  he  had  received,  he  said  it  would  take  him 
about  6  days  to  go  from  Detroit  to  the  hostile  Indians  towns.  So 
his   whole   journey    may    take   up   thirty   days." 

Compared. 

(Signed)  Jno  Stagg,  Junr. 

Chf  Clk. 

Indorsed:    No.  40. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  215  ] 


LETTER    FROM   CHARLES   SCOTT. 

Copy    of   a   letter   dated 

Detroit  20th  July  1791. 
Sir, 

A  person  whom  I  rely  on  from  the  Illinois  reports  that  the 
subjoined  council  has  made  much  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
Indians,  who  inhabit  the  River  Illinois  &  St  Joseph  &  which  has 
not  reached  the  Indians  of  the  Miamis,  who  are  of  little  conse- 
quence, the  threats  of  authority  to  raise  four  thousand  men  is  of 
so  little  consequence  that  they  pay  no  attention  to  it.  In  spite  of 
the  large  party  all  would  desire  the  proposed  conditions,  much 
rather  peace  than  war.  They  want  the  good  will  of  government. 
Many  of  the  chiefs  propose  to  go  to  Canada,  others  say  that  it  is  not 
necessary  seeing  that  their  resolutions  are   written    which    Brant   some 

days  ago  was  the  bearer.  At  the  Illinois  the  Spanish 
oneof 6&9ib8.  ^^^®    built   a   new   fort;    many    of    the    French     who    were 

settled    at   Cascatias.    have  gone    over    to    the    Spanish,    the 

garrison  is  not   more   than   thirty   men    &   forty  at   L'ance   la  Graisse, 

which    is   a   post   for   the    traders.     The  Americans   in    this   part   show 
.37 
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much  inconstancy,  scarcely  have  they  dug  up  the  ground  when 
they  abandon  it  to  go  lower  down  the  Mississippi,  they  await  the 
troops  this  iSuminer,  and  fear  on  the  appearance  of  war  that  the 
English  will  not  come  by  Michilimakinac  or  Detroit  to  war. 
If  once  the  Indians  should  have  the  advantage  of  treating  for  i^eace 
on  the  conditions  that  the  Ohio  should  be  the  boundary  the  Indians 
would  cede  them  to  Government,  &  we  would  allow  them  to  establish 
forts  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Wabash  on  the  Rivers  Illinois 
&   Mississippi  &  the  advantage   of    trade. 

[  Q  52,  p  274  ] 
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War  Department  2l8t  July  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
thirteenth  of  June — by  the  Post  of  this  morning.  And  I  enclose  you 
a  duplicate  of  mine  of  the  fourteenth  instant,  the  copy  of  the  con- 
tract of  provisions,  and  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Marshall  of  Kentucky,  a  copy  of  mine  to  Major 
General   Butler   of  the   fourteenth    and   of   mine   to  him  of   this   date. 

By  my  letter  to  Major  General  Butler,  combined  with  those  writ- 
ten to  you,  you  will  observe  the  progress  of  your  force,  and  the 
orders  I  have  given  him    from    time   to   time. 

As  Capt.  Phelen  will  probably  be  the  last  of  the  Troops,  who 
will  march  from  the  Eastward  to  Fort  Pitt,  so  as  to  be  of  service 
in  your  expedition  you  will  before  this,  have  formed  your  judgment 
of  the  auxiliary  force  you  will  require  from  Kentucky,  and  have 
made   your   arrangements   for   obtaining   it   accordingly. 

I  have  urged  Mr  Duer  repeatedly,  to  take  all  the  necessary  steps 
relative  to  an  ample  supply  of  provisions  and  to  obtain  the  means 
necessary  for  the  transportation  thereof,  and  I  am  given  to  under- 
stand that  he  has  made  the  arrangements  accordingly.  I  sincerely 
hope  this  to  be  the  case.  But  as  he  is  not  personally  present,  some 
doubts  arise  as  to  the  arrangements  of  his  substitutes. 

At  this  distance,  I  can  only  repeat  the  observations,  which  I  have 
had  the  hcmor  to  make  to  you  before — That  in  tho  present  state  of 
public  credit,   the  public  interests  must  not  sutTer  in  anywise. 


J.  KNOX,   SECY  OF  WAR,  TO   GENERAL  ST.  CLAII^.  291 

That  if  the  contractor's  agent  shall  not  have  provided  the  articles 
necessary  in  his  department,  that  you  will  make  effective  arrangements 
to  supply  the  deficiencies.  That  in  all  cases  of  this  nature  you 
will  of  course  transmit  the  requisition  upon  the  contractors  agents 
in  writing,  and  obtain  their  answers  in  the  same  manner.  That  you 
will  transmit  these  several  papers  in  order  that  they  may  be  acted 
upon   at   the   treasury. 

I  omitted  in  my  last  to  reply  to  your  observation  relative  to 
Colonel   Sargent. 

The  office  of  adjutant  general  is  not  provided  for  by  the  laws.  In 
case  therefore  of  an  officer  of  that  description  being  appointed,  as 
seems  to  be  indispensibly  necessary,  he  must  depend  upon  an  after 
provision  being  made  for  him  by  Congress,  of  which  there  will  be 
very  little  doubt.  It  must  be  left  to  your  view  of  the  subject  to 
determine  the  rank  and  pay  which  shall  be  offered  such  an  officer 
for  the  expedition,  but  they  certainly  ought  not  to  exceed  that  of 
a   Lieutenant   Colonel. 

We  have  had  for  a  week  past  reports  by  way  of  Fort  Pitt,  and 
of  Kentucky  of  the  favourable  issue  of  General  Scott's  expedition,  but 
nothing  to  be  entirely  depended  upon. 

If  Colonel  Edwards  Lieutenant  of  Bourbon  should  go  upon  the 
expedition  you  mentioned,  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  meet  with 
some   marked   success. 

I  have  no  information  of  Colonel  Pickering's  treaty  yet  being 
closed.  It  was  attended  by  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  of  the 
different  tribes,  men  women  &  children.  As  he  has  nothing  to 
request  of  them  but  to  be  quiet,  there  is  little  doubt  but  his  mis- 
sion   will   be   successful. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  de  Barbzche's  information,  which  has 
been  sent  by  Major  General  Butler,  who  may  not  have  taken 
a  copy  of  it.  The  information  and  the  speech  appear  to  be  such 
as  to  deserve  some  credit.  I  therefore  enclose  it  that  it  may  be 
associated   and   compared   with    other  information. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  commanded  me  to  urge, 
that  as  soon  as  your  troops  are  assembled  or  such  portion  thereof 
as  you  may  judge  proper,  that  you  commence  the  establishment  of 
such  of  your  posts  of  communication,  to  which  your  force  may  be 
adequate. 
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He   is    greatly     anxious,    that    the    campaign     be    distinguished     by 

decisive   measures   so   that   the   espence   incurred    may    be    manifestly 

useful   and   important. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be 

with    great   esteem 

Your   humble   Servant 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 
Major  General  St  Clair. 

Indoreed:    No.  2. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  119  ] 


J.    KNOX,   SEC'Y   of   war,   TO   MAJ.    GEN.   A.   ST.   CLAIR. 

War  Department  July  21st  1791. 
Sir, 

The   bearer   Doctor  Gresson  is  one  of   the    Emigrants   from    France, 
who   has   decided    to   incorporate   himself   among   our   citizens. 

He   is   recommended   as   a   gentleman    of    Science,    and    professional 
knowledge   as   a   Surgeon. 

I  have  recommended  to  Major  General  Butler  to  have  him  exam- 
ined by  professional  characters,  and  if  the  result  should  be  favour- 
able, to  appoint  him  to  one  of  the  vacant  battalions  of  Levies.  In 
case  the  said  vacancies  should  be  filled  up,  I  recommend  him  to  you 
for  such  temporary  employment  in  the  medical  line,  as  you  may 
with  propriety  employ  him  in. 
I    am    Sir 

with   great   respect 

your   most   obedient 

humble   servant 
(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Secy  of  Wnr 
Major  General  St  Clair. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  130  ] 
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J.    KNOX,   SEC'y   of   war,   TO   MAJ.    GEN.   RICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department  July  21st  1791. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  Doctor  Grasson  is  one  of  the  Emigrants  from  France 
and  recommended  to  me  as  a  gentleman  of  science  and  professional 
knowledge. 

I  request  you  would  be  pleased  to  cause  him  to  be  examined  by 
professional  characters  and  if  the  report  should  be  favorable  that 
you  would  appoint  him  a  Surgeon's  mate  to  any  of  the  vacant  Bat- 
talions and  if  there  should  not  be  any  vacancy  that  you  would  per- 
mit  him    to   repair   to    Head    Quarters. 

I   am    Sir 

&ca. 

(Signed)  J.  Knox. 

Major  General  Eichard  Butler. 

Indorsed:    No.  23. 

[  g  58-1,  p  178  ] 


J.    KNOX,    SEG'Y   of   war,    TO   MAJ.    GEN.    RICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department  21st  July  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
fourteenth  instant  and  to  enclose  a  duplicate  of  mine  of  the  same 
day.  I  have  also  received  a  letter  from  Major  General  St  Clair  of 
the  thirteenth  of  June  at  which  time  no  troops  had  arrived.  But 
on  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  Major  Ferguson  with  Kirkwood  and 
Armstrong's  companies  and  also  Montfort  from  North  Carolina  is 
arrived. 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn  of  the  detachments 
descending   the   river   under   Major   Gaither   on  the  thirteenth  instant. 

I  most  earnestly  request  that  all  the  troops  be  instantly  collected 
and  embodied   for  Head   Quarters   with    all   possible   dispatch. 

Captain  Beatty  will  have  reached  you  by  this  time.  Captain 
Phelon  with  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  regulars  and  levies  will 
leave   Carlisle   to-morrow. 
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Captain  Newman  with  about  sixty  regulars  and  levies  will  leave 
this  city  on  or  about  the  twenty  fifth  and  about  one  hundred  more 
will  arrive  at  Brunswick  in  a  few  days,  But  I  do  not  estimate  that 
these   will   arrive     in   time   for  the   expedition. 

Major   Heart   will   set   out   from    this   city   tomorrow. 

The   Shoes   and   colers   will   also   leave   this   tomorrow. 

I  have  urged  Mr  Duer  the  contractor  to  take  all  necessary  meas- 
ures relative  to  provisions  which  I  have  been  assured  has  been  done. 
Major   General    St   Clair   in    his   letter   of    the   thirteenth    writes   thus. 

"The  contractors  have  got  forward  about  a  thousand  barrels  of 
flour  and  Elliot  tfc  Williams  have  likewise  about  a  thousand  at  this 
place,  which  should  it  be  wanted  I  consider  as  so  much  in  the 
hands  of  the  public  and  the  contractor's  agent  is  gone  to  Kentucky 
to  purchase  beef  in  which  he  will  meet  with  no  difficulty  now  they 
propose  to  transport  the  flour  by  and  by.  I  have  not  nor  have  they 
any   person   here   who   can   inform  mo" 

Major  Heart  has  informed  me  that  John  Rhea's  character  is  truly 
infamous   and    no   dependence   to   be   placed    thereon. 

Were  one  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  by 
what  appears  to  be  their  true  interests  they  cannot  urge  the  Indians 
to  a  war  with  the  United  States  and  their  agent  here  is  pretty 
strenuous   in    asserting   the   contrary    of   Rhea's   information. 

De  Bartzches  information  as  transmitted  by  Captain  Slough  appears 
probable  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  from  Colonel  Proctor's  informa- 
tion but  that  Brandt  went  to  the  Miamis  towns  and  probably  for 
the  object  of  peace,  and  it  is  not  improbable  but  Sir  John  John- 
son's  proposed    treaty    is  to   the   same   effect. 

Colonel  Pickering  informs  me  that  as  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  Indians  to  be  at  Fort  Franklin  by  the  twentieth  instant  he  shall 
not  attempt  to  influence  any  of  them  to  join  our  army  and  that 
he   has   understood    that    any   such    attempt   would    be   ill   received. 

The  great  object  of  Colonel  Pickerings  treaty  was  to  keep  the 
Six  Nations  ([uiet  and  to  ijrevent  their  joining  the  opposite  side 
by   drawing   them    a   dill'erent   way. 

It  was  indeed  added  that  it  might  be  an  additional  cement  to 
obtain  a  party  of  sixty  or  seventy  of  their  young  warriors  who  could 
with   difficulty    bo   restrained    from    joining   one   side   or   the   other. 

We  have  yet  no  official  news  from  Scott  the  reports  from  Kentucky 
are  that  ho  has   succeeded    which    I   sincerely    hope  may  bo   the   case. 

1  am  persuaded  you  will  descend  the  Ohio  at  the  earliest  moment 
the  service  will  re(|uire.     Indeed  it  will  be  proper  that  both    you   and 
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the  Quarter  Master  should  be  at  Head  Quarters  as  soon  as  possible. 
Colonel  Gibson  or  Colonel  Darke  may  be  left  to  superintend  the 
remaining  embarkations.  But  every  sort  of  stores  for  the  campaign 
which  shall  be  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  must  precede  or  accompany  Captn 
Phelon. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  to  whom  I  have  submitted 
your  letter  of  the  fourteenth  instant,  is  exceedingly  anxious  that 
Major  General  St  Clair  should  commence  his  operations  at  as  early 
a  period  as  possible,  and  he  has  commanded  me  to  urge  that  you 
and   all  troops   within   your   orders  descend   the   Ohio    immediately. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  Brigadier  General  Sevier  since  the   fifth 

of   June   when   he  informed   me  of  three  companies   being  raised  and 

soon    to   march. 

I   am    Sir   &ca. 

Major  General  {  (Signed)  J.  Knox. 

Richard  Butler. 

Indorsed:    No.  24. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  179  ] 


MA.J.    GEN.   EICHAED    BUTLER   TO   LIEUT.    J.    JEFFEES. 

Pittsburg  26th  July  1791. 
Sir, 

You  will  please  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Fort 
Franklin  where  you  will  resume  your  command  subject  to  the  orders 
already  considered  as  the  standing  Orders  of  the  Post.  You  will  take 
with  you  and  under  your  care  the  two  Indians  (Senecas)  now  at  this 
post.  And  as  the  accounts  from  the  Six  Nations  are  so  various  and 
so  ill  understood,  it  appears  to  me  necessary  that  you  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Corn  Planters  Town  and  as  a  proper  Interpreter  is  of 
the  utmost  consequence  in  transacting  Business  with  Indians  you 
will  take  with  you  Mr  Joseph  Nicholson  Interpreter  for  the  United 
States. 

You  will  make  the  most  accurate  observations  of  the  conduct  and 
Disposition  both  of  the  chiefs  &  common  people  towards  the  United 
States  and  endeavor  to  know  what  impression  is  made  on  them  at 
the  Treaty  of  the  Painted  Posts.  You  will  know  if  the  Chiefs  are  invited 
to  a  Treaty  or  Council  at  Niagara,  by  whom  they  are  invited — whether 
the  commanding  oflScer,  the  Indian  Agent,  Col.  Brant,  or  other  person 
&  for  what  purpose,  what  time  the  council  is  to  commence,  what  pro- 
portion   of   the  Chiefs   mean    to   attend,    whether     those    worst   or   best 
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disposed  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  &ca  what  number  of 
the  Western  Chiefs  or  if  any  came  with  Brant  to  Niagara,  their 
Errand  or  Intention  for  coming,  whether  to  try  to  persuade  the 
Six  nations  to  join  them  against  the  U.  S.  or  to  assist  them  in  mak- 
ing peace  between  them  and  the  U.  S.  what  time  they  are  to  return 
&ca.  You  will  be  particular  in  putting  the  chiefs  in  mind  of  the 
message  of  Governor  St  Clair  &  recommending  it  to  their  attention, 
also  the  speech  sent  by  me,  by  the  Big  Tree  and  Broken  Twig 
on  the  5th  of  June  last  and  let  them  know  we  have  had  no  answer  to 
either  of  them.  You  must  be  particularly  cautious  in  your  conduct 
and  make  use  of  no  Declaration  menace  which  may  be  construed  hos- 
tile to  the  British,  avoid  every  thing  that  can  possibly  give  them 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  U.  S.,  be  circumspect  but  should  you 
meet  any  of  their  officers  be  Respectfull  to  yourself.  Find  out  every 
thing  possible  during  your  stay  relative  to  Indian  affairs,  and  if 
there  is  any  Reinforcement  come  to  Niagara  lately,  if  they  have 
made  any  new  or  strong  Repairs.  What  was  the  Result  of  Brant's 
mission  to  the  west,  whether  they  think  the  Western  Indians  still 
determine  to  be  Hostile  what  numbers  were  collected  at  the  Miami 
whether   they    separated   to    meet   again    &    at   what   time    &c. 

Should  you  not  meet  with  the  Information  required  at  the  Corn 
Planter's  Town  and  you  think  it  may  be  obtained,  at  some  adjacent 
Town  you  are  at  Liberty  to  proceed  to  it  with  the  Interpreter 
provided  your  stay  is  not  longer  than  to  have  your  Information  by 
the  return  of  Mr  Nicholson  to  me  against  the  20th  Day  of  August, 
but  least  I  should  have  left  this,  direct  in  my  absence,  to  be  for- 
warded to  Major  Craige,  and  send  a  duplicate  for  the  Secretary  of  war. 

In  full  confidence  that  you  will  perform  this  service  with  critical 
punctuallity 

I    have   the   honor   to   be   Sir 

Your   obt   humble,    Servt 

(Signed)  Richard  Butler 

Lieutenant  J.  Jeffers  Major  Genl. 

let.   U.  S.  Regt. 

P.  S.  Should  you  receive  any  accounts  on  your  arrival  at  Venango 
be    pleased    to   Transmit   them    by    the   return    of   the   Canoe. 

A  true  copy 

(Signed)  J.  Morgan. 

Indoraed:    No.  3D. 

[  Q   58-1,    p   201  ] 
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MAJOR   JOHN   STAGG,    JR.,    TO    MAJOR   GENERAL   A.    ST.    CLAIR. 

War  Department  July  28th  1791. 
Sir, 

The  Secretary  at  war  being   absent   for   a   few   days  at  New  York,  I 

am  commanded  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  send  you  the 

enclosed   communications   from    Colo   Timothy    Pickering,    which    have 

been    received   in    the   absence   of    the    Secretary,    relative   to   Captain 

Hendrick   Aupumut   Chief   of    the    Stockbridge   Indians    who   is   gone 

forward   on   an   embassy    to   the   hostile   Indians    to   persuade   them    to 

listen    to   the   voice   of   peace. 

I   have  the  honor  also  to    transmit   you  extracts  of  Colo  Pickering's 

letters   to   the   Secretary    at   war    dated   the    16th    and    21st   instant   on 

the   same   business,    and   also   a   duplicate   of    the    Secretary    of  Wars 

dispatches   to   you   of   the   21st   instant. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be   Sir 

with   great   respect 

your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

(Signed)  Jo.  Stagg,  Junr., 

Major  General  St  Clair.  Chf  Clk. 

Indorsed:    No.  4. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  IHI  ] 

TOBIAS  LEAR,  SEC'Y,  TO  MAJOR  JOHN  STAGG,  JR. 

United  States  July  28th,  1791. 
Sir, 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  he  thinks  it  best  for  the  letters  and  papers  from  Coll  Picker- 
ing to  General  St  Clair  to  be  sent  to  General  Butler  without  a 
seal,  that  he  seeing  the  necessity  of  their  getting  to  General  St 
Clair  as  soon  as  possible  may  use  the  best  means  of  conveying  them 
to   him    with   dispatch    &   safety." 

I   have   the   honor   to   be    Sir   &ca 

(Signed)        Tobias  Lear 
Secretary  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
"Major  John  Stagg 

Principal  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  at  War." 

Indorsed:    No,  9. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  145  ] 
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MAJ.    JOHN   STAGG,    JR.,    TO    MAJ.    GEN.    RICHARD    BUTLER. 

War  DErARTMENT  July  28th  1791. 
Sir, 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  at  war  who  is  now  at  New  York 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated 
the  2l8t  instant  with  the  enclosure  and  to  transmit  you  herewith  a 
duplicate   of   his   communications   to   you    of  'the   same   date. 

Captn.  Newman  of  the  2d  Regt  of  regulars  with  about  80  men 
will   leave   this   city   to   morrow    morning   for    Fort   Pitt. 

Captain  Buel  was  to  embark  yesterday  at  Middletown  in  Connecticut 
for  New  Brunswick  with  a  complete  company  of  recruits  for  the  2d 
Regt  of  Regulars.  As  soon  as  this  company  arrives  at  New  Bruns- 
wick   it    will    immediately    be   pushed    forward    to   Fort   Pitt. 

We  have  received  the  pleasing  tidings  of  General  Scott's  expedi- 
tion and  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  directed  them  to 
be  published. 

I   enclose  you   one  of   the   newspapers. 

I   have  the   honor   &ca 

(Signed)  Jno  Stagg,  Junr. 

Chf.  Clk. 
Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

P.  S,  I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  dis- 
patches for  Major  General  St  Clair  which  you  will  please  to  forward 
with    all   possible   care   and    expedition. 

(Signed)        Jno  Stagg  Junr. 

iDdorsed:    No.  25. 

[  g  58-1,  p  183  ] 


LOKD  DORCHESTER  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

[  No  100.  ]  Quebec  Ist  August  1791. 

My  Lord, 

I   inclose   further  information  concerning   the  affairs  of   the    western 
Country  in  ccjntinuation    of    my    letter   No  98. 
I  am    with    much    respect   and  esteem 
Your   Lordship's 

most   obedient   and 

most   humble   Servant 

Dorchester. 
The  Right  Honl  Lord  Grenville. 
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Schedule   of   the   Inclosures. 

1.  The  Indian  agent  of  Detroit  to  the  Superintendant  General 
of  Indian  Affairs,  Foot  of  the  Miamis  rapids,  20th  June  1791.  An 
Indian  village  on  the  Wabash  destroyed  by  a  party  of  horse  from 
the  army  of  the  States.  Difficulty  of  restoring  peace  increased 
thereby,  proposes  nevertheless  to  collect  the  Chiefs  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  subject,  the  Indian  force  near  2,000,  thinks  the  safety 
of  Detroit  requires  the  establishment  of  a  post  at  the  foot  of  the 
Miamis  rapids,  in  case  of  the  approach  of  an  army  points  out  the 
necessity   of   restraining  the  sale  of   spirituous  liquors  to  the   Indians. 

2  The  same  to  the  same  from  the  same  place  27th  June  1791, 
acknowledges  answers  to  former  letters  concerning  the  present  demand 
of  more  than  asual  supplies  of  provisions  &c  and  states  that  other 
necessities   have    been   rather   scanty. 

3.  The  same  to  the  same  from  the  same  place  5  July  1791,  reports 
that  he  has  had  a  general  council  with  the  Indians,  on  the  subject  of 
the  reestablishment  of  peace.  Deputies  from  the  western  nations  are 
coming  down  to  Lower  Canada,  transmits  messages  from  Governor 
St  Clair  to  the  Delawares  and  Wyandots,  or  Hurons,  which  the 
Indians  consider  as  having  a  tendency  to  divide  them,  and  they 
resolve  in  a  general  confederacy  to  defend  their  country.  He  also 
describes   the   boundary    line,    which    the   Indians   contend    for. 

4  Letters  to  the  Indian  Agent  of  Detroit  of  the  15th  and  26th 
June  1791,  giving  an  account  of  the  destruction  of  the  Indian 
village   upon   the   Wabash    mentioned   in   No   1. 

5  Messages  from  Governor  St  Clair  to  the  Delawares  and  Wyan- 
dots  30th*  April   1791,    alluded   to   in   No   3. 

6  Joseph  Brandt  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  Miamis  Kapids  23d  June 
1791,  describes  the  dispositions  of  the  Western  Indians  with  respect 
to  the  terms  of  peace,  and  apprehends  they  must  suffer  from  the 
want   of   provisions. 

7  The  Commandant  of  Detroit  to  Major  General  Clarke  10th  July 
1791,  with  a  letter  from  Mr  McKee  and  one  from  Joseph  Brant 
on  the  subject  of  the  Deputation  from  the  Western  Indians  to  the 
Commander   in    Chief. 

8  Directions  to  the  Superintendant  General  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  to  the  Commandant  of  Detroit,  Quebec  1st  August  17^1,  con- 
cerning the  present  demand  of  more  than  usual  supplies  of  provi- 
sions  and   necessaries. 
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9  To  Sir  John  Johnson  of  the  same  date,  requiring  information 
concerning  posts  mentioned  by  the  Indian  Agent  of  Detroit  to  have 
been  established  during  the  late  war  at  the  foot  of  the  Miamis 
Rapids   and   at   the   Miamis   towns. 

D. 

Iniloreed:    Uanbec,  let  Aagnst  1791. 

Lord  Dorcheeter  No   100.    K.  22d  Sepr. 

(Nine  enclosures.) 
[  Q  52,  p  231  ] 


LORD    DORCHESTER    TO   SIR   JOHN    JOHNSON    AND    MAJOR    JOHN   SMITH. 

Quebec  let  August  1791. 
Sir, 

It  appears  from  Mr  McKee's  reports,  that  the  execution  of  the 
orders,  given  him,  to  ascertain  the  terms,  upon  which  the  Western 
Indians  may  be  disposed  to  a  restoration  of  peace  with  the  United 
States,  demand  a  more  than  usual  supply  of  provisions,  and  that 
other  necessaries   have   been    rather   scanty. 

The  habitual  manifestation  of  the  King's  benevolence  and  friend- 
ship towards  the  Indians  places  the  duty  of  his  servants,  to  afford 
them  every  reasonable  relief  and  comfort  in  their  power  upon  all 
occasions,  in  the  clearest  light,  but  this  duty  requires  additional 
force,  in  an  Instance  like  the  present  of  the  Indians  being  called 
together  for  the  desirable  purpose  of  re-establishing  the  general 
tranquillity.  They  must  not  therefore  be  allowed  to  suffer  any  dis- 
tress  in   conseciuence   of   their   compliance   with    this   rei^uest. 

Your  discretion    will   of    course    be   guided   by   these   considerations. 
I    am    with    regard    &ca. 

(Signed)  "      Dorchester. 


D. 


To  Sir  John  Jolinson,  Bart,  and  ) 

Major  Smith  \- 

Commanding  at  Detroit.  ) 

Indoraed:    8. 

lo  Lord  Dorcbeater'a  to  Lord  GrenTille  No.  100  dated  the  Ist  Aagnst  1791. 

[  g  6^,  p  254  ] 
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HENRY    MOTZ   TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Quebec  Ist  August  1791. 
Sir, 

Mr  McKee's  letter  to  you  of  the  20th  of  June,  states,  that  dur- 
ing the  late  war  posts  were  found  expedient  both  at  the  foot  of 
Miamis  rapids  &  at  the  Miamis  Towns,  and  that  they  should  not 
have  been  evacuated  while  Detroit,  to  which  he  considers  them  as 
the   key    was   thought   an    object   worth    preserving. 

Lord  Dorchester  thinks  this  idea  judicious,  and  wishes  to  be  fully 
informed  of  the  strength  and  nature  of  the  posts  Mr  McKee  alludes 
to,  when  they  were  erected,  and  when,  and  by  whose  order  they 
were   abandoned. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be 
Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

(Signed)  Henry  Motz. 

D. 
Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart. 

Indorsed:    9. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  100  dated  the  let  Aagnst  1791. 

[  Q  52,  p  256  ] 


J.    KNOX,    SEC'Y    of   war,    TO    MAJ.    GEN.    RICHARD   BUTLER. 

War  Department  the  4th  of  August  1791. 
Sir, 

This  morning  I  have  been  honored  with  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
the   28th    ultimo. 

It  affords  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  all  the  troops  and  Stores 
are   in    readiness   and  will  descend  the  Ohio   immediately. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  extremely  anxious  that  the 
Troops  should  be  immediately  assembled  at  Fort  Washington.  I  am 
persuaded  from  your  former  letter  that  they  have  all  descended  the 
Ohio   and   therefore   I   shall   be   very    brief   in    this   letter. 

I  calculate  that  Captain  Phelon,  will  be  at  Fort  Pitt  about  the 
6th    or    8th. 

Captain  Newman  marched  with  about  eighty  three  non  commis- 
sioned and  privates  from  this  city  on  the  30th  Ultimo,  and  Captain 
Buel   will   probably    march   from   New   Brunswick  on  the   8th  or   10th 
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inst.  But  neither  of  these  are  estimated  for  the  campaign.  The 
recruiting  Service  for  the  regulars  will  still  be  continued  and  the 
recruits   forwarded    by    companies. 

I  inclose  you  the  certified  List  you  request.  As  a  Board  of 
officers  will  adjust  the  rank  of  all  the  otticers,  I  conceive  it  would 
be  improper  to  give  any  opinion  relative  to  the  Bank  of  Colonel 
Darke   and   Gibson. 

I  hope  you  have  taken  effectual  measures  to  suppress  the  officious 
interference  of  De  Bartzchie  the  Frenchman  or  any  other  person  with 
the  Indians,  such  conduct  is  pernicious  and  no  good  can  result 
therefrom. 

Colonel  Pickering's  treaty  is  finished  satisfactorily.  I  have  not 
received   the   particulars   but   I    expect   him    in    town   daily. 

Colonel  Pickering  did  not  propose  that  any  of  the  \Yarrior8  should 
accompany  our  Army,  he  found  that  such  a  proposition  would  not 
be  acceptible.  It  is  probable  Sir  John  Johnson  has  called  the 
Indians   to   a   treaty   at   Buffaloe   Creek. 

The   object    we   shall   endeavor   to   learn. 

It    is   well    Brandt   has   returned   and  if   it   be   true   he   has   brought 

some   Western    Indians   with    him,    it   is   most   probable   we   shall  soon 

hear   from    them. 

With   great   respect 

I   have   the   honor   to   be    Sir   &ca 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 
Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

laciorsed:    No.  26. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  185  ] 


J.    KNOX,    SEC'Y   of   war,    TO    MAJOR   GENERAL    A.    ST.    CLAIR. 

War  Department  4tli  August  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
6th  July,  by  the  post  this  morning,  covering  a  duplicate  of  yours 
of  the  20th  of  June,  containing  (General  Scott's  enclosures.  Your 
letter  of  the  23d  of  June  and  the  first  of  yours  of  the  20th  of 
June,    have   not  yet   been    received. 

Brigadier  (ienoral  Scott's  dispatches  were  received  by  Lieutenant 
Billi,    on    the   2Gth   Ultimo.     The  success  of   his  expedition   will    prob- 
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ably  be  attended  with  exceedingly  beneficial  consequences,  and  pre- 
pare the  minds  of  the  Indians  for  that  peace,  which  only  can  save 
them    from    destruction. 

I  should  hope  by  the  time  you  can  receive  this  letter  you  will 
also  receive  the  whole  of  your  force  from  Fort  Pitt,  Phelon's 
detachment   included. 

I  have  not  heard  from  General  Sevier  since  the  5th  of  June;  he 
then  informed  me  that  nearly  three  companies  were  completed  and 
would  march  in  a  few  days.  As  he  was]  furnished  with  money  for 
all    objects   and    clothing   I    hope   there    will   not   be   any   failure. 

But  as  Phelon  is  considered  as  the  rear  guard  of  your  troops  for 
the  expedition,  of  which  you  have  been  informed;  as  you  possess 
all  the  information  of  your  force  which  is  in  my  power  to  afford; 
and  as  you  embrace  the  objects  to  be  performed  and  the  difficulties 
to  be  surmounted,  you  will  be  entirely  competent  to  decide  upon 
the  additional  force  to  be  required,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  you 
have  taken  efficient  arrangements  to  obtain  such  additional  number 
from  Kentucky  and  of  such  species,  as  you  shall  judge  adequate  to 
make   up   all  deficiencies. 

Captain  Newman  marched  from  this  city  with  eighty  three  non 
commissioned  and  privates,  regulars,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  Cap- 
tain Buel  will  march  from  New  Brunswick  on  the  10th  instant,  with 
detachments  from  New  England  and  such  numbers  as  are  in  this 
city  to  make  up  probably  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  regulars 
more.  But,  neither  of  these  detachments  will  arrive  in  time  to  make 
part  of  your  army.  In  addition  to  these  detachments  I  presume 
there  will  be  about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  or  three  hundred  more 
regulars  inlisted  and  marched  between  the  10th  instant  and  the  first 
of  October,  after  which  it  is  probable  the  recruiting  service  will  be 
suspended   during   the   winter   season. 

But  as  I  have  before  intimated  it  is  most  probable  you  will  be 
able   to   fill   up   your   regular   regiments   by   recruits    from    the   Levies. 

The  powder  &  lead  which  you  request  were  early  forwarded  from 
this  city  to  Fort  Pitt  and  ought  to  have  formed  part  of  Major 
Ferguson's  convoy.  The  Quarter  Master  will  forward  them.  The  five 
&  half  inch  shells  and  shot  you  request  shall  be  forwarded  imme- 
diately, but  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  arrive  in  time  for  your 
expedition.  The  quantities  you  have  on  hand  will  probably  be 
sufficient  in  the  first  instance  for  your  posts,  and  as  many  as  you 
can   carry. 
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On  the  17th  of  March  I  ordered  two  hundred  shots  &  shells  to 
be  forwarded  for  each  piece  of  artillery  then  directed  for  the  Posts. 
Mr  Hodgdon  depended  on  a  furnace  at  Fort  Pitt  for  these  articles, 
by    which    the   transportation    would    be   saved. 

He   on    the   28th    July    writes   me    word    they    cannot   be   had. 

You  mention  that  you  have  directed  the  Contractors  agent  to  make 
provisional  agreement  for  eight  hundred  pack  horses  to  transport 
the  provisions  for  the  army.  I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  direct 
no  more  than  shall  be  requisite  to  give  efficiency  to  your  move- 
ments, and    your  judgment   must   be   definite   on    the   case. 

But  I  am  apprehensive  from  a  conversation  beween  you  and  the 
contractor  in  my  office,  that  he  has  calculated  on  a  far  less  number. 
The  idea  was  then  entertained  that  posts  of  communication  were 
to   be   established    and   the  supplies  carried    from    one   to   the   other. 

I  shall  inform  him  of  your  opinion  and  request  him  to  extend 
his   arrangements   to   the   number  you    may   direct. 

As  you  will  take  as  little  baggage  with  you  us  possible,  the 
numbers  I  have  contemplated  in  the  Quarter  Master's  Department 
will  not  exceed  three  hundred  pack  horses,  but,  I  have  directed 
him  to  comply  with  your  orders  for  such  further  numbers  as  you 
may   direct. 

Major  General  Butler  writes  that  Lieut.  Jetfers  is  arranged  at 
Fort   Franklin   agreeably   to   your   orders. 

Major  General  Butler  will  inform  you  particularly  of  the  arrange- 
ments he  has  made  for  the  defensive  protection  of  the  upper  Coun- 
tries of  the  Ohio.  The  liberal  provision  he  has  made  will  most 
probably  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  frontiers. 
You  will  also  please  to  state  particularly  the  arrangement  you  may 
think  proper  to  make    on  the   parts  of   the   Ohio  below  the   Kinkawa. 

It  will  be  highly  proper  to  check  the  spirit  of  desertion  which 
you    mention,    by  some   early    and   decided    examples. 

The  rules  and  articles  of  war  will  probably  undergo  a  revision  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  if  i)08sible  some  grades  of  pun- 
ishment be  obtained  between  one  hundred  lashes  and  death,  which 
as   you    mostly   observe   are   almost   infinitely    disproportionate. 

It  is  said,  and  it  is  probably  true  that  Brandt  has  returned  to 
Niagara  from  the  Miamis  Towns,  and  that  he  has  brought  some 
Western  Indians  with  him;  if  so,  and  their  designs  are  for  peace, 
we   shall   soon    hear   from    them. 

The  Indians  at  BufTaloe  Creek  and  those  at  Colonel  Pickering's 
treaty  asserted    that    ]>randt  wi'ut  forth   for   the  purpose  of   peace,   and 
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intimations  to  that  effect  are  also  constantly  given  in  this  city,  by 
a  gentleman  in  the  confidence  of  Lord  Dorchester,  And  it  is  said 
that  Sir  John  Johnson  is  to  assemble  the  five  nations  at  Buffaloe 
Creek  immediately.  The  indications  which  shall  result  from  this 
Council  and  Brandt's  messages  will  probably  give  a  decided  com- 
plexion   for    the   present   to   Indian   Affairs. 

If  the  British  policy  frowns  upon  Indian  hostilities,  and  the  Six 
Nations  keep  quiet,  your  operations  and  your  intimations  of  the 
disposition  of  the  United  States,  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes,  will  in  the  course  of  the  season  effect  the  object,  and  you 
will   probably    be   suffered    to  establish    your  posts  without   opposition. 

I  inclose  you  duplicates  of  Colonel  Pickerings  letter  to  you  of 
the  8th  ulto  and  of  the  queries  and  answers  of  Captain  Hendricks. 
The  treaty  closed  the  15th  ultimo,  and  the  Indians  returned  satis- 
fied, Colonel  Pickering  did  not  attempt  to  persuade  any  of  them 
to  join  our  army,  as  he  found  such  a  proposal  would  be  very  dis- 
agreeable. But,  Big-tree  came  from  Oneal's  town  with  a  proposition 
to   assist   our   army    to    make   peace.     This   was   debated    &   refused. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  still  continues  anxious  that 
you    should   at    the   earliest  moment  commence  your   operations. 

I    enclose   you   the   copy    of   a   letter    to    Major   General    Butler    of 

this   date,    which    I   presume    will   be  the   last    he  will   receive  for   the 

present   at   Fort   Pitt. 

I   am 

Sir 

With    the   greatest   esteem 

Your   most   obedient 

Servant 

J.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 
Major  General  St  Clair. 

Indorsed:    No.  5. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  132  ] 


MERCHANTS   TRADING   AT   DETROIT   TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Montreal  10  August  1791. 
Sir, 

As   we   understand    you    are    about    setting    out   for     Quebec,    with 
Deputies   frum    the   Indian    Nations,   now   at  war  with    the   Americans, 
we   take   the   favourable   opportunity   of   requesting   the   favor  of  your 
39 
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representing  to  His  Excelly  Lord  Dorchester,  the  present  very  alarm- 
ing situation  of  the  Trade  to  the  Southward  of  Detroit,  wherein  we 
are  very  largely  interested ;  your  personal  knowledge  Sir,  of  that 
Country,  points  out  to  you  that  the  most  considerable  part  of  the 
Trade  from  Detroit  is  carried  on  to  the  Miamis  Country  &  you 
will  have  been  informed  that  the  Traders  suffered  very  considerable 
loss,  last  year  in  consequence  of  the  burning  of  the  Miamis  Villages; 
for  though  they  had  fortunately  time  enough  to  carry  off  greatest 
part  of  their  merchandise,  yet  the  loss  of  their  Houses  &  part  of 
their  goods   has   been   severely   felt. 

We  desire  Sir  to  represent  thro  you  to  His  Excelly  Lord  Dor- 
chester that  while  the  present  unhappy  disputes  subsist  between  the 
Americans  and  Indians,  The  Trade  must  be  totally  put  a  stop  to 
as  neither  the  lives,  nor  property  of  the  Traders  can  be  safe,  nor  the 
present  stock  of  merchandise  imported  from  Britain  this  year  &  for- 
warded to  Detroit  to  amount  of  upwards  of  Forty  Thousand  Pounds 
Curry  converted  into  skins,  to  the  manifest  Injury,  if  not  ruin  of 
many    Individuals. 

The  protection  afforded  by  His  Lordship  on  all  occasions  to  the  Indian 
trade,  leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  his  Influence  will  be  used  in 
this  Instance,  to  induce  the  Deputies  of  the  Indian  Tribes  to  listen  to 
peace,  persuaded  as  we  are,  that  His  Lordship's  mediation,  between 
the  Parties,  cannot  but  be  attended  with  the  most  salutary  effects, 
towards  bringing  about  a  lasting  peace,  where  by  a  Boundary  in 
the  Indian  Country  may  be  fixed,  and  the  trade  carried  on  in  its 
former   channel    with    safety    <fc   advantage   as   heretofore. 

We  beg  leave  to  observe  that  it  is  also  of  importance  to  the  Trade 
that  the  Deputies,  as  representing  the  whole  Body  of  their  different 
nations   return   home   satisfied 

Wo   have   the   honor   to   be 

Sir,    With    much    regard 

Your   most   obedient   Servants 
(Signed)  Forsyth  Rich.vrdson  <t  Co 

in  behalf  of  ourselves  cV:  correspondents  at  Detroit. 
(Signed)  Todd  McGill  &  Co 

in  behalf  of  ourselves  &  correspondents  at  Detroit. 
►Sir  John  Jolumon,  Bart.  D. 

Indorsed:    D. 

In  Lord  DorchMterV  to  Lord  GrdDvillo  No.  102. 

[  Q  52,  p  272  ] 
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J.    KNOX,   SEC'Y   of   war,    TO    MAJ.    GEN.   RICHAED    BUTLER. 

War  Department  11th  August  1791. 
Sir, 

I   have   received   your   letter   of   the   fourth  instant. 

It  is  considered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  an 
unhappy  Omen  that  all  the  troops  for  the  Campaign  had  not 
■descended   at   the   time   you    wrote. 

No  retardment  of  the  essential  objects  of  the  Campaign  should 
be  permitted  under  the  idea  of  defensive  protection  of  the  Frontiers 
against  a  few  straggling  indians  the  Counties  are  sufficiently  strong 
for   that   purpose. 

If  you  should  therefore  be  still  at  Fort  Pitt  it  is  the  decided 
orders  of  the  [President  of  the  United  States  that  you  repair  to 
Head  Quarters  with  all  possible  dispatch  together  with  all  the  troops 
officers   and   stores   for   the   Campaign. 

It  has  been  constantly  intimated  that  Captain  Phelon  was  the  rear 
of  the  Troops  for  the  Campaign  and  that  no  dependence  would  be 
placed   on    those   who   would   arrive   after   him. 

If  J  there  should  be  any  deficiencies  the  Commanding  General  has 
ihe   authority    for   supplying   them. 

Captain  Newman  will  not  be  'at  Fort  Pitt  in  less  than  fifteen 
■days  from  the  present  time  and  Captain  Buell  is  not  less  than  one 
month  as  he  only  marches  from  New  Brunswick  this  day.  Colonel 
Gibson  therefore  cannot  have  any  object  at  Fort  Pitt  and  he  must 
instantly   repair   to   Head    Quarters. 

Any  levies  raised  by  Captain  Falkner  or  any  other  person  after 
ihe  present  moment  will  not  be  of  any  service  and  are  therefore  to 
be  suspended. 

I  send  a  commission  for  Doctor  Browne,  Three  blank  commissions 
shall   be   prepared   and   forwarded   by    the   next   post. 

The    same    sort    of    defensive    protection    is    to    be    permitted'  for 

Marietta    and    Gallipolis    in    proportion    to    their  numbers   as   to   the 

other   exposed   places. 

I   am    Sir   &ca 

(Signed)  J.  Knox. 

Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

Indorsed:    No.  27. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  187  j 
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J.    KNOX,   SEC'Y   of   war,   TO   MAJOR   GENERAL   ARTHUR   ST.   CLAIR. 

War  Department  11th  August  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  duplicate  of  my  last  letter  to  you 
of  the  4th  Instant,  and  a  copy  of  mine  to  Major  General  Butler 
of   the   same   date,  and   of   the   one   to   him    of   this   date. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  exceedingly  anxious  that 
the  troops  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  Ohio  should  be  assembled 
at  Fort  Washington,  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible,  so  that  you 
may   commence   and   effect     your   operations   in   due   season. 

Nothing  occurs  as  necessary  or  proper  to  be  given  to  you  as 
additional  instructions.  You  are  fully  informed  of  the  objects  to 
be  accomplished,  the  means  furnished  you  for  that  purpose  and 
authority    to   supply    all   deficiencies. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  convinced  that  you  are 
deeply  impressed  with  the  natural  importance  of  the  force  intrusted 
to  your  direction,  and  that  you  will  use  it  in  such  seasonable  and 
decisive  manner,  as  shall  at  once  reflect  honor  on  yourself  and  army 
and   the   character   of   the   United    States. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Governor  Blount  and  General  Sorvres 
of  the  15th  of  July,  which  mentions  that  great  difficulties  had 
arisen,  in  raising  the  corps  in  the  ceded  territory  that  two  hundred 
had  marched  under  Major  Rhea,  and  were  then  probably  at  Fort 
Washington — that   the   remainder    will   be   forwarded    immediately. 

Governor   Blount   on    the   2d   of   July    concluded    a   treaty    with    the 
Cherokees — all   is   therefore   quiet   at   the   Southward,    excepting  a   few 
rascally  Indians,   probably    Creeks,   have  been  committing  some   depre- 
dations  on   the    Cumberland    Settlements. 
With    great   respect 

I   have  the   honor   to   be 
•  Sir 

Your   most   obedt   Servant 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 
Major  General  Arthur  St  Clair. 

indorsed:    No.  6. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  138  ] 


SPEECH  OP  LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  THE   INDIANS.  309 

SPEECH   OF   LORD    DORCHESTER   TO   THE   INDIANS. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors,  Deputed  by  the  Confederated  Indian 
Nations  of  the  Ottawas,  Chippeways,  Potowatamies,  Hurons,  Shawa- 
nese,   Delawares,    Twitwis,    and   the   Six  Nations. 

The  Speech  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  in  answer  to  their 
address   of   the   preceding   day.  , 

Brothers, 

When   I    heard   your  speech    yesterday    in    behalf   of   your  nations, 

I   told    you,    that   your  words    were   of    great]  moment,    that   I   should 

weigh    them,    and   give  you   my   answer   this  day. 

Brothers, 

I   am    now   ready. 

Brothers, 

You  mentioned  two  speeches  yesterday,  which  you  said  had  passed 
at  a  meeting  with  Mr  McKee  at  the  foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids, 
and   which    you    supposed   I   had   received. 

Brothers, 

These  speeches  have  not  yet  reached  me.  I  therefore  called  together 
some  of  your  chiefs  last  evening,  &  found  that  I  had  had  some 
information  of  their  general  purport  before,  by  a  letter^  from  Mr 
McKee,  in  which  he  mentions,  that  the  meeting  had  taken  place 
which  was  called  at  my  desire  for  the  purpose  of  informing  you 
that  I  should  be  glad  to  be  instrumental  in  restoring  peace  between 
you  and  the  United  States  if  it  should  be  in  my  power  and  that 
therefore  I  wished  to  know  the  terms,  upon  which  you  were  disposed 
to   make   peace ; 

Brothers, 

Although  in  general  I  know  your  minds  on  that  subject,  I  wish 
io  be  accurate  and  therefore  shall  order  your  meaning  -to  be  taken 
down  at  a  convenient  time,  ^  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  in  my 
representation  of  your  wishes  to  the  King  your  Father,  to  whom  I 
shall  give  an  exact  account  of  your  situation,  on  my  arrival  in 
England. 

Brothers, 

You  tell  me  that  when  you  were  assembled  at  the  foot  of  the 
Miamis  Rapids  to  treat  of  peace,  the  people  of  the  States  came  in 
arms  into  your  country,  intending  to  destroy  you;  that  they  heard 
you  were   strong  &  prepared,   and   then    they  turned   off   on   a  sudden 
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to   the  Wabash,    ransacked   your   unprotected   villages,    massacred    your 
old   men,    and   carried   off   your   women    &    children. 

Brothers, 

This  was  unfortunate,  and  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  it.  But  I 
cannot  tell,  whether  those  people  knew  that  you  were  then  assem- 
bled   to   deliberate   upon    the   means   of   peace. 

Brothbrs, 

You  have  told  me,  there  are  people  who  say,  that  the  King  your 
Father  when  he  made  peace  with  the  United  States,  gave  away 
your  lands  to  them. 

Brothers, 

I  cannot  think,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would 
hold    that    language;  it   must   come   from    ill-informed    individuals. 

Brothers, 

You    well    knowj  that   no   man   can   give   what   is   not   his   own. 

When  the  King  made  peace  and  gave  independance  to  the  United' 
States,  he  made  a  treaty  in  which  he  marked  out  a  line  between 
them  &  him ;  this  implies  no  more,  than  that  Beyond  this  line  he 
would   not   extend   his   interference — 

Brothers, 

The  posts  would  have  been  given  up  long  since,  according  to^ 
the  Treaty,  had  the  terms  of  it  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of 
the  states;  but  they  were  not:  The  King  therefore  remains  in  pos- 
session of  the  Posts,  and  will  continue  to  hold  them,  untill  all 
differences  between  him  and  the  States  shall  be  settled.  But  Brothers, 
fhis  line  which  the  King  then  marked  out  between  him  A:  the 
States,  even  supposing  the  Treaty  had  taken  effect,  could  never 
have   prejudiced   your   rights. 

Brothers, 

The  Kings  rights  with  respect  to  your  territory  were  against  the 
nations  of  Europe;  these  he  resigned  to  the  States.  But  the  King 
never  had  any  rights  against  you,  but  to  such  parts  of  the  country 
as  had  been  fairly  ceded  by  yourselves  with  your  own  free  consent, 
by  public  convention  and  sale.  How  then  can  it  be  said  that  he 
gave  away   your    Lands? 

So  careful  was  the  King  of  your  Interests,  so  fully  sensible  of 
your  rights,  that  ho  would  not  suffer  even  his  own  people  to  buy  your 
own  lands,  without  bt^ing  sure  of  your  free  consent,  and  of  ample 
justice   being  done  to   you.     lie   therefore   ordered   his   Suporintondant 
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General  Sir  Willm  Johnson,  the  father  of  your  friend  to  be 
present  at  all  treaties  between  you  and  his  colonial  government  to 
see  that  you  were  fairly  dealt  with.  Bargains  with  private  individ- 
uals  were   forbid,    and   considered    as   void. 

Brothees, 

When  the  King  your  father  discovered  that  notwithstanding  his 
care  there  had  been  encroachments  upon  your  lands  by  some  of  his 
people,  that  you  were  made  uneasy,  and  that  you  had  reason  to 
complain,    what   did   he   do? 

He  called  the  leading  people  of  those  Colonies,  between  whom  & 
you  the  differences  had  arisen,  together,  to  meet  your  nations  at 
Fort   Stanwix   to   settle   the   dispute,  and    to   fix   a   final   boundary. 

Now  Brothers  say  is  it  possible  that  so  good  a  father  could  ever 
mean  to  give  away  your  lands,  which  he  had  no  right  to  do,  cer- 
tainly  he   never   did   it,    nor   even   meant   it. 

Brothers, 

You  remind  me  of  your  friendship  and  attachment  to  the  King 
your  father. 

Brothers, 

The  King  has  not  forgot  your  friendship  he  never  forgets  his 
friends. 

Brothers, 

You  desire  the  King's  protection — You  desire  his  power  and  influ- 
ence may  be  exerted  to  procure  you  peace  and  to  secure  your  rights. 

Brothers, 

You  expect  my  assistance  and  that  you  will  be  relieved  in  your 
distress. 

Brothers, 

When  the  Western  people  of  the  states  had  made  an  inroad  into 
your  country  and  burnt  the  Shawanese  towns,  of  which  I  was  informed 
not  long  after  my  last  arrival  in  this  country,  I  made  known  your 
father's  sentiments  with  respect  to  you,  and  pointed  out  the  line  of 
conduct  to  be  observed  by  me  and  all  under  my  command  towards  you. 
Brothers, 

I  cannot  better  explain  myself  now  than  by  the  words  of  the  Letter 
I  wrote  at  that  time  to  Sir  John  Johnson  which  is  nearly  five 
years   ago. 

Letters  to  the  same  elffect  were  by  him  sent  to  the  oflBcers  of  his 
Department  &  by  me  to  the  Commandants  of  the  King's  posts  in  the 
Upper  Country. 
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The   letter   was   to   the   following   purport — 

"If  the  Indians  require  assistance  in  their  wars,  you  will  take 
proper  means  to  make  them  clearly  understand  that  this  country  is  a 
small  part  of  the  King's  Dominions,  that  with  us  in  Canada,  no  power 
is  lodged  to  begin  a  war,  nor  ought  we  to  have  such  a  power,  which 
might  involve  half  the  Globe,  with  all  the  Seas  in  blood  and  destruc- 
tion. That  at  present  the  King  is  at  peace  with  the  whole  world 
and  desires  so  to  remain,  besides,  according  to  our  manners  that 
peace  cannot  be  broken,  without  injury  &  wrong  received  and  redress 
refused;  but  tho"  we  have  no  power  to  begin  a  war,  the  Indians 
have  our  friendship  and  good  wishes,  and  if  we  could  be  useful 
in  procuring  them  a  solid  peace  with  the  thirteen  States,  our  best 
endeavours  should  be  employed  for  that  good  purpose." 
Brothers, 

These  sentiments  have  no  doubt  been  often    explained    to   you,    and 
if   they    had    not   you    must    have   perceived    them    from     our    conduct 
you    now    know    them    from    my    own    mouth. 
Brothers, 

You  see  it  is  not  in  our  power  here  to  begin  a  war,  if  wo  are 
attacked  then  we  must  defend  ourselves  and  may  return  hostilities. 
Brothers, 

You    see,    that    tho    we   have   no    power    to    begin    a    war,    you    have 
our   friendship   and    good    wishes,    &    if   we   can    be   useful    in    procur- 
ing  you    a   solid    peace    with    the    United     States   our   best   endeavours 
shall    be   employed    for   that   good    purpose. 
Brothers, 

You  see  that  the  King  has  not  forgot  you,  that  he  is  soUicitous 
for  your  comfort  and  that  he  has  ordered  his  servants  to  take  care 
of  you,  and  to  give  you  every  mark  of  his  bounty  and  friendship 
consistent   with    the   general   laws   of   the    European     nations. 

Brothers, 

In  a  few  days  I  propose  to  sail  for  England,  I  am  very  glad  I 
have   had   an    opportunity    to   see   you    before    my   departure. 

I    have   told    you     before   that   I    shall    fully    represent    your  wishes 
to  tho   King  your  Father. 
Brothers, 

I  leave  the  command  of  this  country  in  tho  hands  of  Major  General 
C'larke  who  will  take  the  same  care  of  you,  that  I  have  done.  For 
that  is  the  will  of  the  King  our  Master.     His  benevolence  and  friend- 
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ship  for  you  are  always  the  same  and  whoever  is  the  instrument  of 
the  King's  power  in  this  Country,  will  always  fulfil  his  intentions. 
Brothers, 

Here    is    Prince    Edward    son    of    our    King    who    is   just   arrived, 
with    a    chosen    band    of   his    warriors,   to   protect  this   country  I  leave 
tim    second   in   command   of   all    the   King's    warriors   in    Canada,    and 
he   will   also    take   care  of   you. 
Brothers, 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  when  I  am  in  England,  to  hear 
that  peace  is  reestablished  in  your  country  upon  a  just  and  solid 
foundation  and  that  you  live  in  comfort  and  security  with  your 
families,  sowing  your  fields  and  following  your  hunts,  to  our  mutual 
advantage. 
Brothers, 

I  recommend  it  to  you  not  to  lose  sight  of  this  desirable  object. 
Brothers, 

Could  I  be  instrumental  in  bringing  this  good  work  about,  my 
pleasure   would    be   still   greater. 

Brothers, 

I  wish  health,  wisdom,  and  happiness  to  you  and  all  your  nations, 
"whom  you  will  assure  of  the  friendship  of  the  King,  your  father, 
and  of  the  affection  of  his  servants  and  his  people,  in  general  as 
well   as   my    own    in   particular. 

Farewell   &   may   the   Supreme   Being   protect   you. 

Delivered   at   Quebec   the     fifteenth    day    of    August    one    thousand 

seven    hundred    and    ninety    one 

(Signed)  Dorchester. 

By  His  Excellencys  Command  D. 

(Signed)  Henry  Motz. 

Indorsed:    A. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  102. 

[  Q  52,  p  260  ] 
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Fort  Franklin  16th  August  1791. 
Sir, 

Having   found  that   Mr.   Mead    who  was   taken   from  this  place,   was 

taken     only    Twenty    Miles,    where   it   is   supposed    that    he    attack'd 

the  Indians  with  a  knife,    he   and  one  Captain  Bullet  was  found  dead 

together.     We   having   taken  a  Delaware  who   I   supposed   had  a  hand 

40 
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in  it,  I  stopped  to  examine  into  the  matter,  which  detained  me 
till  the  4th  instant,  tinding  nothing  could  be  proved  against  him, 
I  set  him  free,  and  started  for  the  Corn  Planter's  Town  at  11 
o'clock   A.    M. 

The  Indians  having  stolen  the  Horses  from  about  tlie  Garrison, 
I  was  obliged  to  go  by  water,  which  was  very  disagreeable  as  the 
water  was  very  low — all  the  Indians  on  the  Alleghany  followed  me 
to  a  man. 

I  arrived  at  the  Corn  Planter's  Town  the  9th  Inst,  made  known 
some  part  of  my  business  to  the  Corn  Planter. 

The  10th  the  Corn  Planter  takes  one  horse  and  gives  me  another, 
turns  out  his  warriors,  and  we  proceed  on  to  New  Arrows  Town, 
where  I  read  your  speech  to  them,  which  was  received  with  great 
satisfaction — I  then  made  a  speech  myself  which  they  likewise  received 
with  pleasure.  I  left  the  Council  House  to  themselves  for  a  while — 
There  was  about  Ten  Chiefs  and  about  one  hundred  Warriors  present. 
I  was  soon  sent  for  when  the  Corn  Planter  arose  and  said — 

"I  have  now  authority  from  these  Chiefs  to  tell  you  the  determina- 
"tion  of  the  Six  Nations." 

"Governor  St  Clair  the  great  warrior  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Western  Waters,  sent  us  a  Speech  by  Cyasots  at  the  time  that  Genl 
Harmor  marched  against  the  bad  Indians  he  then  told  us  that  the  bad 
Indians  still  continued  to  kill  his  women  &  children,  and  that  he 
was  going  to  whip  them,  that  he  was  not  going  to  hurt  the  Six 
Nations,  that  the  Six  Nations  must  set  down,  and  keep  their  minds 
easy,  and  keep  fast  hold  of  the  chain  of  friendship,  this  his  first 
speech  we  have  hearkened  to,  and  shall  till  the  day  of  our  death — 
You  seem  to  be  afraid,  you  seem  to  think  it  will  overset,  and  that 
we  shall  do  something  wrong,  but  that  cannot  be,  keep  your  mind 
easy,  immediately  when  our  express  arrives  you  shall  hear  all  the 
news,  we  are  well  acquainted  with  each  other,  I  beg  of  you  to  keep 
fast  hold  of  "the  chain  of  friendship  as  we  shall  also — If  the  bad 
"Indians  are  for  peace,  we  will  rise  up  and  assist  in  making  peace. 
"When  you  hear  we  are  gone  to  the  Council  keep  your  mind  easy,  we 
"shall  do  all  we  can  to  bring  about  a  peace,  we  feel  for  you  and  we 
"feel  for  the  Indians  that  are  against  you,  for  fear  of  the  bloody  con- 
"sequencoH.  We  hope  the  Governor  will  not  think  hard,  we  took  hold 
"of  his  first  speech  &  we  shall  continue  to  obey  his  first  orders, 
"which  was  to  set  down  &  keep  fast  hold  of  the  chain  of  friendship." 

I  find  that  the  speeches  of  the  Six  Nations  are  ruled  by  the  Butfa- 
loe    Creek    Indians,    and    they    are    ruled    by  the  British    for  the  Corn 
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Planter  &  several  others  has  convinced  me  that  they  are  willing  to  rise 
up  &  join  our  Army. 

The  Treaty  at  the  Painted  Post  does  not  seem  to  give  such 
general  satisfaction  to  the  Indians  on  the  Alleghany  river  as  I  could 
wish.  It  seems  by  their  story  that  they  did  not  receive  goods  in 
proportion  to  other  Indians,  in  consequence  of  their  having  received 
a  considerable  quantity  at  Philadelphia  last  winter — one-half  of  which 
was  plundered  from  them  by  the  Militia  when  assending  the  Alle- 
ghany   river. 

The  Corn  Planter  says — "The  Chief  of  the  goods  was  given  to 
the  Queogas,  Onondangoes  &  Onidas,  as  the  Senecas  was  going  to 
receive  money  from  Phelps  for  their  Lands.  I  do  not  blame  the 
great  men  for  this,  I  blame  Phelps  intirely  for  telling  that  I  had 
a  great  quantity  of  goods  for  the  Indians  on  the  Alleghany  Waters 
— true,  I  had  goods,  and  meant  to  have  divided  them,  but  the 
Militia  stole  a  great  part  of  them,  and  took  all  my  canoes  when 
on  my  way  up  the  river — they  likewise  stole  the  Deed  for  my 
Lands  at  the  Muskingum,  and  several  papers  of  great  value." 
"For  217  Indians  we  received  only  17  dollars  from  Phelps — I  am 
told  that  Phelps  declared  in  public  that  he  paid  me  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  Philadelphia  last  winter,  and  that  I  had  not  divided  it,  I 
declare  that  Phelps  is  a  Liar,  for  I  never  received  one  copper  from 
him." 

Such  stories  make  the  Corn  Planter  very  unpopular,  and  is  a  great 
damage  to  the  United  States,   as  he  is  an  undoubted  friend. 

What  Brandts  business  was  to  the  west,  I  cannot  find  out,  there  is 
a  large  number  of  the  Western  Chiefs  come  with  him  and  are  gone 
with  him  to  Montreal,  to  hold  a  Council  with  the  British,  where  I 
understand  the  Onidas  are  invited — whether  those  Western  Chiefs  are 
for  peace  or  war  I  cannot  find  out,  the  Corn  Planter  thinks  they 
are  for  peace — when  they  return  to  Buffaloe  Creek,  the  Corn  Planter 
intends  to  wait  on  them — ^as  soon  as  he  returns,  he  says  he  will  let 
me  know  of  everything — he  has  sent  an  express  to  try  to  find  out 
what  he  can,  and  when  he  returns  he  will  let  me  know  what  news; 
what  I  can  find  out  you  shall  know  soon  after. 

I  recommended  it  very  strongly  to  the  Indians  to  hearken  to  the- 
Governor's  last  speech,  but  it  seems  it  has  been  determined  at  Buffa- 
loe Creek  not  to  join  our  army — yet  I  think  that  some  will  come, 
for   the   Corn   Planter   told   me   that   I  might   look   out   for   him. 

The  Corn  Planter  tells  me  that  there  is  no  reinforcement  come 
to   Niagara,    and   that   there   has    been   no    late    repairs   at    the    Fort^ 
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only  where  the  Lightening  struck  it,  they  have  built  it  up  as  it 
was   before. 

Stiff  Knee  tells  me  that  Butler  the  British  Indian  Agent,  told 
the  bad  Indians  that  he  wished  they  would  make  peace;  but  if 
they  were  determined  for  war  &:  were  like  to  be  beat,  that  he 
had    1000   Militia   that   he     was   ready   to   help   them    with. 

I  am  informed  that  1,600  chosen  Warriors  were  assembled,  and 
ready  for  war,  800  at  Detroit,  and  800  at  the  Miami  Towns,  that 
in  consequence  of  a  Message  from  Fort  Washington  (or  some  other 
place,  which  I  cannot  get  Interpreted)  they  had  dispersed  and 
that   they    had    to   assemble    next    moon. 

I  should  have  proceeded  on  to  Buffaloe  Creek,  but  I  found  the 
Western  Chiefs  were  gone  to  Montreal,  and  my  time  was  so  short 
that  I  would  not  go  any  farther  &  give  you  an  answer  by  the 
time   you   set. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  it  is  only  flinging  away  public  Money 
to  send  Commissioners  or  any  other  person  to  speak  to  the  Indiana 
at  Buffaloe  Creek  while  the  English  are  in  possession  of  Niagara. 
The  Indians  in  former  Councils  have  told  me  that  the  Americans 
pretend  to  own  Niagara,  I  tell  them  true  enough.  Well  say  they, 
why  dont  you  go  and  take  it?  I  tell  them  that  perhaps  they  will 
give  it  up  by  and  by — they  say  no,  they  never  will  give  it  up  and 
you  are  afraid  to  go  and  take  it — if  you  were  men  you  would  go  and 
take  it — and  then  the  black  Rascals  will  walk  about  with  all  the 
pomposity  in  the  world.  I  had  rather  wade  up  to  my  ancles  in  blood 
than  be  so   insulted. 

You  may  depend  on  the  friendship  of  the  Corn  Planter's  people, 
who  are  about  three  hundred  in  number,  but  the  Butfaloe  Creek 
Indians   are    to    be  doubted. 

I  consider  it  absolutely  necessary  for  this  garrison  to  be  re-in- 
forced  with  Ten  Men.  I  have  440  feet  exterior  sides  to  defend 
with  30  men,  whereas  according  to  the  principles  of  defence  100  is 
little   enough. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  in  your  last  letter  to  Mr.  Bond,  that  you 
propose  relieving  him,  for  the  regularity  and  dignity  with  which 
he  conducted  himself  in  my  absence,  convinces  me  that  should  we 
be   engaged,    and    T    fall,    he   is   every    way    calculated    to   command. 

I  'have  this  day  sent  otf  Stiff  Knee  after  two  Indians  who  belong 
t(j  JiufTaloo  Crook,  that  have  stolen  two  Horses  from  the  Alleghany 
Country — he  is  to  bring  the  Horses  &    Indiana   if   possible,   and  I  am 
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determined  to  give    the   Indians  a  severe  flogging,    for  I  have  tried   & 
found  that  a  very  good  medicine  for  them. 

Before  you  go  down  the  river,  I  wish  you  would  give  me  authority 
to  Inlist  these  six  months  men  for  three  years  for  fear  I  shall  be  left 
again  without  men. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  order  the  Contractors  to  forward 
on  a  large  supply  of  meat  for  the  use  of  this  Garrison  without 
loss  of  time,  as  we  have  only  about  a  lOOwt  on  hand — the  corporal 
&  the  three  Indians,  with  an  addition  of  ten  soldiers,  will  be  a 
proper  escort  for  a  drove  of  cattle,  and  as  the  bad  Indians  are 
about   a   less  number   will   not   do. 

I  would  not  wish  you  to  give  these  Indians  anything,  as  I  have 
agreed  to  pay  them,  and  if  you  give  them  ever  so  much  I  shall 
yet   have  to   pay    them. 

God  bless  &  prosper  your  plans,  and  protect  your  person  through 
the    Campaign. 

I   have   the  honor  to  be 
Dear   General 

with    sentiments  of  the 
highest   esteem 

Your   most   obedient   & 
very    humble   Servant 

(Signed)  J.  Jeffers 

Lieut  1st  U.  S.  Kegt  Commanding. 

The  Honble  Major  General 

Richard  Butler. 

Endorsed:    No.  37. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  204  ] 
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Quebec  17th  August  1791. 
My  Lord, 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  an  address  of  Deputies  of  the 
confederated  Western  Nations,  who  arrived  here  a  few  days  ago, 
together  with  a  copy  of  theii  declaration  of  the  terms  upon  which 
they    are   disposed   to   make    peace   with  the     United   States, 

Copies  of  a  minute  of  a  private  conference  with  some  of  the 
chiefs,    of   a  letter     from    some   of  the   merchants   at    Montreal   to   Sir 
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John  Johnson  on  the  present  condition  of  the  Indian  Trade,  south 
of  Detroit,  and  of  a  letter  from  Detroit  on  Indian  Affairs,  are  like- 
wise inclosed. 

I  am  with     much  respect  &  esteem 
Your  Lordship's 

Most  obedient  and 

Most  humble  servant 

Dorchester. 
The  Right  Hon  Lord  Granville. 

Eodoraed:    Quebec  17th  Angnst  1791. 

Lord  Dorcheeter  No.  102.    (Five  Enclosares.) 

[  Q  52,  p  259  ] 


CONFERENCE   WITH   INDIANS   AT   QUEBEC   RELATIVE    TO   WESTERN   INDIANS. 

At   a    meeting   by    desire    of   His    Excellency    Lord     Dorchester    at 
Quebec     the    17th    day    of    August   1791. 
Present 

Major   General   Clarke   Lieut   Governor   of   the   Province   of   Quebec 

Sir  John  Johnson  Bart.  Superintendant  General  and  Inspector 
General   of   Indian    Affairs,    and 

Joseph  Brant  with  twelve  chiefs  &  Warriors  of  the  Ottawas, 
Huron,  Delaware,  Mohawk,  Cayahugas,  Tuscaroras,  and  Seneca 
Nations,  deputies  of  the  confederated  Western  Indians. 

Major  General  Clarke  informed  the  Deputies  that  they  had  been 
called  together  at  the  desire  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester, 
that  they  might  fully  explain  the  terms  upon  which  their  constitu- 
ents, the  confederated  Western  Nations  were  disposed  to  make  peace 
with    the   United    States. 

Joseph  Brant  in  behalf  of  the  Deputies  declared  that  their  nations 
were  disposed  to  make  peace  with  the  United  States  upon  the  basis  of 
the  following  boundary  being  e.stablishod  and  inviolably  observed  between 
them,  that  is  to  say,  a  line  running  up  from  the  coniluence  of  the 
Cherokee  River,  with  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum 
thence  to  the  portage,  which  crosses  to  Cayahaga,  from  thence  in  a 
direct  line  across  the  country  to  Venango,  where  it  joins  the  line 
agreed  upon  in  1708  from  thence  along  the  said  line  till  it  strikes  the 
Line  of  purchase    made  by  Pensylvania  in  the  year  1784. 
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The  line  was  marked  upon  the  map  and  examined  by  all  the 
deputies  present,  who  declared  that  the  several  nations,  their  con- 
stituents had  determined  to  abide  by  that  line,  and  that  this  was  their 
final  resolution. 

(Signed)  Alured  Clarke,  Major  Genl. 

John  Johnson 
Joseph  Brant. 

Eadorsed:    B. 

la  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Greaville  No.  102. 


At   a  meeting     with  the  Indian  Deputies  at  the    Castle  of   St  Lewis 
on  Sunday  Evening   the  14th  August  1791, 
Present 

The  Eight  Honble  Guy  Lord  Dorchester 

Lieutenant  Governor  Clarke 

Sir  John  Johnson  Bart  S.    I.   G.   &  I  .G.   of  Indian  Affairs 

Henry    Motz  Esqr. 

Joseph    Chew   S.   I.  A. 

Captain   Brant   and 

Six   Chiefs   of  different   Nations. 

When  Captain  Brant  in  behalf  of  the  Confederacy  addressed  His 
Lordship   as   follows. 

Father, 

We  wish  now  to  mention  some  particular  matters  concerning  the 
situation  of  our  Indian  Confederacy  which  we  believed  it  not  proper 
to  say    at   the   public   meeting   held    this   day. 

The  hostile  intentions  of  the  Americans  and  their  attempt  to  get 
possession  of  our  country,  obliges  us  to  request  assistance  from  our 
fathers  the  English,  to  whom  we  have  always  been  true  and  faith- 
ful friends,  and  request  that  a  Fort  may  be  built  at  the  Miamis 
Kapids  for  the  protection  of  that  Country,  Detroit,  and  the  Country 
about   it,    to   which    it   is   the   Key. 

Father, 

We  also  pray  that  provisions  may  be  ordered  for  the  Great  Council 
we  are  to  have  at  the  Miamis  Rapids,  early  in  September  to  con- 
sider on  our  present  situation,  and  how  it  may  be  proper  for  us 
to  act,  where  there  will  be  at  least  2,000  men  and  probably  many 
more  who   must  remain   there  some   time  to   see  if   the  Americans  are 
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for  Peace  or  mean  to  get  possession  of  the  Country,  as  we  mentioned 
at  the  public  meeting  this  day  that  we  had  pointed  out  a  Boundary 
Line  which  we  mean  to  abide  by,  if  that  does  not  satisfy  them  it  will 
be  a  convincing  proof  nothing  less  than  the  possession  of  our  whole 
country  will,   which  we  will  not  be  able  to  defend  unless   assisted. 

Father, 

In  the  late  war  when  the  Americans  entered  into  a  Rebellion 
against  the  King  and  the  British  Government  you  spoke  openly  to 
us  and  called  for  our  assistance,  which  we  gave  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power. 

We  hope  in  our  present  situation  you  will  not  think  hard  of  us  for 
speaking  freely  and  openly  with  you,  and  asking  for  yours,  it  is  a 
grievous  thing  to  us  that  the  Americans  always  insist  that  our  Country 
was  given  to  them  by  the  King,  and  making  that  a  pretence  for  taking 
possession  of  it,  and  fixing  such  lines  as  they  think  proper.  We  pray 
you  father  in  our  alarming  situation  to  let  us  know  how  this  is;  also 
that  you  will  freely  tell  us  in  case  of  another  attack  which  we  have 
great  reason  to  expect  shortly,  how  far  we  can  be  assisted  that  we 
may  know  what  to  depend  upon. 

My  Lord, 

We  now  inform  you  of  a  matter  that  principally  concerns  the  Five 
Nations  many  of  whom  wished  to  remove  from  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Americans  &  settle  on  the  Grand  River,  at  that  time 
it  was  thought  best  that  they  should  remain  where  they  were,  the 
Americans  are  now  daily  gaining  them  over  to  their  Interest  and 
lately  drew  off  several  families  of  the  Tuscaroras,  this  is  very  preju- 
dicial to  the  Indians,  as  it  divides  and  separates  them,  and  will 
most  assuredly  be  very  detrimental  to  the  British  Interest,  which 
will  soon  appear.  We  therefore  think  none  should  be  discouraged 
who   incline   to   come   &   settle   on    that    River. 

My  Lord, 

We  have  expected  that  a  new  deed  should  be  given  to  us  for 
the  Lands  on  the  Grand  river  and  have  been  informed  that  your 
Lordship  is  so  good  as  to  desire  us  to  point  out  in  what  manner 
we  wish  to  have  the  Deed  drawn.  It  is  our  Request  it  may  be 
agreeable  to  General  Haldimand's  first  promise,  and  to  have  such  a 
patent  as  the  King  gives  for  other  lands  with  a  Clause  that  it 
is  never  to  be  sold,  but  to  remain  the  sole  &  intire  property  of 
the     Indians    forever. 
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My  Lord, 

We  have  oraited  a  matter  that  nearly  concerns  some  of  our  Breth- 
ren   the  Oughquagas   who   memprialed    Your  Lordship   some  time  ago. 

Those  faithful  people  always  true  to  the  King  and  the  English 
lost  their  Lands  &  Farms  &  never  have  had  the  smallest  Recom- 
pence;  We  most  sincerely  feel  for  them  and  humbly  pray  your  Lord- 
ship if  possible  to  grant  them  some  relief  by  directing  our  Superin- 
tendant  General  to  give  it  to  them  from  His  Majesty's  Indian  Store, 
or  in  any  way  that  your  Lordship  may  see  fit,  it  being  very  hard  for 
them  to  lose  all  they  had  for  their  attachment  to  the  British  Cause. 
They  are  still  true  to  the   King  and  are  settled  on  the   Grand    River. 

D. 

Endorsed:    C. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Lord  Grenville  No.  102. 

[  Q  52,  p  267  ] 


J.    KNOX,    SEC'y   of    war,    TO   MAJ.    GEN.    RICHARD    BUTLER. 

War  Department  18th  August  1791. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  eleventh  instant  and  which  has 
been  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  I  enclose  a 
duplicate   of   mine    to    you    of   the    same    date. 

You  will  receive  herewith  the  Commissions  for  Major  Clarke's 
Battalion  according  to  the  list  you  sent  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
copy  and  also  the  Blank  Commisions  for  the  additional  company 
which    it   is   presumed   has   gone   down    the    Ohio    with    you. 

As  you  will  probably  receive  this  at  Head  Quarters,  I  shall  not 
have   anything    to   add    to    my    former   communications. 

The  information  you  transmitted  in  your  last  of  the  harmony 
among  the  Troops  is  highly  pleasing  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will 
pervade  all  the  Army.  I  most  sincerely  hope  that  the  Campaign 
will  be  conducted  with  the  highest  vigor  and  success,  so  as  to 
cover  all  concerned  from  the  General  down  to  the  private  with 
glory    and    satisfaction. 

I   have   the  honor,    &c 

(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Major  General  Butler.  Secy  of  War. 

Endorsed :    No.  28. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  189  ] 
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J.    KNOX,   SEC'Y    of    war,    TO    MAJOR    GENERAL   ARTHUR   ST.    CLAIR. 

Sir,  War  Department  18th  August  1791. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  duplicate  of  mine  to  you  of  the 
11th  instant,  and  also  a  duplicate  of  mine  to  Major  General  Butler 
of  that  date  and  of  this  day. 

I  presume  Captain  Newman  will  not  arrive  at  Fort  Pitt  until  the 
25th  instant,  and  Captain  Buel  about  the  10th  of  Sept.  No  other 
troops  are  on  their  march,  excepting  a  party  of  about  thirty  from 
New  Hampshire,  who  have  not  yet  arrived  at  Brunswick.  Buel's 
detachment  consists  of  about  ninety  two  regulars. 

All  the  stores  which  have  been  written  for  have  been  forwarded, 
either  from  Fort  Pitt  or  this  place,  excepting  the  5|  inch  shells, 
which  cannot  be  obtained  in  season  for  the  campaign.  As  the  most 
expeditious  mode  I  have  «ent  for  some  to  Westpoiut  and  expect  them 
here  hourly.  When  they  arrive  they  shall  be  forwarded.  Some  reports 
have  been  recently  raised  in  this  city,  as  to  the  powder  furnished  Mr 
Hodgdon  by  Mr  Joseph  Miller  was  not  of  good  quality,  especially  that 
made  by  his  foreman  Jacob  Keyser.  I  have  had  some  powder  of 
Jacob  Keyser's  make  proved,  by  taking  one  inch  of  each  sort,  to  wit, 
Cannon,  Musquet  and  Rifle,  and  projecting  a  241b  Ball  out  of  a  5^ 
inch  mortar,  elevated  at  45  placing  the  powder  in  the  chamber  of 
the  mortar  loose  and  putting  a  piece  of  paper  over  the  mouth  of 
the  chamber.  The  powder  to  be  well  dried  in  the  sun.  This  is  the 
surest  possible  mode  of  proving  powder,  and  the  powder  so  proved 
had  been  remanufactured  from  damaged  public  powder,  and  was  found 
upon  trial  to  be  equal  to  the  best  proof  powder  It  is  considered 
that  if  one  ounce  will  under  the  above  circumstances  project  a  241b 
ball  30  yards  that  it  is  sufficiently  strong,  most  of  the  powder  which 
was  tried    as     above   projected    the    ball   at  an  average   40  yards. 

Mr.  Miller  has  made  an  affirmation  that  the  powder  furnished  the 
public  was  made  of  refined  salt  petre,  and  was  at  least  equal,  if 
not     superior   to]  that    which    has   been  proved    here. 

I  mention  this  circumstance  to  you,  lest  the  report  may  have 
reached  you,  by  some  other  channel.  You  will  of  course  direct  the 
powder  to  be  proved  in  the  manner  stated,  by  Major  Ferguson.  I 
have   no   doubt    that   you    will    find    it   fully    proof. 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  this  is  a  sort  of  suspicion,  which 
must  bo  kept  carefully  from  the  troops,  for  unless  they  rely  with 
confidence  on  the  goodness  of  their  powder,  no  dependence  can  be 
placed    on    their   exertions. 
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The  report  here  I  am  pretty  confident  originated  in  a  jealousy 
of  some  dealers   in   the   same   article. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  have  received  your  whole  force, 
and  have  commenced  your  operations  by  the  time  you  receive  this 
letter,  which  I  consider  as  the  last  you  will  receive  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington. 

I  cannot  easily  express  to  you  the  anxiety  of  the  President  of 
•the  United  States,  that  the  Campaign  should  be  entirely  successful 
and  issue  in  a  just  and  honorable  peace  with  all  the  tribes.  He  is 
persuaded  that  you  will  brace  to  exertion  every  nerve  under  your 
command,  and  that  you  will  establish  a  sure  mode  of  communica- 
tion with  this  office,  while  you  are  on  the  expedition 
With   great   respect. 

I   have   the   honor  to     be 

Sir  Your   most  obedient 

hum    Servant 
(Signed)  J.  Knox 

Major  General  Arthur  St.  Clair.  Secy  of  War. 

Endorsed:    No.  7. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  140  ] 


J.    KNOX,   SEC'Y   of   war,   TO   MAJ.    GEN.   EICHARD   BUTLEE. 

Sir,  War  Department  August  25th  1791. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  inst,  which  has  been  sub- 
mitted  to   the   President   of   the   United    States. 

I  am  commanded  by  him  to  inform  you  that  he  is  by  no  means 
satisfied  with  the  long  detention  of  the  troops  on  the  upper  part 
of   the    Ohio   which    he   considers   as    unnecessary    and    improper. 

And  that  it  is  his  opinion  unless  the  highest  exertions  be  made  by 

all    parts   of    the  Army    to    repair   the   loss   of    the    season    that    the 

expences  which-  have   been    made   for  the  campaign  will  be   altogether 

lost   and   that   the   measures   from    which  so  much   has   been   expected 

will   issue   in  disgrace. 

I   have  &ca 

(Signed)  J.  Knox. 

Major  General  Butler. 

-Endorsed:    No.  29. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  190  ] 
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LT.    GOV.   J.   G.    SIMCOE   TO   HENRY   DUNDA8. 
Observations  on  the  Posts  on  the  Lake. 

I  have  heretofore,  in  a  memoir  to  Lord  Grenville,  assimilated 
them  to  what  Calais  formerly  was  to  Great  Britain.  In  time  peace 
the  Emporium  of  our  staple  Commerce,  in  time  of  war,  outlets  into 
the  Enemy's  Country.  Offensive  operations;  or  if  we  were  obliged 
to  a  dangerous  defensive  (always  injurious  to  a  Commercial  nation), 
such  posts,  contracted  around  them  the  circle  of  war,  and  gave  due 
preparation  of  the  further  attempts  of  an  Invader.  In  regard  to 
their  Military  utility,  they  are  to  be  considered  relatively  to  the 
Indians  &  the  Americans.  The  Indian  is  the  formidable  Enemy 
in  our  present  juncture  of  afifairs — because,  he  has  nothing  to  lose 
&  is  full  of  Martial  Science  &  Spirit  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the 
Country — dc  because  from  being  as  he  is  at  present  our  friend,  his 
enmity  would  proportionately  be  lasting,  as  it  must  arise  from  his 
ahsoluir  belief  of   our   weakness. 

It  has  been  truly  observed  that  the  giving  up  of  the  Posts  will 
have  this  tendency.  Detroit  is  somewhat  sacred  in  the  estimation 
of  the  Indians,  &  in  a  meeting  with  the  Americans,  they  term  it 
the  ancient  Council  Fires   of  their  Fathers. 

All  people  who  know  the  Indians,  concur  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  neutrality  in  their  Ideas;  They  must  have  war  some- 
where, &  their  present  union,  will  probably  prevent  them  from  quar- 
relling amongst  them  selves,  &  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
Rivalry  in  commerce,  will  animate  the  Americans  to  whet  them  on 
to   attack    the   British    Subjects. 

In  regatd  to  the  Americans,  The  first  step  they  will  take,  if  the 
forts  be  given  up  to  them,  will  be  to  establish  a  great  depot  of 
Arms  &  Commercial  Goods  at  this  Post  &  they  will  have  the  means, 
&  their  Policy  will  grasp  at  it,  of  filling  the  Lakes  with  Commercial 
Vessels  to  the  immediate  destruction  of  all  our  fur  trade  to  the 
South  of    Lake    Erie. 

The  objects  of  the  American  States  appear  to  be  Twofold,  The 
Southern  to  admit  a  commercial  Intercourse  with  Great  Britain. 
The   Northern    to    preserve   to   itself    the   carrying   Trade. 

The  Southern  are  governed  by  men  who  hair  Great  Britain,  nor 
would  they  acquiesce  in  any  measure  that  might  api^ear  to  neglect 
their  United  Interests  with  the  Northern  States,  had  they  not  a 
great   object   in    view   <te   this   object,     is   to   unite   their   partial   States- 
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{the  Southern  ones)  in  every  possible  Link,  with  the  states  now 
iorming  beyond  the  Apalachian  Mountains  &  when  they  shall  be 
united,  They  then  will  conceive  themselves  to  be  able  to  crush  with 
the  utmost  facility,  that  power  alone,  which  disconnects  their  several 
Governments,  &  which  if  preserved  separate  from  them,  must  ulti- 
mately reduce  to  the  proper  size  &  state  which  nature  intended 
them.  This  aggregation  of  Republicks,  I  mean  the  British  Colonies 
of  Canada.  The  Commercial  Idea  of  the  Southern  States,  is  that 
the  bulky  commodities  which  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Mississippi 
&  on  the  Banks  of  those  Rivers  which  flow  into  it  shall  raise,  will 
pass  down  the  Mississippi  into  the  Ocean ;  but,  that  such  manu- 
iactured  European  Commodities  as  may  be  bartered  for  them  shall 
pass  up  the  Delaware  &  Chesapeake  &  from  thence  be  transported 
over  the  Apalachian  Mountains  to  the  Streams  which  communicate 
with  the  Ohio  &  Mississippi — such  is  the  Reasoning  of  the  Leaders 
of  the   Southern    States. 

On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  It  is  reasonable  to  hope,  &  I 
trust  will  be  experienced,  that  she  can  transport  her  Manufactures 
io  Detroit  &  its  Vicinity  &  afford  them  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
the  American  Merchant  can  at  Baltimore — On  the  other  hand  if 
Detroit  be  surrendered  the  most  favorable  commercial  Intercourse 
will  be  formed  on  British  Goods  paying  at  that  Post  similar  duties 
io  what  are  paid  at  the  Sea  Coasts  &  Guarda  Costas  will  be  stationed 
in  the  Michigan  &c  to  prevent  That  Commercial  Intercourse  which 
the  Inhabitants  on  the  Mississippi  above  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio 
are  naturally  desirous  of  enjoying. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  principal  Body  of  People  of  Kentuckee 
are  the  Friends  of  Great  Britain.  They  and  the  other  Inhabitants  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  Country  should  the  Spanish  government  have 
given  them  the  free  use  of  the  Mississippi.  They  must  still  ask  the 
leave  of  the  Indians  before  they  can  enjoy  it  &  must  be  at  the 
mercy  of  that  capricious  people.  They  may  raise  several  commercial 
articles  of  great  consequence  which  will  be  at  the  portage  to  Lake 
Erie,  where  they  may  be  exchanged  for  British  Manufactures.  It 
is  therefore  in  this  light  of  future  Commercial  policy  that  the 
delivery  of   the   Posts  to  the   Americans  is  to  be  seriously  considered. 

In  regard  to  power;  Detroit  delivers  the  navigation  of  Lake  Erie, 
Huron  &  Superior  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans  by  the  natural 
effect  of  the  possession  of  its  commerce.  Oswego  &  Carleton  Island 
will  give  them  Lake  Ontario  &  the  naval    Force   on    these    Lakes  will 
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leave  our  Settlements  on  the   opposite    shores   subject    in  case  of    War 
to  serious  annoyance. 


Aug  26  1791. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Dundas. 


J.  G.    SiMCOE. 


Endorsed:    Angnst  26th  1791. 
Lt.Govr.  Simcoe,  ObBeryations  on  the  Poets  on  the  Lakes.    Copy  to  the  Dnke  of  Richmond  24  Octr.  1791 


[  Q  278,  p  314  ] 


J.    KNOX,   SEC'Y    of    war,    TO    MAJ.    GEN.    RICHARD    BUTLER. 

War  Department  1  September  1791. 
Sib, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  twenty -fifth  ultimo,  and  I  now 
enclose  you  a  duplicate  of  mine  of  the  same  date. 

As  Captain  Newman  marched  from  Bedford  on  the  twentieth  of 
August  it  is  a  little  surprising  that  he  had  not  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt 
the  time  your  letter  was  written  but  it  is  presumed  he  would  arrive 
before  your  departure  from  that  place. 

The  several  objects  of  your  letter  will  be  attended  to,  and  the  name 
of  your  nephew  will  be  placed  on  the  list,  and  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sates  with  the   other   candidates. 

It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped,  that  you  will  have  a  speedy  passage 
down  the  Ohio,  so  that  the  remaining  part  of  the  season  may  be 
embraced  for  eflFective  operations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  Knox 


Secretary  of  War. 


Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

EndorMi:    No.  30. 

L  (J  58-1,  p  191  J 
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MAJOR   JOHN   STAGG,   JR.,    TO    MAJ.    GEN.    RICHARD    BUTLER 

{Sir,  War  Department  September  9th  1791. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  war  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  August  and  I  now  trans- 
mit you  a  duplicate  of  his  letter  dated  the  1st  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 
(Signed)  John  Stagg,  Jnr., 

Chf  Clk. 
Major  General  Richard  Butler. 

Endorsed:    No.  33. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  194  ] 


commission  to  sir  john  .johnson. 
George  R. 

George  the   Third,    by   the   Grace   of    God,    King   of   Great 

[Seal]     Britain,  France   and   Ireland,    Defender   of   the   Faith  &c. 

To  our  Trusty  and  well  beloved  Sir  John  Johnson  Bart.     Greeting. 

We  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  Loyalty,  Fidelity  and 

Ability  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Super- 

intendant  General  and  Inspector  General  of  our  Faithful  Subjects  and 

Allies   the    Six    United   Nations    of    Indians    and    their    Confederates, 

and   of   their   affairs,    and   also    of    our    faithfull    Allies    the    Indians 

inhabiting   our   Provinces   of    Upper   and    Lower    Canada   in    America, 

and   the   frontiers   of   our   said    provinces    and    of    their    affairs;    and 

you    are   to   observe    and     follow   such     orders   and    directions    as    you 

shall   receive   from    our   Commander   in    Chief   of    Our    Forces   in    our 

said    Provinces    of   Upper   Canada   and    Lower   Canada,    or   in    case   of 

his   absence,    from    the   oflBcer    who    may    be   left   in    the   command    of 

the    said     Forces    for     the    time    being.      Given    at   our    Court   at   St 

James's   the    Sixteenth    day    of    September   1791.     In    the   Sixty    first 

year  of   our   Reign.  By    His   Majesty's   Command 

Henry  Dundas. 
Sir   John   Johnson,    Bart. 

Superintendant   General    &   Inspector    General 

of   Indian   affairs   in  Quebec   &c. 

Eadorsed:  Copy 
Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart,  Superintendant  General  &  Inspector  General  of  Indian  Affairs  in  Qoebec,  &c. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  No.  5,  of  10th  March  1792, 

[  Q  278,  p  95  ]  (  No.  2.  ) 
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DECLARATION    OF    JOHN    WADE,    DESERTER    FROM    THE    AMERICAN   ARMY. 

Copy, 

John  Wade  from  Clones  in  Ireland,  says  he  came  to  the  Prov- 
inces of  America,  before  the  Rebellion,  that  he  took  refuge  under 
the  King's  protection  during  war,  and  has  been  in  Nova  Scotia  ever 
since,  till  last  Fall  when  he  went  to  the  States,  in  order  to  recover 
some  property,  which  he  was  led  to  believe  he  might  get,  having  a 
power  of  attorney  for  that  purpose,   and  promise  of  assistance. 

That  from  the  measures  he  took  in  endeavouring  to  recover  the 
same,  and  private  animosities,  together  with  having  refused  to  take 
their  Oath  of  Allegiance,  he  was  reputed  to  be  a  disaffected  person, 
and  inimical  to  the  State;  He  was  therefore  put  into  Irons,  and  for- 
warded to  the  Ohio,  where  he  was  informed  he  should  have  his 
liberty  on  serving  with  the  expedition  then  marching  against  the 
Indians,  which  he  accepted  in  hopes  of  attaining  his  liberty  when 
opportunity  offered. 

That,  on  the  4th  of  October  last,  he  with  4  others,  deserted  the 
American  Army,  from  the  plains  of  the  Great  Miamis  25  Miles 
from  Fort  Washington;  Before  which  the  army  had  been  just  mus- 
tered, and  consisted  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  men,  of  which 
about  1,500  were  Continental  troops,  and  the  rest  levies  for  six  months. 
Their  Artillery  consisted  of  13  pieces  of  Cannon,  sixes  and  threes, 
and  2  Howitz  which  were  taken  with  Lord  Cornwallis — That  he 
believes  there  were  about  4(30  oxen  with  the  army,  and  about  200  Pack 
Horses  with  tlour,  that  he  understands  other  supplies,  were  to  follow 
— The  Ordnance  Stores  were  carried  on  Pack  Horses. 

That  they  built  a  Block  House  on  the  Great  Miami,  100  feet 
Square,  and  left  12  pieces  of  Iron  Ordnance  therein;  He  understands 
that  they  intended  to  build  another  at  Mad  Kiver,  one  between 
that  and  the  Miamis,  and  one  at  the  Miami  Towns  also  to  come 
within    (10    miles    of    Detroit,    and    there    erect    a   garrison. 

He  understands  that  succours  are  expected  from  Kentucky ;  that 
the  first  expedition,  however,  of  the  Militia  from  thence,  had  revolted 
at  Lexington,  because  on  joining  the  army  they  were  to  be  subject 
to  >rartial  Law;  they  required  also  high  pay,  and  permission  to 
plunder  without  distinction,  which  was  refused.  That  upon  this 
revolt  Governor  St  Clair  ordered  every  tenth  man  of  them  to  be 
drafted.  That  the  Road  which  the  army  made  last  Fall  is  2  Rods 
wide   tfc    very    passable. 
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That  they  are  now  enlisting  in  the  States  for  7  years,  giving  30 
dollars  Bounty.  That  he  himself  was  in  the  1st  Continental  Regi- 
ment,   and    was   to   receive    2   dollars   p   month     clear   of   every    thing. 

That   there   are   one   hundred   mounted    Dragoons    with    the   army. 

That  having  served  as  a  servant  to  Captain  Beaty,  he  has  often 
heard  General  Butler,  Major  Hamtramuck  and  his  master  converse 
together;  that  he  heard  the  General  say  the  posts  should  have  been 
given  up  last  year  and  that  Congress  were  determined  to  have  them, 
if  they  cost  every  man  in  'America.  That  to  protect  him  and  his 
companions  from  the  Indians,  he  carryed  a  flag  for  peace,  till  they 
were  at  length  taken  by  an  Indian  Chief,  who  permitted  him,  his 
liberty.  That  he  has  3  brothers  &  2  sisters  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
prays  to  be  permitted  and  assisted  in  returning  to  that  Province — 
when    he   received   a    Location    as   a    Loyalist. 

Detroit   27th    October  1791. 

(Signed)  John  Smith 


Endorsed: 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas  No.  13,  of  2d  Deer  1791. 


Major  5th  Regt. 


[  Q  58-1,  p  51  ] 


SIMON   GIRTY   TO   COL.    A.    MO  KEE. 

MiAMis  Delaware  Town  October  28th  1791. 
Sir, 

This  is  to  let  you  know  that  1,040  Indians  are  this  day  going 
from  here,  to  meet  General  Butler  and  his  army,  with  an  Inten- 
tion to  attack  him  on  his  march  to  this  place;  I  am  informed  that  he 
is  likewise  to  leave  his  last  Post  on  his  way  here  this  same  day,  and 
that  he  has  2,200  men  which  account  is  confirmed  by  the  report  of 
Deserters  and  Prisoners  that  are  daily  brought  in  who  also  say  that 
he  is  to  bring  with  him  five  pieces  of  cannon  and  two  Cohorns  for 
the  Post  he  intends  there.  He  has  320  Kentucky  Militia  with  him 
and  100  Light  Horse.  The  Militia  demanded  of  Governor  St  Clair  five 
shillings  per  day,  which  he  refused  to  allow  them,  this  is  the  reason 
so  few  of  them  have  turned  out,  having  also  insisted  upon  being  com- 
manded by  their  own  oflBcers  only.  The  deserters  say  that  bad  usage 
&  scarcity  of  provisions  obliged  them  daily  to  quit  the  Army.  The 
Indians  were  never  in  greater  Heart  to  meet  their  Enemy,  nor  more 
42 
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sure   of   success,    they    are   determined    to    drive    them     to    the     Ohio, 

and   starve   their   little    Posts    by    taking   all   their    Horses   and    Cattle. 

Their   principal   oflBcers   are   St   Clair,    Butler,    Gibson   and    Duncan 

all    of    whom    you    know    as    well    as    I.     This   is   all    I    have    to    let 

you    know    till    they    return 

And    am    Arc 

(Signed)  Simon  Girty. 

Colonel  Alexander  McKea. 

Endorsed: 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dondas,  of  2d  Deer  1791. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  4U  ) 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE    TO   SIR    .JOHN    JOHNSON. 

Foot  of  Miamis  Rapids  November  Ist  1791. 
Sir, 

I  arrived  at  this  place  some  time  ago  in  order  to  attend  the 
Council  proposed  to  be  held  by  the  Western  Indians,  on  the  return 
of  their  Deputies,  and  which  is  now  laid  aside  by  the  near  approach 
of  a  Force  to  the  Miamis  Towns,  the  different  nations  having  moved 
from  hence  that  way,  their  deputies  did  not  arrive  till  some  days 
after  their  departure  but  as  several  of  them  followed  no  doubt  His 
Lordship's  answer  to  th3m  has  been  communicated  before  this  time 
to  such    as   are   collected    together. 

Many  vague  &  uncertain  accounts  having  been  brought  here  by 
Indians  I  at  length  judged  it  expedient  to  dispatch  an  Interpreter 
that  way  as  well  to  observe  the  proceedings  of  the  Indians  as  to 
gain    Intelligence   of   the    movements   of   both  parties. 

In  the  evening  yesterday  received  from  him  a  letter  a  copy  of 
which  I  enclose,  as  it  contains  an  account  of  the  present  situation 
of  atfairs  between  the  American  army  &  the  Western  Indians  by 
which  it  appears  probable  that  a  few  days  will  determine  the  affairs  of 
one  or  the  other  for  this  season.  And  whatever  may  be  the  result  we 
shall  find  the  Indians  very  importunate  to  their  Father  for  supplies — 
particularly  the  article  of  Provisions,  which  is  already  scarce  amongst 
them,  owing  to  their  being  continually  ccjllected  together  to  watch 
their  villages. 

The  Wabash  Indians  who  were  those  Nations  that  suffered  during 
the    course    of    the    summer,   having    several    villages    surprised    and    a 
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number  of   women  &  children    carried    away    Prisoners,  are   now    gone 

we  understand    to   treat   with    the   Americans,    and   it   is   reported   that 

some   of   them    are   now     in    the    American     Army;   it   is    certain    that 

none    of   them    have   joined    the    Indians   who   make   the   opposition. 

Intending   to   wait    here   some   days   longer    for   the   event    of    those 

matters,    which    shall   be    transmitted  to   you    without   delay,    I    am    in 

the   meantime   with    the   greatest   respect   «;   sincerity 

Sir  Your   faithful   and 

very    obedient   servant 

(Signed)  A.  McKee. 

Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart. 

Endorsed: 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dnndas  No.  13,  of  2d  Deer.  1791. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  47  ] 


WM.    DAEKE   TO   MRS.    SARAH   DARKE. 

Camp  83  Miles  from  Fort  Washington  1st  Nov.  1791. 
My  Dear, 

After  a  fatiguing  passage  down  the  Ohio  we  arrived  safe  at 
Fort,  Washington  the  29th  of  August,  and  have  been  since  that 
time  crawling  through  the  Indian  Country,  for  an  excuse  for  our 
Idleness  if  it  might  be  called  so,  we  have  built  two  sorts  of  Forts, 
though  in  fact  we  have  been  very  busy  doing  nothing.  Oar  com- 
mander is  so  exceedingly  afflicted  with  the  Gout  that  all  the  men 
that  can  possibly  get  in  reach  of  him  are  scarcely  enough  to  help  him 
on  and  off  his  horse  and  indeed,  now  a  Litter  is  made  to  carry  him 
like  a  corps  between  two  horses. 

In  this  Rapid  manner  we  move  to  catch  the  Indians  83  miles  in 
better  than  two  months  I  expect  we  shall  soon  return  as  most  of 
the  Levies's  times  will  be  out  this  month  and  many  other  Reasons 
the  food  being  all  kill'd  with  the  Frost  long  since,  in  this  cold 
country  &  the  Horses  dying  every  day,  I  think  bad  management 
in  every  department,  150  militia  deserted  yesterday,  and  300  Regulars 
sent  with  six  days  provision  after  them  though  I  believe  not  with 
any  expectation  to  bring  them  back  but  to  prevent  them  from  get- 
ting any  provision.  Thus  we  are  deprived  one  fourth  of  the  army 
in  the  heart  of  the  Savage  dominions,  I  in  short  expect  by  the 
last   of   this   month    we    shall    begin    our    march    back    which   if   we 
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perform  as  slowly  as  we  seem  to  advance  will  take  us  till  March 
to  see  Fort  Washington  again,  but  I  imagine  it  will  not  be  the 
case  when  the  men's  times  are  out  they  will  be  free,  and  anxious 
to  return  and  instead  of  a  mile  &  a  quarter  a  day  will  march  25 
and  that  we  shall  be  at  Fort  Washington  in  one  week  from  the 
extent    of   our   scandalous   expedition. 

The  Indians  have  done  very  little  mischief  except  steal  Horses 
which  they  have  not  done  much  of  since  about  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember they  or  the  white  people  stole  near  a  hundred  in  a  few 
days,  the  grey  Horse  bought  of  Entler  was  stolen  the  27th  at  night 
I  think  by  white  Indians — Joseph  had  sent  him  to  Lieut.  McMath  to 
ride  about  24  miles  back  to  Fort  Washington  and  he  was  tied  with 
other  horses  within  80  yards  of  the  fort  <fc  fed  by  corn  blades  the 
strap  he  was  tied  with  was  cut  &  he  and  6  more  valuable  horses 
were  taken  off  they  were  followed  next  day  about  12  miles  into  the 
Indian  Country  and  seemed  to  have  been  rode  very  fast,  and  two 
Pack  Horses  they  had  stole  left  on  the  way  tied  with  Buffelow 
straps  with  the  woolen  tied  about  their  necks  in  running  nooses  that 
they  might  pull  back  and  hang  themselves,  but  they  were  so  tied  they 
had  not  spirit  enough  till  they  were  found,  this  it  appears  to  me  was 
done  to  make  it  appear  it  was  certainly  Indians,  something  it  was 
all  the  Kentucky  Militia  think  it  was  Indians  and  say  they  have 
often  plaid  such  tricks  and  the  other  two  horses  I  still  have  though 
very  poor  and  nothing  to  feed  them  but  what  they  pick  in  the  woods 
at  times  which  is  but  Little  as  the  food  is  all  kill'd  with  the  frost 
and  are  obliged    to   keep   them    tied    up   every   night. 

Joseph  is  somewhere  on  picket  guard  with  about  fifty  four  men 
but  will  be  in  this  evening  is  not  very  well  but  I  dare  say  will  in 
a  few  days  as  it  is  nothing  but  a  cold  that  all  the  Captains  in 
the  Battalion  have,  is  the  reason  he  was  sent  on  guard  as  he  came 
off   the    night    before    last. 

I  expect  by  the  third  of  December  we  shall  turn  our  faces 
towards  home  and  in  two  weeks  get  to  Kentuck  where  perhaps  we 
can  get  horses  to  proceed  home  as  I  am  convinced  if  those  we 
have  live  til  then  they  will  be  too  poor  to  undertake  such  a  journey 
if  we  have  good  luck  by  the  middle  of  January  we  shall  get  home — 
I  have  not  hoard  one  word  from  home  since  I  left  it  I  have  been 
much  concerned  about  the  feeding  the  men  at  the  falls  but  am 
afraid  there  is  not  many  of  them  I  expect  we  shall  march  to  mor- 
row  early   on    towards  the  Indian  Towns  where  we  I  believe  shall    not 
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find    an    Indian,    except   what   few   friend    Indians    may    be  with    us — 

hope  you  &  the  family  are  well  &     may  continue  so  and  am 

Your  loving  husband 

(Signed)  Wm.  Darke. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Darke. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  216  ] 


LETTER    FROM   WM.    DAKKE. 

Camp  83  Miles  from  Fort  Washington  1st  Novr.  1791. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  Rawleigh  Morgan  I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  inform  you 
of  our  Glorious  Campaign  wo  have  been  better  than  two  months 
marching  rapidly  into  the  Indian  Country  and  have  got  83  miles 
already  and  are  going  on  Rapidly  at  the  rate  of  one  mile  or  a  little 
better  a  day,  and  are  going  on  towards  the  Indian  Towns  I  hope  to 
see  you  soon  and  as  you  will  see  Lieut  Morgan  so  he  can  give  you 
any  information  you  want  and  there  are  assembled  about  me  about  a 
Dozen  officers  disputing  about  what  they  are  not  judges  of.  I  shall  I 
hope  see  you  soon  when  I  can  recount  over  the  exploits  we  have 
done  and  how  bravely  our  Generals  led  us  to  victory  and  how  we 
lifted  them  out  of  bed  with  the  gout. 

Endorsed:    No.  41. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  220  ] 


wm.  darke  to  col.  john  morow. 

Camp  83  Miles  from  Fort  Washington 
Dear  Colonel, 

I  embrace  the  opportunity  by  Lieut  Rawleigh  Morgan  to  let  you  see 
I  am  not  yet  dead,  though  not  well  pleased  with  the  expedition  we 
have  undertaken,  I  have  scarce  time  to  write  but  Mr  Morgan  can  give 
you  a  good  account  of  the  Rapidness  of  our  movements,  I  dont  expect 
we  shall  go  on  much  farther  as  chief  of  the  Levies  time  will  be 
out  in  a  few  weeks,  and  the  Militia  are  discharging  themselves 
by   fiftys,    our    General    is    all    but    helpless    with    the   Gout   and   stil 


334  ^  COLONIAL  OFFICE   RECORDS. 

takes  all  the  command  on  himself,  as  you  will  certainly  see  Mor- 
gan he  will  be  able  to  give  you  an  account  how  the  Virginia 
Battalion  was  favored  with  their  shear  of  fatigue  and  how  rapidly 
we  go  on — I  confess  I  know  not  what  has  impeded  our  march  or 
whether  we  were  to  do  anything  or  not  but  if  we  were  to  go  to 
the  Indian  Towns,  I  know  not  why  we  did  not  except  our  Grate 
and  Good  Governor  could  not  bare  the  thoughts  of  anybbdeys  going 
to  the  Towns  before  he  was  able  to  go  at  their  Head,  my  opinion 
is  we  ought  to  have  been  there  two  months  ago  or  near  it  and 
the  men  as  they  arrived  at  Fort  Washington  could  have  assorted 
out  the  [provisions.  Hower  I  could  Risque  my  reputation  life  and 
salvation  if  I  did  not  with  the  same  army  ariving  at  Pitsburg  and 
other  places  at  the  same  time,  be  if  I  had  the  command  of  them 
six  weeks  forwarder  than  we  are,  with  the  Expedition  I  think  2 
months   and    more. 

Dwer  the  Contractor  will  be  blamed  for  our  slow  movements, 
But  will  defend  himself  with  saying  why  did  not  you  go  on  while 
my  horses  could  live  on  the  green  herbage,  I  kept  my  horses  wait- 
ing for  asscorts  untill  they  were  merely  starved  to  death  waiting 
your  movements  this  he  can  say  with  some  propriety.  I  expect  we 
have  lost,  stole  by  the  Indians  dead  and  useless  upwards  of  300 
horses,  one  of  mine  is  gone  stole  I  can  scarce  se  what  I  write  and 
must  conclude  as  I  hope  to  have  the  plesure  of  seing  you  and 
your  family  in  Shepherds'  town  in  a  few  weeks  after  you  can 
receive  this,  in  the  mean  time  wish  you  helth  and  every  other 
blessing  this  world  can  atford  Sc  am 
Deal    Coll 

Your   obedient   hum.    Servt. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Darke. 

1  November  1791. 

Coio.  John  Morow. 

P.  S.  The  Indians  have  done  no  little  damage  have  killed  tive 
men  and  I  believe  taken  two  prisoners  one  of  the  name  of  major 
one  Fouler  Chandler  and  Mr  Cue  Chandler  the  did  not  scalp  as 
he   got   in    to   camp    before   he   died. 

Endorsed :    No.  42. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  221  ] 
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LT.    GOV.    ALURED   CLARKE    TO    HENRY    DUNDAS. 

[  No.  13.  ]  Quebec  2nd  December  1791. 

Sir, 

The   papers   of   which    the   inclosed    are   copies   contain    Information 

just    received    from    the    Upper   Country    relative   to   the   situation   of 

the   Americans   &    Indians,    by    which    it    appears    probable    that    ere 

this,    there   has   been    an    action    between    them. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be 

with   great   respect,   Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

and   most   faithful 

humble   Servant 

Alured  Clarke. 
The  Right  Honble  Henry  Dundas. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  45  ] 

Schedule    of    Papers    transmitted    to    the   Right   Honble   Henry    Dun- 
das  in   letter   No   13   of   the   2nd   December   1791, 

No  1.  Letter  from  Alexander  McKee  Esqr  Deputy  agent  of 
Indian  afPairs  dated  foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids  Novemr  1st  1791 
to     Sir   John    Johnson    inclosing — [Published    on   page  330] 

2.  Letter  from  Simon  Girty,  Interpreter,  to  Alexander  McKee 
Esqr  dated  Miamis  Delaware  Town  28th  October  1791.  [Published 
on    page   329] 

3.  Declaration  of  John  Wade,  Deserter  from  the  American  army. 
[Published  on  page  328] 

4.  Declaration  of  John  O'Neil  and  Maurice  Gears  deserters  from 
the  American  Army. 

Eadorsed:    Quebec  2d  Decemr,  1791. 

Lt.  Gov.  Clarke  No.  13.    R.  11  Feb.    Four  iaclosares. 

[Q58-1,  p46] 
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Sir,  Detroit  5th  December  1791. 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  11th  of  last  month 
from  the  foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids  whither  I  had  gone  again  in 
consequence  of  the  engagements  entered  into  at  the  Council  in  June 
last — that   letter    was    forwarded    by    the    commanding    officer    Major 
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Smith  by  an  express  to  Niagara  on  the  14th  of  November  and  con- 
veyed to  you  my  first  intelligence  of  a  decisive  engagement  having 
taken  place  between  the  Indians  and  the  American  army  on  the 
4th  of  November  in  which  the  latter  lost  all  their  artillery  Baggage, 
ammunition   itc   6:c   Arc   and    1200   men    killed. 

I  remained  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  until  I  received  a  more 
certain  and  authentic  account  thereof,  and  so  far  was  my  first 
information  from  being  exaggerated,  that  in  reality  it  falls  short 
of  the  American  loss,  which  now  appears  from  the  testimony  of 
many    *  Prisoners  who    have    been  delivered  up  to  me,  to  exceed  1,500. 

Several  large  Parcels  of  Letters  and  Papers  have  been  brought  in 
and  I  have  'J.he  honor  of  inclosing  copies  of  such  as  appear  official 
and  in  any  wise  Interesting  for  you  or  the  government  to  be  informed 
of. 

The  loss  of  the  Indians  is  indeed  very  trifling  and  scarcely  credible, 
the  number  of  killed  being  only  20  or  21,   and  of  wounded  40. 

The  bearer  Du  Quania,  was  in  the  engagement  and  behaved  with 
great  gallantry,  he  will  be  able  to  give  you  every  account  thereof 
you    may    wish    to   know. 

I  find  this]  party  consisting  of  10  men  with  Du  Quania  at  their 
head,  were  the  only  Six  Nation  Indians,  who  came  to  the  assist- 
ance of  their  friends,  and  are  now  sent  with  messages  to  the  differ- 
ent tribes  in  Lower  Canada  to  meet  at  the  foot  of  the  Miamis 
Rapids   early    in    the    Spring. 

The  astonishing  success  of  a  few  Indians,  not  more  than  1040, 
who  have  opposed  and  destroyed,  the  whole  American  force  will 
most  probably  cause  a  more  numerous  collection  of  Indians  at  that 
time   than    was    ever   before   known    in    this   part   of   the   Country. 

This  circumstance  will  naturally  lead  you  to  consider  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  forward  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible,  all  the 
supplies  for  the  year  as  well  as  the  extraordinaries,  which  will 
become  indispensibly  necessary  for  so  numerous  a  Body  of  Indians, 
and  more  particularly  as  the  Deputies  who  were  at  Quebec  have 
expressed,  that  Lord  Dorchester  promised  them  a  Supply  of  Provisions, 
when    the    nations    next    met    for   considering    on    their   ntlaiis. 

That  period  was  intended  in  September  last  but  tiieir  enemy 
b(«ing  in  the  Country  they  could  not  nHseinble.  The  Rciiuisition 
forwarded  to  you  the  24th  September  last  recapitulates  the  proportions 

*  The  officers  of  the  Indian  Department  have  in  eeveral  initanoaa  interfered  in  bohalf  of  Friaoners  and 
preTailed  on  the  Indiana  to  deliver  them  np,  after  which  they  have  been  aent  to  their  respective  homes. 
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of  the  diflPerent  articles  which  appear  to  me  necessary  and  proper 
for  the  year  1792,  and  I  hope  they  will  meet  your  approbation 
and   early   attention. 

It  must  now,  more  than  ever,  most  evidently  appear  that  whilst  we 
keep  the  Western  Indians  our  friends,  this  post  may  bid  defiance 
to  any  enemy,  from  any  land  expedition,  that  may  be  contemplated 
against  it;  and  I  am  persuaded  myself  that  the  Provisions  &  Supplies 
which  Government  have  allowed,  or  may  hereafter  allow  to  them, 
either  from  benevolence,  or  a  desire  to  cultivate  their  friendship, 
and  good  will,  exclusive  of  the  advantages  derived  from  their  trade, 
are   most   apparently    useful   and   advantageous   to    Great   Britain. 

The  Country  which  the  Americans  are  endeavouring  to  wrest  from 
the  Indians;  is  the  only  Part  in  which  they  could  subsist,  and  it 
would  seem  the*  greatest  injustice  to  deprive  the  natural  and  per- 
petual  possessors   thereof   of   their   only    means   of   existence. 

If  the  terms  of  peace  proposed  [by  the  Indians,  last  summer  had 
met  with  the  success  they  merited  we  should  not  now  have  occasion 
to  deplore  the  effusion  of  so  much  Blood,  and  I  most  sincerely 
wish,  that  the  Americans,  now  convinced  of  the  difficulty  of  sub- 
duing a  Brave  &  warlike  race  of  People,  may  listen  to  the  Voice 
of  Equity  and  Reason  and  establish  a  firm  &  lasting  Peace  on  the 
Principles   of   natural   Justice     &   Humanity 

I   have   the   honor   to   be   with 

Sir  Your   most   obedient 

and   faithful   humble  Servant 
(Signed)  A.  McKee. 


Sir  John  Johson,  Bart, 

&c  &c  &c  Montreal 


.1 


P.   S.     It   appears  that  one  Ouia  and  about  20  Chickasaws  attended 
the   American   army,    the   former   was   taken    by    the   Chippaways. 


Endorsed: 

In  Lt.  Gov.  Clarke's  No.  22,  of  11th  Febr  1792. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  223  ] 
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MEMORIAL   OF   MONTREAL    MERCHANTS   RESPECTING   TRADE. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Graves  Simcoe  Esquire  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor and  Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  the  Province  of  Upper 
Canada   &c.    &c. 

[  No.  1.  ] 

Sir, 

As  Your  Excellency  is  appointed  by  His  Majesty,  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  a  new  Province,  on  which  almost  the  whole  of  the  Indian 
Trade  of  this  Country  depends,  we  presume  upon  your  goodness  in 
not  deeming  it  an  intrusion  upon  your  other  avocations,  if  we 
endeavour  to  state  to  you  such  particulars  regarding  it,  as  we  con- 
ceive to  be  of  importance.  Deeply  interested  as  we  are  in  that 
trade,  above  two  thirds  of  which  passes  through  our  hands,  it  *  will 
not  be  supposed  that  we  would  intentionally  adduce  opinions  preju- 
dicial to  the  Interests  of  our  Mother  Country  or  this.  The  Com- 
mercial and  Political  Interests  are  so  blended  and  interwoven  as  to 
leave  almost  no  discrimination — What  afifects  the  one  necessarily 
affects  also  the  other,  and  no  event  could  give  so  fatal  a  stab  to 
the  growing  prosperity  and  importance  of  these  Provinces,  as  the 
surrender  of  the  Posts.  We  have  ever  deplored  with  the  deepest 
regret;  the  impolicy,  want  of  local  information,  and  lavish  unneces- 
sary concession,  which  induced  the  Negotiator  of  the  Treaty  with 
America,  to  lay  at  her  feet  the  most  valuable  Branch  of  Trade  in 
this  Country ;  by  ceding  so  large  a  Territory,  and  thereby  to  present 
her  with  the  means  of  our  future  subjugation,  by  putting  the  Keys  of 
our  remaining  Colonies  into  her  possession.  Happily  it  can  be  proved, 
for  to  every  man  who  has  information  upon  the  subject,  the  fact  is 
notorious,  that  by  the  keeping  possession  of  these  posts,  the  trade 
would  be  exclusively  preserved,  and  this  Country  more  efficiently  pro- 
tected, at  half  the  expence,  that  by  giving  them  up,  it  will  cost  (after 
the  trade  is  thereby  forever  gone)  to  have  an  appearance  of  solid 
defence  of  our  remaining  possessions.  In  place  of  having  a  wilderness 
for  a  Barrier,  against  tiio  attempts  of  an  insiduous  and  restless  neighbor, 
which  they  could  not  easily  traverse  with  the  implements  of  regular 
W^ar,  we  would  then  have  them  at  our  doors  in  force,  protected  by 
Forts,  aided  by  a  Naval  Force,  and  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  every 
advantage,  that  bo  extended,  and  thinly  inhabited  a  frontier,  would 
present  to  them.     Arguments  on  this    head    are    totally  unueoea.sary  to 


MEMORIAL  OF  MONTREAL  MERCHANTS.  339 

•one  of  Your  Excellency's  penetration.  We  therefore  proceed  to  ask 
permission  to  remark,  that  the  Fur  Trade  is  not  only  a  matter  of 
magnitude  with  respect  to  the  quantum  thereof,  but  the  conse- 
quences that  naturally  jflow  from  it.  Its  annual  amount  may  be 
fairly  stated  at  ^200,000  Sterling,  and  occasions  the  consumption 
of  a  large  quantity  of  bulky  British  Manufactures  most  of  which 
are  of  her  native  materials;  and  by  being  exclusively  at  present 
confined  to  Great  Britain,  the  Fur  Returns  produce  yearly  in  Duties 
about  £30,000 — Part  of  these  Furs  being  wrought  up  into  manufac- 
ture, become  a  source  of  further  industry  and  emolument;  and  as 
a  large  proportion  of  different  articles  are  again  exported  to  foreign 
Countries,  they  answer  to  an  equal  quantity  of  ready  money  in 
"the  intercourse  with  them,  and  tend  to  keep  down  that  balance, 
-which  with  one  in  particular  ( Russia )  is  so  unfavorable  to  us. 
Baneful  as  the  late  Treaty  unquestionably  is  to  these  Provinces 
and  grating  to  all  who  are  attached  to  their  Interests,  which  are 
inseparable  from  those  of  the  Mother  Country,  wherein  eventually 
centers  the  effects  of  their  prosperity  or  adversity — wo  say  baneful  as 
it  is  yet  the  articles  are  so  indefinite  that  they  cannot  be  understood, 
and  must  sooner  or  later  undergo  a  revision  and  explanation — That 
moment  we  look  forward  to  as  the  favorable  time  for  a  resumption 
of  the  Sacrifices  of  Territory  unnecessarily  made,  when  nothing  was 
obtained  in  Exchange,  and  which  the  Americans,  favorable  as  it 
was  for  them,  have  notwithstanding  never  yet  had  the  good  faith 
to  fulfil.  Confining  ourselves  however  to  the  Treaty  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  subject  matter  in  hand,  we  can  assert  from  personal 
knowledge,  that  thereby  the  Fur  Trade  is  nearly  abandoned;  and 
the  part  that  remains  within  our  Territory,  will  be  rendered  useless, 
by  the  great  carrying  Place,  Pass  or  Road  into  the  North  West,  being 
at  least  fifteen  miles  within  the  American  line.  The  Line  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  is  ideal,  and  can  never  have  existence,  because  a 
West  course  from  thence  would  never  strike  the  Mississippi,  being 
more  westerly  than  its  sources,  and  of  course  the  intentions  of  the 
parties  (so  clearly  manifest  both  in  the  American  and  Spanish 
Treaties),  to  have  a  free  access  to,  and  navigation  on,  that  River 
could  never  be  obtained  on  our  part— therefore  the  boundary  named, 
has  not  been  understood,  and  cannot  be  such  a  one  as  was  intended 
at  the  time. 

The    great    object   in    another    negociation    would    be    to   obtain   a 
new   Line  of   Demarcation    which   comprising   the   Boundaries   pointed 
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out  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  commonly  called  the  Quebec  Bill, 
would  follow  the  High  Lands,  which  divide  the  waters  falling  inta 
the  Atlantic,  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Saint  Lawrence,  until 
crossing  Lake  Champlain  in  Latitude  io,  the  Line  strikes  the  River 
near  Saint  Rejis — from  thence  proceeding  up  the  middle  of  the 
River,  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  water  communications  from  it  into 
Lake  Erie,  till  it  came  to  about  BufiPalo  Creek,  nearly  opposite  to 
Fort  Erie;  then  striking  across  to  the  Ohio,  and  descending  that 
River  to  its  Junction  with  the  Mississippi.  To  obtain  full  security 
under  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  would  be  necessary  also  to  pro- 
vide for  the  keeping  Niagara  and  Oswego,  with  such  extent  round 
those  Garrisons,  as  might  be  judged  proper.  But  supposing  that 
so  favorable  a  Line  could  not  be  obtained  it  may  be  proper  next 
to  enquire  what  further  succession  of  Boundaries  could  be  pointed 
out,  'so  as  still  to  reserve  a  material  part  of  the  Trade.  Natural 
boundaries  are  most  desirable  when  they  can  be  had  without  other 
inconveniences,  as  being  most  definite  —  A  Line  might  therefore 
proceed  up  Lake  Erie  ( if  Niagara  should  be  ceded )  to  Rayago 
River,  up  that  River  to  its  source,  then  crossing  to  the  nearest 
water  course  which  falls  into  the  Ohio,  proceed  down  as  before. 
This  would  still  leave  this  Country,  the  Detroit,  Michilimackinao 
and  North  West  Trade.  Supposing  ihat  also  could  not  be  got,  the 
next  Line  would  be  to  strike  the  mouth  of  the  Miamis  River, 
where  it  falls  into  the  West  end  of  Lake  Erie,  then  tracing  up 
said  River  to  the  Miamis  Town,  and  crossing  to  the  nearest  branch 
of  the  Ouabache,  proceeding  downwards  to  its  junction  with  the 
Ohio,  and  thence  to  the  Mississippi  as  before  or  from  the  Miamis 
Town  to  the  nearest  Branch  of  the  Keakikie  River,  down  that 
River  and  thence  also  to  the  Mississippi.  This  would  leave  part 
of  the  Detroit  Trade,  all  the  Michilimackinao  and  North  West* 
If  a  greater  sacrifice  became  still  indispensable,  there  is  no  other 
natural  boundary,  but  the  middle  of  Lake  Erie,  and  up  the  Water 
Communication  between  it  and  Lake  Huron — then  along  the  South 
Western  shore  of  that  Lake  to  the  Streights  of  Lake  Michigan, 
thence  along  its  eastern  shore  to  Chicago  River — from  thence  into 
the  Illinois  River,  and  down  to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi. 
By  thin,  Detroit  would  be  abandoned,  all  the  Trade  depending 
thereon  sacrificed,  and  much  of  that  of  Michilimackinao.  If  a  still 
further  concession  was  made,  the  Lino  might  go  from  the  Streights 
of    Michigan,    along    its    western    Shore,    up   Green    Bay    to   the    Fox 
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Hiver,  and  from  that  River  to  the  Ouisconsing,  and  down  to  the 
Mississippi.  The  Post  of  Michilimackinac  would  by  this  still  be 
preserved  to  us,  with  a  part  of  its  Trade,  and  we  would  have  free 
access  to  the  Mississippi  by  the  Water  Courses,  which  the  bound- 
ary running  through  them  would  leave  in  common.  If  even  all  this 
must  be  abandoned,  and  still  further  concessions  made  under  the 
Idea  of  the  Spirit  of  the  late  Treaty,  The  Line  should  run  from 
the  Streights  on  Sault  of  Saint  Mary's  along  the  South  side  of 
Lake  Superior  to  the  Twelve  Apostle  Islands,  then  ascending  a  River 
which  falls  into  the  Lake  near  them,  usually  called  River  Au  Serpent 
and  striking  across  to  another  called  River  Sauteux  (or  Chipeway  river) 
follows  the  stream  to  its  emptying  itself  into  the  Mississippi  at  the 
South  end  of  Lake  Pepin  in  that  River.  No  other  River  beyond 
this  will  admit  of  any  useful  access  to  the  Mississippi.  Nor  is  this 
a  good  route,  the  last  best  being  those  by  Chicago,  and  the  Fox 
River. 

The  Sacrifice  here  would  be  deplorable  indeed,  but  it  would 
Temedy  the  defect  of  the  present  indefinite  Line,  and  leave  the 
North  West  Trade  to  us  unfettered,  whereas  by  the  Treaty  as  it 
is,  that  Trade  is  supposed  to  be  the  property  of  this  Country,  but 
on  examining  into  that  more  particularly,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
means  of  carrying  it  on,  are  given  away;  by  the  route  or  great 
pass  that  leads  thereto,  being  as  was  observed  before,  at  least  fifteen 
miles  within  the  American  Line.  We  have  gone  progressively  on 
from  step  to  step,  with  anxious  hearts  and  hopes,  that  a  stand 
may  be  made  at  each  intermediate  Line  we  have  pointed  out,  so 
that  as  little  of  the  Country  and  its  consequence  be  thrown  into  the 
scale  of  our  Rivals  as  possible.  We  cannot  bring  our  minds  to  con- 
ceive that  a  surrender  of  the  Posts  is  meditated  by  Great  Britain; 
but  should  circumstances  unknown  to  us,  render  such  a  measure 
unavoidable  in  its  full  extent,  we  have  firm  but  humble  confidence 
that  her  justice  will  procure  such  a  number  of  years  previous  to 
their  surrender,  as  will  enable  them  who  have  property  there'^to 
withdraw  it,  and  wind  up  their  affairs;  which  cannot  be  precipi- 
tately done,  without  utter  ruin  to  every  person  interested  in  that 
trade.  Happy  will  it  be  for  these  Provinces,  if  through]^  your 
Excellency's  representations,  and  zealous  assistance,  something  can 
be  obtained  to  place  so  valuable  a  branch  of  Trade  on  a  more 
stable  and  secure  footing.  Having  already]  spun  this  detail  to  a 
length,     that    is    imposing    upon    your    patience,    we    shall    quit   the 
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subject   with    returning   our  warmest    thanks   for   your   indulgence   andf 

condescension     in     listening    to    Our    representations.      Permit    us   to 

have   the   honor   of    subscribing    ourselves    with    the     most    profound 

respect. 

Your    Excellency's  most   obedient 

and    most   humble   Servants 

McTavish  Frobisher  &  Co. 


Montreal  9th  December  1791. 
[  Q  278,  p  136  ] 


Forsyth,  Richardson  &  Co. 
Todd  McGill  &  Co. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE  ON    SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON'S   PETITION    FOB  GRANT   OP 
ISLE   COCHOIJ,   OPPOSITE    DETROIT. 

Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  Council  concerning  the  Waste  Lands  of  the 
Crown  from  the  16th  of  August  1791  to  the  24th  of  December  fol- 
lowing Inclusive. 

On  Friday  the  14th  October  1791. 

.\t  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  Bishop's  Palace. 

Present, 

His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke,  Lieut  Governor  and  Commander 

in  Chief  and 

The  Honorables 

Hugh  Finlay  John  Eraser 

Edwd  Harrison  William  Grant 

John  Collins  Francis  Baby 

Adam  Mabane  Samuel  Holland 

J.  G.  C.  Delery  Le  Cte  Dupr6. 

Order  of  refer-      Qig  Excellency  caused    to  be  read  a    Rep6rt  of    the  Land 

whlil^tia^ioii  Committee   dated    the    14th    February    last,    entered    in    the 

concerning       miuutes  of  the  Slst  of  March,  upon  the  Petition  of  Sir  John 

IsleCochoiion  j^  53^^.^     f^j,   ^  ^^   of    Jsle    Cochoij. 

sir  John  John-  '  '  '^ 

Bone   e     on.      Qj.,|g^^,j  ^jjj^^.  ^j^q  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of   the 
whole  Council  to  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 


[  Q  58-2,  p  294  ] 
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REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   THE   CLAIM   OF   GREGOR    MC  GREGOR,  SHERIFF   OF 

DISTRICT   OF   HESSE. 

Copy  of   the   Minutes   of    Council   concerning  State   matters    from  the 
15th  of  October   1791  to  the  24th    of  December   following   inclusive. 


Report   No.    3. 

Also  read    the   report   No  3  of   the   same   Committee  dated  the  14th 

June   1791,    on    a   claim    of  Gregor  McGregor   Sheriff  for  the   District 

of   Hesse   in   the   following  words. 

"To    His   Excellency    The     Right    Honorable    Guy    Lord    Dorchester 
"Governor   in    Chief    &c.    &c.    &c. 

"Report  of  a  Committee   of   Council  to  whom   Your  Excellency  was 
"pleased   to   refer  the   Demand  of   Gregor  McGregor  Esqr  Sheriff   for 
"the    District    of    Hesse    for    his     Disbursements    by    Order    of    the 
"Commissioners   of   Oyer   &   Terminer. 
' '  Present 

"Messrs   Dunn 

"Harrison 
"Grant 

"The  Committee  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
"receive  the  following  Journal  of  their  proceedings  as  part  of  their 
"Report  all  which  is  nevertheless  most  humbly  submitted  to  Your 
"Lordship's   great   wisdom. 

"  Council  Chamber  14th  June  1791. 
By   order   of   the   Committee 

(Signed)  "Thomas  Dunn 
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"  Council  Chamber  Monday  13th  June  1791. 

"At   a    meeting    of    a   Committee     of    Council    for    examining    the 
"Public   accounts   for  the  half    year   ending   the  10th  April   last  upon 
"a   further   Reference    from    His    Excellency,    Lord    Dorchester  dated 
"the   8th    Instant. 
"Present 

"Messrs    Dunn 

"Harrison 
"Grant 

"The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  referred  to 
"them  of  Gregor  McGregor  Esqr  Sheriff  of  the  District  of  Hesse 
"amounting   to   £28   12s   6d  currency   articled   as   follows   vizi 
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"Governmeot    in    the    Province   of    Quebec 

"To    the   Sheriff   in    the    District    of   Hesse    Dr 

"To  amot  of  Witnesses  charges  as  pr.  accot  herewith £13 — 10—0 

"To   paid    Madam    Pratt  for    hire  of  a  Court  Room  as   per 

Receipt    t'15  Yk    Curry 9—  7—6 

"To  paid  John  Smith  Bailitf  for  summoning  Jurors  Sec  as  pr 

accot  &  Receipt 4—  5 — 0 

*'To  paid    Henry  Botsford    for    Repairs    done  to   the    Court 

room  as  pr  Receipt  (fc  accot    £2 — 8 — 0 1 — 10 — 0 

"Halifax  Curry £28—12—6 

Detroit  3d  May  1791. 

(Signed)  "  Gregor  McGregor 

"  Sheriff 
"  together  with  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of    Oyer  &  Terminer 
"  to  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  as  follows. 

Detroit  30th  April  1791. 
"  My  Lord, 

"We   have   the    honor   to  represent  to  your    Lordship  that    the    Dis- 

"trict   being    without   funds   for   defraying    the    unavoidable    expenses 

"of   Criminal   prosecutions   and    especially    of    the    Crown    Witnesses; 

"We   have    taken    upon    ourselves   to   direct   the    Disbursements   neces- 

"sary    to    carry    into    effect    the    Commi.ssion     of    Oyer   &    Terminer 

"and   General   Goal   delivery    upon    the    trial    of    Adam     Storetineger. 

"the   accot   of   which    we   submit    for    Your    Lordship's    approbation, 

"and    permission    to   the    Sheriff    to    draw    for    the    amount    and     we 

"intreat    your    Lordship's    directions    on     this    head    for   our    future 

"guidance   should    the   Bills  of   Indictment   now   found    create   further 

"expence. 

"We   have    the    honor    to    be 

"My    Lord 

"Your    Lordship's   most 

"obedient   &    most    humble    Servants 

(Signed)  "  Wm.  Dlmmek  Powell 

"  Adhemar  St.  Martin 

"  John  Askin. 

"The    CoHJinitteo   are    of    opinion     that    Mr.   McGregor    should     be 

"reimbursed    the   amount   of    his   present    account    when    his    affidavit 

"of   the   payment    thereof   shall   be   transmitted    to    the   office    of    His 

"Excellency    The    (iuvernor's    Secretary,    together    with    a    certificate 

'from    the    Coiiimisdionor.s    of    thu    Hiiu.sonablono.ss  oi    the  charges    but 
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"have  resolved  that  the  chairman  signify  to  the  Commissioners  that 
"by  a  Resolve  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Council  of  the  6  May 
"1789  charges  of  Bailiffs  for  summoning  Jurors  &  Peace  officers 
"for  Quebec  &  Montreal  were  deemed  inadmissable  and  that  the 
"Committee  are  of  opinion  any  such  charges  in  future  from  Hesse 
"will   share   the   same   fate. 

"Ordered   that   the   Chairman    Report 

"By    order   of   the    Committee 
(Signed)  "Thomas  Dunn  Chairman." 

Report  of  a  Then  read  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Council 
Committee  of  ^g^^Q^  the  17th  Inst.  ou  the  three  last  mentioned  Reports  in 

the  Whole 

conacii  on  the  the  following  words. 

foregoing  Re- 
ports No.  1,  2, 
&  3. 

"To    His    Excellency    Alured    Clarke    Esqr    Lieut    Governor    of    the 

"Province   of   Quebec   &c.    &c. 

"Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Council  (the  members 
"assembled  being  the  Chief  Justice  &  Messrs  Finlay,  Dunn,  Harri- 
"son,  Collins,  De  Lery,  Caldwell,  Grant,  Baby,  Holland,  De  Lan- 
"audiere,  &  Dupre)  on  three  seperate  Reports  of  the  Committee  of 
"accounts   referred   on   the   15th    August   last. 

"May   it   please   Your  Excellency. 

"The  Committee  being  met  this  Day  upon  due  consideration  had 
"of  the  Reports  in  reference,  agree  to  Report  their  opinion  in 
"concurrence  with  the  Private  Committee  of  accounts.  All  which  is 
"nevertheless  most  humbly  submitted  to  Your  Excellency's  great 
"wisdom. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee. 
"Council  Chamber,  Bishop's  Palace, 
Saturday  17th  Decemr  1791. 

(Signed)  "William  Smith,  Chairman." 

His  Excellen  cy  informed  the  Board  he  had  ordered  Warrants  to 
be  made  out  for  the  sums  recommended  in  the  said  three  several 
Reports   to   be   paid. 
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REPORT    OF   THE    LAND   COMMITTEE    Ul'ON    THE     PROCEEDINGS   OF    THE   LAND 

OFFICE   BOARD   OF   HESSE. 

Read  a  Report  of  the  Land  Committee  upon  the  proceedings  of 
the  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse*  between  29th  October  1790  and 
13th   May    1791,    in    the   following   words. 

"To  His  Excellency  Alured  Clarke,  Esquire  Lieutenant  Governor 
''and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  6zo  Arc  Szc 
"Major  General  commanding  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  America 
"(&c.    &c.   &c. ) 

"Report  of  the »  Land  Committee  (consisting  of  Messrs  Finlay, 
"Collins  &  Grant)  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Land  Office  Board 
"of   Hesso,    between   the   29th    October   1790  and   13th    May    1791. 

"May   it   please   Your    Excellency. 

"In  obedience  to  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester's  Order  of 
"Reference,  The  Land  Committee  proceeded  to  examine  the  Papers 
"transmitted  from  Hesse,  to  the  office  of  His  Lordship's  Secretary, 
"and  having  duly  considered  the  minutes  between  the  29th  of  Octo- 
"ber,  1790  and  the  22d  April  1791  marked  B,  they  concur  with  the 
"Board  in  the  Propriety  of  having  granted  certificates  of  Location 
"to  these  Persons  who  had  applied  for  Lots,  agreeable  to  the 
"Schedules   accompanying   the   minutes   of   the   Board; 

"And  having  fully  considered  the  minute  of  the  Board  of  the  6th 
"of  May  last,  relative  to  a  Petition  from  several  Inhabitants  on  the 
"East  side  of  the  Streight  of  Detroit,  for  Grants  of  Lands  lying 
"immediately  behind  the  Lots  they  actually  possess,  The  Committee 
"concur  in  opinion  with  the  Board,  that  the  request  in  that  Petition 
"contained  is  unreasonable,  and  that  to  comply  therewith  would  be 
"hurtful    to   the   Settlement; 

"And  they  likewise  join  in  opinion  with  the  Land  Board  That 
"the  apprehensions  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  West  side  of  th^ 
"Streight  relative  to  an  intended  alteration  of  the  Boundary  Lines 
"of  their  Farms,  (as  stated  in  their  Petition),  are  without  foundation. 

"All  which  is  nevertheless  submitted  to  Your   Excellency's  wisdom. 
"Signed    by    order   of   the  Committee. 

*'  Council  Chamber,  Bishop's  Palace, 
"Quebec  9th  Decemr  1791. 

"(Signed)  Hugh  Finlav,  in  the  Chair. 
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"Read  a  Report  of  the  Land  Committee  upon  the  proceedings  of 
"the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  from  the  16th  to  the  30th  September 
"1791    in    the   following   words. 

"To  His  Excellency  Alured  Clarke,  Esquire  Lieutenant  Governor 
"and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  &o 
"&c  &c  Major  General  Commanding  His  Majesty's  Forces  in 
"America   &c   &c   &c. 

"Report  of  the  Land  Committee  (consisting  of  Messrs  Finlay, 
"Collins  &  Grant)  upon  the  Proceedings  of  the  Land  Board  of 
"Hesse   of   the   16th    to   the   30th    September   1791. 

"May   it   please   your   Excellency. 

"The  Land  Committee  in  obedience  to  Your  Excellency's  Order 
"of  Reference  of  the  6th  Inst  have  fully  considered  the  minute  of 
"the  Land  Board  for  the  District  of  Hesse  of  the  13th  September, 
"and  they  have  the  Honor  to  report  thereupon  That  the  case  of 
"Frederick  Arnold  as  stated  in  the  Minute,  seems  particularly  hard; 
"It  appears  that  seven  years  ago  he  brought  with  him  into  this 
"Province  25  Families,  and  that  neither  himself,  nor  any  of  his 
"followers  have  been  able  to  procure  a  foot  of  the  Waste  Lands 
"of  the  Crown  to  settle  upon,  and  improve  for  the  benefit  of  their 
"families;  they  have  been  obliged  to  hire  Farms,  and  Mr  Arnold 
"himself  to  purchase  one  which  is  not  sufficient  to  occupy  his 
"family.  That  immediately  upon  the  Survey  of  the  Lands  at  the 
"River  La  Franche  he  marked  for  himself  and  his  eldest  son,  two 
"unclaimed  Lots,  for  which  he  immediately  petitioned  the  Board, 
"not  presuming  to  make  Improvements  without  leave.  He  has  the 
"Mortification  to  find  one  Gibson,  formerly  a  Ranger,  and  a  new 
"comer  named  Watson,  set  down  upon  and  improving  those  very 
"lots  which  he  apprehends  may  occasion  difficulty  to  him  in  discuss- 
"ing  his  claim.  The  People  he  brought  with  him  reproach  him 
"dayly,  and  threaten  to  return  to  the  States,  as  they  see  no  pros- 
"peot  of  obtaining  lands;  that  seeing  so  many  obstacles  have  been 
"from  year  to  year  thrown  in  the  way  to  obstruct  the  Settlement  of 
"the  Country,  he  concludes  with  praying  the  Board  would  take  his 
"hard   case   into   their   consideration. 

"The  Committee  observe  on  the  foregoing  Statement  of  Mr 
"Arnold's  case,  that  he  has  great  reason  to  complain — ^They  con- 
"sider  that  neither  Gibson  nor  Watson  have  pretensions  to  the  Lots 
"marked  by  Mr  Arnold  for  himself  and  son  at  the  River  La  Franche 
"&   they   humbly  recommend   that  the   Land  Board  of   Hesse  may  be 
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"instructed  to  secure  those  two  Lots  for  Mr  Arnold  and  his  son, 
"and  to  assure  the  people  who  followed  him  into  this  Country, 
"that  they  shall  obtain  Portions  of  Land  for  themselves  and  fami- 
"lies   so   soon   as   the   necessary   surveys   can    be   compleated. 

"The  Committee  next  proceeded  to  consider  Mr  T.  Smith's  Let- 
"ter  to  the  Land  Board  dated  the  8th  September  1791,  entered 
"upon  the  Minute,  applying  for  payment  from  government  for  past 
"services  as  Clerk  to  the  Land  Board;  but  as  the  Board  at  Hesse 
"make  no  objection  upon  the  Letter,  this  Committee  cannot  give 
"an    opinion  upon  the  advisibility  of  his  claim. 

"No  further  observations  on  the  matters  stated  in  the  Minutes 
"appearing  to  the  committee  to  be  necessary  on  their  part,  they 
"proceeded  to  consider  a  Report  in  form  of  a  Letter  from  the 
"Land  Board  of  Hesse  to  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  dated 
"the  23rd  of  last  September;  upon  which  the  Committee  observe, 
"That  the  Board  had  imagined  from  Lord  Dorchester's  order  in 
"Council  of  the  23rd  July  last,  that  it  was  then  conceived  by  His 
"Lordship  and  the  Council,  that  all  claims  for  Lands  made  by 
"Loyalists  and  reduced  Troops  in  the  District  of  Hesse  were  then 
"nearly  satisfied!  But  the  Board  states,  that  from  the  delay  from  the 
"purchase  from  the  Indians,  and  the  restraint  the  Board  lay  under 
"from  the  Instructions,  confining  their  operations  to  Lands  actually 
"surveyed  and  unclaimed  by  Indians,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
"locate  a  single  Petitioner,  excepting  upon  one  irregular  Tract  on 
"Lake  Erie,  where  divers  families  were  placed  before  the  Land  Board 
"was   constituted; 

"And  continuing  to  assign  reasons  why  they  have  granted  no 
"location  certificates,  altho'  they  have  before  them  above  three 
"hundred  applications  for  Lots,  they  set  forth;  That  they  could 
"not  proceed  from  the  want  of  the  General  and  particular  survey 
"required  by  the  General  Instructions  and  declared  to  be  indispen- 
"sably  necessary  by  a  Report  of  Council  of  28th  June  171*0,  but 
"which  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  neither  from  the  Sur- 
"veyor  General's  office  at  Quebec  nor  from  the  acting  Surveyor  on 
"the  Spot,  and  they  refer  His  Lordship  to  the  several  Reports, 
"hereunto  annexed,  and  communications  of  the  acting  Surveyor  to 
"the  Land  Board  on  its  respective  Instructions  for  partial  surveys 
"accompanying  their  Report,  that  His  Lordship  at  one  view  may 
"see  that  no  exertion  has  been  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
"to   effect   the   object   in    view. 
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"The  Land  Board  next  refer  His  Lordship  to  the  whole  of  their 
'proceedings  from  time  to  time  as  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the 
'Governor's  Secretary,  for  a  detail  of  the  various  difficulties  to  be 
'combated  and  conquered  by  the  Board  before  the  Regulations  for 
'its   conduct  can   be   complied    with. 

"The  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  Your  Excellency  to  their 
'Report  of  the  29th  November  last,  upon  the  difficulties  and  impedi- 
'ments  here  alluded  to  by  the  Board,  which  appear  to  have  obstructed 
'the  Settlement  of  the  Waste  Lands  in  the  District  of  Hesse;  and 
'where  the  Committee  humbly  propose  the  means  of  removing   them. 

"The  Land  Board  perceive  a  necessity  for  the  assistance  of  two  or 
'more  active  and  willing  Surveyors,  for  at  least  one  Season;  and  the 
'Committee  conceive  that  one  Surveyor  is  by  no  means  sufficient  for 
'the  pressing  work  to  be  done  in  the  District  of  Hesse,  that  the  dis- 
'  charged  Troops  and  Loyalists  may  be  no  longer  disappointed  in 
'their  expectation  of  Lands  which  they  have  so  long  anxiously 
'looked   for   in   vain. 

"The  Committee  having  gone  through  the  Report  proceeded  to 
'consider  the  Paper  indorsed.  ""Reports  and  Communications  of  the 
'Acting  Surveyor'''  alluded  to  by  the  Board,  and  after  having  perused 
'the  whole  with  attention,   they  state, 

"  That  it  appears  "  That  Mr  McNiff,  on  the  22d  May,  was  enjoined 
'  "to  Report  an  actual  Survey  of  the  Front  of  the  Tract  then  lately 
'  "ceded  to  the  Crown,  and  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  each  Township 
'  "from  Long  Point  on  Lake  Erie  to  the  Streight,  and  to  confirm  to 
'  "the  additional  Rules  of  25th  August  1790,  in  laying  out  the 
'  "Same."  Mr  MoNiff  The  Acting  Surveyor  (25  June)  conceives 
'  "the  Survey  lately  performed  by  him  to  have  been  made  under 
'  "the  authority  of  the  Commanding  Officer  Major  Murray,  He  has 
'  "had  no  official  communications  from  the  Land  Board;  neverthe- 
'  "less  he  will  deliver  to  their  Clerk,  a  copy  of  the  Report  he 
'  "made  to  the  Surveyor  General  on  the  24th  June,  and  he  informs 
'  "that  he   is   now   ready   to   execute   the   Board's   orders. 

"His  Report  to  Major  Murray  states,  the  nature  of  the  Shore 
'  "along  the  Lake  is  improper  for  the  scites  of  Townships  from 
'  "their  very  high  situation  inaccessible  to  the  Lake;  and  altho' 
'  "in  some  places  the  Land,  is  good,  in  others  the  soil  is  clay 
'  "and  yellow  sand,  extending  frpm  one  to  two  miles  and  a  half 
'  "back  from  the  shore;  &  some  is  marshy,  in  short  very  unfit 
'  "for  Townships  that  by  the  proposed  plans  are  to  be  skirted  in 
'  "front   by    water, 
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"Od  2d  July  "the  Board  ordered  a  Survey  of  the  Front  of  the 
"Tract  lately  ceded  to  the  Crown  along  the  Shore  of  Lake  Erie 
■from  long  Pointe  to  the  Isle  Bois  Blanc,  to  be  guided  by  the 
'  "10th  article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  17th  February  1789, 
"and  3d  article  of  additional  Instructions  of  25th  August,  and 
"they  directed  the  Surveyor  to  report  the  deviations  from  the 
"Rules,    should    any    be   necessary," 

"3d    July    "The   Acting   Surveyor   Reports   that  a  Site  of   a   Town- 

"ship   of   Ten   miles    good    Land    fronting    the    Lake    (where    the 

'  "Rules   can    be   followed)   commencing   at   the    East   side   of   Pointe 

'  "aux  Pins,   another,   from  the  East  End  of   the  present  new   Settle- 

'  "ments,    up   to   Detroit   River   20   miles   but   of    which    15   miles   in 

"front   is   already    occupied    which    will   prevent  a  Town    being    laid 

"out   there." 

"30  July  1790,  "upon  observations  made  by  Mr  McNiff  the  Board 
"make  no  alteration  in  the  order  of  the  2d  July  and  ordered  4 
"Townships   to   be   laid   out. 

"3l8t   July    "The   Acting   Surveyor    Mr   McNilf   informs    the  Board 
"that    the    last    is    not    so    explicit     as   the   first   order    which    the 
"Board  intended  to  mend;   and  informs  the  Board   that   the   uncer- 
"tainty  he  is   in   in  consequence  of   their   orders  prevents  him  from 
"proceeding.     On    the   11th    August   an   amended   and   full   order   is 
"given    to   the   Acting   Surveyor    by   the   Board." 
"3rd    September      'It    appears     that    the    Board    received   a   rough 
'  "sketch    of   a   Survey   of    the     Front    of     Two     Townships     on    the 
'  "Streight   of   Lake   Erie,    conformable   to   the   Instructions    of    11th 
'  "August." 
"24th    September  "The  Board  called  on  Mr  McNiff  for  information 
"as  to  the  time  they  might  expect  a  regular  Plan  and  Report  of  the 
'  "Survey  ordered  11th  August." 

"Mr  McNitf  requested  the  further   indulgence  of    the    Board  for  his 
"  "Report 


"The  Committee  humbly  submit,  whether  deviations  from  the  X 
"Article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulation  for  the  conduct  of  the  Land 
"Office  Department  of  17th  February  A:  25th  August  1790,  may  not 
"be  permitted,  wherever  the  Land  Board  may  perceive  that  a  steady 
"adherence  to   the  General  Model,  would  tend  to  retard  the  Settlement 
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"of   the  Waste  Lands    appertaining    to   the   Crown    on    the   important 
"frontier  of  Detroit; 

"All    which    is  nevertheless  humbly  submitted  to  Your  Excellency's 
"wisdom. 

"Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee 
"  Council  Chamber,  Bishop's  Palace, 
QuEEC  16  Decemr  1791. 

(Signed)  Hugh  Finlay,  in  the  Chair. 
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CONCERNING   THE    LAYING    OUT     OF   DISTRICT     GEORGETOWN,   OPPOSITE   ISLE 
BOIS   BLANC.      MAJ.    R.    MATHEWS,   COMMANDING    DETROIT. 

Saturday  24th  December  1791. 

At  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  Bishop's  Palace. 
Present, 

His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke,   Lieutenant  Governor  &  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

The  Honorable  William  Smith,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice,  and 

The  Honorable 

Hugh  Finlay  William  Grant 

Thomas  Dunn  Francis  Baby 

Edward  Harrison  Samuel  Holland 

John  Collins  Charles  de  Lanaudiere 

J.  G.  C.  DeLery  &                                       * 

Henry  Caldwell  Le  Cte  Dupr6 
Esquires. 


Read  a  Report  of  the  Land  Committee  dated  29th  November  1791, 
Concernin  upou  a  Reference  of  his  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  relative 
the  District  of  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  in  the 
Hesee.  District  of  Hesse  in  the  following  words. 

"To    His    Excellency    Alured    Clarke,    Esquire,   Lieutenant   Governor 

"&    Commander   in  Chief   of  the   Province    of   Quebec   &c.   &c.    &c. 

"Major    General    Commanding   His    Majesty's    Forces    in    America 

"&ca   &ca. 

"Report  of  the  Land  Committee  (Consisting  of  Messrs  Finlay, 
"Collins,  Grant  &  DeLanaudiere)  upon  His  Excellency  Lord  Dor- 
"chester's  reference  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  waste  Lands 
"in   the   District  .of   Hesse. 
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"May    it   please   Your    Excellency 

"In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Right  Honorable  Lord 
"Dorchester,  signified  to  this  Committee  by  Mr  Secretary  Motz  in 
"his  Letter  dated  20th  Octr  1790,  addressed  to  the  Chairman  & 
"accompanied  by  Sundry  Papers  relative  to  the  Land  Granting 
"Department  in  Hesse,  referred  to  their  consideration  they  pro- 
"ceeded  on  the  22d  of  that  month  to  enter  upon  the  examination 
"of  the  Papers  laid  before  them  Sc  continued  to  give  that  business 
"all  possible  dispatch;  but  considering  the  length  of  time  that  this 
"reference  has  been  before  the  Committee,  they  beg  leave  to  refer 
"Your  Excellency  to  the  Journals  of  the  Proceedings  which  state 
"their  Progress,  &  shew  the  reasons  why  this  Business  could  not  be 
"sooner   closed. 

"The  Committee  as  appears  by  the  Order  of  Reference  entered 
"on  the  first  Page  of  the  Journal,  have  been  required  to  report  with 
"due   particularity. 

First  "Upon  the  causes  of  the  DiflSculties  and  impediments  which 
"appear  to  have  obstructed  the  progress  of  the  Settlement  on  the 
"important    Frontier   of    Detroit. 

Second  "The  means  of  removing  them,  and  giving  effect  to  the 
"several  Instructions  issued  from  time  to]  time  respecting  the  set- 
"tlement   of   the   Waste   Lands   of   the   Crown    in   that    District." 

''Third  To  report  concerning  the  object  and  intended  use  of  the 
"Reservations   in  the   late  Indian  Cession  in  favour  of  the    Hurons. '* 

"Fourth  &  lastly  "To  point  out  the  practicabilty  of  such  means 
"as  may  be  suggested  for  satisfying  those  Indians  in  any  other 
"part   of   the    District   &   upon    what   Terms." 

"And   proceeding  to  enquire  into  the   first   object  of  the  reference — 

"The  Committee  find,  that  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  had 
"given  orders  as  early  as  the  15th  May  1789,  to  Major  Mathews 
"then  commanding  at  Detroit  to  lay  out  a  Township  to  be  called 
"George  Town,  on  the  East  side  of  the  Streight  opposite  to  the 
"Island  of  Bois  Blanc,  with  directions,  to  follow  without  delay, 
"a  certain  Plan  sent,  but  signifying  at  the  same  time,  that  no  portion 
"of  the  Township  was  to  be  disposed  of  to  individuals  previous  to 
"the  satisfaction  of  the  Indians  for  such  claims  as  they  might  have 
"to.  any    part   of   the   Tract. 

"It  appears  further,  that  the  site  of  the  intended  Township  hnd 
"been  ceded  ^by  the  Huron  «k  other  Indians  in  June  1784,  to  oer- 
"tain  officers  and  others  of  the  Indian  Department,  who  had  served 
"with  them   during   the  War,    &  it   appears,    that    His   Excellency  Sir 
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"Frederick  Haldimand  had  in  August  1784,  directed  the  Lieutenant 
"Governor  of  Detroit  (Mr  Hay),  to  give  every  encouragement  to 
"those  officers  and  men  to  make  immediate  settlement  ^on  that  Tract 
"promising  that  their  portion  of  the  gift,  from  the  Indians,  should 
"be  confirmed  to  them  in  due  time  by  proper  Deeds  according  to 
"the  King's  Instructions. 

"It  appears,  that  in  consequence  of  that  incouragement  the  Lands 
"facing  Bois  Blanc,  were  laid  out  in  allotments  and  given  in  posses- 
"sion  of  those  Officers  &  Men;  and  that  Possession,  was  confirmed 
"by  Major  Mathews  in  1787,  in  consequence  of  orders  from  Lord 
"Dorchester. 

"That  the  Settlement  was  advancing,  until  the  Rations  and 
"farming  utensils  which  had  been  issued  for  some  time  by  order 
"of  Government  to  those  Settlers  (Loyalists  who  had  served  during 
"the  War),  were  withheld,  upon  which  one  hundred  young  men 
"unable,  without  that  assistance,  to  proceed  in  their  Improvements, 
"left  their   Lots. 

"It  further  appears  from  the  Information  given  by  the  Deputy 
"Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs  (Mr  McKee )  to  the  land  Board 
"of  Hesse  in  1789,  [that  the  settlement  of  the  District  could  not  be 
"etfected,  because  all  the  Soil  was  then  claimed  by  the  Indian 
"Nations,  and  by  individuals  holding  Tracts  under  Indian  Grants; 
"and  that  Major  Mathews  had  received  orders,  to  see  that  no  set- 
" tiers  should  be  suffered  to  sit  down  in  any  part  of  the  District 
"before  purchase  made  thereof  j  from  the  Natives  for  the  use  of  the 
"Crown;  and  it  likewise  appears  from  what  Mr  McNiff  the  Deputy 
"Surveyor  of  the  District  had  stated  to  the  Board  that  no  Lands  had 
"been  purchased  from  the  Indians  for  the  Crown,  before  the  26th  of 
"May  1790,  consequently  no  Location  Certificates  could  have  been 
"granted  by  the  Land  Board  previous  to  that  Day,  nor  could  the 
"Board  have  proceeded  to  issue  certificates  previous  to  the  general 
"Survey  of  the  Tract  purchased,  from  Catfish  Creek  on  the  North 
"Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  running  along  that  shore  &  up  the  Streight,  to 
"the  Eiver  du  Chenail  Ecarte,  which  Survey  was  not  laid  before  the 
"Board  until  the  30th  of  July,  two  months  after  the  purchase  had 
"been  made. 

"The  following  reasons  have  been  assigned,  why  but  few  settlements 
"have  been  made  between  that  Day,   and  the  Month  of  May  last. 

''First  The  Land  Board  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  from  the  Dep- 

"uty  Surveyor  of  Jhe  District,   a  Return  of  Survey  of  a  single  Town- 

"ship  to  direct  them  in  granting  Location  Certificates. 
45 
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''Second  That  if  ten  Farm  Lots  are  to  be  reserved  in  the  hands 
"of  the  Crown  in  all  Townships  situated  on  a  Navigable  River  or 
"water,  as  is  directed  by  the  Rules  &  Regulations  of  the  25th 
"August  1789,  issued  for  the  conduct  of  the  Land  Office  Depart- 
"ment,  a  strict  adherence  to  that  rule  will'  greatly  retard  the  set- 
"tlement  of  such  Townships;  because,  it  would  prove  exceedingly 
"inconvenient  to  the  Settlers  to  have  a  space  of  more  than  two 
"miles  remaining  uncleared  between  their  Farms  and  the  River;  on 
"this  Representation  from  the  Settlers,  the  Land  Board,  as  well  as 
"the  Surveyors  of  the  District,  join  in  opinion  with  the  People, 
"and  Mr  McNiff  states.  That  if  that  Rule  shall  be  followed  up, 
"many  People  now  in  possession  of  Cultivated  Farms  under  Grants 
"from  the  commandants  at  Detroit,  as  well  before  as  after  the 
"Conquest,  and  of  those  who  sat  down  in  the  District  under 
"Indian  Grants,  will  be  dispossessed,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  indus- 
"trious  Individuals;  and  further,  That  if  the  Tract  at  the  River 
"Canard,  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  Crown  in  May  1786,  shall 
"be  given  up  to  the  Huron  Indians  in  consequence  of  the  reser- 
"vation  made  in  their  favour  by  the  Deputy  Superintendant  of 
"Indian  affairs,  their  holding  that  Tract  will  greatly  retard  the  settle- 
"ment  of  the  Land§  lying  upon  and  adjacent  to  the  Streight  of 
"Detroit;  and  prove  a  great  annoyance  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
"intended  County  Town  opposite    to  the  Isle  of  Bois  Blanc. 

"Thus  having  stated  the  Reasons  assigned  for  the  slow  progress 
"hitherto  made  in  the  settlement  of  the  District  of  Hesse.  The  Com- 
"mittee  next  proceed  to  the  Second  object  of  the  Reference  vizt 
"The  means  of  removing  the  difficulties  and  impediments  above 
"enumerated. " 

"  They  observe,  that  as  the  main  obstruction  to  the  Settlement 
"of  that  Frontier  appears  to  have  been  removed  by  the  late  Pur- 
"chase  from  the  Indians  of  The  Tract  from  Catfish  Creek,  com- 
"monly  called  Riviere  h  la  Chandiere;  extending  Westward  to  the 
"Mouth  of  the  River  Ecarte,  it  would  seem  that  there  remains  but 
"to  lay  out  Townships  in  the  most  commodious  situations  in  that 
"Tract,  for  the  accommodation  of  Settlers,  and  further  to  direct 
"that  the  Three  first  ranges  of  concessions  at  least,  may  be  laid 
"out  in  the  manner  recommended  by  Sir  John  Johnson  in  his  Letter 
"to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  so 
"as  to  prevent  difficulty  in  ascertaining  with  due  precision,  the  ditfer- 
"ent  Lots  therein  contained. 


LAYING  OUT  OF  DISTRICT  GEORGETOWN.  855 

"It  is  humbly  submitted  to  your  Excellency  whether,  considering 
the  objection  that  settlers  generally  have  to  sit  down  in  any  place, 
when  their  communication  with  the  River  is  barred  by  Wood  Lands 
(as  set  forth  by  the  Land  Board  &  the  Surveyor  of  Hesse)  it  might 
not  be  advisable  to  grant  all  the  Front  Farm  Lots  in  Townships 
situated  on  Navigable  Eivers  and  Waters,  the  reserves  to  be  made 
elsewhere  within  the  Tract,  as  the  best  means  to  draw  settlers  to 
the  important  Frontier  of  Hesse  &  further  whether  it  may  not  be 
expedient  to  confirm  to  the  People  now  settled  upon  the  River 
Canard,  and  other  places  in  that  District.  The  improved  Lands 
they  actually  possess,  whether  under  Indian  grants  or  otherwise, 
together  with  an  additional  portion  of  the  Waste  Lands  appertain- 
ing to  the  Crown,  adjoining  thereto,  to  make  a  Farm  of  Two 
Hundred  Acres  in  Superficie. 

"The  Committee  conceive  that  it  may  not  be  improper  under  this 
head,  to  remark  upon  Mr  McNiff's  animadversions  on  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Land  Office  Board  of  Hesse,  under  a  notion  that 
their  want  of  knowledge  in  the  business  of  Land  surveying  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  the  settlement  of  the  District  has  been  and 
still  may  be  retarded ;  and  giving  his  opinion,  That  gentlemen  in 
the  commercial  line,  or  having  family  connections  with  Persons 
in  Traffic,  are  unfit  for  a  seat  at  this  Board;  insinuating  that  they 
may  be  actuated  by  apprehensions  that  the  settlement  of  the  Coun- 
try   might   affect   the    Interest   of   People  in    Trade. 

"The  Committee  do  not  concur  with  Mr  McNiff  in,  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  Members  of  the  Land  Office  Boards  to  under- 
stand Practical  Surveying.^  The  Rules  &  Regulations  issued  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Land  Granting  Department  are  full  and  explicit  so 
as  to  secure  the  utmost  regularity  in  carrying  on  that  business, 
where  due  attention  is  given  thereto  by  the  Surveyors  &  others 
concerned   in    the    execution    thereof. 

"The  Committee  consider  the  Gentlemen  who  compose  the  Land 
Board  of  Hesse  to  be  in  every  respect  adequate  to  the  Trust 
reposed  in  them  by  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  &  well  mer- 
iting that  confidence  from  their  general  knowledge,  from  their 
situations  in  Life  and  from  th^ir  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
true  Interests  of  the  Country  in  general  &  of  the  District  of 
Hesse  in  particular. 

"It   appears   by  the  Proceedings  of  that  Board  which  have  hitherto 
"been  referred  to  this  Committee,    they   have   never  lost   sight  of   the 
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"Interests  of  the  Crown;  and  they  have  done  their  best  endeavours 
"to  remove  every  obstruction  <fc  obviate  every  difficulty  that  appeared 
"to   impede   the   settlement  of   the   important   Frontier   of    Detroit. 

"Third.  Upon  the  third  object  contained  in  the  order  of  Refer- 
"ence  vizt  To  point  out  the  intended  use  of  the  reservation  in 
"the   late   Indian    Cession." 

"Mr  MoKee  the  Deputy  Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs  has  set 
"forth,  That  it  would  have  been  impracticable  to  obtain  from  the 
"Indians  the  extensive  Tract  from  Catfish  Creek,  to  the  River  of  Che- 
"nail  Ecartf^  (which  they  gave  up  to  the  Crown  in  May  1790)  unless 
"he   had   agreed    to    the   condition   they    had   stipulated    vizt. 

"That  the  Tract  which  liad  been  ceded  to  the  Crown  in  May  1786, 
"lying  on  the  River  Canard  of  seven  miles  square  or  thereby  should  be 
"given  up  for  the  Huron  Indians. 

"That  he  conceived  himself  vested  with  full  power  and  Authority 
"to  agree  to  that  condition  by  virtue  of  Lord  Dorchester's  order 
"relative  to  the  Purchase  to  be  made  from  the  Indians,  "That  all 
''possible  regard  should  be  had  of  their  Ease  and  Comfort,  "  and  Mr 
"McKee  states  that  the  Hurons  had  ever  considered  that  Tract  to 
"be  essential  to  their  Comfort,  their  sole  intention  in  ceding  it  in 
"1786,  was  to  have  it  put  into  Mr  McKee' s  hands  to  prerent  eneroach- 
"'meuts  hy   the  Settlers  in  the  neighbourhood. 

"The  Committee  do  not  find,  from  any  other  communication  before 
"them,   the  uses  proposed  to  be  made  of  the    Tract  in    Question. 

"Fourth.  On  the  Fourth  and  last  object  of  the  reference  vizt.  The 
"practicability  of  satisfying  the  Huron  .  Indians  in  any  other  part  of 
"the  District."  * 

"The  Committee  find  by  a  Letter  of  Sir  John  Johnson  dated  in 
"February  last,  that  ho  is  of  opinion,  it  would  be  diflSoult  to  prevail 
"on  the  Huron  Indians  to  give  up  the  whole  of  the  Tract  reserved 
"for  their  use,  yet  he  imagines  they  may  be  brought  to  relinquish  as 
"much  of  it  as  may  answer  for  the  scite  of  a  Town. 

"The  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  District  states,  find  he  conceives  the 
"Indians  may  be  induced  to  quit  claim  totally  for  a  Trifling  consid- 
"eration  seeing  they  may  be  well  provided  with  Laud  at  the  River 
"Chenail  Ecart6  on  the  North  East  Shore  near  the  entrance  of 
"Lake   St   Clair. 

"The  Land  Board  of  Hesse,  likewise  consider,  that  it  is  practi- 
"cable  to  satisfy  the  Indians,  and  for  that  end  suggest  the  expedi- 
"ency  of  treating  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Chippawa  &  Ottawa  Nations 
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"who  were  Parties  as  well  to  the  Deed  of  Cession  of  the  Seven 
"Mile  Tract  in  May  1786,  as  to  the  cession  of  the  Great  Tract  in 
"May   1790. 

"The  Board  at  the  same  time  conceive,  that  it  may  be  necessary 
"to  allow  them  a  consideration  which  they  probably  looked  for 
"when  they  ceded  the  Tract  in  May  1786,  which  the  Indians  do 
"not   consider  as   compensated   by   the"  Presents   made  them    in  1790. 

"The  Committee  beg  leave  to  observe  to  Your  Excellency,  that, 
"altho',  with  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  they  consider  the  Tract 
"ceded  by  the  Indians  in  May  1786,  to  be  vested  in  the  Crown, 
"yet,  as  it  -  has  been  set  forth  by  the  Deputy  Superintendant  of 
"Indian  Affairs  (who  had  full  Power  of  and  Authority  to  treat  with 
"the  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  the  large  Tract  ceded  in  May 
"1790)  that  he  had  found  it  necessary  to  reserve  the  Tract  at  the 
"River  Canard  for  the  use  of  the  Huron  Indians,  it  appears  advisable 
"that  the  said  Reservation  be  confirmed  to  them  in  due  form,  pro- 
"vided  they  cannot  be  induced  to  relinquish  it.  But  as  it  has  been 
"stated  by  the  Land  Board  of  Hesse  &  by  the  Deputy  Surveyor  of 
"the  District,  That  should  the  Tract  in  question  remain  in  the  Pos- 
" session  of  Indians,  The  Settlement  on  the  Frontier  at  Detroit, 
"would  be  greatly  retarded  and  the  people  who  are  already  fixed 
"there   be   much    incommoded   by    their   neighbourhood. 

"This  Committee,  on  the  whole,  humbly  recommend  that  Sir  John 
"Johnson,  the  Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs,  may  be  intrusted 
"to  direct  the  Deputy  Superintendant  at  Detroit,  to  do  his  utmost 
"endeavours  to  persuade  the  Huron  Indians  to  relinquish  their 
"present  claim  to  the  Seven  Mile  Tract  at  the  River  Canard,  and 
"in  conjunction  with  the  Land  Office  Board  for  the  District,  to 
"hold  up  as  an  inducement  thereto,  a  grant  of  a  Tract  of  equal 
"extent,  upon  the  North  East  Shore  of  the  entrance  of  Lake  St 
"Claire,  and  that  they  may  be  vested  with  joint  authority  to  make 
"such  other  compensation  as  may  appear  necessary  to  accomplish 
"the  great  object  in  view. 

''All    which  is    nevertheless   submitted    to    Your  Excellency's   great 

"wisdom. 

"Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee 

(Signed)  "Hugh  Finlay 

in  the  Chair." 
"  Council  Chamber,  Bishop's  Palace,  ) 
"Quebec  29th  Novr  1791."      ) 

[  Q  58-2,  p  302  ] 
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CAPT.    JOSErH    BRANDT    TO   JOSEPH    CHEW. 

Extract   of    a    Letter    from    Capt    Brandt,   to    Joseph    Chew  Secretary 
of  Indian  Atfairs  dated  Niagara  30th  December  1791. 

"With  respect  to  the  Western  Nations  about  1000  Indians  assem- 
bled and  marched  from  the  Miamis  Towns,  in  order  to  meet  the 
Americans  with  whose  camp  they  were  in  hearing  of  on  the  evening 
of  the  4th  of  November,   the  Indians  formed  a  half  Moon 

The  Wyandots,  and  five  Nations  composed  the  right,  the  Shawanese 
&  Delawares  the  center,  and  the  Lake  Indians  the  left,  the  young 
men  before  12  o'clock  at  night  brought  otf  between  3  &  400  Horses 
and  a  number  of  cattle,  though  the  Chief  endeavoured  to  restrain 
them.  At  daylight  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  Indians  attacked 
the  Camp  those  of  the  Right  rushed  in  and  took  possession  of  the 
Cannon,  and  the  left  gave  way  by  which  St  Clair  wheeled  &  drove 
back  the  right,  those  who  formed  the  center  getting  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  camp  attacked  this  Body  under  St  Clair  who  gave  way 
leaving  their  cannon  &  camp  in  possession  of  the  Indians,  before 
8  o'clock  the  engagement  in  the  camp  was  over  and  a  few  Indians 
pursued  who  did  a  great  deal  of  mischief  but  the  greatest  part 
took  to  plundering  the  camp — the  cannon  was  divided  among  the 
different  Nations  who  not  being  able  to  bring  it  ofif  hid  it,  before 
the  Engagement  200  Kentucky  Militia  deserted,  as  Horses  with 
Provisions  was  expected  300  men  was  sent  after  them  to  prevent 
their  plundering  the  provision  by  which  means  there  was  but  2200  in 
camp  when  attacked,  a  Prisoner  since  taken  who  was  one  of  the 
300  and  at  Fort  Jefferson  when  Mr  St  Clair  and  his  tlying  Trpops 
got  there  says,  only  800  had  got  off  who  marched  to  Fort  Hamil- 
ton leaving  the  wounded  who  could  not  march  and  70  men  at  the 
Fort.  When  our  people  left  that  Country  a  large  body  was  form- 
ing to  go  against  both  the  Forts" ' 

Elodoreed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  22,  of  11th  Feby.  1792. 
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Abstract  of  estimates  approved  for  services  to  be  carried  into  immediate 
execution  in  the  Engineers  Department  in  Canada  between  the  25th 
December  1791  and  24th  December  1792. 


1792. 
Janaary  2lBt 


Estimate    for    makiag    gun    carriages,     &c. 

Michilimaiiinac  Detroit  &c  vizt: 

Workmanship ) 

^No.  1- 
Materials ) 

Estimate    for    sundry    repairs    necessary      at 

Detroit: 

Workmanship ) 

[No.  8 
Materials ) 

Estimate    for    repairs    to    Fort   Lernoalt     at 

Detroit: 

Workmanship )  ( 

[  No.  13  .  ] 
Materials )  ( 


137 
141 
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In  Lt.  Govr  Clarke's  No.  66,  of  2d  Feb.  1793. 
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ESTIMATE. 

Quebec  24th  January  1792. 
Estimate  of  the  expence  of    making  the  undermentioned  Garrison  Car- 
riages and  Ordnance  Stores  for  the  Posts  of  Michilimakinac,  Detroit 
and  Niagara,  and    for  the  Vessels  on  the   Lakes   from  the  Return  of 
Major  Stewart,  Commanding  the  Royal  Artillery,  dated  1  January  1792. 

(    6     prs Two 

Garrison  Carriages-!      {  prs Three 

(    S^InHowit Two 

Sling  Cart One 

Hand  Spikes Sixty  Three 

Leavers  Hand  Iron Fourteen 

Barrows  Hand Three 

Carpenters  work £11 — 16 — 9 

Wheelers 3—  5—0 

Smiths 13—17—0 

Painters — 18 — 0 

Sawyers 1—  5—6 

£31—  2—3 
Materials  necessary. 

Fifty  six  cubic  feet  of  Oak 

Four  feet  runng.  Do  16  In.  Diam. 

Twenty  two  feet  cube  of  Ash 

One  hundred  twenty  feet  Hickory  12  In.  Diamr. 

Two  Ash  Plank  12  ft  long  2  in  thick 

Eight  hundred  seventy  six  lbs  Iron 

Three  hundred  lbs  flat  Iron 

Fifty  lbs  I  Bar  Iron 

Thirty  eight  lbs  White  Lead 

Ten  lbs  Black  Paint 

Six  gallons  Linseed  Oil 

Three  quarts  Spirits  of  Turpentine 

Six  lbs  Putty 

One  hundred  6d  Clout  Nails 

Four  Paint  Brushes 
Amounting  to  Thirty  one   Pounds,  Two  Shillings  &  Three  Pence  Cur- 
rency. 

Benjn.  Fisher 

Capt  Commg  Rl  Engrs. 
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1 

P 

1 


Amount  of  Materials 

Thirty  three  Pounds  lis  Sd  Cy. 

Approved,        Alueed  Clarke. 
By  the  Major  General's  Command 

Fkans.  LeMaistee  M.  S. 

N.  B.  The  Carriages  reported  to  be  in  want  of  repairs  at  Niagara  and 
Detroit,  can  not  be  estimated  here  it  is  therefore  proposed  to  send 
directions  to  have  the  work  done,  and  an  Estimate  transmitted  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

At  Niagara. 


At  Detroit. 


rt  \    Travelling  6  Pr.  One 

Carriages     ■{    ^       .        ^  -r.      m 

(    (xarrison  b  Pr.  iwo 


Endorsed:    No.  1,  21et  Jany.  1792. 

Estimate  for  making  Gun  Carriages  &c.  for  Michilimakinac,  Detroit,  and  Niagara,  £31—2—3. 
In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  66,  of  2d  Feb.  1793. 
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SAMUEL   KIEKLAND   TO   COL.   JOSEPH   BEANT. 

Oneida  January  3rd  1792. 
My  deae  Peiend, 

Your  last  friendly  letter  wrote  in  the  Indian  language  from  Grand 
River  I  did  not  receive  till  the  month  of  August,  its  contents 
however  afforded  me  great  pleasure  as  you  still  gave  me  encourage- 
ment of  the  long  expected  and  intended  visit  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, some  time  in  the  course  of  last  Autumn,  you  was  also 
pleased  to  thank  me  for  the  information  I  had  given  you  of  the 
sentiments  and  disposition  of  Congress  towards  the  Indians  within 
their  Jurisdiction,  that  they  had  resolved  to  pursue  such  a  line  of 
conduct  towards  them  for  strict  Justice  and  Humanity,  as  should 
bear   the   light   of  day    &   reflect    honor   on   their  National    character. 

The  disturbed   and   hostile   state   of   things  the  summer  past  in  the 

vicinity  of   the   Miamie   which  called  for  your  interference,   I  suppose 

has   prevented   this   much   desired  visit,   which  I  know  you   have  long 

had   in   contemplation.     You   would   have   heard   from    me   before  this 

46 
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time,  had  I  not  taken  several  journeys  last  fall  for  settling  my 
affairs,  in  order  to  remove  my  family  into  the  neighborhood  of 
Oneida  which  I  have  now  happily  effected,  except  one  of  my  sons 
who  is  still  a  member  of  Dartmouth  College  and  under  the  tuition 
of   your   old   Schoolmaster   Mr   Wheelock. 

I  cannot  get  my  friend,  notwithstanding  all  the  discouragements,  to 
relinquish  the  Idea  of  the  civilization  of  some  of  the  Indian  tribes 
till  one  fair  trial  is  made  upon  a  plan  dift'erent  from  any  that  has 
been  adopted,  that  we  now  begin  with  the  means  that  introduce  to 
the  first  Stages  of  Society,  vizt.  Agriculture,  the  Mechanic  arts,  and 
Common  Schools  for  their  children  in  their  own  country,  perhaps 
three  or  four  promising  geniuses  who  bear  the  marks  of  origin- 
ality may  be  carried  farther  into  the  field  of  science.  I  have 
drafted  a  plan  for  this  purpose,  in  which  plan  are  many  Ideas  I 
collected  from  your  own  observations  upon  the  subject  at  our  last 
interview. 

I  have  the  pleasure  Sir  to  inform  you  that  the  Civilization  of 
the  various  Indian  Tribes  has  become  an  object  of  attention  with 
the  general  government  which  indeed  bears  a  very  different  com- 
plexion from  the  State  Governments  in  regard  to  Indians,  the  Creeks 
&   the   Cherokees   begin    to   feel   the   good   effects   of   it. 

For  this  Establishment  we  are  not  a  little  indebted  to  the  human- 
ity and  wisdom  of  our  illustrious  President,  the  goodness  of  whose 
heart  and  rectitude  of  whose  intentions  are  become  the  admiration 
of  many  kingdoms  and  States,  I  dont  wonder  after  all  the 
great  characters  you  have  seen  in  your  tour  in  Europe,  you  should 
still  indulge  a  curiosity  of  getting  a  look  at  the  great  American 
Chief  Washington,  as  you  once  expressed  it.  I  can  assure  you  I 
think  it  a  laudable  curiosity,  a  certain  foreigner  lately  observed  on 
the  occasion,  that  he  had  been  introduced  to  the  King  of  England 
and  the  King  of  France  but  he  never  felt  the  presence  of  a  man 
before  as  when  introduced  to  President  Washington,  however  my 
friend  he  is  but  a  man  after  all,  nevertheless  a  man  with  whom 
America    &    the    world   are    blesssed. 

You  have  doubtless  before  this  heard  of  the  last  Treaty  held  at 
Newton  point,  by  Coll  Pickering  appointed  Superintendent  from  Con- 
gress, the  Indians  have  told  me  it  was  their  opinion  that  there  had 
not  been  a  treaty  held  with  them  for  the  space  of  fifty  years  which 
had  given  more  general  satisfaction,  Colonel  Pickering  would  have 
been    very    happy    to    have    seen    you    there,   and  I  now    find    he    has 
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expressed  a  desire  that  you  should  accompany  a  delegation  from 
the  Six  Nations  (in  a  message  he  has  had  occasion  lately  to  send 
to  them)  to  the  seat  of^  Government  and  permit  me  my  dear  friend 
to  intreat  you  as  a  friend  to  Indians  to  improve  this  favourable  Junc- 
ture, your  own  personal  merit  will  insure  you  a  cordial  welcome  and 
every  mark  of  respect  you  can  wish. 

I  know  of  no  person  who  is  under  equal  advantages  and  more 
capable  of  contributing  to  the  happiness  and  real  interest  of  the  poor 
Indians  than  you  are — however  I  must  request  a  personal  interview, 
should  your  situation  prevent  the  undertaking  so  long  a  journey  I  will 
meet  you  by  the  20th  Inst  at  Genesee  or  any  place  in  its  vicinity  you 
shall  appoint  that  may  be  most  convenient  these  and  many  things  of 
importance  relative  to  the  Indians  upon  which  I  am  very  desirous 
of  a^conference  with  you,  perhaps  there  never  was  a  time,  my  friend, 
since  you  came  upon  the  stage  of  action,  in  which  you  might  render 
more  essential  service  to  the  cause  of  humanity  than  the  present,  and 
which  invites  you  to  acquire  a  character  equally  conspicuous  for  good- 
ness^of  heart,  as  for  enterprize  and  bravery,  &  finally  to  meet  the 
approbation  of  your  own  conscience  with  the  plaudit  of  your  God. 

Mr  Munroe  intended  to  write   you  but  I  could  not   call   upon    him, 

Mr^Phelps  with     many   of  your   worthy,    will   be   glad  to  see  you  and 

none  more  than 

Dear  Sir 

Your  affectionate  Friend 

&  Father. 

(Signed)  Samuel  Kiekland. 

P  S.  I  hope  you  will  dispatch  the  messenger  with  the  shortest 
delay  should  you  conclude  to  make  the  proposed  visit. 

I  will  accompany  you  in  person  through  the  whole  Tour  should 
you  chose  it,  and  am  not  afraid  to  pledge  my  honour  or  even  my  life 
for  your  safety,  as  to  my  own  feelings  &  the  good  will  I  bear  towards 
both,  to  your  person,  character  and  happiness,  you  want  no  further 
assurances  since  what  passed  betwixt  us  at  Fort  Stanwix. 

Col.  Joseph  Brant. 

Montreal  16th  April  1792. 
A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Chew 


S.  I.  A 


Endorsed:    5. 

In  Lieut.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  29,  of  28th  April  1792. 
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CAPT.   JOSEPH    BRANT   TO   JOSEPH   CHEW. 

Extract   of   a    Letter   from    Captain    Joseph   Brant    to   J.    Chew    S.    I. 

A.  dated   at   the   Grand    River   January    19th    1792. 

"We  are  going  to  assemble  ourselves  on  this  River  in  a  few  days 
"vizt,  the  Grand  River  Indians  &  a  few  Whites  who  live  among 
"us,  in  order  to  try  to  regulate  some  matters  for  the  good  of  the 
"public,  and  wish  to  renew  some  good  old  customs  of  our  Fore- 
'■  fathers. 

"I  believe  we  shall  be  Intirely  Independent  from  the  Buffaloe 
"Creek  Indians,  for  their  present  measures  so  widely  dilYer  from 
"ours,  this  is  the  consequence  of  our  friends  the  English,  stopping 
"those  Indians  from  crossing  the  River  to  our  side,  the  Yankees  lost 
"no  time  in  confirming  them  in  the  mind  to  keep  on  that  side  & 
"making  them  enemies  to  you  and  us." 

"I  have  been  lately  informed  that  some  of  the  members  of  Congress 
"intend  to  invite  me  to  them,  I  understand  it  is  the  opposition  party, 
"who  wish  to  know  which  way  the  Indians  could  be  treated  to  bring 
"about  a  peace  between  them  &  the  States,  I  think  I  shall  go  provided 
"they  send  me  a  strong  Invitation  and  not  otherways. '" 

A.  C. 

Endorsed:    4. 

In  Lieot  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  29,  of  28th  April  1792. 
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Kanawaqea  January  25th  1792. 
My  dear  Friend, 

I  arrived  here  last  Saturday,   but  much    fatigued    with    my    Journey 

having  suflered  a  little  by  the  extreme  cold  weather.      I  had  the  honor 

to  address  you  with    a  lengthy  epistle  from    Oneida  the   3d    instant   in 

which    I    acknowledged    your    favor     wrote    in     the    Indian     Language 

from    the    Grand    River,    I    had    the   pleasure   also   of   informing   you 

that  Colonel  Pickering  Suporintondant  of  Indian  Affairs,  has  requested 

that  you  should  accompany  a  delegation  from  the   Six  Nations  which 

he   invited   to  the  seat  of   Govornmont  in    pursuance  of   the  proposals 

made   in    the    Treaty     held    with    them    at    New    Town    last    Summer. 

I  wrote  you  largely  on  the  subject  of  your  long  intended  &  expected 

visit   to    the    Eastward    which    I     know   you    have   for   some  years  had 

in   contemplation,    I   gave    you    assurances    of   a   kind    reception    and 
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my  word  &  honor  for  your  safety.  As  I  have  received  no  returns 
&  hearing  that  one  of  the  Kunners  was  taken  sick  at  Faghuaivande, 
I  am  apprehensive  that  Colonel  Pickering's  invitation  Speech  accom- 
panied by  my  letter  may  not  have  reached  you.  To  discharge  my 
duty  in  the  trust  committed  to  me,  as  well  as  from  motives  of 
personal  friendship,  I  am  induced  to  hire  Dr.  Allen  to  go  as  an 
Express  with  this  to  Niagara  and  on  condition  you  should  not  be 
at  the  Garrison  to  convey  it  to  you  by  a  trusty  hand  to  the  Grand 
River,  that  I  may  receive  your  answer.  I  am  authorized  to  assure 
you  a  kind  reception,  and  every  mark  of  respect  you  can  desire,  at 
all  events  I  must  request  a  personal  interview  as  there  are  many  mat- 
ters of  importance  relative  to  the  poor  Indians,  a  much  neglected  & 
injured  people  in  general,  upon  which  I  am  exceedingly  desirous  of 
a  conference  with  you.  I  shall  remain  here  &  in  the  vicinity  till  the 
express  returns,  that  I  may  hear  from  you  but  cannot  at  the  same 
time  but  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  once  more  of 
a   personal   interview. 

I   am    my  Dr   Friend 

with   sentiments   of   esteem    &   respect 

Your   obedient   humble   Servant 

(Signed)  S.  Kiekland. 

Col.  Joseph  Brant. 

Endorsed:    6. 

In  Lient.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  29,  of  28  April  1792. 
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Foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids  28th  January  1792. 
Sir, 

I    did   myself   the    honor   of   writing   to   you    by    De  Canque  in   the 

beginning   of   December    last   and    at    the   same  time    inclosed   copies 

of    several   official    Papers,   taken    by   the   Indians   in   the   engagement 

of  the   4th    of    November,    all   of   which    I   hope   you    have    long   ago 

received,   I  have  since   received    several   more   papers  copies  of   which 

are  prepared,   and  will  be  sent  with  this  as  I  mean  to  be  in    Detroit, 

before   the    Express   goes   off — but   I   consider   it   my    duty    to   see   & 

know   the   Temper   &   disposition   of    the    Indians    after    their    recent 

Success,  that   you,   Sir,  and  the  Government   through    you,  should    be 

informed  thereof;  and  I  have  the  highest  satisfaction  in  being  enabled 
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to  communicate,  that  they  appear  more  and  more  attached  to  the 
British  Interest  in  due  proportion  to  the  extreme  hatred  and  antipa- 
thy, which  they  bear  their  enemies;  they  express  great  satisfaction 
that  the  great  spirit  has  permitted  them  to  free  their  women  & 
children   from    the   apprehensions   of   any   immediate   invasion. 

The  scarcity  of  Corn  among  the  Shawanese,  Miamis,  &  l3elawares, 
owing  to  the  great  consumption  when  the  different  Nations  assem- 
bled at  their  Villages  in  the  fall,  and  also  to  the  loss  of  great  part 
of  their  crop  by  the  over  flowing  of  the  River,  has  compelled  these 
Tribes  to  hunt,  for  the  support  of  their  Families,  at  a  time  when 
their  services  were  wanted  by  the  other  nations  to  reduce  the  forts 
which  were  built  by  their  enemies  as  they  advanced,  they  are  how- 
ever now  collecting  &  I  do  not  doubt  of  their  success,  if  they  go 
sufficiently  strong;  they  mean  also  to  hide  or  otherwise  secure  the 
cannon    which    were   left   on    the   field     of   Battle. 

In  order  that  they  may  in  future  be  more  collected  and  less 
subject  to  a  surprize,  they  have  resolved  to  abandon  their  old  vil- 
lages, called  the  Miamis  Towns,  and  are  preparing  to  fix  them- 
selves, within  half  a  day's  march  of  this  place  and  their  most 
earnest  request  to  me  is,  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Corn  may 
be  provided,  for  the  support  of  their  Families  until  they  get  crops 
from  the  lands,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  which  they  mean  to 
plant  in  the  JSpring. 

On  this  subject  I  must  request  your  early  attention,  as  I  shall  be 
under  the  necessity  of  making  a  Requisition  for  five  hundred  Bushels 
for  their  immediate  Subsistence  &  Seed  Corn,  before  I  can  receive  our 
directions  on    this  head. 

By  the  Information  of  several  deserters  from  Fort  Jefferson,  they 
were  in  great  distress  for  Provisions,  but  a  supply  has  since  found 
means  to  get  into  the  Fort,  owing  to  the  Indians  being  obliged  to 
hunt  for  the  support  of  their  Families. 

Should  I  recollect  any    thing    which    you  ought  to  be  informed    of, 

and  wliich  is  omitted  in  this  letter  I  shall  write    again    on  my  arrival 

at  Detroit,   being  with  the  highest  Respect  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient   &   most   faithful   humble  Servant 

(Signed)  Alex.  McKee. 

Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart. 

Eodoreed:     7. 

In  Lieat.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  29,  of  2.Htb  April  1791. 
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PROCEEDINGS   OF   A    PRIVATE   COUNCIL. 

Proceedings    of    a  Private   Council  held  with    the    Chiefs  of    the  Five 

Nations. 

Niagara  Slst  January  1792. 
Present 

Colonel  Gordon,   Commanding  the  Upper  Posts. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler,   Deputy  Agent. 

Captain  Brant 

David  Kerr 

W.   B.   Sheehan 

Wm     Johnston 

The    Onondago  and  Cayuga  Chiefs  &  a  Chief  of  the  Senecas. 

The  Fish  Carrier,   Speaker. 

Brothers, 

We  have  received  a  paper  from  Colonel  Pickering  whom  we  met 
last  year  at  Newton  Point,  accompanied  by  a  Belt,  containing  as  we 
are  told  an  Invitation  for  all  our  Principal  Chiefs  to  meet  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  but  as  it  has  always  been  our  custom  to  ask  the 
advice  of  the  King  our  Father  in  all  matters  of  importance,  we 
are  therefore  come  down  for  that  purpose,  and  hope  Colonel  Gor- 
don   and   the    Deputy    Agent    will    explain   it   fully    to   us. 

Colonel  Gordon  having  read  the  Invitation  to  them,  which  was 
Interpreted  by  Captain  Brant,  proceeded  to  give  them  his  opinion 
as   follows. 

Brothers, 

I  have  considered  with  attention  this  Paper,  and  agreeable  to 
your   request,    will   give    you    my   advice   &    opinion    on   it. 

Brothers, 

You  must  recollect  that  some  time  ago  O'Beale,  one  of  the  Sen- 
eca Chiefs,  in  a  speeob  to  the  Thirteen  Fires  at  Philadelphia  offered 
to  send  some  of  your  children  to  that  place,  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  the  knowledge  of  farming,  of  Smiths  &  Carpenters  work 
— of   Spinning   &    weaving   and    of   Reading   &   writing. 

Brothers, 

In  answer  you  received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  this  offer,  was  in  the  words  following — "You  may  when  you  return 
"from  this  City  to  your  own  Country,  mention  to  your  nation  my 
"desire  to  promote  their  prosperity,  by  teaching  them  the  use  of 
"Domestic   Animals,    and    the    manner   the   White    People  Plough  and 
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"raise  much  Com.  And  if  upon  Consideration  it  would  be  agree- 
"able  to  the  nation  at  large  to  learn  these  valuable  arts,  I  will  find 
"some  means  of  teaching  them  at  such  places  within  iheir  Country 
"as   shall   be   agreed    upon." 

Brothers, 

In  a  speech  delivered  a  few  days  afterwards  by  General  Knox, 
are   the   words   following. 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  thinks  it  will  be  the  best 
"mode  of  teaching  you  how  to  raise  Corn,  by  soiding  one  or  two 
''sober  mm  to  reside  in  your  Xatio7i,  with  proper  Implements  of  Hus- 
"bandry.  It  will  therefore  be  proper  that  you  shou'd  upon  a 
"consultation  appoint  a  proper  place  for  such  persons  to  till 
"the  ground.  They  are  not  to  claim  the  land  on  which  they  shall 
"Plough." 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  thinks  it  will  be  the  best 
"mode  of  teaching  your  children  to  read  and  write,  to  send  a 
''schoolmaster  among  yox,  and  not  for  yon  to  send  your  children 
'^ among  us:  he  will  therefore  look  out  for  a  p)roper  person  for  this 
"business." 

Brothers, 

You  cannot  avoid  observing  that  the  invitation  you  have  at  pres- 
ent received  from  Colonel  Pickering,  is  directly^  contrary  to  what 
the  President  and  General  Knox   formerly   advised   you. 

Brothers, 

As   you    have   asked    my    opinion    and   advice   on    the    present    busi- 
ness,   I    cannot   avoid    telling   you,    that   I   am    afraid  something   more 
is   intended    by  this    Invitation,    than    is   expressed   in    it. 
Brothers, 

When  Friends  speak  and  consult  together,  they  should  disclose 
every  thing  which  they  think  can  be  of  any  benefit  to  either  party. 
I  must  therefore  mention  that  tho'  this  Invitaton  from  Colonel 
Pickering  is  dated  at  Philadelphia,  eight  days  after  they  had 
received  accounts  of  tho  defeat  of  their  army  in  the  Miami  Country, 
yet  they  take  not  the  least  notice  of  that  affair.  Your  own  good 
sense  will  point  out  to  you,  why  they  have  concealed  it,  and  the 
ame  good  se  nee  will  cause  you  to  discover  for  what  purpose  so 
many  of  Your  Chiefs  &  Sachems  are  now  Invited  to  Philadelphia. 
Brothers, 

The  last  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  told  you,  that 
as     tho    King    your   Father    was   at    Peace    with    r»ll    the    world,    so   he 
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wished  his  children  the  Indians  to  be  at  Peace  also.  You  asked 
my  advice  on  going  to  the  Council  at  the  Painted  Post,  and  as 
you  told  me  you  believ'd  your  going  wou'd  assist  in  bringing 
about  a  peace  with  the  American  States,  and  your  Brethren  to  the 
Westward,  I  advised  you  to  go,  you  now  know  whether  the  Coun- 
cil held  at  that  time,  was  of  any  use  in  effecting  that  purpose. 
Brothers, 

If  I  thought  your  going  to  Philadelphia  on  the  present  Invitation, 
had  any  reference  to  so  desirable  an  object,  I  wou'd  advise  you  to 
set  out  immediatety,  but  this  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Invitation. 
You  must  all  remember  that  when  Colonel  Proctor  was  at  Your 
Village  last  year,  pressing  as  many  of  your  Nation  as  possible,  to 
attend  him  to  Fort  Washington,  for  the  purpose  as  he  said,  of 
making  Peace,  you  received  at  the  same  time  an  Invitation  from 
Colonel  Pickering  to  meet  him  at  the  Painted  Post  and  a  written 
message  from  Colonel  St  Clair,  ordering  your  young  men  to  join 
General  Butler,  and  take  up  the  Hatchet  against  your  Western 
Brethren.  You  saw  these  contradictory  messages  as  they  ought  to  be 
seen,    and  none  of  you  went  with  Colonel  Proctor. 

Brothers, 

From  all  these  circumstances  and  the  present  state  of  your  affairs, 
I  think  it  will  be  imprudent  in  you  to  attend  this  Invitation;  In 
advising  you,  I  have  nothing  but  your  Interest  in  view,  which  I  shall 
be  always  happy  to  promote  as  far  as  in  my  power,  and  such  papers 
as  you  bring  to  us,  shall  be  fairly  explained  to  you. 

Brothers, 

You  will  of  course  determine  among  yourselves,  what  to  conclude 
upon. 

The  Fish  Carrier  returned  Colonel  Gordon  thanks  and  proposed 
deliberating  on  the  subject  among  themselves. 

Niagara  3d  February  1792. 

The  Chiefs  having  consulted  among  themselves  on  the  subject  of 
the  Invitation,  the  Fish  Carrier  explained  the  Kesult  of  it  as  follows. 
Brothers, 

We  have  come  to  a  determination  not  to  accept  of  the  Invitation. 

Last  fall  the  Chiefs  agreed  to  hold  a  general  Council  by  themselves 

at  Buffaloe  Creek,   about  this  time,  on  our  affairs,   and  particularly  on 

the    proceedings  of    our   neighbors,   but  many  of    our  chiefs  are  yet  a 
47 
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hunting.  We  have  therefore  sent  a  Runner  to  Genesea,  to  stop  any, 
shou'd  they  be  inclined  to  go  until  the  Council  meets  at  Butfaloe 
Creek. 

We  repeat  our  thanks  for  the  attention  and  advice  of  the  King   our 
Father. 

(Signed)  A.  Gordon. 

Endorsed:    2. 

In  Lt.  Governor  Clarke's  No.  29.  of  28  April  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  335  ] 


TIMOTHY   PICKERING   TO   THE   FIVE  NATIONS. 

To  the  Sachems  Chiefs  &  Warriors  of  the  Five  Nations. 
Brothers, 

In  the  last  Speech  I  made  to  you  at  the  Council  Fire  at  New- 
ton I  proposed  that  a  small  number  of  the  chiefs  should  come  to 
Philadelphia  after  the  Corn  Harvest  to  see  the  Great  Chiefs  and 
the  Great  Council  of  the  United  States  in  order  to  fix  with  them 
the  time  and  manner  of  introducing  among  you  the  knowledge  of 
Farming,  of  Smiths  and  Carpenters  work,  of  Spinning  &  Weaving 
&    of   reading   &    writing. 

Brothers, 

I  gave  you  strong  assurances  that  our  Great  Chief  &  Great  Coun- 
cil would  provide  for  you,  whatever  should  be  necessary  for  those 
purposes,  that  you  might  become  knowing  and  happy  in  the  abun- 
dance of  all  good  things  like  your  brothers  of  the  United  States. 
I  told  you  that  my  words  should  be  true;  and  that  what  I  spoke 
shou'd   come   from    my    heart. 

Brothers, 

I  now  speak  to  inform  you  that  the  great  chief  and  the  Great 
Council  of  the  United  States  are  met  together  and  have  kindled 
a  great  Council  Fire  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  thoy  are  now  ready 
to  talk  with  you,  and  fulfil  all  the  promises  which  I  made  to  you 
in  their  names.  I  therefore  repeat  my  Invitation  to  you  to  Depute 
a  small  number  of  the  chiefs  to  come  to  this  city  for  tho  purpose 
before  mentioned.  And  because  the  business  is  of  great  importance 
to  you  and  to  your  children  it  may  be  best  that  a  few  more  should 
come   than   I    proposed. 
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Below  are  written  the  names  of  a  number  of  Chiefs  whom  I 
wish  to  come,  because  you  appeared  to  put  great  confidence  in 
them.  Those  chiefs  will  be  sufficient  to  manage  the  business  in 
behalf  of  the  Five  Nations  and  the  sooner  they  get  here  the  better, 
that  there  may  be  full  time,  by  the  next  Spring  to  make  all  the 
necessary   preparations   for  your   assistance. 

Brothers, 

Before  I  left  Newton  I  spoke  to  Mr  Jones  to  come  with  you ; 
for  I  saw  that  he  was  a  ready  Interpreter;  and  that  you  liked  to 
have  him  by  your  side.  Peter  Otsiquett^  the  Oneida,  can  also 
interpret  very  well,  and  I  shall  ask  him  to  come  with  you.  Mr 
Kirkland,  I  expect,  will  attend  you,  and  provide  every  thing  nec- 
essary for  you  on  the  way.  He  is  so  good  as  to  undertake  to  have 
this  speech   communicated   to   you. 

Brothers, 

I  am  impatient  for  your  arrival  that  you  may  receive  strong  proofs 
that  the  words  I  used  to  you  were  true — that  they  came  from  my 
heart.  And  that  the  United  States  are  faithful  to  their  engagements. 
Brothers, 

Though  my  Invitation  to  you,  to  come  to  the  late  treaty  at  New- 
ton, was  general,  yet  none  of  the  Mohawks  attended,  and  I  have 
never  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their  Chief  Captain  Brant.  If  it 
should  be  convenient  for  him  to  come  with  the  other  Chiefs,  whom 
I  have  named,  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  him — And  I  am  sure  that 
the  Great  Chief  &  the  Great  Council  of  the  United  States  will 
receive    him    as   a   Friend    &    Brother. 

Brothers, 

That  you  may  know  these  are  my  words  and  trust  to  them,  with 
my  own  hand  (which  you  have  often  seen)  subscribed  them  with 
my  name,  and  with  the  name  you  gave  me,  and  thereto  affixed  my 
seal. 

Done    at    Philadelphia   the    nineteenth    day  of    December   in    the 
sixteenth   year   of   the   Independence   of   the   United   States. 

(Signed)  Timothy  Pickering 

or 
[  L.  s.  ]  Konnehsanty, 
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Names  of  Chiefs. 

Ho-nai-ye-wu8   or   the   Farmers   Brother. 

Honey    Snuquash 

Sau-goo-a-wat-hau    or   Red   Jacket 

Fish-ka-a-ga   or   Little   Billy 

Ka-au-do-wau-nah    or    Big   Tree 

Tau-yon-go-naun-dau-yeh-ta   or   the   Spenoe   Carrier. 

Sau-louk-u-wau-nau   or   Clear   Sky 

Kau-kih-to-touh   or   Thorn    Tree 

0-jea-geh-ta   or   the   Fish    Carrier 

Skenondon    John 

Au-gnee-louh-touh-guos   or   Good    Peter 

Au-dot-gauh-touhs   or   Captain    John 

Sholaghtowan    Captain    Isaac 

Agh-tsigwalisire   Tuscarora   Chief 

Captain  Hendrick     I     ^,     ,,    .,       ^,  •  * 
.  .  (    btockbridee  Chief 

Aupaiimut  )  ® 

A  true  copy.  (Signed)  A.  Gordon. 

Indorsed:    3. 

In  Lieut.  Col.  Clarke's  No.  29,  of  28th  April  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  342  ] 


COL.  A.  GORDON  TO  MAJOR  GENERAL  A.  CLARKE. 

Extract   of     a    letter   from    Colonel    Gordon    Commanding    the    Upper 

Posts  to  His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke, 

dated     Nl\gara  5th  Feby  1792. 

"While  Captain  Brant  was  here,  a  Deputation  from  the  Five  Nations 
resident  at  Buffaloe  Creek  arrived. 

The  accompanying  Papers*  will  explain  to  your  Excellency  the  cause 

of   their    visit,   and    the    measures  I  pursued,   in    consequence  of    their 

urgent  solicitation  to  give  them  my  advice." 

A.  C. 

Indorsed:    1. 

In  Lieat.  Oovr.  Clarke's  No.  29,  of  28th  April  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  334  ] 

*2.  ProceMliDKH  of  a  Conncil.    Niaxara  81st  .Janoary.  1792.    See  pa^e  367. 

8.  Timothy  PickeriDg  to  tiie  Five  Nations.    Hee  pawe  870. 

4.  (apt.  Joseph  Brant  U)  Joseph  Chow,  .S.  I.  A.,  dated  (irand  Rivf»r,  January  19.  1792.    See  pa«e  394. 

ft.  .Samnol  Kirlcland  to  Col.  Joeei>h  Brant,  dated  Uneida,  .lannary  3,  1792.    8e«>  pa^  861. 

6.  Bamuel  Kirklaud  to  Col.  Joseph  Brant,  dated  Kanawoffoa,  .lannary  2.^,  1792.    Bee  page  184. 

7.  Col.  A.  McKee  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  dated  foot  of  Miamiee  Rapids,  2S  January,  1792.    Hee  page  (03. 
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LIEUT.    GOV.    ALURED    CLARKE   TO   HENRY    DUNDAS. 
[  No.  22.  ] 

Quebec  11th  February  1792. 
Sir, 

After  the  late  defeat  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Western  Country,  sundry  original  Letters  from  General  Knox,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  Generals  St  Clair  and  Butler,  together  with 
some  other  papers  were  found  by  the  Indians  and  sent  into  Detroit 
and  have  been  since  transmitted  by  the  oflScer  commanding  that 
Post;  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  Information  Copies,  as 
per  schedule,  of  such  as  appear  in  any  wise  material.  Another  sett 
I  shall  transmit  to  Mr  Hammond  at  Philadelphia  for  his  informa- 
tion, in  order  that  he  may  make  such  use  of  them  as  the  King's 
Interest   may   require. 

The   inclosed    Extracts   of   two   Letters   from    Detroit   and    Niagara 
contain   the   latest   accounts   received   from    the   Upper   Posts. 
I   have   the   honor   to   be   with 

Great   respect  Sir 
Your   most   obedient 

and    most   faithful 

humble   Servant 

Alured  Clabke. 
The  Eight  Honble  Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed:    Qaebec,  11  Feb.  1792. 

Lieut.  Govt.  Clarke  No.  22,  E.  14  Apl. 
(3  IncloBureB)     No.  1— Volnminous. 

[  Q  58-1,  p  112  J 

Schedule  of  Letters  &  Papers  inclosed  in  His  Excellency  Major 
General  Clarke's  letter  of  the  11th  Febry  1792,  to  the  Kt.  Honble 
Henry    Dundas. 

No.  1.  Copy  of  a  Letter  fsom  H.  Knox  Secretary  to  Major  Gen- 
eral  St   Clair  dated   7th    July    1791. 

2  Do.  from  ditto  to  ditto — 21  July,  inclosing  Duplicate  of  a  Let- 
ter  of   14th    July 

3  Do   of   Mr   Thomas   Khea's   intelligence.  • 

4  Copy  of  a  letter  from  H.  Knox  to  Major  Genl  St  Clair  dated 
21st   July. 

5  Do  from    ditto   to   ditto   4th    August 

6  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto   11th   do 

7  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto   18th   do.— 
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8  Do  from  His  Excellency  Genl  Washington  to  Brigr  Genl 
Butler   dated   7th    April   1791. 

9  Do  from  Tobias  Lear  Secretary  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Major  John  Stagg  principal  clerk  in  the  oflBce  of  the 
Secretary    at   War   the   28th    July    1791. 

10.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  H.  Knox  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General    Richard    Butler   of   10th    March    1791. 

11  Do   from   ditto   to   ditto   21    April 

12  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto   5   May 

13  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto   12th    do 

14  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto   19th    do 

15  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto  2()th    do 

16  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto   Ist   June 

17  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto  ditto 

18  Do   from    ditto   to   ditto   9th    do 

19  Return  of  Ordnance  &  Military  Stores  Medicines  &c  for- 
warded   to   Pittsburg   for   the   use   of   the   Troops — 

20  Return    of   Troops   marched    to   Fort   Pitt   1791. 

21  Copy  of  a  Letter  fromjH.  Knox  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General   Butler   dated    16th    June     1791. 

22  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  H.  Knox  Secretary  of  War  to  M.  G. 
Butler   dated    14th    July    1791. 

23  Do   from    do   to   do    21    July    1791 

24  Do   from    do   to   do   do 

25  Do   from   do   to   do   28   do 

26  Do   from    do   to   do   4   Augt 

27  Do   from    do   to   do   11th   do 

28  Do   from    do   to   do   18   do 

29  Do   from    do   to   do   25  do 

30  Do   from  'do   to   do   1    Sept 

31  Do  from  John  Stagg  Junr  Chf,  Clk  War  Dept  to  M.  Genl 
Butler   date   23rd    May    1791. 

32  Do   from    Do   to   Do   2d    June 

33  Do   from    Do   to    Do   9   Sept 

34  Queries  proposed  by  Capt.  Hendrick  Aupaumut  Chief  of  the 
Muh-he-connuk  (a  Stockbridge)  tribe  of  Indians  and  answers  to  those 
Queries  to  those  questions  by  Col  Pickering  Commissr  in  behalf  of 
the   United    States   dated    June    27th    1791. 

35  Jacob  Slough's  certificate   of    Rhea  to   Major    Genl.    Butler  &o. 

36  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  M.  G.  Butler  to  Lt.  JetFers  2()th  July 
1791. 
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37  Do   from    Lt.  Jeffers   to   M.   Genl.  Butler   16th   Augt. 

38  Extract   of     a    Speech    sent   to    Cohocto    where    the    Council   is 
held   4   July    1791. 

39  Copy  of    a  Letter  from    D.   Bartzchie    to   Capt.   Slough  5  July. 

40  Extract   of  a  Letter    from    Col.   Pickering    to    the    Secretary    of 
War  16th  July  1791— 

41  Copy    of   a   Letter   from  Col.    Wm    Darke  to   Mrs   Sarah    Darke 
1st   Nov.   1791. 

42  Do   from    Do   to   Col.  John   Morow   ditto. 

Eodoreed:    Schedule  of  Letters  &  Papers  &c. 

In  Lieut.  Gov.  Clarke's  of  11th  Feby.  1792. 
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MAJOR   JOHN   SMITH   TO  MESSES.   GEO.   LEITH  &  CO. 

Dear  SiE;  Miamis  14th  Feby  1792. 

Since  writing  you  last  I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate,  but 
that  a  general  discontent  seems  to  prevail  among  the  Indians,  as 
they  are  made  believe  they  are  deceived  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. This  discontent  proceeds  from  some  inflamatory  Speeches  that 
Pacaus  gang,  or  the  Delaware  King  has  brought  from  the  Illinois, 
they  say  they  are  now  certain  that  the  English  have  deceived  them, 
&  that  they  will  hearken  no  longer  to  any  promises  they  may 
make  them.  The  Speeches  with  a  large  belt  of  Wampum  are  yet 
at  the  River  Languille,  &  will  be  delivered  here  some  time  hence, 
it  was  one  of  the  Chiefs  from  that  place  who  told  Lafontaine  the 
secret,  he  said  the  time  was  not  far  off  when  the  White  Elk  would 
be  no  more,   as  soon   as   the   Kikapoos  came  up  to  go   to  the   Rapids. 

The  Miamis  &  Delawares  all  go  to  the  Illinois  in  the  Spring  & 
I  imagine  the  sooner  we  are  off  this  ground  the  better,  if  not 
assisted  soon,  adieu  to  the  Indian  Trade;  We  are  under  great 
apprehensions  here,  &  if  Government  does  not  take  an  active  part 
with    them,    we   will   be   the   victims. 

P.  S.  You  no  doubt  may  think  I  am  rather  credulous.  If  I  am  so 
I'm  not  alone,  to  hear  their  manner  of  talking  at  present  would  stag- 
ger the  bravest  of  you  in  our  situation. 

A  true  copy.        (Signed)        John  Smith 
Messrs.  Geo  Leith  &  Co.  Major  5th  Regt. 

Endorsed:    C.    2-9. 

In  Lt.  Qovr.  Clarke's  No.  30,  of  26th  May  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  379  ] 
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GEO.    IRONSIDE    TO   COL.    A.    MC  KEE. 

MiAMis  14th  February  1792. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  what  was  told  Mr  Lafon- 
taine   by    one   of   the   Miamis   Chiefs — the    River   L'Anguille. 

The  Americans  or  Spaniards  have  sent  some  Speeches  by  the 
Wabash ;  with  a  very  large  Belt  of  Wampum  to  the  Nations  in  this 
quarter  telling  them  that  they  may  plainly  see  that  the  English  are 
deceiving  them  in  putting  them  otf  with  vain  promises,  that  they 
are  as  much  their  enemies,  under  the  mask  of  Friendship,  as  the 
Americans,  they  furnish  them  with  Ammunition  &  set  them  on  as 
they  would  a  parcel  of  Dogs  wishing  them  to  destroy  each  other — 
while   they    themselves   sit   spectators. 

The  same  Miami  told  Lafontaine  that  the  time  was  not  far  otf 
when  Wiabimeshaweig  would  be  no  more,  that  they  only  waited  the 
arrival  of  the  Kikapoos  to  go  to  the  Rapids  &  put  their  designs 
in    execution. 

The  Delaware  King  lately  from  the  Illinois  is  very  much  discon- 
tented, he  told  in  my  presence  that  he  was  convinced  that  they 
were  betrayed  and  would  hearken  no  longer  to  any  promises  that 
the  British  Government  would  make  them,  that  every  one  of  his 
nation  would  leave  this  place  next  summer  for  the  Illinois  where 
they  could  live  in  peace;  In  short  a  general  dissatisfaction  reigns 
among  them  &  these  reports  have  so  inflamed  their  minds  against 
the  English  that  if  they  are  not  actually  assisted  soon  the  conse- 
quence will  be  they  will  turn  their  Tomahawk  upon  us  and  the 
unfortunate   Traders   will   be   the   first   victims    of    their   cruelty. 

The  above  speeches  were  brought  by  the  Miamis  or  Delawares  from 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Indian  told  Lafontaine,  would  be  delivered 
here   some   time   hence. 

The  Shawanese,    I  believe,   as  yet  know  nothing   of    it.     That  there 

is   some    secret    affair    in    agitation    is   past   all   doubt    &    if   anything 

further   comes   to   my    knowledge   I    will   inform    you    of   it. 

I   have   the   Honor   to   be   &c 

(Signed)  Geo.  Ironside. 

Col.  McKee. 

Eadoned:    C.    S— 10. 

la  Lt.  Kovr.  Clarke's  No.  30,  of  26  Ma;  1792. 

[  g  59  2,  p  381  ] 


LIEUT.   GOV.  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO   HENRY  DUNDAS.  SECY.         377 
LIEUT.    GOV.   J.    G.    SIMCOE   TO   HENRY   DUNDAS,   SEO'Y. 

[  No.  4.  ]  Quebec  Feby  16th  1792. 


Sir, 


The  recent  defeat  of  Mr.  St  Clair  may  be  productive  of  beneficial 
consequences  to  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada,  by  terminating 
the  war  upon  equitable  terms  between  the  American  Indians  &  the 
United  States;  should  Mr.  Hammond  be  authorized  to  offer  media- 
tion on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  effect  this  desirable  purpose, 
&  be  able  to  make  it  so  publickly  and  so  avowedly,  that  the  offer 
cannot  be  concealed  by  Mr.  Washington  or  the  Congress  from  their 
subjects  on  the  one  hand  &  on  the  other,  that  the  American  Indians 
may  clearly  perceive  that  they  have  the  wishes  of  Great  Britain  for 
their  prosperity  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  that  strict  and  inviolable 
neutrality  which  must   invariably   regulate   her  conduct. 

The  papers  which  General  Clarke  will  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  will  I  trust  confirm  those  ideas  I  have  formerly 
submitted  to  you  relative  to  the  Indians;  and  that  a  central  force 
established  in  the  Capital  of  Upper  Canada  will  be  indispensibly 
necessary,  not  only  to  protect  the  Companies  while  they  shall  be 
employed  in  opening  the  more  distant  communications,  but  to  watch 
over  the  American  Indians  whose  affections  may  be  alienated  from 
us  by  our  strict  neutrality,  or  seduced  by  the  unwearied  efforts  of 
the  subjects  of  the  United  States,  among  whom  they  principally 
reside.  In  particular,  should  the  barrier  Forts;  Niagara,  which  as 
the  letters  I  allude  to  intimate,  commands  the  affections  of  the  Five 
Nations,  &  Detroit,  which  secures  those  of  the  Western  Indians  be 
given  up  to  the  United  States;  it  is  obvious  that  new  arrangements 
of  more  considerable  force  will  be  necessary  to  protect  the  infant 
colony  from  incursions  of  a  people  who  cannot  be  struck  at  in 
their  own  places  of  residence  without  involving  in  it  the  question 
by  what  right  British  Troops  shall  enter  into  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States?  a  question,  which  in  the  hands  of  the  present  gov- 
ernors of  the  United  States  would  be  resolved  &  enlarged  into 
"quality  and  magnitude,  sufficient  to  impress  that  people  &  the 
"world  at  large  of  the  rank  injustice  &  unfairness  of  such  a  pro- 
"cedure"  it  is  to  guard  against  the  probability  of  these  Events  & 
as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  them,  that  I  have  always  wished 
18 
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for  a  central  force  a  part  of  which,  the  new  Corps,  must  be  trained 
to  the  peculiar  Services  the  Country  requires,  &  which  collaterally, 
in  case  it  should  be  determined  to  preserve  the  barrier  posts  may 
contribute  to  that  end,  &  this  is  now  become  the  subject  of  serious 
contemplation,  since  it  is  proved  that  Mr.  St  Clair  was  to  have  estab- 
lished "with  a  strong  hand"  a  post  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit  upon 
the  Indian  Territory,  cV:  which  both  in  manner  &  purpose,  according 
to  European  politicks  would  be  deemed  a  most  dangerous  aggression. 
I  am  very  sorry  that  the  not  being  able  to  act  in  Upper  Canada 
either  in  a  Civil  or  Military  Capacity  has  hitherto  prevented  me 
from  going  into  the  Government;  every  report  that  I  have  from 
it   is   of   the   most   favorable   cast; 


Your   most   obt  &   most   hb.    St. 


J.   G.    SiMCOE. 


To  the  Rt.  Honble  Henry  Dundas,  &c. 

one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  "Whitehall. 


Endorsed:    Qaebec  16th  Feb.  1702. 
Lieat.  Govr.  Simcoe  No.  4. 
B.  14  April.       Three  Encloaores. 


[  Q  278,  p  44  ] 


CHARLES    BAUBIN    TO    MAJOR    JOHN    SMITH. 

Rapid  du  Loup  18th  February  1792. 
Sib, 

Allow  me  to  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  of  what  has  hap- 
pened in  our  neighborhood.  We  have  in  the  Miarais  Country  a 
number  of  vagabonds  who  annoy  the  Indians  by  their  advice  and 
bad  example,  exciting  them  to  rob  the  traders  and  make  them  give 
up  their  goods  for  nothing  on  account  of  their  threats  so  that  the 
loyal  subjects  of  His  Majesty  cannot  travel  in  .safety  as  experience 
shows  us.  I  have  this  moment  been  threatened  by  a  man  &  robbed 
&  I  implore  your  authority  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  travel  in 
safety.         I    have   the   honor   to   be 

Your   very    humbli^  obedient    servant 

(Signed)  Ch.  Baubin. 

To  Mr.  Smith,  Major  Commanding  at  Detroit. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  38:i  ] 
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H.    KNOX,   SEO'Y   of   WAR,   TO   CAPT.    JOSEPH    BRANT. 

Copy   of   a  Letter  from   General   Knox   to   Captain   Brant. 

War  Department,  Philadelphia,  Feby  25th  1792. 
Sir, 
Colonel  Pickering  who  had  some  communications  with  the  Senecas, 
and  others  of  the  Six  Nations  during  the  last  two  years,  was  duly 
authorized  to  invite  you  to  visit  this  city,  in  order  to  consult  you 
upon  the  best  means  of  civilizing  and  advancing  the  happiness  of 
the   Indians. 

Some  Information  has  been  recently  received  from  Mr.  Kirkland, 
intimating  your  disposition  to  perform  the  visit  but  declining  to 
do   it,    upon    the   former  invitation    as   not   being   sufficiently    explicit. 

I  now  repeat  to  you  this  invitation,  accompanied  with  a  wish 
that  you  would  repair  to  this  City,  which  is  the  seat  of  tbe  Gen- 
eral Government;  and  I  assure  you  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  will  be  highly  gratified  by  receiving  and  conversing  with  a 
chief  of  such  eminence  as  you  are,  on  a  subject  so  interesting  and 
important  to    the   human   race. 

This  Invitation  is  given  to  you  from  the  fairest  motives.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  is  conscious  of  the  purest  disposition 
to  promote  generally  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  and  he  flatters  him- 
self that  proper  occasions  only  are  wanting  to  impress  them  with 
the  truth  of  this  assertion.  He  considers  your  mind  more  enlight- 
ened than  theirs,  and  he  has  hopes  that  your  mind  is  filled  with 
a   true   desire   to   serve   the   essential    Interests   of    your   Countrymen. 

The  United  States  much  against  the  Inclination  of  the  Govern- 
ment, are  engaged  in  hostilities  with  some  of  the  Western  Indians. 
We  on  our  parts  have  enter'd  into  it  with  reluctance  and  consider  it 
as  a  war  of  necessity,  not  as  it  is  supposed  and  industriously  propo- 
gated  by  many,  for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  more  land,  than 
has  been  ceded  by  Treaty  with  the  Indians,  since  the  peace  with 
Great  Britain. 

We  are  desirous  of  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion,  not  from  any  appre- 
hension as  to  a  favorable  result,  because  by  a  comparison  of  Forces, 
however  troublesome  a  perseverance  therein  may  be  to  us,  it  must  be 
utter  destruction  to  the  hostile  Indians.  We  are  desirous  for  the  sake 
of  humanity  of  avoiding  such  a  catastrophe. 

This  is  the  main  business  which  will  be  mentioned  to  you  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  an  object  worthy  of  the  best  cul- 
tivated  head   and    heart.     If    you    shou'd    enter  into   this   view,    Mr. 
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Kirkland    has   directions   to   concert    with    you   the    most    satisfactory 
mode   of   your   performing   the   Journey. 

The   nature   of    the    case    will    shew   the    necessity   of   your   coming 
without   delay,    if  you  incline   to   accept   the   Invitation. 
I    am,   Sir,  With    esteem 

Your   most   obedient    humble   Servant 

(Signed)  Knox 

Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  <fe  Indian  Affairs. 
To  Captain  Joseph  Brant. 

Indorsed:    A.  1. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  30.  of  26th  May  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  362  ] 


MAJOR   JOHN    SMITH    TO   COL.    A.    GORDON. 

Extract  of   a  Letter  from  Major  John  Smith  5th  Regiment  to  Colonel 

Andrew    Gordon 

dated    Detroit  3rd  March  1792. 

"Little   has   transpired   from    the   Miami   Country  since  the   Action; 

report    again    says    that    Fort    Jefferson    is   evacuated,    and     that    the 

Americans   came   with    slays  to   endeavor   to    bring   off   their   cannon, 

which   they   could   not   discover.     The   original    Instructions   from   the 

Secretary   at   War,    to   Genl.    St.    Clair,    were    brought   in    last   night, 

they    are   voluminous,    but   will    be   copied    for    you,    to   go   down    by 

the   first   vessel,    enclosed    is   a   small   extract  from    them." 

Eodoraed:    C.  6.      13. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  80,  of  26  May  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  387  ] 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE   TO   SIR    JOHN    JOHNSON. 

Detroit  5th  March  1702. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  the  Mohawks  who  attended  Hazel  hither  from  the  Grand 
River,  and  who  set  out  hence  this  day,  I  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  writing  to  you  by  them,  and  acquainting  you  with  the  most 
material  circumstances  of  Indian  Affairs  in  these  parts  since  my 
last  to   you. 

I  received  Information  n  few  days  ago  that  lielts  were  lnt«>ly  sent  to 
the  Miarais  Nations  of  very  bad  tendency  towards  the  English,  and  that 
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a  Delaware  who  is  stiled  a  King  arrived  there  with  Speeches  inviting 
them  to  leave  the  country  and  go  with  him  to  the  Ilinois  where  they 
can  live  at  peace,  to  which  they  seemed  to  listen,  more  particularly 
his  own  nation,  the  above  speeches  have  caused  great  confusion 
amongst  the  Indians  in  general; — 

I  have  in  consequence  therefore  dispatched  Captain  Elliott  to  the 
Miamis  to  learn  the  truth  of  this  information  and  sent  corn  and 
other   provisions   by    him   to    be  distributed  amongst   them. 

I  have  just  received  by  a  Scout  from  the  Glai/e  the  Secretary 
of  War's  Instructions  to  Genl  St  Clair  which  shall  be  copied  and 
sent  you  by  the  first  conveyance,  they  were  got  with  much  difficulty 
from  George  White  Eyes,  who  I  understand,  has  a  great  many 
more  papers  which  I  expect  Captain  Elliott  will  bring  with  him. 
Burns  who  accompanied  White  Eyes  was  examined  by  the  Indians 
at  their  Council  &  suffered  death  by  the  Hatchet,  the  same  Scout 
brings  accounts  of  the  advanced  Posts  from  Fort  Washington  being 
evacuated.  I  have  also  information  of  five  Chippewas  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Lake  being  taken  by  a  party  of  Seneoas  &  Americans  & 
carried   to   Fort   Pitt. 

This   is   all    I    have    to    communicate    at    present,    as    soon    as   an 

opportunity    offers    after    Capt.    Elliott's    return,    you    shall    be  duly 

apprised   of   this   intelligence,    in  the   meantime,  I   am   dear   Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

(Signed)  A.  MoKee. 

Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart. 

Endorsed  :    D.  U. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  30,  of  26  May  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  388  ] 


LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE   TO   HENRY    DUNDAS,   SEC'Y. 

[  No.  5.  ]  Quebec  March  10th  1792. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  requesting  your  explanations  &  directions 
upon  the  authority   of   the  Superintendant  General  of   Indian  Affairs. 

By  the  commission  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  it  rather  appears  to  me, 
that  he  is  m.eant  to  be  solely  responsible  to  the  officer  Commanding 
in  chief  the  Forces  in  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  but  by  an  extract 
of   your  letter   of  the   16   September   1791   it   should    appear,    that   he 
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was  intended  by  this  commission  to  be  subjected  "to  the  Command 
"&  Controul  of  such  officers  as  His  Majesty  from  time  to  time  shall 
"think  fit  to  entrust  with  the  Government  of  either  of  those 
"Provinces. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  reasons  which  have  formerly  induced 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  to  appoint,  &  to  continue  the  office  of 
Superintendant  General,  &  tho"  in  some  respects,  many  of  them 
are  now  done  away,  yet  the  principal  one  remains  at  this  particu- 
lar crisis  in  greater  force  than  ever;  The  Influence  &  authority 
which  that  office  has  necessarily  acquired  over  the  minds  of  the 
Savages,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  will  be  put  to  the  fullest  proof. 
In  such  a  situation  of  affairs  I  am  by  no  means  desirous  of  dimin- 
ishing The  responsibility  of  that  office  &  attaching  it  to  my  own, 
either  as  Civil  Governor,  or  as  Commanding  His  Majesty's  Forces 
in  Upper  Canada;  but  there  are  instances  in  which  it  appears  to 
me,  to  be  proper  for  the  public  welfare.  That  the  Superintendant' 
General  &  those  who  derive  their  authority  from  him,  should  be 
subject  to  the  Command  of  the  Civil  Government  of  Upper  Canada; 
and  many  of  those,  without  doubt  occurred  to  you,  Sir,  when  you 
wrote   the    Letter   to   which    I   have   alluded. 

I  have  therefore  to  solicit  from  you  in  such  mode,  as  you  shall  deem 
proper,  an  explanation  upon  this  subject — and  I  am  very  anxious 
for  your  directions  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  in  consequence  of 
its  appearing  to  me  to  be  of  infinite  importance  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony  of  Upper  Canada  to  purchase  a  tract  of  Land  from 
the   Indians   of   which   I   shall   subjoin  a  more   particular  description. 

In  accomplishing  this  purchase,  of  whose  advantages  the  civil 
Government  of  Upper  Canada  must  naturally  be  the  best  judge,  & 
certainly  responsible  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  for  the  propriety 
of  the  act,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  proper,  or  usual  that 
such  Civil  Government  should  be  subordinate  to  the  Officer  who 
shall  command  in  Chief  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  America,  but  that 
directions  should  be  issued  by  its  own  authority,  to  the  Superin- 
tendant (General  of  Indian  Affairs  to  carry  into  execution  Its  orders 
agreeable  to  the  General  Spirit  of  his  Instructions  and  in  the  cus- 
tomary   manner   of   his   own  department. 

The  Land  I  allude  to,  is  situated  on  a  carrying  place  from  Sturgeon 
Bay  into  another  part  of  the  Lake  Huron,  to  avoid  the  doubling  of  a 
dangerous  point  in  Lake  Huron.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  distance  I 
am    from    Upper  Canada   &    in    truth    the  very    little   information    that 
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any  traders  can  give,  excepting  on  those  particular  points  in  which 
they  are  interested,  prevent  me  from  offering  a  more  decisive  opin- 
ion upon  the  situations  in  That  Country;  but  I  have  met  with 
nothing  but  what  confirms  me  in  the  propriety  of  the  Plans  which 
I   have   heretofore   submitted    to   you. 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  enclosing  to  you  a  sketch  of  part  of 
Upper  Canada  by  which  you  will  see  where  the  Indian  Title  is 
extinct  by  British  Purchases  &  where  it  exists  in  its  original 
possessions. 

The  land  which  I  wish  to  purchase  to  form  in  all  views  a  most 
desirable   Settlement,    is   distinctly   colonied. 

I  conceive  that  the  present  summer  will  afford  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity for  the  accomplishment  of  This  purchase  as  a  number  of 
Indians  will  necessarily  be  assembled  to  receive  Their  customary 
presents  &  will  be  fully  acquainted.  That  the  new  Government  of 
Upper  Canada  will  not  suffer  any  Encroachments  to  be  made  upon 
the  Lands  which  they  have  not  sold,  but  which  will  be  preserved  for 
their  comfort  and  satisfaction;  a  reservation  that  in  my  judgment  will 
be  highly  advantageous  to  Upper  Canada.  I  have  also  marked  the 
Lands  which  have  been  promised  to  Brant  and  other  Indians,  They 
have  been  surveyed  for  that  purpose  &  I  have  given  him  assurances 
that  it  will  be  the  earliest  object  of  my  care  to  fulfill  Lord  Dor- 
chester's intentions  in  that  respect,  I  conceive  it  to  be  particularly 
unfortunate  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  my  Administration  will  be 
the  Trial  of  two  Indians  connected  with  this  Chief  on  a  charge 
of   murder. 

I   do  myself   the  honor  of    enclosing  a  copy  of   Sir  John  Johnson's 
Commission,    together   with   the  Extract   to   which    I   allude. 
I   have   the     honor   to   be   with    the   utmost   respect. 
Sir  Your   most   obedient 

and   faithful   Servt.  • 

J.    G.    SiMCOE. 

To  the  Rt.  Honble  Henry  Dundas 

one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State  &c.  Whitehall. 

Endoreed:    Qaebec,  10th  March  1792. 

Lieut.  Govr.  Simcoc,  R.  18  May.    No.  5.    Three  EncloBores. 

[  Q  278,  p  90  ] 
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HENRY    DUNDAS   TO    LIEUT.    GOV.    A.    CLARKE. 

Whitehall  16th  March  1792. 
Lieut.  Gov.  Clarke,  Sir, 

I  transmit  you  inclosed  Copies  of  Lord  Granville's  Letter  to  Mr 
Hammond,  and  of  mine  to  Lord  Dorchester,  respecting  the  views 
of  His  Majesty's  Servants  as  connected  with  the  present  Disputes, 
subsisting   betwixt  the   Indians   &    the   American    States. 

You  will  observe  that  Mr.  Hammond  is  authorized  to  propose  His 
Majesty's  good  oflBces  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Peace 
between  them,  on  the  principle  of  securing  to  the  latter  such  a 
Territory  as  in  those  Letters  is  particularly  stated.  You  will  there- 
fore on  the  Receipt  of  this  Letter  lose  no  time  in  sending  in  con- 
junction with  Lieut  Governor  Simcoe  to  Mr.  Hammond  such  a  Per- 
son, &  in  transmitting  from  him  such  Documents  as  may  in  the 
progress  of  his  Negotiation  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  him, 
in  forming  from  the  relative  situations  of  all  the  Parties  concerned, 
a  proper  Judgement  &  Estimation  of  the  Territory,  which  it  may 
be  proposed  to  secure  to  the  Indians,  and  in  correctly  ascertaining 
the   different   boundaries   &    Limits   thereof. 

I  recommend  it  to  you  to  entrust  Mr.  Givens,  the  Bearer  of  this 
Dispatch,  to  convey  such  Documents  and  papers  to  &  from  Mr 
Hammond   as   may   be  necessary   pending   the   Negotiation. 

The  account  Lord  Dorchester  has  given  to  me  of  Mr.  McKee  of 
the  Indian  Department  at  Detroit  of  his  local  knowledge  and  Informa- 
tion, and  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Interests  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  in  that  quarter  points  him  out  as  a  proper  per- 
son to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Hammond  but  if  any  circumstance  should 
deprive  you  of  his  services,  you  will  procure  such  other  person,  as 
you    may    Judge   best   qualified   for   the    employment. 

I   am    &c  (Sgnd)  Henry  Dundas. 

P.  S.  You  will  upon  consultation  with  Lieut  Govr  Simcoe  accord- 
ing to  your  direction,  either  give  Directions  for  Mr.  McKee  to  come 
to  you  from  Detroit  with  such  Charts  and  Documents  as  may  be 
of  service  in  forming  the  best  opinion  on  the  subject  matter  of 
the  intended  negotiation,  or  you  will  transmit  by  Mr.  Givens  such 
Directions  &  Instructions  to  Mr.  McKee  at  Detroit  as  may  enable 
him  to  go  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  should  the  same  be  deemed 
practicable.  H.  D. 

Endoraod: 

Drat  to  Lient.  QoTernor  (Jlarke,  26  March  1702. 
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OAPT.    A.    GORDON    TO    CAPT.    JOSEPH   BRANT. 

Niagara  20tli  March  1792. 
My  dear  Friend, 

The  Pacquet  which  I  now  send  you  was  brought  here  by  a  Doctor 
Allen   from    Canadasaga. 

I  do  not  know  the  contents,  further  than  the  Bearer  tells  me; 
it  is  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  war  of  the  United  States, 
inviting   you     to   Philadelphia   on    matters    of   consequence. 

Your  own  good  sense  will  best  dictate  the  answer  you  ought  to 
return. 

Shou'd  it  have  a  reference  to  the  bringing  about  a  Peace  with  the 
Western  Indians,  I  cannot  conceive  that  Philadelphia  is  the  place 
where  a  conference  of  so  much  moment  ought  to  be  held;  as  it  is 
evident  none  of  the  Western  Indians,  whose  dearest  Interests  are  con- 
cerned in  the  event  can  be  present,  and  if  any  steps  are  taken  by  the 
Six  Nations  without  their  concurrence,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  it  will 
give  rise  to  Jealousies,  which  may  be  attended  with  disagreeable 
consequences  hereafter. 

If  the  United  States  have  at  length  seriously  determined  to  do 
Justice  to,  and  make  Peace  with  the  Western  Indians,  a  general  coun- 
cil should  be  convened  in  some  convenient  situation^  where  Deputies 
from  all  the  Nations  concerned,  as  well  as  Commissioners  on  the  Part 
of  Great  Britain  &  America  can  be  assembled.  The  views  of  all 
parties  would  there  be  clearly  defined ;  an  accurate  boundary  ascer- 
tained; past  Acts  of  hostility  buried  in  oblivion,  and  such  measures 
adopted  as  would  tend  to  establish  permanent  peace  and  friendship, 
on   a   solid   &   equitable    basis. 

In  the  many  conversations  we  have  had  on  this  subject,  we  have 
generally  agreed,  that  from  the  line  of  conduct  the  United  States 
have  hitherto  pursued,  it  did  not  appear  they  had  this  object 
seriously  in  view  and  I  am  sorry  to  observe  from  the  mode  of 
Proceeding  on  the  present  occasion,  there  is  but  too  much  reason 
to    Suspect,    they    have   not   yet   seen    their   error. 

In  almost  every  transaction  they  have  had  with  the  Six  Nations 
during  the  course  of  the  last  two  years,  there  has  appeared  a 
Duplicity  and  Inconsistency,  on  which  it  is  impossible  to  put  a 
liberal   construction. 

The   Six   Nations,    in   the    present   critical   situation   of   affairs    with 

their    Western   Brethren,   ought    to   be    extremely    cautious   how   they 

involve   themselves   either   one   way   or   another. 
49 
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Great  Britain  is  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  and  it  is  there- 
fore anxiously  wished  that  her  friends  the  Indians  in  General,  shou'd 
be  so  likewise;  every  advice  which  has  been  given  to  them,  had 
that  object  in  view;  and  I  still  hope  the  period  is  at  no  great 
distance,  when  this  desirable  event  will  be  finally  accomplished,  on 
equitable   Terms,    and    to   the   mutual   satisfaction    of   all  parties. 

I  have  thus,  my  dear  Friend,  been  induced  to  give  you  my 
privaic  opinion  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded 
you  will  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  that  will  deserve  the  approbation 
of  your   Brethren   and   Friends. 

Accept  my  sincere  good  wishes,  and  believe  me,    with  much  regard. 

Your   friend 

(Signed)  A.  Gordon. 

To  Captain  Joseph  Brant    ) 
Grand  River.  ) 

P.  S.  I  understand  some  of  the  Senecas  from  BufiPaloe  Creek,  are 
gone  to  Philadelphia  on  Coll  Pickerings  former  invitation,  which  I 
am    told    causes   much    uneasiness   in    the    Village. 

A.  G. 

Indorsed:    A.  2.    3. 

In  Lieut.  Govr.  Clarke'8  No.  30,  of  26th  May  1792. 
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LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  HENRY  DUNDA8. 

London  23d  March  1792. 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  a  plan,  in  the  coi\- 
templation  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  for  putting  an  end  to  the  present 
unhappy  contests  between  the  American  States  and  the  Indians,  and 
for  securing  a  permanent  friendship  between  them,  as  well  as  between 
those  States  and  Great  Britain,  by  the  establishment  of  such  boun- 
daries between  their  respective  territories,  as  shall  appear  best  cal- 
culated to  answer  these  important   objects. 

The  principle  laid  down,  "that  His  Majesty  and  the  American 
"States,  should  join  in  securing  exclusively  to  the  Indians  a  certain 
"portion  of  territory  lying  between,  and  extending  the  whole  length 
"of  the  lines  of  their  respective  frontiers,  within  which  both  parties 
"should  stipulate  not  to  suffer  their  subjects  to  retain  or  acquire   any 
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*'lands  whatever,"  is  undoubtedly  extremely  advisable  to  be  adopted, 
as  far  as  possible,  that  is,  as  far,  as  there  are  Indians  who  have 
claims  to  be  attended  to,  and  who  are  capable  of  occupying  the 
ground,    that    may    be   set   apart   for   them. 

This  is  clearly  the  case  with  respect  to  the  western  country,  the 
immediate  object  of  the  present  warfare,  and  also,  though  perhaps 
with  some  exceptions,  in  regard  to  that  territory,  which  extends 
along  the  Southern  and  South  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  and 
the  upper  part  of  the  St.   Lawrence. 

As  to  the  Western  Country,  if  the  Line  pointed  out  by  the 
Indians,  as  reported  in  my  Letter  to  Lord  Grenville  No  102  shall 
be  adopted  as  the  boundary  between  them  and  the  United  States, 
so  that  the  Country  to  the  North  West  of  it  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Lakes,  shall  be  secured  exclusively  to  the  Indians, 
and  remain  neutral  ground  in  respect  to  Great  Britain  and  the  States, 
peace  between  them  and  the  Indians  will  not  only  be  restored  imme- 
diately, and  established  upon  a  solid  foundation,  but  every  ground 
of  jealousy  between  Great  Britain  &  the  States,  relative  to  that 
Oountry,  will  be  removed  &  the  Trade  with  the  Indians,  in  regard 
to  both  parties,   placed  upon  a  fair  and  equal  footing. 

From  the  termination  of  the  line  just  mentioned,  eastward  along 
the  Southern  and  Southeastern  shores  of  Lake  Ontario  and  ths 
Upper  part  of  the  St  Lawrence,  it  is  difficult  here  to  point  out 
a  precise  boundary  proper  to  be  adopted,  because  the  question 
relative  to  these  districts,  which  are  not  now  the  object  of  war, 
was  not  brought  forward  by  the  deputation  which  came  to  Quebec 
in  August  last,  But  though  this  Country  is  not  the  object  of  the 
present  war,  it  may  become  the  source  of  future  hostilities  between 
the  States  and  the  Indians,  unless  the  just  claims  and  interests  of 
the  different  nations  of  that  quarter  are  ascertained,  and  secured 
to  them  by  a  permanent  boundary,  in  the  same  manner  as  those 
of  the  more  Western  nations,  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  article. 
On  this  part  of  the  subject  I  can  only  recommend,  that  the  sen- 
timents of  the  different  Indian  Nations  concerned,  be  consulted,  and 
the  general  principle,  of  securing  to  them  an  exclusive  independent 
possession  of  what  they  are  fairly  entitled  to,  applied,  upon  satisfactory 
local  information. 

Thus  far  the  idea  of  an  Indian  Carrier  may  be  kept  in  view,  and 
ought  to  be  carried  into  execution,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit. 
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In  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  thence  down  to  the  sea 
shore,  the  condition  of  the  frontier  is  materially  different  from  that 
to  the  Westward,  there  being  no  Indians  in  these  districts,  who  have 
claims  of  much  importance,  or  indeed  who  are  capable  of  occupying 
any  space,  that  might  be  secured  to  them,  so  as  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  a  barrier.  A  continuance  of  the  same  benevolence  and 
equity,  which  the  Indians  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  from 
the  King's  Government,  will  be  sufficient  to  secure  the  future  com- 
fort and  tranquillity  of  the  tribes,  which  are  to  be  found  in  these 
lower   districts. 

With  respect  to  the  boundary  on  Lake  Champlain  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  lines  pointed  out  in  the  plans  and  report  of  Cap- 
tain Mann,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  some  time  ago,  and 
of  which  report  a  duplicate,  together  with  two  maps,  is  now  inclosed. 
I  conceive  the  line  including  Grande  Isle,  or  should  that  not  be 
attainable,  at  least  the  other  line  which  includes  Long  Island  and 
Isle  la  Motte,  indispensible  to  the  security  of  His  Majesty's  Domin- 
ions in  that  quarter  where  they  are  undoutedly  more  valuable  than 
in  any  other.  And  as  the  circumstances  of  this  frontier  do  not 
admit  of  an  Indian  barrier  it  will  be  necessary,  that  the  territory 
up  to  that  line,  which  shall  be  agreed  upon,  constitute  a  part  of 
the  Royal  dominions,  so  as  to  enable  His  Majesty  to  strengthen  its 
population,  and  to  continue  the  present,  or  establish  any  other  posts 
in    that   quarter,   which    He    may   think   expedient. 

The  present  description  of  the  more  eastern  parts  of  our  bound- 
aries down  to  the  river  St.  Croix,  is  too  general  for  any  practical 
purpose. 

I  should  recommend,  whenever  the  general  description  of  the 
proposed  boundary  between  the  States  and  the  Indians,  as  well  as 
between  the  States  and  Great  Britain,  shall  be  agreed  upon,  that 
all  doubtful  intervals  be  ascertained,  as  soon  as  may  bo  convenient, 
by,  or  on  the  report  of  Commissioners,  who  ought  upon  the  spot 
to  choose  such  strong  natural  features  of  the  Country,  corresponding 
ns  nearly  ns  possible  with  the  general  description,  as  they  may  find 
best  calculated  to  form  a  distinct  boundary,  and  to  obviate  all  sources 
of   future   misunderstandings. 

The  wisdom  6:  utility  of  this  system  I  should  hope  would  be  so 
evident  to  the  good  sense  of  the  United  States,  as  to  conquer  every 
difficulty    on    their   part. 
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The  Posts  upon  Lake  Champlain,  although  essential  to  the  safety 
of  His  Majesty's  Dominions,  are  so  unimportant  to  the  United  States, 
for  any  other  purposes  than  those  of  invasion  and  smuggling,  that 
the  friendly  disposition  manifested  by  that  country  well  warrants 
the  expectation,  that  no  difficulties  will  arise  respecting  the  proposed 
boundary  in  that  quarter,  which  includes  Grande  Isle,  while  on  the 
other  hand  His  Majesty  cannot  give  a  stronger  proof  either  to  the 
Indians  or  the  United  States,  of  the  disinterested  liberality  of  His 
motives,  than  the  eventual  sacrifice,  to  which  he  consents,  of  all  his 
posts  in  the  Western  Country,  if  that  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
accomplishment  of  His  benevolent  objects. 

This  cession,  if  it  shall  take  place  will  no  doubt  occasion  consider- 
able inconveniences  to  the  Kings'  subjects.  If  the  West  side  of 
the  Stiait  at  Detroit  is  to  become  part  of  this  neutral  country,  in 
which  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty  are  not  to  retain  any  landed 
property,  the  settlers  in  that  quarter  will  be  deprived  of  their 
possessions,  and  of  course  become  objects  for  the  future  considera- 
tion of  the  King's  government,  and  if  the  post  of  Michilimakinac 
is  to  be  abandoned,  the  Indian  Trade  will  lose  its  grand  deposit 
and  rendezvous,  for  which  it  may  be  difficult  to  find  a  substitute  of 
equal  convenience.  Many  other  disadvantages  will  naturally  attend 
the  cession  of  these  two  Posts,  of  Michilimakinac  and  Detroit,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Forts  Niagara,  Schlosser  and  Ontario.  These  circum- 
stances however  are  not  mentioned  as  objections  to  the  system,  but 
merely    as     objects   of   proper  attention. 

I  am  fully  convinced,  that  no  inconveniences  whatever,  that  may 
be  incident  to  the  cession  of  any  of  the  posts  in  the  western  country, 
are  of  weight  sufficient  to  set  aside  a  measure  of  such  evident  impor- 
tance as  this  is,  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  and  the  great  interests 
of  all  the  parties  concerned. 
I  am  with  much  respect 

and  esteem.   Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant 

Dorchester. 
The  Right  Honl.  Henry  Dundas,  &ca  &ca  &ca. 

Endorsed :    London,  March  23, 1792. 
Lord  Dorchester.    R.  March  24. 
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H.    KNOX,    SEC'Y    of    WAR,    TO   CAPT.   ALEXANDER   TRUEMAN. 

To  Captain  Alexander  Trueman  of  the  first  United  States  Regiment. 

War  Department  April  8rd  1792. 
Sir, 

Confiding  in  your  Judgment  and  abilities  to  execute  the  mission- 
herein  designated,  I  do  hereby  request  you  in  the  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  enter  upon  the  duties  thereof,  with  all 
possible  dispatch. 

You  will  therefore,  immediately  repair  to  Pittsburg.  I  have  here- 
with given  you  an  order  to  Captain  Hughes  to  furnish  you  with  an 
Escort,  and  a  Boat,  to  transport  you  to  Fort  Washington.  On  your 
arrival  at  that  place,  you  will  disclose  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Commandt 
Wilkinson,  the  objects  of  your  mission,  and  concert  with  him  the 
proper   means   of   carrying   it   into    execution. 

I  have  directed  him,  in  a  Letter  herewith  delivered  you,  to  afford 
you    all    possible   facility,    in    pursuance   of   your   orders. 

I  have  herewith  also  delivered  you  a  speech  for  the  Western. 
Indians,  with  which  you  will  repair  to  the  Miami  Village,  accom- 
panied by  such  Indians,  men  or  women,  or  both,  as  shall  be  judged 
best  by  you,  and  Lieut  Colonel  Commandt  Wilkinson.  This  Speech 
is  also  accompanied  by  a  White  belt.  It  will  be  of  the  highest 
importance  that  you  should  have  an  Interpreter,  capable  of  fully 
explaining   your   Ideas. 

You  will  observe  that  the  Speech  is  designed  to  effect  a  peace 
with  the  hostile  Indians  on  the  terms  of  humanity  &  Justice.  Your 
language    must   all    therefore    be   to   the   same   effect. 

As  the  Confederacy  of  Indians  is  supposed  to  be  extensive,  it 
will  require  time  to  bring  your  negotiations  to  a  favourable  issue. 
Your  patience,  your  fortitude,  and  your  knowledge  of  the  human 
character,    will   all    be   tested    by    the   objects   of   your   mission. 

It  may  be  said  on  all  occasions,  and  the  issue  will  justify  the 
assertion,  that  nothing  is  more  desired  than  to  remove  all  causes 
of   discontent   and    to    establish    a    peace    upon    a    firm    foundation. 

But  that  in  order  to  bring  about  an  event,  so  pregnant  with  hap- 
piness to  the  Indians,  they  must  instantly  abstain  from  all  further 
hostilities,  recall  their  parties,  if  they  have  any  out,  as  we  shall 
do,    and    let   every    thing    bo   settled    amicably. 

If  the  Chiefs  of  the  hostile  Tribes  can  be  induced  to  repair  here, 
it    is   conceived,    the    view   of   the   population   of   the   country,   and  the 
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improvements  of  all  sorts,  will  exhibit  to  their  minds,  in  strong 
colors  the  futility  of  their  continuing  the  war,  as  a  further  induce- 
ment to  repairing  here,  presents  of  Clothing  and  Silver  Ornaments 
may  be  stipulated.  The  Creek  Treaty,  the  Treaty  with  the  Chero- 
kees,  and  the  present  manner  in  which  the  deputation  of  the  Six 
Nations  now  in  this  City,  are  treated  may  be  cited  as  strong  proofs 
of  the  pacific  and   liberal   intentions   of   the  General  Government. 

Impressed  verbally  as  you  have  been  of  the  importance  of  a  Peace 
being  concluded  with  the  hostile  Indians,  little  more  need  to  be 
added,  I  shall  only  say  that  it  is  an  event,  most  devoutly  desired, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  people  generally. 
If  you  should  be  the  Instrument  of  effecting  it,  much  personal 
reputation  and  honor  will  be  the  result,  besides  which  I  am  author- 
ized by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  your  expences, 
while  in  the  employment  shall  be  supported  by  the  Public,  and 
that   you   shall   be   liberally   rewarded    in    a   pecuniary    manner. 

It  will  be  important  that  you  take  with  you  some  whites,  or 
other  persons,  to  serve  as  messengers  between  you  and  the  Com- 
manding oflScer,  so  that  he  may  be  informed,  &  through  him,  me, 
of  your  prospects  from  time  to  time.  If  you  should  succeed,  you 
will  please  to  accompany  the  chiefs  to  this  place;  but  if  you  should 
fail,  you  will  join  the  Army  under  the  Commanding  Officer,  after 
stating  in  the  most  ample  manner,  the  progress  &  result  of  your 
proceedings. 


Indorsed:    C. 

In  Lt.  Col.  England's  of  5th  July  1792.    Transmitted. 
In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  46,  of  29  Sepr.  1792. 


H.  Knox 

Secy  of  War. 
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To  the  Miami,  Shawanese,  Delaware,  Tawa,  Wyandot,  Pottawatamie, 
Huron  and  the  Chippeway  and  all  other  Nations  of  Red  People, 
living  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  the  Great  Lakes, 
now   at   war   with   the   United    States   of   America. 

Sachems,  Chiefs  &  Warriors, 

Open  your  Ears,  listen  and  observe  well.  Our  great  chief  and  father 
George  Washington  who  presides,  and  is  Head  man  at  the  Great 
Council    Fire   of   the  United    States,  has    ordered  me  to  send  you  this 
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talk,  with  the  earnest  hope  that  it  may  clear  away  the  mist  from  your 
eyes,  and  incline  your  hearts  to  bury  the  hatchet. 

Chiefs  and  Warriors, 

Attend  to  this  Talk,  let  it  sink  deep  into  your  minds,  and  lead  you 
to  the  Great  Council  Fire  of  peace,  where  your  complaints  will  be 
heard;  your  wrongs,  if  you  have  been  wronged,  will  be  redressed,  and 
the  paths  will  be  again  opened — that  all  the  red  people  and  the  white 
people  who  live  on  this  Island,  may  pass  an.d  repass  without  fear  or 
danger.  For  should  you  shut  your  ears  against  this  good  talk,  if  you 
turn  away,  from  the  voice  of  peace,  and  are  deaf  to  the  dictates  of 
reason  and  of  Justice— Then  the  Hatchet  must  be  uplifted.  The  war 
must  rage,  and  your  blood,  and  our  blood,  must  stream,  until  your 
Nations  are  exhausted,  for  the  warriors  of  the  United  States  number 
like  the  Trees  in  the  woods,  their  meat  A:  their  bread  grow  in  the 
fields  and  upon  their  farms,  and  they  make  arms  and  ammunition  for 
their  own  use;  what  then  can  prevent  them  in  the  end  from  conquer- 
ing the  Indian  Nations — who  are  scattered  over  a  Country  many  hun- 
dred miles  in  extent,  who  depend  on  the  forests  and  the  casualties  of 
the  hunt  for  their  subsistence  and  procure  their  arms  and  ammunition 
from  a  distant  nation. 

Bad  men  may  tell  you  that  the  United  States  send  you  this  talk 
from  Fear — Do  not  believe  them  and  be  cautious  what  you  receive 
for  the  truth — unless  spoken  by  wise  and  good  men.  Shut  your 
Ears  against  false  Rumors  and  listen  not  to  evil  Councillors.  The 
Chiefs  of  the  United  States  know  no  fear,  they  who  have  baffled 
and  have  driven  out  of  their  Lands  the  numerous  Armies  of  a 
Great  King  can  never  be  afraid  of  your  little  Tribes.  No!  the 
Great  Chief  of  all  our  Councils  in  making  to  you  this  brotherly 
offer,  is  moved  by  Humanity,  by  a  love  of  peace,  and  an  earnest 
wish  to  take  a  fast  hold  of  the  Chain  of  Friendship.  Now,  should 
you  refuse  to  join  your  hands  in  this  chain  and  be  obstinate  in 
holding  up  the  Hatchet,  the  Great  Spirit  will  bear  witness,  if  we 
must  have  war,  that  it  is  your  own  wanton  and  unprovoked  seek- 
ing, for  the  United  States  desire  nothing  more  sincerely  than  to 
make  peace  with  you,  upon  terms  of  Justice  and  moderation,  they 
do  not  desire  to  encroach  upon,  or  to  set  up  a  claim  to  any  of 
your  lands,  which  have  not  been  purchased  by  fair  Treaty,  and  par- 
ticularly the  Treaty  of  Muskingum,  why  then  should  the  red  people 
and   the    white    people  quarrel   cS^-    fight?     The   red   people  cannot   wish 
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to  reclaim  what  they  have  sold,  and  have  received  payment  for,  and 
the  white  people  desire  nothing  more  than  this,  with  peaceful 
possession. 

The  United  States  do  not  wish  to  conquer  or  extirpate  the  Indian 
Nations,  altho  they  know  they  possess  the  power,  but  on  the  con- 
trary are  desirous  to  hear  their  complaints,  to  redress  the  injuries 
they  may  have  received,  and  to  right  the  wrongs  under  which  they 
may  labor: — In  proof  of  their  sincerity.  Hostilities  have  been  sus- 
pended on  the  part  of  the  United  States  agreeably  to  the  orders 
annexed  to  this  Talk,  and  in  less  time  than  two  moons  from  this 
day,  a  great  man  will  go  forward  to  the  Towns  from  this  place 
with  a  good  talk  from  our  head  Chief  and  Father  George  Washington. 

Chiefs  and  Wareiors, 

You  fought  us  like  good  warriors  last  Fall;  you  slew  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  big  Captains,  and  gained  a  great  Victory, — But  let  not 
that  make  you  proud,  and  turn  your  hearts  to  war,  for  were  you 
to  destroy  a  second,  a  third,  a  fourth,  or  a  tenth  army,  the  Eleventh 
would    soon   be   raised    to   overwhelm    you, 

If  your  hearts  are  for  peace,  let  your  war  parties  be  called  in, 
send  two  or  three  of  your  Chiefs  with  two  of  my  young  men  to 
this  place,  without  delay,  and  keep  the  third  with  you,  until  your 
own  chiefs  return,  with  the  great  Man,  and  the  good  talk,  which 
you    will   soon   receive   from    our   father  Washington. 

Given     under     my     hand     &     Seal     of    arms    at     Fort 

Washington   the   third   day    of   April,   in   the   year   of 

[  L.  s.  ]  our   Lord    one   thousand   seven    hundred    and  ninety - 

two,    and   of   the   independancy   of   the   United  States 

the    Sixteenth. 

(Signed)  Ja.  Wilkinson 

Commanding  officer  of  the  Troops  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Western  Department. 

Witness,  Caleb  Swan.  I 

(Signed)  Saml  Colesworth,  June.  ) 

Indoreed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  31,  of  13  Jane  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  399  ] 
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SPEECH   OF    H.    KNOX,    SEC'Y    OF    WAR,    TO   THE   INDIANS. 

To  all  the  Sachems  and  Warriors  of  the  Tribes  inhabiting  the  Miami 
River,  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Waters  of  the  Wabash  River,  the 
Wyandots,  Delawares,  Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Pottiwatamas  and  all 
other  Tribes  residing  to  the  Southward  of  the  Lakes  East  of  the 
Mississippi,    and    to    the   Northward   of   the   River    Ohio. 

Brothers, 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  General  Washington,  the 
great  Chief  of  the  Nation  speaks  to  you  by  this  Address.  Summon 
therefore  your  utmost  powers  of  attention  and  hear  the  important 
things  which  shall  be  spoken  to  you  concerning  your  future,  wel- 
fare, and  after  having  heard  and  well  understood  all  things,  invoke 
the  Great  Spirit  above,  to  give  you  due  deliberation  and  wisdom  to 
decide  upon  a  Line  of  conduct  that  shall  best  promote  your  happi- 
ness and  the  happiness  of  your  children,  and  perpetuate  you  and  them 
on  the  land  of  your  forefathers. 

Brothers, 

The  President  of  the  United  States  entertains  the  opinion,  that  the 
War  which  exists  is  founded  in  error,  and  mistake  on  your  part.  That 
you  believe  the  United  States  want  to  deprive  you  of  your  Lands,  and 
drive  you  out  of  the  Country.  Be  assured,  this  is  not  so — On  the 
contrary  that  we  should  be  greatly  gratified  with  the  opportunity  of 
imparting  to  you  all  the  blessings  of  civilized  life,  of  teaching  you  to 
cultivate  the  earth  and  raise  Corn,  to  raise  Oxen  sheep  and  other 
domestic  animals,  to  build  comfortable  houses  and  to  educate  your 
children,  so  as  ever  to  dwell  upon  the  Land. 

Brothers, 

The  President  of  the  United  States  requests  you  to  take  this  sub- 
ject into  your  serious  consideration,  and  to  retlect  how  abundantly 
more  it  will  be  for  your  Interest,  to  be  at  peace  with  the  United 
States,  and  to  receive  all  the  benefits  thereof,  than  to  continue  a  war, 
which  however  flattering  it  may  be  to  you  for  a  moment,  must  in 
the   end    prove   ruinous. 

This  desire  of  peace  has  not  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  late 
defeat  of  the  Troops  under  Major  General  St  Clair,  because  in  the 
beginning  of  last  year  a  similar  message  was  sent  you  by  Colonel 
Proctor,  but  who  was  prevented  from  reaching  you  by  some  unac- 
countable difficulties.  All  the  Senekas  at  Butfaloe  Creek  can  wit- 
ness  for   the   truth    of   this  assertion,    and    he   held  during   the    month 
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of  April   last   long    conferences   with    them,    to   devise    means    of   get- 
ting  to    you    with    safety. 

War  at  all  times  is  a  dreadful  Evil  to  those  who  are  engaged 
therein,  and  more  particularly  so,  when  a  few  people  engage  to  act 
against   such   numbers   as   the   people   of  the   United   States. 

Bkothees, 

Do  not  suffer  the  advantages  you  have  gained  to  mislead  your 
judgement,  and  to  influence  you  to  continue  the  war,  but  reflect 
on    the  destructive   consequences  which   must   attend   such    a   measure. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  highly  desirous  of  seeing 
a  number  of  your  principal  Chiefs,  and  convincing  you  in  person 
how  much  he  wishes  to  avoid  the  evils  of  war  for  your  sake,  and  for 
the  dake  of  humanity. 

Consult  therefore  on  the  great  object  of  peace,  call  in  your  parties, 
and  enjoin  a  cessation  of  all  further  depredations,  and  as  many  of 
the  principal  chiefs  as  shall  choose,  repair  to  Philadelphia,  the  seat 
of  the  General  government;  and  there  make  a  peace  founded  on 
principles  of  justice  and  humanity.  Remember  that  no  additional 
lands  will  be  required  of  you,  or  any  other  Tribe,  to  those  that 
have  been  ceded  by  former  treaties,  particularly  by  the  Tribes  that 
had  a  right   to  make  the   Treaty    of  Muskingum   in  the   year   1789. 

But  if  any  of  your  Tribes  can  prove  that  you  have  a  fair  right 
to  any  lands  comprehended  by  the  said  Treaty,  and  have  not  been 
compensated  therefor,  you  shall  receive  full  satisfaction  upon  that 
head. 

The  chiefs  you  send  shall  be  safely  escorted  to  this  city  and 
shall  be  well  fed,  and  provided  with  all  things  for  their  Journey, 
and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to  you,  for 
the  true  and  liberal  performance  of  every  thing  herein  contained 
and  suggested,  and  all  this  is  confirmed  in  your  manner,  by  the 
great   White   Belt   hereunto   attached. 

Captain  Trueman  the  bearer  will  shew  you  the  treaties  which  the 
United  States  have  made  with  the  powerful  Tribes  of  Indians 
South  of  the  Ohio,  the  Creeks,  the  Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and 
Choctaws,  you  will  there  have  the  most  decisive  proof  of  the  Justice 
and   liberality   of   the   United    States   towards   the   Indian    Tribes. 

At  present  there  is  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  a  Deputation  of 
fifty  of  the  principal  Chiefs  of  the  five  Nations,  Tuscaroras,  Onan- 
dagas,  and  Senekas,  were  you  to  see  with  your  own  eyes  the  kind 
manner  in    which    these    Chiefs    are    treated,    you   would    never   more 
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think    of    lifting   the   Hatchet    against    the    United    States,    who    are 
desirous   of   being   your   best   friends. 

Come  there  &  be  convinced  for  yourselves  of  the  beneficence  of 
General  Washington,  the  great  Chief  of  the  United  States,  and 
afterwards  return  and  spread  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity  of   the   Indians   to    the   setting   sun. 

Given    in    the    City    of   Philadelphia,    this    fourth    day 
of  April,    in   the   year    of    our    Lord    one    Thousand 
seven   hundred   and  ninety-two. 
By   direction   of   the   President   of   the   United    States. 

H.  Knox 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  &  Director  of  Indian  Afifairs. 

Indorsed:    D. 

In  Lt.  Col.  Kngland's  of  5  Jaly  1792. 
Transmitted 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  46,  of  29  Sep.  92. 
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MAJ.    JOHN    BUTLER    TO    COL.    A.    GORDON. 

Nassau  18th  April  1792. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  Instant,  and  have  to  inform 
you  in  answer,  that  the  Onondago  Chief  has  gone  to  the  Grand 
River  to  look  for  a  place  to  settle  upon  agreeable  to  an  invitation 
he  had  received  from  the  chiefs  at  that  place;  and  that  many  of 
the   Cayugas   intend   doing  the   same. 

As  to  what  passed  between  Captain  Brant  and  the  Tusoarora 
when  here,  I  was  not  present,  and  therefore  have  it  not  in  my 
power   to   give   you    any    Information   on    that    head. 

I  should  have  answered  your  letter  sooner,  but  waited  the  arrival 
of  the  Indians,  who  were  coming  down  on  that  business,  and  only 
came   here   last   night. 

I   am    Sir 

Your   most  humble   servant 

(Signed)  John  Butler. 

Col.  Gordon,  26th  Regt.  ) 

Commanding  the  Upper  Posts.  ) 

Indorsed:    C.    2.    6. 

In  Lt.  Uovr.  Clarke'a  No.  80,  of  26th  May  1792, 
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INDIAN   SPEECH. 

Substance  of  a  Speech  made  at  Niagara  by  Kayondanayeu  the 
Onondago  Chief,  as  related  by  him  to  Lt.  Colonel  Butler,  the 
18th  April  1792. 

Present 

Captain    Brant   &   the   Chiefs    of   the   Grand   Kiver. 
The   Chiefs   from    Buffaloe   Creek. 

Brothers, 

(  Kayondanayeu  Speaker.  ) 

At  present  the  heirs  of  three  of  our  greatest  Forefathers,  reside 
at  the  Grand  River  and  the  greatest  part  of  our  nations  is  at 
BufPaloe  Creek,  where  we  are  only  upon  suiSerings,  our  Nation  and 
the  Cayugas  have  sold  their  lands  some  time  ago,  and  the  Senecas 
look  upon  the  remaining  part  of  the  Six  Nation  Country  as  their 
own,  many  of  that  Nation  are  supposed  to  be  in  the  American 
Interest,  and  should  they  sell  or  dispose  of  it,  no  Emolument  will 
arise  to  us.  The  King  our  Father  has  given  us  Lands  at  the  Grand 
River,  and  as  the  Council  Fire  of  the  Six  Nations  has  always  been 
established  in  the  Onondago  Nation,  and  as  we  can  call  the  Lands 
at  the  Grand  River  our  own,  we  will  remove  the  Council  Fire  to 
that  place,  and  recommend  all  our  Brethren  to  remove  early  in  the 
Spring,    as   all   public   business   will   in   future   be   transacted  there. 

Sir, 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  the  foregoing  Chief  related  to  me  to 
day,  before  which  I  had  not  the  least  intimation  of  the  Council  he 
mentions;  he  also  mentions  that  about  Twenty  Onondago  and  Twelve 
Cayuga  families  are  prepared  to  remove  to  the  Grand  River,  and 
that  he  came  down  to  ask  the  advice  of  the  commanding  officer  and 
myself  upon   the   occasion. 

I  told  him  that  my  orders  were  to  discourage  any  thing  of  the 
kind,    and   that   yours,    I   was   certain   were   the   same; 

I  therefore  advised  them  to  remain  where  they  were  at  present 
and  as  we  expected  a  Governor  soon  who  perhaps  might  have 
Instructions   concerning   them. 

I   hope   this   answer   meets   your   approbation   and  am 
Sir 
Your   most   obedient  and 

most   humble   Servant 

(Signed)  John  Butler,  Agent. 
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N.   B,     The  Chief   agreed   to   wait   at   BufPaloe   Creek  with    his  peo- 
ple   until   the   Governor's   arrival   and   their   Chiefs    from    Congress. 

Present  Wm.  Johnston,  Interpreter. 

Indorsed:    C.  1.    5. 

In  Lt.  GoTr.  Clarke's  No.  30,  of  26th  May  1792. 
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CAPT.  A.  GORDON  TO  MAJOR  GENERAL  CLARKE. 

Niagara  19th  April  1792. 
Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  your  Excellency  under  date  9th 
February  Captain  Brant  has  received  an  oflficial  letter  by  a  special 
messenger  from  Major  General  Knox  a  copy  of  which  marked  No 
1    forms   a   paper   in    this   dispatch.* 

When  the  letter  arrived  here  Captain  Brant  was  at  the  Grand 
River;  and  as  it  was  not  judg'd  proper  the  Bearer  of  it  shou'd  be 
permitted  to  visit  that  part  of  the  Country,  I  directed  it  should 
be   forwarded    by   the   Agent   for   Indian   Affairs. 

The  Messenger  having  informed  me,  the  letter  contained  a  press- 
ing solicitation  to  attend  a  council  at  Philadelphia,  I  conceived  it 
my  duty  to  offer  my  opinion  to  Capt.  Brant  on  the  subject,  and 
under  that  impression  I  wrote  him  a  friendly  Letter  No  2  is  here- 
with   inclosed. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  Capt.  Brant  arrived  at  fhis  Post,  and 
sent  off  an  answer  to  General  Knox,  in  which  he  civily  declined 
visiting  Philadelphia  at  present,  and  assigns  some  reasons  for  so 
doing.  I  did  not  ask  for  a  copy  of  his  letter  as  he  proposed  for- 
warding one  to  the  Superintendant  General  who  will  of  course  lay 
it   before   Your    Excellency. 

There  were  some  other  particulars  which  occurred  on  this  occa- 
sion I  cou'd  wish  fo  represent  to  Your  Excellency,  but  as  I  think 
them  of  too  delicate  a  nature  to  convey  through  the  channel  of  an 
official  dispatch,  I  have  to  request  the  permission  of  Your  Excel- 
lency   to   communicate    them   in   a    private   letter. 

I  assumed  the  liberty  to  inform  the  Gentleman  who  was  the 
bearer  of  (general  Knox's  letter,  that  it  would  be  expected  in 
future,  all  messages,  or  letters  of  a  public  concern,  addressed  to 
any  person    living  within   the   Jurisdiction,    and  under   the   proteotion 

*  Pablished  on  pa^e  379. 
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of  the  British  Government,  shou'd  be  conveyed  either  through  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  minister,  resident  at  Philadelphia,  His  Excel- 
lency the  commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  the 
Province  of  Canada,  or  the  senior  officer  at  the  Post  to  which  such 
messages,    or  letters  had  a   reference. 

To  the  Military  Secretary  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  your  Excel- 
lency for  the  latest  dispatches  from  Detroit,  and  such  other  matters 
as  have  occurred  since  the  return  of  the  Winter  Express,  His 
Majesty's  armed  Sloop  the  Caldwell  having  passed  the  winter  at  this 
Post  sails  to  morrow  for  Kingston. 
I  have   the   honor   to   be, 

with    the   most   perfect   respect 
Sir 

Your   Excellency's 
most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

(Signed)  A.  Gordon. 

His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke. 

Indorsed:    A.    1. 

In  Lieat.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  30,  of  26th  May  1792. 
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Niagara  19th  April  1792. 
Sir, 

You  will  please  inform  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief 
that  some  time  about  the  middle  of  last  month  a  deputation  from 
the  Tuscarora  Indians  settled  in  the  Genesee  Country,  arrived  at 
this    post. 

The  Purport  of  their  visit  was,  to  state,  that  the  Americans  were 
insisting  they,  or  some  Oneida  Families  who  reside  in  the  same 
village,  shou'd  retire  to  the  old  Settlement  on  the  Mohawk  Kiver, 
with  the  design  of  removing  them  entirely  from  all  influence  of 
the   British    Government. 

That  the  Oneidas  (after  repeated  applications)  having  been  refused 
permission  to  settle  on  the  Lands,  granted  by  Government  on  the 
Grand  River,  had  at  length  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  the  Amer- 
ican Agents  and  agreed  to  retire.     The  Tuscaroras  were  of  a  different 
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opinion  and  wou'd  give   no   answer  until   they  knew  for  certain,  what 
resource   they    had    to   expect   from    us. 

Both  Lieut  Colonel  Butler  and  me,  being  precluded  holding  out 
any  encouragement  to  them  on  this  subject,  as  Captain  Brant  was  in 
the  neighborhood  we  agreed  the  Deputies  shou'd  apply  to  him. 

Captain  Brant  was  in  full  possession  of  Lord  Dorchester's  Com- 
mands, and  the  Instructions  of  the  Superintendant  General,  on 
former  applications  of  a  similar   nature. 

The  accompanying  communication  from  Lieut  Col.  Butler,  affords 
all   the    Information    I   have    yet   received    on    the   subject. 

From  the  different  papers  which  accompany  this  dispatch,  there 
are  strong  grounds  to  apprehend,  that  if  some  decided  interference 
on  the  part  of  government  is  not  speedily  adopted,  all  Influence 
with  the  Indians  (excepting  those  immediately  within  our  limits) 
will   be   irrecoverably   lost. 

By  an   Indian    Trader,    who   resides   at  Buffaloe  Creek,   I   have   this 

day    been    informed,    that  the   Americans  are   employed    in    building  a 

large    Fort   at    Presqu'    Isle   on    Lake    Erie,    and  another   at    Casaway- 

gau;  that   O'Beale   (the  Corn    Planter)  a   principal    Seneca  Chief   who 

since    the    conclusion    of    the    late    war,    appeared    to   have    taken   a 

decided    part  with  the  Americans,  has  of   late  not   shewn    so  warm  an 

attachment  to  their  cause;    and    positively  refused  to  attend  a  Council 

now  sitting  at  Philadeliihia;    and  to  which  many  of    his    Nation  from 

Butt'aloe  Creek  had  gone,   notwithstanding    their   application   to  me  on 

that  subject,  as  stated  in  my  letter,  to  His  Excellency  the  Commander 

in  Chief  under  date  the  5th  of  last  February. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  regard 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

(Signed)  A.  Gordon. 

F. 


^  LeMaistre,  Esqr.       ) 
M.  H. 
Head  (Quarters.        ) 


Indoraed:    B.    4. 

Id  Lient.  (iovr.  Clarke's  No.  30,  of  26th  May  1792. 
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CAPT.   A.    GORDON   TO   FRANCIS   LE  MAISTRE. 

Niagara  19th  April  1792. 
Sir, 

Since  the  return  of  the  Winter  Express,  which  conveyed  the  last 
Intelligence  from  this  Post,  some  Indians  who  attended  Mr.  'Haziel  to 
Detroit  brought  the  accompanying  paper  back  marked  No.  1,  2,  3,  4, 
5,  &  6  which  you  will  please  lay  bafore  His  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  being  the  latest  Official  Dispatches  from  that 
Quarter. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be 

with   great   regard 
Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

(Signed)  A.  Gordon. 

Francis  LeMaistre,  Esqr.       ) 

M.  S.  [ 

Head  Quarters.  ) 

Indoreed:    C.    7. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  30,  of  26th  May  1792. 
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message  from  chiefs  at  the  glaize. 

Father, 

We  cannot  lose  the  opportunity  now  ofiPered  to  us  TDy  Capt  Elliott, 
whom  you  sent  to  visit  us,  to  tell  you  that  we  and  our  women  & 
children    are   almost   starving   for   want   of   Provisions. 

The  over-flowing  of  the  River  last  summer  destroyed  a  great  part 
of  our  Corn-Fields,  &  our  being  obliged  to  feed  our  friends,  when 
they  came  to  our  assistance  last  fall,  against  our  common  enemy 
has   exhausted   all   we   had. 

We   are   very   sensible   of    the   goorlness   of    our   Father  at   D3troit, 
who   last    year    supported    our    Families   when   they    had    nothing   to 
eat,   and   we   hope   now,    for   the   same   consideration,    our   situation  as 
Capt.    Elliott    can    well    inform    you,    being    rather   worse,    as   we   are 
not   able   to   hunt   on   account   of   the  deep   snow  upon   the   ground. 
51 


402  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

Father, 

If  you  will  send  us  some  Corn  to  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  our 
women  can  easily  bring  it  from  thence,  otherwise  we  must  come  to 
Detroit,  that  you  may  see  our  starving  condition,  and  we  are  sure 
then    you    will   not   suffer   us   to    perish    in    your   sight. 

We  also  request  that  our  annual  supplies  may  be  sent  at  the  same 
time,  at  least  the  Powder  &  Lead,  that  we  may  be  able  to  hunt 
towards  the  support  of  our  families  as  soon  as  the  snow's  off  the 
ground. 

A  true  copy.  (Signed)  John  Smith 

Major  5th  Eegt. 

Delivered  with  Strings  of  Wampum  in  Council  with  the  Chiefs  at 
The  Glaize. 

Indoraed:    C.    1.    8. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  30,  of  26th  May  1792. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  377  ] 
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[  No.  2.*  ] 

When  we  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency,  the 
time  was  so  short  in  consequence  of  Captain  Stevenson's  immediate 
departure,  that  it  was  impossible  to  give  the  subject  that  due  delib- 
eration which  its  importance  merited.  We  therefore  again  presume 
to  apply,  conceiving  you  the  proper  channel  through  which  to  com- 
municate our  suggestions  and  reflections.  If  any  of  them  should 
appear  in  your  opinion  deserving  of  it,  we  request  that  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  transmit  either  copies  or  Extracts,  as  may  be 
most  expedient,  both  to  the  minister  at  home,  and  the  Plenipoten- 
tiary at  Philadelphia.  By  this  means,  should  any  of  our  remarks, 
be  worthy  of  attention,  there  will  be  a  facility  of  reference,  from 
one  to  the  other  on  that  head.  Upon  a  re-perusal  of  what  we 
before  communicated,  we  see  nothing  therein  that  we  would  wish 
to  retract  or  alter  on  the  contrary  the  more  the  subject  i.s  con- 
sidered the  more  evident  it  appears  to  us  that  no  true  efficient 
and     at     the     same     time     permanent      either     military     or     commer- 

*  For  No.  1,  Me  page  188. 
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cial  protection  for  these  Provinces  (but  particularly  Upper  Can- 
ada) can  be  had,  but  by  holding  possession  of  the  Upper  Posts. 
Many  are  the  arguments  upon  which  our  right  to  maintain 
them  may  be  supported.  We  conceive  that  the  Country  ceding  Ter- 
ritory, has  a  right  to  the  most  liberal  construction  where  an 
ambiguity  happens  in  a  Treaty,  and  a  strict  fulfilment  of  the  Spirit 
of  the  Stipulations  agreed  to  on  the  other  side,  to  induce  such 
cession.  That  America  has  never  complied  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Treaty  regarding  the  Loyalists,  or  the  positive  letter  of  it  regarding 
British  Merchants,  is  so  notorious  as  hardly  to  require  a  proof.  It 
is  true  Congress  in  the  part  respecting  the  Loyalists,  sheltering 
themselves  under  want  of  power,  were  contented  with  making  sham 
recommendations  which  were  never  meant  by  them  to  have  or  at 
least  certainly  never  had  any  effect.  British  Merchants  were  pre- 
vented from  recovery  of  bona  fide  Debts  by  positive  Laws  in  many 
of  the  States.  British  subjects  were  insulted  in  coming  to  look  for 
their  properties  under  the  faith  of  the  Treaty.  Others  were  cited  to 
receive  payments  in  depreciated  paper,  in  short  it  is  useless  to  go  on 
enumerating  the  many  instances  of  evasion  and  direct  infraction. 
Congress  having  now  been  invested  with  additional  powers,  can  have 
no  reasonable  ground  for  refusing  a  fulfilment  of  the  Treaty,  in  its 
most  liberal  construction  and  extent — but  as  some  parts  of  it  are  now 
impossible  to  be  specifically  complied  with,  it  remains  for  them  to 
grant  a  pecuniary  indemnification  to  those  individuals  who  have  suf- 
fered by  the  delay  of  fulfilment — As  the  quantum  of  this  indemnifica- 
tion cannot  be  easily  ascertained,  there  can  be  no  commutation  of  it 
so  proper,  as  the  right  to  retain  the  Territory  originally  ceded  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  stipulations  in  question.  Even  upon  this 
ground  America  would  be  a  gainer  beyond  what  she  ought,  because 
had  we  stood  upon  the  uti  possidetis  New  York  would  now  be  in 
Our  possession.  As  it  is,  they  have  obtained  that  peace  with  out 
any  part  of  the  equivalent  they  promised  in  return.  We  conceive 
that  neither  pride  nor  Justice  of  our  Country  can  be  satisfied  with- 
out obtaining  a  recompense  to  the  suffering  creditors  of  American 
Debtors — and  as  its  benevolence  has  been  so  nobly  dxerted  in  behalf 
of  the  suffering  Loyalists,  we  have  the  more  extensive  confidence 
on  this  head.  As  it  is  not  for  us  to  penetrate  into  the  Secrets  or 
views  of  Government,  so  we  know  not  what  events  may  arise  in  the 
course  of  negotiation.  Hopeful  of  the  best  (our  interests  being  so 
deeply   at   stake)    fearful   of   the    worst,    we    were    led    to     pursue     the 
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subject  under  the  possible  alternative  of  relinquishing  part  of  the 
territory  ceded,  but  still  in  our  possession.  We  cannot  therefore 
sufficiently  express  the  importance  and  propriety  that  we  conceive 
are  attached  to  tfie  disputing  the  ground  by  negotiation,  inch  by 
inch,  and  for  that  reason  we  pointed  out  several  Lines  of  Demarca- 
tion, remarking  what  each  would  give  away,  and  what  each  retain 
of  the  Indian  Trade.  But  should  the  issue  unhappily  terminate  in 
a  political  impossibility  to  regain  any  part  of  the  improvident  ces- 
sion by  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  it  then  becomes  a  question  of 
much  moment.  What  best  possible  measure  could  be  pursued  under 
such  untoward  ciroumstanoes,  so  as  to  give  the  greatest  security  to 
the  remaining  part  that  still  would  be  our  own,  and  a  participation 
in  that  which  then  would  be  out  of  Our  Limits.  This  is  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  present  representation  to  your  Excellency  as 
ideas  have  occurred  since  our  last  that  did  not  then  strike  us, 
indeed  we  were  then  so  much  convinced  in  the  first  place  that  the 
drlii'cry  of  the  posts  could  not  happen,  and  in  the  second,  that  if 
for  reasons  unknown  to  us  it  should,  the  idea  overwhelmed  our 
minds  with  the  prospect  of  such  certain  ruin  to  the  most  valuable 
commerce  of  these  provinces,  has  prevented  our  observing  what  best 
modification  could  be  proposed,  so  as  to  avert  part  of  the  unhappy 
consequences. 

In  seriously  reflecting  since  on  this  subject,  a  thought  occurred 
to  us  worth  consideration  vizt: — how  far  a  proposal  of  neutrality  or 
reciprocity  of  Trade  with  the  Indians  inhabiting  within  the  limits  of 
each,  might  be  productive  of  their  agreeing  to  an  extension  of  our 
boundary,  and  if  it  had  not  that  desirable  effect,  whether  the 
advantages  or  disadvantages  commercially  considered,  of  same  to  us 
(either  under  an  extension,  or  as  the  line  now  is  marked  by  the 
Treaty)  would    preponderate. 

As  to  the  first  question,  we  think  that  after  every  other  ground 
fails,  this  would  be  a  most  probable  means  of  inducing  a  new  Line 
of  Demarcation  on  the  part  of  the  Americans;  because  if  the  Indian 
Commerce  is  their  object,  this  presents  a  share  of  it  to  them  under 
such  an  open  &nd  liberal  aspect,  as  would  not  fail  having  some 
operation  on  their  minds  in  making  them  wave  the  right  of  a  Terri- 
tory, the  military  possession  of  which  would  entail  expanoe  upon  them 
and  as  this  would  give  an  appearance  of  some  advantage  without  the 
expence  of  posts,  and  the  necessity  of  a  standing  Army  to  occupy 
them  (a  measure  obnoxious  to  many  amongst  them)  they  might   catch 
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at  the  bait.  This  idea  might  also  stimulate  them  to  ask  our  media- 
tion in  their  contest  with  the  Indians,  an  event  that  could  not  fail 
being  favorable  to  the  views  of  Great  Britain — because  if  a  new  Line 
was  not  obtained  immediately  to  her  but  as  to  the  Indians,  it  would 
circuitously  operate  in  her  favour,  as  the  natives  would  even  have 
more  confidence  in  her  than  them — It  is  a  matter  of  immense  mag- 
nitude that,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  the  late  Treaty  we  should 
obtain  a  practicable  communication  with  the  Mississippi — not  only 
on  account  of  a  participation  in  the  Indian  Trade  on  this  side,  but 
as  opening  to  us  new  Sources  of  it  on  the  west  side  of  that  Kiver 
which  are  capable  of  being  explored  and  greatly  extended  and  in 
which  this  Country  would  have  no  rival  but  the  Spaniards  who 
hitherto  have  not  attempted  excluding  us  from  any  of  the  Western 
Eivers  but  the  Missouri.  Thus  some  recompence  for  the  Sacrifices 
of  Indian  Trade,  beyond  this  line  of  Communication — A  Communi- 
cation with  the  Mississippi  was  certainly  intended  by  the  Treaty, 
or  why  stipulate  for  mutual  navigation  thereon — This  last  being 
•  expressly  mentioned,  carries  at  any  rate  by  implication  the  right  of 
a  practicable  access  to  it.  If  one  man  sells  another  a  field  situated 
in  the  middle  of  his  grounds  the  right  of  ingress  and  egress 
unquestionably   follows   as   a   necessary   consequence. 

We  have  before  observed  that  there  are  only  three  usefully  prac- 
ticable routes  of  communication  with  that  Kiver  vizt.  by  the  Miamis 
&   Ouabache,    Chicago    &    Illinois,    and    Fox   &    Ouisconsing    Eivers. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  the  Rivers  which  fall  into  the  bottom  of 
Lake  Superior,  head  near  water  Courses,  which  descend  into  the 
Mississippi  but  these  admitting  only  of  very  small  Bark  Canoes,  can- 
not be  extensively  useful,  and  would  very  much  better  the  Trade  by 
being  confined  to  them.  The  other  routes  are  the  main  objects  for 
Lines   of   boundary    and   communication. 

On  considering  the  second  question,  vizt,  what  our  relative  situ- 
ation would  be  compared  with  the  Americans,  so  far  as  respects  the 
prospects  of  trading  with  Indians  by  each  under  the  idea  of  a  neu- 
tral reciprocity  on  that  point,  we  think  the  advantages  would  be  on 
our  side.  This  Country  would  have  Capital,  long  experience,  the 
well  adapted  habits  of  the  common  people  that  must  necessarily  be 
em  ployed  in  the  menial  oflaces  of  this  Trade,  and  the  preposses- 
sion of  the  Natives  in  our  favor  which  could  hardly  fail  assuring 
us  a  superiority.  It  is  true,  that  when  previous  to  the  late  war, 
the   route   by   the   Mohawk    was   equally  [free   with    that   by  the   Saint 
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Lawrence  they  had  the  principal  part  of  the  Detroit  trade,  because 
the  ports  on  the  Atlantic  being  open  at  all  seasons,  gave  a  decided 
superiority  over  us  in  the  West  India  Trade,  by  which  means  they 
could  always  undersell  us  in  liquors.  But  as  liquors  are  too  bulky 
to  form  a  material  part  of  the  value  of  distant  equipments,  and 
from  the  present  situation  of  the  Molasses  Trade  those  for  the 
Indian  Commerce  must  probably  in  future  be  drawn  from  the  dis- 
tillation of  grain,  we  should  now  in  that  respect  have  the  less  to 
fear — As  to  European  Merchandise,  we  were  always  equal  if  not 
Superior,  because  the  Saint  Lawrence  admitting  of  larger  Boats 
than    the   Mohawk,    diminished    our   expence   of   transport. 

\Yhen  we  come  to  consider  this  matter  further,  under  the  impos- 
sibility of  obtaining  any  other  Line,  and  what  the  late  Treaty  points 
out;  The  Neutral  reciprocity  of  Trade  with  Indians,  would  be  much 
in  our  Favour,  because  there  would  theji  remain  within  our  con- 
fined limits,  not  one  tenth  part  of  the  Trade  (the  North  West 
excepted)  that  would  be  on  the  other  side.  As  this  however  may 
probably  not  be  known  to  the  Americans,  and  that  they  attach  to 
our  remaining  part,  a  greater  degree  of  consequence  than  it  deserves 
there   would   be   the   less   fear   of   their   objecting    to   it. 

If  the  late  Treaty  should  at  last  be  the  limits,  it  is  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  the  Security  of  the  North  West  Trade,  that  the 
Grand  Portage  be  thrown  into  our  hands,  or  at  any  rate,  that  it 
be  considered  an  open  highway,  equally  belonging  to  both  parties 
and  each  having  the  right  of  erecting  such  buildings  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  furtherance  of  their  business — Without  this,  even 
the  part  of  the  North  West  still  within  our  limits  would  become 
useless,  because  as  we  said  before  the  Grand  Portage  (or  Carrying 
Place)  being  at  least  fifteen  miles  within  the  American  Line  gives 
them  the  key  of  that  Country.  The  Line  by  last  Treaty  runs  up 
the  water  Communication  from  Lake  Superior -towards  Lake  La  Pluie 
&  Dubois  or  Lake  of  the  IVoods.  Now  this  communication  being 
from  where  the  present  portage  strikes  it,  to  Lake  Superior,  thirty 
miles,  and  the  whole  way  continued  rapids  and  falls  (where  Canoes 
cannot  float)  is  utterly  impracticable,  and  such  is  the  nature  of  the 
ground  on  this  side,  that  a  portage  or  Koad  there  is  totally  impos- 
sible to  be  made.  The  only  Route  therefore  that  would  remain  to 
us,  as  the  Treaty  now  stands,  is  by  a  River  about  48  Leagues  on 
this  side  the  Grand  Portage,  falling  into  Lake  Superior,  called 
Nipigon   or   in   some    maps    Alemipigon    River.      When    news   of   the 
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last  peace  reached  this  Country,  and  an  immediate  delivery  of  the 
Posts  was  apprehended,  the  route  by  this  River  (Nipigon)  was 
explored  in  order  to  ascertain  how  far  it  was  practicable.  The 
result  was,  that  nothing  but  the  most  extreme  necessity  could  ever 
make  it  be  resorted  to  as  a  communication  to  the  North  West 
because  there  were  so  many  Portages  or  Carrying  Places,  and  so 
many  difficulties  to  encounter  that  they  could  not  reach  the  River 
Ouinipique,  which  empties  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  into  Lake 
Ouinipique,  where  it  would  strike  the  present  route,  in  less  than 
three  to  four  weeks  additional  time,  and  a  great  enhancement  of 
expence.  For  instance  from  the  entrance  of  Nipigon  River,  into 
Lake  Superior,  to  portage  de  L'Isle  in  River  Ouinipique  (where  it 
meets  the  common  route)  is  286  Leagues  and  72  carrying  places, 
many  of  them  extremely  rough,  and  that  could  not  admit  without 
great  previous  expence,  canoes  of  same  size  as  the  other  way — 
from  the  mouth  of  Nipigon  River  to  the  Grand  Portage  along  Lake 
Superior  is  48  Leagues — from  thence  to  Lake  Pluie  80,  from  Lake 
Pluie  to  entrance  of  Lake  of  the  Woods  36,  Across  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  30,  and  thence  down  the  River  Ouinipique  to  Portage 
de  L'Isle  20  Leagues,  in  all  214,  and  in  which  distance  there  are 
only  26  Carrying  Places,  and  those  much  less  difficult.  But  a  more 
serious  evil  than  even  this  difference  is,  that  the  small  Bark  Canoes, 
which  are  indispensably  necessary  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  part 
of  the  North  West,  are  only  to  be  had  at  Lake  Pluie,  which  the 
Nipigon  route  does  not  give  access  to — and  this  inconvenience  is 
not  to  be  remedied,  because  by  the  Line  of  the  Treaty,  there  is 
not  Bark  or  Indians  to  work  it  up  into  Canoes,  left  within  our 
Territory 

Being  confined  therefore  to  such  a  route  would  be  much  the  same 
as   a   total   relinquishment   of   the   Trade. 

In  the  Article  that  might  be  inserted  regarding  a  neutral  reci- 
procity of  Trade  with  the  Indians,  care  should  be  taken  on  our  side 
to  confine  it  to  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  this  would  avoid 
the  necessity  of  discussion  regarding  the  Territory  and  rights  of  the 
Hudsons  Bay  Company,  a  subject  that  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  enter 
upon.  As  we  in  the  neutrality  only  claim  it  in  the  Country  that 
was  once  parcel  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  &  now  of  Upper  Can- 
ada, it  would  of  course  be  unreasonable  to  grant  it  to  them  but 
with   the   Indians   in    the  part   of  said   province   still   retained   by    us. 

Some  arguments  occur  regarding  our  right  to  such  Trade  even 
without  stipulation.     The  Indians  are  free  and  independent  people   if 
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ever  any  on  earth  were  eo,  and  by  the  Law  of  Nations  we  are 
therefore  entitled  to  trade  with  them.  Our  running  a  Line  of 
boundary  by  Treaty  conveys  no  right  of  Territory  without  obtain- 
ing one  from  the  aboriginal  proprietors.  We  cannot  give  what  is 
not  our  own.  The  cession  of  that  Territory  therefore  to  America, 
whi^h  is  still  occupied  by  the  natives,  and  not  sold  by  them,  means 
therefore  we  apprehend  nothing  more  than  that  we  cede  the  right 
of  preemption  of  purchase  from  the  natives.  We  understand  that 
there  is  also  an  implied  right  of  neutral  Trade  with  Indians  by  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  as  we  now  represent  the  then  French  Gov- 
emmeni  of  this  Country,  we  must  enjoy  whatever  rights  they  were 
entitled  to,  and  that  have  not  been  expressly  given  away  since. 
Now  as  in  the  American  Treaty,  there  is  no  clause  of  "all  Treaties 
to  the  Contrary"  "in  any  way  notwithstanding"  whatever  right  that 
of  Utrecht  gave,  must  still  remain  to  us.  These  we  only  presume 
to  mention  in  case  every  thing  else  should  fail — because  with  a 
people  so  insiduous  cunning  and  hitherto  so  devoid  of  national 
faith  as  the  Americans,  it  becomes  necessary  to  be  secured  by  pos- 
itive stipulations,  and  not  trust  to  their  good  will,  or  any  rights 
by    implication. 

Having  now  touched  upon  the  subject  in  almost  every  point  of 
view,  and  with  a  freedom  which  we  hope  Your  Excellency  will  par- 
don in  those  who  are  treating  of  matters  that  involve  the  commer- 
cial consequence  of  these  Provinces,  and  their  own  immediate  and 
dearest  interests,  permit  us  to  express  our  opinion,  that  should  the 
line  of  the  late  Treaty  be  fully  established  without  modification  or 
explanation,  then  the  remaining  Indian  Trade  of  these  Provinces 
would  hardly  be  worth  retaining  or  pursuing.  We  also  will  venture 
to  hazard  another,  that  if  the  Posts  should  be  given  up,  such  a  col- 
lision of  Interests,  and  such  a  fertile  field  of  future  difficulties  with 
our  American  Neighbours  will  thereby  be  generated,  that  hostility 
must  eventually  be  the  consequence,  however  much  the  delivery  of 
possession  of  them  may  appear  to  prevent  such  an  alternative  for 
the  present.  It  was  much  our  wish  that  these  remarks  could  have 
been  accompanied  by  a  map  of  the  Country  in  question,  by  which 
means  our  ideas  would  have  been  more  comprehensible,  but  as  that 
is  for  the  present  impossible  we  shall  not  however  lose  sight  of  the 
attempt  to  procure  and  furnish  one  as  speedily  and  as  accurately 
as    the    materials    we   may   have   access   to    will   admit   of. 

Happy  shall  we  be  if  any  hint  is  hereby  conveyed,  that  by  abler 
Heads    and    Pens   can    be   matured    into    anything    that    may    be   pro- 
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ductive  of  the  benefits  hoped  for,  but  should  that  not  be  the  case, 
we  shall  at  least  have  the  consolation  of  reflecting,  that  every  thing 
to  the  best  of  our  ability  has  been  done,  to  promote  the  interests 
of  our  Country  in  this  business.  We  now  take  leave  of  the  sub- 
ject with  again  thanking  your  Excellency  for  the  indulgence  we 
have  experienced  in  your  attending  to  so  long  a  detail  and  for  the 
zeal  you  have  shewn  in  searching  for  such  information,  as  you  con- 
ceived could  in  any  way  be  conducive  to  the  attainment  of  the 
objects   in   question. 

We   have   the   Honor   to   be   with   the   utmost   respect 
Sir 

Your   Excellency's 

Most   Humble   &    most 
Devoted  Servants. 

McTayish,  Frobisher  &  Co. 
Forsyth,  Kioharson  &  Co. 
Todd,  McGill  &  Co. 

Montreal  28d  April  1792. 
His  Excellency,  John  Graves  Simcoe,  Esqr.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
[  Q  278,  p  146  ] 


ESTIMATE   UPON   REPAIRS   AT   FORT    LERNOULT. 

Quebec  25th  April  1792. 
Estimate  of  the  expence  of  such  Works  and  Repairs  as  are  more 
immediately  necessary  in  Fort  Lernoult  at  Detroit  To  lay  three 
new  platforms,  repair  ten  others,  to  rebuild  the  Sally  port,  the  tim- 
bers of  which  are  rotten  &  have  given  way,  to  repair  part  of  the 
sod  work  of  the  interior  Slope.  To  clear  out  the  Ditch,  and  repair 
the  Countoscarp,  to  repair  and  replace  part  of  the  Picketting  and 
Fraize,  clear  out  and  repair  the  Drains,  mend  the  Ramp  Ladders 
and   Wooden   Banquettes,    and   erect   a   new    Flag-Staff. 

Carpenters 49 — 18 — 6 

Labourers 88—  0—0 


X137— 18— 6 
52 
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Materials  necessary. 

Fifteen  hundred  feet  runng  Oak,  9  by  10 

Twelve  hundred  sixty  do  6  by  6 

Eighteen  hundred  Supl.  3  In  Oak  Plank 

One  hundred  fifty  lbs  7  In.  Spikes 

Sixteen  lbs  20d  Nails 

Sixteen  lbs  lOd     Do. 

Two  hundred  fifty  pickets  14  ft  long  6  In.  Diamr 

Eighteen  hundred  Supl.  2  In.  pine  Plank 

Amounting  to  One  Hundred  Thirty  Seven  Pounds  Eighteen  Shillings 

and  Six  Pence  Currency. 

Benjn  Fisher 

Capt.  Commg  Rl.  Engrs. 


Approved, 

Alured  Clarke. 

By  the  Major  General's  Command, 

Frans  LeMaistre,  M.  S. 


I 


Amount  of  Materials  ^£141 — 16  Curry.     (Sic.) 

Endoreed:    No.  13.    25  April  1792. 

Estimate  for  Repairs  necessary  to  Fort  Lernoalt  at  Detroit  £137—18—6. 
In  Lt.  Goyr.  Clarke's  No.  66,  of  2d  Feb.  1793. 

[  Q  62,  p  103  ] 


JAMES   WILKINSON  TO  COMMANDING  OFFICERS  OF   THE   MILITIA  OF  KENTUCKY. 

Circular. 

FoRT  Washington  25  April  1792. 
Sir, 

Willing  to  spare  the  effusion  of  human  blood,  where  it  may  be 
done  consistently  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Nations,  The 
President  of  the  United  States  has  determined  to  give  the  misled 
and  deluded  tribes  of  Belligerent  Indians,  a  last  opportunity  to  save 
themselves   by    an    honorable   and    substantial    peace. 

For  this  purpose,  Messengers  have  been  dispatched  to  their  sev- 
eral Towns  with  overtures  of  accommodation,  and  as  it  is  deeply 
interesting  in  every  point  of  view  that  whilst  these  overtures  are 
pending,  offensive  measures  should  cease  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States   in   every   quarter. 
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It  is  ordered  by  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  you 
and  the  Militia  under  your  command,  do  forbear  all  hostility,  other 
than  what  may  be  rendered  necessary  in  your  own  Defence,  until 
the  further  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  made 
known. 

I   have    the   honor   to   be   &c 

(Signed)  Ja.  Wilkinson 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  Troops  of  the 
United  States  Western  Department. 

To  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Militia  of  Kentucky. 

General  Orders. 

Head  Quarters, 

Fort  Washington  3d  April  1792. 

Offensive  hostilities  are  to  cease  until  further  orders,  and  the 
commandants  of  all  posts  &  Parties,  are  to  receive  Flags  from  the 
Enemy  with  due  respect,  and  will  forward  them  to  this  Fort,  under 
the  escort   of  a   commissioned  officer  without  a  moments  unnecessary 

delay. 

(Signed)  Ja.  Wilkinson 

Commandant. 
Witness,     Caleb  Swan. 

(Signed)  Sam.  Colesworthy,  Junr. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  397  ] 


letter   from   LIEUT.    GOV.   J.   G.   SIMCOE. 

[  No.  7.  ]  Quebec  April  28th  1792. 


Sir, 


But  Sir,  I  think  it  of  importance,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  observe  that 
neither  upon  general  principles  of  policy  of  those  of  Military  Defence  do 
I  conceive  it  necessary  to  erect  a  Town,  or  to  fortify  the  pass  opposite 
to  the  Isle  of  Bois  Blanc  not  even  should  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment think  proper  to  cede  the  post  of  Detroit  to  the  United  States. 
— I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 
form    this   opinion.     I   conceive   that    the    present    situation   of   Great 
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Britain  and  the  United  States  in  respect  to  each  other  can  only  be 
defined  to  be  a  Truce  with  this  great  and  essential  difference,  that 
Great  Britain  is  anxiously  desirous  and  most  seriously  disposed  to 
convert  this  Truce  into  all  the  Confidence  and  advantages  which 
discriminate  a  Truce  from  a  perfect  peace,  and  cordial  Alliance.  I 
conceive  the  Governntent  of  the  United  States,  and  facts  have  hith- 
erto proved  it,  mean  otherwise;  If  in  this  situation,  it  shall  be  the 
policy  of  great  Britain  under  any  arrangement  or  compromise,  to 
give  up  the  Barrier  Forts,  she  will  do  it  upon  the  principle  of 
aiming  to  obliterate  all  traces  of  past  animosity,  and  in  the  very 
execution  of  such  a  design,  she  will  give  no  cause  for  suspicion  in 
attempting  to  erect  new  and  expensive  Fortifications — a  Fortress  at 
the  Bois  blanc  would  exactly  fall  under  this  description — its*  use 
would  be,  to  prevent  Vessels  of  Burden  passing  from  Detroit  to 
Lake  Erie  and  as  to  eflfeot  this  purpose  more  than  one  point  is 
proposed  to  be  embraced,  it  necessarily  must  become  expensive.  In 
a  general  Military  View  my  objections  are,  that  if  the  United  States 
should  see  Great  Britain  fortifying  for  the  express  purpose  of  being 
offensive  in  Case  of  War,  they  would  enquire  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  pass  of  the  Detroit  and  in  their  turn  might  find  out  a  position 
that  would  give  them  equal  or  Superior  advantages  to  what  we  should 
receive  from  the  fortifying  of  the  Bois  Blanc  and  this,  I  apprehend, 
would  be  eminently  the  case  at  the  Spring  near  the  River  Rouge, 
where  the  draught  of  wind  meeting  from  each  Lake,  it  frequently 
happens,  that  vessels  with  fair  winds  from  both  Lakes  meet  and  are 
stopped.  It  therefore  appears  to  me,  that  if  it  be  thought  necessary 
that  Government  should  have  a  Garrison  any  where  on  the  Straights 
of  Detroit,  it  had  better  be  placed  directly  opposite  to  the  present 
Town  to  which,  the  Cannon  and  Stores,  might  easily  be  moved  where 
the  Barracks  of  the  Troops  might  be  so  constructed  as  to  be  adequate 
fortificatons,  and  where,  I  understand  wharfs,  if  necessary,  might  as 
conveniently  be  erected  as  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  where  it  is 
probable  many  of  the  Inhabitants  who  prefer  the  British  (Tovernraent 
would  easily  retire,  and  by  whose  means  a  Commercial  Intercourse 
would  be  kept  up  with  the  Inhabitants  in  the  District  of  the  United 
States. 

I  think  it  my  duty.  Sir,  to  state  these  opinions  to  you,  as  the 
necessity  of  erecting  a  Town  opposite  to  the  Bois  blanc  is  held 
forth  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Land  board  of  Hosae,  transmitted 
to  you  at  this  moment,  as  a  reason  for  the  propriety  of  ranking  a  pur- 
chase of  Land  from  the    Indians  of    which    tlieir    Superintendant    Col. 
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McKee  has  declared  it  to  be  necessary  for  their  comfort,  that  they 
should  remain  Possessors  and  in  particular,  as  in  a  conversation 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  holding  with  Mr.  Pitt,  he  seemed  to 
wish  to  obtain  such  information  as  might  be  necessary  to  form  his 
judgement  how  to  obviate  the  inconvenience,  should  Great  Britain 
cede   the   Barrier  Forts   to   the   United    States. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  Respect 

Your  most  obt.  &  obliged  Servt. 

J.   G.    SiMCOE. 
Eadorsed:    Quebec  28th  April  1792. 

Lieat.  Govr.  Sitncoe  No.  7.    R.  14  Jaae.    Two  Enclosures. 
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SPEECH   OF   BRIG.    GEN.   JAMES  WILKINSON   TO   THE   INDIANS. 

To   the   Wyandott   and    Ottawa   Nations   of    Indians,   and    all    the  red 
people   living  on  Sandusky  River  &  the  waters  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Sachems,  Chiefs  &  Warriors, 

Listen  to  the  voice  of  reason,  Hear  with  willing  Ears;  see  with 
open  Eyes,  and  incline  your  hearts  to  peace;  The  Chief  who 
addressed  you,  respects  you  because  you  are  true  men,  and  loves 
you  because  you  are  good  Warriors.  He  is  now  your  Enemy,  but 
is  desirous  to  bury  the  Hatchet,  take  you  by  the  hand  and  call 
you   Brothers. 

By  order  of  General  Washington,  the  head  Chief  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  I  sent  three  young  men,  in  the  beginning  of 
last  month  with  a  talk,  directed  to  all  the  nations  now  at  war,  a 
copy  of  which  Talk  I  herewith  send  you.  My  young  men  were 
directed  to  keep  the  big  road,  by  which  the  Army  marched  to 
Kakinga,  the  fall  before  last,  and  they  have  now  been  absent  forty 
four  days — ^since  the  departure  of  these  young  men,  a  big  Captain 
has  arrived  here  with  a  great  talk  from  our  Father  Washington  and 
tomorrow   he   will  proceed    with    it   towards   the   Omie   River. 

Chiefs  &  Warriors, 

Now  the  reason  why  I  send  this  short  talk  to  you,  particularly 
at   this  time,   is,   because    I    have   confidence   in   your   truth,   and  your 
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wisdom,  and  that  I  wish  you  to  repair  immediately  with  the  bearer 
to  the  Omie,  there  to  hear  the  Talk  of  our  Father  General  Wash- 
ington, to  have  your  Eyes  opened,  and  your  hearts  put  at  ease,  but 
if  this  should  be  disagreeable  to  you,  it  is  my  wish  that  all  your 
Chiefs,  should  oome  immediately  to  this  place  or  go  to  Pittsburgh, 
and  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  where  our  Father  waits  to  take 
you  by  the  hand  of  friendship,  and  to  convince  you  that  bad  and 
wicked  men  have  been  the  cause  of  the  war  between  us,  and  the 
blood   we   have   spilt. 

Sachems,  Chiefs  &  Warriors, 

This  Talk  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  a  Chief  and  Great  War- 
rior, who  is  directed  to  make  his  way  to  you  as  quick  as  possible, 
I  pray  of  you  to  receive  him  as  a  Brother,  and  to  treat  him  well, 
that  he  may  wipe  away  the  mist  from  your  eyes,  and  enable  you 
to  see  and  to  understand,  the  sincerity  and  good  disposition  of  Qur 
great   Chief   towards   you    and   all   the   nations   of   red    People. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  Washington  the  twentieth 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
two,  and  the  sixteenth   year  of  American  Independance. 

Jas.  Wilkinson 
Brig.  Genl.  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Indorsed:    A- 

In  Lt.  Col.  England's  of  5th  Jnly  1792. 
Transmitted:    In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  46,  of  ^9  Sep.  1792. 

[  Q  61-1,  p  141  ] 


BRIG.   GEN.    JAMES   WILKINSON   TO    COL.    .JOHN   HARDEN. 

Fort  Washington  May  20th  1792. 
Sir, 

You  will  take  your  departure  tomorrow  for  the  Wyandot  Towns 
on  the  Sandusky  River,  and  will  proceed  by  such  Route  as  in  your 
Judgement  may  appear  most  condusive  to  the  safe,  certain  and 
expeditious  accomplishment  of  this  Journey.  The  great  object  of 
your  Mission,  is  to  induce  the  Chiefs  of  that  and  the  neighbour- 
ing Nations  to  accompany  you  to  Philadelphia,  immediately  by  Pitts- 
burgh, or  by  this  post,  or  should  that  be  impracticable,  you  are 
if  possible  to  prevail  upon  them  to  accompany  you  to  the  Omee, 
where  you  will  fall  in  with  Major  Trueman,  and  by  your  joint 
exertions,    will   accomplish    as  general   a   convention    of    the    tribes   as 
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possible,  when  this  object  is  attained  in  the  highest  degree  possi- 
ble, the  Speech  from  the  President  must  be  delivered  to  them  in 
due  form,  and  having  added  to  this  Speech  such  information  and 
concessions  consistent  with  the  Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  as  may  appear  to  be  popular  among  the  hostile  Tribes,  They 
are  to  be  requested  after  due  deliberation  to  give  a  decisive  answer, 
as  to  their  disposition  to  peace,  or  their  Determination  on  War, 
You  are  to  commit  to  writing,  this  answer  &  the  substance  of  all 
their  Speeches;  Should  they  decide  in  favor  of  the  latter,  after  your 
reiterated  endeavours  to  reconcile  and  pacify  them,  you  will  concert 
such  measures  for  your  safe  return,  as  may  in  your  Judgement, 
best  answer  that  end,  but  should  you  on  the  contrary  find  them 
disposed,  or  be  able  to  incline  them  to  peace,  you  will  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Major  Trueman  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  to  prevail 
upon  a  deputation  from  all  the  Tribes  to  proceed  by  this  Post,  or 
by  the  nearest  route,  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  hold  a  Conference, 
and  effect  a  final  accomodation,  with  the  President,  and  as  an  induce- 
ment thereto,  you  are  to  promise  them  a  safe  passport.  Clothing, 
Arms,  Ammunition,  provisions,  silver  Ornaments  and  such  other 
necessaries  as  they  may  require.  Failing  in  this  attempt,  you  will 
then  endeavour  to  bring  them  to  a  treaty  at  this  place,  or  at  one 
of  our  out-posts.  And  in  case  that  also  should  be  found  impracti- 
cable, you  may  engage  to  meet  them  at  Kakinga,  the  site  of  the 
old   Maumi  Village; 

In  fixing  upon  the  day  for  such  Treaty,  you  will  have  particular 
regard  to  the  time  necessary  for  the  intelligence  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  President,  and  for  the  appointment  and  arrival  (at  this  place) 
of  Commissioners  of  Peace,  with  the  necessary  provision  to  aid  the 
negociation,  to  prevent  the  effects  of  misfortune,  disappointment  or 
delay  in  making  the  necessary  communications  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  you  are  to  dispatch  a  duplicate  of  your  letter  to  me,  by  a 
Courier  directly    to    Pittsburgh; 

Whilst  these  measures  are  depending,  you  are  to  stipulate  a  sol- 
emn Armistice,  but  are  to  make  known  to  the  Indians  that  we  shall 
continue  to  send  forward  regular  supplies  of  provisions  to  our  out 
posts,  and  should  it  be  deemed  politick,  I  would  advise  that  Major 
Trueman   continue   at   the   Towns. 

Should  any  circumstance  of  importance  clearly  &  decidedly  favour- 
able or  unfavourable  to  our  views,  occur  at  Sandusky,  you  will 
endeavour  to  send  in  a  runner  to  Pittsburgh  with  communications 
on   the   subject,    to   the   Secretary    of   War. 
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Heartily    wishing   you    safety   &   suooess,    I   pray   God   to   keep   you 

under   his   protection   and   am    with    the   sinoerest   regard. 

Sir   ikc&. 

Jas.  Wilkinson 

B.  Genl.  A.  U.  S. 
Colonel  John  Harden. 

Indorsed:    E. 

In  Lt.  CoJ.  England's  of  5  July  1792. 
Tranemitted:    In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  46,  of  29  Sep.  '92. 

[  Q  61-1,  p  156  ] 


CAPT.   JOSEPH   BRANT   TO   COL.   A.   GORDON. 

r  No.  1.  ]  Lenox  2l8t  May  1792. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  Messengers  having  returned  from  Detroite,  who  I  sent  thither 
to  make  the  Western  Indians  acquainted  with  a  message  I  had  from 
Congress,  and  to  learn  their  situation,  and  know  their  opinion, 
respecting   the   Invitation. 

They  are  now  returned,  and  I  have  likewise  received  another 
message  from  Congress  in  consequence  of  the  reports  from  the  West- 
ward— after  weighing  matters  maturely  I  have  determined  to  accept 
of  the  present  invitation  and  propose  setting  out  for  Philadelphia 
in   a   few   days. 

I   am    Dear   Sir 

Your   most   obedt.    huml.    Servant 

(Signed)  Jos=  Brant. 

To  Colonel  Gordon. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  412  ] 


CAPT.    JOSEPH    BItANT    TO   COL.    A.    GORDON. 

(  No.  2.  ]  Lenox  22d  May  1792. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  consequence  of  a  message  from  you,  by  Doctor  Kerr,  wishing 
to  know,  whether  Col.  Butler  had  recommended  my  visiting  General 
Knox   in    consequence   of   his   invitations,    Colonel   Butler    has   recom- 
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mended    it    to     me   to    go,    he    looking    upon    it    that    it    would     be 
attended   with    favorable   consequences   to   the   Indians. 
I   am    Dear   Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

(Signed)  Josh   Brant. 

Col.  Gordon. 

Iniorsed:    4  &  5. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  31,  of  13  Jnne  1795  ( 2  ?  ). 

[  Q  59-2,  p  413] 


CAPT.    JOSEPH    BRANT   TO    COL.    A.    MC  KEE. 

Lenox  23d  May  1792. 
Dr.  Sir, 

Yours  from  Niagara  I  received  and  am  sorry  I  had  not  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  particularly  so,  as  you  did  not  answer  me 
on  the  subject  I  last  requested  your  opinion,  having  the  other  day 
received  another  pressing  invitation  from  General  Knox  and  the 
Messengers  1  dispatched  to  Detroit  being  returned,  weighing  the 
situation  of  the  Indians  and  the  evasive  answers  we  received  from 
the  ofl&cers  of  Government,  when  applied  to  for  assistance,  I  have 
thought  it  advisable  upon  mature  reflection,  to  accept  of  the  last, 
and  am  this  far  on  my  way ;  my  situation  at  present  truly  disa- 
greeable, those  employed  by  Government,  dissuading  me  from  going, 
without  being  able,  officially  to  promise  us  protection,  in  my  opin- 
ion, candidly  speaking,  things  are  come  to  that  crisis  that  steps 
ought  to  be  immediately  taken  to  secure  ourselves  from  the  insults 
and  ravages  of  the  Americans,  if  Great  Britain  wishes  us  to  defend 
our  Country,  why  not  tell  us  so  in  plain  language.  If  the  reverse, 
let  it  be  mentioned,  then  we  will  know  how  to  act,  and  be  enabled 
to  take  such  steps  as  will  secure  us  and  our  posterity.  There  is 
now  a  field  open  for  our  accommodation  with  the  Americans,  and 
which,  as  far  as  we  consistently  can,  ought  for  our  own  Interest, 
and  the  happiness  of  our  Women  &  Children  endeavor  to  accom- 
plish. 

If   their   demands   are   such    as   we    cannot    comply    with,    then   the 
best   of   a   bad    bargain    must   be   made,    carrying   on   a  Defensive  war, 
defending   our   real   property,    may  probably   incite   the    pity  of   Great 
53 
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BritaiD,  and  make  them  explain  themselves  on  this  subject,  which 
I  have  never  as  yet,  been  able  to  prevail  upon  them  to  do.  My 
taking  this  jaunt  to  the  American  seat  of  government,  will  enable 
me  to  form  an  Idea  of  their  Intentions,  and  how  far  a  Peace  is 
likely  to  take  place,  as  they  wish  to  consult  with  me  on  ditfere"nt 
subjects.  I  shall  on  this  one  be  no  way  backward  of  freely  telling 
the  steps  I  think  necessary  to  be  taken  by  them,  if  they  are 
inclined  for  peace,  relinquishing  the  Idea  of  having  the  Muskingum 
Treaty  fulfilled,  is  in  my  opinion  the  principle  object  that  pre- 
vents an  accommodation,  the  Interests  of  the  Indians  has  ever  and 
I  hope  ever  shall  be  my  greatest  aim,  in  accomplishing  of  which 
I  have  never  spared  time  or  trouble,  my  present  step  I  hope  will 
be  a  more  convincing  step  thereof,  and  government,  I  have  little 
doubt  but  will  approve  of  it,  as  it  is  nearly  our  last  effort.  The 
Americans  have  paved  the  way  for  peace,  in  so  doing  they'll  prob- 
ably resign  pretensions,  which  they  would  by  no  means  do  were 
we   the  solicitors. 

Saying  any — particular  to  you  about  our  situation  is  needless,  as 
you  are  as  well  acquainted  therewith,  as  I  can  describe,  I  must 
therefore  again  solicit  you  to  know  your  opinion,  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  respecting  us,  you  are  now  where  you  may  learn  it — Our 
conduct  in  any  wise  being  disapproved  of,  would  hurt  me  much, 
but  when  I  reflect  on  the  questions  I  have  frequently  asked  of  the 
great,  leading  men,  to  which  they  have  always  declined  answering  me 
pointedly.  This  I  hope  will  now  bring  the  business  to  an  Issue, 
and  we  may  know,  whether  to  prosecute  the  war  or  to  make  a  peace, 
one   of   which    must    be   the    case. 

I  wrote  to  Sir  John  in  the  course  of  last  winter  respecting  Pro- 
vision for  our  Western  friends,  to  which,  as  well  as  one  I  wrote 
to  Mr.  Chew,  on  the  same  subject,  likewise  hinting  my  expectation 
of  Receiving  an  Invitation  from  Congress,  to  neither  of  which 
(though    pressing)    have    I    ever   received    an    answer. 

Hearing   from    you    as   soon    as   possible    fully    on    this    subject    will 
be   greatly    esteemed    by 
Dj   Sir 

Your   sincere    friend    and    well    wisher 

(Signed)  Jos.  Brant. 

Colonel  McKec,  Montreal. 

Indorsed:    3. 

In  Lt.  Ooyr.  Clarke'a  No.  81,  of  13  Jane  1792. 
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LIEUT.    GOV.    ALURED   CLARKE    TO    HENRY   DUNDAS. 

[  No.  30.  ]  Quebec  26th  May  1792. 

Sir, 

I    have    the    honor    to    inclose  you    copies     of  three    Letters    & 

their    inclosures,     from  Colonel    Gordon  commandina;    the 

A    R    O     O 

Upper  Posts,  also  one  from  Mr.  McKee,  Indian  agent  at  De- 
troit,  which    contain    the   latest   communications   from   that   quarter. 

What  are  the  particulars  referred  to  by  Colonel  Gordon  as  of  too 
delicate  a  nature  to  be  trusted  to  the  channel  of  an  oflScial  dis- 
patch, I  have  not  yet  learnt,  nor  have  as  yet  received  copies  of 
the  Secretary  of  Wars  Instructions  to  General  St  Clair,  or  Joseph 
Brant's  Letter  declining  [General  Knox's  Invitation  to  visit  Phila- 
delphia, but  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  after  the  receipt 
thereof   to   transmit   them    to   you. 

I   have  the   honor   to   be   with   great   respect.    Sir, 
Your   most   obedient   and 

most   faithful   humble   Servant 

Alured  Clarke. 
The  Right  Honble  Henry  Dundas 

Indorsed:    Quebec  26th  May  1792. 

Lient.  Govr.  Clarke  No.  30.    R.  11  July.    14  Enclosares. 
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letter   from   col.    a.   GORDON. 

Extract   of   a   letter   from    Colonel   Gordon   dated 

Niagara  30th  May  1792. 
Sir, 

I   have    the    honor   to   state    to    you    for    the    information    of    His 

Excellency   the    Commander    in    Chief,    that    in    consequence    of    the 

invitation  to  Captain  Brant   (as  notified   in  my  letter  under  date  15th 

of   the   present   month)    he   sett   off   for   Philadelphia   on   the   22nd. 

After  the  opinions  I  had  assumed  the  liberty  of  giving  him,  on 
a  former  occasion  of  this  nature,  I  declined  any  further  interfer- 
ence, being  uncertain  how  far  the  steps  I  had  already  taken  met 
with   the   concurrence   of   His   Excellency. 

The  accompanying  papers  marked  No  1  &  2  contain  all  I  know  on 
the  subject. 

[  Q  59-2,  p  412  ] 
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EXTRACT. 

Extract   of    a    Letter    received    from    the    Glaize   dated    the   3rd    June 

1792. 

"Four  or  five  days  ago  a  Captain  Trueman  was  killed  about  60  miles 
from  this  place,  he  had  a  Commission  from  Knox  dated  Philadelphia 
4th  April  impowering  him  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  and  if  they  had 
any  grievances  which  they  wished  redressed,  he  was  to  endeavor  to  get 
the  Chiefs  to  Philadelphia.  The  Speech  Addressed  to  the  Indians  to 
which  is  affixed  a  large  Belt  of  White  Wampum,  promises  them  fair. 
They  tell  them  they  ask  for  no  more  Land  than  what  they  purchased 
at  Muskingum  in  1789,  and  if  they  can  shew  that  those  Chiefs  who 
disposed  of  those  Lands  had  no  right  to  do  so,  they  will  either  give 
up  their  claim  or  make  a  sufficient  compensation  for  them. 

It  is  wrote  on  parchment  and  couched  in  a  language  not  so  offensive 
to  Indian  Ears  as  the  Speeches  formerly  sent  among  them.  I  am  just 
now  informed  also  two  men  who  were  sent  by  way  of  Sandusky  are 
also  killed. 

Indorsed:    Copy  No.  2. 
Glaize  3  Jane  1792. 
Copy  of  an  Extract  of  a  Letter, 

[  Q  61-1,  p  160  ] 


WILLIAM   may's   declaration. 

Detroit  9th  June  1792. 

William  May  an  American  Deserter  brought  in  by  the  Indians  yes- 
terday evening  declares,  that,  he  deserted  from  Fort  Hamilton  the 
13th  April  last,  That  on  the  20th  he  was  met  by  a  party  of  Min- 
goes  who  brought  him  to  the  Glaize,  That  the  Garrison  of  Fort 
Hamilton,  when  he  deserted  consisted  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieuten- 
ant, one  Ensign,  a  Doctor,  Commissary  and  seventy  Serjeants,  Cor- 
porals, Rank  and  File,  a  Corporal  and  Six  Artillery  men  with  three 
pieces   of   Cannon. 

The  Americans  had  built  a  strong  Fort,  between  Forts  Hamilton 
and  Jefferson  called  Fort  St  Clair.  That  when  the  American  Army 
came  against  the  Indians  last  Fall  Doctor  Ellison  had  orders  to 
poison  the  Liquor  they  had  with  them,  in  case  they  should  be 
defeated,  but  the  Doctor  thinking  it  would  be  time  enough  to  do 
it  when  there   should  be   any  appearance   of   their  retreating,   together 
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with  the  great  attention  he  paid  Major  ^Ferguson  of  the  artillery 
who  was  mortally  wounded,  made  him  forget  obeying  the  orders 
being   put   into   execution    till   too   late. 

He  further  adds  that  when  he  came  away,  the  Pack  Horse  Mas- 
ters were  all  provided  with  Poison  to  put  into  the  Liquors  on  any 
appearance   of   being   surprised   by    the    Indians. 

ladorsed:    No.  3. 

Detroit  9th  June  1792. 
William  May's  Declaration. 

[  Q  60-1,  p  161  ] 


SPEECH   OF   THE    SHAWANESE    AND    DELAWARES   TO    CAPT.    MATHEW    ELLIOTT, 

Grand  Glaize  Uth  June  1792. 
Father, 

The  two  Speeches  that  accompany  this,  we  are  at  a  loss  •  what 
answer  to  return  to,  we  alone  here  can  do  nothing,  but  all  the 
warriors  of  the  different  nations  meet  at  the  Mahigan  Town,  when 
we  all  meet  we  will  tell  them  to  abandon  this  side  of  the  Ohio 
if  they   expect   peace. 

We  commence  our  Campaign  with  the  siege  of  Fort  Jefferson  and 
if  it  should  please  the  Great  Spirit  to  grant  us  success  we  will  send 
in    our   answer   by   the   Prisoners. 

As  we  have  sent  you  all  the  Speeches  you  will  see  what  they 
tell  us.  These  are  our  Intentions  at  present,  but  we  want  your 
advice,  send  us  it  that  it  may  overtake  at  the  Mahigan  Town.  We 
imagine  they  mean  to  dupe  us  as  usual,  but  we  mean  to  be  ready 
to  receive  them.  This  day  the  first  of  us  left  this  place,  and  we 
have  sent  word  to  the  Potowatamies  and  to  those  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids  to  meet  us  at  the  above  mentioned  place,  be  strong  there- 
fore  &  push   on    those   of   your   Children    that   are   nigh    Detroit. 

Father, 

You  told  us  you  would  supply  our  families  with  provisions,  they 
are  now  left  &  now  is  the  time,  send  it  out  as  soon  as  you  can, 
and  as  much  as  possible,  as  we  wish  to  do  something  before  our 
return,  we  do  not  expect  to  be  back  soon.  Do  every  thing  for  us 
in  your  power  and  if  it  can  be  done  prevail  on  the  Traders 
amongst   us   to   bring   it    from    the   Rapids. 

We  wanted  White  hat  to  go  along  with  us  to  write  our  answer 
to   the   Americans,   but   as   he   has   told   us  he  cannot  go  send  us  out 
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some   person   from   Detroit   for  that   purpose  that   he  may  overtake  us 
at   the   Mahigan    River. 

Speech   of   the   Shawanese   &    Delawares   at   the 
Glaize   to   Captain    Elliott. 

Indorsed:    B. 

In  Lt.  Colo.  England's  of  5  Jnly  1792. 
Transmitted:    In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  46,  of  29  Sepr.  '92. 
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SIR    JOHN   JOHNSON   TO   LIEUT     GOV.    ALURED   CLARKE. 

Montreal  11th  June  1792. 

Sib, 

Colonel  MoKee  and  Mr.  Chew  who  arrived  here  this  morning  at 
nine  o'clock  have  agreeably  to  your  Excellency's  desire  made  known 
to  me  the  purport  of  the  Communications  and  directions  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  your  Excellency's  wishes  relative 
thereto. 

As  it  is  not  positively  known  that  the  Western  Nations  will  recede 
(If  necessary)  from  the  Boundary  described  by  their  Deputies  last 
year  at  Quebec,  nor  what  line  the  Six  Nations  may  insist  upon  as  a 
continuation  from  that  to  the  Northward,  it  will  be  necessary  that 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler  and  Colonel  McKee  obtain  their  determina- 
tion thereon,  before  any  person  can  with  propriety  be  dispatched  to 
Mr.   Hammond  upon    the   subject. 

As  Colonel  McKee's  objections  and  the  necessity  there  may  be 
for  his  presence  at  Detroit,  particularly  at  this  time  when  various 
distant  Nations  are  now  assembled,  and  assembling  at  the  Glaize, 
and  the  Miamis  Villages,  even  from  the  Spanish  side  of  the  Miss- 
issippi, may  be  considered  as  a  sufficient  reason  to  prevent  his 
being  employed  on  this  occasion — the  same  motives  that  have  ever 
actuated  my  conduct,  would  upon  this,  as  upon  every  other  occa- 
sion, influence  me  to  offer  my  services  were  it  not  for  the  very 
unpleasant  predicament  I  stand  in,  proscribed  by  an  Act  of  Attain- 
der, with  many  other  reasons  and  circumstances  that  would  render 
it  highly  improper  for  me  to  go  into  the  States  at  present.  I  am 
therefore  at  a  loss  to  point  out  a  proper  Person,  unless  the  situa- 
tion Mr.  Dease  is  in  would  not  be  thought  an  objection  to  his 
being  employed,  in  that  case  I  know  no  other  person  in  the  Depart- 
ment so  well  qualified  in  point  of  abilities  &  address,  as  well  from 
a   general  know4edge  of   the  dispositions,    Interest   and    Inclinations  of 
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the  Six  Nations  and  Western  Indians  in  particular.  Should  he  not 
be  thought  eligible  I  know  no  other  Person  in  the  Department 
except  Colonel  Campbell,  and  ho  is  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
claims  and  pretensions  of  those  nations,  and  with  the  Geography  of 
that    Country. 

Colonel  McKee  will  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Post  that  your  Excel- 
lency may  give  such  directions  as  you  may  judge  proper  as  to  the 
assembling  the  Indians  at  Niagara  &  Detroit  to  hear  and  receive 
their  final  resolutions,  the  Person  to  be  employed,  if  in  this  Quar- 
ter may  wait  to  receive  your  dispatches,  and  to  save  time  may 
meet  the  Messenger  from  Detroit  with  the  answer,  at  Niagara  and 
go  through  the  Six  Nation  Country  to  New-  York  or  Philadelphia, 
or  go  on  to  Sandusky,  and  go  by  the  route  of  Tuscurawas  and 
Fort  Pitt  to  Philadelphia,  as  may  be  thought  most  advisable  from 
the  Information  that  may  be  received  from  Colonel  McKee  as  to 
the  safety  of  the  one  or  the  other  route,  time  does  not  admit  of 
my  entering  more  fully  into  this  business,  but  I  will  be  happy  to  have 
it  in  my  power  to  give  you  every  Information  in  my  power,  and  have 
the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  and  regard 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble.   Servant 

(Signed)  John  Johnson. 

His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Indoreed:    2. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  31,  of  13  Jane  1792. 
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LIEUT.    GOV.    ALURED   CLARKE   TO    HENRY   DUNDAS. 

Quebec  13th  June  1792. 
Sir, 

On  the  27th  Ulto  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  Duplicate  of  your 
letter  of  the  16th  March  covering  copies  of  one  from  you  to  my  Lord 
Dorchester  and  another  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Mr.  Hammond  on  the 
subject  of  the  Indian  War;  and  on  the  9th  Inst  Mr.  Givens  arrived 
here,  via  New  York  by  whom  I  received  the  originals,  and  shall  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  subject  matter  thereof. 

I  am  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  Letter  of  the 
2d  February  and  one  of  the  10th  April  delivered  me  on  the  11th 
Instant   by    Brigade   Major   Littlehales. 
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A  Proclamation  (copy  of  which  No.  1  is  inclosed)  having  been 
sent  from  Fort  Washington  to  the  Miamis  for  a  Cessation  of  hos- 
tilities between  the  Americans  and  the  Indians  for  two  Months,  Mr. 
McKee  has  taken  advantage  thereof  to  come  to  Montreal,  and  was 
actually  there  at  the  time  your  letter  came  to  hand.  I  therefore 
desired  Sir  John  Johnson  and  him  to  meet  Colonel  Simcoe  and 
myself  at  this  place  without  delay;  illness  in  Sir  John's  family 
prevented  his  coming,  but  he  sent  the  Secretary  of  the  Indian 
Department  with  Mr.  McKee.  On  communicating  the  purport  of 
your  letter,  and  acquainting  Mr  McKee  that  he  had  been  pointed 
out  as  the  proper  person  to  assist  Mr.  Hammond  in  the  proposed 
negotiation,  he  expressed  his  readiness  to  exert  himself  in  every 
way  that  might  tend  to  the  advancement  of  His  Majesty's  Service, 
but  was  apprehensive  that  the  part  he  had  taken  for  many  years  past, 
and  his  connection  with  the  Indians  might  render  it  very  haz- 
ardous to  go  into  the  States,  and  at  the  same  time  stated  that  if 
that  was  not  the  case,  a  measure  of  this  kind  without  first  men- 
tioning his  intentions  to  the  Indians  would  create  great  jealousies 
and  contribute  much  to  lessen  his  influence  among  them  that  as 
they  were  assembling  his  presence  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  if 
be  was  not  there  His  Majesty's  Interest  would  suffer  much;  In 
which  opinion  Colonel  Simcoe  and  myself  coincided  and  wo  have  been 
since   confirmed  therein  by  Sir  John  Johnson's. 

I  immediately  dispatched  Mr.  McKee  to  the  Superintendant  Gen- 
eral, in  hopes  that  he  would  himself  undertake  the  Journey  to  Phila- 
delphia, convinced  he  would  afford  great  aid  to  Mr.  Hammond  and 
that  his  presence  there  would  be  productive  of  very  good  effects. 

I  have  this  morning  received  from  him  a  Letter  in  reply,  copy  of 
which  No  2  is  inclosed,  by  which  you  will  see  that  he  is  of  opinion 
it  is  unsafe  to  go  there,  and  at  the  same  time  thinks  that  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Indians  should  be  collected  before  any  person  can  be 
dispatched  with  effect  to  Mr.  Hammond  upon  the  subject.  I  shall 
therefore  give  directions .  for  their  being  assembled  at  Niagara  and 
Detroit  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  his  Letter;  and  in  the  mean 
time  will  send  Mr.  Givens  to  Mr.  Hammond  with  such  information 
as  it  may  be  requisite  to  communicate  immediately  and  this  I 
think  the  more  necessary  as  you  will  find  by  the  inclosed  papers 
No  3,  4,  and  5  which  I  have  just  received  that  Joseph  Brant  has 
accepted  General  Knox's  Invitation,  and  is  actually  gone  to  Phila- 
delphia. 
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Inclosed    I   transmit   No  6  Copy   of   the    Secretary  at  War's  Instruc- 
tions  to   General    St    Clair,    received    since   my    last   to   you. 
I   have   the   honor   to   be  with   groat   respect 
Sir  Your    most   obedient 

and    most   faithful  humble   Servant 
The  Right  Honble  Henry  Dundas.  Alured  Clarke. 

Cadorsed:     Quebec  ISth  Jane  1792. 

Lieut.  Govr.  Clarke  No.  31.    R.  21  Jaly.    6  Eaclosaree. 
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LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE   TO   HENRY    DUNDAS,   SEC  Y. 

[  No.  10.  ]  Montreal  June  21st  1792. 


Sir, 


I  have  been  most  Industriously  employed  in  concert  with  Colonel 
McKee  and  the  Indian  Department  in  procuring  every  possible 
information  to  substantiate  the  claims  of  the  Indian  Americans  to 
such  Lands  as  His  Majesty's  Ministers  have  thought  it  proper  in 
their  wisdom  that  they  should  retain — and  yesterday  the  21st  Lt. 
Givens  carried  such  documents  as  were  thought  useful  by  the  Gen- 
eral,   Sir   John  Johnson,    or   myself   to   Mr.    Hammond. 

I  agreed  perfectly  with  Major  General  Clarke  that  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  communicate  that  part  of  your  dispatch  which  hints  at  the 
Evacuation  of  the  Forts  to  any  person;  but  in  conversation  with 
Colonel  McKee,  as  He  intimated  that  he  apprehended  such  a  meas- 
ure might  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  compliance  of  Congress  with 
the  proposed  line  of  Demarcation,  I  minuted  down  his  Ideas,  and 
transmitted  them  to  Mr.  Hammond,  as  our  joint  opinion,  of  which 
I   beg   to   enclose   a   copy. 


I    have   the    Honor    to    be   with    the   utmost   Respect 

Sir  Your   very    obt  &    obliged    Servt 
To  the  Rt.  Honble  Henry  Dandas,  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

One  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  Whitehall,  London. 

Indorsed:    Montreal  2l8t  Jane  1792. 

Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe  No.  10.    E.  3d  Angt.    Two  Enclosares. 
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LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    8IMC0E    AND    COL.   A.    MC  KEE    TO    GEORGE    HAMMOND. 

Suppose  a   Boundary   should  be   settled    upon    the    following    Terms. 

Ist  The  Indian  Territory  to  form  a  Line,  seperating  the  British 
Territory    and    that   of    the    States. 

2d.  The  Posts  of  Niagara,  Oswego  &  Detroit  to  be  demolished 
&   not   held    by    either,    &    included    in    the    Indian    Territory. 

3d     Michillimackinac   to  be   evacuated. 

4th  The  Genesee  Territory  but  no  Post  to  be  "continued  to  the 
United  States,  &  as  a  proper  Ballance,  Great  Britain,  To  possess 
the    following   Territory. 

5thly  From  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  River,  or  from  the  River 
St  Clair,  on  the  west,  &  two  Leagues  deep  to  the  South,  this  seems 
to  have  been  the  original  allotment  of  Congress,  therefore  more 
reasonable   to   presume    that   they    would    admit    it. 

By  these  proposals  being  adopted,  the  Settlers  at  Detroit  would 
be  amenable  to  the  British  Jurisdiction,  otherwise  they  would  become 
Lawless  Vagabonds,  and  it  is  obvious  injurious  to  the  system  of 
peace   so   necessary   to   the   States,    Indians   &    British. 

The   Settlements   extend   to  the  Miami  Rapids. 

This  arrangement  it  is  probable  would  perpetuate  peace  between  the 
different  nations.  J.  G.  Simcoe. 


To  His  Excellency  George  Hammond,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
[  Q  278,  p  191  )  


A.  McKee. 


COL.    SIMCOE   TO    MR.    HAMMOND. 

Extracts    from    Colonel     Simcoe's    Letter    to    Mr.    Hammond    by    Mr. 
Givings,   Dated  June  2l8t. 

"His  Majesty's  Ministers  do  not  seem  to  have  made  any  distinction 
"  between  Detroit  and  the  other  Posts;  there  is  an  essential  one,  it  is 
"  a  large  settlement  &  I  should  hope,  would  remain  to  us  as  an 
"  Equivalent  for  the  Genesee  Country. 

"  It  would  be  very  mischievous  to  allow  settlements  of  the  extent 
"of  Detroit  to  be  neutral;  nor  would  it  be  abandoned  by  its  present 
"  possesBors;  It  would  therefore  be  the  Interest  of  both  Countries, 
"  that  it  should  remain  under  a  Jurisdiction  that  might  be  amenable 
'*  for  the  peaceable  demeanor  of  the  Inhabitants  tN:  answerable  under 
"  the  etrictest  limitations  not  to  extend  the  Territory"  J.  G.  S. 

Indorsed:    Kxtract   from  (/ommnnlcatinno  made  to  Mr.  Hnmmond  by  (yolonel  Simcoe. 
lu  Lt.  (iovr.  Simc(je'H  (  No.  10)  of  2l8t  Judb  1792.     No.  2. 

[  Q  278,  p  11)2  1 
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LIEUT.    COL.    RICHARD    ENGLAND    TO    FRANCIS    LE  MAISTRE. 

Detroit  July  5th  1792. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  herewith  for  the  inspection  of  His 
Excellency  Major  General  Clarke,  Copies  of  some  papers  sent  in  here 
from  the  Grand  Glaize,  and  in  a  separate  cover  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
an  Address  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  all  the  West- 
ern Indians,  signed  &  forwarded  by  Major  General  Knox.  These 
papers  were  sent  to  Captain  Elliott  Assistant  Superintendant  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  with  them  an  Account  that  Colonel  Harden  and  Captain 
Trueman  officers  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  whom  they  were 
entrusted,  were  unfortunately  killed  by  some  young  Indians.  They 
were  also  accompanied  with  a  Letter  to  Captain  Elliot  from  the 
Shawanese,  and  Delawares  praying  for  some  Provisions  for  their 
wives  &  Children,  an  extract  of  which  I  enclose  you,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  a  Requisition  from  him,  and  an  assurance,  that  it  has 
ever  been  customary  to  assist  them  with  Provisions  when  in  dis- 
tress for  them,  I  sent  him  on  the  24th  Ultimo  with  some  Indian 
Corn,  a  little  Flour,  some  Pork  &  Pease,  and  agreeable  to  the 
General  Instructions  sent  an  officer  from  the  Garrison  (Lieut. 
McDonell)    to   see   them    delivered. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  Captain  Elliot  informed  me  that  he  received 
an  Account  that  the  Americans  had  advanced  near  the  ground  where 
the  action  was  fought  on  the  4th  of  last  November,  and  were  build- 
ing a  Fort  there,  but  from  some  particulars  that  I  have  since 
heard,    am    apt   not   to   credit  it. 

Since  I  have  assumed  the  command  here,  I  have  sent  to  Niag- 
ara six  Prisoners  that  have  been  at  different  times  taken  by  the 
Indians,  and  have  wrote  to  Major  Smith  to  send  them  to  their 
own  Country  at  his  discretion,  some  of  them  have  been  sold  to 
Traders  by  the  Indians,  and  the  officer  commanding  at  Mackinac 
purchased    two   of   them. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be,    Sir 

Your   very    obedt   & 

Very   humble   Servant 

Rd.  England. 
Frans  LeMaistre,  Esqr. 

Indorsed:    No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lt.  Col.  England  dated  5th  Jnly  1792,  with  inclosnres. 
In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  46,  of  29th  Sepr.  1792.    • 

[  Q  61-1,  p  139  ] 


428  •        COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

CAPT.    DOYLE   TO   SIR   JOHN   JOHNSON. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Doyle  Commanding  at  Michili- 
mackinac  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart,  Superintendt  General  &g  of 
Indian    Affairs   dated    Macknc   23d    July    1792. 

"Wakeso  an  Ottawa  Chief  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  you 
this  Letter,  he  with  five  Chiefs  of  his  nation  set  out  from  henoe  to 
morrow  to  renew  their  friendship  with  the  Iroquois.  Their  Great 
Chief  La.  Fourche  requested  this  day  in  Council,  that  I  would 
inform  you  they  had  no  other  view  in  their  visit,  having  delayed 
answering  the  friendly  Speeches  sent  them  by  that  Nation  for  six 
years. 

The  Grand  Sable  is  just  returned  from  the  Miamies  he  surprized 
a  party  of  Americans,  consisting  of  an  officer  &  fourteen  men, 
close  to  Fort  Jefferson,  who  were  all  taken;  Some  disagreement 
arising  among  the  Indians  about  the  distribution  of  the  Prisoners, 
occasioned  ten  of  the  unfortunate  men  with  their  officer  to  be 
put  to  death,  the  four  Survivors  are  at  a  Chippeway  Village  thirty 
Leagues  from  hence,  whom  I  have  sent  for,  and  have  every  reason 
to  suppose  will  be  given  up  to  me,  when  they  shall  be  sent  to  Detroit." 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  WORKS  PROPOSED  AT  MICHILI MACKINAC  AND  DETROIT. 

Quebec  25th  July  1792. 

General  Statement  of  such  services  as  have  been  ordered  to  be 
performed,  and  are  in  part  executed  in  the  Engineers  Depart- 
ment in  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  ^  for  this 
Year   with    the   works   proposed    to   be   carried    on    in    1793. 

Michilim  akinac 

The  Fortifications  originally  designed  at  this  Post,  were  only  in 
part  executed,  and  have  been  discontinued  for  some  years,  owing 
as  well  to  the  great  oxpence  attending  them,  as  to  the  system 
adopted  not  having  perhaps  been  sufficiently  or  properly  considered, 
the  ditches  which  are  in  the  works  are  very  little  excavated,  and  the 
rampart  but  partly  raised,  but  in  order  to  prevent  the  place  being  sur- 
prized by  Indians    or    others    a  pioketting  has  been   raised  upon  it  all 
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round,  which  is  now  almost  intirely  rotten,  and  in  many  places  fallen 
down,  a  great  part  of  the  bank  under  the  cill  has  given  way,  and 
more  may  be  expected  to  follow,  the  platforms  are  so  decayed  as  to 
be  perfectly  useless,  new  Gun  Carriages  have  been  sent  up  and  two 
new  3|  In  Howitzers  Carriages  are  ordered  to  be  made  for  the  Post, 
a  small  Barrack  room  has  lately  been  built  and  fitted  up  with  births 
for  the  accomodation  of  the  Detachment,  but  the  Officer's  Barracks 
are  reported  to  be  scarcely  habitable,  the  commanding  officers  houses, 
as  well  as  some  of  the  Stores  are  without  the  Fort;  there  is  a  pile  of 
building  of  Masonry  within  the  fort,  intended  for  Officers'  Barracks, 
about  half  finished,  the  walls  nearly  raised  to  their  proper  height  and 
the  window  frames  put  in  but  the  roof  floors  &c  are  wanting. 

Considering  the  present  state  and  circumstances  of  the  Island  I  can- 
not recommend  compleating  the  fort  on  the  original  plan  as  the  greater 
part  of  what  has  been  done  appears  to  me  to  be  ill  judged  and  most 
of  the  expence  bestowed  on  it  a  waste  of  money  and  hardly  any 
improvement  or  alteration  can  be  made  that  will  fall  much  short  of 
a  new  one. 

If  the  works  were  intended  as  a  defence  against  musketry  or  Indians 
only  too  much  was  designed  and  if  against  Cannon  by  far  too  little 
and    most   of   that   little   ill   judged. 

In  the  first  case  a  Picketted  fort  flanked  with  Block-Houses  or 
if  designed  to  be  permanent  a  loop  holed  wall  or  good  stone  Block 
house  instead  of  picketting  would  have  been  quite  sufficient;  had 
an  Enemy  with  Cannon  been  apprehended,  it  would  then  have  been 
necessary  to  have  taken  post  on  the  commanding  ground  which 
effectually  commands  the  fort  at  about  Seven  or  Eight  Hundred 
yards,  either  by  a  Redout  or  such  other  work  as  the  strength  of 
the  Garrison  proposed  to  be  kept  here  might  have  pointed  out,  but 
for  the  immediate  protection  of  the  Village  it  would  still  have  been 
necessary  to  have  had  the  small  picketted  or  walled  fort  in  the 
situation  where  the  present  work  stands,  as  being  under  the  hill, 
it    is    too    distant,     and    not    seen    from    the    Commanding 

Estimate  No.  1.  ® 

ground — An  Estimate  is  herewith  transmitted  of  what 
may  probably  be  the  amount  of  such  repairs  as  are  deemed  indis- 
pensibly   necessary. 

Till  something  is  decided  on  respecting  this  fort  till  new  arrange- 
ments take  place,  and  in  order  as  far  as  possible  to  ensure  the 
immediate    possession    of    it,    at    least    to    prevent    any    surprise    by 
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Indians  or  others,  I  should  imagine  that  the  picketting  ought  to  be 
renewed,  the  platforms  and  Barracks  repaired,  and  some  attention 
paid  to  the  road  leading  up  to  the  Fort,  and  if  it  should  be  judged 
expedient  the  Officers  Barracks  (if  on  examination  the  walls  should 
be  found  not  to  have  received  much  injury  from  being  so  long  left 
exposed)  might  be  compleated.  The  Expence  of  these  repairs  will 
no  doubt  be  considerable  from  the  extent  of  the  Picketting  and  the 
ruinous   state   of   the   Buildings. 

Detroit. 

The  principal  services  now  executing  at  this  place  consist  in  such 
repairs  as  are  more  immediately  necessary  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers Barracks,  erecting  a  Flag  StafiP,  removing  twelve  platforms  and 
repairing   five   others   in    Fort    Lernoult. 

With  respect  to  such  further  services  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  year  1793,  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  for  me  to  determine  with- 
out knowing  to  what  extent  Government  may  chuse  to  go  in 
re-establishing   the   post   or   the   importance   in    which    it   is  viewed. 

The  decayed  State  of  the  Buildings  and  the  insecurity  of  the 
defences  of  the  Towns  from  the  runious  condition  of  the  Blook 
houses  and  Picketting  has  been  already  reported  on  by  Boards  of 
Survey,  and  since  more  fully  by  Lieut  Pilkington  of  the  Royal 
Engineers. 

I  shall  therefore  state  generally  the  condition  of  the  works  and 
Buildings  in  the  Fort,  Citadel,  Town  and  Naval  Yard,  accompanying 
the  report  with  separate  Estimates  and  submitting  to  better  judge- 
ment the  propriety  of  incurring  so  heavy  an  expence  as  appears 
requisite   to   re-instate   the    works   and    Buildings   of   the    Post. 

Fort  Lernoult. 

The  greater  part  of  the  interior  Slope  of  the  rampart  requires 
fresh  sodding,  the  Magazine  to  be  repaired,  and  the  position  of 
the  entrance  changed,  the  sheds  for  the  fixed  Ammunition  are  bad, 
and  from  their  proximity  to  other  Buildings,  and  to  the  Magazine 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  place  in  case  of  fire,  a  new  one  is 
therefore  proposed  new  drip  boards  and  several  new  water  spouts 
are  wanting  to  the  liarracks,  the  Sally  Port  quite  rotten,  unsafe  & 
injurious     to  the  health  of    the    men    occasionallv  confined  there.    The 
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luain  Drain  very  offensive,  the  fraize  and  picketting  in  the  ditch 
much  decayed,  the  ditch  requires  in  many  parts  to  be  cleaned  and  the 
counterscrap  repaired,  the  Gate,  Bridge,  and  Abbatis  are  good  the 
Magazine  contiguous  to  the  Fort  wants  some  trifling  repairs  for  its 
security,  for  it  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
building   that   it   will   not   be   of   long   duration. 

Citadel. 

The  Barracks  in  general  require  plastering,  white-washing  and 
repairs  to  the  Hearths  and  Chymnies;  thirty  two  new  Sashes  are 
wanted,  as  also  two  addtional  ones  for  the  Hospital  to  give  a  freer 
communication  qf  air.  The  Barrack  Stores  are  mostly  placed  in  the 
upper  story  of  the  Men's  Barracks  as  are  also  the  Artillery  Stores, 
the  latter  from  their  great  weight,  not  only  render  such  a  disposi- 
tion very  inconvenient  but  endanger  greatly  the  Building  which  is 
slight,  the  picketting  of  the  citadel  and  wood  yard  is  wholly 
decayed. 

Toion. 

The  Picketting  on  the  water  side  is  good  but  from  Fort  Lernoult 
to  the  water  on  the  East  side,  quite  rotten,  and  in  many  places 
supported  by  props,  the  same  on  the  West  side  excepting  the  sal- 
ient parts  contiguous  to  the  Block  houses.  The  Block  houses  Nos 
1  &  2  wholly  decayed,  and  unsafe  even  to  the  removal  of  the  Can- 
non now  in  them,  the  Water  Block  House  is  secure  for  the  pres- 
ent but  not  worthy  of  considerable  repairs — West  Block  House  may 
last  some  time  with  common  repairs,  but  the  one  in  the  Barrack 
yard  which  at  present  serves  as  Commissary  and  Barrack  Masters 
Stores  is  quite  decayed.  These  Block-Houses  are  at  present  raised 
on  upright  frames,  12  feet  high,  if  they  are  to  be  reinstated  I 
should  recommend  an  alteration  in  their  construction  and  that  their 
lower  frame  might  be  converted  into  a  store  room  or  useful  apart- 
ment  which    would    add    but   little   to   the   expence. 

The  East  Platform  by  the  Kiver  is  on  too  slight  a  frame  to  be 
secure  and  the  West  Platform  is  wholly  rotten,  this  latter  is  com- 
manded by  a  bank  which  is  an  accumulation  of  rubbish  from  the 
Town  and  should  be  removed. 
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The  Indian  Store  is  so  wholly  decayed  that  any  repairs  would  be 
injudicious.  A  framed  Building  (50  feet  by  3U  is  rocoininended  for 
the  aooommodation  of  the  Indian,  Artillery,  and  Storekeeper  General's 
Stores;  it  may  be  eligibly  placed  in  the  Citadel  behind  the  Barracks 
the  weighty  stores  being  in  the  lower  part,  frame  work  will  be  sutfi- 
cient.  The  Artillery  carriages  require  painting,  twenty  Travelling 
Magazines  are  wanting,   Ladders  and  Sentry  Boxes  much  wanted. 

Naviil  Yard 

Is  surrounded  only  by  a  slight  Pioketting  and  without  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Garrison,  the  Naval  Store  house  is  so  completely  decayed 
that  props  are  fixed  on  all  sides  to  prevent  its  falling;  the  Building  at 
present  consists  of  two  stories  and  is  85  feet  by  22.  The  lower  storey 
is  the  Store  and  the  upper  one  a  working  place  for  Riggers,  both 
places  are  sufficiently  large  for  the  purposes  to  which  they  are 
applied,  but  as  a  fire  in  winter  is  necessary  for  the  Riggers,  I 
thought  it  advisable  to  have  a  detached  Building  for  them  and 
have  estimated  accordingly:  this  Building  is  I  apprehend  so  essen- 
tially necessary  for  the  fitting  out  and  repair  of  the  vessels  on  the 
Lakes,  that  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  early  attended  to.  If  it  is 
judged  expedient  to  re-construct  the  Naval  Store  House  in  the  way 
proposed,  1  should  recommend  a  deviation  of  the  line  of  Picketting 
of  the  Town  (as  marked  red  in  the  Plan  A)  advancing  at  the  same 
time  the  Block  House  No  2  for  should  it  not  inclose  a  more  eligi- 
ble spot  for  a  Dock  Yard  than  that  at  present  occupied,  it  at  least 
otfers   a   secure   and   convenient    situation    for   the    Naval    Buildings. 

I  have  ofiPered  little  more  than  is  necessary  for  the  re-establish- 
E8timat«B  ^"8  ^^®  works  and  Buildings  of  the  Post,  how  far  the 
No.  2  &  3.  present  circumstances  tV:  situation  of  it  render  such  a 
measure   advisable   is  not   for   me   to   determine. 
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Benjn.  Fisher 
Capt.  Comd^'.  Royl.  P^ngrs. 
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Estimate  of  the  expence  of  sundry  Materials  required  for  such  repairs  as 
may  be  deemed  indispensably  necessary  at  the  Island  of  Michilimack- 
inac  to  secure  that  Fort  against  a  surprise  by  Indians,  per  Captain  Fish- 
er's estimate.     Dated  Quebec,  35th  July,  1792. 


2,500  Cedar  Pickets,  14  feet  long,  6  in  Diam.  @  140s 

1,570  feet  running  scantling  6  by  6  @  id 

150  Inch  Boards  @  Is  Scf 

12-8  Inch  Plank  @  3s  6d 

25-2  Inch      do    @2s«cl .- 

50  Pine  Logs  @  15s -  - 

180  Bushels  Lime  @  2s  ea.. 

2,000  of  Shingles  @  37s  6d 

4,500  of  Shingle  Nails  @  3s  6d.. 

1,500  of  20d  Nails®  14s — 

1,200  of  30d  Nails  @  16s - 

6  lbs  of  Patty®  lOdp.  lb 

150  of  Inch  Spikes  ®  3d  ea.. 

20  Cubic  feet  of  Oak  @  6d  ea 

60  Feet  of  Banning  red  Iron  for  conductor  to  the  Magazine  @  Is  6d 
120 panes  of  gla88@6d 


£ 

s 

175 

0 

26 

3 

9 

7 

2 

2 

3 

2 

37 

10 

18 

0 

3 

15 

" 

15 

1 

1 

" 

19 

" 

5 

1 

17 

10 

4 

10 

3 

0 

£287 

18 

Amounting  to  Two  hundred,  eighty  seven  pounds,  eighteen  shillings  & 
nine  pence  currency    Dollars  at  five  Shillings. 

John  Craigie,  Com'y  &  Q.  M.  Gen'l 


Indorsed:    Estimate  &c. 

In  Lt.  Gov.  Clark's  No.  43.  of  5  Sept.  1792. 
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Quebec  25th  July  1792. 
Estimate    of  the   expense  of    such   repairs   as  are  necessary  for   the 
works  &  Buildings  of    the  Post  of    Detroit   from   the  Report  of   Lieut 
Pilkington    Royal   Engineers. 

To   repair  the   works   Picketting   and  Fraize  of  Fort  Lernoult. 

Sodders   work £15 

Laborers     do 40 — 10 

Carpentersdo 65-     1 

Materials  necessary.  £  120—11 

Four  hundred  feet  runng  8  In  pine  plank 
Fourteen  hundred  twenty  feet  do  2  do 
Eighty  four  feet  4  In  quartering 
Two  hundred  feet  oak  scantling  3  In  by  4  In 
Three  hundred   do  do         7  by  5 

One  hundred  2  In  Plank  Oak 
One  hundred  feet  runng  Oak  6  by  5 
One  hundred     do  do      8  by  8 

Ten  3  Inch  oak  Planks 

Fifteen  hundred  cedar  or  oak  Pickets — 6  In.  Diamr.  12  ft  long. 
Seventeen  hundred     do     do     14  feet  long 
Twelve  hundred  feet  oak  6  by  1 
Fourteen  hundred  feet  do  5  by  3 
One  hundred  fifty  feet  solid  oak 
Two  hundred  5  Inch  Spikes 
One  hundred  eighty  7  Inch  do 
Three  hundred  40^/  nails 
Five  hundred  20f/  do 


To  repair  the   Barracks,  Magazine,  Guard  house.  Storerooms  »t  Drains 
&  renew  the  spouts  and  Drip  Boards  round  the  Buildings 

'   Carpenters  work £31 —  5 — 0 

Masons  do   3 — 15 — 0 

Laborers        do   _ 5 — 10 — 0 

Smiths 1—17—6 

Glaziers 3—0 

Shinglers 2—10—0 

45-0-6 
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Materials  necessary. 

Nine  hundred  Bricks 

Fifteen  Barrels  of  Lime 

Eighty  Inch  Boards 

One  hundred  twenty  1|  In.  plank 

Thirteen  hundred  feet  scantling  7  in  by  5  in 

Four  thousand  eight  hundred  shingles 

Ten  thousand  shingle  nails 

Sixteen  hundred  20c?  nails 

Three  thousand  four  hundred  lOd  do. 

Eight  hundred  40f?  do 

Twenty  six  loads  of  sand 

Twenty  four  panes  of  glass  7^  by  8f 

Four  lbs.  Putty 

One  Latch  and  Catch 

One  cwt  &  a  quarter  2  In  flat  Iron 

Two  cwt  1  In  square  Iron 

Two  hundred  fifty  featheredged  Boards 

Forty  six  2  In  oak  Planks 

Fifteen  pieces  oak  15  ft  long — 9  in  thick  from  10  in  to  14  in  wide 

Two  do  Do.  20  feet  do  12  by  10 

Two  hundred  7  In  Spikes 


To  make  Twenty  four  long  &  Twenty  four  Short  Ladders  for  Barracks 
Carpenter's   work 6 — 0 — 0 

Materials  necessary 

Forty  eight  pieces  oak  15  ft  long  3  in  by  4  in 

Forty  eight  do  10  do  Do. 

Eighteen  cubic  feet  oak  / 


To  build  a  shed  to  contain  the  Fixed  ammunition  15  feet  by  18  feet  in 
the  clear 

Carpenters  work £9 —  0 — 0 

Laborers       do  2 — 10 — 0 

11—10—0 
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Materials  necessary 

One  hundred  ft  runng  oak  12  In  square 

Four  hundred  fifty  Do  Do  8  In  thick  10  to  14  wide 

One  hundred  Do  Do  7  in  by  3  in 

Thirty  2  In  pine  plank 

Twelve  Inch  Do 

Sixty  Inch  oak  Boards. 

Three  hundred  20(Z  nails 

Four  hundred  10(/      do 

One  pair  strong  Hook  &  Strap  Hinges 

One  large  Stock  Lock 


To  repair  the  Barrack's  Guard  Room  and  Hospital  in  the  Citadel. 

Carpenter's  work £15—17 — 6 

Mason's          do     3—18—0 

Shingler's       do     1—17—6 

Laborer's       do     2 — 15—0 

Glazier's        do     5—  2 — 6 

Smith's           do     — 15-0 

Materials  necessary  hO—  5 — 6 

Fifteen  hundred  Bricks 
Twenty  Barrels  Lime 
Eighty  Inch  Boards 
One  hundred  eighty  1^  In  Planks 
Two  cubical  Toises  Stone 
Twelve  hundred  80cZ  Nails 
Eight  hundred  10(/  do. 
Six  hundred  20r/  do. 
Forty  loads  Sand. 
Two  thousand  Shingles 
Four  thousand  five  hundred  Shingle  Nails 
Seven  hundred  fifty  panes  glass  7^  by  8^ 
Eighty  six  lbs  Putty 
Forty  two  pairs  Hinges 
Forty  two  pairs  Hooks  A'  Eyes 
One  hundred  fifty  feet  Oak  Scantling  6  by  8 
Twelve  hundred  Laths 
Four  thousand  eight  hundred  Lath  Nails 
Two  Bushels  Hair 
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To  renew  the  Picketting  of  the  Citadel  &  Wood  Yard  &  make  three  Iron 
Gates  for  water  courses  over  which  the  picketting  passes. 

Carpenter's  work £  28 

Laborer's      do     19—10—0 

Smith's         do     2—18-6 

50—  8—6 
Materials  Necessary 

Fourteen  hundred  Pickets  13  ft  long 

Twelve  hundred  feet  Oak  5  in  by  3  in 

One  hundred  forty  feet  solid  Oak 

Five  cwt  2|  In  flat  Iron 

Four  cwt  one  In  square  do. 


To  renew  2200  feet  of  decayed  Picketting  round  the  Town,  repair  the 
main  Guard  House  and  Mess  House. 

Carpenters  work <£  75 — 12 — 6 

Laborers      do     47 —  8 — 6 

Masons         do     1—  7—6 

Painters        do     1 —  5 — 0 

125—13—6 
Materials  necessary 

Three  thousand  two  hundred  Pickets  14  ft  long 

Three  thousand  eight  hundred  ft  Oak  Scantling  5  in  by  3  in. 

Two  hundred  fifty  solid  feet  Oak 

Two  hundred  Bricks 

Three  Barrels  Lime 

Two  loads  Sand 

One  hundred  fifty  Laths 

Six  hundred  Lath  Nails 

One  Bushel  Hair 

Twelve  1|  In  planks 

Twenty  four  lbs  Yellow  Ochre 

Fifteen  lbs  white  Paint 

Two  lbs  Black  do. 

Five  gallons  Linseed  Oil 

Two  lbs  glue 
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To  repair  the  West  Block-House,  the  AVater  Block-House  &  renew  the 
west  platform  on  the  river  side. 

Carpenters  work £34 — 17 — 0 

Masons          do    —18—6 

Shinglers      do    2—10—0 

Laborers       do    12 —  8 — 0 


Materials  necessary 

Four  hundred  Bricks 

Six  Bushels  Lime 

Eighteen  2  In  pine  Plank 

Twelve  Inch  Boards 

Sixty  four  3  In  Plank 

Four  thousand  Shingles 

Twelve  Thousand  Shingle  nails 

Two  Hundred  30<^/  nails 

Eighty  40(/  do 

Five  hundred  8(1  do 

Four  loads  Sand 

Eighteen  pieces  oak  10  ft  long  10  by  12 

Three  hundred  fifty  ft.  do  10  by  12 

Seven  hundred  feet  do  6  by  8 


T'j  rebuild  three    Block-Houses 

Carpenter's   work f  54 — 12—0 

Masons            do    4—10—0 

Laborers         do    7—10—0 

Smiths             do    1—12-6 


50—13-0 


64-4-6 
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Materials  necessary 

Twenty  seven  pieces  oak  12  In  square  10  feet  long 

Twenty  four  do  10  by  10  16  feet  do 

Twenty  four  do  8  by  8  16  feet  do 

Twenty  six  do  10  by  10  8  feet  do 

Fifteen  hundred  ft  ruung,  8  in  thick  10  to  14    wide 

Twelve  hundred  ft  do  6  by  8 

Twelve  pieces  pine  7  by  6  to  15  ft  long 

Six  do  5  by  6        do 

Sixty  3  In.  oak  plank  15  ft  long 

Thirty  2  In  pine  do 

One  hundred  eighty  In  Boards 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  shingles 

Five  thousand  shingle  nails 

Two  hundred  sixty  40d  do 

Seven  hundred  lOfZ  do 

Three  hundred  eighty  7  In  spikes 

Fifteen  hundred  8(1  nails 

Twelve  pair  strong  Hooks  &  Straps 

Three  Stock  Locks 

One  cwt   Iron 

Three  Cubical  Toises  Stone 

Thirty  Barrels  Lime 

Forty  eight  Loads  Sand 


To  make  thirty  eight  Ladders  for  the  Barracks  &  three  Gentry  Boxes. 

Carpenters  work d£  19 — 7 — 0 

Sawyers        do    1 — 8—0 


20—15-0 
Materials  necessary 

Nineteen  pieces  oak  26  ft  long  5  by  6^ 
Nineteen      do      do    18  ft  do 

Six  Oak  Logs 

One  hundred  fifty  ft  pine  6  in  by  6  in 
One  hundred  forty  In  Boards 
Thirty  two  lbs  lOd  nails 
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To  make  twenty  Travelling  magezines  &  paint  them,  to  repair  the 
sling  cart  &  paint  30  garrison,  4  Travelling  carriages  &  4— If  In 
mortars. 

Carpenters  work £9 — 12—6 

Painters        do    6 —  7—0 

Smiths  do    1—12—6 

* 

17—12-6 
Materials  necessary 

Two  pieces  ash 

One  piece  oak  4  ft  long  8  in  by  8  in 

One    do      do  10      do       8  by  10 

One     do      do    7       do      5  by  14 

Thirty  feet  ash  4  by  3 

One  hundred  twenty  Clout  nails 

Fifteen  8  In  spikes 

One  cwt  &  a  half  Iron 

One  hundred  two  In  pine  plank 

One  hundred  sixty  yards  canvas 

Fifteen  hundred  30(Z  nails 

Three  Thousand  Spunge  Tacks 

Twenty  pair  Hinges 

Twenty  hooks  &  Staples 

Twenty  Padlocks 

One  hundred  forty  four  lbs  white  paint 

Forty  lbs  Red  do 

Twenty  eight  lbs  Black  do 

Eighteen  lbs  Lampblack 

Thirty  gallons  Linseed  Oil 

Seven  gallons  Turpentine 

One  keg  Putty 

Two  large  Brushes,  two  small  Brushes 

Two  Hair  Pencils 

Total....      €546-14-0 

Amounting  to  Five  Hundred  and  Forty  six  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings 
Currency.  Ben.fn  Fisher 

Capt  Commg  Rl  Engrs. 

In(Jorp<vl:    Qnebrtc  2r)th  Jnly  17P2. 

Eetimatc  of  the  Kepairs  nocrasary  to  the  Worlcs  &  Baildings  at  Detroit  in  1793. 
Id  Lt.  Oovr.  Clarkea  of  5  Sep.  1792. 

[  Q  60,  p  252  1 
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Estimate  of  the  Expense  of  sundry  materials  required  for  such  repairs  as 
are  necessary  to  the  Works  &  Buildings  of  the  Post  of  Detroit  p. 
Captain  Fisher's  Estimate. 

Dated        Quebec,  25th  July,  1792. 


To  repair  the  Works  Pickettiog  and  Fraize  at  Fort  Lernonlt: 

400  ronning  ft  of  3  Inch  pine  plank  @  5d  p  ft 

1420  do  of  2Inch  @  IVi  per  ft 

84  ft  of  4  Inch  Qnartering  @  3d  p  do 

200  do  of  Oak  Scantling  3  by  4  @  4d  p.  do 

300  do  of  Do  Do  4  by  5  @  4d  p.  do 

200  do  of  Do  Do  7  by  5  @  5dp.  do.... 

100  of  2  Inch  Oak  Plank  @  2s  6d  ea 

100  ft  of  rnnning  Oak  6  by  5  @  6d  p.  ft 

100  Do  of  Do8  by8  @  7d  p  do 

10  3  Inch  Oak  Planks  @  5s  ea 

1500  Cedar  or  Oak  packets  6  in  Diam.  12  ft  long  @  2s  ea 

1700  Do  Do  lift  long®  2s  Id  ea 

1200  ft  of  Oak6by4@5dpft 

1400  Do  of  Do  5  by  3@  4d  p  do 

150  feet  of  Solid  Oak  @  7/2  p  do 

200  of  5  Inch  Spikes®  2K2  ea 

180  of  7  Inch  Do  @  3d  ea 

300  of  40d  Nails  @  40s  p.  m 

500of  20d  Do  @14sp.  m 


To  repair  the  Barracks,  Magazines,  Gnard  Houses,  Store  rooms  & 
Drains  &  renew  the  Spouts  &  Drip  Boards  round  the  Buildings: 

900  of  Bricks®  6s  p  hun 

15  Barrels  of  Lime  @  10s  p  Bal 

80  Inch  Boards®  Is  3d  ea 

12011/2  InchPlank  @  2s ea 

1300  feet  of  ScantliDg  7  by  5  @  5d  p  foot 

4800  Shingles  @  30s  p  m 

10000  of  Shingle  Nails  @  3s  6d  p  m 

1600  of  20d  nails®  14s  p  do 

3400oflOd   do®  10s  p  do 

8C0of  40d    do®  40s  p  m... 

26  Loads  of  Sand  @  2s  p  Load 

24  Panes  of  glass  "tVi  by  8Vi  @  6dea - 
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4  lbs  of  Patty®  lOd  p  lb 
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1  Latch  Hatch® 

cwt  qr.  lbs 
1—  1-  0    of  2  In.  Flat  Iron  @  30s  p  cwt 

1 
3 
15 
5 

9 
1 
2 

24 
15 

20—  0          of  1  In  eqaare  Iron  (f?  SUspdo 

250  Feather  edged  Boards  @  ls3dea 

46-2  iQch  Oak  Plank  @  2s6d  ea 

15  Pieces  Oak  15  feet  long  9  in  thick  from  10  to  11  Inches  wide 
fi  12s6dea 

2  Do  Do  20  feet  long  12  by  10:@  lis  ea 

200  of  7  Inch  Spikes  @  Sd  ea 

To  make  twenty  four  long  and  twenty  four  short  Ladders  for 
Barracks. 
Pieces  of  Oak  15  ft  long  3  by  4  Inch®  10s 

4«       do    of    do  10  ft  long       do           @  6s  6d 

110 

6 

10 

18  cubic  feet  of  Oak  @  T-A  p  foot 

3 

13 

2 

3 

To  baild  a  shed  to  contain  the  fixed  Ammnnition  15  by  IS  feet  in 
the  clear 
100  ft  of  running  Oak  12  Inches  square  (5.  7(4  p  foot  .    .. 

40 
29 

3 
10 

3 

450              Do           Do   8  in  thick  10  by  14  wide  @  7d  p  foot 

100              Do            Do  7  by  5  inches  ®6dp  Do.. 

30—2  Inch  pine  plank®  2s6dea 

12— llnch        Do         @ls3dea 

60-1  Inch  Oak  Boards  @  ls9dea 

5 

300  of  20d  nails®  14s  p  m 

400  of  lOd  nails®  10s  p  do 

1  pair  Strong  Hooks  &  Strap  Hinges®  2s  9d 

1  Large  .Stock  Lock  ®  lOs 

To  repair  the  Barracks,  Uuard-room  &  Hospital  in  the  Citadel 
ISOOof  Bricks'"  Bs  p  hand 

4 

10 
5 

18 
8 

10 

20  Barrels  of  Lime  ®  10  p  B 

80  Inch  boards  ®  Is  3d  ea 

1801'/,  Inch  pJankfi  28  ea 

2  Cubical  Toise  of  Stone  ®  80s  p.  Toise   ... 

1200  of  80d  nails®  16s  p  m 

hOO  of  lOd  nails  (?i;  10s  p  m 

600of20d    do    *»Uspdo 

40  Loads  of  Sand  «i  2s  p  Load 

4 
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2000  of  Shingles  @  60s  p.  m 

4500  of  shingle  nails  @  3s  6d  p  do 

750  panes  of  glass  T-A  by  8'/2  @  6d  ea. ...... 

86  lbs  of  Patty  @  lOd  p  lb 

42  pairs  of  Hinges  @  3s  ea 

42  pairs  of  Hooks  &  Ey es  @  2s  6d 

150  feet  of  Oak  Scantling  6  by  8  @  5d  p  ft. 

1200  of  Lathe  @  20s  p  Thd 

4800  of  Lath  Nails  @  3s  6d  p  do. 

2Bn8hel8  of  Hair  @  3s  p  Bashel 


To  renew  the  Picketting  of  the  Citadel  &  Wood  Yard  and  make 
three  Iron  Gates  for  Water  Courses  over  which  the  Picketting 
passes. 

1400  picketts  13  ft  long  @  2s  ea...' 

1200  feet  of  Oak  5  by  3  Inches  @  6d  ea 

140  feet  of  soUd  Oak  @  T-A  p  ft 

5cwtof  21/2  In  Flat  Iron  @  30s  p  cwt 

4  cwt  of  1  Inch  square  Do  @  30s  p  do 


To  renew  2,200  feet  of  decayed  Picketting  roand  the  Town,  repair 
the  Main  Gaard  Honse  &  Mess  house. 

3200  pickets  14  ft  long  @  2s  ea 

3800  ft  Oak  Scantling  5  by  3  @  6d  ea 

250  solid  feet  of  Oak  @  7 '/4  p  ft 

200  of  Bricks  @  6s  p  hun 

3  Barrels  of  Lime  @  10s  p  Bal 

2  Loads  of  Sand  @  2sp  load. 

150  Laths®  20spthd. 

eOOof  Lath  nails®  3s  6dp  do... 

IBnshelof  Hair  @  3s 

12—1!^  Inch  Planks®  2s  ea 

15  lbs  of  White  Paint  @  TA  P  lb... 

2  lbs  of  Black     Do    @  4s  p  lb 

5  gallons  Linseed  Oil  @  8s  pgal 

21bsof  glue®  Is  6d  p  lb. 


To  repair  the  West  Block  House,  the  Water  Block  House  and 
renew  the  West  Platform  on  the  River  side.    ■ 

400of  Bricks  @  6s  per  thons 

6  Bushels  of  Lime  ®  2s  p  Bus 

18—2  In  pine  plank  ®  2s  6d  ea 
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12  Inch  Boards®  IsSdea 

64—3  In  Oak  Plank  &.  58  ea 

5000  of  Shingles  ft;  30«  p  m 

12000  of  Shingle  nails  t'  3«6d  p  m 

200  of  30d  nails  @  16s  p  m 

80of40d    do     (g>40«pm 

500of8d     do     (a  4s  p  do 

4  LoadH  of  Sand  ^  2sp  load 

16  pieces  of  Oak  10  ft  long  10  by  12  @  5s  ea 

350  feet  of      do    10  by  12  @  7d  p  ft 

700  feet  of  do  6  by  8  @  6d  p  ft 


To  rebuild  the  Block  Houses 

27  pieces  of  Oak  12  Inches  Square  10  ft  long  @  5s  6d  ea 

24     do    of    do  10  by  10— 16  ft  long  @  10s  ea 

24      do    of    do     8by8— 10    do        @  10s  ea 

36     do    of    do    10 by  10-8  do  (g»5s4dea 

1500  running  feet  of  Oak  8  inches  thick  10  to  14  in.  wide  @  8d  p  ft 

1200  feet  of  do6by8ft;  6dp  do 

12  pieces  of  Pine  7  by  6  15  ft  long  @  98  each 

6      do    of    do    5  by  6        do       @  8s  ea 

60—3  Inch  Oak  Plank  15  ft  long  @  5s  ea 

30— 2InchPire    do    fe  2s  6d  ea 

180  Inch  Boards  ^<i»  IsSdea 

2400  Shingles  (&;  80s  p  m 

5000  of  Shingle  nails  (&,  3s6dpm 

260  of  "40d  nails  (*  408  p  do 

7C0ofl0d    do   Oi  lOsp  do 

880-7  Inch  Spikes  %  3d  ea 

1500  of  8d  nails  ®  48  p  m 

12  pair  of  Strong  Hook  &  Strap  Hinges®  28  8dea 

3  Stock  Locks  <^^  10  ea 

Icwtof  Iron  (^  80s 

3  Cubical  Toise  of  Stone  (fi;  80  p  Toise 

30  Barrels  of  Lime@  lOs 

48  Loadi)  of  Sand  fe  2s 


To  make  thirty  eight  Ladders  for  the  Barracks  and  seven  C'entry 
Ikjzeii. 

19  pieces  of  Oak  26  ft  long  5  by  6!4  (^  15  ea 

19      do    of    do    IH  ft  long  do    do  (^  128  6d 


8 
0 
0 
12 
10 
0 
8 
8 
0 
15 
5 
12 
17 
10 
7 

15 
6 
10 
10 
10 
0 
0 
16 


62 


198 


18 


PROPOSED   IMPROVEMENTS   AT   MILITARY  POSTS. 


445 


6  Oak  Logs®  12s6dea 

150  feet  of  pine  6  by  6  ine®  id  p  ft. 

140  Inch  Boards  @  Is  3d  ea 

32  lbs  of  lOd  nails  @  6d  p  lb 


To  make  twenty  travelling  Magazines  and  paint  them,  to  repair  the 
Sling  Cart  &  paint  30  garrison,  4  travelling  Carriages  & 
4—1  2-5  Inch  Mortars. 

2  pieces  of  Ash  @  15s  ea 

1  piece  of  Oak  6  ft  long  8  by  8  in  @  4s 

1   do    of    do  10  ft  do   8  by  10  do  @  6s  8d 

1   do    of    do   7  ft  do    5  by  14  do®  4s  8d 

30  feet  of  Ash  4  by  3  @  7d  p  ft 

120  Clout  nails,  @  4  p  m 

15— 8  Inch  Spikes  @  5d  ea 

VA  cwtof  Iron  @  30sp  cwt 

100  of  2  Inch  plank  pine  @  2s6dea 

160  yards  of  canvass  a  Is  6d  p  yd 

1500  of  30d  nails  @  10s  p  m 

3000  of  Spunge  Tacks  @  8s  p  do 

20  pairs  of  Hinges  @  3s  ea 

20  Hooks  &  Staples  @  ls3dea 

20  Padlocks  @  2s  6d  ea 

1441b8  White  Paint®  71/2  lb 

401bsofEed   do     @  7/2  lb 

28  lbs  of  Black  do    @  4d  p  lb 

18  lbs  of  Lamp  Black  @  2s  p  lb 

30  gallons  Linseed  Oil  ®  8s  p  gall 

7  do  of  Turpentine  @  10s  p         do 

1  Keg  of  Patty®  30s 

2  large  &  2  small  Brushes  @  2s  ea 

2  Hair  pencils  @  Is  ea 


1702 


Amounting  to  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  two  pounds  seven  shillings 
&  nine  pence  currency.     Dollar  at  five  shillings.         John  Craigie, 

Commg  Genl.  * 

Indorsed:    No.  2. 

Estimate  of  the  expence  of  sundry  materials  required  for  such  repairs  as  are  necessary  to  the 
Works  &  Buildings  of  the  Post  of  Detroit,  p  Captain  Fisher's  Estimate  dated  QaebBC,  25th    July 
1792.    £1702—7—9.    Currency. 
In  Lt.  Govr.  Clark's  No.  43  of  5  Sept.  1792. 

[  Q  60,  p  260  ] 
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Quebec  25th  July  1792. 

Estimate  of  the  Expence  of   erecting  the  undermentioned   Buildinjjs  at 
Detroit  from  the  Report  of  Lieut  Pilkington,  Royal  Engineer. 

A  Store  House  with  apartments  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Artil- 
lery, Indian  and  Store  Keeper  General's  Stores,  to  be  framed  S: 
weather  boarded  60  feet  by  30  from  out  to  out  to  consist  of  two  stories 
the  lower  one  to  be  8  ft  6  in  and  the  upper  7  ft  in  the  clear. 

Carpenter's  Work £72—  5—0 

Mason's  do     li — 15 — 0 

Sawyer's  do     1 — 10 — 0 

Smith's  do     8-0—0 

Glazier's  do     1—  0-0 

Labourer's  do     3 — 15 — 0 

Shingler's  do     8—0—0  


93—5—0 


Materials  necessary, 

4  pieces  Oak  34  ft  long  ea  12  by  10  In. 
2      do      do     30  ft     do  12  by  10  In. 

32      do       do     17  ft     do  10  In.  Square 

23      do      do     17  ft    do  7  by  6  In. 

16      do       do     30  ft  long  hew'd  on  one  side  12  In.  in  Diameter 

16  pieces  pine  30  ft  long  12  by  10  In. 

11  do         32     do        10  by     8 

4  do         32    do        10  by     8 

4  do         34     do         10  by     8 

4  do        30    do        10  by     8 

16  pieces  Pine  18  ft  long    8  by  5  at  the  lower  end  A:  5  by  5  at  top. 
4  do         25  ft  long    7  by  6  Inches 

300  feet  running  of  pine  7  by  5  In. 
1,000  Inch  Boards 
750  U  Inch  pine  plank 
12,000  Shingles 
3,000  'lOd  Nails 
500  30d     do 
^  5,000  20d    do 

2,000  10(1     do 

(iO  7  Inch  Spikes 
30,000  6d  Shingle  Nails 
500  8d  do 
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5  Cubic  Toise  of  Stone 
120  Bushels  Lime 

60  loads  of  sand 
120  panes  glass 
15  lbs  Putty 
1^  cwt  small  flat  Iron 

1  cwt  Square  Iron 

6  Stock  Locks 

8  pair  strong  Hooks  &  Straps. 

5  pair  small  H  Hinges 

12  pair  of  Hinges  for  Shutters 

6  Shutter  Bolts 
6  Door  Bolts 

A  Storehouse  for  the  Naval  Stores,  to  be  Log  Work  grooved  &  framed 
into  upright  Posts  to  be  50  feet  long  by  80  feet  broad  from  out  to  out, 
to  stand  upon  a  stone  foundation  and  to  consist  of  two  stories,  the  lower 
one  to  be  8  ft  6  In,  and  the  upper  7  feet  in  the  clear. 

Carpenters  Work 69 —  0 — 0 

Shinglers       do     7—0—0 

Masons           do     8—15 — 0 

Sawyers          do     1 — 10 — 0 

Smiths 2—12—6 

Glaziers 1 —  7 — 6 

Labourers 3 — 15 — 0 

£89—0—0 
Materials  necessary. 

2  pieces  Oak  24  ft  long  10  by  12  In. 
4  do         30    do         10  by  12  In. 

14  do         80    do         12  In.  Diameter  hewed  on  one  side 

18  do         17     do        12  Inches  square 

2,560  feet  hewed  Timber  Oak  or  Pine  10  by  12  In. 

12  pieces  of   Pine  30  ft  long  ea  10  by  12  In. 

10  do         31  ft        do       8  by  12  In. 

26  do         18  ft        do        7  by     6  In.  at  the  lower  end 

&  6  by  5  at  the  upper 

4  do          24  ft  long  ea.  7  by  6  In. 

800  ft  running  Pine  7  by  5  Inches 

4  pieces  Oak  30  ft  long  ea.  )  ^^  j     g 

2  do      do    24  ft        do      )                ^ 
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300—2  Inch  Plank 
300—11  Inch  Pine  Piank 
300— Inch  Boards 
10,000     Shingles 
2,400    40d  Nails 
1,000    30a     do 
1,000    20d     do 
1,400    lOd    do 
20,000     Gd  Shingle  Nails 
500    8d  do 

5    Cubic  Toise  of  Stone 
120     Bushels  Lime 
60     Loads  Sand  • 

1,060     Panes  Glass 
18     lbs  Putty 
1^  cwt  flat  Irons 

^  cwt  square  Irons 
1     Strong  Stock  Lock  • 

1  pair  strong  H  Hinges 

16     pair  of  Hinges  for  Shutters 
8     Shutter  Bolts 

2  Door  Bolts 

60    7  Inch  Spikes 

A  Working    Shed   for  the  Riggers  and    a    Sail    Loft    for   the    Naval 
Depmt.  to  be  60  feet  by  80 — 

Carpenters  Work 24 —  0—0 

Shinglers        do    8 —  0 — 0 

Masons  do    2 —  2 — 6 

Glaziers  do    0-12-6 

Labourers       do    2 —  2 — 6 


87—17—6 

Materials  necessary 

16    pieces  of  Oak  25  ft  long  12  In.  Diameter  hewed  on  one  side 
4    pieces  Oak  34  ft  ea.  10  by  12  In. 
2        do      do      do    do  10  by  12  In. 
4        do      do      do    do     7  by     9  In. 
2        do      do     25  ft  do     7  by     9  In. 
4        do      do      8  ft  do    9  In.  Square 
0        do     Pine  26  ft  ea     6  by  8  In. 
11     pair  Rnfters  16  ft  ea  5  by  6  In. 
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4 

pieces  Oak  17  ft  long  ea  8  by  9  In. 

6 

do      do      do           do     8  by  9  In.    to    be   sawed   for 

Studs  4  by  3  In. 

600 

Inch  Boards 

150 

2  Inch  Plank 

12,000 

Shingles 

26,000 

Shingle  Nails 

11,000 

40d  Nails 

400 

30d    do 

3,000 

20d    do 

15,000 

lOd    do 

50 

7  In.  Spikes 

4 

Cubic  Toise  of  Stone 

96 

Bushels  Lime 

45 

Loads  Sand 

80 

Panes  of  Glass 

10 

lbs  Putty 

6 

pair  strong  Hooks  &  Straps 

4 

Shutter  Bolts 

2 

Door  Bolts 

1 

Stock  Lock 

:} 


Increased  expence  of  Picketting  by  the  projected  Line  for  Inclosures, 
the  Buildings  proposed  for  the  Naval  Department. 

Carpenters  Work X8 — 0 — 0 

Labourers      do     6 — 0 — 0 


£14—0—0 
Materials  necessary 

400    Pickets 

350    feet  Oak  Scantling  5  by  3  In. 

40     Solid  feet  of  Oak  . 

Currency X233— 2— 6 

Amounting  to  Two  hundred  and  Thirty  three  Pounds,  Two  Shillings. 

and  Six  Pence  Currency. 

Benjn.  Fisher 

Capt  Commg  El  Engrs. 

Indorsed:    No.  3.    Quebec  25th  Jaly  1792. 

Estimate  of  the  expence  of  erecting  sundry  Buildings  at  Detroit  in  1793- 
In  Lt.  Govr  Clarke's  No.  43,  of  5  Sept. 

[  Q  60,  p  267  ] 

57 
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Estimate  of  the  expence  of  sundry  materials  necessary  for  erecting  the 
undermentioned  Buildings  at  Detroit  from  the  Eeport  of  Lieutenant 
Pilkington  Royal  Engineer  included  in  Captain  Fishers  Estimate. 

Dated        Quebec  25th  July  1792. 


A  storehoase  with  apartmente  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Artillery,  Indian  and  Store  Keeper  General's  Stores  to  be 
framed  &.  weather  boarded  60  feet  by  30  from  oat  to  oat,  to 
consiBt  of  two  Storiee,  the  lower  one  to  be  8  ft.  6  inches 
&  the  npper  7  feet  in  the  clear. 

4  pieces  of  oak  34  ft  long  each  12  by  10  @»  208  ea 

2    Do     of  Do  80ft       do         12  by  10  @  17«  6d  ea 

32    Do     of  Do  17  ft       do        10  In.  sqnare  @  10s 

23    Do     of  Do  17ft        do  7  by  6  Do      @  10s 

18    Do     of  Do  30  ft       do         hewed     on     one     side     12    In 

Diameter  fe    178  6d  ea 

16  Pieces  of  Pine  30  ft  long  12  by  10  In.  @  17s  6d 

11      Do    of    Do  32    do        10  by  8  @  17s  9d 

10  by  8  @  12«6d  ea 

10  by  8  @  20s 

10  by  8@  17s  6d 

8  by  !>  In  at  the  lower  end  &  5  by 


4  Do  of  Do  22  do 
4  Do  of  Do  34  do 
2  Do  of  Do  80  do 
16  Do  of  Do  18  do 
5  at  the  top  @  178  6dea 

4  Do    of  25  ft  long  7  by  6  Inches  @  ISs  ea 
300  feet  running  of  Pine  7  by  5  In.  4d  p  ft 

1000  of  Inch  Boards  (u  Is  3d  ea 

700  of  2  Inch  Plank  @  2«  6d  ea 

150  IH  In.  Plank  pine  @  2«  ea 

1200  of  shingles  6i  80s  p  m 

3000  of  40d  nails  @  40«  p  m 

500of30d    do    @16«pm 

.'>000of20d    do    @148pm.i 

ZOOOoflOd    do    @  10s 

60  of  7  Inch  spikes®  2d  ea 

30,000  of  6d  shingle  nails  (it  8«  6d  p  m 

600  of  8d  nails  ®  4s 

5  Cubic  Toise  of  Stone'l^  80  p  m 

120  Hnehels  of  Lime  ®  l«8dp  Bash 

60  Loads  of  Band  (^t:  Is  p  Load 

120  Panes  of  glass  @  6d  ea 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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£ 

s 

d 

£ 

s 

d 

15  lbs  Patty  @  lOd  p  lb 

12 

6 

VA  cwt  small  flat  iron  @  30s  p  cwt 

2 

5 

0 

1  cwt  square  Iron  @  30s  p        do    

1 

10 

0 

6  Stock  Locks®  7s6dea 

2 

5 

0 

8  Pairs  strong  Hooks  &  Straps  @  2s  6d  p  pr 

1 

0 

0 

5    do    of  small  H.  Hinges  @  3s  p  do 

15 

0 

12  Pair  of  Hinges  for  Shatters  @  2s  p  do.. 

1 

4 

0 

6 

0 

6  Door  Bolts  @  Is  ea 

6 

0 

347 

3 

9 

A  Store  House  for  the  Naval  Stores  to  be  Log  work,  grooved  & 

framed  into  upright  posts  to  be  50  feet  long  by  30  ft  broad, 

from  oat  to  oat,  to  stand  apon  stone  foundation  and  to 

consist  of  two  stories,  the  lower  one  to  be  8  ft  8  Inches  &  the 

apper  7  ft  in  the  clear. 

2  pieces  of  oak  24  ft  long  10  by  12  inches  @  17s  ea 

1 

14 

0 

4    Do     of  Do  30  ft    do  10  by  12  In  @  20s  ea 

4 

0 

0 

14    Do     of  Do  30  ft    do  12  in  Diameter  hewed  on  one  side ) 
@17s6dea                  ) 

12 

5 

0 

18  pieces  of  Oak  17  ft  long  12  in  sq.  @  10s  ea 

9 

0 

0 

2560  ft  of  hewed  Timber  oak  or  pine  10  by  12  in  @  6d  p  ft 

64 

0 

0 

12  pieces  of  pine  30  ft  long  each  10  by  12  in  @  17s  ea 

7 

10 

0 

10    Do     of   Do  31  ft  long  each  8  by  12  in  @  178  6d  ea 

8 

15 

0 

^6    Do     of   Do  18  ft        do       @  10s  ea  the  lower  end  to  be  7  ) 
■by  6  &  the  upper  6  by  5 ) 

13 

0 

0 

4    Do     of   Do  24  ft  long  ea  7  by  6  in  @  12«  6d  ea 

2 

10 

0 

800  ft  of  Fanning  pine  7  by  5  @  4d  p  ft 

5 

0 

0 

4  pieces  of  oak  30  ft  long  ea  10  in  sq  @  17s  6d 

3 

10 

0 

2     do     of  Do  24     do      ea  10  in  sq  @  12s  6d 

1 

5 

0 

300  of  2  Inch  Plank  @  2s6dea 

37 

10 

0 

300  of  1 1/4  Inch  do    @  2s  ea 

30 

18 

0 
15 

0 
0 

300  of  Inch  Boards  @  Is  3d  ea -... 

10000  of  Shingles  @  30s  p  m 

15 

0 

0 

2400  of  40d  nails  @  40s  p  m 

4 

16 

0 

lOOOofSOd    do    

16 
14 
4 

10 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1000of20d    do 

2400ofl0d    do    10s  p  m 

1 
3 

2000  of  6d  shingle  @  3s  6d  p  m 

500  of  8d  shingle  @  4s  p  m 

2 

0 

5  Cubic  Toise  of  Stone  @  8d  p  Toise 

20 

0 

0 

120  Bushels  of  Lime  @  ls8d  p  Bush 

10 

0 

0 
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60  Loade  of  Sand  («/  is  p  Load 

6 

4 

s 

0 
0 
15 
5 
15 
10 
12 
0 
8 
2 
15 

0 

10 
10 
10 
10 

0 
15 
10 

0 

0 

10 
15 
0 
0 
11 
4 
6 
2 
15 
12 
0 
0 
10 
0 

d 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£ 

s 

d 

160  panes  of  glass  @  6d  ea 

18  lbs  of  Patty  (^  lOd  p  lb 

1%  cwt  Hatt  Iron  fi  30«  p  cwt 

2 

H  cwt  square  do  @  30«  p  cwt 

1  Strong  Btock  Lock 

4  pair  strong  H.  Hinges  <c^  38  p  pr 

16  do   of  Hinges  for  Shntters  ©  2«  6d  ea 

2 

8  Shatter  Bolts  @  Isea 

2DoorBolt8  61«ea... 

60  7-Inch  Spikes  fe  3d  ea 

12 

3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
6 
5 
2 

3 

37 
18 
5 

18 
4 
2 

A  working   shed  for  the  Riggers  and  a  Sail  Loft  for  the   Naval 

Department  to  be  60  feet  by  80. 

16  pieces  of  oak  25  ft  long  in  ) 

y@15«ea 

292 

18 

0- 

Diameter,  hewed  on  one  side  ) 
4    Do    of    Do    34ftlongeal0by  12inl7«6dea 

2    Do    of    Do    2S  ft       do     16  by  12  in  15»  ea 

4    Do    of    Do    34  ft       do      7  by   9  in  17«  6d  ea 

3    Do    of    Do    25  ft       do      7  by   9in@15«ea 

4    Do    of    Do      8  ft       do      9  ins.  eqr.  @  5«  ea 

9    Do    of  Pine  26  ft       do      6  by  8  in.  @  16«  ea 

11  pairs  Rafters  16  ft       do      5by6in@10« _ 

4  pieces  of  oak  17  ft  ea8  by  9  in  @  10« 

• 

6     do     of  Do  17  ft  ea  8  by  9  Do ) 

V@10«ea 

600  of  Inch  Botu-ds  (^'^  U  3d  ea 

150  2-Inch  Plank  fe  2«  6d  ea 

50  1'/,-Inch  Pine  Plank  @  2«  ea 

12000  of  Shingles  fa  80«  p  m.. 

26000  of  Shingle  nails  «^  8«  6d  p  m 

i 

1100  of  40d  nails  «r  40« 

400of80d    do    (i.l6a 

8000of20d    do   «iU» 

2 

1500of  lOd    do   ti  10* 

50  7-Inch  Spikes*/,  .'Idea 

4  Unblc  Toiee  of  Stone  ft;  80« 

16 

8 
4 
2 

96  Bushels  of  Lime  *i!  l«8d 

45  Loa<l«  of  Sand  ti  It 

20  Panes  of  glase  ti  6d  ea 
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10  lbs  of  Patty  @  lOd  p  lb 

6  Pairs  Strong  Hooks  &  Straps  i 

4  Shatter  Bolts  @  Is  ea 

2  Door  Bolts  @  Is  ea 

1  Stock  Lock 


Increased  expense  of  Picketting  by  the  projected  line  for  inclosing 
the  Boildings  proposed  for  the  Naval  Department. 

400  of  Picketts  @  2s  ea 

350  feet  of  Oak  Scantling  5  by  8  @  5d  p  ft 

40  SoUd  feet  of  Oak@  7^d  p  ft 


162 


850 


19 


10 


Amounting  to    Eight   hundred    &  fifty    pounds,  nineteen  shillings   & 
nine  pence  currency  Dollar  at  five  Shillings 

John  Craigie 
Corny  &  Stkr  Grenl, 

Indorsed:    No.  3. 

Estimate  of  the  ezpence  of  sandry  materials  necessary  for  erecting  Baildings  at  Detroit,  incladed 
in  Capt  Fisher's  Estimate,  Dated  Quebec  25th  Jaly  1792. 

£850—19—9  Currency. 

In  Lt.  Govr  Clarke's  No.  43,  of  5  Sept.  1792. 

i:  Q  60,  p  278  ] 


Quebec  25th  July  1792 
Abstract  of  Estimates   for  works  and   repairs  proposed  to    be  executed 
in  the   Provinces   of    Upper  and  Lower  Canada    in  1793  and  also   of 
repairs  further  necessary  to  the  present  Fortifications  of  Quebec. 


Nol.  Michilimackinac 

Works 

.Buildings 

f  Workmanship.... 
1  Materials 

(  Workmanship 

(  Materials 

f  Workmanship 

(  Materials 

79-18-6 
287—18-9 

£ 

367 

2249 

1084 

s 

17 
1 

2 

d 
S 
9 
q 

506-14-0 
1702-  7-9 

No  2.  Detroit -! 

233—  2—6 
850-19-9 

Benjn  Fisher 
Capt.  Commdg.  EL  Engrs. 


454  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

N.  B. — The    Prices   of   Materials    in   this    Country    often    vary   very 

essentially  according   to    the    Seasons  and    circumstances    under    which 

they  are  provided.     It  is  probable  that  many  of   the  articles  might   be 

obtained  for  less  than  stated  in  the  above  estimates  if  time  was  allowed 

to  collect  them  at  the  proper  seasons  and  in  the  cheapest  manner. 

John  Craigie 

Comg  <fe  S.  M.  Genl. 
[  Q  60,  p  222  ] 


Sib, 


8IB   JOHN   JOHNSON   TO   LIEUT.   GOV.   ALURED   CLARKE. 

Quebec  28th  July  1792. 


And  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit  of  it,  the  Requisitions 
for  the  various  Posts,  and  stations  should  be  as  nearly  similar  as 
possible  to  those  lately  approved,  if  possible  they  should  be  gradu- 
ally reduced  to  what  the  Six  Nations  signified  to  me,  in  Public 
Council,  soon  after  the  declaration  of  Peace  was  all  that  they 
would,  or  could  in  reason  expect,  Clothing  for  the  Widows  and 
Orphans  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  Battle,  and  for  those  who  were 
maimed  in  His  Majesty's  Service,  as  well  as  for  the  old  and  infirm 
who   were   rendered    incapable   of   providing   for   themselves. 

And  that  the  greater  Regularity  and  order  may  be  observed,  and' 
that  the  Storekeeper  General  may  be  enabled  to  be  regular  in  his 
Returns,  I  would  recommend  as  most  condusive  to  those  ends,  that 
requisitions  as  above  described  be  Annually  made,  not  only  by  Senior 
Agent,  Colonel  McKee,  of  Upper  Canada,  but  by  Colonel  Camp- 
bell the  Agent  of  Lower  Canada  also,  and  that  no  other  issues 
whatever  shall  be  made  from  the  general  store  but  upon  very 
urgent  occasions,  and  that  by  Requisition  to  be  approved  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  after  an  explanation  of  the  urgency  and  neces- 
sity   of   tho    Issue. 

All  Reciuisitions  &  orders  for  provisions  to  be  made  out  and 
receipts  signed  by  the  Agents  in  their  respective  Provinces.  If  this 
mode    should     be    approved    by    Your    Excellency,    I     have    no    doubt 
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but   it  will  obviate  all  difficulties  and  promote  what  has  ever  been  my 

first  objeot,    His  Majesty's  service 

I    have   the   honor   to    be    with 

great   regard    &    esteem 

Your   Excellency's 

Most   obedt.    humble   Servant 

John  Johnson. 
His    Exceliy    Major   Genl   Clarke,    &c.    &c.    &c. 

Indopfed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  54.  of  3d  Octr.  1792. 

[  Q  61-2,  p  349  ] 


LIEUT.    GOV.    ALURED    CLARKE   TO   HENRY    DUNDAS. 

[  No.  38.  ]  Quebec  29th  July  1792. 

Sir, 

Sir  John  Johnson  having  informed  me,  as  Commander  of  His 
Majesty's  Forces  in  America,  that  he  had  received  through  Colonel 
Simooe,  the  King's  gracious  permission  to  be  absent  from  his  duty 
in  this  Country,  and  that  he  was  preparing  to  go  to  England  in 
consequence  thereof,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  he  offers  of 
expressing  how  much  I  regret  the  necessity  of  his  absence  from 
the  Department  over  which  he  has  so  long  presided  with  a  degree 
of  influence  and  zeal  that  do  him  great  credit,  and  where  his  ser- 
vices might  every  day  become  more  and  more  useful  from  the 
unsettled  and  critical  Situation  of  Indian  Affairs.  I,  however  derive 
great  satisfaction  from  knowing  that  his  presence  will  afford  you 
the  means  of  obtaining  more  ample  information  of  every  matter 
relative  to  that  important  branch  of  His  Majesty's  Service  in  Amer- 
ica, and  that  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  manner  than  I  could 
possibly    convey    to   you    by    letter. 

I   have   the    honor   to    be   with    great   respect 
Sir, 

Your   most   obedient 

and   most   faithful 

humble   Servant 

Alured  Clarke. 
The   Right   Honble   Henry    Dundas. 

P.   S.     Some   late    accounts   are   just   received   from    Detroit   relative 

to   Indian    Affairs,    the    particulars   whereof,    it   is   unnecessary   for   me 
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to   detail,    as     Sir    John     Johnson    will    have   the    honor   of   communi- 
cating   them    to    you. 

A.   C. 

ladoreed:    Quebec  29th  Jaly  1792. 
Lt.  Govr.  (Uarke  No.  3>>. 
B.  20  Angt.  by  Sir  John  -lohneon. 
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CAI'T.    .JOSEPH    RRANT    TO    lOSEPH    CHEW. 

Extract    of    a    Letter    from    Captain    Joseph     Brant    to    Joseph     Chew 

Secretary    of    Indian    Affairs    Dated    at    Niagara    Ist    August    1792. 

'The  Americans  still  claim  the  Line  for  a  Boundary  according 
to  the  Treaty  at  Muskingum,  and  seem  determined  upon  having  it, 
but  say  if  it  can  be  made  appear  that  the  purchase  was  made 
under  value,  they  are  willing  to  make  restitution,  this  I  argued 
much  against,  and  alleged  that  nothing  but  a  new  Boundary  would 
have   the   effect   desired." 

"By  De  Couyne  who  is  gone  to  the  Westward  T  advised  as  to 
the  steps  I  thought  best  to  pursue,  and  have  wrote  fully  to  Colonel 
MoKee   on    the   subject   of   my    Jaunt. 

In  my  letters  to  you  I  mentioned  a  coat  that  was  sent  up  for 
Captain  Snake,  he  is  not  able  to  wear  it  for  fear  of  making  others 
jealous,  1  could  wish  three  or  four  more  were  sent  up,  and  some 
Green  Cloth  for  a  short  Coat  or  two  for  the  Delaware  Chiefs,  also 
the  Silver  Works  (fee  I  spoke  to  Sir  John  about,  I  expect  to  go  to 
the  Westward  when  I  hear  from  Colo  McKee.  Get  the  Pistols  Mr. 
Hall's  partner  brought  from  England  for  me  and  pray  send  them  as 
soon    as   possible    as    I    may    have    occasion    for   them." 

"There  is  not  much  appearance  of  the  American  Army  moving 
until  late,  they  wishing  to  have  their  Troops  better  disciplined  than 
they    were   last   Campaign." 

Indonied:     No.  .S. 

In  Lt.  (iovr.  Clarke's  No.  4«,  <if  2»  Sept.  179i. 
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.l<»HN    CKAKHE    TO    MAJ.    GEN.    CLARKE. 

Quebec  2nd  August  1792. 
Sir, 

Your     Excellency     having    communicated     to     me    a    Memorial     from 

certain    Merchants   at     Kingston,    to    His     Excellency    Lieut    Governor 
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Simcoe  dated  the  22d  Ult.  wherein  they  offer  to  deliver  a  large 
quantity  of  Flour  at  that  place  for  the  use  of  Government,  together 
v^'ith  Colonel  Simcoe's  letter  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  am  induced 
(in  compliance,  as  I  conceive,  with  Your  Excellency's  desire)  to 
state  my  observations  on  what  has  formerly  taken  place  respecting 
this  object  at  some  length,  altho'  Yoiar  Excellency  is  already  fully 
possessed  of  it,  with  a  view  to  Colonel  Simcoe's  more  perfect 
information. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1786  in  consequence  of  repre- 
sentations from  the  settlers  in  Upper  Canada,  I  have  been  ordered 
to  receive  the  supplies  of  Flour  required  for  the  Troops  at  the 
Upper  Posts,  from  the  several  adjoining  settlements,  as  far  as  they 
could  furnish  the  same.  There  being  a  contract  made  by  the  Board 
of  Treasury  in  England  for  the  provisions  necessary  for  the  Troops 
in  Canada,  to  be  delivered  at  Quebec  or  Montreal;  the  Contractors 
consented  to  give  for  such  supplies  of  Flour  delivered  at  the  Upper 
Settlements  the  market  price  in  Lower  Canada,  and  as  an  additional 
encouragement  to  the  agriculture  of  that  new  country,  there  was 
further  allowed  to  the  settlers  a  chief  part  of  the  expence  that 
would  have  been  incurred  in  transporting  the  article  from  Lachine 
by    Government. 

In  order  that  the  advantage  of  these  high  terms  might  be  enjoyed 
by  those  for  whom  this  benefit  was  intended,  it  has,  by  order  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  at  all  times  been  an  object  of  principal  con- 
sideration to  receive  the  Flour  at  first  hand  from  the  Settlers  and 
to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  any  interference  or  dealings  with  the 
Merchant. 

From  circumstances  peculiar  to  the  Settlements  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Niagara  &  Detroit,  It  has  been  necessary  to  have  recourse, 
for  these  two  years  past,  to  Kingston,  for  a  part  of  the  supply  of 
Flour  for  these  Posts;  It  appears  probable  that  this  year  they  will 
be  able  to  furnish  the  whole  quantity  required  and  if  they  can, 
there  would  certainly  be  great  hardship  in  withholding  from  them 
their  share  of  the  advantages  which  have  hitherto  been  in  some 
measure   enjoyed    exclusively    by    the    Settlements   at    Kingston. 

If  the  Merchants  at  Kingston  have  given  the  high  price  of  fifteen 
shillings  pr.  cwt.  for  Flour,  the  Settlers  have  no  doubt  enjoyed 
great  benefit  from  it,  but  that  can  be  no  sufficient  reason,  why 
Government  should  indemnify  them  from  the  consequences  of  an 
engagement   entered    into    without    the    participation    thereof,    and    in 

fact   apparently    calculated    to   defeat    the    intentions    of    Government. 
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It  will  remain  with  Your  Excellency  to  determine  whether  in  a 
Military  point  of  view  any  addition  to  the  stock  of  provisions  for 
the  Posts,  would  be  expedient.  F^y  the  actual  Distributions,  they 
are    provided    to   the    Ist    October    1793. 

In  regard  to  laying  in  a  stock  of  Flour  beforehand,  as  a  pro- 
vision for  Emigrants  that  may  be  expected  to  resort  to  Upper 
Canada,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  suflScient  supplies  may  be 
with  ease  provided  for  any  number  of  people,  should  instructions 
be  given  to  that  efiPect;  and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  if  these 
people  are  to  depend  on  their  own  resources,  any  interference  in 
the    Flour    market    would    only    tend    to    increase    their   difficulties. 

Taking  the  object  therefore  under  every  point  of  view,  I  cannot 
hesitate  for  a  moment  in  giving  ray  opinion  that  the  proposal  in 
question    of    the    Merchants   of     Kingston    ought   not   to    be   accepted. 

I  feel  myself  further  called  upon  by  the  occasion  to  represent  to 
Your  Excellency,  that  it  was  from  the  first  moment  foreseen,  that 
the  encouragement  afiForded  to  the  Settlers,  in  the  allowance  in  part 
of  the  expence  of  Transport  from  Lachine  would  become  impartial 
and  therefore  improper,  whenever  the  settlement  should  be  able  to 
furnish  more  flour  than  was  required  for  the  supply  of  the  Posts. 
That,  as  Your  Excellency  will  recollect,  for  these  two  last  years,  it 
has  been  in  contemplation  to  discontinue  the  present  high  rates  which 
have  only  been  allowed  from  time  to  time,  and  in  the  view  that  they 
should  soon  altogether  cease.  And  as  it  is  now  sufficiently  obvious  as 
well  from  the  above  proposal  as  from  every  information,  that  the 
Flour  to  be  furnished  in  Upper  CJanada  greatly  exceeds  the  demand 
for  the  Posts  I  think  it  ray  duty  to  subrait,  whether  it  might  not 
be  expedient  to  provide  in  future  the  supplies  wanted  for  the 
Troops  on  the  best  Terms,  and  for  that  purpose,  to  give  notice 
that  tenders  will  be  received  at  the  several  settlements,  as  soon  as 
the  event  of  the  present  Harvest  can  be  with  precision  ascertained, 
for  the  quantities  of  Flour  wanted  for  the  different  Posts  to  be 
delivered    there    in    June    and    July    1793. 

I    have   the   honor    to    be  dec.    &c.    See. 

John  Craigie, 
D.   Corarar.   General. 
His    Excellency    Major   (General    Clarke,    6:c.    t^'o.    tV:c. 

Kaciontecl:    Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commiasary  (ieaeral  to  Uia  Kxoelly  Major  (laneral  (.'larke,  date<l 
at  (^antxx'  2(1  Aatriat  1702. 
(□  Lt.  Itovr.  Himcoe'ii  of  the  10th  Deer.  17M 
I  o  Lord  I><>rcheater'«  No.  2.^  to  Colonel  Simooe. 
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Navy  Hall,  Niagara,  August  20th  1792. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my  dispatches  from  Mr. 
Dundas,  and  of  Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  18th  of  July  deliv- 
ered  by   Mr.    Foy. 

I  presume  that  my  letters  from  Mr.  Dundas  dated  the  5th  of 
May  are  counter  parts  of  what  have  been  transmitted  to  Your 
Excellency. 

As   you    intimate   a   wish   to    know    my    sentiments   relative   to   the 
dispatches   I   have    received    from    Mr.    Hammond,    by    which    I   pre- 
sume  that   you   mean   a   copy    of    that    Gentleman's    letter    to    Lord 
Grenville   of   the    8th    of   June   1792,     I   lose   no   time    in    submitting' 
to   you   my    opinion   thereon. 

I  beg  to  premise  that  Colonel  MoKee  having  personally  brought 
to  me  your  Excellency's  directions,  to  suspend  his  calling  the 
Western  Indians  together,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their 
Boundary,  and  assuring  me  that  Colonel  Butler  could  not  have 
received  any  orders  relative  to  the  Assembly  of  the  Five  Nations, 
I  thought  it  unnecessary  to  report  to  Your  Excellency  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  Sir  John  Johnson,  naturally  would  have  informed  you,  that 
he  had  suflBcient  time  to  execute  your  orders  before  Colonel  McKee 
had  left  Montreal;  and  particularly  as  Mr.  Hammond,  with  whom 
discretion  was  vested  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers  to  offer  the  propo- 
sitions to  be  made  to  the  United  States  had  determined  it  not  to 
be  a   favorable   period    for   that   measure. 

I  feel  it  however  both  my  duty  &  inclination  to  state,  to  Your 
Excellency,  such  general  reasoning,  and  such  particular  Ideas,  as 
occur  to  me  on  an  attentive  perusal  of  Lord  Grenville's  late  dis- 
patches to  Mr.  Hammond;  that  Gentleman's  answer;  and  those 
documents,  which  by  the  last  dispatch  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Dundas;  because  it  appears  necessary  that  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
should  receive  the  most  ample  Information  on  points  of  such- 
infinite  magnitude  from  the  servants  of  the  Crown  upon  the  spot,. 
and  because  I  should  wish  that  the  opinions  which  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  offer,  may  be  transmitted  as  approved  or  corrected  by  Your 
Excellency's  local  experience  or  mature  Judgement.  My  long  and 
uniform  observations  on  the  rules  of  the  United  States  has  never 
suffered  me  to  hold  but  one  opinion  on  the  subject  of  all  our 
attempts  at  negociation  with  them,  which  is,  that  they  mean  noth- 
ing    less    than     amicable    arrangement    on    the    subject   of   the   Posts, 
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and  that  they  will  never  consent  to  any  Commercial  Treaty  what- 
soever, that  may  be  of  reciprocal  benefit — And  that  if  Great  Britain 
€hall  deem  it  necessary  to  effectuate  either,  on  fair  and  equal  prin- 
ciples, she  can  never  succeed  until  Messrs.  Washington,  Jefferson 
and  Hamilton  have  lost  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  Confed- 
eration, and  this  I  believe  it  will  be  less  difficult  to  effect,  by 
aiming  at  once  to  dissolve  the  Confederacy,  'than  by  any  other 
secondary    or   indirect    means. 

With  such  a  firm  and  uniform  belief,  I  am  not  in  the  least 
surprized  to  find  that  Mr.  Hammond  has  no  hopes  of  success  in 
a  plan  that  would  secure  the  present  generation,  and  provide  for 
the  happiness  of  Posterity;  nor  do  I  in  the  least  wonder  that  in 
his  conversation,  Mr.  Hamilton,  without  entering  into  any  argu- 
ments should  cooly  and  briefly  reply  "That  any  plan  that  compre- 
"hended  any  thing  like  cession  of  territory,  or  right,  or  the  allow- 
"ance  of  any  other  power  to  interfere  in  the  disputes  with  the 
^'Indians,  would  be  considered  by  this  Government  as  absolutely 
"impracticable  and  inadmissable. "  At  once  shewing  a  predetermined 
spirit  not  only  to  preclude  Great  Britain  from  all  mediation  in 
behalf  of  the  Independant  Indian  Nations,  but  also  not  to  admit 
a  discussion  of  her  own  right  to  maintain  the  Posts.  I  am  there- 
fore, as  far  as  concerns  Mr.  Hamilton,  justified  in  what  I  have 
always  maintained,  that  if  the  present  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  the  only  medium  by  which  Great  Britain  is  to  obtain  amica- 
ble alliance,  peace,  commerce,  or  security  with  the  United  States  I 
cannot  but  anticipate  the  most  absolute  miscarriage  in  the  attempt. 

In  respect  to  Mr.  Jefferson;  Mr.  Hammond  informs  Lord  Grenville 
that,  He  asserts  not  only  the  Right  of  Pre-emption  in  the  United 
States  of  the  Indian  Territory,  which  Great  Britain  by  the  Treaty, 
admitted,  but  claims  internal  Jurisdiction  to  prevent  all  but  those 
under  passes  from  the  States,  "inhabiting,"  by  which  is  meant  trad- 
ing in  the  Indian  Country,  in  direct  contravention  to  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  which  defined  the  nature  of  the  Indian  Sovereignty  and  the 
infraction  of  which  Gordon  (Mr.  Washington's  Partizan  )  in  his  His- 
tory \'ol  Ist  p  99  properly  describes  to  have  been  the  occasion  of 
the  war  of  1754 — from  this  claim  as  Mr.  Hammond  infers,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  would  naturally  regard  any  Grant 
of  the  Indian  Soil  in  perpetuity,  not  only  as  a  dereliction  of  Right, 
but   also   as   a   sacrifice    "of   a   part   of   its   Territory." 

The  leading  men  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States  having 
80    perfectly  agreed;    Mr.   Jefferson  claiming  as  a   Ri(/lif    the    exclusion 
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of  all  persons  except  under  the  authority  of  the  States  from 
"Inhabiting"  (which  is  necessary  I  conceive  to  trading  with  the 
Indians)  within  the  Indian  Territory  as  yielded  by  the  Treaty  Line 
to  the  United  States  and  Mr.  Hamilton  saying  "that  any  plan  that 
"comprehends  anything  like  a  cession  of  right  or  mediatorial 
"interference  is  inadmissible,"  I  am  warranted  in  writing  these 
gentlemen  as  determined  enemies  of  Great  Britain;  the  one  Jeffer- 
son I  know,  avows  his  Hostility,  the  other  Hamilton,  insiduously 
disguises  it;  and  I  think  that  Mr.  Hammond  on  these  communica- 
tions alone  has  acted  most  Judiciously  in  not  offering  (Ministe- 
rially) the   proposed   plan   on   the   part   of   Great   Britain.  • 

But,  Sir,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  no  offer  should  be  made 
to  the  United  States  of  a  Boundary  Line,  which  without  the  direct 
appearance  of  mediation,  and  interference  in  behalf  of  the  Indians, 
might  embrace  as  a  general  principle,  the  preventing  future  mis- 
understandings among  the  Possessors  of  this  part  of  America,  and 
I  should  suppose,  that  such  a  plan  must  naturally  originate  from 
the  mutual  explanations  &  discussions  which  have  lately  taken  place 
between  Mr.  Hammond  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  which,  as  the  result  of  these  conferences,  would  not  affect  the 
Pride  of  the  People,  equally  as  if  they  bore  the  appearance  of  solely 
arising  in  consequence  of  their  recent  check  in  the  Indian  Warfare-^ 
and  this  place  might  surely  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  should  fairly  and 
naturally  be  made  known  to  the  people  at  large,  without  which,  I  am 
certain  all  overtures  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  will  be  misrepre- 
sented  and  rendered  ineffectual.  And  this  I  conceive  should  be  done 
without  loss  of  time. 

I  am  sorry  that  an  open  &  avowed  mediation  did  not  follow  the 
check  of  Harmar,  in  the  former  year,  or  the  recent  defeat  of  St  Clair. 
It  would  have  strengthened  the  opposition  to  the  raising  of  the  force 
now  destined  against  the  Indian  Nations.  I  am  confirmed  in  the  just- 
ness of  my  opinion  by  a  late  conversation  with  Joseph  Brant.  He 
said  "it  was  unfortunate  for  the  Indians  that  no  one  had  detailed  the 
"calamities  and  cruelties  they  had  undergone,  and  what  they  had  to 
"invalidate  those  treaties  by  which  the  States  claimed  their  Lands." 
He  added,  "such  a  publication  would  strengthen  the  arguments  of 
"those  who  opposed  an  Indian  war;"  I  understood  from  him  that 
Mr.  Clinton,  the  Governor  of  New  York,  had  held  this  Language  to 
him. 

I  therefore  do  conceive  that  a  proposition  immediately  brought  for- 
ward to  explain  and  amend  the    Treaty    line    upon  the  basis  on  which 
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it  is  stated  to  have  been  formed  "liberal  equity  and  reciprocity,"  to 
do  away  what  has  no  existence,  such  as  a  west  line  drawn  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi ;  what  could  become  null  and 
of  no  effect,  the  free  and  reciprocal  use  of  the  navigation  of  that  River 
(provided  by  Mr.  Jefferson's  principle  the  British  Trader  had  no 
right  to  pass  through  the  Indian  Country  to  its  Banks)  and  that 
should  establish  a  more  precise  Boundary  on  the  cession  of  the  use 
of  that,  or  other  Rights,  so  as  to  use  the  words  of  the  Treaty  "to 
exclude  all  partial  advantages  as  seeds  of  discord" — and  to  form  a 
certain  and  defined  Barrier;  such  a  proposition  would  necessarily 
include  in 'it  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  Indians,  and 
during  the  course  of  the  ensuing  winter  might  possibly  produce 
the  effect  of  terminating  the  disturbances,  particularly  if,  as  seems 
probable,  General  Wayne  shall  employ  himself  solely  in  disciplining 
and  arranging  his  army,  and  not  advance  into  the  Country,  if  this 
purpose  cannot  be  effected  through  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  the  fair  principles  of  our  propositions  I  should  conceive  might 
then  be  universally  promulgated  and  made  known,  and  which  would 
most  certainly  strengthen  the  British  Interests,  both  in  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  and  would  reduce  the  present  question  to 
its  real  merits  which  seem  totally  to  have  been  lost  sight  of  in 
the  United  States,  and  even  in  Great  Britain,  namely,  whether  the 
United  States  having  failed  on  their  part  in  doing  Great  Britain 
justice  in  most  essential  points  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  has  not  Great 
Britain  a  right  to  withhold  the  evacuation  of  certain  Posts  till  the 
Stipulation  on  which  they  were  to  be  evacuated  shall  be  complied 
withy  and  it  would  not  only  force  the  Government  of  the  United 
vStates  prematurely  to  acknowledge  that  it  has  no  intention  of  fulfill- 
ing its  part  of  the  Treaty,  but  would  confirm  what  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect  from  the  universal  Language  of  all  descriptions  of 
men  in  the  United  States  from  circumstances  and  from  Knox's 
Instructions  to  St  Clair,  that  Congress  is  laying  in  wait  till  some 
fortunate  occurrence  shall  enable  it  to  seize  by  fraud  or  open  vio- 
lence what  is  so  justly  6:  reasonably  with  held.  There  is  no  Per- 
son perhaps  who  thinks  less  of  the  Talents  or  Integrity  of  General 
Washington  than  I  do;  a  laudable  attachment  to  his  native  Country 
as  well  as  his  natural  avarice  tV:  vanity,  two  principal  Ingredients 
in  his  ('haracter,  might  account  for  his  anxiety  to  establish  the 
Capital  of  the  United  vStates  near  his  own  Estate,  and  in  Virginia; 
but  I  have  little  doubt  but  his  conduct  on  these  particulars  is 
actuated     by     cool     deliberation    k    foresight    and    that    the    Capital    in 
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Virginia  (its  confines).  The  Indian  War  and  the  standing  army, 
all  tend  to  one  point,  namely  the  joining  the  Western  and  South- 
em  Territories  to  oppose  the  encrease  of  power  of  the  "Eastern 
(Northern)  States;  whose  Industrious  Domineering  and  Enterprising 
Spirit  added  to  the  superior  advantages  of  Climate,  will  without 
this  Balance,  in  no  very  distant  period  absolutely  command  their 
present  Confederates.  Should  Mr.  Washington  and  his  Colleagues 
succeed  in  their  present  attempt  to  colonize  on  the  Ohio;  I  doubt 
not  but  the  strictest  act  of  navigation  throughout  the  Confederation 
will  take  place,  to  flatter  and  consolidate  the  Eastern  with  the 
Southern  and  Western  States,  and  that  the  Government  of  the  whole 
will  through  Mr.  Washington  and  his  Colleagues  sooner  or  later 
center   in    the   hands   of   the    French. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  Posts  we  hold,  Oswego,  Detroit, 
Michilimackinac,  and  I  presume  Niagara,  are  in  the  Territories 
belonging  to  the  Conquest,  as  a  Confederation,  and  are  called  by 
them  Terriiorial  Districts,  no  settlement  on  these  Lands  can  be 
made  without  the  permission  of  Congress;  no  attack  on  these  Posts 
can  take  place  without  involving  the  whole  confederation  in  its  con- 
sequences. 

It  is  obvious  therefore,  that  when  Congress  complains  of  the  want 
of  Power  to  prevent  the  infraction  of  the  Treaty  by  the  separate 
States  of  the  union,  it  possesses  suflBcient  authority  over  those  Dis- 
tricts within  the  Treaty  Line,  to  prevent  their  becoming  any  cause 
of  contention,  and  particularly  as  Great  Britain  restrains  herself  to 
the  simple  occupation  of  the  Posts  without  a  thought  of  extending 
the  cultivation  of  the  territories. 

But  I  am  well  aware  that  Congress  neither  possesses  the  magnanimity 
of  the  Eoman  Senators  of  old,  who  in  a  similar  instance,  would  not  stoop 
to  be  the  Instruments  of  the  base  conduct  of  the  people  they 
governed,  nor  the  fidelity  of  the  British  Nations  from  whom  they 
sprung,  but  at  a  favorable  opportunity  would  declare,  that  it  was  not 
bound  by  the  act  of  their  Predecessors,  and  probably  would  use  the 
very  expressions  of  Mr.  Washington  to  an  Indian  delegation,  "I  am 
"not  uninformed  the  Six  Nations  have  been  led  into  some  difficulties 
"with  respect  to  their  Lands,  these  evils  arose  before  the  present 
"Government,  I  cannot  disannul  treaties  formed  before  my  administra- 
"tion." 

The  consideration  &  establishment  of  a  boundary  line  towards  Lake 
Champlain  concerning  which  differences  have  already  arisen,  seems  the 
principal    object    of    the    attention    of     His    Majesty's    Ministers,    and 
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unfortunately  forms  a  very  distinct  A:  separate  subject  for  observation. 
The  Territories  beyond  the  treaty  line  in  this  Quarter,  now  withheld 
by  Great  Britain  are  principally  in  the  State  of  Vermont  and  do 
not    in    any    manner   belong   to    Congress   as    territorial   Jurisdictions; 

The  primary  cause  of  dispute  must  therefore  originate  with  the 
State  of  Vermont  &  involve  in  it  the  question  of  right  of  property, 
in  the  actual  Settlers,  and  of  a  Jurisdiction,  where  as  yet  the 
province  of  Canada  has  never  been  extended ;  nor  will  the  mischief 
of  such  a  contest  in  its  relations  be  more  impolitic,  than  it  seems 
to  be  peculiarly  violent  in  its  principle;  of  all  the  boundaries  a 
dispute  on  those  of  the  State  of  Vermont  only,  would  interest  the 
Eastern  Colonies,  from  whom  they  are  descended,  in  its  consequences 
nor  are  there  any  very  powerful  considerations  to  prevent  the  people 
of   Vermont   themselves   from    the   Hazard   of   war. 

Vermont  has  nothing  to  lose;  and  in  this  point  of  view,  her 
separation  from  New  York,  and  ultimately  her  confederation  with 
the  United  States,  may  become  very  injurious  to  the  Interests  of 
Great  Britain  as  it  must  be  obvious,  that  in  case  of  unprovoked 
Hostility,  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  must  be  convinced  by 
experience  in  the  destruction  of  their  property  of  the  fallacy  on 
what  they  build  in  common  conversation  "That  the  injury  which 
"thereby  would  accrue  to  the  British  Merchants  will  always  prevent 
"Great  Britain  from  resenting  any  National  insult  or  aggression  that 
"may  be  offered  in  Canada,"  and  this  destruction  in  case  of  hos- 
tilities ought  to  happen,  unless  Great  Britain  should  divest  herself 
of  every  principle  on  which  her  Supereminence  has  been  placed, 
Sacrifice  to  a  precarious  commerce,  the  Interests  of  posterity,  and 
tamely  negociate  herself  into  a  Bankruptcy  of  all  that  is  stable  or 
honorable   in    her   present   situation. 

In  every  point  of  view  therefore,  the  Settlement  of  a  Boundary 
with  the  State  of  Vermont  is  of  the  most  serious  cV:  Instantaneous 
importance,  and  I  do  hope  that  if  a  general  Line  be  not  the  object 
of  Mr.  Hammond's  interposition;  and  that  the  principle  on  which 
it  shall  be  made  be  not  so  extensive,  as  to  embrace  the  whole  of 
Lord  Grenville'a  Ideas,  that  this  point  will  be  the  subject  of  sepa- 
rate discussion,  and  for  this  a  favorable  opportunity  has  been  offered 
by  the  transactions  of  Congress  relative  to  Alburgh;  and  the  Quar- 
rels between  Mr.  Conroy  and  his  neighbours,  which  seem  to  require 
Explanation  and  Settlement;  the  extent  of  their  boundaries  I  con- 
ceive tho'  an  important,  but  as  a  secondary  object,  and  may  include 
what    is    in    the    State    of    Vermont   only,    without    passing    the    New 
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York  line;  but  if  it  should  be  founded  on  Captain  Mann's  Ideas, 
I  hope,  it  will  be  so  protracted  as  to  include  at  the  least,  all  the 
Islands  in  the  St  Lawrence,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  enter  into  any 
Military  views,  as  the  Civil  ones  are  of  so  much  more  importance  and 
Your  Excellency  is  well  acquainted  on  what  points,  I  differ  from 
other  opinions  on  Military  subjects. 

Another  very  important  Boundary  is  that  of  Niagara  and  Detroit. 
Military  Ambition  has  generally  taken  the  Lines  of  Nature,  for  its 
limits,  but  Kivers  and  Seas  are  fertile  in  all  the  Quarrels  that  attach 
on  the  Jealous  &  Monopolizing  Spirit  of  Commerce;  and  the  late 
Treaty  Line  seems  not  to  have  sufficiently  secured  either  the  present 
generation,  or  posterity,  from  the  Collision  of  Interests,  consequent  tO' 
the  common  passage  thro'  these  narrow  communications.  This  Evil, 
I  fear,  is  irremediable;  Upper  Canada  at  any  rate  has  the  possession, 
and  every  hour  will  strengthen  it — besides  it  is  far  from  being  my 
opinion,  that  better  passages  to  the  Detroit  and  Huron  than  that  of 
Niagara  will  not  shortly  become  practicable. 

To  sum  up  my  opinion  which  I  have  detailed  at  length,  that  it  may 
be  clearly  understood,  I  conceive  that  Mr.  Hammond  should  immedi- 
ately be  directed  to  make  some  proposition  to  amend  the  treaty  line; 
that  this  should  be  as  extensive  as  possible  in  order  that  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  Indian  claims,  might  be  introduced,  in  consequence 
of  its  discussion,  but,  if  so  general  a  ground  be  not  thought  prac- 
ticable, that  at  least,  the  boundary  of  Vermont  be  settled;  which 
I  hold  to  be  of  more  immediate  importance,  and  to  effect  any  good 
purpose,  I  conceive  that  Mr.  Washington's  influence,  and  that  of 
his  friends,  should  be  lessened  as  much  as  possible,  this  may  be  diffi- 
cult, but  it  is  not  impracticable;  the  attempt  must  be  made  sooner  or 
later,  it  ought  now  to  be  begun.  Should  Great  Britain  not  succeed 
in  her  wish  for  amicable  arrangement,  she  would  have  the  advantage  of 
laying  down  fair  and  equal  propositions,  to  be  universally  known  & 
commented  upon;  which  could  not  fail  materially  to  serve  her  cause; 
for  with  proper  provisions  I  should  perfectly  rely  on  the  hopes  of 
Lord  Dorchester  "that  the  wisdom  and  utility  of  the  system  would 
"be  so  evident  to  the  good  sense  of  the  United  States  as  to  con- 
"quer  every  difficulty  on  their  part"  it  is  to  this  good  sense,  that 
I  wish  the  appeal  to  be  made,  and  to  that  morality,  which  is  by 
no  means  defective  in  the  general  mass  of  the  United  States,  tho' 
it  is  not  exemplified  in  the  characters,  the  conduct  or  object  of 
their  Leaders;  but  this  appeal   must   be   made   thro'  the   Press,   which 

from    the    commencement    of    the    American    Rebellion,    to   its   Inde- 
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pendancy,  and  the  present  moment,  has  been  totally  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  It  is  true,  that  of  late,  the  morality  and  wis- 
dom of  the  Indian  War  has  been  questioned;  but  in  answer  to  the 
many  profligate  &  intlamatory  paragraphs  which  have  been  written 
to  stir  up  the  People  against  the  British  Government  for  not 
evacuating  the  Posts,  can  there  be  produced  a  single  answer  that 
states  the  question  on  its  fair  grounds  and  asserts  the  Justice  & 
propriety  of  the  United  States  fulfilling  the  Treaty  on  their  part? 
Some  such  measures  must  speedily  be  adopted,  some  such  appeal 
to  popular  Reasoning  must  be  made,  or  I  am  convinced  that  Great 
Britain  will  sooner  or  later  be  forced  into  a  Contest,  deprived  of 
collateral  assistance,  in  the  Indians  being  subdued,  and  probably 
turned  against  her,  and j  deprived  of  National  Union;  as  the  claims 
of  the  United  States  to  the  completion  of  the  Treaty,  if  not  soon 
denied,    will   be   universally    considered    as    irrefragably    established. 

Should  Congress  adopt  a  Prince  of  the  House  of  Brunswick  for 
their  future  President  or  King,  the  happiness  of  the  two  nations 
would  be  interwoven  and  united — all  jealousies  removed  &  the  most 
durable  affections  cemented  that  perhaps  ever  were  formed  between 
two   Independant   Nations. 

This   is  an  object  worthy  the  attention  of   Great  Britain  and  which 
many    of   the   most   temperate    men    of    the    United     States    have    in 
contemplation.       And     which     many     events,     if     once     systematically 
V)egun,    may    hasten    (t    bring    to    maturity. 
I    have   the   honor   to    be 

with    the   utmost    Respect    &    Esteem 
Your    Excellency's 

most   obliged   and 

most   obedt   Servt. 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 

Indoraed:    No.  6. 

[  Q  61-1,  p  169  ] 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE    TO   GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

Foot  of  Rapids  Miamis  Aui,ai8t  2-ith  1792. 

SiK, 

Upon  my  arrival  nf  this  place  a  few  days  ago  accompanied  by 
the  several  Nations  of  Lake  Indians  together  with  the  Deputies  of 
the   Seven    Nations   of    Canada,    an    Indian    from    the   Glaizo   came    to 
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inform  me,  that  some  of  their  Scouts  have  lately  returned  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Jefferson  (an  American  Post  74  miles  North 
of  the  Ohio)  and  report,  that  they  are  enlarging  that  Fort  and  some 
distance  from  thence  towards  the  Miamies  Town  are  about  erecting 
another  Fort,  and  that  large  Reinforcements  and  military  Stores  and 
Provisions  in  great  quantities  are  dayly  arriving  at  those  places,'  which 
inclines  the  Indians  to  believe  that  an  expedition  is  intended  against 
their  Village  as  soon  as  the  near  Fort  is  finished  in  consequence  of 
which  they  have  sent  Messengers  to  call  upon  the  assistance  of  all  their 
Confederates,  as  well  this  way  as  to  the  V^estward.  And  the  Nations 
from  the  Westward  have  already  offered  their  assistance  and  are  now 
collecting  their  force,  so  there  is  reason  to  believe  from  what  I  am 
able  to  learn  among  them  that  their  numbers  will  be  greater  this 
season  than  heretofore,  notwithstanding  the  great  pains  taken  to 
divide  their  Interest  by  many  flattering  Speeches  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  declaring  their  desire  for  Peace  and  insinuating  a 
removal  of  their  posts  North  of  the  Ohio,  but  all  their  Speeches  will 
have  but  little  credit  with  the  Western  Indians  whilst  their  prepara- 
tions to  establish  themselves  within  their  Territory  are  continued. 

These  reports  will  retard  the  meeting  at  this  place  as  the  Indians 
•will  be  cautious  in  leaving  their  villages  for  some  time  and  render 
the   delivery   of  their   annual   supplies    late. 

The  nations  who  accompanied  me  to  this  place  are  now  about 
removing  to  the  Council  Fire  at  the  Glaize  to  transact  their  busi- 
ness there,  from  the  probable  delay  that  will  attend  the  meeting 
here,  I  am  however  sending  a  messenger  to  the  Glaize  to  know  the 
situation  of  the  Indians  there  and  what  time  they  will  be  able  to 
attend   at  this   place   to   receive   their   supplies. 

Anything  worth  your  notice,  I  shall  not  fail  to  transmit  from 
time   to   time. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be 

with   the   greatest   respect 

Sir   &ca 


His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe,  &ca.  &ca. 

Indorsed:    No.  4. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  46  of  29th  Septr  1792. 

[  Q  60-1,  p  160  ] 


A.  McKee. 
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JOURNAL. 

Journal    of    William    Johnson's    proceedings     from     Niagara    to     the 
Westward. 

1792,  29th  August.  Left  Niagara  in  company  with  captain  Bun- 
bury  &  arrived  at  Fort  Erie  on  the  30th  where  after  remaining 
two  days  set  sail  for  Detroit  on  board  the  Chippawa  Captain 
Hanon,  having  the  65  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations  on  board  and 
arrived  at  that  port  the  4th  September,  and  on  the  8th  again 
left  it  in  company  with  Captain  Bunbury  and  the  same  number  of 
Indians  for  the  Miamis  River,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
landed  at  the  Miami  Bay  and  on  the  9th  September  all  the  Indians 
were  disembarked  and  crossed  the  Bay  in  Boats,  a  distance  of  7 
miles,  and  on  the  10th  proceeded  up  the  River  some  in  boats,  and 
others  on  Foot,  to  the  foot  of  the  Miami  Rapids,  a  distance  of 
about    14   miles,    where   I   found   Col.    McKee. 

Sep.  11.  Col.  McKee  met  the  5  Nations  in  Council,  and  informed 
them  that  2  days  previous  to  that,  the  Confederate  nations,  departed 
in  their  way  to  the  Glaize,  about  60  miles  up  the  River,  where 
the  Indians  intended  to  convere  the  Grand  Council  on  account  of 
the  daily  alarms  brought  of  the  Americans  being  on  their  approach 
as   some   of   them    had   been    seen   about    the    former   field    of    Battle. 

The  Indians  were  then  of  opinion,  that  they  had  resolved  to 
surprize   some   of   their    Villages  as   they  had   frequently   done   before. 

15th.  Captain  John  a  Shawenoes  Chief,  accompanied  by  4  Shawe- 
noes  and  3  Senecas  came  here  and  congratulated  the  Five  Nations 
on    their   safe   arrival. 

17.  The  Five  Nations  in  Council  met  Captain  Pipe  a  Delaware 
Chief  attended  by  above  40  Delawares,  when  after  their  usual  cere- 
monies  of  their  Condolence  at  their  first  meeting.  The  purport  of 
their  Council  was  respecting  the  murder  of  two  Delawares  by  some 
of  the  five  Nations  and  a  party  of  the  Americans  near  Venango  on 
the  Alleghany — The  Cow  Killer,  the  speaker  for  the  6  Nations, 
after  going  through  a  long  detail  of  the  Different  Circumstances 
attending  the  first  settlement  of  the  White  People  in  their  Country, 
the  Wars,  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  late  Dissen- 
tions  with  the  Americans  in  which  they  had  been  involved,  said 
that  the  Hatchet  was  taken  from  their  Hands  by  the  King  their 
Father,  and  that  they  were  left  in  the  Disagreeable  situation  of 
making  peace  for  themselves,  in  consequence  of  which  a  kind  of 
Intercourse   had   taken    place   between  some   of    their  young  men.   and 
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the  Amerioans,  and  unknown,  to  their  Chiefs,  had  been  persuaded 
to  go  on  service  with  them.  The  Five  Nations  hoped  the  Dela- 
wares  would  blot  out  from  their  memories  this  late  offence,  being 
the  first  that  had  happened  on  their  part.  As  the  Forefathers  of 
the  Five  Nations  had  taken  them  by  the  hand,  and  adopted  them  as 
Nephews,  they  hoped  that  they  now  looked  upon  them  as  uncles. 
The  Delawares  in  a  Body  rose  up,  shook  hands  and  saluted  them  in 
a  very  friendly  manner. 

18th.  The  Delawares  next  day  in  Council  met  the  5  Nations,  they 
were  happy  and  thankful  to  them,  that  they  remembered  the  intimacy 
and  connection,  that  once  subsisted  with  their  Forefathers,  if  this 
remembrance  was  kept  up,  it  was  impossible  their  uncles  would  go 
astray,  but  could  not  help  remarking  a  certain  blemish  in  their  eyes, 
at  the  same  time  returned  the  Five  Nations  their  hearty  thanks  for 
what  they  had  remembered  them  of;  The  Five  Nations  then  took  a 
Belt  to  cover  the  Graves  and  obliterate  every  remembrance  of  past 
Injuries,  and  another  to  open  the  road  between  them  and  the  Council 
Fire,  The  Delawares  mentioned  at  that  time  they  were  not  able  to 
proceed  owing  to  sickness  but  that  when  they  heard  the  Enemy  were 
approaching   they    would   rise   from    their   beds. 

21st.  This  day  the  Five  Nations  proceeded  on  their  way  to  the 
Glaize  leaving  behind  the  Farmer's  Brother  sick,  and  3  others;  a 
number  of  the  7  Nations  of  Lower  Canada,  at  the  same  time 
return  to  Detroit  in  their  way  to  Lower  Canada,  they  complained 
to  Colonel  McKee  of  a  want  of  provisions  altho'  they  had  plenty 
and  even  gave  and  left  behind  them  provisions  to  other  Indians 
mentioning  they  in  Lower  Canada  were  accustomed  to  another  mode 
of  living;  The  other  Indians  however  afforded  them  every  assistance 
in   their   power. 

23d  Sept.  This  day  Colo  McKee  received  a  message  from  the 
Indians  at  the  Glaize  wishing  his  attendance  there.  In  consequence 
of  which  I  was  ordered  there  Immediately  and  arrived  on  the  24th 
and  on  my  road  met  a  number  of  Ottawas  tired  with  waiting  for 
the  general  Council,  going  homewards,  towards  Lake  Erie — on  my 
arrival  at  the  Glaize,  I  was  told  30  Hurons  and  other  Nations  were 
gone  to  war,  on  same  day  the  5  Nations  arrived  at  the  Glaize, 
•and  went  thro'  their  usual  ceremonies  with  the  Nations  who  had 
been  in  that  quarter  for  some  time  congratulated  the  Five  Nations 
on    their   arrival   at    that   place. 

25th.     Nothing   occurred   worthy    of   notice. 
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27th.  This  day  Colo.  McKee,  Captain  Bunbury  and  Mr.  Selby 
arrived    at   the   Glaize. 

28th.  The  Farmers  Brother  a  principal  Chief  of  the  Senecas  who 
had    been   siok    arrived    from    the   foot   of    the   Rapids. 

30th.  All  the  different  Nations  this  day  meet  in  General  Council 
amongst   nothing   to    my    knowledge   Transpired. 

2d  Oct.  All  the  Confederate  Nations  met  the  Five  Nations  in 
Council,  and  congratulated  them  as  before.  A  Shawanoes  Speaker 
addressed    them    in    manner   as   follows. 

The  Confederate  Nations  are  happy  to  see  you  the  Five  Nations 
at  this  our  Great  Council  Fire;  Ydu  formerly  advised  us  to  be 
determined  in  our  minds,  and  that  all  of  our  Colour  should  cement 
ourselves  in  one  body  and  speak  with  one  voice,  and  that  one- 
nation  should  do  no  Business  without  the  consent  of  the  whole, 
and  if  one  should  receive  a  blow  that  the  smart  should  be  felt  by 
the  whole  Confederacy.  You  advised  us  to  this  step  and  we  have 
followed  it  implicitly  and  exerted  ourselves  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  Southward  to  influence  our  Brethren  in  that  Quarter  in  our 
cause,  and  we  are  still  of  the  same  opinion  determined  to  remain 
steadfast  to  the  Original  Cause;  That  they  were  now  ready  to  hear 
what  the  Five  Nations  and  Seven  Nations  of  Lower  Canada  had 
to  say  to  them,  and  they  trusted  they  would  speak  from  their 
hearts,  as  many  were  present,  who  were  now  going  to  the  South- 
ward;  and    would    Report   in    that   Quarter   the   result. 

4th.  Six  Hurons  arrived  with  two  Scalps  taken  at  Fort  Jefferson, 
and  same  day  all  the  Indians  met  in  Council  when  the  Five  Nations 
addressing  the  different  Nations  of  the  Confederacy,  said  that  they 
had  now  come  to  that  Quarter  on  account  of  the  many  Invitations 
that  had  been  sent  them,  that  the  King  their  Father  had  all  along 
strongly  recommended  it  to  remain  peaceable  and  that  they  had  as 
yet  followed  their  advice,  and  they  now  strongly  recommend  them, 
if  they  could  make  an  advantageous  peace,  by  all  means  to  endeavour 
to  bring  it  about,  That  they  were  highly  pleased  and  it  give  them 
pleasure  that  they  their  Western  Brethren  had  so  nobly  defended 
their  Country,  and  as  Indians  they  now  thanked  them  for  their 
exertions  in  the  general  Interest  :^They  were  sensible  that  the  Ohio 
River  was  an  excellent  Natural  Boundary  and  rocoinmended  thorn* 
at  the  Risk  of  their  Life  to  abide  by  this  Line,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans to  them  had  always  professed  terras  of  accommodation  and 
solicited     them     to     Interfere    for   that    purpose.      If    their    professions 
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were  sincere  they  would  now  be  apparent  to  the  world,  by  abiding 
or  not  abiding  by  this  same  Line,  they  recommended  it  strongly 
to  the  Indians  to  hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Americans  and  to  appoint 
time  and  place  for  making  any  overtures  for  an  accommodation 
they  likewise  recommended  to  them  to  have  some  of  the  King 
their  Father's  OflBcers  to  attend  the  said  Treaty,  in  case  any  advan- 
tage  should   be   taken    of   them. 

The  Western  Indians  tell  the  Five  Nations  that  they  are  much 
pleased  with  the  Seven  Nations  of  Lower  Canada  for  their  Council 
and  secure  offers  of  assistance  should  an  accommodation  not  take 
place. 

5th.  This  Day  the  Five  Nations  deliver  in  their  different  written 
Speeches  they  had  received  from  the  Americans,  in  order  that  some 
of   the   King's   People   then   present   might   explain   it   to   them. 

The  Western  Indians,  said  written  speeches  were  unintelligible  to 
them,  but  wished  the  Five  Nations  verbally  to  acquaint  them  of  their 
proceedings  in  consequence  of  which  they  did.  After  which  the 
Shawenoes  and  other  Chiefs,  remarked  to  Col.  McKee,  that  there  was 
a  Great  Similarity  in  the  language  of  the  Five  Nations  and  the 
United  States  as  they  were   constantly    vebrating  peace  in  their    Ears. 

6th.  A  private  meeting  was  held  this  day  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
Five  Nation  and  others,  on  account  of  a  bad  construction  being  put 
on  their  words  by  a  former  Interpretation  in  the  General  Council, 
when  after  renewing  the  same  conversation  with  different  Interpreters, 
a  better  understanding  was  the  consequence. 

7th.  This  day  a  general  Council  of  all  the  Confederate  Indians 
took  place  when  the  Five  Nations  received  the  thanks  of  the  whole 
Confederacy,  and  that  they  now  understood  each  other.  In  this  Gen- 
eral Council  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  River  Ohio  should 
be  the  boundaries  between  them  and  the  United  States,  and  that  all 
other  Lands  bought  by  Individual  Indians  should  be  ceded  back  to 
the  different  Nation  of  Indians.  That  they  should  in  May  following 
meet  Commissioners  from  the  United  States  and  that  some  of  the 
King's  Officers  should  be  present.  That  as  there  was  a  broad  Tract 
from  the  Five  Nations  to  the  United  States  it  was  desired  that 
they  the  Five  Nations  would  inform  them  of  their  Resolutions  in 
that  quarter  and  in  the  mean  time  as  a  preliminary  that  the  Amer- 
icans should  Remove  all  their  Forts  which  they  have  built  in  their 
Country. 

On  same  day  Col.  McKee,  Capt  Bunbury  and  Mr.  Selby  with 
myself  left    the   Glaize,    on    our    way    to    the    Foot    of    the    Rapids, 
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■when    about   5    miles    on     our    Journey,    we    met    Capt    Brant,    with 

about   5   of   his   men   going   to    the   Glaize. 

Oct   10th    we  arrived  at  the  Rapids,    and  on    the  11th   Simon   Girty 

an  Interpreter  informed  Col.   McKee  that  a  party  of   about  30  Hurons 

had   gone   a   Reconnoitering. 

13th.     Captain     Brant    returned     to    the    foot    of    the     Rapids   and 

seemed   displeased    with    the   proceedings   of   the   General   Council. 

14th.     Captain    Bunbury,    Capt   La   Motte,    and    myself  accompanied 

by   the    Five    Nations    and   several   Nations   of    Lower   Canada,    leave 

the   Rapids   for    Detroit    Capt   Brant    and   40   of    his    men    remained 

behind,    10   others    went   out   with   the   Hurons   a    Reconnoitering. 

loth.     Arrived   at    Detroit. 

18th.     Again  left    Detroit  on  Board  of   the   Ottawa,   accompanied  as 

before. 

23d.     Arrived    at    Fort    Erie. 

Names  of  the  Different  Confederate  Nations  at  the  General  Council 

held   at   the   Glaize 

Shawenoes  Wyandots 

Delawares  Miamies 

Connoys  Nantikokes 

Ottawas  Mohigans 

Chipeways  Potawatimas 

Cherokees  Creeks 

Sawkies  Reynards 

Ouiawatanous  Six  Nations 

Seven  Nations  of  Lower  Canada. 

W.  Johnson. 
J.  G.  S. 

Endoreed:     4.  . 

Iq  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe'8  of  4th  Novr.  1792. 

[  Q  279-1,  p  62  ] 


LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE    TO   COL.    A.    MC  KEE. 

Navy  Hall  Augt.  30th  1792. 

tSiR, 

The  very  high  opinion  that  His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester  and 
General  Clarke  t-ntertained  of  your  zeal  and  Discretion,  embolden 
me  to  propose  to  you  the  hazarding  of  a  measure  that  seems  most 
likely  to  effect  that  Indian  Boundary,  or  somewhat  like  it,  which 
we  stretched  out  when  I   had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Montreftl, 
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It  is  to  endeavour  to  impress  the  Indians  now  meeting  from  the 
"''farthest  parts  of  Canada  of  themselves  to  solicit  the  King's  good 
"offices.  It  is  to  be  extremely  desired  that  this  solicitation  should 
"be  the  result,  of  their  own  spontaneous  Reflections;  In  all  cases 
"it  will  be  adviseable,  after  the  repeated  assurances  of  our  neutrality 
"which  we  have  given  to  Congress,  that  there  should  appear  on 
"our  part  nothing  like  Collusion  or  any  active  Interference  to 
"inspire  them,  with  9uch  a  sentiment;  a  suspicion  of  that  tendancy 
"would  infallibly  tend  to  defeat  the  accomplishment  of  our  object; 
"It  will  also  be  essential  that  all  the  Indian  tribes  bordering  on 
"the  British  Possessions,  should  concur  in  the  solicitation  not  only 
"as  so  numerous  a  confederacy,  would  present  to  the  Americans  the 
"appearance  of  an  enoreased  accumulation  of  Hostile  force;  but  also, 
"as  a  consolidation  of  the  Indian  Territorial  Claims,  and  Rights,  is 
"requisite  to  the  formation  of  so  extensive  a  Barrier,  as  we  have  in 
"contemplation;  you  no  doubt  will  be  persuaded,  as  well  as  myself, 
^'that  it  is  neither  the  Interest,  nor  the  Inclination  of  His  Majesty's 
"Government  to  commence  offensive  Hostilities  against  the  United 
"States;  it  will  therefore  be  highly  proper  to  guard  the  Indians  against 
"any  expectations  of  that  sort;  In  the  event  of  the  Congress  refusing 
^'to  admit  our  mediation  upon  this  ground.  My  only  reason  for  sup- 
" posing  the  Solicitations  of  the  Indians  to  be  a  mode  of  opening  the 
"negociation  more  practicable  than  our  voluntary  offer,  arises  from 
"the  apprehension  that  the  latter  would  appear  to  be  an  Interposi- 
"tion;  not  invited  by  either  party,  whereas  the  former  would  be 
"only  a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  nations  in  alliance  with  us, 
"and  in  whose  existence  and  preservation,  we  have  a  clear,  decided, 
"and   permanent   Interest." 

There  are  many  modes  by  which  I  conceive  this  purpose  may 
be  effected  and  which  I  submit  in  perfect  confidence  to  your  Judg- 
ment and  Discretion: — But  one  strikes  me  as  peculiarly  forcible, 
which  is,  that  the  change  from  the  British  Government,  to  that  of 
the  United  States,  has  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Indians  to 
procure  any  Documenis,  which  may  substantiate  their  claims  against 
-the  United  States  (excepting  from  the  United  States  themselves 
which  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  as  they  are  a  party  concerned), 
or  from  Great  Britain,  who  has  only  a  general  Interest  to  prevent 
the  further  prosecution  of  so* destructive  war.  It  is  therefore  with 
peculiar  propriety  that  the  Indians  can  apply  to  the  British  Court  to 
assist  them  with  the  Copies  of  their  former  Treaties  with  the  Indians, 
and  Deeds  of  Cession,   to  shew  what    the    Claims    of    the  British  were 
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before  the  grant  of  Independency ;  and  the  very  late  compilation  of 
the  Treaties  under  the  authority  of  Congress  (which  I  transmit  for 
your  perusal)  exemplifying  all  the  Treaties  subsequent  to  that  Event; 
The  Collection  of  both  would  clearly  point  out  what  were  the  authen- 
ticated claims  of  the  Whites  against  the  Indians.  For  the  explana- 
tion of  my  opinions  I  transmit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  Letter 
of  the  late  Sir  Wm.  Johnson's  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  1763, 
previous  to  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  in  •1768;  which  seems  to 
have  been  founded  on  his  exposition.  You  will  see  by  this  Extract 
the  defined  claim  of  the  Canada  Indians  and  of  those  of  the  Six 
Nations;  I  do  not  understand  that  the  Canada  Indians  have  sold  any 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  nor  have  the  Six  Nations  to  the 
Northward  as  will  appear  by  the  Comparison  of  this  Extract  with 
the  Treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1784;  yet  it  is  said  that  the 
Land  Jobbers  have  bought  this  Land  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
tho'  from  what  I  can  learn  from  Colonel  Butler,  the  India)is  do  not 
acknowledge  they  have  sold  it;  The  truth  is  the  Savages  seem  very 
ignorant  of  the  extent  of  their  own  claims,  and  there  can  be  no  other 
means  for  them  to  be  ascertained,  But  by  those  which  I  have  already 
mentioned. 

I  transmit  to  you  also,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Knox  to  Joseph  Brant; 
The  first  paragraph  speaks  of  that  Mohawk  Chief  as  having  a  Right 
of  Soil  in  the  Western  Territory,  and  this  is  the  exact  language 
in  all  Sir  William  Johnson's  Treaties,  and  these  data,  the  Right 
of  the  Canada  Indians,  as  possessors  of  the  Land  to  the  Northward 
of  Oswegatchie  &c,  that  of  the  Six  Nations  to  all  that  they  have 
not  sold,  together  with  their  ancient  claim  of  Right  of  Soil  in 
the  Western  Territory,  give  these  Nations  a  Riijhi  to  otfer  their 
advice  and  to  have  Recourse  to  their  ancient  Father  the  King  of 
Great    Britain    for   his    mediation. 

I  have  desired  Colonel  Butler  to  endeavour  to  impress  the  Indians 
of  the  BuJJaloe  Creek,  who  leave  this  place  soon  for  the  Council 
with  these  opinions;  and  if  I  can  see  Captain  Brant  should  in 
some  degree,  state  them  to  him,  I  believe  His  Behaviour  at  Phila- 
drljihin  has   been    in    all    respects   upright   and    proper. 

[  have  directed  Mr.  Johnson  the  Indian  Interpreter  to  be  sent  by 
Colonel  Butler  to  give  you,  what  assistance  may  be  in  his  power  by 
his  influence  over  the  Butlaloe  Creek  Indians;  I  am  sorry  that  these 
people  and  those  of  the  Grand  River  are  not  on  good  Terms,  it 
is  of  consequence  they  should  become  united  to  make  their  ('ommon 
Claim  as   the   Six   Nations. 
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I  presume  Mr.  Washington's  address  to  the  Buffaloe  Creek  people 
to  be  much  the  same  as  that  sent  to  Brant.  It  is  obvious  that  in 
no  case  just  or  unjust  is  there  a  proposition  made  to  give  up  the 
Lands,  for  which  the  Western  Indians  are  now  contending,  but 
should  the  bargain  on  the  part  of  the  States  be  proved  to  have 
been  fallacious,  then  a  further  quantum  of  compensation  shall  be 
agreed   upon. 

The  place  of  the  Treaty  under  every  appearance  of  Justice  and 
conveniency  the  Indians  may  name;  if  they  ask  our  mediation  it 
may  be  where  it  shall  suit  the  conveniency  of  all  parties;  and 
where  their  Superintendant  General  Sir  John  Johnson  or  the  British 
Embassador,    as   shall   be   appointed   may   easily   meet   them. 

It  is  evident  that  if  the  United  States,  agree  to  the  second 
Article  of  Knox's  letter,  2d  that  the  United  States  require  no 
Indian  Lands,  but  those  which  (have  been  ceded  by  Treaties)  made 
with  the  full  understanding  and  free  consent  of  the  Chiefs — Wa 
shall  be  certain  of  that  very  useful  Boundary  to  the  Northward 
which  we  projected.  I  know  your  task  to  be  a  very  difficult  one, 
but  I  cannot  but  augur  it  will  meet  with  the  fullest  success  and 
that  the  claiming  of  the  Intervention  of  Great  Britain  will  appear 
to  the  Indians  themselves  as  a  natural  Reply  to  the  Message  now 
s^nt  to  Congress,  through  Brant,  and  the  BulBPaloe  Creek  Indians. 
You  are  not  unadvised  that  the  Government  of  the  States  are 
attempting  to  make  peace  through  every  means  but  that  of  Great 
Britain. 

Your  friend  Captain  Bunbury  who  is  in  my  confidence  is  the 
bearer  of  this  Dispatch,  to  whom  I  refer  you  for  further  particulars 
and  am  with  great  esteem  &  Respect 

Your  faithful  Servt 

J.   G.   SiMCOE. 

To  Col.  McKee,  &c. 

Endorsed:   1. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe'e  of  4th  Novr.  1792. 

[  Q  279-1,  p  13  ] 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE   TO    LT.    COL.    RICHARD    ENGLAND. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  McKee  to  Lt  Colonel  England. 

MiAMis  Rapids  Sepr.  4th  1792. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  had    the    honor    to    receive    your   letter   of   the   30th   of 
August.     Since   I  last   wrote     to    you    nothing    material    has    occurred 
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•worth  communicating,  nor  do  I  expect  any  Information  worthy  His 
Excellency's,  or  yqur  notice,  until  the  arrival  of  some  of  the  Indian 
Messengers,  who  are  sent  out  to  be  particularly  informed  of  the  situa- 
tion and  strength  of  the  American  Force,  which  they  say  is  collecting 
on  this  side  of  the  Ohio,  when  any  of  these  arrive,  I  shall  not 
fail   to   send    you    the  most   speedy    Intelligence. 

The  sickness  now  prevailing  among  the  Indians,  particularly  those 
from  Canada,  has  occasioned  considerable  delay  in  their  affairs,  as 
they  have  not  even  been  able  to  receive  the  Messages  sent  to  them 
from  the  Glaize,  where  they  were  expected  before  this  time,  the 
Indians  above,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  leave  their  villages  till  they 
are   further   informed    of   the   distance,    and   designs   of   this   force. 

Five   o'clock    in    the    Evening.      This    moment,    three    Runners     are 

come   in   from    the    Glaize   with    information    that   a   large   convoy   of 

Provisions    had    arrived   at    Fort    Jefferson    four   days   ago,    with    such 

a   number   of    Troops   as   gives   them    reason    to    believe    that    more   is 

intended,    than    the    Reinforcement   of   that    Post,    in    consequence    of 

which    they   have    brought    Messages   to    the    Nations    here,    to   move 

immediately    to    the    Glaize — They    also    inform    me   that    Parties   are 

sent   out   to   watch    the   further   movements   of   this   force,    and   that    I 

may    daily    expect    more    accounts,    which   as    they    arrive    shall     be 

regularly    communicated   to   you. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be 

with    great   respect  Sir 

Your   most   obedient   and 

very   humble   Servant 

A.  McKee. 

Indorsed:    No.  1. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  47.  of  15  Octr.  179i.    ' 
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COL.    A.    MC  KEE    TO    LT.    COL.    RICHARD    ENOL.^.ND. 

Copy    of  a  Letter   from    Colonel   McKee   to    Lt.   Colonel    England. 

Foot  of  the  Rapids,  Miamis  September  6th  1792. 
Sir, 

The  Boat  having  been  detained  by  contrary  winds,  affords  me 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you,  that  two  Runners  have 
this  instant  come  in  from  the  Glaize,  who  are  sent  to  inform  the 
Indians  here,  and  on  the  Lake,  that  a  large  body  of  Americans 
mounted,    and    without     Baggage,    were   seen   three    days   ago,    on    the 
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ground,    where   the   last   engagement    happened,    with   an    appearance, 

as   if   they    meant   to    advance    to    their   Villages.      In    which   case,    I 

shall   in   all    likelihood    be    able   in    a   few   days,    to    inform    you,    of 

some    interesting    particulars    and    have   the   honor   to   be   with   great 

respect 

Sir  Your  most  obedient  and 

very    humble   Servant 

A.  McKee. 

Indorsed:    No.  2. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  47,  of  15th  Octr.  1792. 

[  Q  61-1,  p  197  ] 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE   TO   JOSEPH   CHEW. 

Extract   of   a  Letter   from    Colonel    McKee    to  Joseph    Chew,    Secre- 
tary Indian  Department,   dated 

Foot  of  the  Rapids,  Miamis  Septemr.  11th  1792. 

"At  present  nothing  has  been  determined  on  by  the  different 
Nations,  their  Council  having  been  put  off  by  the  sickness  of  some  of 
your  Indians  from  Caughnawaga,  and  will  now  be  further  put  off,  for 
the  arrival  of  the  Cornplanter,  and  his  Senecas,  and  the  five  Nations 
from  the  Grand  River,  both  of  which  nations  are  on  their  way 
from  this  place,  and  hourly  expected,  indeed  the  Senecas  are  in 
the  River,  and  will  probably  be  here  to  night,  Messengers  from 
the  Glaize  (where  the  Council  will  this  year  be  held)  report  their 
having  seen  a  large  party  of  the  American  Cavalry  on  the  Ground 
where  the  last  engagement  happened,  should  this  be  true  and  the 
United  States  at  a  time,  when  they  are  endeavouring  to  accomplish 
a  peace,  should  be  acting  hostily  against  the  Indians,  the  Council 
will  of  course  break  up,    and  the  horrors  of  war  will  recommence." 

"Messengers  are  also  sent  to  the  Indians  here,  from  the  Mississippi 
and  the  westward  of  it,  that  they  are  coming  with  their  whole 
force  to  join  the  people  of  their  own  color,  should  this  happen, 
and  which  I  do  not  doubt,  there  will  be  a  more  powerful  combina- 
tion of  strength  than  the  U.  S.  are  aware  of,  and  they  will  prob- 
ably see  too  late  ( if  they  have  not  already )  that  the  injustice  of 
their  demands,  will  add  to  the  misfortunes,  that  have  already  hap- 
pen'd,    and   deluge   their   Country    with    Blood" 

Indorsed :    No.  3. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  47,  of  15  Octr.  1792. 

[  Q  61-1,  p  198  ] 
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COL.    A.    MC  KEE   TO   JOSEPH    BRANT. 

Foot  of  the  Rapids,  Miamies  Septr.  11th  1792. 
Dear  Sir, 

As  I  wrote  to  you  very  fully  on  the  5th  of  this  month,  I  have 
little  to  add  on  the  General  Subject  of  AfPairs  here,  except,  that 
your  presence  at  the  General  Council,  soon  to  be  held  at  the  Glaize, 
becomes  more  and  more  necessary,  as  well  from  your  superior 
knowledge  of  Indian  Atfairs  as  of  the  true  Interests  &  prejudices 
of   the   contending    Parties. 

You  may  believe  me,  that  it  was  with  great  concern,  I  heard  of 
your  Indisposition,  but  I  hope  by  this  time  you  are  so  far  recov- 
ered, as  to  be  able  to  attend  here  to  a  Business  of  much  magnitude 
as  will  call  forth  all  the  Abilities  of  the  General  Confederacy.  Your 
having  heretofore  been  present  at  all  the  Engagements  entered  into  by 
the  Western  Indians  and  their  Confederates  at  this  place,  will  nat- 
urally point  to  yourself  the  jDropriety  S:  necessity  of  your  being  now 
here,  and  I  trust  and  hope,  that  should  your  health  permit  you  will 
have  sufficient  time  for  that  purpose,  as  this  Letter  will  be  con- 
veyed  to   you    with    as   much    expedition   as   possible. 

As   you    have   asked   for   my    opinion,    I    have   given    it   you     freely 
and   candidly,    for   the   good   of   the   whole. 
And    am    with    great    Regard 

&o   &c 


Oaptain  Joseph  Brant. 

doreed:    No.  4. 

Id  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  1 
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A.  McKee. 


Indorsed :    No.  4. 

Id  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  47,  of  15  Octr:  1792. 


LT.  GOV.  .1.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Niagara  Sepr.  27th  1792. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
Letter   of   the    11th    of   July  with    the    Inclosures   therein    enumerated. 

The  Letter  which  I  wrote  to  His  Excellency  General  Clarke,  and 
which  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  for  your  perusal,  will 
fully  evince  my  opinion  that  nothing  can  have  been  more  judicious 
than     your    not    as    yet     having   offered    that    mediation    in    behalf   of 
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the  Indians  which  is  entrusted  to  your  discretion,  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances  of   the    United    States   being   held   in  due  consideration. 

As  you  do  me  the  honor  of  desiring  my  opinion,  on  two  Events, 
either  of  which  may  happen,  another  defeat  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Indians,  or  the  request  of  these  people  for 
our  Intervention  and  mediation,  I  hesitate  not  to  give  my  most 
explicit   sentiments   on    these    important   subjects. 

I  trust  and  have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  that  another  such  unex- 
pected and  signal  success  as  attended  the  Indians  against  Mr.  St 
Clair  would  produce  all  the  effects  Your  Excellency  seems  to  augur, 
and  that  it  is  possible  the  generosity  of  the  cession  of  the  Posts 
now  held  by  His  Majesty's  Arms  might  in  that  case  produce  an 
effect  on  the  minds  of  the  People  of  the  States,  that  might  lead 
to  a  proper  Boundary  being  fixed,  and  on  the  principles  which 
His   Majesty's   Ministers   in    their   wisdom    seem    to   have   adopted. 

In  regard  to  the  second  object,  The  solicitation  of  the  good  offices 
of  His  Majesty  as  originated  from  the  Indians  themselves;  On  His 
Excellency  General  Clarke's  communicating  to  me  your  wishes  on 
that  subject,  I  lost  no  time  in  carrying  them  into  execution,  as 
the  enclosed  copy  of  my  Letter  to  Col.  McKee  will  fully  elucidate 
to   Your    Excellency. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  making  my  observations  on  your  Dispatch 
to  Lord  Grenville,  marked  No  3  and  which,  in  a  latter  paragraph 
of  the  letter  Your  Excellency  has  honored  me  with,  you  say  are 
the  extent  of  the  Concessions  which  this  Country  is  inclinable  to 
make  in  order  to  adjust  its  differences  with  Great  Britain  and  I  am 
sure  I  shall  not  stand  in  need  of  an  apology  to  you  for  my  comments, 
as  they  are  dictated  by  an  anxiety  to  serve  His  Majesty  and  my 
Country.  These  seem  to  consist  of  the  following  particulars:  "1st, 
"the  Government  of  the  States  would  enter  into  precise  stipulations, 
"by  which  the  number  of  Troops  to  be  stationed  in  the  Forts  (if  they 
were  suffered  to  exist)  might  be  limited."  Such  an  adjustment  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  would  be  highly  impolitic,  both  in  consid- 
eration of  the  weakness  of  our  infant  colony  of  Upper  Canada,  the 
distance  she  is  at  from  all  succour  in  case  of  attack,  and  the  facil- 
ity, with  which  the  United  States  could  assemble  a  numerous  militia 
for  the  purpose  of  Rapine  or  Plunder.  It  is  apparent  to  me,  that 
the  Expence  of  a  military  Establishment  for  any  continuance  of 
time,  is  what  the  Government  of  the  United  States  must  be  very 
apprehensive  of;  as  it  is  incapable  of  raising  any  Taxes,  except  by 
the  indirect  and   precarious  mode   of   Imports.     But   if,   as  I   conceive 
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there  be  very  serious  objections  to  Great  Britain  binding  herself 
down  to  the  maintenance  of  no  more  than  a  limited  Military  Force, 
they  operate  with  tenfold  Efifect,  where  limitation  of  the  Naval 
Force  on  the  Lakes  shall  be  taken  into  consideration,  the  British 
Naval  Force  upon  the  Lakes  is  absolutely  necessary  to  transport 
Stores  and  provisions  to  the  different  Garrisons  and  Settlements  which 
we  possess  on  their  borders,  and  with  which  we  have  not  any  other 
possible  communication;  whensoever  the  Forts  shall  be  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  they  will  be  supplied  from  the  Inland  Country  and 
whatever  Naval  Force  they  shall  possess  upon  the  Lakes  will  be 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  Defence  or  Hostility.  The  most  extensive 
views  are  now  open  to  Great  Britain  by  the  Colonization  of  Upper 
Canada;  but  they  in  a  great  measure  commercially  and  politically 
depend  upon  the  creation  of  a  Naval  Force,  which  its  natural  situa- 
tion, its  habitual  mode  of  intercourse,  its  prior  occupancy  point  out 
as  a  Ballance  of  power,  in  the  interior  parts  of  America,  which 
will  amply  recompence  Great  Britain  for  the  most  vigorous  exer- 
tions  she  can  make  in  the   foundation    and  support  of   that    Province. 

In  the  wise  and  luminous  Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  of  the 
7th  of  March  1768  they  observe  that  "Colonization  upon  the  Con- 
"tinent  of  America  had  for  its  object  to  extend  the  Commerce,  Navi- 
"gation,  and  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain;  and  for  these  Salutary 
"purposes  it  has  been  the  policy  of  this  Kingdom  to  confide  her 
"settlements  as  much  as  possible  to  the  Sea  Coasts  &c,  &o,  &c. " 
Following  this  chain  of  reasoning,  they  justly  discountenance  and 
condemn  the  many  propositions  that  were  before  them  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Internal  parts  of  America  (now  called  the  Western 
Territory)  But  Sir,  it  must  be  obvious  to  you  that,  sooner  or  later, 
this  great  tract  of  Country  will  be  settled,  and  that  power  which 
shall  command  the  Lakes,  will  as  inevitably  possess  its  commerce. 
It  is  therefore  this  principle  of  more  remote  advantage,  as  well  as 
that  of  present  safety,  that  I  should  rather  advise  the  augmenting 
our  Naval  Force  (in  case  the  Forts  should  be  ceded)  than  binding 
ourselves   by    any    stipulation    tc   accede   to    its  Jimitations. 

In  regard  to  the  stipulations  still  more  favorable  to  the  Interests 
of  the  Crown  (viz),  that  of  razing  all  the  present  Fortifications  of 
the  Posts,  and  erecting  Log  Forts  at  a  distance  nearer  to  the 
Indians  (fee,  and  to  allow  the  British  Subjects  engaged  in  the  Fur 
Trade  to  form  Factories,  and  depots  on  the  several  points  of  com- 
munication between  the  Lakes,  all  of  which  are  according  to  the 
Treaty    within    the    American    Line;    I    can    only    observe   on    the   two 
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great  communications  of  Niagara  and  the  Detroit,  that  of  Niagara 
is  now  totally  carried  on  upon  the  British  side  of  the  Line,  and 
with  great  and  obvious  advantages;  that  of  Detroit  in  process  of 
time  by  Captain  Mann's  very  able  report  will  also  be  more  favor- 
ably managed  by  means  of  our  Coasts,  and  in  both  of  those  passes 
considered  in  the  light  of  Military  protection  of  giving  facility  to 
commerce,  or  shelter  to  shipping,  the  British  Shore  has  the  most 
decisive   Superiority. 

I  apprehend  the  Treaty  of  peace  declared  all  these  communica- 
tions,   Highways,    and   open   to   both    parties. 

But,  Sir,  if  the  Government  of  the  States  should  afford  a  free 
and  effectual  communication  to  the  Mississippi  by  means  of  some 
of  the  Rivers  falling  into  Lake  Superior,  I  cannot  but  conceive 
this  to  be  an  object  of  the  most  serious  consideration;  But  to  the 
free  and  effectual,  I  conceive  the  States  must  renounce  their  Right 
of  preemption  from  the  Indians,  the  Ouisconsing  is  the  River  best 
adapted  for  this  purpose,  and  on  our  part  I  should  not  think  it 
impolitic  solely  to  confine  ourselves  to  our  factories  or  (if  neces- 
sary) to  our  Military  Posts;  and  to  stipulate  that  the  Territory 
itself   never  shall   be   purchased   from    the   Indians     or   settled. 

By  insisting,  that  the  stipulations  of  Utrecht  relative  to  the 
Indians  govern  what  has  not  been  otherwise  explained  in  all  subse- 
quent Treatys  my  meaning  has  ever  been  to  avail  ourselves  of  them, 
as  an  irrefragable  argument,  for  the  necessity  of  more  precise  stipu- 
lations, and  by  surrendering  a  litigious  Right  of  indefinite  Extent, 
to    obtain   a   more   limited    and    ascertained   advantage. 

It  is  obvious  Great  Britain  must,  from  the  encrease  of  the  West- 
ern Settlements  lose  the  Peltry  Trade  of  Detroit,  the  sacrifice  of 
it  therefore  for  a  permanent  peace,  is  barely  more  than  anticipa- 
tion. The  valuable  Fur  Trade  to  the  North  West:  The  States  can- 
not expect  to  obtain :  and  when  they  have  got  over  all  the  obstacles 
of  immense  capital  and  long  possession,  Great  Britain  would  prob- 
ably find  an  access  of  such  facility  thro'  Hudson's  Bay,  as  forever 
would  annihilate  the  possibility  of  any  competition  by  means  of  the 
Canadian  Lakes  and  Rivers. 

I  beg  you  to  advert  to  the  Boundary  between  the  Canadian 
Indians,  and  Six  Nations,  as  copied  from  the  paper  I  sent  to 
Colonel  McKee. 

The  Savages  choose  great  and  obvious  land  marks  for  their 
Boundaries;     I    apprehend    this    to    be    one    of    that    nature,    and    it 

includes  Captain  Mann's  Boundary. 

61 
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If  the  States  mean  fairly  by  us,  They  must  give  up  the  Islands  in 
the  St  Lawrence,    They  are  essential  io  our  safety. 

I  am  muoh  obliged  by  your  oommunication  relative  to  Brant  it  was 
very  satisfactory. 

In  regard  to  your  Question,  what  would  result  to  the  Government 
of  Canada  from  suffering  the  Indians  to  conclude  a  pacification  with 
the  United  States  independant  of  our  Intervention?  I  can  only  say, 
that  the  most  serious  effects  might  be  dreaded,  the  moment  the 
United  States  should  possess  the  Posts,  there  would  be  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Indians  from  attacking  our  settlements;  and  how  far  the 
subjects  of  the  States  would  conceive  themselves  warranted  to  turn 
the  views  of  the  Indians,  and  that  alienation  of  opinion  which  they 
must  have  undergone,  against  the  British  Nation,  Your  Excellency  is 
as  capable  of  judging  as  I  can  possibly  be.  It  is  what  I  most 
seriously  apprehend  at  present  it  is  to  be  feared  lest  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  should  beat  the  Indians,  and  follow  the  fugitives 
into  Detroit,  this  Brant  has  told  me  was  his  advice  to  the  Shawe- 
noes;  and  this  Chieftain  seems  so  fully  impressed  of  the  impolicy 
of  Great  Britain's  permitting  the  Indians  to  be  destroyed,  that 
nothing  can  persuade  him,  but  that  ultimately  it  is  meant  to  sup- 
port them.  Brant  has  told  me  that  the  Senecas  have  threatened 
him  and  his  people,  if  the  Western  Indians  are  crushed,  it  is  very 
probable  this  quarrel  would  be  fomented  by  the  subjects  of  the 
States. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be   &c 

J.    G.    SiMCOE. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Hammond,  &c. 

Endorsed:    2. 

Iq  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  of  4  Novr.  1792. 
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Schedule    of   Indian    Papers   &c   inclosed    in    Major    General    Clarke's 

letter   of   the   29th    September   1792. 

No  1.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut  Colonel  England  Command- 
ing at  Detroit  dated  5th  July  1792  covering  sundry  papers  respect- 
ing  Indian  Affairs,  vizt. 

A.  Copy  of  a  Speech  from  Brig.  Genl.  James  Wilkinson  to  the 
Wyandot  and  Ottawa  Nations  etc  dated  Fort  Washington  20th  May 
1792. 
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.  B.     Copy   of   a  Speech    by    the   Shawanese   and    Delawares  to   Capt, 
Elliot   dated    Grand   Glaize    11th    June   1792. 

C.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  H.  Knox  Secy,  of  War  to  Captain 
Truemau   dated    War   Department   April  3rd  1792. 

D.  Copy  of  a  Speech  from  H.  Knox  Secy  for  the  Dept  of  War 
and  director  of  Indian  Affairs  to  all  the  Sachems  &  Warriors  inhab- 
iting the  Miami  River  of  Lake  Erie  &c.  &c.  dated  at  Philadelphia 
4th   April  1792. 

E.  Copy  of  Instructions  from  Brigadier  General  Wilkinson  to 
Colonel   Harden  dated  Fort  Washington  May  20th  1792. 

No  2.  Extract  of  a  Letter  received  from  the  Glaize  dated  3rd 
June   1792. 

No   3.     Copy    of   William   Mays   Declaration. 

No  4.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  A.  MoKee  Deputy  Agent  to  His 
Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  dated  Foot  of  the  Kapids,  Miamis,  August 
-the   24th    1792. 

No   5.     Extract   of   a   Letter   from    Captain    Doyle,    Commanding   at 

Michilimackinao   to   Sir   John  Johnson  dated  23rd  July  1792   and 

Captain  Joseph  Brant  to  Mr.  Chew,  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs  dated 
Niagara  the  1st  August  1792. 

Indorsed:    Schedole. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  46,  of  29  Sept.  1792. 
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Proceedings  of  a  General  Council  of  the  several  Indian  Nations 
{mentioned  underneath)  held  at  the  Glaize  on  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1792  and  continued  until  the  9th  day  of  October  inclusive  vizt.: 

Delawares  Potowatamies 

Shawenoes  Cherokees 

Miamis  Creeks 

Chippawas  Six  Nations 

Ottawas  Seven  Nations  of  Canada 

Wyandots  Mingoes  of  the  Glaze 

Munseys  Sawkies 

■Connoys  Reynards  &  a  few 

Nantikokes  Ouiatenons  and 

Mohikens  Large  Bands  of  Warriors, 
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The  Shawenoes  and  Miamis  by  two  of  their  people,  presented  the 
end  of  a  Calumet,  to  each  person  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  which  they 
smoked;  afterwards  to  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada,  then  to  the 
Wyandots,  and  so  on  thorough  all  the  Chiefs  of  the  Confederacy,  when 
that  ceremony  was  over 

Messquakinoe  a   Shawenoe  Chief  rose  and  said 
Brothers,  Uncles  and  Nephews, 

This  is  the  day  which  the  Great  Spirit  has  appointed  for  us  all  to 
meet  together  to  consult  on  our  General  Interests  and  the  good  of 
all  nations  of  our  color.  And  since  we  have  all  smoked  the  Pipe  of 
Friendship,  listen  attentively,  to  what  I  shall  have  to  say  to  you  bye 
and  bye. 

A  Chief  of  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada  then  rose, 
Brother, 

We  have  come  a  long  journey  to  see  you  and  talk  to  you,  we  have 
lost  several  of  our  people  since  we  began  our  journey,  some  of  them  died 
on  the  Road,  and  our  principal  Chief  died  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids; 
He  then  repeated  the  Condolence  of  the  Ottawas  on  that  occasion,  and 
delivered  to  the  Shawenoes  Messquakenoe  a  String  of  White  Wampum 
with  a  pipe  and  strings  of  black  &  white  Wampum,  tied  to  it. 
Brothers, 

This  is  the  Pipe  we   sent    to  the   distant  Nations,  the  Potowatomies, 
Sawkies,  Reynards  and  the   other  Nations  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
inhabiting  the  Lakes,  and    these  are  the  Speeches  they  sent   in  answer 
to  our  Message  to  them,  which  I  will  soon  tell  you. 
Elder  Brothers  of  the  6  Nations  &  7  Nations  of  Canada 

I  am  one  of  those,  appointed  by  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Dela- 
wares,  Shawenoes,  Miamis,  Chippawas,  Ottawas,  Hurons,  Munseys, 
Connoys,  Nantikokes,  Potowatomies,  Cherokees,  Creeks,  Sawkies,  Rey- 
nards, and  all  the  Western  Confederacy,  to  speak  to  you  in  their 
name:  To  clear  Your  Eyes  that  you  may  see  clearly  after  your  long 
Journey,  to  open  Your  Hearts  to  the  impressions  of  Justice  and  Truth, 
and  Your  Ears,  to  listen  attentively  to  all  we  shall  say  to  you,  and  to 
desire  and  warn  you  not  to  listen  to  bad  Birds,  who  will  corrupt  your 
Hearts,  blind  your  Eyes  and  shut  your  Ears  against  your  true 
Interests. 
Brothers, 

You  have  come  a  long  way  to  see  us  and  speak  to  us:  I  must 
now  tell  you  to  be  strong  A:  speak  your  minds  freely  whatever  you 
have  to  say  at  this  Council  Fire  which  was  kindled  by  our  Forefathers 
who  are  now  all    dead.     Take   then    tliis    piece  of   Tobacco,  and    whilst 
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you  are  smoking    it,  consider  what    you  have   to  say,  and  tell    us  what 
you  have  on  Your  minds  and  Hearts  to  communicate   to  us. 

After  waiting  some  time  and  no  one  getting  up  to  speak,  Messquak- 
enoe  desired  the  early  attendance  of  the  Council  in  the  morning,  and 
the  whole  broke   up. 

Oct  2d.     Messquakenoe  rose  &  said 
Brotheks, 

The  badness  of    the  weather  prevented  our  assembling   yesterday:     I 
will   now    tell   you   all   I  have  to   say:    then   taking  up    a  handfull   of 
strings,  and  Belt  of  Wampum,  proceeded  thus: 
Elder  Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations 

When  we  last  met  four  years  ago,  it  was  your  advice  to  us,  to  be  all 
united  and  strong  as  if  one  nation:  We  are  so:  We  have  followed 
your  advice — This  is  the  Speech  (holding  up  a  string  of  Wampum) 
you  sent  to  the  Wyandots,  and  it  has  been  sent  to  us  by  all  nations, 
to  the  South  and  to  the  West.  You  see  there  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees  sitting  by  us,  who  have  come  here  in  consequence  of  our 
Speeches,  to  assure  us  that  their  nation  will  unite  with  us, — All  these 
Speeches  in  my  hand,  are  from  the  different  Nations  assuring  us  of 
their  friendship  and  support. 

Here  ia  a  Petayo  sitting  here,  whom  we  sent  to  you  some  years  ago, 
to  Niagara  to  acquaint  you  with  all  our  affairs  in  this  Country;  and 
the  Speeches  you  returned  by  him  were  to  be  strong  and  united  and 
"to  defend  our  Country.  We  took  that  advice,  and  we  are  resolved  to 
defend  it. 

Our  Messengers  are  now  ready  to  go  to  the  Southern  and  Western 
Nations,  to  acquaint  them  that  the  principal  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations 
have  at  length  come  to  our  General  Council  Fire,  to  confirm  here,  the 
advice  they  gave  us  to  be  strong  and  united. 

(Taking  up  a  Pipe) 

Brothers, 

This  pipe  was  brought  to  us  by  Wawpessenhwa,  whom  we  sent  with 
speeches  to  the  distant  Western  Nations,  they  desired  it  might  be  left 
at  this  Council  Fire  for  all  nations  to  come  and  take  hold  of  it,  and 
desired  us  to  be  strong  and  hold  fast  our  country.  They  also  desired 
us  to  acquaint  our  Elder  Brethren  the  Six  Nations  of  it — We  now  do 
so — Ye  were  slow  in  coming,  or  it  would  have  been,  sent  back  long 
ago. 

(Laying  down  the  pipe  and  taking  up  6  strings  of  White  &  6  strings 
of  Black  Wampum) 
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Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations, 

You  know  when  we  last  met  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  4  years  ago 
it  was  unanimously  agreed  on  by  all  Nations,  to  be  strong,  and  to 
defend  our  Country;  But  we  have  never  seen  you  since  that  time. 
We  suppose  you  have  been  constantly  trying  to  do  us  some  good,  and 
that  was  the  reason  of  your  not  coming  sooner  to  join  us.  We  shall 
now  send  these  speeches  to  all  the  distant  nations  to  acquaint  them 
with  this  Council  and  of  your  being  present. 

Buckaugehaliss  a  Chief  of  the  Delawares 
Uncles  6  Nations, 

Don't  think,  because  the  Shawenoes  only  have  spoke  to  you,  that 
it  is  their  sentiments  alone,  they  have  spoke  the  sentiments  of  all  the 
Nations. 

I  remember  when  we  last  met  4  years  ago,  you  told  us,  and  all 
nations  agreed  to  it,  that  if  any  one  of  us  were  struck,  we  should  con- 
sider it  as  a  blow  given  to  all,  and  that  the  whole  should  •  join  in 
revenging  it.  Think  well  of  this  Uncles  of  the  0  Nations.  All  of  us 
are  animated  by  one  mind,  one  Heart  and  one  Head,  and  we  are 
resolved  to  stick  close  by  each  another  and  defend  ourselves  to  the 
last. 

Messquakenoe  a  Shawenoe  Chief. 
Brothers  of  the  6  Nations, 

This  is  all  we  have  at  present  to  say  to  you;  you  see  sitting  by  u& 
here,  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  who  are  immediately  to  sett  off  with 
these  Speeches,  to   their  own  Nations. 

Cow  Killer  a  Seneca  Chief,  Black  &  White  Strings  of  Wampum 
Brothers, 

We  return  you  thanks  for  the  kindness  with  which  we  have  been 
treated,  since  we  came  among  you,  and  for  what  you  have  told  us. 
Our  meetings  are  too  late  in  the  day  to  get  through  much  business. 
Let  us  all  encamp  on  this  ground  and  rise  at  Day  light,  and  in  the 
morning  we  will  tell  you  every   thing  we  have  to  say. 

The  Council  then  broke  up. 

Oct  3d.  The  weather  was  very  dark  &  threatened  rain  which  pre- 
vented this  meeting  this  day. 

Oct  4th.     Messciuakenoe, — 
Elder  Brothkhh  of  the  Six  Nations, 

We  are  now  ready  to  hear  what  you  have  to  say  to  us. 
Cow  Killer  a  Seneca  Chief,  With  a  string  of  White  Wampum. 

We  thank  you  all  Shawenoee,  Delawares  <fec.  &c.  (repeating  all  the 
different   Nation-)    for  wiping   away  our    Tears  and  getting    our  Hearts 
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right,  for  the  loss  of  our  Friends,  our  Women  &  Children  since  we 
last  met,  and  I  beg  you  will  now  listen  to  what  your  elder  Brethren 
the  6  Nations  are  now  going  to  say  to  you. 

Taking  a  black  &  white  string. 
Bkothers, 

We  have  now  come  to  Council  with  you,  as  you  sent  for  us,  and  I 
beg  you  will  listen  attentively,  as  you  desired  us  to  tell  you  what  we 
had  in  our  minds.  We  are  now  following  the  steps  of  our  Forefathers, 
and  renewing  our  ancient  Friendship, 

Listen  therefore  to  what  we  have  now  to  say  to  you. 

Then  taking  the  Bundle  of   Speeches  and    Belts,  that  were  given  to 
them  the  last  Council  day,  thus  proceeded. 
Brothers, 

We  are  very  glad  you  have  strengthened  the  Chain  of  Friendship 
with  all  the  distant  Nations  from  whom  you  received  these  Belts  & 
Speeches.  It  was  always  our  advice  to  you  to  do  so,  and  we  are  glad 
you  have  followed  it,  and  we  return  you  our  thanks  for  the  pains  you 
have  taken  to  accomplish  it. 
Brothers, 

You  told  us  also  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Nations  being  now 
present,  we  return  you  thanks  for  that  also,  as  it  will  brighten  the 
chain  of  friendship  with  all  Nations. 

A  Pipe. 
Brothers, 

We  thank  you  for  shewing  us  this  Pipe  of  Peace  &  Friendship, 
which  was  sent,  to  be  left  here  for  all  nations  of  our  Colour,  to 
take  hold  of.  We  now  join  our  hands  to  it,  and  leave  it  to  be 
lodged    with    you,    for   the   purpose   you   have   mentioned. 

Black   and   White   Strings, 
Brothers, 

I  now  speak  to  the  Counsellors  &  Warriors  and  I  desire  you 
will  take  notice  what  I  shall  say  to  you.  The  white  people  are 
looking  at  us,  &  know  what  we  are  about, — They  are  always  the 
Instigators  of  our  Quarrels;  let  us  now  unite  and  consider  what 
will  be  the  best  for  us,  our  women  and  children,  to  lengthen  our 
days   and   be   in   peace. 

Several   Strings   of   White   Wampum, 
Brothers, 

I  address  myself  to  all  the  Nations.  You  know  that  4  years  ago 
we  met  in  Council  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  you  will  remember 
all   that   passed    there.      You    invited   us    now    to    come    here,    as   we 
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had    not   seen    you    for   four    years    and   you    suppose   we    were   doing 
something   all    that   time   for   your   good. 

I   now    tell   you    we   have   been     endeavouring   to   do    something   for 
your   good,    the    last    two   years   in    our   Council. 
Brothers, 

When  the  White  People  on  the  Island  were  as  one  man,  They 
asked  us  at  Fort  Stanwis  for  Land ;  we  granted  it.  A  few  years 
afterwards,  they  fell  out  among  themselves.  The  King  our  Father, 
told  us  he  was  going  to  chastise  his  son  and  no  body  else,  and 
it  would  be  over  in  a  short  time — soon  after  we  were  desired  by 
the  People  of  this  Island  to  sit  still  and  not  mind  the  Quarrels 
of  Father  &  Son,  But  shortly  after  that,  Our  Father  the  King, 
desired  us  to  take  part  with  him,  which  we  complied  with.  Our 
Father  was  defeated  by  the  Americans  and  then  made  a  peace  and 
left  us  alone — Our  Father  then  desired  us  to  speak  to  the  Americans 
for  as  good  a  peace  as  we  could  get  for  ourselves.  We  have  been  trying 
to  do  so  in  the  best  manner  we  could;  and  we  now  desire  you  to 
do  the  same  and  to  join  with  us  in  our  best  endeavours  for  that 
purpose.  The  Country  you  live  in  is  a  very  good  one  and  I  like 
it   very    much. 

Brothers, 

You  were  fortunate  that  the  Great  Spirit  above  was  so  kind  as 
to  assist  you  to  throw  the  Americans  twice  on  their  backs  when 
they  came  against  your  Villages,  Women  and  Children.  Now 
Brothers,  we  know  that  the  Americans  have  held  out  their  hands 
to  otfer  you  peace.  Don't  be  too  proud  spirited  and  reject  it,  lest 
the  Great  Spirit  should  be  angry  with  you,  but  let  us  go  on  in 
the   best   manner   we   can    to   make   peace    with    them, 

A   Black   &   White   String. 
Now  Counsellors  and  Warriors, 

You  have  heard  what  I  had  to  say,  I  hope  you  will  attend  to 
it.  Your  warriors  were  lately  in  the  front,  but  I  hope  to  see  the 
Counsellors  there,  &  they  consulting  together  which  is  the  best 
means  of  making  peace  for  the  advantage  of  ourselves,  our  Women 
&  Children. 

A    Black    k    White   Belt. 
Brothers, 

You  have  heard  what  the  6  Nations  have  said  to  you.  You  will 
remember  the  Americans  have  come  when  we  have  been  in  Council 
and    kicked    out   our   Fire. 
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We  now  kindle  it  once  more  that  we  may  settle  what  is  good 
and   proper   for   peace,    for   our   Women    Children    and    Warriors. 

A  Chief  of  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada,  With  a  White  String. 
Brothers, 

You  sent  for  the  7  Nations  to  come  to  this  Council  Fire;  I  now 
clear  your  eyes,  that  you  may  see  clearly  and  your  Hearts,  that 
you  may  understand,  and  attend  with  due  consideration  to  what  I 
am    going   to   say. 

A    large   Black    &    White   Belt. 
Brothers, 

I  desire  that  the  warriors  would  take  notice  and  remember  what 
their  Sachems  shall  fi«x  upon  for  the  good  of  their  women,  their 
Children    and    their   Country. 

A   large   white   Belt. 
Brothers, 

Listen  to  what  I  am  going  to  say  to  your  Counsellors.  When 
you  desired  us  to  come  to  this  Council  Fire,  you  sent  us  word  to 
come  at  our  warriors  backs.  If  any  thing  goes  wrong  it  will  be 
the  fault  of  the  Counsellors  &  not  of  the  Warriors.  The  Sachems 
and  Chiefs  of  the  7  Nations,  desire  that  all  the  nations  of  our 
Colour  in  this  Island  should  be  of  one  mind  and  strong.  Our 
Father  the  King,  has  always  desired  us  to  be  of  one  mind,  to 
have  but  one  Heart  and  to  unite  ourselves  firmly  together  for  our 
general  interests  and  safety.  The  Americans  want  to  take  our 
Country  from  us.  The  7  nations  have  never  once  spoken  to  them 
since   our   Father   made   peace. 

Now  Brothers,  as  the  Americans  are  now  wanting  to  speak  to 
us,  let  us  put  our  Heads  together  and  join  as  one  nation,  and  if 
they  do  not  agree  to  what  we  shall  determine  on:  Let  us  all  strike 
them    at   once.     These   are   the   sentiments   of    the   7   Nations. 

He  then  delivered  separate  Belts  from  each  of  the  7  Nations,  with 
a  short  speech  to  each  expressing  the  nation  to  whom  the  Belt 
belonged. 

He   then   spoke   thus   on    a   very   large   white   Belt. 
Brothers,  Creeks  &  Cherokees, 

It   gives   us  great   pleasure   to  see  you    here   and  of   the   same   mind 

with  the  Shawenoes,   Delawares,    Miamis,    Hurons  &c.   &c.   &c.  &c.  &c. 

and   I    speak   on    this   large   Belt   to   confirm    our   union,    to   take   care 

of  our   Country,  our   women  &  children  and    to   listen    to   our  Father, 

the  King   who  always  gives   us   good   advice. 
62 
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The   Council   then    broke   up   it   being   late. 

5th    of   Goto. 

Messquakenoe.     (Holding   the    Belt   and   Speeches   of    7   Nations   of 
Canada). 
Brothers  of  the  7  Nations, 

We  will  immediatey  send  this  Belt  to  acquaint  all  the  distant 
Nations,  with  what  you  have  said,  and  we  will  acquaint  the  Chiefs 
of  these  nations  that  we  will  follow  the  advice  you  have  given  us, 
which    we   consider   to    be   good    for   all   people   of  our    colour. 

Then    laying  down   the   Belt   &   taking   up   the    Strings   &    Belts   of 
the   6   Nations   he   said. 
Brothers, 

These  are  the  Speeches  &  Belts  of  the  6  Nrftions  which  they  spoke 
on  yesterday. — If  what  they  have  said  is  the  truth  it  is  all  very  well. 
But  listen  to  what  I  shall  say  to  them  (laying  down  the  Strings 
&    Belts). 

Black   &   White   Strings. 
Elder  Brethren  of  the  G  Nations, 

You  spoke  to  us  yesterday,  and  what  you  said,  we  liked  very 
well,  But  you  did  not  speak  to  the  real  purpose  you  come  upon 
to  this  Council  Fire.  You  know  very  well  you  desired  us  to  brighten 
the  chain  of  Friendship  with  all  the  Southern  and  Western  Nations. 
We  have  done  it,  and  thought  it  was  proper  to  acquaint  our  Elder 
Brethren  the  0  nations  therewith,  which  we  did  last  year  together  with 
the   Delaware?,   Wyandots  and  other  Nations  at  your  villages. 

We  consulted  with  you  also  as  our  Elder  Brethren  what  was  best 
to  be  done  for  the  safety  of  our  Country  and  the  good  of  our  women 
and  children.  But  you  told  us  you  could  not  tell  us  any  thing;  that 
our  Chiefs  and  Warriors  were  invited  to  an  American  Treaty.  We 
then  told  you  were  on  our  way  to  Quebec,  to  see  our  Father.  When 
we  had  finished  our  business  with  our  Father  we  returned  and  stayed 
six  days  at  the  six  Nation  Village,  and  you  said  nothing  to  us.  Now 
Brothers,  of  the  6  Nations  what  you  said  to  us  yesterday,  was  nothing 
to  the  purpose  for  which  you  were  sent  to  this  Council  Fire.  The 
Road  which  our  Fore  Fathers  made  to  your  Country,  is  plain  and  wide. 
I  can  see  very  well  what  yon  are  about  from  this  place. 
Brothers  of  the  6  Nations, 

You  are  still  talking  to  the  Americans,  Vour  head  is  still  towards 
them  and  you  are  now  talking  to  them.  When  you  left  your  Villages 
to  come  ^here.  You  had  a  bundle  of  American  Speeches  under  your 
Arm.      I    now  desire  you   Brothers  to  lay  that    Bundle  down    here   and 
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explain    what   you    have   been    talking   with  them  these   last  two  years. 
When  we  hear  all  you  have  to  say,  or  if  it  is  right  and  good  we  will  lay 
all  our    heads    together,    for    the  welfare   of    our  Country,    our  Women 
and  our  Warriors. 
Brothers  of  the  6  Nations, 

All  the  different  nations  here,  now  desire  you  to  speak  from  your 
Heart,  and  not  from  your  mouth,  and  tell  them  what  that  Bundle 
was  which  you  had  under  your  arm  when  you  came  here, — ^We 
know   what   you    are   about,    we   see   you    plainly. 

He  then  threw  down  at  the  Seneca's  feet  the  strings  on  which 
he   had   spoke. 

Cow  Killer,  a  Seneca  Chief  of  the  6  Nations, 
Brothers, 

We  desire  you  will  sit  still,  we  shall  move  to  a  little  distance,  to 
consult  on  what  answer,  to  give  you — You  have  talked  to  us  a  lit- 
tle  too  roughly — ^You   have   thrown   us   on   our  backs. 

The  Farmer's  Brother,  another  Seneca  Chief,  then  put  the  strings 
which  had  been  thrown  down  over  his  head  &  all  the  Senecas  & 
those   who   sat   with    them,    moved   away   and   remained   an   hour. 

Cow   Killer,    with    Strings   of   Black  &   White   Wampum. 
Brothers, 

Listen  to  what  the  6  Nations  are  going  now  to  say  to  all  the 
Nations   of   our   Colour. 

You   very    well   know   when   you    returned    from    Canada    last   year, 
you   passed   by   our   Villages   &   went   by    Tiendenagoe's. 
Brothers, 

You  tell  us  that  we  are  always  running  to  the  Americans  and 
telling   them    everything. 

We  have  been  talking  to  them,  tis  true;  They  sent  for  us  and 
led  us  by  the  hand  to  Philadelphia  where  we  mot  the  13  States  and 
Washington.  He  told  us  he  had  had  several  meetings  with  the 
Indians  on  this  Island  at  Beaver  Creek  and  several  other  places. 
You  all  know  &  the  Wyandots  whom  I  see  sitting  there  know. — 
What  was  said  there — it  cannot  be  strange  to  any  of  you. 
Brothers, 

Washington  asked  us  what  was  the  cause  of  the  uneasiness  of 
the  Western  Nations.  We  told  him  it  was  in  regard  to  their  Lands. 
He  then  told  us  he  would  satisfy  the  owners  of  the  Land,  if  it 
had  been  sold  by  people  who  were  not  the  real  owners  thereof;  But 
he   wishes   for   a   Council   with   all   the   Nations,    for   that   purpose. 
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Brothers, 

He  did  not  say  be  would  give  up  the  Lands,  but  that  he  would 
satisfy  the  Indians  for  them.  That  he  wanted  nothing  so  much  as 
the  friendship  of  all  his  Brothers  the  Indians  throughout  this  Island. 
He  then  desired  us  to  come  to  you  with  his  Speeches,  &  tell  you 
all  he  said,  A:  he  added  that  if  the  Forts  he  had  made  in  the 
Country   gave    uneasiness    he    would    remove   them. 

Brothers, 

He   also   told    us,    that   after  we   had  finished  our  business,  it  might 
be   dangerous   for    us   to   return    through    the    Country ;    But    that   you 
had    many   prisoners   of    his   and  that   you    could    easily    send    some   of 
them    to   tell   him    what   had   been   determined    on. 
Brothers, 

These  are  the  papers  and  speeches,  (taking  up  a  Tin  case)  which 
we  received  "B"  &  we  now  give  them  to  you.  This  is  all  we 
have  to  say,  take  them  to  your  Father  and  he  will  explain  them 
to   you. 

The   Council   then    broke   up   till   next   day. 

Octo.   6th. 

The  confederate  Chiefs  assembled  and  remained  for  4  hours  on 
the  ground,  at  length  the  Seneca's  of  Buffaloe  Creek  sent  to  them 
to  desire  a  private  Council  with  their  Village  Chiefs  at  their  camp. 
Petayo,  Buokaugehaliss,  Messquakenoe  and  several  others  went  & 
they  relate   the   following   as   the   substance   of    what   passed. 

Private  Council, 

Farmer's  Brother,  a  Seneca  Chief. 
Brothers, 

We   have   desired   this  private    meeting   to   explain    more   fully    what 
was   said   yesterday. 
Brothers, 

We  have  already  mentioned  to  you,  that  we  have  been  two  years 
in  Council  with  Washington  and  during  that  time,  we  have  heard 
nothing  fall  from  him,  but  what  breathed  the  strongest  desire  of 
cultivating  peace  A:  friendship,  with  all  nations  of  our  Colour  on 
this  Island,  on  the  ground  of  justice  &  humanity.  For  which  pur- 
pose he  has  desired  us  to  speak  to  you  our  Western  Brethren  to 
know  your  sentiments,  it  behooves  you  therefore  to  consider  well 
what  answer  is  to  be  returned  to  him. 
Brothers, 

You    remember     when    our    Father   and    the    Americans    quarrelecj, 
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the  Americans  desired  us  Red  People  to  sit  still,  as  we  had  no 
business  in  their  dispute.  But  our  Father  put  the  Hatchet  into 
our  Hands,  to  strike  the  Americans  and  we  were  both  unsuccessful 
— from  that  moment  our  Lands  were  torn  to  pieces,  and  the  Amer- 
icans triumphed  as  the  greatest  people  in  this  great  Island. 
Brothers, 

These  are  matters  for  you  to  consider  well  before  you  give  us 
your  sentiments  fully ;  We  have  now  delivered  ours  from  our  Hearts, 
and  whatever  you  may  determine  on,  with  regard  to  a  Boundary 
Line,  as  we  have  now  united  ourselves  with  you,  we  shall  join  you 
heartily   in   representing   to   the   United    States. 

End    of   the   Private  Council. 

Octo  7th.  The  Confederate  Indian  Nations  came  this  day  into 
Council   in  a  procession    as   warriors. 

Messquakinoe.     Black   &   White    Strings. 
Brothers  of  the  6  Nations, 

I  desire  you  will  listen  attentively  to  what  I  am  now  going  to 
say  to  you.  Yesterday  you  asked  for  a  private  Council  as  you  told 
us   we  did   not   understand   some   things   which   you   had    said    to   us. 

We  now  very  well  understand  all  you  have  said  and  return  you 
our  thanks.  You  desired  us  to  consider  well  what  we  should  deter- 
mine on  for  the  good  of  our  women,    our  children  and  our  warriors. 

I  now  tell  you  Brothers  we  have  considered  well  and  now  I  am 
going  to  tell  you,  the  minds  of  all  your  Brethren  in  this  Country. 
Brothers  of  the  6  Nations, 

You  have  told  us  you  have  been  listening  these  last  two  years  to 
the  United  States  and  that  during  that  time,  you  heard  nothing,  but 
what  tended  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  our  Colour.  How  can. 
this  be? 

For  whilst  you  were  considering  for  the  good  of  your  Western 
Brethren,  two  powerful  armies  were  sent  by  the  Americans  to  destroy 
us.  Has  their  sweet  speeches  so  much  intoxicated  you  and  blinded 
you,  that  your  sight  could  not  reach  so  far,  as  where  we  are  now 
sitting? 

Brothers  of  the  6  Nations, 

Had  the  Great  Spirit  been  favorable  to  them  instead  of  us,  you 
would  have  found  here,  their  strong  forts,  and  only  a  small  remnant 
or  perhaps  none  of  your  Western  Brethren  to  deliver  their  sweet 
speeches  to.  But  Brothers,  they  took  the  same  step  with  your 
nephews  the  Delawares  and  your  Brothers  the  Hurons,  whom  you 
see    here,    which    they   did    with    you,    to   induce    them    to    sit    quiet 
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whilst    they    were    destroying   us,    but   they    did   not    succeed    so   well 

with    these    Nations    as   with    our    elder    Brethren,    for   you    now   see 

ihem  strong    in    defending   their    just  right  to   this   Country,   they  put 

their    speeches    behind    them,    and    united    themselves   to    us    as    one 

man. 

Now  Brothers  of  the  6  Nations, 

This  is  the  way  they  served  you,  and  you  have  listened  to  them. 
We  know  they  want  to  break  you  otf  from  the  Nations  here. 
But  the  great  Spirit  has  now  put  it  in  your  hearts,  not  to  be  broken 
off  by  them  from  the  general  Indian  Confederacy.  Since  therefore 
you  have  now  told  us  you  have  spoken  from  your  Hearts,  and  that 
nothing  remains  further  for  you  to  say  on  the  subject  of  your  busi- 
ness. We  hope  it  is  the  truth  and  that  nothing  will  now  come  from 
you,  but  what  may  tend  to  our  general  welfare  and  happiness. 
Brothers  of  the  6  Nations,  (4  Black  &  White  Strings). 

You  desired  us  to  listen  to  you  candidly  and  consider  well  what  we 
were  going  to  do,  We  have  now  considered  what  is  best  for  us  to  do, 
I  therefore  desire  you,  to  listen  to  me  and  I  will  tell  you  the  resolu- 
tion of  all  the  nations,  to  the  Southward  and  as  far  as  the  setting  of 
the  Sun,  deputies  of  whose  nations  are  now  present. 

Brothers, 

We  know  very  well  what  the  Americans  are  about,  and  what  are 
their  designs.  Last  Fall,  when  the  great  Spirit  was  good  enough  to 
assist  us,  to  throw  them  on  their  backs,  we  got  their  great  Chiefs 
Papers  and  Instructions,  B,  at  that  Point  of  Land  there  which  you 
now  see,  all  the  chiefs  here  present  heard  them  interpreted  to  us. 
If  the  Americans  had  been  successful,  they  were  to  build  a  strong 
Fort  at  the  Miarais  Towns,  they  were  then  to  come  here  and  build 
another,  and  then  if  they  succeeded,  they  were  to  proceed  to  the 
mouth  of  this  River  and  build  another  strong  Fort  there.  They 
were  afterwards  to  have  set  about  building  Boats  and  to  drive  all 
the  Indians  entirely  out  of  the  Country,  to  clear  the  Lake  of  them, 
and  drive  them  far  back  into  the  Country.  But  if  any  of  the 
Nations  came  and  offered  their  hands,  the  American  Chief  was  to 
put  them  at  his  back  and  give  them  Hoe's  in  their  Hands  to  plant 
Corn  for  him  and  his  people,  and  make  them  labour,  like  beasts, 
their  Oxen  and  their  Pack  Horses. 
Brothers  of  the  0  Nations, 

We  now  tell  you,  we  know  very  well  the  Intentions  of  the  Amer- 
icans. You  have  desired  us  to  consider  well  what  you  have  said 
to   us,  and   not   to   be   too   proud   spirited. 
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We  are  not  proud  spirited,  nor  do  we  attribute  our  great  good 
fortune  these  last  few  years,  to  our  own  strength  alone,  but  to  the 
great  Spirit  who  governs  all  things  on  this  earth  and  who  looks 
down  on  us  with  as  much,  or  perhaps  more,  compassion  than  those 
of   a   fairer   complexion. 

Bkothers, 

You  know  very  well  the  boundary  that  was  made  between  us,  and 
the  English  and  Americans  when  they  were  as  one  people.  It  was 
the  River  Ohio. — Now  Brothers  of  the  6  Nations,  as  you  were  sent 
here  by  the  Americans  to  tell  us  what  they  say.  We  now  tell  you 
Brothers  to  go  the  same  road  you  came  and  inform  them,  that  the 
boundary  line  then  fixed  on  is  what  we  want  and  that  is  the  deter- 
mination of   all   the   nations   present   yours   as   well   as   ours. 

Brothers, 

You  have  told  us  that  Washington  says  he  will  make  us  a  compen- 
sation, if  the  Lands  were  not  purchased  of  the  right  owners.  We  do 
not  want  compensation;  We  want  a  restitution  of  our  Lands  which  He 
holds  under  false  pretenses.  Brothers  you  want  to  go  the  Roads 
towards  the  American  Forts.  That  Road  Brothers  is  all  bloody  by 
the  Americans  forcing  themselves  into  our  Country;  We  therefore 
desire  you  to  go  the  Road  you  came,  the  road  which  our  Forefathers 
came. 

Brothers, 

The  cause  of  the  American  Messengers  falling  to  the  ground  was 
owing  to  their  following  this  bloody  path,  where  numerous  Bands  of 
distant  Tribes  are  constantly  watching  any  movements  into  our  Coun- 
try: Had  they  however  arrived  safe,  they  should  have  been  returned 
safe   from    this   Council   Fire. 

You  tell  us  Brothers,  that  Washington  also  says  he  can  easily 
Temove   these   Forts,    if   they   give   us   uneasiness. 

Now  Brothers, 

If  the  Americans  want  to  make  peace  with  us,  Let  them  destroy 
ihese  Forts  and  we  will  meet  them  next  spring  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
where  all  the  parties  who  formerly  settled  the  Boundary  Line,  must 
be   present. 

Four   Strings   Black    &   White   Wampum. 

Brothers  of  the  6  Nations, 

This  is  what  we  desire  you  to  tell  the  Americans  and  I  tell  it 
to  you  as  the   Sentiments  of   all  the  Indian  Nations  in   this   Country. 
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Cow  Killer, 
Brothers, 

The  6  Nations  return  you  thanks  for  what  you  have  said  to  us. 
You  have  considered  well  before  you  spoke?  We  now  join  with 
you  tt  will  put  our  heads  together,  and  endeavour  to  get  all  our 
Lands  back,  where  the  Americans  have  encroached  upon  us,  and  we 
will  meet  you  in  the  Spring  at  Lower  Sandusky  as  you  have 
mentioned. 

It    being   almost  dark  the  Council  broke  up. 

8th  October. 

Messquakenoe — spoke  thus. 
Elder  Brethren  of  the  6  Nations, 

We     have  now  only  to  explain  to  you   every  thing  fully  with  regard 
to    the    proposed    Council  at    Lower    Sandusky  early  in  the  Spring,   & 
I  desire  you  to  listen  attentively  to  what  I  am  going  to  say  to  you. 
Brothers, 

When  the  Boundary  Line  was  made  at  Fort  Stanwix,  our  Father 
the  King  of  England  and  the  Americans  were  as  one.  Our  Father 
must  have  that  Treaty,  and  we  will  ask  him  to  produce  it,  to  vindicate 
our  claims.  He  must  be  present  also  at  the  Council,  for  we  know 
nothing  of  writing,  and  his  assistance  will  be  indispensibly  necessary 
for  us,  as  well  as  all  the  parties  who  were  formerly  at  the  settling 
of  the  Boundary  Line.  We  have  a  reliance  on  our  father  seeing 
Justice  done  to  us;  He  never  deceives  us,  and  we  have  always  found 
we    may    conBdently    depend    upon    him. 

Brothers, 

On  the  present  occasion  it  is  fortunate  for  us,  that  the  Great 
King  our  Father  has  sent  a  person  vested  with  his  authority  to 
take  care  of  all  his  children  in  this  Country.  It  is  him  we  mean 
to  take  by  the  Hand  and  lead  to  the  intended  Council  at  Sandusky, 
should  Washington  accept  our  proposals,  and  manifest  that  Justice 
and  humanity  he  talks  so  much  about  and  pretends  towards  us.  And 
we  hope  our  Father  will  assist  us  also  with  provisions  to  enable  us 
to  meet  at  the  place  appointed. 
Brothers, 

(Jur  Father  Wapemassawa,  has  come  to  visit  our  new  settlement 
here  and  to  distribute  the  clothing  for  our  old  people  &  children 
usually  sent  them  at  this  season  of  the  year  by  order  of  the  King 
our  Great  Father;  Wo  will  therefore  take  this  opportunity  to  explain 
to  him   the   determination    of   this   Council  for  the  information  of   our 
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Father  the  Governor  at  Niagara,  and  to  request  his  presence  and 
assistance   at   the   intended   Council   at   Lower   Sandusky. 

The   Council   then   adjourned. 

9th    October. 

This  morning  a  deputation  from  the  General  Council,  consisting 
of  Messquakenoe,  Petaza,  Kekinathucka  and  others,  with  the  Inter- 
preter waited  on  A.  McKee  Esq.  the  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs,  and 
after  repeating,  on  strings  of  Wampum,  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Council  since  they  first  met  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
last,  They  spoke  as  follows  on  a  large  Belt,  addressed  to  their 
Father  the  Governor  of  the  King's  Dominions  &  people  in  this 
Country    at   Niagara. 

Father, 

We   were   happy  to  hear   that   The   King  our   Father,   had   sent   you 
to   this   Country,    to   take   care   of   all   his   children. 
Father, 

A  general  Council  of  all  nations  of  our  Colour,  has  just  been 
held  here,  and  we  are  desired  by  the  whole  of  them  to  acquaint 
you  with  all  our  transactions.  You  will  observe  the  terms  on  which 
we  have  proposed  to  make  a  peace  with  the  Americans,  and  the 
reliance  the  Indian  Nations  place  in  your  assistance  and  friendship 
to  promote  it  on  just  and  equitable  terms. 
Father, 

At  this  Council  Fire,  which  is  in  the  Center  of  our  Country,  is 
placed  the  Heart  of  the  Indian  Confederacy,  to  which  we  have 
always  considered  our  Fathers  to  be  joined,  therefore  we  hope  on 
this  great  occasion  that  he  will  exert  himself  to  see  Justice  done 
to  us,  as  it  must  be  through  his  power  and  mediation  that  we  can 
expect  an  end  to  our  troubles.  And  not  being  in  a  situation  to 
keep  or  procure  any  writings  that  may  be  necessary  to  assert  our  just 
claims,  we  rely  on  your  friendship  to  produce  those  made  at  the  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  between  us  and  the  King  our  Father  and 
his  People  at  that  time.  For  how  otherwise  can  a  Just  accommo- 
dation be  accomplished. 
Father, 

We  gave  you  this  early  Information  of  our  determinations,  that 
you  may  consider  it  well,  and  be  ready  in  the  Spring  (should  the 
Americans  agree  to  meet  us)  to  Join  us  at  Lower  Sandusky,  with 
the  assistance  you  know  your  children  will  stand  in  need  of,  par- 
ticularly that  of  provisions,  which  their  unsettled  situation  does  not 
allow  them  to  procure  in  this  troubled  Country. 
63 
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Father, 

In  confidence  of  your  ready  compliance,  We  take  you  by  the  band 
with  this  Belt  of  Wampum,  to  lead  you  to  the  Council  Fire,  aa 
soon    as   it   shall   be   kindled   at   Sandusky   the   ensuing   Spring. 

A    Large   White    Belt. 

A   true   interpretation    of   the   original   proceedings. 

A.  McKee. 

Endorsed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe'e  of  4th  Novr.  1792. 

[  Q  279-1,  p  3]  ] 


JN.    FDK.    HOLLAND   TO   LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

Quebec  October  4th  1792. 

To  'His  Excellency   John  G-raves  Simcoe  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor 

and    Commander   in    Chief   of    the   Province   of    Upper   Canada    (fcc. 

&o.    &o. 
Sir, 

A  Retrospect  of  the  Surveys  heretofore  made  in  the  Province  of 
Canada,  fully  point  out  their  being  altogether  local  and  confined  to 
a  small  tract  of  that  valuable  Country  now  under  your  Excellencys 
Government.  In  consequence  of  which  and  of  the  assiduous  atten- 
tion that  distinguishes  your  administration,  in  favor  of  any  thing, 
that  promotes  the  welfare  of  the  Province,  I  am  induced  to  men- 
tion what  strikes  me  as  requisite  to  be  executed,  in  order  to  estab- 
lish the  Geography  of  Upper  Canada;  which  tho'  much  frequented 
and  now  rendered  of  the  utmost  importance,  is  still  far  from  being 
accurately  delineated  on  any  plan  or  map  yet  extant,  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  general  Survey,  being  made  and  Latitudes  and  Longitudes 
taken  to  ascertain  the  true  position  of  the  most  principal  places  situ- 
ated on  the  several  upper  Lakes.  Under  Your  Excellency's  fostering 
hand,  this  most  useful  task  might  be  executed,  which  if  in  your  wis- 
dom you  should  judge  expedient  I  take  the  liberty  of  proposing  the 
following  plan  as  appearing  to  me  most  elligible  for  carrying  the  same 
into  effect. 

To  commence  by  taking  Latitudes  and  Longitudes  at  the  different 
places  as  hereunder  mentioned,  and  in  order  to  obviate  the  principal 
difficulities  that  present  themselves  to  impede  the  undertaking  (that  of 
sufficient  instruments  and  observers)  I  am  ready  with  a  tried  and 
approved  set  of  Astronotnical  Instruments  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  opperation  myself  and  aided  by  assistants  of  capacity  such  as  I  am 
well  assured  of  procuring  I  should  recommend,  taking  the  first  Latitude 
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at  that  part  of  the  River  St  Lawrence,  which  is  intersected  by  the 
Line  of  45"  N.  L.  Secondly  at  Oswegatchi,  third  at  Kingston — at 
Oswego  and  Toranto — at  Niagura  Lat.  &  Long,  the  same  at  fort  Erie — 
two  Lat.  on  the  north  side  of  Lake  Erie — at  Detroit  Latitude  and 
Longitude — at  Michilimackinac  Lat  &  Long — on  Lake  Michigan  two 
Latts.  to  determine  the  most  Northerly  and  Southerly  parts  thereof. 
Several  Latitudes  on  Lake  Superior  with  the  Longitude  at  the  most 
westerly  part  thereof — which  will  not  only  determine  the  length  of 
that  Lake,  but  more  accurately  ascertain  the  distance  from  Captain 
Cook's  line  of  coast  discovered  on  the  Western  Ocean  to  complete 
ibis  undertaking  the  true  shape,  appearance  and  nature  of  the 
"tracts  passed  over  must  be  expres'd — by  a  Survey  which  has  in 
view  the  knowledge  and  extent  of  a  Country  which  may  be  rendered 
highly  beneficial  to  the  purposes  of  Agriculture  and  greatly  facilitate 
and  encrease  the  Settlement  and  population  of  those  dreary  forrests, 
which  from  climate,  excellence  of  soil,  extensive  inland  navigation 
and  contiguity  to  the  new  Establishments  making  rapidly  by  the 
Americans  becomes  daily  of  greater  import,  in  the  performance  of 
this  work  the  ambition  of  meeting  Your  Excellency's  approbation 
and  patronage  would  be  no  small  Inducement  towards  my  executing 
it  with  every  possible  care  exactitude  and  dispatch. 
I   have   the   Honor   to   be 

Your   Excellency's 

most   obedient   and 

most  devoted   Humble   Servant 

Jn.  F^"^.  Holland. 

(Endorsed:    No.  3. 

Mr.  Holland,  iLetter  and  Proposals  to  His  Excellency  Lieat.  Qovemor  Simcoe. 
In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  No.  12,  of  23d  Novr.  1792. 

[  Q  279-1,  p  213  J 
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Answer  of  His  Excellency  John  Graves  Simcoe  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  Upper  Canada  &c  commanding  His 
Majesty's  forces  in  the  same,  to  the  Speech  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  several  Indian  Nations  written  underneath,  deliv- 
ered at  the  Glaize  the  9th  day  of  October  1792,  and  from  thence 
-transmitted   to   His   Excellency. 


Delaware's  Potowotamie's 

Shawenoe's  Cherokee's 

Miami's  Creeks 
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Chippewa's  Six  Natione 

Ottawa's  Seven  Nations  of  Canada 

Wyandot's  Mengoe's  of  the  Glaize 

Munsey's  Sawkee's 

Connoy's  Reynards  &  a  few 

Nantikoke's  Ouiatanons  and 

Mohiken's  Large  Bands  of  Warriors. 


Childben  &  Brothers, 

I  have  received  the  Belt  &  Strings  of  Wampum,  by  which  you 
take  me  by  the  hand,  to  lead  me  to  your  Council  Fire,  as  soon  as 
it  shall  be  kindled  at  Lower  Sandusky  the  ensuing  Spring;  The 
King  your  Father's  benevolence  has  always  been  shewn  to  the 
Indian  Nations,  and  it  will  ever  give  me  pleasure,  to  be  the  instru- 
ment of  his  bounty  &  goodness  in  taking  care  of  his  Children. 
Children  k  Brothers, 

A  general  Council  of  all  Nations  of  your  colour,  is  an  event  of 
the  greatest  magnitude,  and  demands  the  most  serious  attention  to 
their  united  transactions.  I  have  well  considered  of  your  solemn 
application. 

I   rejoiced   that  you   have  proposed  to  make  peace  with  the   United 
States,    (fc   you    may   be   assured   of    the    most    cordial    assistance   that 
is  in    my  power  to  promote   so   desirable   a  work   on  Just   tV:    equitable 
terms. 
Children  &  Brotherh, 

You  say,  "at  this  Council  fire,  which  is  in  the  center  of  your  coun- 
"try,  is  placed  the  heart  of  all  the  Indian  Confederacy,  to  which  you 
"have  always  considered  your  Father,  to  be  joined."  The  King  your 
Father  from  the  earliest  moment  of  his  reign,  has  believed  this  union 
to  be  necessary  to  your  welfare,  ct  no  less  so  to  that  of  the  neighboring 
countries;  and  by  his  directions,  your  late  superintendant  general  Sir 
William  Johnson  in  all  his  Councils  inculcated  its  propriety.  The 
King's  love  for  peace  ct  his  faithfulness,  are  proverbial  throughout  the 
Universe,  S:  nothing  could  give  him  more  sincere  joy,  than  to  exert 
his  influence  to  terminate  the  troubles  of  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth. 
Children  (fe  Brothers, 

I  thank  you  for  the  early  information  of  your  intentions.  Your 
request  has  made  a  deep  impression  on  my  mind.  I  have  little 
d<jubt  but  that  I  should  have  obtained  permission  of  the  King  your 
benevolent  Fathor  to  have  been  present  at  Lower  Sandusky,  if  the 
United  States    had   concurred    in    the   Invitation. 
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Children  &  Bkothers, 

I  will  ohearfully  transmit  to  you  upon  this  pleasing  occasion,  the 
assistance  which  has  ever  been  afforded  you,  by  the  King  your 
Father,  &  the  provision  which  you  request  shall  be  forwarded  to 
Lower   Sandusky. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

I  sincerely  wish  you  health,  wisdom  &  prosperity  &  that  all  your 
troubles  may  be  terminated,  by  a  peace  being  established  upon  a 
just  &  solid  foundation;  that  you  may  follow  your  hunts  in  com- 
fort  &   security,    to   the   common   advantage  of  all  mankind. 

J.  G.  S. 
With  a  belt  of  black  &  white  wampum. 

Endorsed:    No.  6. 

In  Genh  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dnndas.    No.  67. 

[  Q  62,  p  157  ] 


JOHN   CRAIGIE,   COMM.   GEN.,   TO   MAJ.    GEN.    CLARKE. 

Quebec  27th  October  1792. 
Sir, 

As  the  season  is  at  hand  when  the  communication  with  the  Upper 
Posts  will  for  a  time  be  closed,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  Your 
Excellency,  that  if,  from  the  circumstances  stated  in  my  letter  of  the 
2d  August  last,  any  change  from  the  mode  hitherto  followed  of  receiv- 
ing Flour  at  the  several  settlements  for  the  Troops  should  be  deemed 
expedient,  it  might  be  proper  that  measures  should  be  adopted  in 
time,  in  order  that  information,  in  respect  to  the  resources  of  the 
settlements  in  the  article  of  Flour,  and  the  terms  on  which  supplies 
thereof  could  be  obtained,  may  be  transmitted  here  in  the  course 
of  the   winter. 

For  this  purpose,  if  the  supplies  of  Flour  for  the  ensuing  year, 
are  to  be  taken  on  the  best  terms  for  which  they  can  be  obtained 
for  government,  I  conceive  the  most  certain  way  of  securing  to  all 
the  settlers  the  opportunity  and  advantage  of  this  market  for  their 
produce,  would  be,  by  a  public  notice  or  advertisement  "That  sealed 
tenders  would  be  received  at  the  different  posts  on  a  fixed  day, 
from  all  persons  chusing  to  offer,  for  such  quantities  of  Flour  as 
may  be  of  the  first  quality  properly  pack'd  and  warranted,  as  may 
be   wanted.      No   tender   to   be   for    less    than    Ten    Barrels,    each    to 
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contain    two    hundred    pounds    net."      The    quantities    or    a   general 
outline   may   be    estimated   as   follows   for   the   several   posts. 

Kingston    200,000  pounds  (including  a  provision  for  150  Loyalists) 
Niagara       560,000  (       do  do  100        do.) 

Detroit       400,000  (       do  do  200        do.) 


1,160,000  450 

Should  the  encouragement  hitherto  given  to  the  Settlers  in  Upper 
Canada,  be  continued,  information  will  then  only  be  requisitB  in 
regard  to  the  resources,  but  in  that  case,  effectual  measures  should 
certainly  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  abuse  and  exercise  of  partiality 
which  from  the  supplies,  in  all  probability,  greatly  exceeding  the 
demands,    must   be   so   likely   to   happen,    and   so   ditficult    to   avoid. 

This  inconvenience  however  I  conceive  can  only  be  obviated  by 
Regulations  to  be  made  on  the  spot,  and  adopted  when  the  Flour 
is   received. 

At  all  events,  it  is  necessary  that  information  should  be  trans- 
mitted in  the  course  of  the  winter — in  regard  to  the  supplies  which 
can  be  depended  on,  in  order  to  determine  the  demands  to  be  made 
on    the   contractors. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be 

&c.   &c.   &c. 

John  Craigie 
Comm.  General. 
His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke,  (fee.  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed:    No.  4. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commissary  General  to  Hie  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke,  dat«d 
at  Qnebec  the  27th  October  1792. 
In  Lt.  (iovr.  Simcoe's  of  the  19th  Deer.  1794. 
In  Lord  Dorchester's  No.  25  to  Colonel  Simcoe. 

[  Q  281-1,  p  54  ] 


GOTHER  MANN  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

A  general  view  of  the  situation  and  Importance  of  the  several 
Military  Posts  in  Upper  Canada;  with  a  brief  description  of  the 
Great  Lakes  &  their  communication;  together  with  some  remarks 
on  the    Frontier   and    the    Boundary    line   of   the    Province. 

The  principal  object  and  intention'  of  this  Report  being  to  state 
Buoh  circumstances  and  to  convey  such  necessary  information  as 
may  best  tend  to  shew  the  nature  of  our  Frontiers  in  Upper  Canada, 
and    conduce    to    the    forming    a  true  idea  of    our   situation    in    points 
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of  convenience,  advantage  or  security  in  that  quarter;  I  have  here 
drawn  together  such  observations  as  occurred,  with  the  information 
I  acquired,  chiefly  in  my  survey  of  the  Upper  Lakes  by  your  Lord- 
ships orders  in  1788:  indeed  the.  instructions  I  then  received  led  me 
to  the  consideration  of  many  points  nearly  connected  with  the  present 
subject;  but  as  my  report  at  that  time  involved  a  great  variety  of 
matter;  and  as  such  parts  of  it  as  might  apply  to  the  object  here 
more  immediately  under  consideration  were  much  blended  with  other 
information,  I  conceive  it  may  now  be  more  clearly  &  concisely  shewn 
by  speaking  distinctly  as  to  what  concerns  the  Frontiers  and  principal 
communications  only,  adding  such  further  particulars  as  may  be 
necessary  here,  but  which  might  not  have  been  thought  altogether 
pertinent  in  my  former  Reports.  In  order,  therefore,  as  far  as  lies 
in  my  power,  to  bring  forward  the  requisite  information,  on  which 
may  be  formed  a  clear  idea,  and  an  impartial  Judgement  of  our  real 
situation,  I  shall  here  endeavour  to  give  a  concise  account  of  the  several 
principal  water  communications  and  carrying  places;  with  the  nature 
and  circumstances  of  the  posts  thereon,  with  such  remarks  as  have 
occasionally  occurred  in  pursuing  my  own  observations  &  inquiries  on 
the  subject.  In  doing  this  I  have  no  hopes  of  ofpering  any  thing 
beyond  what  your  Lordship  is  already  informed  of;  but  it  may  not 
now  be  altogether  useless  to  collect  &  bring  into  one  view  those 
circumstances  applying  merely  to  the  object  in  queslion,  which 
may  have  been  at  difPerent  times  stated,  together  with  such  other 
particulars  as  may  also  perhaps  have  been  adverted  to,  but  have 
not   been   the   subjects   of  any   official   Report. 

As  the  trade  with  Upper  Canada,  and  all  the  Fur  Country  to  the 
Westward,  is  chiefly  carried  on  from  Montreal,  and  as  this  is  the 
point  from  whence  the  departure  for  the  Great  Lakes  is  taken,  it 
seems  very  natural  and  proper  that  any  account  of  the  communica- 
tions with  them  would  likewise  begin  here,  I  shall  therefore  con- 
form   to   that   idea. 


There  is  not  any  military  post  on  Lake  Erie;  and  there  is  not 
any  Harbour  on  the  North  Shore  in  its  whole  extent  from  Fort 
Erie  to  the  streights  leading  to  Detroit,  there  is  no  shelter  there- 
fore for  vessels  but  the  precarious  on  which  they  may  sometimes 
find    under    the    principal    Head    Lands,    as    Pointe    Abinaw,     Long 
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Point  and  Point  au  Pin;  or  under  some  of  the  Islands  lying  near 
the  entrance  of  the  Streights;  but  these  great  projecting  points  of 
Land  are  disadvantageous  to  coasting  in  Boats  (an  object  of  great 
consequence  in  this  Country)  and  render  it  so  hazardous  that  it  is 
seldom  attempted,  they  generally  go  round  by  the  South  Shore. 
The  only  Harbours  are  on  that  shore,  of  which  the  principal  are 
at  Presque  Isle,  Sandusky  Lake,  and  Miami  Bay;  but  if  the  Bound- 
ary of  the  British  possessions  should  be  run  as  has  been  described 
"along  the  middle  of  Lake  Erie,"  from  the  last  mentioned  com- 
munication, "to  the  water  communication  between  that  Lake  and 
Lake  Huron,"  we  must  of  course  lose  two  Harbours  with  the  whole 
of  the  Southern  and  Western  Shores  of  the  Lake,  should  however  a 
Boundary  more  favourable  to  us  be  settled,  and  the  Lake  left  in  our 
possession,  I  think  the  security  of  the  Frontier  might  be  very  mate- 
rially encreased  by  establishing  posts  at  Presque  Isle  and  on  the  Miami 
on  Sandusky  River,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  in  the  event  of  giving 
up  that  Country,  we  could  substitute  any  situations  on  our  side  of  the 
Lake  that  would  counterbalance  any  of  the  advantages  of  these;  the 
greater  attention  must  therefore  be  paid  to  the  strength  and  security 
of  those  we  may  think  requisite  to  form  on  the  communications. 
Before  I  entirely  quit  Lake  Erie  I  think  a  few  more  observations 
are  due  to  Presque  Isle  considering  it  as  a  situation  deserving  par- 
ticular notice,  not  only  on  account  of  the  Harbour  being  an  exceed- 
ing good  one,  and  the  Land  about  it  remarkably  fine,  but  because 
there  is  plenty  of  good  Oak  Timber  in  the  neighborhood;  and  the 
place  is  admirably  well  adapted  for  Ship  Building;  and  what  may 
still  render  it  of  greater  consequence  is  that  from  hence  there  are 
very  practicable  communications  through  a  fertile  and  easy  country, 
into  the  populous  parts  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 

The  Communication  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron  is  something 
more  than  ninety  miles  long,  including  Lake  St.  Clair  which  is  about 
twenty  miles  over,  Detroit  is  the  only  Military  Post  here,  and  stands 
on  the  Western  Shore,  where  the  River  is  about  half  a  mile  wide, 
and  is  distant  from  the  entrance  of  the  streights  from  Lake  Erie 
about  eighteen  miles.  The  ground  at  this  place  has  not  any  strik- 
ing features.  The  Post  stands  however  on  an  easy  elevation  and  ia 
not  commanded ;  and  has  been  perhaps  orginnlly  chosen  more  for  the 
protection  of  the  settlement  against  the  Indians,  than  in  any  view 
to  its  future  consequence  as  to  the  defence  of  the  pass  and  the 
safety  of  the  Frontier  on  a  more  extended  Scale.  But  a  post  in 
this   quarter    being   essentially    necessary,    and   circumstances    not    hav- 
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ing  perhaps  yet  rendered  it  expedient  to  take  new  ground,  this  has 
of  course  continued  to  be  attended  to,  and  it  has  by  your  Lord- 
ship's orders  before  I  left  Canada,  been  put  into  the  best  posture 
of  defence  that  the  situation  and  nature  of  it  would  admit  of;  but 
whenever  a  permanent  system  for  the  defence  and  security  of  our 
Frontiers,  Settlements  and  Trade,  shall  be  under  consideration,  I 
think  a  much  preferable  position  for  combining  those  objects  may 
be  looked  to,  I  mean  that  which  I  have  already  noticed  in  a 
former  Report  (in  1788)  and  is  on  the  East  main  shore,  near  the 
entrance  of  the  Streights  from  Lake  Erie  and  opposite  the  Isle  aux 
Bois  Blanc,  where  there  is  a  good  situation  for  Naval  business, 
and  a  safe  &  commodious  Harbour;  which  may  be  well  protected; 
and  although  on  account  of  the  width  of  the  River,  Boats  could 
pass  along  the  Western  shore  unmolested  from  the  Works  here,  yet 
the  Ship  Channel  would  at  this  place  be  effectually  commanded; 
the  ground  here  has  a  good  elevation,  and  the  place  could  not  be 
annoyed  from  any  part  of  the  opposite  shore,  for  although  the  ship 
Channel  is  narrow  the  River  is  wide.  Should  therefore  a  Boundary 
Line  ever  be  run  limiting  the  British  to  the  Eastern  Shore  and 
middle  of  the  Water  Communication  between  the  Lakes  Erie  and 
Huron,  this  place  will  be  a  resource  of  some  security  to  our  navi- 
gation: but  whether  that  Boundary  should  ever  be  concluded  on  or 
not,  still  this  situation  is  preferable  as  a  place  of  arms  to  any  other 
that  I  am  acquainted  with  on  this  communication  on  either  side  of 
the  water;  its  vicinity  also  to  Lake  Erie  will  give  us  the  readiest 
means  of  counteracting  the  designs  of  any  Enemy  on  that  Lake  or 
its  borders.  As  there  are  several  Islands  and  some  of  considerable 
magnitude  on  this  communication  both  below  and  above  Lake  St 
Clair,  the  same  difficulty  would  arise  here,  with  respect  to  them, 
in  drawing  a  Boundary  Line  "along  the  middle  of  the  Water  Com- 
munication," as  what  I  have  already  stated  in  speaking  of  other  parts 
of  the  Frontier.  This  communication  is  the  passage  for  the  Trade  with 
the  North  West  Country  and  with  the  Mississippi  by  way  of  Lake 
Michigan  except  what  may  pass  by  the  Grand  or  Ottawas  River,  but 
as  there  is  a  shoal  muddy  bank  where  it  falls  into  Lake  St  Clair,  ves- 
sels drawing  more  than  seven  or  eight  feet  water  cannot  navigate.  From 
Lake  St.  Clair  up  to  Lake  Huron  there  is  everywhere  plenty  of  water;  the 
current  is  very  strong  throughout,  and  the  River  is  in  general  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  except  at  the  entrance  of  Lake  Huron, 
where  it  is  not  so  much.  The  land  on  both  sides  is  goodJ&  therefore 
.  64 
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very    proper    for    settlements,    those  already   formed    are  chiefly  on  the- 
Western  Shore. 

The  only  Military  Station  in  Lake  Huron  is  on  the  Island  of  ]\Iich- 
ilimakinac,  which  is  about  nine  miles  in  circumference,  near  the  West- 
ern Extremity  of  the  Lake;  and  is  the  most  advanced  Military  Post  to 
the  Westward  which  we  occupy  ip  this  Country,  it  is  distant  from 
Montreal  by  way  of  the  Lakes,  in  gross  numbers,  about  nine  hundred 
miles;  and  in  a  direct  line  of  Longitude  about  ten  degrees;  Montreal 
being  nearly  in  73  40'  20'',  and  Miohilimakinac  in  about  84".  As  to 
the  state  of  defence  here,  but  little  can  be  said,  the  works  injudiciously 
designed  and  begun  in  the  last  war  were  never  half  finished,  but  had 
they  been  compleated  they  would  have  been  very  far  from  answering 
the  great  espence  incurred.  The  only  object  pursued  here  lately, 
as  to  the  Works  has  been  to  keep  the  place  in  such  a  temporary 
state  of  repair  and  defence,  as  might  make  it  looked  to  with  some 
sort  of  respect  by  the  Indians,  and  consequently  give  a  proportional 
degree  of  safety  and  protection  to  the  Trade,  which  is  certainly  a 
matter  of  no  small  consequence,  considering  that  this  is  the  great 
place  of  rendezvous  both  going  and  returning  of  all  who  are 
employed  in  collecting  the  Furs,  whether  from  the  Mississippi  by 
Lake  Michigan,  or  from  the  North  West  Country;  and  that  the 
supplies  for  carrying  on  that  trade  are  generally  compleated  here. 
The  Bay  on  which  the  Stores  and  Merchants  houses  are  built  is 
convenient  for  shipping,  and  is  pretty  well  sheltered  by  an  Island 
lying  opposite  to  it.  There  is  no  good  Harbour  between  the 
Entrance  of  the  Lake  from  Detroit,  and  Miohilimakinac,  but  ves- 
sels may  be  partially  protected  from  particular  winds  at  a  place 
called  Presque  Isle,  or  under  the  Traverse  Islands  in  Sagana  Bay. 
The  North  and  part  of  the  Eastern  Coasts  of  the  Lake  are  full  of 
small  Islands  and  Rocks  and  the  remainder  of  the  Eastern  Coast 
is  an  open  beach  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  on 
which  in  westerly  winds,  which  are  prevalent  here,  and  which  raise 
a  prodigious  swell  in  the  Lake,  the  Surf  beats  with  very  great 
violence.  The  Navigation  therefore  on  either  of  those  coasts  is 
extremely  dangerous  in  any  thing  but  birch  canoes  which  may  be 
readily  carried  ashore  on  the  approach  of  bad  weather.  It  is  true 
there  is  water  sufficient  for  vessels  in  the  entrance  of  French  River, 
and  depth  for  any  Tonnage  in  Matchedash  Hay,  and  there  are  also 
some  small  Bays  where  there  might  be  shelter,  but  all  these  would  be 
difficult  to  come  at  in  heavy  gales  of  wind,  at  the  time  they  would  be 
most    wanted.       Lake    Michigan    is  not  less  than    three    hundred    miles 
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long,  and  in  its  widest  part  about  seventy  five  miles  broad.  A  great 
number  of  Rivers  fall  into  it  on  all  sides,  but  they  are  mostly 
small,  very  few  of  them  having  water  sufficient  for  any  vessels  to 
enter.  There  is  not  any  Settlement  on  this  Lake,  the  French  for- 
merly had  one  near  the  bottom  of  it  upon  the  River  St  Joseph, 
but  this  has  been  so  long  abandoned  that  it  is  said  there  are  now 
but   few   vestiges   of   it   remaining. 

From  the  bottom  of  the  Lake  there  is  a  short  portage  to  a 
branch  of  the  Illinois  River,  and  thence  a  direct  passage  to  the 
Mississippi.  The  Country  on  the  borders  of  the  Lake,  particularly 
to  the  Southward  is  said  to  be  remarkably  fine  &  level,  a  great 
part  of  it  naturally  clear,  and  that  the  soil  is  extremely  rich.  If 
the  Frontier  Boundary  should  be  run  "from  the  Water-Communi- 
cation between  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron  along  the  middle  of  the 
East  Lake,  to  the  water  Communication  between  it  and  Lake 
Superior"  we  must  of  course  lose  the  whole  of  Lake  Michigan ;  The 
post  of  Michilimakinac  on  Lake  Huron ;  with  all  the  South  and 
West  Shores  of  that  Lake;  the  north  and  Eastern  Shores  only  would 
remain  in  our  possession.  I  have  already  observed  on  the  little 
convenience  these  would  afford  to  navigation  in  vessels,  and  I  have 
as  little  to  say  in  their  favor  in  respect  to  their  being  propitious 
for  Settlements,  a  part  only  of  the  East  Shore  is  good  land,  all 
the  North  and  the  remainder  of  the  East  Shore  from  the  Streights 
of  St  Mary  down  to  Matchadash  Bay  is  a  barren  inhospitable  Coast 
for  an  extent  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  miles. 

The  communication  between  the  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior  has  at 
its  entrance  a  great  number  of  Islands,  beyond  these  are  what  are  called 
the  Falls  of  St  Mary ;  these  Falls  however  are  nothing  more  than  a 
strong,  and  in  some  parts  broken.  Rapid  of  about  half  a  mile  wide 
and  a  mile  long,  navigable  for  Canoes,  and  even  for  small  vessels,  but 
not  without  risque,  therefore  not  often  attempted  by  them.  The 
Canoes  generally  go  up  light,  and  come  down  with  only  a  part  of  their 
cargo;  there  is  a  short  portage  on  the  South  Shore,  and  on  this  side 
the  business  of  the  communication  is  at  present  transacted,  but  the 
opposite  shore  might  at  some  expence  be  made  to  answer  the  purpose 
equally  well.  The  navigation  might  be  impeded  by  an  enemy  on 
either  side,  in  this  respect  therefore  there  seems  no  preference,  but  if 
a  post  of  any  consequence  was  to  be  taken  anywhere  in  this  quarter, 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  enquire  into  the  particular  merits  of  a 
point  of  land  on  the  North  shore  at  the  extremity  of  this  Commu- 
nication and  entrance  of   Lake   Superior,   called    Pointe  au  Pin,  which 
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I  have  heard  greatly  praised  as  possessing  many  desirable  advantages, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  being  at  the  head  of  the  Communica- 
tion, but  because  it  has  a  good  harbour,  well  calculated  for  defence 
and  might  be  easily  Fortified;  but  as  I  have  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  Country  beyond  the  Falls  of  St  Mary,  and  as  my 
information  concerning  Pointe  au  Pin,  does  not  come  from  any 
military  characters,  I  cannot  rely  entirely  on  its  having  all  the  good 
properties  for  a  Post  which  are  ascribed  to  it;  it  is  probable  how- 
ever that  it  has  some  striking  features,  or  it  would  not  have  been  so 
particularly  noticed. 

Lake  Superior  has  some  good  Bays  and  anchoring-places  under  the 
Islands  along  the  East  and  North  Shores,  which  fs  the  usual  route  of 
the  Canoes  between  the  Falls  of  St  Mary  and  the  Grande  Portage, 
but  it  is  mostly  a  rocky  and  barren  coast,  and  may  on  the  whole  be 
considered  as  rather  dangerous  for  Vessels;  the  South  Shore  is  still 
more  open  and  exposed,  having  very  few  places  where  a  vessel  could 
find  shelter;  the  best  land  is  on  this  side  of  the  Lake,  but  it  is  said 
to  be  far  from  good  even  here.  From  the  north  shore  and  within 
about  eighty  miles  of  the  Western  extremity  of  the  Lake  begins  the 
Grande  Portage,  which  is  about  nine  miles  long  and  leads  westward 
to  a  chain  of  small  Lakes  sometimes  called  long  Lake.  The  Grande 
Portage  is  the  last  place  of  rendezvous  of  the  Fur  Traders  who 
assemble  here  from  May  to  the  end  of  August,  they  here  take 
Canoes  of  a  smaller  size  than  those  brought  from  Montreal,  and 
from  hence  separate  into  small  parties,  and  pursue  their  route  over 
the  immense  Continent  between  this  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  after 
perhaps  three  or  four  years  absence  meet  here  again  on  their  return 
to   Montreal    with    the   Furs   they    have   been   able   to   collect. 

With  respect  to  the  Frontier-Boundary  in  this  quarter  it  has  been 
described  to  run  from  the  Communication  with  Lake  Huron  "Through 
Lake  Superior  northward  of  the  Isles  Royale  and  Phillippeaux  to  the 
long  Lake;  thence  through  the  middle  of  the  said  long  Lake  and  the 
water  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the 
said  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence  through  the  said  Lake  to  the  most 
north  western  point  thereof,  and  from  thence  on  a  due  West  Course 
to  the  River  Mississippi,"  by  this  Boundary  we  should  lose  the  South 
Shore  of  Lako  Superior  and  Isle  Royale  which  lies  nearly  opposite 
the  Grande  I'ortage,  at  about  six  or  seven  leagues  distant  from  the 
main,  it  is  about  sixty  miles  long  and  twenty  broad;  but  the  existence 
of  such  an  Island  as  Isle  Phillippeaux  or  any  other  which  can  answer 
the  idea  of    its    situntion,   has  not*I  apprehend    been    yet    satisfactorily 
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aecertained  by  any  person  who  has  been  on  this  Lake,  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly objected  to  by  Mr.  Hugh  Moore  in  his  manuscript  account 
of  Lake  Superior  which  I  saw  in  your  Lordships  possession  at  Quebec. 


I  have  mentioned  such  posts  as  our  security  will  seem  to  demand 
on  our  side  of  the  Lakes;  the  degree  of  strength  and  consequence  to 
be  given  them  must  be  determined  by  what  may  be  the  probable 
future  circumstances  of  the  Country;  those  which  should  be  consid- 
ered as  the  principal  points  of  defence  are  opposite  Isle  au  Bois 
Blanc  Navy  Hall  and  Kingston.  Something  may  be  necessary  towards 
Lake  Superior,    but   I   cannot   ascertain   the   best   situation   for  it. 


London  29th  Oct.  1792. 
To  the  Right  Honble  Lord  Dorchester,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Indorsed: 

Captn  Mann's  Report  on  the  Posts  in  Canada. 
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GoTHEK  Mann 
Captain  of  Royal  Engineers. 
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Proceedings    of    a    Council    of     the    Six    Nations    held    at    Buffaloe 
Creek. 


Present, 

Lt  Colonel  Butler  Agt  I.  D. 

Major  of  Brigade  Littlehales 

Lt.  Talbot  24th  Regt 

Lt.  Grey  7th  or  R.  F. 

W.  B.  Shehan     )j,  , 

I  interpreters 


Tuesday  November  13th  1792. 


By  order  of 
His  Excellency 
Lt.  Governor 
Simcoe. 


Wm.  Johnston    ) 

With    the    Chiefs    of    the    Seneca,    Onandago,    Cayuga,     Tuscarawa 
Indians  and  their  Allies,   Delawares   &c.   &c.  c&. 


On  the  part  of  the    United  States.     Mr.   Chapin  (son  of   the    Super- 
intendant  General)   Mr.   Parrish  Interpreter. 
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Cow  Killer — a  Seneca  Chief  Spoke  thus. 
Brothers, 

Give  aftention  to  what  we  are  going  to  say.  We  are  happy  to 
flee  the  King's  people,  and  those  of  the  United  States  side  by  side; 
We  last  winter  went  by  Invitation  to  Philadelphia;  upon  our  return 
we  reported  our  proceedings  to  the  King's  Superintendant  who 
seemed   pleased    with   them. 

The  United  States  recommended  our  mediation  in  making  a  peace 
with  our  Western  Brethren ;  and  being  also  solicited  by  them  to 
attend;  The  King's  people  furnished  us  with  every  assistance,  and 
sent  a  person  with  us;  We  accordingly  went  to  Detroit,  where  we 
met  with  every  attention,  and  were  amply  provided  to  the  place  of 
our  Destination. 
Brothers, 

While  at  the  Council  of  the  Glaize,  our  Brethren  called  us  Elder 
Brothers;  said,  they  had  often  sent  to  us  for  four  years  past  for 
our   Advice   and    assistance. 

White   Belt   six  Rows   of   Wampum. 
Brothers, 

After  the  above  was  delivered  we  asked  why  the  great  Council 
Fire  was  kindled  and  if  they  had  any  thing  on  their  minds? — They 
replied  "</io<  was  not  all  they  wished  to  mention;  that  four  years 
ago  they  sent  an  express  to  their  Elder  Brethren,  informing  them 
of  their  situation. — The  answer  the  Six  Nations  returned  was,  they 
were  all  of  one  colour,  and  ought  to  be  firm  and  iinited;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  received  a  large  bunch  of  Wampum,  con- 
taining  the  Sentiments  of  twenty  different  Indian  Nations. 
Brothers, 

"After   receiving  the   message   from     our    Elder    Brethren    we   took 
their   pipe,    and   one    Confederacy    smoked   it,    and   returned   the   same 
with    all   our   opinions. 
Brothers, 

"We   now   return   the   Pipe,    and    hope    you    (our    Elder    Brethren) 
will  smoke   it    with    the   same   sentiments   you    offered    it    to    us. 
Brothers, 

"We  the  Six  Nations  after  having  smoked  out  of  the  Pipe,  said 
we  were  all  of  one  mind,  in  ancient  times  our  Forefathers  were  at 
war  with  each  other,  some  nations  occasioned  Disturbances  amongst 
us  perhaps  it  was  the  Will  of  the  great  Spirit;  We  the  Six  Nations 
then  exerted  ourselves  to  procure  peace;  in  process  of  time  the 
English  Our  Fdthcrs,  came   to  trade  with   us,   they   demanded  a  small 
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piece  of  ground;  this  we  granted,  they  still  solicited  for  more  Land. 
They  assisted  the  Indians  when  they  became  settlers  in  making 
peace,  and  recommended  all  we  have  hitherto  done,  that  we  ought 
to  be  of  one  mind.  We  told  the  Hurons  we  conceived  them  to  be 
the  promoters  of  the  existing  troubles  and  thanked  our  Brethren  in 
general  for  defending  our  property. 
Brothers, 

"Tho'    we  were   happy    at   your   success   in  repelling   the   late   Inva- 
.sion   of   your  Territories   yet   we  recommend   the   advice   of   the   King 
{our   Father)   to   keep    possession    of    your    Country    by    making    an 
Adequate   Peace. 
Brothers, 

"When  the  White  People  arrived  at  Albany,  the  great  King  and 
the  Americans  were  one;  our  Father  Sir  William  Johnson  had  the 
care  of  us,  we  then  agreed  to  give  the  white  people  Lands  East  of 
ithe  Ohio  the  Boundary  Line;  selling  other  Lands  to  the  East  of  that 
Boundary  Line,  was  the  cause  of  breaking  the  minds  of  the  Indians. 
Brothers, 

"Attention;  we  hold  this  Pipe,  you  call  us  Brothers,  we  wish  uani- 
imity,  that  the  chain  of  Friendship  may  be  brightened;  we  will  cor- 
dially  assist   you,    to   hold   it,   and   to   carry  the  heavy  burthen. 

After   delivering   the   above   Speech    the   Shawenese   answered. 
Brothers, 

"Tho  we  call  you  Elder  Brethren,  we  look  upon  it  you  do  not 
speak  from  your  Hearts,  as  you  are  but  just  come  from  counselling 
with  the  Americans,  we  know  you  have  Intercourse  with  them." 
W^hen  this  was  said,  they  told  us  they  would  adjourn,  and  desired 
us  to  make  our  minds  easy,  as  they  would  speak  more  freely.  We 
replyed  we  shall  now  go  back  to  (the  Interpreters)  Johnston  and 
relate   what   has   passed. 

On   reassembling   we   spoke   as   follows. 
Brothers, 

"You  consider  us  as  people  who  speak  only  from  our  Lips,  and 
that  we  converse  with  what  you  call  Yankies,  its  true  we  have 
held  Treaties  with  the  United  States,  the  British  have  advised  it 
when  for  our  Interest,  but  we  never  lost  sight  of  the  Confederacy; 
you  seem  Jealous  of  our  Intercourse  with  the  States,  we  are  inde- 
pendent people  and  not  biased  by  British  or  Americans." 
Brothers, 

"All  the  time  the  English  and  French  were  at  war,  they  were 
:6ghting   for   this   Island,  the   French  were    conquered,    soon    after   the 
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people  now  called  Americans  disagreed  with  the  English ;  and  in  the 
contest  the  King  was  thrown  down;  and  gave  up  this  Country  to 
the   States. 

This   is  ihs   language   the   states    hold   forth    to   us;    They    consider 
themselves   the   proprietors  of   these    Lands,    in    the   same   manner    the 
King   did;  when   he  took  them  from  the  French  and  could  shew  them 
upon    paper. 
Brothers, 

This   being   related    our   Western    Brethren    did    not   appear   to   com-* 
prehend    it,    owing   to   the   Interpreter,    but  when  it  w'as   explained    by 
another   Interpreter,    the    Confederacy    were   satisfied,  and   promised    to 
abide   by    our   advice,    and    thanked    us   for   following   the    wise   meas- 
ures  of   our   Forefathers. 

Western    Nations   then    spoke. 
Brothers, 

*'We  give  you  sincere  thanks  for  what  you  have  related;  the 
States  last  autumn  sent  an  army  into  our  Country  commanded  by 
General  Butler  to  proceed  to  the  Glaize,  if  he  met  friendly  people, 
they  were  to  be  unmolested;  from  thence  he  was  to  march  to  the 
foot  of  the  Miami  RajDids,  and  so  on  to  Detroit,  but  he  was  not 
to  act  offensively  to  the  garrison;  these  were  his  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Washington. 
Brothers, 

"This  Army  came  into  our  Country,  we  defeated  them,  we  con- 
sider ourselves  sole  proprietors  of  this  Land,  and  tho"  Washington  is 
lately  become  a  great  man,  we  are  resolved  to  receive  no  Messages 
from    him    by    the   Bloody   road. 

Elder  Brethren, 

"We  are  and  shall  always  look  upon  ourselves  as  the  sole  owners 
of  this  Country,  but  as  peace  is  good,  we  are  willing  to  follow 
your  advice,  and  will  listen  to  the  Voice  of  Peace  from  the  Ameri- 
cans, provided  it  is  for  our  Interests,  we  have  no  objection  to  meet 
them  (the   Americans)    at   Sandusky. 

Brothers, 

"We  are  determined  to  follow  your  advice  to  take  care  of  our 
Women  and  Children,  in  former  times  you  recommended  the  strict- 
est union,  which  we  have  always  adhered  to.  We  will  make  peace, 
in  an  equitable  manner;  but  if  we  cannot  obtain  it  upon  th(ise 
conditions,  we  expect  you  confonnnble  to  our  ancient  compact,  will 
assist    Us    to   protect   our   Women    and    children;    and  as   you  have  an 
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i. 

open    Road,    we    request   you    to    communicate   our   Sentiments   to   the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Elder  Brethren, 

The  President  we  hear  from  you,  is  desirous  to  speak  to  us,  and 
has  delivered  his  wishes  to  that  effect  thro'  you,  we  desire  you  to 
acquaint  him  we  will  meet  the  States  early  in  the  Spring  at  Sandusky; 
at  the  same  time  to  signify,  that  we  claim  some  Lands  on  the  East 
side  of  the  Ohio,  purchased  from  Individuals  not  authorized  to 
dispose  of  them,  we  give  up  these  Lands  as  a  compensation  for 
our   Lands   on   the   West   side   of   the   Eiver   Ohio. 

The  Cowkiller  then  continued  his  Speech  having  finished  repeat- 
ing  the   transactions   at   the   Miami. 

Brothers, 

We  give  it  in  charge  to  remember  us  to  the  great  Man  at 
Niagara,  who  we  understand  is  lately  arrived  from  England,  and  has 
the  care  of  the  Indians  as  well  as  White  People,  in  this  part  of 
the  Country,  we  urge  it  to  you  to  request  his  attendance  at  the  pro- 
posed Council,  at  Sandusky,  next  Spring;  Colonel  Butler  has  been 
long  acquainted  with  our  affairs,  we  therefore  solicit  his  attendance, 
and  hope  our  Father  will  consider  us,  and  provide  some  provisions 
at  the  place  of  meeting;  We  conclude  by  observing  that  if  the 
Governor,  or  his  representative  does  not  meet  us,  and  those  persons 
deputed  by  the  United  States  do  not  also  meet  us,  we  shall  suppose 
they   do   not   wish     for   peace. 

Four   strings   of   Black    &   White   Wampum. 

Addressed  to  Mr.  Chapin. 

Brothers, 

You  represent  the  United  States,  we  were  sent  by  you  to  the 
Westward,  and   have   related    what   passed   there. 

Brothers, 

Give   attention — 

We  address  you  in  the  same  manner  as  the  President  of  Con- 
gress ; — by  his  desire,  we  went  to  the  Westward ;  the  road  is  opened 
for  him  to  pursue,  and  accomplish  the  desired  peace;  We  have 
repeated  your  wishes  to  the  Western  Nations  and  explained  them ; 
there  is  a  peaceful  path  and  a  bloody  one,  prevent  your  armies 
from  proceeding  in  that  Country,  and  enable  us  to  render  that  ser- 
vice  you    seem    so   desirous   of.      The   Six   Nations   are   now   returned, 

and    have    contributed    as    much    as    possible    their   assistance,    with 

65 
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I 

their  Westero   Brethren,   to   restore  peace;  We  hope  the  United  States 

will    not    by    any    improper    means,    defeat    the    intended    purposes;   for 

should  such  be  the  case,    as  it  is   the    wish    of   the  Indians,    to  live   in 

peace,    they  will    look  upon    the    President   of    the  States  as  the  cause 

of  its  not  taking  place. 

A    Belt  eight  rows    Black  &  White    Wampum. 

We  expect  sensible  persons  will  be  appointed  to  attend  the  Council, 
and  that  all  the  Records  of  purchases  of  Lands,  Treaties  and  Docu- 
ments,  Maps  Arc,  since  the  first  arrival  of  the  white  people  among  us, 
will  be  brought  and  produced  by  them,  as  they  will  then  be  particularly 
investigated. 

Four  strings  of  Black  and  White  Wampum. 

We  request  what  we  have  now  said,  may  be  immediately  com- 
municated by  Ex2)7'css  to  Congress,  and  an  answer  sent  back  to  us 
as  soon  as  possible  without  any  delay  that  we  may  make  our 
Western  Brethren  acquainted  with  it;  as  it  is  a  matter  requiring 
our   most   serious   consideration. 

Brothers, 

More   particularly    addressed  to  Colonel  Butler. 

We  have  related  all  our  Business  to  the  Westward  and  we  now 
repeat  we  cannot  negotiate  any  thing  at  the  proiDOsed  place  of 
assembling  (viz.)  Sandusky,  without  the  Governors  and  your  (Col. 
Butler's)  presence  it  being  a  matter  of  the  most  essential  Impor- 
tance to  us;  we  therefore  hope  you  will  be  prepared  to  clear  up 
all  doubts  and  to  be  active  and  alive  to  our  Interests  as  Reflections 
have  been  insinuated  that  when  we  formerly  consulted  the  com- 
manding officers  they  could  not  give  us  final  answers,  we  trust  that  is 
now   obviated,   and    that   the   Governor   will    make   a  Speedy    Reply. 

Brothers, 

We  expect  the  Governor  will  bring  to  Sandusky  all  papers.  Maps 
Records   and    treaties   relative   to    us    Indians. 

A    Belt   eight    Rows   of   Black    ct    White   Wampum. 

Brothers, 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  see  you  who  represent  the  King 
Our  Father  and  the  United  States  setting  in  Council  together,  it 
has  boon  very  different  for  some  years  imst  when  you  were  much 
divided    in    your   Sentiments. 

Adjonrnrd. 
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Kovr  14th. 

Present   the   same   as   yesterday.      Colonel    Butler   called   the    atten- 
tion   of   all   the   Chiefs   to   listen    to   the   answer   I   (Major   of   Brigade 
Littlehales)    was    going   to   give   them    to  their    Speech    of    yesterday, 
as   follows. 
Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations,  and   Your   Allies,   Sachems,  Chiefs 

AND  Warriors, 

I  am  deputed  by  the  Governor,  who  resides  at  Niagara,  the  Rep- 
resentative of  the  King  Your  Father,  to  meet  you  at  this  Council 
Fire. 

Brothers, 

I  have  listened  attentively  to  what  you  repeated  yesterday  respecting 
the  transactions  of  yourselves  and  Western  Brethren  at  the  Miamis ;  it 
will  ajBford  peculiar  satisfaction  to  find  your  endeavors  have  proved 
in  some  measure  successful  as  you  know  it  has  been  recommended 
by  the  King  your  Father  to  negotiate  matters  amicably,  well  con- 
vinced  it   is   for   your   Interests. 

Brothers, 

I  shall  communicate  Your  Invitation  to  the  Governor  to  attend 
the  Council  at  Sandusky  next  Spring  and  to  bring  with  him  all 
the  Records,  Treaties  and  Documents  of  every  description  relative 
to  the  Indians  and  I  am  well  persuaded  he  will  embrace  the  earliest 
opportunity    of   sending   you    an    answer. 

*  Brothers, 

I  cannot  conclude  without  the  strongest  assurances  of  the  Gov- 
ernors firm  attachment  and  Friendship  for  his  Brothers  of  the  Six 
Nations  as  well  as  all  the  Indians;  and  I  am  confident  he  will  be 
particularly  happy  to  render  every  possible  assistance,  consistent  with 
his  situation,  to  bring  about  that  peace,  apparently,  so  very  essential 
to   your  Interests. 

Mr.    Chapin    then    spoke. 

Brothers, 

You    that  are   present   belonging   to   the  Six  Nations  give  attention. 

Brothers, 

I  come  here  in  behalf  of  Congress  representing  my  Father  the 
Superintendant  General  of   Indian  Affairs.     I  am  sorry  he  is  not  here. 

Brothers, 

I  rejoice  that  the  British  and  the  Indians  and  the  people  of  the 
States    are    altogether    at    your    Council    Fire.     I    shall    send   on   an 
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Express  directly  to  the  Board  of  War  with  exact  minutes  of  all 
your  proceedings,  indeed  I  shall  most  probably  go  myself.  I  shall 
give  a  faithful  account  of  everything. 

Brothers, 

I  shall  particularly  mention  what  you  said  about  the  meeting  at 
Sandusky  next  Spring  and  your  wish  that  good  persons  may  be  sent 
to  that  Council. 

Brothers, 

(Parish  the  American  Interpreter  translated  this  Speech  to  the 
Indians  at  the  Conclusion  of  every  sentence  here  the  Cowkiller 
interrupted  him,  and  said  not  only  good  persons,  but  sensible  proper 
people  no  Land  Jobbers  but  such  as  Colonel  Pickering)  Mr.  Chapin 
proceeded. 

Brothers, 

I,  or  my  Father,  will  acquaint  the  States,  that  you  particularly 
desire  that  all  papers,  Maps,  Treaties  and  Records  between  the 
White  People  and  the  Indians  may  be  brought  to  your  Council  at 
Sandusky   next   Spring. 

Adjourned. 

Endorsed : 

ProceedingB  of  a  Ccancil  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Bn£Faloe  Creek  18th  Novr.  1792. 
In  Lt.  Govr,  Simcoe'e  No.  12.  of  23d  Novr.  1792. 

[  Q  279-1,  p  191  ] 


LT.  GOV.  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

Navy  Hall,  Niagara  Novr.  17th  1792. 
Sir, 

I  presume  that  Mr.  Givens  has,  before  this,  safely  delivered  to 
your  Excellency  my  Letter  &  inclosures;  containing  the  result  of 
the    Indian    Councils   at   the    Miamis    River. 

Captain  Littlehales,  being  desirous  of  visiting  the  United  States, 
at  this  dead  season  of  the  year,  will  proceed  immediately  to  Phila- 
delphia k  convey  to  Your  Excellency  the  Speeches  which  He  lately 
received  from  the  Six  Nations  at  Buffaloe  Creek,  in  consequence 
of  a  request  sent  to  me  by  those  people  desiring  that  I  would 
order  a  British  officer  to  be  present  at  the  delivery  of  the  message, 
which    they    were   intrusted     by    the    Western    Nations,    to    transmit   to 
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the  Congress.  It  includes,  of  course,  the  united  Requisition  of  the 
Indians,  that  I  should  be  present  at  Sandusky  &  bring  with  me  the 
ancient  Treaties  &c  which  were  held  with  them  before  the  King 
had   declared   the    Independancy   of   the   United    States. 

I  am  to  beg  your  opinion  on  what  answer  it  will  be  necessary 
for  me  to  give  to  these  people,  our  ancient  Allies  and  True  Friends, 
who  as  you  will  perceive,  have  declared  that  they  shall  construe  a 
refusal,  on  my  part,  to  be  present  at  Sandusky,  as  an  evidence  that 
the  British  do  not  wish  for  Peace;  a  doctrine  that  in  direct  contra- 
diction, to  the  Servants  of  Government.  Self-interested  Traders  may 
have   taught    them.     In     this     Dilemma     I     request    your     immediate 

advice. 

I   am    &c. 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 
His  Excellency  George  Hammond,  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed: 

Hie  Excellency  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe'e  Letter  to  His  Excellency  George  Hammond. 
In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  No.  12,  of  23d  Novr.  1792.    (.2) 

[  Q  279-1,  p  205  ] 


HENRY   DUNDAS   TO   LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

White  Hall. 6th  Decemr.  1792. 
Lieut  Govr.  Simcoe, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  20th  of  August  last  together 
with  one  private  of  the  same  date  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
you  to  Lieut  Governor  Clerck,  the  last  of  which  I  have  read  with 
particular   attention. 

His  Majesty's  Servants  are  aware  of  the  Inconveniences  which 
arise  from  the  want  of  a  final  Adjustment  of  the  Boundar};  between 
His  Majesty's  Dominions  and  the  American  States  and  to  effect 
which  they  will  neglect  no  means  which  promises  success,  nor  fail 
to  seize  the  most  favorable  opportunity  which  may  occur  for  that 
purpose. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add  that  too  much 
care  cannot  be  taken  (consistently  with  the  protection  of  His  Maj- 
esty's Subjects  and  the  security  of  the  Posts  in  Our  Possession) 
that  in  all  matters  of  dispute  between  His  Majesty's  Subjects  and 
those  of  the  American  States,  His  Majesty's  Government  in  Canada 
should   be  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  spirit  of   ill-humor 
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and   discontent   existing   at   the   time   when    propositions   for   the   com- 
pletion   of   so   desirable   an    object    are   likely    to   be   brought   forward. 

I   am    &c. 

Henry  Dun  das. 

Enclosed :    Drat. 

To  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  Decemr.  1792. 

[  Q  278.  p  219  ] 


SPEECH   OF    H.    KNOX    TO   THE    INDIANS. 

To  the  Sachems,  Chiefs  &  Warriors  of  the  Wyandots,  Delawares, 
Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Pottawatamies,  Shawanese,  and  Miamis  and 
the  Head  men  of  all  the  other  Tribes  in  alliance  with  them,  to 
the  Southward  of  the  Lakes  and  North  of  the  Ohio,  and  East  of 
the   Mississippi. 

Brothers, 

We  have  heard  your  voice  and  received  your  Messages,  through 
our  good  friends  the  Six  Nations,  appointing  the  time,  when  the 
leaves  shall  be  full  out  the  next  Spring,  to  meet  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  States  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  River  which  runs 
into    Lake    Erie. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  embraces  your  proposal  and 
he  will  send  Commissioners,  to  meet  you  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed,  with  the  sincere  desire  of  removing  all  causes  of  differ- 
ence, so  that  we  may  be  always  hereafter  good  Friends  and    Brothers. 

It  is  desired  that  there  may  be  a  full  assembly  of  all  the  Chiefs 
and  Head  men  of  all  your  Tribes,  so  that  the  peace,  which  it  is 
hoped  will  then  be  concluded,  may  bo  fully  known,  and  perfectly 
observed    by  •  all   the   parties. 

The  United  States  will  endeavour  to  furnish  by  the  way  of  Can- 
ada and  the  Lakes,  a  full  supply  of  Provisions  during  the  Treaty; 
but  lest  there  should  any  unforseen  obstacles  to  the  measure,  a  sup- 
ply will  also  be  forwarded  to  our  nearest  Posts  to  you,  for  this 
purpose;  and  it  will  be  expected  that  there  be  no  interruption  on 
your  part  to  the  transportation  thereof.  We  shall  prevent  any  of  our 
Parties,  going  into  the  Indian  Country,  so  that  you  may  with  your 
Women  S:  Children,  rest  in  full  Security;  and  we  desire,  and  shall 
expect,  that  you  call  in  all  your  Warriors,  and  prevent  their  going 
out  again.  It  will  be  in  vain  to  expect  peace,  wiiile  tiiey  continue 
their   depredations   on    the   frontiers. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON  TO   GEORGE  HAMMOND.  519 

Given,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  this  twelfth  day  of  December  one  thousand 
seven   hundred   and   ninety   two. 

H.  Knox  Secretary  of  War, 
having  the  direction  of  Indian  AflPairs. 

Endorsed:    No.  3. 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    (>Jo.  07.) 

[  Q  62,  p  152  ] 


ALEXANDER   HAMILTON   TO   GEORGE   HAMMOND. 

Treasury  Department  Decemr.  29th  1792. 
Sir, 

From  the  opinion  you  have  been  so  obliging  as  to  express  that 
arrangements  may  probably  be  made  in  Upper  Canada  for  procur- 
ing a  supply,  from  that  quarter,  of  the  Indians,  expected  to  assemble 
at  O'Glaise  in  the  ensuing  Spring  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a 
treaty    with     this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  concluded  to  send 
an  agent  into  the  territory  of  Upper  Canada  to  endeavour  to  effect 
contracts  for  the  above  mentioned  supply ;  and  as  you  have  author- 
ized me  to  do,  shall  count  on  your  good  offices  to  facilitate  the 
object  of  his  mission,  when  the  person  shall  be  determined  upon,  it 
will   be    made   known    to   you.  " 

It,  is  impossible  for  us  to  foresee  with  certainty  the  number  of 
persons  who  will  be  assembled.  We  conjecture  however  that  they 
will  amount  to  about  five  thousand,  men,  women  &  children ;  and 
that  they  may  remain  together  six  weeks.  These  are  the  only  data 
we   have,    as   to   the   quantum    of  supply,    which    may   be   requisite. 

Any  contract  however  which  may  be  formed  must  embrace  as 
much    more   as   may   be   found   necessary. 

All  details  will  of  course  be  committed  to  the  Agent  who  shall 
be   sent. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be,    &c. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 
His  Excellency  George  Hammond,  Esqr. 

\ 

Endorsed:    No.  5. 

In  Genl.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    (No.  67.) 

[  Q  62,  p  156  ] 
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LETTER    RESPECTING    WESTERN    INDIANS. 

Extract   of   a    Letter  from    the   Glaize   dated   5th    of   January    1793. 

"The  Council  about  to  be  held  when  you  left  this  place  is  now 
over.  The  answer  given  the  young  man  is  this — "They  will  enter 
into  no  terms  of  accommodation  with  the  People  of  the  Posts,  Ken- 
tuck6,  or  the  Commanders  of  these  Posts,  they  have  already  (to 
the  Mingoes)  declared  their  intentions  of  meeting  the  American  Com- 
missioners at  Sandusky  next  Spring,  where  their  Father  is  also  to 
be  invited.  They  do  not  think  the  Commanders  of  the  Forts  nor 
the  people  of  -Kentucke,  authorized  by  Congress,  to  conclude  a 
peace  with  them,  and  of  consequence  they  decline  their  offers  and 
refer   every    thing   to   the   proposed    treaty    at    Sandusky." 

The  young  man  I  am  told  (altho'  I  have  not  seen  them)  had 
had  delivered  in  Council  some  Letters  addresoed  to  Pipe  and  Tale- 
baxuche,  which  from  what  I  can  learn  are  from  one  John  Hamilton ; 
what  their  import  may  be  I  do  not  yet  know;  but  any  thing  that 
comes  to  my  knowledge  on  that  head  shall  be  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  Colonel  McKee,  and  you  will  be  good  enough  to  com- 
municate to  the  Colonel  the  answer  the  Indians  made  to  his  request. 
The  young  man  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  some  of  their  chiefs  to 
accompany  him  to  Fort  Jefferson  but  they  declined  it  for  the  reasons 
above    mentioned. 

Kndoreed:    No.  3. 

In  Oeol.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Damlag.    No.  70. 

[  Q  62,  p  176  1 


LIEUT.   GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE    TO   GEORGE    HAMMOND. 

Navy  Hall,  Niagara  Jany.  2l8t  1793. 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  this  moment  with  Your  Excellency's  dispatches  of 
the   4th    of   January    by    Captain    Littlehales. 

Your  opinions  on  the  general  conduct  to  be  held  by  this  govern- 
ment at  the  expected  negotiation  between  the  Indian  Americans  and 
the  United  States  perfectly  coincide  with  my  Idoas.  and  I  cannot 
but  foel  mysiilf  relieved  from  a  very  great  EmbarraHsraont  by  the 
methods  which  your  Excellency  has  taken  to  predispose  the  Minis- 
ters of  the  States  to  expect  the  presence  of  Colonels  McKee  and 
Butler   at   tho    mooting. 
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I  am  essentially  satisfied  that  your  Excellency  has  also  prepared 
Mr.  Jefferson  to  expect  that  my  answer  to  the  solemn  request  of 
the  Indian  Nations  will  be  couched  in  such  terms  as  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently explicit   of   the  good    wishes   of   this   government. 

But  upon  mature  deliberation  and  consultation  separately  with 
Colonel  Butler  and  Joseph  Brant,  I  must  decline  the  giving  per- 
mission to  the  Agents  of  the  States,  to  purchase  Provisions  in  this 
Colony  for  the  supply  of  the  Indian  Meeting.  In  consequence  of 
the  request  of  the  Indians  for  our  Assistance  particularly  for  Pro- 
visions, which  Your  Excellency  will  see  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Council,  I  have  already  taken  such  steps  as  are  usual  to 
obtain  the  adequate  supplies,  the  Expence  is  a  matter  of  considera- 
tion and  regret,  but  Colonel  Butler  having  assured  me  that  it  would 
be  indispensibly  necessary  for  him  and  Colonel  McKee  at  all  events 
to  have  a  certain  quantity  of  Provisions  to  entertain  the  Indians 
with  during  the  frequent  applications  which  may  be  expected  to  be 
made  to  them  for  advice,  and  Captain  Brant  giving  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  Indians  would  feel  themselves  less  independant,  if 
they  were  victualled  by  the  United  States,  during  the  Negotiation. 
I  could  not  hesitate  on  the  ground  of  expediency  to  incur  the 
expense  which  I  conceive  will  not  much  exceed    the    annual   supplies. 

But,  Sir,  I  beg  to  offer  to  your  recollection  that  every  transac- 
tion relative  to  Indian  Affairs  flows  in  the  Military  Channel  and 
tho'  doubtless  for  any  purpose  of  obvious  utility  I  should  venture 
to  break  through  the  general  course  of  what  has  been  systemati- 
cally adopted  by  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  and  make  use  of  my 
own  discretion,  yet  I  by  no  means  think  myself  justified  to  do 
so  in  this  present  instance.  I  inclose  for  Your  Excellency's  perusal 
an  Extract  from  Sir  William  Johnson's  Letter  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  which  our  system  of  management  of  the  Indians  seems 
to  me  to  have  been  expressly  founded,  and  which  states  that  as 
the  successors  to  the  French,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  supply 
the  wants  of  the  Indians,  as  an  acknowledgement  to  them,  that 
we  hold  the  Posts  by  their  permission,  from  hence  has  arisen  the 
constant  necessity  that  the  Grovernment  of  Canada  has  been  under 
of  supplying  the  wants  of  any  Assemblage  of  the  Savages  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever;  and  consequently  the  standing  orders  of  these 
Posts  have  always  been  to  this  Effect,  and  tho  of  late  years  they 
have  been  so  modified  that  all  our  presents,  whether  to  the 
Indians  within  our  Territories  or  on  our  Frontiers,  are  sent 
66 
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to  some  distance  from  our  Posts,  this  has  been  done  principally 
with  a  view  to  rescue  the  Savage  from  being  the  victim  of  his 
own  debauchery,  and  the  rapacity  of  our  Traders.  Such  is  the 
ancient  and  general  system  of  our  management  of  the  Indians 
which  only  requires  to  be  known,  to  convince  the  subjects  of  the 
States,  of  the  Interest  Great  Britain  has,  that  Indians  should  not 
be  assembled  together  as  it  is  so  burthensome  and  expensive  to 
her;  and  that  the  support  which  they  receive  from  her  by  no  means 
arises  from  new  or  temporary  considerations,  but  is  the  result  of 
long  established  custom. 

It  is  therefore.  Sir,  peculiarly  a  subject  of  regret  to  me  that  I  feel 
myself  called  upon  not  to  admit  such  an  Innovation  as  has  been 
requested  of  your  Excellency,  and  particularly  as  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  had  I  admitted  of  it  the  Agents  of  the  State  would 
have  found  it  very  ditBoult  to  have  obtained  sufficient  supplies, 
without  I  had  extended  the  permission  beyond  what  I  could  have 
convinced  myself  warranted  to  have  done,  and  allowed  him  to  have 
taken  Provisions  from  His  Majesty's  Magazines. 

The  Indians  having  been  informed  that  their  request  for  Provi- 
sions will  be  attended  to;  I  am  certain  that  they  will  never  suffer 
the  United  States  to  forward  a  supply  thro'  their  Country,  of  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  extremely  Jealous,  and  which  as  it  appears 
to  me  has  been  inserted  in  the  Speech  delivered  to  Captain  Brant, 
a  copy  of  which  I  forward  to  Your  Excellency,  without  due  delibera- 
tion, or  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  promote  any  pacific  Intentions. 
I    have   the   honor   to   be   &o   &o 


His  Excellency  (ieorge  Hammond,  Estir.,  &c.  <fec.  «fec. 

doraed  :    No.  2. 

In  (ienl.  Clarke's  to 
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J.    G      SiMCOE. 


Endorsed  :    No.  2. 

In  (ienl.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    (No-  67) 


LT.   C;OV.    J.    O.    SIMCOE    TO   COL.    A.    MC  KEE. 

Extract   of   a    Letter   from    His     Excellency    Colonel    Simcoe's    Letter 
to    Colonel    MoKee   dated    Navy    Hall    January    23rd    179;]. 


"You  will  see  by  the  Speech  that  is  now  transmitted  by  Captain 
Brant,  that  tho  States  have  agreed  to  moot  the  Indians  at  Miami 
Hapids,  by  which  I  understand  Sandusky,  and  I  presume  whether 
this  alteration  bo  thro'  design  or  by  accident,  that  the  Indian 
Confederacy   will  adhere  to  the  place  of  meeting  being  &i  Sanduskij .' 


LIEUT.   GOV.   SIMCOE'S   ANSWER  TO  THE  SIX  NATIONS.  o2'3 

"It  appears  also  by  this  Speech,  that  the  States  will  endeavour 
to  furnish  by  the  Lakes  provisions  during  the  Treaty,  and  also, 
least,  there  should  be  a  deficiency,  it  is  intimated  they  expect  that 
they  shall  be  permitted  to  furnish  what  Provisions  may  be  want- 
ing from  the  nearest  Posts  to  the  Indian  Country;  it  is  evident 
therefore,  that  they  mean  to  establish  Provisions  &  Magazines,  under 
that  Pretext  upon  the  Line,  by  which  they  are  advancing  their 
Posts  between  Fort  Washington  and  that  Fortress  which  the  Letters 
intercepted  at  St  Clair's  defeat  mention,  they  mean  to  erect  at  the 
Miami  Kapids;  I  cannot  but  fear  from  these  circumstances,  that 
some  collusion  is  intended.  Application  has  been  made  to  me  for 
permission  to  furnish  the  supplies  at  the  expeace  of  the  United 
States,  from  this  Quarter,  and  to  transport  them  across  the  Lakes  in 
the  King's  Vessels;  this  request  I  have  declined  the  compliance 
with,  as  at  all  events  the  Indian  Confederacy  may  be  assured  that 
their  prior  request  for  Provisions  shall  be  complied  with  to  its 
usual  and  necessary  extent;  of  which  I  beg  of  you  without  delay 
to  give  me  the  best  probable  information  in  your  power,  together 
with  the  account  of  what  your  Settlement  can  afford  and  what  may 
be  the  price  of  every  necessary  Species  of  Provisions — and  the  best 
mode  of  conveyance.  I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  Mr.  Hammond 
my  refusal  of  this  request  of  the  States  and  attributing  it  among 
other  reasons  to  its  being  our  invariable  system  as  Possessors  of 
the  Forts  to  assist  the  Indians,  from  whatever  cause  they  may  be 
assembled,    with    Provisions." 

Endorsed:    No.  4. 

In  Genl.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandag.    (No.  67.) 
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LIEUT.    GOV.   J.    G.    SIMCOE'S   ANSWER   TO    THE   SIX   NATIONS. 

Answer  of  His  Excellency  John  Graves  Simcoe  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  Command- 
ing His  Majesty's  Forces  in  the  same,  to  a  Speech  of  the  Six 
Nations   delivered    at   Buffaloe  Creek,   Novemr.  13th    171)2. 


Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations, 

I  have  received  your  speech  in  which  you  express  your  wish  that 
I  should  meet  you  and  the  Western  Indians  at  Lower  Sandusky 
early  in  the  Spring,  to  assist  in  bringing  about  a  peace,  between 
the   United    States   and   the   Indian    Confederacy. 
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You  say  "if  I  or  some  Representative  of  the  King  do  not  meet 
"you  there,  you  shall  suppose  that  this  government  does  not  wish 
"for  peaoe!" 

Brothers, 

Your  request  and  that  of  the  Western  Indians  has  made  a  deep 
impression  on  my  mind,  I  have  well  considered  your  words,  and  it  is 
impossible  that   I  can    be  silent   to  so  solemn   an    application. 

Brothers, 

The  King  your  Father,  has  invariably  regarded  the  Six  Nations 
with  benevolence  &  friendship;  His  love  for  Peace  is  well  known 
to  all  mankind,  and  He  would  be  happy  to  see  it  established 
between    the   Indian    Nations   &   the   United   States. 

* 

Brothers, 

I  have  little  doubt  but  that  I  should  have  obtained  his  gracious 
permission,  to  have  accepted  of  your  invitation,  and  to  have  been 
present  at  the  proposed  meeting  at  Lower  Sandusky,  had  the  United 
States   concurred    in   your   request. 

Brothers, 

I  should  be  happy,  in  any  degree  to  be  instrumental  in  so  good 
work,  and  to  see  peace  established  upon  equitable  &  lasting  foun- 
dations. 

Brothers, 

You  say  "That  Colonel  Butler,  Your  Superintendant,  has  long 
"  been  acquainted  with  your  atfairs,  and  you  therefore  solicit  his 
"attendance,  at  the  General  Council  to  be  held  at  Lower  Sandusky." 

"You  desire  that  all  records  of  purchases  of  Lands.  Treaties,  Doc- 
"  uments,  and  Maps,  may  be  there  produced,  that  all  doubts  may 
"be   cleared    up,    and   all    rights   investigated." 

"You  desire  that  adequate  provisions  to  the  meeting,  may  be 
"forwarded    to    Lower   Sandusky." 

Brothers, 

I  will  direct  the  Superintendant  to  meet  you,  and  He  shall  be 
furnished  with  the  writings  &c,  which  you  require,  and  such  pro- 
visions  as   may   be   necessary. 

Brothers, 

"You  thank  me  for  so  readily  complying  with  your  requisition, 
"  in  sending  one  of  His  Majesty's  oflBcers,  to  personate  me  at  your 
"  late   Council. " 
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"You  say  that  it  gave  you  great  satisfaction  to  see  the  King's 
"  Superintendant,  his  oflScers,  and  the  Representative  of  the  United 
"States,    setting   together   at   your   Council   Fire." 

Brothers, 

All  the  people  on  this  Land,  the  Indian  Nations,  the  King's 
subjects  &  those  of  the  United  States  have  one  common  interest  in 
the   blessings   of   a   lasting   peace. 

Brothers, 

No  Peace  can  be  lasting,  that  is  not  fairly  made  upon  equitable 
conditions. 

Brothers, 

I  sincerely  wish,  that  such  a  Peace  may  be  attainable,  that  the 
Indian  Nations  in  perfect  tranquility,  may  follow  their  hunts  and 
occupations,  to  their  benefit  &  that  of   the  neighboring  countries. 

Brothers, 

I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  give  you  the  best  advice  in  my 
power,  and  I  earnestly  therefore  recommend  to  you,  not  to  lose  sight 
of  so   desirable   an   object   as   that   of   peace. 

Brothers, 

Assure  yourselves  of  the  friendship  of  the  King  your  Father,  and 
of  the  regard  of  His  people  in  general,  and  in  particular  of  the 
affection    of   myself   and   the   Inhabitants   of   this   Colony. 

J.  G.   S. 

A    belt   of   black   and    white     wampum    eight   rows. 


Navy  Hall  January  27th  1793. 

idorsed:    No.  7. 

In    Genl.  Clarke's  t 
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Endorsed:    No.  7. 

In    Genl.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  67, 


LIEUT.  GOV.  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  LIEUT.  GOV.  ALURED  CLARKE. 

Navy  Hall  January  27th  1793. 
Sir, 

Having  had  a  very  satisfactory  Intercourse  with  Mr.  Hammond, 
by  the  means  of  Major  Brigade  Littlehales,  who  returned  from  Phila- 
delphia on  the  20th,  I  think  it  necessary  to  communicate  without 
loss  of  time  some  late  Transactions  to  Your  Excellency,  reserving 
for  a  safer  opportunity  the  copies  of  all  the  letters  that  have 
passed   between   that   Gentleman    &   myself. 
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You  will  have  seen  by  the  speech  sent  to  me,  by  the  Western 
Indians  as  well  as  by  that  of  the  Six  Nations,  that  they  have  proposed 
the  meeting  with  the  States  to  be  held  at  Lower  Snudnsky ;  and  so  it 
was  understood  by  Mr.  Chapin,  the  Superintendant  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Council  with  the  latter  people;  and  as  he  was  the  only 
Channel  of  Communication  between  them  &  that  government,  It  must 
in  that  form  have  been  delivered  to  Mr.  Knox,  but,  you  will  find. 
Sir,  by  Mr  Knox's  answer  that  the  Place  is  changed  to  the  Rapids 
of  the  Mifimi  River  with  what  view,  I  have  expressed  my  Ideas 
in  the  enclosed  Extract  from  a  Letter  which  I  have  written  to 
Colonel  McKee,  for  I  can  .scarcely  conceive  that  after  the  Place  of 
meeting  was  left  to  the  Indians  themselves,  in  the  message  sent 
by  the  Six  Nations  to  the  Confederacy  {&  as  Capt  Brant  has 
assured  me)  That  Mr.  Knox  has  changed  it,  in  order  to  colour  any 
Intent  that  he  may  have  formed,  to  render  all  Views  of  Peace 
inetfectual  in  the  very  outset,  I  cannot  but  remark  to  you,  that 
in  two  separate  conversations  which  Capt  Littlehales  held  with  Mr. 
Hamilton,  that  gentleman  insisted  upon  it,  in  contradiction  to  him. 
that  Loirer  Sandusky  &  the  Kiver  au  Glaize,  were  one  and  the  same 
place. 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  Mr.  Hammond  has  seen  Mr.  Knox's 
message,  &  the  alteration  it  contains  of  the  place  of  meeting,  as 
it  was  brought  here  very  lately  by  Joseph  Brant.  I  inclose  to 
Your  Excellency,  a  copy  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  request  to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond partly  to  supply  the  Indian  Nations,  during  their  expected 
meeting,  with  Provisions,  at  the  Expense  of  the  United  States 
from    this   government. 

The  Reasons,  which  induced  Mr.  Hammond  to  intimate,  that  It 
was  his  Opinion  such  a  proposal  would  meet  with  my  Concurrence, 
were  certainly  in  themselves  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  lead  him 
to  that  belief.  I  had  expressed  my  inclination  to  the  proposed 
meeting  at  Sandusky  on  account  of  its  Expence,  unless  it  should 
be  productive  of  Pence  an  Expense  that  I  thought  inevitable.  It  is 
also  apparent  that  such  aid  ct  Encouragement  to  the  proposals  of 
Mr.  Hamilton  would  obviously  give  weight  to  our  assertions,  that 
we  sincerely  wish  for  the  Establishment  of  Peace,  but  Sir,  these 
considerations  appear  of  no  moment;  when  upon  such  a  Permission 
the  opinion  ^  affections  of  the  Indian  Nations  might  be  hazarded, 
&    His   Majesty's    Influence   totally    annihilated. 

Upon  this  view  of  Mr.  Hamiltons  Requisition,  having  consulted 
with   those  who  could  give  mo  the  best  Information,    I  have  informed 
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Mr.  Hammond  that  I  could  Dot  by  any  means  comply  with  the 
measure  that  had  been  proposed  to  him  —  there  are  many  other 
Points  on  which  I  stated  this  request  as  inadmissible,  which  neither 
of  themselves  require  Illustration,  nor  does  the  present  opportunity 
afford   me   proper   means   to   convey   to   Your    Excellency. 

You  will  see  by  my  Speech  to  the  Western  Indians  as  well  as 
the  answer  I  return  to  the  Six  Nations,  that  the  agents,  Colonels 
McKee  &  Butler  are  to  be  present  at  the  ensuing  Coifncil,  &  that 
had  the  United  States  concurred  in  the  Invitation,  I  probably,  (in 
fact  Mr  Hammond)  would  have  been  permitted  by  the  King  to  have 
a'ttended  the  Council.  Mr.  Jefferson  has  been  informed  that  I  could 
not  pass  over  in  silence  the  solemn  application  of  the  Indian 
Nations,  &  that  their  Agents,  would  naturally  as  they  have  requested, 
attend  at  the  meeting;  This  Gentleman's  answer,  to  this  ivformal 
Conversation  of  Mr.  Hammond's  was,  that  he  conceived  "such  a 
"desire  in  the  Indians  to  be  extremely  proper,  &  that  the  proposi- 
"tions  of  the  Americans  would  be  so  Equitable,  as  to  make  him 
"regardless  of  the  channels  through  which  they  are  conveyed." 
Notwithstanding  this  Language  I  cannot  but  give  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  the  States  will  not  offer  any  thing  like  equitable  conditions, 
&  tho'  the  Indians  should  give  up  all  the  Country  to  the  West- 
ward of  the  Ohio  that  is  under  settlement  still  the  avarice  of  Mr. 
Washington  will  insist  upon  the  full  Execution  of  Treaties  which,  the 
Indians  reject,    as   fraudulent  &  inadmissible. 

I  have  thus  Sir,  endeavoured  to  furnish  you  with  such  a  Summary 
of  affairs  in  this  Country,  as  I  think  necessary  for  your  immediate 
Information — but  it  may  be  necessary  to  add  that  in  my  Communica- 
tions with  Mr.  Hammond  I  have  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  him 
by  Extracts  from  Sir  William  Johnson's  opinions,  that  our  giving 
Provisions  &  Necessaries  to  Indians,  as  Possessors  of  the  Posts,  is  the 
result  of  ancient  &  undeviating  system,  not  directed  by  temporary 
motives,  &  that  tho  Military  orders  of  these  Posts,  are  to  give  them 
on  whatsoever  account  they  are  assembled,  such  supplies  as  may  be 
required. 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  when  the  Lakes  open  to 
transmit  to  you  by  the  first  eligible  mode  of  Intercourse  with  all 
my  Communications,  &  which  will  be  more  perfect  if  it  shall  be 
possible  for  me  to  get  to  Detroit  this  winter,  which  I  mean  to 
attempt   over   land   in    a   few   days. 

As  I  have  at  present  no  opportunity  of  communicating  to  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  my   not  concurring    with  Mr.   Hamilton's  request, 
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of  which  request,  Mr.  Hammond  has  informed  Lord  Grenville  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  Your  Excellency  to  take  such  notice  of 
my  declining  the  proposal,  in  your  earliest  dispatch,  as  you  shall 
think    proper. 

I    have   the   honor  to   be    with    the    utmost    respect    &    esteem 
Your    Excellency's 

most   faithful    it    obedt    Servant 

J.    G.    SiMCOE. 

His  Excellency  Lt.  Govr.   Clarke. 

Endoreed:    No.  1. 

In  Qenl.  Clarke  to  Mr.  Dtmdae.     (No.  67.) 

[  Q  62,  p  144  J 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE    TO    LIEUT.    GOV.   J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

Detroit  January  30th  1793. 
Sir, 

Having  communicated  to  Your  Excellency  all  the  information 
which  had  come  to  my  knowledge  respecting  Indian  Affairs,  prior 
to  Captain  Caldwell's  departure  form  hence,  I  have  only  to  observe 
at  present  that  the  Indians  have  in  general  remained  quiet,  having 
been  stopp'd  by  their  chiefs  from  going  to  War,  being  in  daily 
hopes  of  hearing  the  answer  to  the  messages  they  sent  to  America, 
by    the   Senecas,    last    fall. 

A  Messenger  from  some  of  the  Posts  on  the  Ohio  or  Post  Vin- 
cent found  means  by  the  way  of  the  Wabash  to  get  to  the  Miamis 
and  delivered  a  message  on  the  subject  of  Peace;  by  the  inclosed 
Extract  of  a  Letter  received  from  the  Glaize  your  Excellency  will 
observe   the  very    proper   answer   which    the    Indians   returned. 

Some  Indians,  who  have  come  in  from  hunting  report,  and  from 
the  credit  due  to  their  characters,  it  is  generally  believed,  that  the 
Seaecas  killed  two  Delawares  near  Fort  Washington,  and  one  or 
two  more  of  the  same  nation  were  also  killed  on  one  of  the 
Branches  of  the  Muskingum,  which  the  Senecas  are  also  blamed  for 
particularly  as  a  painted  Toraahock  was  left  sticking  in  the  Breast 
of  the  dead  man.  These  circumstances  ill  agree  with  the  friendly 
dinposition  which  seemed  to  exist  when  that  nation  took  their  leave 
of  the  nations  here  last  October;  It  is  however  possible  these 
untoward  matters  may  have  happened  through  the  inconsiderate 
rashness    or    the    intemperance    of   some    of     the     young     men     without 


LIEUT.  GOV.   SIMCOE  TO   GEORGE  HAMMOND.  529 

having   had   any    countenance,    or   authority     from    their   chiefs   for   so 
doing. 

I    have   the   honor   to   be   with    the   greatest   respect 
Your    Excellency's 

faithful    &    very    obedient 

humble    Servant 

A.  McKee. 
His  Excellency  Grovernor  Simcoe. 

Endorsed:     No.  2. 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  70. 

[  Q  62,  p  174  ] 


LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE   TO   GEORGE   HAMMOND. 

Naty  Hall,  Niagara,  Feby  8rd  1793. 
Db.  Sir, 

General  Hull  has  just  delivered  to  me  your  Excellency's  Creden- 
tials.  Having  in  my  Letters  of  the  23rd  of  January  fully  expressed 
to  you  my  Ideas;  and  that  I  conceived  it  to  be  improper  for  me 
to  admit  the  request  of  the  United  States  to  furnish  the  Indians 
with  Provisions,  I  can  only  add  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  press 
upon  the  General  that  my  declining  the  request  is  consequent  to 
the  military  orders  subsisting  at  this  post,  and  in  particular  as 
upon  a  similar  construction  to  that  which  I  now  place  upon  those 
orders  Colonel  Gordon,  my  predecessor,  refused  the  request  of 
Colonel  Proctor  in  1791  to  proceed  with  some  Indian  Chiefs  in 
one  of  the  King's  Vessels  to  Sandusky  for  the  purpose  of  negotia- 
tion,— which  proceedings  of  Colonel  Gordon's  met  with  the  entire 
approbation    of   Lord    Dorchester. 

Colonel  Proctor's  request  was  "to  be  permitted  to  charter  a  freight 
"in  one  of  our  vessels  for  such  number  of  Indians  as  may  accompany 
"me  to  Sandusky" — on  Colonel  Gordon's  refusal  the  answer  of  Lord 
Dorchester  is  June  2nd  1791  "the  application  of  Mr.  Proctor  for 
"the  hire  of  one  of  the  King's  vessels  on  Lake  Erie,  has  to  me  an 
"appearance  of  insult,  'tis  impossible  he  could  expect  success.  I  take 
"it  for  granted  you  have  taken  effectual  means  also  to  prevent  his 
"procuring  any  vessel  or  conveyance  whatever  from  an^  of  the  King's 
"subjects  which  Mr.  Butler  mentions  to  have  been  his  intention"  I 
read  the  substance  of  the  tra'nsaction  to  General  Hull  to  evince  to 
67 
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him  that  I  did  not  personally  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his 
mission  but  that  I  follow'd  Instructions  which  I  could  not  misinter- 
pret   as  they  had  already  been  acted  upon. 

At  the  General's  request  I  have  given  to  him  a  copy  of  the 
message  of  the  Western  Indians  to  me,  and  that  of  the  Six  Nations 
with  ray  answers.  He  intimated  to  me  in  conversation,  that  he  had 
understood  the  message  must  have  been  misinterpreted  to  the  Presi- 
dent as  far  as  it  related  to  the  place  of  meeting  which  the  Presi- 
dent understood  to  be  at  the  Olaize;  and  General  Chapin  the  Super- 
intendent whom  he  met  with  on  the  road,  had  informed  him  was 
at  Sandusky.  Upon  our  recurrence  to  the  above  mentioned  Speeches 
He   was   confirmed    that    General    Chapin    was   right   in    his    assertion. 

I  declined  of  course  placing  my  refusal  of  the  request  upon  any 
other  Basis  than  my  obedience  to  the  Military  Orders  of  the  Post, 
and  whenever  in  conversation  any  observations  called  for  animad- 
version, I  took  care  constantly  to  observe,  that  what  I  then  said 
was  matter  of  discourse,  and  that  my  subordinate  situation  prevented 
me  from  entering  into  any  discussion  of  what  was  not  committed 
to  my  discretion.  I  also  mentioned  to  him  in  strong  terms  the 
obligation  which  had  been  imposed  on  our  Posts  of  always  supply- 
ing the  Indians;  that  this  had  originated  from  Sir  AYilliam  John- 
son's recommendation,  on  the  principle  that  we  held  those  For- 
tresses by  their  permission,  and  that  as  I  conceived  that  principle 
had  been  universally  followed  ever  since,  it  would  have  a  strange 
appearance,  should  we  now  deny  the  assistance  so  solemnly  required 
for  the  Indians,  at  the  very  moment  that  they  had  agreed  to  assem- 
ble for  the  purposes  of  Pacification.  I  also  added,  that  prior  to 
Your  Excellency's  intimation  of  the  request  of  the  United  States, 
I  had  by  message  promised  to  comply  with  their  Requisition  for 
provisions. 

The  General  seems  struck  with  that  part  of  my  speech  where  I 
intimated  that  I  have  no  doubt  had  the  United  States  concurred  with 
the  Indians  in  the  request  of  my  presence  the  King  would  have 
permitted  my  compliance;  and  asked  me  whether  in  that  case  I  had 
such  authority,  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  doubt  but  that  you  and 
General  Clarke  might  take  upon  you  such  authority,  that  not  I  but 
you  in  this  case  would  have  been  the  Proper  person  to  have 
attended.  Tho'  I  mentioned  my  having,  prior  to  the  Intimation  of 
Mr.  Hamilton's  request  to  Your  Excellency,  promised  Provisions  to 
the    Western    Indians,    I    assured    Mr.    Hull,    that    that    circumstance 
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"was   of    little   weight,    as   had    it    been    otherwise   I    could    not    have 

admitted   the   request. 

As   I   am    at     this   moment   on    my   departure   to   visit    the    interior 

part   of  the   Country    and   propose   if  possible  to  reach   Detroit  that  I 

may  not  be  obliged  to  do  so  in  the  Spring,  I  have  desired  General  Hull 

i;o  give  to  Your  Excellency  the  copies  of  my  Speeches  to  the  Western 

Indians  &  Six  Nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  regard, 

Dear  Sir 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant 

J.  Graves  Simooe. 
His  Excellency  George  Hammond,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed:    No.  1. 

In  Greneral  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  70. 

.[  Q  62,  p  170  ] 


LIEUT.    GOV.   ALURED   CLARKE  TO   HENRY   DUNDAS. 

[  No.  67.  ]  Quebec  2nd  March  1793. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copy  of  a  Letter  and  sundry  Inolos- 
ures  received  the  23rd  Instant  from  Colonel  Simcoe,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  his  desire  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acquaint  you 
of  his  having  refused  to  comply  with  the  Request  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  be  permitted  to  send  an  Agent  into 
Upper  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  furnishing  provis- 
ions by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  during  the  proposed  Treaty  with  the 
Indians. 

I  agree  with  Colonel  Simcoe  in  the  impolicy  of  sufiEering  a  meas- 
ure of  the  kind  proposed  to  take  place,  and  am  fully  of  opinion 
with  him  that  it  would  risque  the  good  opinion  of  the  Indians  if 
not  entirely  annihilate  the  King's  influence  among  them.  At  the 
same  time  I  am  not  by  any  means  free  from  suspicion  that  it  was 
not  in  contemplation  with  the  States  that  this  should  be  the  Chan- 
nel of  obtaining  supplies  for  their  Military  Establishments  in  that 
Country;   nor  will   it   I   trust  be  construed  a  want   of   charity  to   sup- 
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pose   that   the   change   of   the   place   of    meeting   has   not   arisen   from 
mistake,    but    premeditated    design. 

Mr.  Hammond,  in  giving  encouragement  to  Mr.  Hamilton  that 
arrangements  might  be  made  for  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions 
in  that  quarter,  was  actuated  by  the  best  motives,  the  saving  the 
public  money;  but  on  the  receipt  of  Colonel  Simcoe's  letter  I  doubt 
not  he  will  be  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  rejecting  Mr.  Hamilton  "a 
proposals,  and  which  I  trust  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 
I     have    the   honor   to   be 

With   great   respect,    Sir, 

Your   most   obedient 

and   most   faithful 

humble   servant 

Alured  Clarke. 
The  Rl.  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed:    Quebec  2d  March  1793. 
Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  67, 
R.  4  Jane  1793.    Seven  Enclosoree. 

[  Q  62,  p  142  ] 


DECLARATION    OF    CAPT.    M.    ELLIOT. 

Detroit  5tli  March  1793. 
Capt.  Mathew  Elliott  declares  and  if  required  will  make  oath, 
that  whilst  he  was  at  Pittsburg  in  the  month  of  July  1775  Mr 
John  Gibson  who  had  a  little  time  before  arrived  there  from  Wil- 
liamsburg  in  Virginia  proposed  to  him  to  be  employed  in  raising 
Indians  to  send  to  the  American  Camps  in  order  to  act  against 
the  British  Army ;  at  the  same  time  the  said  John  Gibson  informed 
him  he  had  got  a  Commission  for  so  doing  either  from  the  Com- 
mittee at  Williamsburg  or  the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  but  the  said 
Elliot,  does  not  recollect  which  he  further  declares,  that  he  refused 
so  to  be  employed,  being  then  on  his  way  to  Detroit  to  avail  himself 
of  the  protection  of  the  British  Government.  This  conversation  hap- 
pened about  the  time  that  Lord  Dunmore  was  obliged  to  take  pro- 
tection   on    board    one   of   his   Majesty's   Ships   of   War. 

M.  Elliot. 

Endorsed : 

In  Lt.  Goyemor  Simcoe's  No.  26,  of  the  8d  July  1794.      (S) 

[  Q  280-1,  p  230  J 


ESTIMATE  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  DETROIT  GARRISON.         583 
LIEUT.   GOV.   ALURED   CLARKE  TO   HENRY   DUNDAS. 

[  No.  70.  ]  Quebec  30th  Marcli  1793. 

Sir, 

In  mine  (No  67)  of  the  2nd  Instant  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit 
communications  received  from  Colonel  Simcoe  respecting  the  request 
made  by  the  United  States  to  be  permitted  to  collect  and  furnish 
provisions  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  during  the  proposed  Treaty 
with  the  Indians. 

The  inclosed  (No  1)  copy  of  a  Letter*  of  the  3rd  February  from 
Colonel  Simcoe  to  Mr.  Hammond,  'and  which  I  have  just  received, 
will  inform  you,  that  there  has  since  arrived  at  Niagara  a  General 
Hull  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  charged  with  the  com- 
mission for  procuring  the  supplies  before  mentioned;  The  manner 
in  which  Colonel  Simcoe  has  treated  the  subject  of  this  mission 
appears   to   be   highly    proper. 

The    Inclosures    (No   2   &    3)    contain    the    latest    communications 

received   relative   to   Indian    Affairs. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be   with  great   respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  faithful  humble  Servant 

Alured  Clarke. 
The  Right  Honble.  Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed:    Qaebec  30th  March  1793.  • 

Lt.  Govt.  Ckirke. 
E.  4  Jane.    (Three  Enclosares.)    No.  70. 

[  Q  62,  p  169  J 


estimate   of  sundry  works   on   the   barracks   at   DETROIT,    ORDERED   BY 

LT.    COL.    R.    ENGLAND. 

Quebec  30th  March  179^. 
Estimate  of  Expence  of  sundry  works  and  necessary  repairs  to  the 
officers  &  soldiers  Barracks  in  the  Garrison  of  Detroit  ordered  by 
Lieut  Col.  England  commanding  that  Post,  renewing  two  Platforms, 
making  fourteen  new  Ladders  and  in  various  repairs  to  the  Picket- 
"ting,    officers   Quarters   soldiers   Barracks   &c. 

Carpenters 'S5 — 14 — 6| 

Masons 2—18—9 

Labourers 5 — 10 — 0    

£44_3_3i 

•Pablished  on  page  529. 
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Materials 

one   hundred    forty-five   In    Boards 

one    hundred    and    six    lbs   Nails 

Three   Thousand   Shingles 

Five   thousand   five   hundred    Shingle   Nails 

Fifty    four    Bushels    Lime 

Three   thousand    five   hundred    Bricks 

one   thousand    &   ten    pine   plank 

Eighteen    pair   Hinges 

Forty    panes   glass 

Four   lbs   Putty 

Five   Locks 

Five    hundred    forty    feet   Oak    Scantg. 

Forty    pieces   Ash    Quartg. 

Three    Do   H   by   8   In   24   ft   long   each 

Four   hundred    ninety    vSix    Feet   sq   oak    9   by    10 

Fifty    3   In    Oak    Plank 

Six   hundred    Eighty    feet    pine    Scantg. 

Five   hundred   6   in    Spikes 

Amounting   to  forty  four   Pounds — Three    shillings   tV:  three   pence  h 

currency. 

Benjn.  Fisher 

Capt.  Commg.  Kl.  Engrs. 
Approved, 

Alured  Clarke. 

By  the  Major  General's  Command,  ) 

Frans  LeMaistre,  M.  S.     ) 

Endorsed:    No.  8. 

EBtimat«  of  Repairs  Wanting  to  Otiicers  &  Soldiers  Barracks  at  Detroit,  30  March  1798. 
Amonnt  of  Materials,  f3tJ— 11— 9. 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Clarke's  No.  95,  of  the  25th  Octobr.  1793, 

[  g  66,  p  116  ] 


BENJ.   FISHER   TO   MAJOR   GENERAL  A.    CLARKE. 

Quebec  3rd  May  1703. 
The   very    ruinous   and   defenceless   state  of  almost  all   the   Posts  in 
this   Country    is   I    believe   but   too   well    known   to    Your    Excellency, 
however   in    obedience    to   your    commands   &:    feeling   it   a   duty    par- 
ticularly   incumbent   on    me   at    this     time    to    turn     my     thoughts    to 
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those  objects,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  to  your 
consideration. 

The  works  of  the  Frontier  Posts,  St  Johns  and  Isle  aux  Noix 
(in  the  Lower  Province)  have  been  so  long  neglected  &  are  now 
so  completely  gone  to  decay,  that  nothing  short  of  an  entire 
reestablishment  on  some  new  system,  can  I  apprehend  answer  any 
purpose,  the  same  remark  is  equally  applicable  to  Michilimakinac, 
Fort  Erie,  and  Oswego  in  the  Upper  Province.  With  respect  to 
Detroit  &  Niagara  some  attention  has  from  time  to  time  been  paid 
to  the  Defences  in  those  places,  but  from  the  kind  of  soil  &  the 
perishable  nature  of  the  materials  with  which  the  works  have  been 
constructed  much  will  no  doubt  be  wanting  to  render  them  in  the 
least   respectable. 

But  in  the  reports  of  '25  July,  4  Septr  &  26  December  1792, 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  on  the  subject  of  all  the 
Posts,  in  the  two  Provinces.  I  so  fully  detailed  the  condition  of 
the  works  and  buildings  in  each,  and  at  the  same  time  submitted 
to  your  consideration  what  appeared  to  me  most  essentially  neces- 
sary to  be  done,  with  Estimates  of  the  probable  expense,  that  per- 
haps it  may  not  be  thought  necessary  to  dwell  any  further  on  the 
subject  at  present,  only  remarking  that  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  everything  is  now  in  a  degree  worse  than  at  the  periods  above 
mentioned. 


I   have  the   Honor  to   be   with 
the   greatest   Respect 

Your   Excellency's 

most  obedt  Huml.   Servant 

Benjn.  Fisher. 

His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke, 

Commanding  His  Majesty's  Forces  British  America. 

Endorsed:    Qaebec  3d  May  1793. 

Commanding  Engineer's  Report. 
In  Major  Genl.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas,  No.  95,  of  the  25  Oct.  1793. 

[  Q  66,  p  166  ] 
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EXTRACTS    FROM    LETTERS   OF   JOHN    CRAIGIE,    COMMISSARY    GENERAL. 

To   James   Farquharson    Esqr.    Asst.   Commy.   General   at   Niagara. 

Quebec  6th  May  1793. 
Sir, 

A  certificate  has  been  presented  to  me  signed  by  you,  and 
approved  by  Major  Smith,  dated  the  lUth  April,  for  five  hundred 
Barrels  of  Flour  delivered  into  store  by  Messrs.  Forsyth  &  Co.  on 
account   of    government. 

As  my  letters  to  you  have  signified  that  you  were  to  follow  the 
Instructions  of  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  in  regard  to  the 
receival  of  Flour,  I  should  have  expected  that  the  certificate  should 
have  specified,  the  terms  and  conditions  of  receival  which  were  to 
be  determined  by  His  Excellency,  who  by  His  letter  of  the  14th 
of  the  same  month  does  not  apprize  me  of  any  engagements  entered 
into  in  that  regard  (excepting  some  small  quantities  from  the  Gov- 
ernment Mills)  previous  to  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  14th 
March,  advising  the  new  mode  established  by  the  Treasury  for  fur- 
nishing   Provisions. 

The  certificate  must  therefore  remain  unsettled,  untill  you  transmit 
to  me  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe's  sanction  for  the  receival 
of   the   Flour,    and    the   terms   thereof. 

I  am    Sir   &c 

John  Craigie 

Commy.  General. 


To   Mr.   Thomas    Reynolds 

Assist.   Commissary    at    Detroit. 

Quebec  27th  May  1793. 
8iR, 

A  certificate  has  been  presented  me  signed  by  you,  and  approved 
by  Lieut  Col.  England,  dated  the  2nd  Instant,  for  12,240  pounds 
of  Flour,  delivered  into  store  by  Sundry  Inhabitants  on  account  of 
government. 

As  my  letters  to  you  have  signified  that  you  were  to  follow  the 
instructions  of  His  Excelly.  Colonel  Simcoe  in  regard  to  the  receival 
of  Flour,  I  should  have  expected  that  the  Certificate  should  have 
specified  the  terms  and  conditions  of  receival,  which  were  to  be 
determined    by    His    Excellency,  who   by    his   letter   of   the   14th    April 
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last,    does  not   apprize   me   of   any   engagements    entered   into   in    that 

regard,    previous    to    the    receipt    of    my     letter   of    the   14th    March 

advising   the   new   mode   established    by    the    Treasury    for    furnishing 

provisions. 

The  Certificate  must  therefore  remain  unsettled,   untill  you  transmit 

to   me   His   Excellency  Colonel   Simcoe's   sanction   for  the   receival   of 

the   Flour,    and   the   terms   thereof. 

I   am    Sir  &c. 

John  Craigie 

Commy.  General. 


To   His   Excellency 

Major   General   Clarke 

&ca.    &ca.    &ca. 


Quebec  19th  July  1793. 


biK, 

On  the  subject  of  Brigade  Major  Littlehale's  letter  of  the  4th 
instant  to  Captain  Le  Maistre,  and  the  inclosure  from  Mr.  Farqu- 
harson  dated  the  28th  June,  referred  to  me  by  Your  Excellency  I 
beg  leave  to  state  that  Mr.  Farquharson  was,  by  general  Instructions 
required  to  transmit  information  to  me  in  regard  to  the  quantities  of 
Flour  and  Pease  that  could  be  depended  upon  from  the  settlements 
near  Niagara,  but  that  no  directions  whatever  were  given  to  him 
by  me  for  the  receival  of  any  Flour  or  Pease  beyond  the  supplies 
to  the  1st  October  1793,  which  has  been  already  compleated,  as 
stated   by   him    in   his    December   returns. 

In  January  last,  being  the  season,  when  the  orders  for  the  receival 
of  Flour  had  been  usually  sent  the  Commissaries  at  Kingston,  Niagara* 
and  Detroit  were  informed  that  "Instructions  would  be  handed  to 
"them  from  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  in  regard  to  the  receival 
"of  Flour  for  the  next  supplies."  By  my  letter  of  the  14th  March, 
copy  of  which  is  subjoined,  I  informed  His  Excellency  Colonel  Sim- 
coe, of  the  new  mode  adopted  for  the  supplies  of  provisions.  Distri- 
butions were  also  sent  to  the  several  Commissaries  to  the  same  effect. 
On  the  6th  May,  a  certificate  having  been  presented  to  me  signed  by 
Mr.  Farquharson  and  approved  by  Major  Smith,  dated  the  19th  April, 
for  five  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  delivered  into  store  by  Messrs.  For- 
syth &  Co.     I  wrote  to  Mr.  Farquharson  as  pr.   copy  subjoined,  which 

has  produced  his  letter  to  Colonel  Simcoe  of  the  28tb  June. 
68 
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From  these  circumstances,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  the  actual  current 
market  price  for  any  Flour  received  at  Niagara,  this  year,  unless 
His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe  should  have  authorized  the  receival 
and  sanctioned  the  terms,  but  that,  nevertheless,  if  His  Excellency 
Colonel  Simcoe,  should  think  proper,  or  see  any  grounds  upon  which 
Mr.  Commissary  Farquharson's  engagements  ought  to  be  kept.  The 
Flour  and  Pease  so  engaged  may  be  taken  at  the  real  market  price, 
as  deliveries  under  Mr.  Davison's  agency,  and  to  which  I  am  war- 
ranted to  say,  there  will  be  no  objection  on  his  part. 
I    have   the    honor   to   be 

&c.    &c.   &0. 

John  Craigie 

Commy.  General. 


To   His  Excellency 
Major   General    Clarke 

(fcc.   &c.   &c. 


Quebec  22d  August  1793. 


Sir, 

Your  Excellency  having  in  October  last  desired  Colonel  Simcoe 
Commanding  in  Upper  Canada  to  adopt  such  measures  as  might 
be  expedient  for  obtaining  and  providing  the  quantities  of  Flour 
required  for  His  Majesty's  Forces  at  the  several  Posts  in  that  Prov- 
ince, as  usual,  from  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  adjoining  set- 
tlements  for   the   encouragement   of   the   settlers. 

The  quantities  specified  in  the  annexed  account  had  been  received 
and  engaged  for  under  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe's  sanction, 
previous  to  the  receipt  of  any  advice  that  could  be  given  of  the 
new  mode  directed  by  the  Right  Honorable  The  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  for  furnishing  the  Forces  in  Canada  with 
provisions. 

The  Faith  of  Government  being  thus  pledged  for  the  receival  of 
the  said  Flour,  at  the  terms  agreed  on,  I  beg  leave  to  submit,  as 
the  manner  in  which  I  conceive  this  business  may  be  settled  so  as 
to  interfere  in  the  least  degree  with  the  mode  established  by  the 
Board  of  Treasury,  that  Your  Excellency  will  approve  of  my  calling 
upon    Messrs.    Munro     tt  Bell    acting   for   Mr.    A.    Davison,    the   agent 
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appointed  by  the  Right  Honorable  Board,  to  consider  the  Flour  so 
provided,  as  deliveries  under  Mr.  Davison's  agency,  and  to  pay  for 
the  same,    at  the  prices  agreed  on, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.   &c. 

John  Craigie 

Commy  General. 
Approved,    and    the    Flour    so    received   vizt,    Three   hundred   sixty 
three    Thousand    six    hundred    and    one    pounds,    to    be  settled   for*in 
the   mode   recommended.  Alured  Clarke. 

[  Q  281-1,  p  57  ]  • 

LIEUT.    GOV.    ALURED   CLARKE    TO   HENRY   DUNDAS. 

Quebec  25th  May  1793. 
Sir, 


For  the  conveniency  of  military  command  Upper  and  Lower  Can- 
ada are  considered  as  divided  into  four  Districts;  the  first,  Quebec, 
extends  to  Three  Rivers;  the' second  is  the  District  of  Montreal 
including  William  Henry  &  Chambly,  and  extending  up  the  St 
Lawrence  as  far  as  Coteau  du  Lac;  the  third,  Kingston  and  its 
dependencies  (Carleton  Island  and  Oswegatchie)  and  the  fourth  com- 
monly distinguished  by  the  Upper  Posts  and  which  comprehend 
those  of  Oswego  on  Fort  Ontario,  Niagara,  Detroit  &  Michilimacki- 
nac,  and  except  at  Quebec,  the  officer  eldest  in  rank  who  happens 
to  be  in  either,  in  his  tour  of  duty,  has  hitherto  been  the  command- 
ant of  the  respective  districts,  in  which  the  corps  to  which  he  belongs 
happens  to  be  quartered,  and  he  is  considered  immediately  responsi- 
ble for  the  proper  execution  of  all  military  arrangements  therein,  to 
whom  all  Returns  and  Reports  are  made  and  thro'  him  communicated 
to  Head  Quarters; 


I  have  &c 

Alured  Clarke. 
The  Right  Honble  Henry  Dundas. 


Endorsed:    Quebec  25th  May  1793. 
Lt.  Govr.  Clarke,  No.  72. 
R.  15th  July. 


[  Q  62,  p  199  ] 
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COL.    J.    G.    SIMCOE    TO    MAJ.    GEN.    A.    CLARKE. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Simcoe  to  Major  General  Clarke,  dated 
Navy  Hall,    May  31st  1793 


"  I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  Letter  from  Captain  Le 
Maistre  of  the  25th  of  April,  informing  me  of  the  Declaration  of 
Waf  made  by  the  Persons  exercising  the  Supreme  Power  in  France, 
against   His   Majesty." 

"I  beg  leave  to  return  Your  Excellency  my  most  respectful  thanks 
for  the  confidence  you  are  pleased  to  repose  in  my  Zeal  &  Abili- 
ties, to  adopt  every  measure  that  may  be  condusive  to  the  safety 
of  the  King's  Posts  in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  may  be  necessary 
to   secure   them    from    insult." 

"It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I  am  enabled  at  this  critical  period 
to  submit  to  Your  Excellency  these  opinions  upon  the  actual  situ- 
ation of  the  Country  &  its  principal  Fortresses  which  I  have  now 
formed  from  personal  observation.  During  the  course  of  the  winter 
I  walked  from  the  Grand  River  by  the  route  of  La  Tranche  (or 
Thames)  to  Detroit;  and  I  fully  substantiated  the  great  consequence 
of  this  internal  communication  between  the  countries  which  border 
on  the  Lakes  Ontario  &  St  Clair.  And  for  every  purpose  of  civi- 
lization, command  of  the  Indians,  &  General  Defence,  I  am  decid- 
edly of  Opinion,  that  on  the  contluence  of  the  main  Branches  of 
the  Thames  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  as  soon  as  possible  ought 
to  be  situated.  But,  as  under  the  existing  circumstances  of  this 
Country  I  must  follow  those  events  to  which  I  cannot  give 
direction,  and  reconciles  to  myself  the  want  of  suflBcient  power  by 
"the  best  Application  of  that  which  I  possess;  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion at  present  to  establish  myself  upon  the  Forks  of  the  River 
Thames,  und,  making  all  my  views  of  the  Civil  Administration  of 
the  Province  secondary  to  its  military  preservation  I  shall  content 
myself  with  rendering  the  Road  between  Burlington  Bay  &  the 
River  Thames  (where  It  first  becomes  navigable  for  Batteaux)  suflB- 
oiently  commodious  as  a  military  communication,  if  such  shall  be 
the  necessity,  between  Detroit  and  Niagara.  I  hesitate  not  a  moment 
in  stating  to  Your  Excellency,  that,  circumstanced  as  Detroit  is, 
with  all  the  assistance  which  possibly  can  be  procured  from  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Vicinity,  it  is  not  tenable  against  Assault  if 
attacked    by   3(XX)   men    with    a   due   proportion   of   Field   Pieces." 
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"I  have  in  a  former  letter  expressed  to  Your  Excellency  my 
Ideas  relative  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  equipping  a 
naval  force  at  Presque  Isle;  and  I  have  obtained  from  Your  Excel- 
lency such  Instructions  as  I  presumed  you  will  think  proper  to 
give  me  on  this  head,  But  under  the  present  state  of  affairs  both 
with  respect  to  Europe  and  America  I  must  beg  Your  Excellency's 
precise  Orders  should  the  following  events  unhappily  take  place. 
'I  request  Instruction  what  must  be  the  conduct  of  the  Commanders 
of  the  King's  Garrisons  of  Niagara,  Oswego,  or  Detroit,  in  case  any  of 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  attempt  to  pass  up  the  River 
by  &  within  the  reach  of  the  cannon  of  these  Forts. '  The  inclosed 
extracts  from  the  newspapers  will  inform  Your  Excellency  that  Presqu' 
Isle  is  immediately  to  be  settled  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Provision  is  made  for  its  becoming  an  Arsenal,  Dockyard  &  Fortifi- 
cation   whenever  such  shall     be   required    by    the   United    States." 

"The  Commissioner3  now  at  this  place.  Colonel  Pickering  &  Mr. 
Randolph,  intimated  in  conversation  their  expectation  of  having  a 
fleet  upon  that  Lake.  The  language  in  which  General  Wayne  is 
addressed  avowedly  states  a  disbelief  of  Peace  being  permanently 
effected  between  the  United  States  &  the  American  Indians.  Nor 
does  that  General  in  his  answer  appear  to  wish  it.  The  Persons 
best  informed  of  the  Intentions  of  the  Indians  believe  they  will 
not  recede  from  their  claim  of  the  Ohio  as  their  Boundary,  except 
in  some  trivial  instances;  and  I  cannot  but  suspect  that  the  United 
States  will  recede  in  no  Point  in  what  they  call  their  territorial 
Purchases,  but  will  offer  presents  to  the  Indians  as  a  Commutation 
for  the  Lands  which  they  have  demanded  to  be  restored  to  them. 
Under  this  view  of  circumstances  I  am  anxious  to  possess  myself  of 
some  Post  opposite  to  Presqu'  Isle,  a  station  that  I  have  always 
thought  necessary  as  a  military  arsenal  for  Lake  Erie,  should  I 
find  it  possible  to  effect  it  to  any  good  purpose  with  a  divided 
force  this  Autumn.  Niagara  with  such  additions  as  may  be  made 
to  it   in   a  short    period,    is   capable   of   making   a   tolerable    defence. 

But  at  the  same  time  the  United  States  could  center  a  very  con- 
siderable Force  for  its  attack ;  and  if  they  obtain  a  temporary  command 
of  the  Harbour  by  a  Land  Force  on  the  opposite  shore,  or  by 
Vessels  &  Boats,  it  is  not  tenable  even  against  assault.  It  has 
hitherto  been  the  opinion  of  the  ablest  officers  of  the  States,  that 
the  capture  of  Niagara  would  of  course  cut  off  all  supplies  from 
Detroit   and   Michilimackinac.     The   proposed  communication  with  the 
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River  Thames  will  in  a  considerable  degree  invalidate  this  opinion. 
And  to  further  this  essential  purpose,  I  hold  out  every  encourage- 
ment in  my  power  for  the  speedy  settling  the  interjacent  country; 
as  on  the  other  hand  I  think  it  proper  to  discourage  any  Settle- 
ments on  the  Eastern  Lands  of  Lake  Erie.  But  as  it  cannot  fail 
to  strike  your  Excellency  both  in  a  civil  &  Military  Light  that  the 
safety  of  this  province  should  not  depend  upon  so  feeble  a  Barrier 
as  (comparatively)  the  contemptible  fortress  of  Niagara,  it  is  with 
great  pleasure  that  I  offer  to  you  some  Observation  upon  the  mili- 
tary strength  and  naval  conveniency  of  Toronto  (now  York)  which  I 
propose   immediately   to   occupy. 


"I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  explore  the  coasts  of  Lake  "Erie 
between  Long  Point  and  the  Grand  River  (now  the  Ouze).  But 
somewhere  in  that  neighborhood  I  doubt  not  but  to  find  a  proper 
place  to  secure  the  shipping  of  Lake  Erie  during  the  winter  Season. 
In  regard  to  Detroit,  your  Excellency  is  perfectly  acquainted  that 
there  is  at  present  no  security  for  the  shipping  at  that  Post  from 
any  attempt  that  may  be  made  against  them.  And  I  must  confess 
that  it  will  not  be  without  anxiety  that  I  shall  consider  their  sit- 
uation, and  what  may  be  left  at  Kingston  during  the  course  of 
next  winter,  however  the  present  disputes  between  the  Indians  and 
the   United   States   may   terminate." 

In  regard  to  Lake  Huron  tho'  it  is  not  so  immediate  an  object 
of  attention,  yet  I  consider  it  ultimately  of  the  most  extensive  and 
serious  magnitude.  Altho'  Captain  Mann  in  the  diligent  inquiries 
that  he  submitted  to  Lord  Dorchester  relative  to  the  Lakes  inclines 
to  consider  Matchedash  Bay  and  its  environs  as  universally  shallow; 
I  shall  endeavour  by  a  minute  scrutiny  to  find  out  some  situation 
near  those  shores  that  may  be  proper  for  a  naval  station,  S:  from 
the  Reports  which  have  been  made  to  me  of  late  I  am  not  without 
hopes   of  success." 


"It  appears  to  me  that,  taking  into  consideration  the  State  of  the 
Country,  the  quickest  &  cheapest  mode  of  Defense  and  that  which  would 
be  of  the  most  permanent  utility,  would  be  to  erect  Blockhouses,  or 
Redoubts    of    Stone,     two    stories    in     height;    (the     lower   one    to  be 
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made  Bomb  proof)  and  of  sufficient  Capacity  to  contain  a  hun- 
dred Men  and  Magazines;  that  those  Redoubts  should  have  the  total 
command  with  their  musketry  or  small  cannon  of  such  outworks  as 
might  be  constructed  around  them,  and  which  might  become  neces- 
sary for  Batteries,  Storehouses,  or  other  military  Defences.  In  the 
District  of  Detroit  I  should  propose  one  of  these  Blockhouses  to  be 
made  on  the  Isle  Bois  Blanc,  another  at  Maisonville's  Island;  the 
former  to  command  the  passage  from  Lake  Erie,  the  latter  to  pre- 
serve the  communication  with  the  River  La  Franche,  and  each  to 
serve  as  shelter  to  our  Shipping.  Should  the  Garrison  at  the  Detroit 
be  withdrawn,  it  should  be  placed  at  Chatham,  near  which  should 
be  the  naval  winter  station  of  the  Gallies  or  Gun  Boats  &  occa- 
sionally  of   the   larger   Vessels." 

"Some  such  species  of  Fortification  may  be  proper  at  the  Station 
I  have  intimated  that  I  am  desirous  of  obtaining  at  Lake  Erie. 
And  I  should  not  hesitate,  were  the  Garrison  of  Niagara  to  be 
evacuated,  to  recommend  no  greater  species  of  Fortification  opposite 
that   Fortress,  should    any    works  (which    I   doubt)  be  thought  proper. 


"Considering  therefore  all  the  Garrisons  &  Fortifications  of  Detroit, 
Niagara  &  Oswego,  as  totally  inadequate  to  self-Defenoe  or  general 
Protection,  and  that  they  are  especially  retained  as  Hostages  for  the 
performances  of  an  incomplete  Treaty,  rather  than  from  any  idea  of 
maintaining  dominion  over  them ;  that  they  are  the  anxious  object 
of  jealousy  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States — a  Government 
founded  upon  the  Basis  of  popular  Opinion  and  floating  with  its 
very  Breath !  and  considering,  that  this  popular  opinion  is  guided 
by  the  same  men  &  by  the  same  means  (Newspapers)  which  alien- 
ated their  minds,  and  severed  them  from  the  parent  Country ;  I  can- 
not but  be  seriously  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  an  armed  force  to 
subject  the  Indians,  whom  the  voice  of  popular  opinion  in  the 
States  declares  only  to  exist  as  a  People  from  the  support  they 
receive  from  those  Fortresses  which  Virginia  (powerful,  revengeful, 
unprincipled)  has  already  declared  to  be  retained  in  the  violation  of 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
Victory  establishes  their  arms  at  the  Miamis  &  Sandusky — or  some 
Post  (if  the  officer  commanding  their  Forces  be  intelligent  and  not 
governed  by  names)  still,  nearer  to  Detroit.  Defeated,  Presq'  Isle, 
within   a   few   hours   sail   of   Fort    Erie,    will    be    occupied    in    force. 
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And  when  I  am  to  add  to  this  prospect  of  affairs  an  European 
War,  in  which  the  United  States  have  declared  a  Neutrality,  with 
the  express  Proviso  of  determining  what  they  will  admit  to  be  con- 
traband by  mndeni  usages,  in  which  very  term  (officially  used)  they 
have  acceded  to  the  Principles  of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  Great 
Britain  in  her  late  important  struggle  refused  to  admit,  and  which  she 
has  conceded  to  France  only  under  commercial  stipulations;  and  in 
consequence  that  every  Court  of  British  Judicature,  if  applied  to 
such  individuals  as  shall  have  a  mercantile  Interest  in  the  condem- 
nation of  Prizes  must  decide  the  cause  upon  principles  contrary  to 
modem  usages;  and  above  all  when  it  is  apparent  that  both  the 
antifederal  Party  of  the  United  States,  who  powerful  in  numbers, 
and  active  from  the  Want  of  all  Restraint  of  Morality,  are  the 
avowed  Partizans  of  France,  and  those  men  also  who  are  desirous  of 
supporting  Mr.  Washington  and  the  federal  Government,  however 
characterized,  are  necessarily  united  in  the  apprehension  of  the  loss 
of  Power  and  democratic  command,  should  the  innovators  of  France 
prove  unsuccessful  &  the  United  States  remain  a  solitary  experi- 
ment   of    what    may    prove   an    impracticable   system." 


Endorsed: 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dundas.    No.  88. 


[  Q  65,  p  253  ] 


SUGGE.STIONS   GIVEN   TO   GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE    BY    THE    COMMISSIONERS    OF   THE 

UNITED    STATES. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  making  Peace  with 
the   Western    Indians   beg   leave   to   suggest   to    Governor   Simcoe. 

That  the  very  high  importance  of  the  negotiation  committed  to 
their  management  makes  them  desirous  of  using  every  proper  means 
that    may    contribute   to   its   success. 

That  they  have  observed  with  pleasure  the  disposition  manifested 
by  the  (Jovornor  to  atlord  every  requisite  assistance  in  the  prejiara- 
tory    arrangements   for    holding    the   treaty    with     the    hostile    Indians. 
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But  all  the  facilities  thus  afforded,  and  all  the  expenses  incurred  by 
the  British  Government  on  this  occasion  will  perhaps  be  fruitless, 
unless  some  means  are  used  to  counteract  the  effect  of  deep-rooted 
prejudices  and  unfounded  reports  among  the  Indian  Tribes;  for  the 
Arts  of  a  few  bad  men,  dwelling  among  them,  or  having  a  familiar 
intercourse  with  them,  by  cherishing  those  prejudices,  or  raising  or 
spreading  those  reports,  may  be  sufficient  to  defeat  every  attempt  to 
accomplish  a  peace.  As  an  instance  of  such  unfounded  reports,  the 
Commissioners  have  noticed  the  declaration  of  a  Mohawk  from  Grand 
River — "that  Governor  Simcoe  advised  the  Indians  to  make  Peace; 
"but   not   to   give   up   any    of   their   lands." 

The  Commissioners  further  observe,  that  any  transactions  at  former 
treaties  were  exceptionable,  the  principles  of  the  present  treaty  are 
calculated  to  remove  the  causes  of  complaint;  for  the  views  of  gov- 
ernment are  perfectly  fair,  and  altho'  it  is  impossible  now  to  retrace 
all  the  steps  then  taken,  the  United  States  are  disposed  to  recede 
as  far  as  shall  be  indispensible  and  the  existing  state  of  things 
will   admit — -and   for  the   lands   retained   to    make   ample  compensation. 

The  views  of  the  United  States  being  thus  fair  and  liberal,  the 
Commissioners  wish  to  embrace  every  means  of  making  them  so 
appear  to  the  Indians,  against  any  contrary  suggestions.  Among 
these  means  the  Commissioners  consider  the  presence  of  some  Gen- 
tlemen in  the  Army  to  be  of  consequence.  For  altho'  the  Indians 
naturally  look  up  to  their  Superintendants  as  their  Patrons,  yet  the 
presence  of  some  officers  of  the  Army  will  probably  induce  them 
to  negotiate  with  greater  confidence  on  the  terms  of  Peace.  Inde- 
pendently of  these  considerations,  the  Commissioners  for  their  own 
sakes,  request   the   pleasure   of   their   company. 

The  Commissioners  feeling  the  greatest  solicitude  to  accomplish 
the  object  of  their  mission  will  be  happy  to  receive  from  the  Gov- 
ernor every  information  relating  to  it,  which  his  situation  enables 
him  to  communicate.  He  must  be  aware  that  the  sales  and  settle- 
ments of  the  lands  over  the  Ohio  founded  on  the  Treaties  of  Fort 
Mcintosh,  and  Fort  Harmar,  render  it  impossible  now  to  make  that 
River  the  boundary — The  expression  of  his  opinion  on  this  point 
in    particular   will   give   them    great   satisfaction. 

Navy  Hall,  June  7th  1793. 

[  Q  65,  p  278  J 
6i) 
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REPLY  OF  COL.  J.  G.  SIMCOE   TO   THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF    THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Navy  Hall  June  7th  1793. 

Colonel  Simcoe  commanding  the  King's  Forces  in  Upper  Canada 
has  the  honor  in  answer  to  the  paper  delivered  to  him  this  morn- 
ing by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  making  Peace 
with  the  Western  Indians  to  state  to  those  gentlemen  that,  He  is 
duly  impressed  with  the  serious  importance  of  the  negotiation  com- 
mitted to  their  charge,  and  shall  be  happy  to  contribute  by  every 
means  that  may  tend  to  its  success.  He  is  much  obliged  to  them  for 
the  polite  manner  in  which  they  have  expressed  their  sense  of  his 
readiness  to  afford  them  such  facilities  as  may  have  been  iu  his 
power,  to  assist  in  the  preparatory  arrangement  for  holding  the 
Treaty.  He  is  perfectly  aware  that  unfounded  Reports,  and  deep- 
rooted  prejudices  have  arisen  amongst  the  Indian  Tribes;  but  whether 
from  the  Arts  of  a  few  bad  men  living  among  them,  he  cannot 
pretend  to  say;  but  he  must  observe  upon  the  Instance  given  by 
the  Commissioners  of  one  of  these  unfounded  Reports — "  that  a 
"  Mohawk  from  Grand  River  should  say  that  Governor  Simcoe 
"  advised  the  Indians  to  make  Peace,  but  not  to  give  up  their 
"Lands," — is  of  that  nature,  that  cannot  be  true,  the  Indians  not 
having  as  yet  applied  for  his  advice  on  the  subject; — and  it  being 
a  point  of  all  others  on  which  they  are  the  least  likely  to  consult 
a    British    officer — commanding   in    Upper    Canada. 

Colonel  Simcoe  considers  himself  perfectly  justified  in  admitting 
on  the  requisitions  of  the  Commissioners  Some  officers  to  attend  the 
Treaty  and  therefore  in  addition  to  Gentlemen  appointed  to  con- 
trol the  delivery  of  the  British  provisions  cNjc.  &c.  He  will  desire 
Captain  Bunbury  of  the  ")th  Regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Givens  who 
has  some  knowledge  of  one  of  the  Indian  Language  to  accompany 
the   Commissioners. 

Colonel  Simcoe  can  give  the  Commissioners  no  further  informa- 
tion than  what  is  afforded  by  the  speeches  of  the  Confederate 
Nations,  of  which  General  Hull  had  authentic  copies.  But  as  it 
has  been  ever  since  the  Conquest  of  Canada,  the  principles  of  the 
British  government  to  united  the  American  Indians,  that  all  petty 
jealousies  being  extinguished  the  real  wishes  of  the  several  Tribes 
may  be  fully  «<xpressed ;  and  in  consequence,  all  Treaties  with  them 
may  have  the  most  corapleat  ratification,  and  universal  concurrence, 
so  he  feels  it  proper  to  state  to  the  Commissioners  that  a  Jealousy 
of   a   contrary    conduct    in    the   agents   of   the    United  States  appear  to 
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him    to   have   been   deeply   impressed   upon   the   minds   of  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  making  ) 
Peace  with  the  Western  Indians,  &c.  &c.  &c.  ) 

Endorsed: 

In  Genl.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  88. 

[  Q  65,  p  280  ]  


COL.   J.   G.    SIMCOE   TO   MAJOR    GENERAL   A.    CLARKE. 

Sir,  Navy  Hall  June  9th  1793. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  forwarding  to  Your  Excellency  a  Paper 
delivered  to  me  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Indians,  and   my   answer   to   it. 

I  must  promise  to  Your  Excellency  that  in  all  my  communica- 
tions with  these  Gentlemen,  I  have  strictly  confined  myself  to  my 
military  and  subordinate  capacity,  as  commanding  the  King's  Troops 
in  this  Province,  and  that  on  the  requisition  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  conference  during  which  they  delivered  in  the  enclosed 
Paper,  I  requested  the  attendance  of  Major  Smith  and  Captain 
Bunbury   of   the   5th    Regiment   &   Major  of  Brigade   Littlehales. 

I  have  taken  occasion  to  mention  to  the  Commissioners,  what 
Your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  approve  of  in  my  intercourse  with 
General  Hull,  that  I  totally  considered  my  opinions  to  be  informal 
(unless  expressly  requested)  and  as  meer  matter  of  general  &  con- 
^dential  conversation;  But  that  I  was  at  all  times  ready  to  give  the 
most  explicit  answers  that  my  situation  admitted  of  to  any  such 
question  that  they  might  think  necessary  or  do  me  the  honor  to 
ask    my  opinion  upon. 

I   have   the   honor  to   be   Sir,   Your   Excellency's 

most   obedient   and  very    humble   Servant 
His  Excellency  Major  General  Clarke,  )  J.  G.  Simgoe. 

Commander  in  Chief,  &c.  &c.  &c.  ) 

Endorsed: 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  88. 

[  Q  65,  p  276  ]  


COL.   J.   G.    SIMCOE   TO    MAJOR   GENERAL    A.   CLARKE. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Simcoe  to  Major  General  Clarke,  dated 
Navy  Hall  June  14th  1793. 

"The   Commissioners    for    making    Peace    with    the    United    States 
liave    remained    in    this    House    ever   since   the    17th    of   May.     They 
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are  in  expectation  of  hearing  from  Colonel  MoKee  when  the  Indiaa 
Nations  shall  be  assembled.  All  the  public  conversations  that  I  have 
held  with  these  Gentlemen,  is  detailed  in  the  enclosed  Papers,  to 
which  I  am  to  add  that  upon  my  reading  to  them  Lord  Dorchester's 
Speech  of  the  15th  August  1791  to  the  Deputies  of  the  several 
Nations  and  the  boundary  Line  then  given  to  Your  Excellency, 
they  have  desired  copies  thereof,  particularly  as  it  is  stated  these 
documents  will  be  those  on  which  I  founded  my  answers  to  all  the 
speeches  that  had  hitherto  passed  between  me  &  the  Indian  Americans. 
You  will  perceive,  Sir,  from  the  papers  which  we  have  exchanged 
that  these  Gentlemen  have  much  of  the  low  Craft  which  distinguishes 
and  is  held  for  wisdom  by  People  who  like  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States  naturally  self-opinionated,  have  a  very  trilling  share  of  Educa- 
tion— and  indeed  by  what  I  hear,  their  whole  behaviour  has  been 
of  this  cast,  and  tho'  they  have  been  repeatedly  told  by  the  Indians 
themselves,  that  all  applications  to  individuals,  or  separate  Tribes  i& 
improper  in  itself,  suspicious,  and  which  can  be  of  no  utility  in 
affairs  that  must  be  transacted  in  a  general  Council;  yet,  I  under- 
stand, they  have  been  attempting  to  influence  every  Private  Person 
they  have  held  communication  with,  but  with  so  little  success,  & 
the  result  has  been  so  totally  contradictory  to  their  hopes,  that 
some  days  ago  they  sent  their  Intrepreter  to  Philadelphia  (as  I 
have  reason  to  believe)  to  state  these  particulars,  and  to  require 
fresh  Instructions;  subsequently  to  which  they  desired  an  Interview 
with  me,  and  delivered  in  the  paper  to  which  I  have  alluded ;  but 
I  must  add,  that  in  this  interval,  O'Beal,  the  Corn  Planter  came 
to  this  House;  I  had  a  long  interview  with  him  &  He  expressed 
himself  in  the  strongest  terms  attached  to  His  Majesty,  and  by  no 
means  seemed  inclined  to  quit  on  the  present  occasion,  the  Indian 
Confederacy  to  serve  the  Interests  of  the  United  States.  He  did 
not  even  call  upon  the  Commissioners  altho  they  had  brought  hi& 
son  from  Philadelphia  with  them — this  seems  to  have  given  them 
much  disturbance;  as  they  sent  after  A:  followed  him  to  the  Chip- 
pewa, Mr.  Randolph  told  me  that  if  the  previous  meeting  now 
holding  at  the  Miamis  should  be  conclusive  and  binding  in  the 
General  Council  to  be  held  at  the  Sandusky  that  he  should  think 
it  unnecessary  to  proceed  any  farther.  Since  this  conversation,  the 
Commissioners  have  been  to  l^uffaloe  Creek,  holding  private  Coun- 
cils and  doing  their  utmost  to  seduce  the  Indians,  but  as  it  appears 
from  the  enclosed  copies  [of  speeches,  in  the  opinion  of  Colonel 
Butler,   with    but   little   effect." 
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"Your  Excellency  will  readily  judge  that  it  has  been  contrary  to 
my  inclination  that  such  a  tenor  of  conduct  has  been  held  by  these 
•Gentlemen,  but  I  do  not  see  how  it  was  possible  for  me  to  prevent 
it;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  produce  a  very  con- 
trary effect  from  what  they  wish  or  expect,  by  the  whole  of  their 
proceedings,  by  their  determination  to  give  a  compensation  only,  for 
the  whole  of  the  Lands  whether  Settled  or  Unsettled  and  of  which  the 
Indians  in  the  most  positive  terms  demand  a  restitution  by  the  large 
sum  of  money,  (said  to  be  thirty  thousand  dollars)  which  they  have 
brought  with  them.  It  appears  to  me,  that  there  is  little  proba- 
bility of  effecting  a  Peace,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
Commissioners  do  not  expect  it;  that  General  Wayne  does  not  expect 
it,  and  that  the  mission  of  the  Commissioners  is  in  general  con- 
templated by  the  People  of  the  United  States,  as  necessary  to  adjust 
the  ceremonial  of  the  destruction  and  pre-determined  extirpation  of 
ihe  Indian  Americans.  But  Your  Excellency  will  no  doubt  observe, 
from  the  general  tenor  of  the  conversation  &  conduct  of  the  United 
States,  that  an  alliance  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  turning  them 
against  the  Western  Indians,  and  untimately.  Great  Britain  is  their 
favorite  object.  It  is  therefore  a  fortunate  circumstance  in  my 
Ideas,  that  should  even  the  present  treaty  totally  fail,  as  I  suspect 
it  will,  that  all  the  Indians  have  combined  in  the  request,  that 
Great  Britain  should  furnish  them  with  Provisions,  and  that  the 
iSuperintendants,  Captain  Brandt,  The  Farmer's  Brother,  and  O'Beal, 
the  Corn  Planter,  have  separately  observed,  and  no  doubt  will  dilate 
on  the  kindness  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  this  respect,  and 
on  the  independent  footing  which  by  these  means  the  Indian 
Nations  can  meet  the  Commissioners;  and  I  hope  this  incident 
whatever  may  be  the  events  of  the  Treaty  will  fully  support  His 
Majesty's  Influence  and  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  Indians  so 
necessary   to  the   safety   of   this   Colony." 

E^ndorsed: 

la  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  88. 

[  Q  65,  p  272  ] 


LT.   GOV.   J.   G.    SIMCOE  TO   HENRY   DUNDAS,   SEC'Y. 
[  No.   15.  ] 

Sir,  Navy  Hall,  Niagara,  Upper  Canada,  June  17th  1793. 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  dispatch  of  the  7th  of 
March,  which  I  received  yesterday  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
transmitted   to   Colonel   Beckwith. 
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In  outward  appearance  Sir,  any  attempts  to  force  a  War  in  this' 
quarter  will  become  more,  or  less  probable,  as  the  complection  of 
atfairs  in  Europe  vary  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  or  against  her  inter- 
ests; yet,  I  cannot  hold  but  one  uniform  opinion  of  the  views  of  Mr. 
Washington,  and  the  paper  alluded  to  tho'  exaggerated  as  to  the 
Force  actually  in  existence,  is  to  me  a  conBrmation  of  the  popular 
opinion,  and  the  aims  of  the  Leaders  of  the  United  States  to  support 
popular  prejudices.  In  this  case  it  will  be  extremely  diflScult  so  to- 
manage  as  not  to  lose  the  affections  of  the  Indians  and  yet  not  to 
give  that  pretext  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  in  this  Country,  which  I  am  persuaded 
is  in  the  contemplation  of  their  Leaders  (when  circumstances  shall 
be   ripe)  without   any    regard   to    European    politics. 

I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Wayne  has  descended  the  Ohio  to  Fort 
Washington,  as  this  province  has  more  to  fear  from  the  vicinity  of 
Fort   Pitt. 

I  mean  without  delay  to  take  post  with  the  Queen's  Rangers  atr 
Toronto  (or  York)  and  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  fully- 
expressing   my   sentiments   to   you,  sir,   upon   that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Letter  of 
the  8th  of  last  December  (duplicate)  relative  to  the  proceedings  of 
the   persons   exercising   the   Supreme   authority   in    France. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  enclosing  the  Gazette  of  this  Province, 
containing  my  speech  to  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  upon 
opening  the  second  Session  on  the  31st  of  May,  together  with  their 
several   answers  &c. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  making  peace,  with 
the  American  Indians  are  still  at  Navy  Hall,  but  from  the  general 
tenor  of  their  conversation,  I  presume  they  merely  wait  the  arrival 
of  an  Express  from  Philadelphia  of  which  they  are  in  momentary 
expectation  and  they  will  then  proceed  to  the  accoiiiplishinent  of 
the   object   of   their   mission    to    Lower   Sandusky.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect,    Sir 

Your  most  obedient  Sc  very  Humble  Servant 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 
The  Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas, 

One  of  Hie  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed:    NiaKara  17th  Jane  1793. 
In  Lt.  (ioTr.  Hinicoe.     No.  Ki. 
K.  U  Angast.    One  Inclosnrp. 

(  g  270-1,  p  2:^2  ] 
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LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE   TO   THE   WESTERN   INDIANS. 

Navy  Hall  Jane  22Tid  1798. 
Children  and  Brothers, 

I   have   chearfully    and   readily   to  the  utmost  of  my  power  complied 

with   the   request   of   Your   General   Council   held   at    the    Glaize    the 

last    autumn,    and    that    of   the   Six   Nations   at   Buffaloe   Creek,    who 

transmitted   to   me   the   wishes   of   the   Indian    Confederacy. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

In  order  to  enable  you  to  meet  the  United  States  in  the  ensuing 
Spring,  you  ask  of  me  such  assistance  as  I  knew  that  you  would 
stand  in  need  of,  particularly  Provisions,  "which  your  unsettled  sit- 
"  nation   does   not   allow   you   to   procure   in   your   troubled  country. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

I  have  in  consequence  given  orders  that  you  may  be  amply  supplied 
with  Provisions  to  enable  you  to  prosecute  so  good  a  work,  as  the 
establishment   of   Peace   in   Your   Country. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

My  sentiments  towards  you  are  the  same  as  have  been  expressed 
by  Lord  Dorchester  who  is  the  Great  chief  of  all  the  King  your 
Father's  People  in  British  America,  and  I  repeat  to  you  what  he 
said  to  the  Deputies  of  your  Nations,  two  summers  ago  at  Quebec 
"  I  leave  the  Command  of  this  Country  in  the  hands  of  Major 
"General  Clarke,  who  will  take  the  same  care  of  you,  that  I  have 
"  done,  for  that  is  tl\e  will  of  the  King  our  Master.  His  Benevo- 
"  lence  &  friendship  for  you  are  always  the  same  and  whoever  is  the 
"instrument  of  the  King's  power  in  this  Country:  will  always  ful- 
"  fil  his  intentions."  You  see  therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  Major 
General  Clarke  and  it  is  my  duty  to  show  the  most  cordial  friend- 
ship  &   regard   for   the   Indian   Americans. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

I  received  your  Belt  to  lead  me  to  the  Council  Fire  at  San- 
dusky, I  answered  to  you,  "that  had  the  people  of  the  United 
"  States  concurred  in  the  Invitation,  I  had  but  little  doubt  but  the 
"  benevolence  of  the  King  Your  Father  would  have  permitted  me  to 
"have  gone  into  Your  Country;  But  as  the  United  States  did  not 
think  proper  to  concur  in  the  request,  my  presence  at  Sandusky 
could  have  answered  no  good  purpose.  But  I  have  not  been  unmind- 
ful of  Your  Interest. 
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Children  &:  Brothers, 

You  say,  'We  have  a  reliance  on  our  Father  seeing  justice  done 
"  us — "He  never  deceives  us  and  we  have  always  found  that  we 
"may    conBdentiy   depend    upon    him." 

You  desire  "that  all  Papers,  Maps,  Kecords  &  Treaties  relating  to 
"  the  Indians  may  be  brought  to  Sandusky  "  you  say,  "  that  not 
"  being  in  a  situation  to  keep  or  procure  any  writing  that  may 
"  assert  our  just  claims,  we  rely  on  your  friendship  to  produce 
"  those  made  at  the  Settlement  of  the  Boundary  between  us  and 
"  the  King  our  Father  and  his  people  at  that  time  for  how  other- 
"  wise   can    a   just   accommodation    be   accomplished?" 

Children  &  Brothers, 

You  shew  your  wisdom,  established  on  experience,  when  you  say 
that  your  Father  has  never  deceived  you,  and  that  you  have  always 
found    that   you    may    confidently    depend    upon    him. 

You  may  confidently  depend  upon  the  King  Your  Father;  He 
never  will  deceive  you;  and  so  strongly  is  the  love  of  Truth 
impressed  by  his  Example  and  Orders  on  all  who  are  the  delegates 
of  his  Power  in  this  Country,  that  the  youngest  of  our  chief  war- 
riors would  be  degraded  from  that  character  was  he  capable  of 
deceit   or   Falsehood. 

When  at  Quebec  two  summers  ago  you  told  Lord  Dorchester,  the 
Great  Chief  of  all  the  King  Your  Father's  people  in  this  Country 
"  there  are  people  who  say  the  King  your  Father  when  he  made 
"Peace  with  the  United  States  gave  away  your  Land  to  them." 
What  was  his  answer?  He  said  I  cannot  think  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would  hold  that  Language,  it  must  come 
from    ill-informed    Individuals. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

The  truth  of  this  answer  of  Lord  Dorchester  has  been  fully  con- 
firmed by  Mr.  Washington  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
particularly  by  Colonel  Pickering  one  of  the  present  Commissioners 
who  duly  authorized  by  him  formerly  addressed  the  following  words 
to  the  Five  Nations.  "We  claim  no  Lands  but  what  belong  to  the 
"  Nations  who  sold  to  us;  we  claim  not  a  foot  of  the  Lands  of 
"any  Nations,  with  whom  we  have  yet  held  no  Treaties."  You  see 
therefore  that  what  has  been  told  you  has  been  proved  to  be  Just 
&  true;  The  Documents  Records  iV  Treaties  between  the  British 
Governors — in    former   times   and    your   wise    Forefathers,  of   which    in 
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consequence   of   your   request   authentic   copies  are  now  transmitted  to 
you,   all   establish   the   Freedom    &    Independency   of   Your   Nations. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

These  authentic  Papers  will  prove  that  no  King  of  Great  Britain 
ever  claimed  absolute  power  or  Sovereignty  over  any  of  your  Lands 
or  Territories  that  were  not  fairly  sold  or  bestowed  by  Your  ances- 
tors at  Public  Treaties.  They  will  prove  that  your  natural  Inde- 
pendency has  ever  been  preserved  by  youi  Predecessors,  and  will 
establish  that  the  Rights  resulting  from  such  Independency  have 
been  reciprocally  and  constantly  acknowledged  in  the  Treaties  between 
the  King's  of  France  formerly  possessors  of  parts  of  this  Continent, 
and  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  it  will  appear  that  when  the 
War  in  this  Continent  arose  between  the  French  and  Great  Britain 
which  terminated  in  the  King  Your  Father's  obtaining  possession  of 
Canada,  that  it  commenced  in  consequence  of  the  French  nation 
invading  the  stipulations  by  which  the  Indian  Americans  were 
acknowledged   to   be   Independent. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

I  need  not  remind  you  that  after  'the  Peace  of  1763  the  King 
Your  Father  uniformly  followed  the  Just  conduct  of  his  Predeces- 
sors to  prevent  all  future  encroachments.  The  Treaty  of  Fort  Stan- 
wix  in  1768  was  by  his  direction  made  with  the  several  Indian 
Nations,  by  that  wise  and  Good  Man  your  late  Superintendant  Gen- 
eral Sir  William  Johnson,  at  your  request  I  transmit  you  the 
Boundary   then   agreed  upon,   as   it  was   traced   by   his    own    hands. 

You  see  therefore  that  no  Interpretation  of  the  Boundary  Line 
settled  between  the  King  Your  Father  &  the  United  States,  can 
have  the  shadow  of  pretext  to  consider  your  Independency  as 
injured,  or  that  your  Territories  were  bargained  away  as  the  price 
of  peace. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

You  have  been  told  by  Lord  Dorchester  "that  the  King's  rights 
*'  with  respect  to  Your  Territory  were  against  the  Nations  of  Europe" 
these   he   resigned   to   the   States. 

The  chief  rights  which  the  King  Your  Father  resigned  were,  the 
power  of  establishing  British  Colonies  beyond  the  Line  of  Separation 
agreed  on  in  the  Treaty,  should  your  nations  even  be  disposed  to 
sell  or  bestow  upon  him  Lands  for  that  purpose.  This  Power  by 
the  Treaty  he  totally  restricted  himself  from  Exercising. 
70 
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Children  k  Brothers, 

I  have  directed  your  Superintendants  as  you  desired  to  attend 
your  Council,  and  to  aid  you  in  whatever  matters  you  shall  require 
their   assistance. 

Children  &  Brothers, 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  Peace  between  you  &  the  United 
States,  I  have  directed  the  officers  of  the  King's  Ships  to  assist 
their  Commissioners  in  their  passage  to  Sandusky  and  I  have 
afforded  them  every  convenience  in  my  power  to  exemplify  the 
true  desire  that  I  have  to  contribute  to  so  desirable  a  purpose  as  the 
general  Tranquility. 

Children  ct  Brothers, 

I  most  heartily  pray  the  Almighty  being,  the  common  Father  of  all 
Mankind,  to  give  Wisdom  &  Union  to  your  Councils,  and  I  most  fer- 
vently hope  that  Peace  may  be  established  on  such  just  and  per- 
manent Foundations  as  may  be  for  the  common  Interests  and  general 
Benefit   of   all    the   People   on    this   Continent. 

J.   G.   SiMCOE, 

.  Lt.  Govr.  of  Upper  Canada. 

Endorsed:    10. 

In  G^eneral  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  85<. 

[  Q  65,  p  301  ] 


LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE   TO    MAJOR    JOHN    BUTLER    AND    COL.    A.    MC  KEE. 

Navy  Hall  June  22d  1793. 
Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  General  wishes  of  the  Indian  American 
Nations,  over  whom,  you  have  for  so  many  years  exercised  the  office 
of  Deputy  Superintendants,  with  so  much  zeal  in  the  service  of 
your  King,  and  Country,  and  so  much  honor  to  yourselves,  I  hereby 
direct  and  authorize  you,  to  attend  at  the  meeting  proposed  to  be 
held  between  these  Nations,  and  the  United  States  of  North  Amer- 
ica  at    Lower   Sandusky. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  to  whom  the  desire  of  the 
Indian  Americans  has  been  communicated,  that  you  should  be  present 
at  the  proposed  meeting  at  Lower  Sandusky,  has  acquiesed  in  the 
propriety  of  the  Recjuisition ;  which  acquiescence  effectually  protects 
you  from  the  imputation  of  being  Intruders,  or  of  being  actuated 
by   any    unfair   or   improper   motives   in    giving   your  attendance. 
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My  Speeches  to  the  Indian  Nations  will  have  clearly  explained 
to  you,  that  you  are  not  to  consider  yourselves  in  the  Light  of 
Mediators  between  the  contending  parties.  The  Duty  of  your  Mis- 
sion is  solely  in  answer  to  the  Request  of  the  Indian  Americans  to 
explain  to  those  Nations  faithfully,  the  nature,  and  tendency  of  the 
offers  of  the  United  States,  to  illustrate  the  Treaties,  Documents  & 
Maps  herewith  transmitted,  and  to  exert  your  ascendency  over  the 
Indians  in  inclining  them  to  accede  to  those  offers,  if  they  be  con- 
sistent with  their  safety,  and  benefit,  or  to  reject  them  if  they  seem 
likely   to   prove   injurious   to   their   real   Interests. 

In  the  exercise  of  this  great  &  important  trust,  I  hope  it  is 
needless  to  recommend  to  you,  the  utmost  caution,  and  circumspec- 
tion; you  must  be  aware,  that  you  will  be  narrowly  watched,  and  in 
proportion  as  the  offers  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States 
may  be  unreasonable,  or  unavailing,  they  will  be  solicitous  to  dis- 
cover anything  in  your  Language  or  Conduct  that  may  impress  the 
People  of  the  States  with  the  belief  that  it  is  not  the  injustice  of 
the  Federal  Government  or  the  obstinacy  of  the  American  Indians 
but  the  Interposition  of  the  British  Agents  which  has  prevented  the 
Restoration   of   Peace. 

I  recommend  therefore  Gentlemen  that  your  conduct  be  not  only 
circumspect  in  general,  that  your  advice  be  given  as  has  been  usual 
in  your  Department,  privately  to  some  of  the  Chieftans,  or  that  your 
Disapprobation  of  it  if  it  shall  be  necessar^y  to  have  a  general  meeting 
be  expressed  rather  by  silence,  if  that  may  be  effectual,  than  by  words;, 
but  that  you  in  general  shelter  yourselves  from  all  Intercourse  with 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  by  some  ceremonious  system, 
and  I  presume  this  may  easily  be  done,  after  some  general  civilities, 
by  declining  any  further  meeting,  on  the  reasonable  grounds,  that 
the  Indians  may  be  Jealous,  and  by  entrusting  any  business  that 
may  happen  to  arise  between  you  and  the  Commissioners  to  Lieut 
Selby,  or  Captain  Bunbury,  who  at  the  request  of  those  Gentlemen 
with  Lieutenant  Givens  accompany  them  to  the  Council.  But  in 
thus  wishing  to  guard  you  against  any  communications  with  the 
Commissioners  that  may  lead  to  unnecessary  discussions,  or  that  may 
give  any  cause  for  that  misrepresentation  which  I  am  persuaded  it 
is  fit  you  should  avoid  with  the  utmost  caution,  I  am  anxious  that 
you  shew  to  these  Gentlemen  every  civility  that  may  be  in  your 
power,  and  manifest  upon  all  occasions,  that  kindness  &  urbanity, 
■which  it  is  with  great  pleasure,  I  have  experienced  to  be  natural 
to   your   Tempers   &   Inclinations. 
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But  above  all  tho'  I  aiu  not  inclined  to  believe  Rumours,  nor  do 
I  know  from  the  Commissioners  what  may  be  the  Ultimatum  of 
their  offers;  I  most  earnestly  entreat,  and  recommend  by  every  thing 
that  can  be  estimable  to  men  of  your  characters,  and  who  are  vested 
with  so  solemn  a  trust;  that  in  case  the  Indian  Americans  should 
refuse  the  offers  of  the  Commissioners,  &  the  Congress  should  break 
up  with  mutual  dissatisfaction  (that  you  prevent  and  if  possible 
foresee)  any  injury  or  insult  that  might  be  offered  to  the  persons 
of  the  Commissioners;  and  that  you  exert  all  your  power  and  influence 
"to  this  effect  in  a  far  greater  degree  than  you  would  do,  should  I 
have   been   at   the   Council,   for   my   personal    Protection    &   safety. 

The  Commissioners  from  what  they  have  learned,  have  expressed 
apprehensions  on  this  subject,  and  I  am  sure,  I  need  not  dilate, 
with  what  horror  any  sinister  event  that  should  happen  to  these 
gentlemen  would  be  received  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord 
Dorchester,   the   British    Nation,   or   our   most    excellent   Sovereign. 

It  will  give  me  the  most  entire  satisfaction  to  learn  that  such 
principles  of  moderation  and  Justice  shall  prevail,  between  the  oon- 
iending  parties,  as  that  a  safe  &  solid  Peace  may  be  established 
among  them,  and  that  the  Indian  Americans  may  in  all  events,  be 
sensible  of  the  Bounty  of  the  King  their  Father,  and  remain  inviol- 
ably attached  to  his  Subjects  and  Government 
I  am  Gentlemen,    with    great   Regard 

your   most   obedient   and  very  faithful  Servant 

J.   G.   SiMCOE, 
Lt.  Governor  of  Upper  Canada. 
John  Butler  &  Alexander  McKee,  Esqrs. 

Endorsed: 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dondaa.    No.  88. 

[  Q  65.  p  307  ] 


PETITION  OF   THE   MERCHANTS   AT   DETROIT   TO   ERECT   A   WHARF. 

Committee  of   Council.     At   the  Council  Chamber.   Navy   Hall,  in    the 
County    of   Lincoln,   June   22,    1793. 

Present 

Honble   \Vm.   Osgoode  Chief   Justice,   Chairman. 
The   Honble   Alexr   Grant 
The    Honble   James    Baby. 
The   Honble    Peter   Russell. 
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Henry  Hay — Petition  for  5000  acres  of  Land  on  the  River  La. 
Franche,  to  be  granted  to  his  mother  and  Family  widow  of  the  late 
Governor   Hay    of   Detroit,  and   a   reduced    Field    officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  this  petition  be  granted  &  that  the 
Surveyor  General  be  directed  to  make  a  Return  of  Survey  of  the 
premisses,   agreeable   to   the   form    of   the   petition. 

Wm.   &  David  Robinson   George   Leith    &   Co  Merchants  at  Detroit. 

Petition  praying  a  permission  to  erect  a  wharf  opposite  the  Town 
of   Detroit   at   the    landing   of   the   east   gate. 

Ordered.     That   the   same   be   referred   to   His   Excellency. 

James  Allen  of  Detroit — Petition  praying  for  a  grant  of  Land 
Lots   5   &   6   on    the   east   side   of   the   River   La   Peche. 

Ordered  That  the  same  be  granted,  provided  it  is  not  located,  but 
to  be   referred   to   the   Land   Board. 


[  Q  282-1,  p  815  ] 


MAJ.    GEN.    A.    CLARKE   TO   COL.    J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

Extract   of   a   Letter   from    General    Clarke    to    Colonel   Simcoe    dated 
Quebec  24th  June  1793. 


"Your  Excellency  will  herewith  receive  copy  of  my  letter  of  the 
2nd  February  to  Mr.  Dundas  inclosing  yours  of  the  25th  November 
relative  to  the  equipment  of  a  Naval  Force  at  Presq'  Isle  by  the 
United  States,  by  which  you  will  perceive  I  have  requested  partic- 
ular orders  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  Lakes  by  the  subjects 
of  the  American  States,  and  which  I  consider  to  involve  the  ques- 
tion on  which  you  have  now  desired  Instructions,  vizt  "What  must 
be  the  conduct  of  the  Commanders  of  the  King's  Garrisons  of  Niagara, 
Oswego,  or  Detroit  in  case  any  of  the  Vessels  of  the  United  States 
attempt  to  pass  up  the  River  by  &  within  reach  of  the  Forts?" 
The  subject  being  thus  under  the  consideration  of  the  King's  Min- 
isters and  having  already  stated  my  opinion  that  any  other  Instruc- 
tions  than   those    given    by    Lord    Dorchester   and    approved   at   home 
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might  be  deemed  improper,  I  feel  it  a  matter  of  duty  &  necessity 
io  defer  giving  any  precise  orders  on  this  head  not  doubting  that 
■a  speedy  answer  to  my  letter  will  relieve  us  both  from  our  present 
anxiety,  and  trusting  at  the  same  time  that  the  event  anticipated  will 
not  happen,  should  it  however  unfortunately  take  place,  much  must 
depend  upon  discretion  guided  by  the  circumstances  of  the  moment 
<&  should  any  thing  appear  threatening  hostility,  or  that  might  in 
the  most  distant  degree  endanger  the  security  of  the  King's  Posts, 
I  can  have  no  hesitation  to  say  that  if  after  being  warned  to  with- 
draw, they  should  persevere  in  a  contrary  conduct,  compulsory  meas- 
ures should    be   adopted   to   force    a   compliance." 


Kodoreed: 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  88. 

[  Q  05,  p  269  ] 


COL.   A.   MC  KEE   TO   LIEUT.    GOV.   .7.   G.    SIMCOE. 

Foot  of  the  Rapids,  Miamis,  June  29th  1793. 
Sir, 

Since  my  letters  to  Your  Excellency  of  the  11th  &  12th  Instant, 
large  parties  of  different  Nations  of  Indians  have  collected  at  this 
Place,   those  from  distarii  quarters  being  nearly  1000. 

The  chiefs  of  the  different  Nations  have  expressed  an  anxious 
desire  to  send  a  Deputation  to  Niagara  in  order  to  have  some 
explanation  from  the  Commissioners  concerning  the  extent  of  their 
authority,  and  also  to  conduct  them  to  Sandusky,  should  there  be 
no  impediment  that  should  render  this  meeting  migratory.  It  is  on 
this  account  that  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  detaining  Lieut  Selby, 
that  he  may  accompany  them,  and  give  your  Excellency  the  latest 
intelligence  of  the  transactions  of  this  place.  I  had  some  thoughts 
-of  detaining  this  vessel  which  called  here  for  the  purpose  of  for- 
warding the  Deputies,  but  Lt  Colonel  England  has  mentioned  to  me 
Your  Excellency's  anxiety  for  the  return  of  the  Chippewa,  I  have 
therefore  given  her  all  possible  dispatch,  cV:  shall  send  an  Express 
to  Colonel  England  this  day  to  request  that  the  Felicity  or  any 
other  vessel  may  be  sent  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible  to  bring 
some  Provisions,   and  carry    them  d(jwn. 
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I  foresee   that   the   great  corisumption  of  Provisions  required  for  the 

treaty  will  be  at  this  place,   on  account  of  the  very  great  delay  in  the 

meeting  of  the  Indians,   and  their  remaining   so  long  on    this  Ground. 

I   hope   however   that   the  original  requisition  added   to  what  has  been 

already   received   may    answer   the   demand;    Your    Excellency   may    be 

assured   at   least   that   no   unnecessary    expenditure   will   be   made  by 

Your   Excellency's 

most   obedient   and 

Most   faithful   servant 

A.  McKee. 

Indians  from  the  Glaize  this  day  still  report  and  it  is  generally 
credited,  that  the  Army  of  the  United  States  have  a  large  encamp- 
ment near  Fort  Jefferson.  I  shall  be  more  particularly  informed  in 
a   few   days. 

Endorsed: 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dnndas.    No.  88. 
His  Excellency  Lt.  Governor  jjimcoe. 

[  Q  65,  p  297  ] 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE   TO    LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.   SIMCOE. 

Foot  of  the  Rapids  Miamis  July  1st  1793. 
Sir, 

The  Deputies  who  accompany  this  are  duly  authorized  on  behalf 
of  the  General  Indian  Confederacy  to  speak  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  States  in  the  presence  of  Your  Excellency,  they  see, 
with  concern  large  bodies  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States  still 
carrying  on  establishments  in  their  Country — even  as  far  as  Fort 
Jefferson,  the  demolition  of  which  together  with  all  the  Forts  on 
this  side  of  the  Ohio,  and  that  River  for  a  boundary  for  ever 
between  the  contending  parties  were  the  Preliminaries  on  which  the 
Confederacy  consented  to  meet  the  Commissioners  in  order  to  effect 
a   general   and   cordial   pacification. 

From  the  general  union  of  sentiments  throughout  all  the  Nations 
it  appears  most  evident  to  me,  that  the  Indians  have  made  a  reso- 
lution not  to  make  peace  on  any  other  terms,  and  should  the  Com- 
missioners come  to  Sandusky  without  being  fully  authorized  to  con- 
clude a  treaty  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  their  message  sent  last 
Fall,  I  venture  to  assure  Your  Excellency  that  no  good  will  result 
from    it,   and    I   feel    it    a    duty    to    express    my    fears    that    it    may 
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irritate,   and   intiame   some   of   the   nations   to   violence — which   neither 

advice   nor   the   fear   of   consequences    will    be   able   to   restrain. 

Mr.   Talbot   is    just  arrived  with  Your  Excellencys  dispatches  which 

I    have    no    opportunity    at    present    to    answer   as   the    Deputies   are 

just   ready    to   go   down   to   the    vessel,   and    the  importance    of    their 

mission    requires   all    possible   dispatch. 

I    have   the    honor   to    be    with 

Great   respect 

Your   Excellency's 

faithful   and    most 

obedient   servant 

A.  McKee. 
His  Excellency  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 

Endoreed:    9. 

In  Geol.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  88. 

[  Q  Go,  p  299  ] 


MINUTES    OF    A    COUNXIL. 

Minutes   of   a   Council   assembled    &    holden     at    Free    Masons    Hall, 

Niagara,   Sunday    the   7th    of   July,   at   the   request   of   a    Deputation 

of   Indians   from    the    western    Confederacy. 
Present 

His    Excellency    Colonel    Simcoe,    commanding    the    King's    Troops 
in    Upper   Canada. 

Major     Smith,     oth     Regiment,     Commandant    of    the    Garrison     of 
Niagara. 

Captain    Shank,   Queen's    Rangers,   Commanding   at   Queenstown. 

Captain    Glasgow,   Royal    Artillery. 

Major   of    Brigade    Littlehales. 

Lieutenant   Talbot  24th    Regiment. 

also 
several    Officers   of     the     Troops    ifc    Departments,   some   of     the    mem- 
bers  of  the    Executive  &  Legi8lati\e  Council  and  House  of  Assembly, 
Magistrates    Sc    respectable    Inhabitants   of   the    Province,   &c. 

Captain    Joseph    Brandt   A:    about    fifty    Indians. 

Joseph    Brandt   spoke    in    the   name   of   the    Deputation. 
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Brothers, 

It  being  agreed  at  the  Kapids  that  we  should  come  &  meet  the 
Commissioners  in  our  Father's  presence:  We  return  thanks  to  the 
Great   Spirit   for   seeing   Your   Excellency   well   this   day. 

Our  intention  &  business  is  peaceable  and  our  inclination  is  to 
do  what  is  right  &  just.  We  are  all  of  one  mind  &  wished  Your 
Excellency   to   be   present. 

A   Belt   of  Wampum   delivered. 

His  Excellency  in  reply  said,  He  was  happy  to  see  them  well, 
and  that  as  the  Commissioners  had  expressed  their  wishes  to  meet 
the  Indians  in  his  presence  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  they 
had   to  say. 

The   Belt   returned. 

The  Commissioners  from  the  United  States  then  entered  the  Hall 
&  took  their  seats  next  to  His  Excellency   viz: — 

General   Lincoln 

General   Randolph 

Colonel   Pickering 
attended   by  their  Secretary  Mr.   Storer  &  several  Interpreters. 

Joseph   Brandt   spoke. 

With  a  wide  Belt  of  White  Wampum  mixed  with  some  Purple  & 
several   strings   of   White   Wampum. 

Brothers, 

We  have  met  to-day  the  English  &  Bostoniaus  we  are  happy  to 
see   them   together,  and   think   it   is   by   divine  appointment. 

Brothers  of  the  United  States,  We  informed  You  the  other  day 
at  Fort  Erie,  that  we  would  at  a  fature  period  acquaint  you  with 
the  reasons,  why  the  Indians  did  not  meet  at  the  time  &  place 
appointed,  their  Reasons  were,  that  the  appearance  of  so  many  armed 
men,  so  far  advanced  into  their  Country,  was  the  cause  of  delay, 
and   their   uneasiness. 

Brothers, 

We  have  told  you  one  reason  &  we  now  come  down  to  ask  you 
the  Reason  of  those  Warlike  appearances  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States? 

Brothers, 

The   Indians     whom    you   see    here    now,    are    sent    by    the    Great 

People   who   are   assembled   to   the  Westward,  and    who    own    all    the 

71 
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country    adjacent   to,  and   on   this   side   of   the   Ohio — they   are    all   of 
one   mind   &   one   man. 

Brothers, 

We  have  come  to  speak  to  you  on  this  subject  of  warlike  appear- 
ances, which  has  occasioned  the  delay  of  our  meeting.  We  still 
lock   for   a   meeting.     But    we    wish    to    know    however,    if    you    are 

authorized    to    establish    a    Boundary    between    us    and     the     United 

States? 

Brothers, 

We  wish  you  would  deliberately  think  of  what  we  say.  We  speak 
in  the  presence  of  Gcd — if  we  are  wronged  the  Good  Spirit  will 
assist   us. 

A   Belt   of  Wampum    &    Strings   of  Wampum. 

General    Lincoln   spoke   in   reply. 

Brothers, 

We   have   listened   with    attention'  to   what   you    have    observed,    we. 
will    take   it   into   our   serious   conbideration,   and   give   you   an   answer 
to-morrow. 
Joseph    Brandt   spoke. 

Brothers, 

We  thank  you  for  the  reply  you  have  made,  that)  you  will  give 
us  an  answer  to-morrow.  So  we  cover  up  the  Council  Fire  for  the 
present. 


Minutes   of   the   Council   continued. 

Free  Masons'  Hall,  Monday  July  8th  1793. 
Present. 

His   Excellency    Colonel    Simcoe,    dec.    &c.    and    the    Commissioners 

for   the   United   States,   <tc. 

Colonel    lackering,   one   of    the    Commissioners    read    the    following 


itia'' 


speech  (with!  a   large    Belt    tt    Strings   of   Wampum). 

Niagara  8th  July  1793. 

"The   answer   of   the   Commissioners   of   the    United    States  to    the 

"  Speech    delivered   yesterday    by    Captain    Brandt,    in    behalf  of    the 
"Western    Indians." 

Brothehk, 

"  By   appointment   of  the   Great    Spirit    we   are   again  met  together, 
"  we    hope   he    will    assist    us   on    both    sides,   to   see,    and    to   do    what 
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"is  right.     It   gives   us   pleasure   that  this  meeting  is  in  the  presence 
"of  our   Brothers   the   English." 

Brothers, 

"Yesterday,  according  to  your  promise  at  Fort  Erie,  you  told  us 
"  the  reason  why  the  Nations,  whom  you  represent,  had  delayed 
"  assembling  at  th^  time  and  place  appointed  for  meeting  us — it  was 
"  because   there   was  so   much   of   appearance   of  War  in  that  Quarter. 

Brothers, 

"You   requested   an   explanation   of   those   warlike   appearances." 

Brothers, 

"You  told  us  that  the  People  whom  we  saw  here,  were  sent  to 
"  represent  the  Indian  Nations,  who  own  the  Lands,  on  the  north- 
"  ern  side  of  the  Ohio,  as  their  common  property  and  who  are  all 
"of   one   mind   and   heart." 

Brothers, 

"You  said  you  had  two  reasons  for  coming  to  speak  to  us  here: 
"  one,  that  our  Warriors  being  in  your  neighborhood  had  prevented 
"  your  meeting  at  the  appointed  place.  The  other,  to  be  informed 
"  whether  we  are  properly  authorized  to  run  &  establish  a  new 
"  boundary  line  between  the  Lands  of  the  United  States,  &  of  the 
"  Indian  Nations — You  added  that  you  are  still  desirous  of  meeting 
"us  at   the   appointed   place. 

Brothers, 

"You  desire  that  we  would  deliberate  well  on  this  business,  You 
"  declared  that  you  spoke  your  sentiments  in  sincerity,  considering 
"  yourselves  in  the  presence  of  God,  from  whom  in  time  of  danger 
"  you   expect   assistance. 

Brothers, 

"  We  have  repeated  your  Speech  as  we  understood  it  from  the 
"  Interpretation:  We  hope  that  we  have  not  mistaken  your   meaning." 

Brothers, 

"Now   listen   to   our   answer   in   behalf  of   the   United    States." 

Brothers, 

"You  have  mentioned  two  objects  of  your  coming  to  meet  us  at 
"  this  place;  one  to  obtain  an  explanation  of  the  warlike  appear- 
"  ances  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  on  the  northern  side  of 
"the  Ohio;  The  other  to  learn  whether  we  have  authority  to  run 
"  and   establish    a   new  boundary  Line  between  your  Lands  and  ours." 
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Brothers, 

"On  the  first  point  we  cannot  but  express  extreme  regret  that 
"  any  Reports  of  Warlike  appearances  on  the  part  of  the  United 
"  States   should   have   delayed   our   meeting   together   at   Sandusky." 

Brothers, 

"We  were  deputed  by  the  Great  Chief,  &  the.  Great  Council  of 
"  the  United  States  to  treat  with  you  of  Peace;  and  is  it  possible 
"  that  the  Great  Chief  eV  his  Great  Council  could  order  their  War- 
"  riors  to  make  fresh  War,  while  we  were  sitting  around  the  same 
"  fire  with  you  to  make  Peace?  And  is  it  possible  that  our  Great 
"  Chief  ct  his  Council  could  act  so  deceitfully  towards  us,  their  Com- 
"  missioners,  as  well  as  towards  you?  Brothers — we  think  it  is  not 
"  possible — but  we  will  quit  arguments  and  come  to  facts. 

Brothers, 

"We  assure  you  that  our  Great  Chief  General  Washington  has 
"  strictly  forbidden  all  hostilities  against  you  until  the  event  of  the 
"  proposed  Treaty  at  Sandusky  shall  be  known.  Here  is  the  Proc- 
"  lamation  of  his  Head  Warrior  General  Wayne,  to  that  effect.  But 
"  Brothers  our  Great  Chief  is  so  sincere  in  his  professions  for  Peace, 
"  and  so  desirous  of  preventing  everything  which  could  obstruct  the 
"  Treaty  and  prolong  the  War;  that  besides  giving  those  orders  to 
"  his  Head  Warrior,  he  has  informed  the  Governors  of  the  several 
"  States,  adjoining  the  Ohio,  of  the  Treaty  proposed  to  be  held  at 
"  Sandusky,  and  desired  them  to  unite  their  power  with  his  to  pre- 
"  vent  any  hostile  attempts  against  the  Indians  North  of  the  Ohio, 
"  until  the  result  of  the  Treaty  is  made  known.  Those  Governors 
"  have  accordingly  issued  their  orders,  strictly  forbidding  all  such 
"  hostilities.  The  Proclamation  of  the  Governors  of  Virginia  and 
"Pennsylvania  we  have  here   in    our   liands. " 

Brothers, 

"If  after  all  these  precautions  of  our  Great  Chief,  any  hostilities 
"  should  be  committed  North  of  the  Ohio,  they  must  proceed  from 
"  a  few  disorderly  People  whom  no  considerations  of  Justice  or 
"  public  good  can  restrain — We  hope  and  believe  that  none  such 
"  will   be   found." 

Brothers, 

"After  these  explanations  we  hope  you  will  possess  your  minds  in 
"  peace — relying  on  the  good  faith  of  the  United  States — that  no 
"injury    is   to    be   apprehended    by   you   during   the   Treaty." 
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Brothers, 

"We  now  come  to  the  second  point  whether  we  are  author- 
"  ized  to  run,  and  establish  a  new  boundary  line  between  Your 
"  Lands   &   ours." 

Brothers, 

"We  answer  explicitly  that  we  have  that  authority — Where  this 
"  line  should  run  will  be  the  great  subject  of  discussion  between 
"you  &  us  at  the  Treaty;  and  we  sincerely  hope,  and  expect  that 
"  it  may  then  be  fixed  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties.  Doubt- 
"  less  some  concessions  must  be  made  on  both  sides.  In  all  dis- 
"  putes  &  quarrels  both  parties  usually  take  some  wrong  steps,  so 
"  that  'tis  only  by  mutual  concessions  that  a  true  reconciliation  can 
"  be   efPected." 

Brothers, 

"We  wish  you  to  understand  us  clearly  on  this  head;  for  we 
"  mean  that  all  our  proceedings  should  be  marked  with  candor.  We 
"  therefore  repeat  &  say  explicitly  that  some  concessions  will  be 
"  necessary  on  your  part  as  well  as  on  ours,  in  order  to  establish  a 
"just   &   permanent   peace." 

Brothers, 

"After  the  great  point  of  the  Boundary  shall  be  fully  considered 
"  at  the  Treaty,  we  shall  know  what  concessions  &  stipulations  it 
"  will  be  proper  to  make  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  we 
"  trust  they  will  be  such  as  the  world  will  pronounce  reasonable  & 
"just," 

Brothers, 

"You  have  told  us  that  you  represent  the  nations  of  the  Indians, 
"  who  own  the  Lands,  North  of  the  Ohio,  and  whose  Chiefs  are  now 
"assembled   at   the   Kapids   of   the   Miamis. " 

Brothers, 

"  It  would  be  a  satisfaction  to  us  to  be  informed  of  the  Names 
"  of  those  Nations,  ^and  of  the  numbers  of  chiefs  of  each  so  assem- 
"bled." 

Brothers, 

"We  once  more  turn  our  eyes  to  your  representation  of  the 
"  Warlike  appearances  in  your  country,  and  to  give  yoa  complete 
"satisfaction  on  this  point,  we  now  assure  you,  that,  as  soon  as  our 
"  Councils  are  ended,  we  will  send  a  messenger  on  horseback  to  the 
"  Great    Chief    of    the    United    States    to     desire    him    to    renew    & 
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"  strongly  repeat  his  orders  to  his  Head  Warrior,  not  only  to 
"abstain  from  all  hostilities  against  you;  but  to  remain  quietly  at 
"his    Posts   till    the   event    of   the   Treaty    shall    be   known."' 

"The  above  Speech  &  Belt  of  Wampum  and  Strings  were  then 
"  delivered   to    Captain    Joseph    Brandt 

"The  Indians  then  communed  among  themselves.  Cats-Eyes  a 
"  Shawanoe   Chief   arose     iV:    spoke. 

Brothers, 

"Bostonians  attend!  We  have  heard  your  words  &  our  Fathers* 
"  the  English  have  also  heard  them.  We  thank  God,  he  has  pre- 
"  served  you  till  now,  to  bring  our  Pipes  together.  The  People  of 
"  the  different  Nations  who  have  heard  you  this  day  salute  you. 
"  They  have  rejoiced  to  hear  your  words,  and  that  our  Fathers  the 
"  English  have  heard  them.  We  shall  for  the  present  take  up  our 
"  Pipes,  and  return  to  our  Camp,  where  we  shall  deliberately  con- 
"  sider  your  Speech,  and  all  you  have  said  to  us — and  we  shall 
"  return    you    an    answer   to-morrow. 

Joseph    Brant   spoke. 

Brothers, 

We  suppose  you  have  nothing  further  to  add;  we  shall  take  up 
your  Speech  and  consider  it,  so  as  there  is  nothing  else  to  be 
done   this   day    we   shall   cover   up   the   Council    Fire. 


Minutes   of   Council   continued    (third    meeting). 

Free  Masons'  Hall,  Tuesday  July  9th  1793. 
Present. 

His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe,  &c.  &c.  and  the  Commissioners 
from    the    United    States  Arc. 

Jospeh    Brandt    spoke. 

And  addressed  himself  to  the  English,  and  Americans,  he  was 
glad  the  Great  Spirit  had  preserved  them  all  in  Peace  to  meet  this 
day. 

A   Belt  of  White  Wampum  &  strings  of  White  &  Purple  Wampum. 

Brothers  of  the  United  States, 

You  yesterday  made  a  reply  to  us  the  Deputies  from  the  Great 
Men  at  the  Miamis.  You  have  replied  to  the  two  particulars— You 
may  depend  we  understand  Your  Speech.  We  shall  take  this  Belt 
and  these  Strings  and  repeat  your  Speech  to  the  (ireat  Men,  who 
sit   round    the   Council    Fire   at    the   Miamis. 
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Brothers, 

We  have  something  further  to  say,  yet  it  is  not  much.  We  are 
but  small — the  Great  People  are  at  the  Miamis — but  tho'  we  are 
small,  yet   we   have   something   to    say. 

From  your  Speech  there  is  a  prospect  of  our  meeting — We  are 
all  of  one  mind  and  one  heart — We  are  all  Relations — and  we  hope 
whatever  may  be  done  may  be  lasting  and  binding.  Our  Prospects, 
Brothers,  are  the  more  encouraging  as  our  minds  are  now  all  one — 
and   we   are   now   altogether   as   to   the   Indian's   Deputies. 

Our  first  wishes  in  Land  affairs  were  that  all  the  nations  of  the 
Indian  Confederacy  should  be  together,  it  approaches  now  near  to 
our   wishes. 

The    Reasons    why    matters     have     not    been     properly     transacted 
before,   are   because   those   whom    you    treated    with,    were    but    few — 
only   a   small   part   of   the   Indian   Confederacy,  but  now   they  are  all 
about   to   assemble,   business   may   be  done,     so    we   take   you   by    the 
hand,  and   conduct   you   to   the   meeting. 

(The   Belt  delivered.) 

Brothers, 

This   is   all   we   have   to   say. 

Brothers, 

As  you  yesterday  expressed  your  wishef  to  know  the  Nations,  and 
their  numbers,  we  cannot  say  exactly,  but  we  know  who  were  there 
when  we  came  away,  and  they  were  increasing  daily.  You  will  soon 
see  them  yourselves.  He  then  delivered  the  names  of  the  Several 
Nations   &   principal   Men,   as   follows. 

Five   Nations. 

Wyandots. 

Shawanese. 

Delawares. 

Munsees. 

Miamis. 

Ottawas. 

Chippewas. 

Potawatamies. 

Mingoes. 

Cherokees. 

Nantikokes. 

General   Lincoln   spoke. 
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Brothers, 

Our  ears  have  been  open  to  your  Speech,  it  is  agreeable  to  us, 
we  are  ready  to  take  you  by  the  hand,  and  attend  you  to  the  place 
of  Treaty  where  I  hope,  we  shall  be  guided  by  the  Great  Spirit, 
and  that  there  may  be  a  termination  to  the  present  disputes  oq 
terms   equally    advantageous,   and   satisfactory    to   all   parties. 

The  ceremony  of  covering  up  the  Council  Fire  was  gone  through 
&   then    the   meeting   broke   up. 

Endorsed  : 

In  Genl.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  88. 

[  Q  65,  p  284  ] 


LT.    GOV.   J.    G.   SIMCOE   TO   MAJ.   GEN.   A.  CLARKE. 

Extract   of   a   Letter   from    His   Excellency    Lieutenant  Governor   Sim- 
coe   to   Major   General   Clarke   dated   Navy    Hall   July    10th    1793. 


"I  do  myself  the  honor  of  acquainting  Your  Excellency,  that  on 
Friday  last  a  Deputation  from  the  American  Indians  assembled  at 
the  Miarais  Rapids,  arrived  at  Fort  Erie,  consisting  of  Joseph 
Brandt,  &  near  fifty  chiefs  of  the  several  Nations; — The  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States  not  having  sailed  for  Fort  Erie  owing 
to  contrary  winds,  the  Deputation  waited  upon,  and  informed  them 
that  they  would  assemble  at  Niagara  as  soon  as  they  conveniently 
could,  and  in  my  presence  acquaint  them,  of  the  object  of  their 
mission,  this,  the  Commissioners  with  great  readiness  assented  to, 
and  the  meeting  was  held  on  Sunday  morning  the  7th.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  which,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Your  Excell- 
ency ;  The  Commissioners  go  this  day  to  Fort  Erie,  to  embark  in 
His  Majesty's  schooner  Dunmore,  which  as  I  have  informed  Your 
Excellency  is  ordered  to  attend  those  gentlemen  to  the  place 
appointed    for   the   Treaty." 

"I  beg  leave  to  add  that  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada  amount- 
ing to  nearly  280  Indians  arrived  here  from  Kingston  yesterday 
under  the  Superintendence  of  the  Messrs.  Lorimiere  and  La  Motte; 
they  will  be  forwarded  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  their  Western 
Brethern,  with  the  Deputation  who  are  also  upon  the  eve  of  their 
departure   to   the   westward." 

"Colonel  Butler  returned  with  the  Deputation  from  the  Miamis; 
and  r  do  not  understand  that  His  Health  will  permit  him  to  return 
thither." 
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"I  enclose  for  Your  Excellency's  information  the  copies  of  two 
letters   I   have   received   from    Colonel   McKee. " 

"Brandt  seems  inclined  to  give  up  some  cultivated  settlements  on 
the  north  of  the  Ohio,  and  Intimates  the  Shawanese  to  be  of  that 
opinion — Nothing  like  this  appears  in  Colonel  McKee's  letters,  nor 
does  Lt.  Talbot  who  has  returned  hither,  place  such  a  construction 
upon   the   conversations   he   had   in   confidence    with  Colonel  McKee." 

"It  is  remarkable  that  Colonel  McKee  told  Mr.  Talbot  that  he 
had  been  informed  that  Captain  Brandt  in  conversation  with  Colonel 
Butler,  said  that  "He  was  pledged  to  Congress  to  give  it  as  his 
"  opinion  to  the  Council,  that  the  Indian  Nations  should  give  up 
"part   of  the   territory,   on   the   northern   side   of   the   Ohio," 

"Your  Excellency  will  see  therefore  that  there  may  be  still  a 
diflference  of  opinion  in  the  Indian  Councils,  I  purpose  to  write 
strongly  on  this  subject  to  Colonel  McKee,  and  have  endeavoured 
more  strongly  to  fix  upon  Brandt's  mind,  the  necessity  of  that 
Union,  which  I  trust  in  the  result  will  be  the  safeguard  of  the 
Indian  Nations   and   highly    beneficial   to    Great   Britain. 

Endorsed : 

In    Genl.  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  88. 

[  Q  65,  p  282  ] 


COUNCIL   OF   INDIANS   AT   NIAGARA. 
[  From  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  of  Thursday,  Jaly  11th,  1793.  ] 

Niagara  July  11. 
On  Friday  last  His  Majesty's  Snow  Chippewa  arrived  at  Fort 
Erie,  from  the  Miamies  Kiver,  near  fifty  Indian  Chiefs  came  pas- 
sengers in  this  vessel  as  a  Deputation  from  the  Confederated  Amer- 
ican Indians,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  (these 
gentlemen  as  mentioned  in  our  last  paper,  were  detained  at  Fort 
Erie  by  contrary  winds )  the  Indian  Deputation  soon  afterwards 
came  to  Niagara,  and  on  Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  last;  three 
several  Councils  were  held  in  the  presence  of  His  Excellency,  the 
Commissioners  and  the  Officers  of  the  Garrison,  &c.  &c.  &c.  The 
results  of  which  were  that  the  Indian  Deputation  gave  the  Commis- 
sioners a  Belt  of  Wampum  to  conduct  them  to  the  place  of  Treaty 
at   Lower   Sandusky. 

[  Q  279-2,  p  295  ] 
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MEMORIAL   OF    J.    SCHIEFFELIN    FOR    LAND    ON    DETROIT    RIVER. 

Committee   of   Council    At    the   Council   Chamber   Navy    Hall,   in   the 

County    of   Lincoln    July  11th,   1793. 
Present. 

The   Honble   Wm.   Osgoode   Chief   Justice,   Chairman. 

The   Honble   Alexr.   Grant. 

The   Honble   James   Baby. 


Jonathan  Schieffelin,  Lieut.     , 

Memorial  praying  for  Four  hundred  Acres  on  the  River  la  Franche 
and  three  hundred  acres  on  the  South  East  side  of  the  River 
Detroit,  and  a  lot  of  about  three  Hundred  Acres  in  the  front  Con- 
cession on  the  South  East  side  of  the  River  Detroit,  bounded  on 
the  South  West  by  Alexis  Maisonville  and  on  the  North  East  by 
Antoine   Labady. 

Ordered.  That  he  shall  have  a  grant  with  what  he  has  received 
to  make  altogether  Twelve  Hundred  Acres  and  that  the  acting  Sur- 
veyor General    be   directed   to   assign   him   the   residue. 


[  Q  282-1,  p  334  J 


COUNCIL    HELD   AT    THE   FOOT    OF    THE    MIAM18    RAPIDS. 

To  the  Commissioaers  of  the  United  States, 
Brothers, 

The  Deputies  we  sent  to  you  did  not  fully  explain  our  meaning 
we  have  therefore  sent  others  to  meet  you  once  more  that  you  may 
fully  understand  the  great  question  we  have  to  ask  of  you,  and  to 
which    we   expect   an    explicit   answer   in    writing. 

Brothers, 

You  are  sent  here  by  the  United  States  to  make  a  Peace  with  us 
the   Confederate    Indians. 


CAPT.  JOSEPH   BRANT  TO   LIEUT.  GOV.  SIMCOE.  571 

Brothers, 

"You  know  very  well  the  Boundary  line  which  was  run  between 
the  White  People  and  us  at  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  was  the 
River   Ohio, 

Brothers, 

If  you  sincerely  design  to  make  a  firm  &  lasting  peace  you  will 
immediately   remove   all   your   People   from    our   side   of   that  River. 

Brothers, 

We  therefore  ask  you;  are  you  fully  authorized  by  the  United 
States  to  continue  &  firmly  fix  on  the  Ohio  as  the  Boundary  Line 
between   your   People   &    ours? 

Given  in  General  Council  at  the  foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids  27tb 
July,   1793. 

Endorsed:    1. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dandas.    No.  2  of  the  25  Oct.  1793. 

[  Q  66,  p  178  ] 


CAPT.    JOSEPH   BRANT   TO   LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCt)E. 

Foot  of  the  Miamis  Rapids  28th  July  1793. 
Sir, 

The  Indian  Affairs  in  this  quarter  having  lately  taken  a  turn  which 
as  a  great  part  of  the  Indians  do  not  approve,  makes  it  necessary 
for   me   to   address   Your   Excellency    on   this   subject. 

When  we  left  this  with  a  Deputation  to  meet  the  Commissioners 
at  Niagara,  everything  seemed  to  promise  fair  and  we  had  a  pros- 
pect of  attaining  the  end  of  our  wishes,  but  on  our  return  we 
found  these  desirable  objects  vanished,  distrust  seemed  to  prevail, 
and  the  Deputies  were  blamed,  this  great  change  may  be  owing  to 
advice   received   from    the   Creek   Country. 

It  was  alledged  that  we  should  then  have  insisted  on  the  line 
made  in  1768  between  the  English  and  Indians — But  we  differed 
in  opinion,  thinking  that  Sandusky  was  the  place  appointed  for  the 
discussion  of  that  object,  and  where  a  permanent  boundary  should 
be  fixed  face  to  face,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  Indians,  &  if  we 
did   not   agree   the   Reason's   would   then    be   adduced. 

The  Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Pottewatamies  and  some  others  were  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Deputies,  but  I  must  say 
that  I  do  not  see  the  least  inclination  for  peace  amongst  some  of 
the   Tribes. 
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They  have  yesterday  come  to  point  of  sending  a  Speech  to  the 
Commissioners  who  are  still  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  River,  of 
which  the  enclosed  paper  is  a  copy,  from  which  I  think  it  is 
almost   certain   that   no   peace    will   take   place. 

After  the  most  attentive  consideration  and  weighing  the  situation 
of  the  confederacy,  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion  that  I  have 
been  these  five  years,  and  which  I  think  I  explained  to  Your 
Excellency,  that  the  Ohio  ought  to  be  the  boundary  as  far  up  as 
the  Muskingum  and  this  is  the  line  the  Confederacy  have  contended 
for,  it  appears  to  me  the  most  proper,  as  it  would  answer  the 
expectations  of  the  moderate  and  neutral  Indians,  &  would  only  be 
opposed  by  the  hot-headed,  this  would  in  my  opinion  be  the  true 
interest  of  the  Indians,  but  I  am  afraid  the  steps  they  are  now 
taking   will   have   a   contrary   efifect. 

I  hope  Your  Excellency  will  excuse  me  for  speaking  thus  freely, 
but  the  present  situation  of  the  Indians  and  my  own  feeling  prompts 
me  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  what  I  look  upon  to  be 
their  Interest,  which  I  look  upon  to  be  inseparable  from  my  own.  If 
I  do  not  succeed  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  I  have 
done  everything  I  could  and  time  will  show  whether  I  was  right 
or   not. 

As  matters  are  thus  circumstanced  I  request  Your  Excellency  will 
have  the  goodness  to  assist  us  with  your  advice,  which  I  shall  wait 
for  here,  and  indeed  I  cannot  think  of  leaving  the  Country,  at  a 
time  when  there  is  no  appearance  of  an  abrupt  termination  of  the 
present   business,   which   must   unavoidably   create   some   confusion. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be    &c. 

Jos.  Brant. 
His  Excellency  Govr.  Simcoe,  &c.  <fec. 

Endoreed :    2. 

In  Oeneral  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandaa.    No.  93. 

[  Q  05,  p  339  ] 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE    TO    LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

Foot  of  the  Rapids  28th  July  1793. 
Sib, 

In  consequence  of  an  Express  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  England 
signifying  Your  Excellency's  anxiety  for  the  return  of  the  Ottawa 
to  Fort  Erie  and  his  direction  for  her  to  proceed  thither,  I  have 
sent    down    to    have    the    cargo     landed    on    Turtle    Island,    that    his 
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instructions  may  be  complied  with ;  But  I  must  at  the  same  time 
inform  Your  Excellency  that  we  cannot  move  from  hence  to  San- 
dusky without  the  assistance  of  a  vessel  to  transport  the  Provisions 
thither,  of  course  I  must  remain  here  until  a  Vessel  arrives  for  that 
purpose. 

The  answer  which  the  Commissioners  sent  hither  by  the  Deputies 
is  far  from  being  satisfactory  to  the  Indians.  They  have  stated  that 
they  have  authority  to  run  &  establish  a  new  Boundary  Line;  the 
General  Council  seem  resolved  not  to  depart  from  their  former  reso- 
lutions respecting  the  Boundary,  and  have  this  day  sent  off  other 
Deputies,  for  the  purpose  of  being  informed  from  the  Commissioners 
whether  they  have  authority  to  continue  and  firmly  fix  on  the  River 
Ohio  as  the  Boundary  between  them,  and  it  appears  as  if  the  whole 
business   will   hinge   on   the   Commissioners    answer    to   that   question. 

Attempts   have   not   been    wanting   to   divide  the  Confederacy,  which 
have   hitherto   been   resisted   with   firmness,    and    I   trust   will   be   con- 
tinued  to   crush    the   monster   in   its   birth. 
With   the  greatest   respect 

I   have   the   honor   to   be,   &o. 


His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

dorsed:    5. 

In  General  Clarke's 

[  Q  65,  p  347  ] 


A.  McKee. 


Endorsed:    5. 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dondas.    No.  93. 


LETTER   FROM   LIEUT.   GOV.   J.   G.   SIMCOE. 

Navy  Hall  July  29th  1793. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  informing  Your  Excellency  that  on  the 
24th  instant  Mr.  Welland  whom  I  remember  in  the  beginning  of  the 
late  War  as  a  Loyalist  &  who  afterwards  held  a  Commission  in  His 
Majesty's  service,  arrived  at  this  place  from  the  Creek  Nation; — this 
gentleman  accompanied  the  Deputies  from  the  Creeks  &  Cherokees 
to   the   Council   at   the   Miamis. 

The  Shawanese  who  had  been  sent  by  the  Western  Indian  Con- 
federacy last  Autumn  to  invite  the  Southern  Indians  to  join  them, 
had  assured  those  Nations  of  the  assistance  of  this  Government  with 
Arms   and   Ammunition. 
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Mr.  Welland  states  that  being  doubtful  of  the  truth  of  this  asser- 
tion, he  contributed  all  the  influence  which  four  years  residence 
among  those  people  had  given  to  him  to  prevent  their  declaring 
War  against  the  United  States,  till  himself  should  return  from  San- 
dusky— but  to  no  purpose, — as  before  he  left  the  Country  two  bodies 
of  the  Creek  Nation,  one  consisting  of  1,500,  the  other  of  1,000 
men,  had  marched  against  the  People  of  the  United  States.  By  this 
Gentleman's  account  the  encroachments  of  Governor  Blunt  on  the 
Cherokees  have  been  as  unjust  as  those  which  the  Western  Indians 
complain  to  have  been  made  by  General  St.  Clair.  Mr.  Welland 
confirms  the  truth  of  the  Spanish  Governor's  pushing  on  the  Choc- 
taws  to  join  the  Confederacy,  and  I  have  a  letter  from  Price,  a 
half-bred  Indian,  speaking  of  his  belief,  that  the  Chicasaws  will  be 
soon  added  to  the  Confederacy  and  that  it  will  be  universal  through 
the   whole   extent   of   the   Nations   on   this   side   of   the   Mississippi. 

Mr.  Welland  states,  that  the  Shawanese  held  the  same  language,' 
that  they  were  sure  of  support  from  this  Government,  to  the  very 
moment  of  their  returning  to  the  Miamis,  that  they  concealed  the 
treaty  now  pending,  and  that  Colonel  McKee  was  very  angry  with 
their   proceedings. 

In  this  State  of  affairs,  I  am  perfectly  persuaded  that  all  attempts 
at  pacification  will  prove  abortive;  I  have  written  however  as  strongly 
as  possible  to  Colonel  McKee,  to  endeavor  to  prevent  this  new  com- 
bination  from    influencing   the   determination   of    the    Indian    Council. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Wellbank  had  some  communication  by  letter 
with  Sir  John  Johnson  &  Colonel  McKee,  at  the  period  in  which 
it  was  supposed  that  War  would  take  place  between  Great  Britain 
&  Spain.  He  states  the  Creek  nation  as  universally  attached  to 
Great  Britain;  he  states  himself  as  a  friend  of  Mr.  Bowles,  and  to 
that  trade  which  the  Merchants  of  the  Bahamas  are  endeavoring  to 
effect  with  the  Creek  Nation ;  he  has  given  me  information  that  a 
vessel  from  the  Bahamas  and  calculated  for  that  purpose  was  lately 
taken  by  the  Spaniards;  his  business  with  me  &  the  letters  of  the 
Creek  Nation  to  Colonel  McKee,  were  to  desire  a  support  in  this 
trade,  which  is  in  all  probability  not  so  much  opposed  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  provided  no  permanent  Settlement  of  White 
Inhabitants  should  arise  from  it,  as  by  the  British  Merchants  settled 
at  New  Orleans  who  now  exercise  a  monopoly  injurious  to  the 
Indians. 

I  have  transmitted  to  Mr.  Hammond,  the  statement  of  this  Gen- 
tleman;   and    am   only    to  add,   that  as   he  appears   a   person  of   discre- 
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tion,  perfectly  loyal  &  whose  correspondence  may  be  of  future 
advantage,  I  have  without  hesitation  complied  with  his  request  of 
giving  him  Ten  Pounds  to  carry  him  back  to  the  Nation;  of  which 
he  professes  himself  a  part,  and  submit  to  Your  Excellency  whether 
such  a  donation  may  be  classed  with  other  Indian  expenses  under 
your  general  direction;  or  whether  I  must  take  it  upon  myself  in 
my  public  accounts  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province. 
I    have  the   honor   to   be   Sir 

Your   Excellency's   most   obedient 

&    most   faithful   Servant 

J.   G.   SiMCOE, 
Lt.  Govr.  Upper  Canada. 

Endorsed:    1. 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dondae.     No.  93. 

[  Q  65,  p  336  ] 


LT.    GOV.   J.   G.   SIMCOE   TO   MAJ.    GEN.   A.   CLARKE. 

Navy  Hall  July  29th  1793. 
Sir, 

I    have   directed   Major   Brigade   Littlehales   to    enclose    to    Captain 
Lemaistre  for   Your   Excellency's   Information   a   Ketum  of  the  certifi- 
cates   Issued    for    Flour,    &c.    at    the    Posts    at   Detroit   and   Niagara 
previous   to   the   time   of  receiving   Information   relative    to    the    new 
contract   for   provisions. 

I  conceive  the  faith  of  Government  to  be  so  much  involved  in 
these  certi6cates  that  I  have  put  my  signature  to  the  Eeturns  men- 
tioned and  recommended  the  discharge  of  them — by  payment  to  be 
made   in   the   usual   manner   at   Quebec. 

The  terms  and  conditions  for  receiving  the  Flour  I  conceive 
should  be  the  same  for  the  quantities  under  certificate  as  if  the 
contract   had   not   taken   place. 

I  had  not  received  suflBcient  information  before  now  to  apprize 
Mr.  Craigie  fully  of  the  engagements  entered  into  in  regard  to 
flour,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  letter  advising  the  new  mode 
established   by   the   Treasury   for   furnishing  provisions. 

The   Certificates   issued    before   that     time   in    the    usual    approved 
mode  cannot   but   receive   my   sanction   and  recommendation   for    pay- 
ment.    Those   which    I  personally  recommended   were  made  upon    the 
grounds   of  having   a   deposit   in    the   case    of    Mr.    Beasly   at   a   par- 
ticular place,  for   the  Troops  I  intended  to  employ  in  the  communica- 
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tion  and  in  that  of  the  King's  Mills  that  it  seems  but  Just  that 
no  contract  should  preclude  the  tenant  from  paying  his  rent  in 
tiour  of  an  equal  value  and  at  the  general  Price  of  the  contract.  I 
am  to  observe  to  Your  Excellency  that  at  the  request  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  Province  I  am  immediately 
to  transmit  to  the  King's  Ministers  their  petition  against  what 
those    gentlemen    consider    as   severe   hardship   to   the   people   of   this 

Province. 

I   am    &c.   &c. 

J.   G.   SiMCOE. 
His  Excellency  M.  Geul.  Clarke. 

Eodorsed:    F. 

In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe'e  of  the  19tb  Deer.  1794. 
In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe'e  No.  31  to  Lord  Dorchester.     • 

[  Q  281-1,  p  127  ] 


STATEMENTS  SUBMITTED   TO   HENRY   DUNDAS   BY   LT.   GOV.   J.   G.    SIMCOE. 

The  following  requisitions  and  statements  for  the  Province  of  Upper 
Canada  is  submitted  to  Mr.  Dundas  for  his  approbation  by  desire 
of  Colo.   Simcoe. 


7th  The  French  Emigrants  would  be  useful  to  settle  at  Detroit 
as  they  would  cover  our  right  tlank  and  might  oppose  their  Aris- 
tocratioal    Principles   against   the  Republick  Ideas  of  the  Americans. 

8th.  The  French  settled  at  Detroit  have  their  Representatives  in 
the  Assembly  and  are  likewise  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
Council  tho'  by  the  Line  of  Demarkation  they  belong  to  the  Amer- 
icans— are  they  to  be  considered  as  English  subjects,  if  not  how 
will   it   affect   the   laws   to    which   they   have   given    their   assent. 


General  Wayne  with  the  American  Army  is  in  Kentucky  should 
he   come   to   the   Miami    he   will    create   jealousy    for    Detroit. 

All  the  late  settlers  in  U.  Canada  have  settled  in  it  and  extended 
their  little  property  in  their  establishment  under  the  firm  persuasion 
that  Great  Britain  could  not  be  so  impolitic  as  to  cede  the  posts 
to   America. 


\ 
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The  Americans  will  promise  to  demolish  the  Posts,  and  to  permit 
Our  Traders  to  enter  the  Indian  Country,  if  we  will  give  them  up; 
But,  once  strengthened  on  the  frontier,  they  will  soon  jBnd  a  cause 
for   a    Dispute. 

The  Americans  will  not  consent  to  a  new  line  of  demarcation,  as 
being  well  aware  that  if  they  keep  the  present  one,  the  period  is 
not   distant,    that   will   put   them    in    possession    of   the    Canadas. 

When  America  is  strong  enough  to  go  to  war  with  us,  we  may 
dread    the   consequence. 

The  Instructions  to  General  St  Clair,  taken  at  his  defeat,  point 
out   the   views   of   America. 

The  Contest,  in  which  Great  Britain  is  engaged,  may  appear  favor- 
able to  the  Americans,  and  they  may  wait  to  see  her  exhausted, 
before   they    dare   to   assent,   or   attempt   to   support   their   claim, 

The  season  is  now  too  far  advanced  to  send  to  that  country  a 
force  that  might  enable  them  to  adopt  some  prudent  measure.  To 
procure  a  respectable  defensive,  it  will  be  proper  for  Great  Britain 
to  digest  a  plan  this  Autumn  for  the  final  adjustment  of  our 
Boundaries  with  America,  and  during  the  winter  send  a  person  to 
Mr.  Hammond  with  their  determination,  that,  that  Person  may  pro- 
ceed after  Mr.  Hammond  has  received  the  Americans  answer,  to  Ld 
Dorchester  &  Col.  Simcoe,  to  acquaint  them  with  what  has  passed, 
&    enable   them  to   take   such  measures,   as  may  then  be  most  prudent. 

Great  Britain  need  not  fear  a  war,  if  she  acts  with  vigor,  the  most 
formidable  Indian  Confederacy  is  in  her  favor  &  without  striking  a 
Blow   may    serve   to    intimidate. 

It  was  the  general  request  of  the  Indian  Confederacy,  that  you 
should  be  the  mediator  between  them  and  the  Americans,  as  you 
possess  the  Treaties  made  with  them,  and  the  Americans  can  only 
succeed    to   Your   Rights. 

The  Congress,  in  all  their  Debates  antecedent  to  the  Dispute, 
acknowledged  the  Indians  to  be  the  friends  and  allies  of  Great 
Britain ;  If  they  do  not  admit  it  in  the  present  instance  'tis  only 
because   it   would    set   aside   their   pretensions. 

The  injustice  of  the  American  claim  may  be  found  in  the  copy 
of  Indian  Deed  (or  grant)  of  the  Genesee  Country  (which  was  once 
submitted  to  Mr.  Dundas's  inspection)  I  name  that  one,  because  it 
can  be  produced,  but  most  of  the  American  Pretensions  will  be 
founded  on  their  willing  misrepresentations  of  the  cession  of  Terri- 
tory by  the  Treaty.  They  chose  to  consider  us  as  the  Proprietors 
73 
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of  the  Soil,  that  the  Indian  might  imagine  we  had  sold  him.  Mr. 
Dundas  will  best  know  whether  the  Indian  has  not  suspected  that 
we  meant  to  desert  him,  and  whether  we  gave  him  that  support  he 
thought   himself   entitled    to   expect. 

The  Indians  in  this  Contest  with  the  Americans  have  shewn  of 
what  vast  advantage  they  may  be  to  government;  They  have  for 
four   years   kept   the   American    Power   in    check. 


Endorsed: 

Capt.  IStevensoo'e  Saggestione. 
R.  Jnly  8l8t  1793. 


Chas.  Stevenson, 

Capt.  5th  Regt. 


[  Q  62,  p  227  ] 


ANSWER   OF    LORD    DORCHESTER. 


Lord  Dorchester's  answers  to  the  Requisitions  and  Statements  for 
the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  as  submitted  to  Mr.  Dundas  by 
desire   of   Col.   Simcoe  without   Date,   but    endorsed    31    July    1793. 


Answer  to  7th  Article — Emigrants  of  sound  principles  will  be  of 
advantage   at    Detroit,    and    all    through    the    Country. 

Answer  to  8th  Article— It  is  to  be  wished  they  may  be  considered 
as  English  subjects. 

Answer  to  12th  Article — 'Tis  to  be  wished  the  Frontier  may  be 
settled  by  Treaty  agreeable  to  what  is  in  contemplation;  The  weak- 
ness of  the  present  is  too  visible.  Four  thousand  men  should  be 
sent  to  enable  the  Canadas  to  make  a  tolerable  Defence  in  case  the 
Americans   should    attack    them. 


Portsmouth  August  4th  1793.  Dorchester. 

Eadorsed : 

Lord  Dorcheater'a  remarks  on  ('apt.  Stevenson's  Soggestions. 
It.  Augt.  n  1798. 


[  Q  62,  p  235  ] 
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ANSWER   OF    LT.    GOV.    J.    G,   SIMCOE. 


8th.  I  have  never  intimated  a  doubt  but  that  the  settlers  at 
Detroit  are  amenable  to  our  Laws,  to  mention  to  Mr.  Hammond 
the  extent  of  our  Boundary  and  to  define  it  is  one  of  the  instruc- 
"tions  Major  of  Brigade  Littlehales  is  charged  with  at  present  that 
by  previous  orders  it  may  prevent  any  misunderstanding  on  this 
point,  should  Wayne  approach  the  Strait.  This  Boundary  is  the 
River  au  Kaisin;  doubts  have  been  entertained  by  the  judges  on 
this  point,  but  they  had  no  weight  in  preventing  my  calling  upon 
"them    for   Representation. 


J.  G.   SiMCOE. 
Eadorsed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Bimcoe'e  of  the  28th  Feb.  1794. 


[  Q  280-1,  p  109  ] 


KEPLY   OF   THE    COMMISSIONERS   OF    THE    UNITED    STATES   TO   THE   INDIANS. 

The  Speech  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Deputies  of  the  Confederate  Indian  Nations  assembled  at  the  Rapids 
of   the   Miamis   River. 

Brothers,  / 

Yesterday  you  addressed  us,  mentioning  a  former  deputation  who 
met  us  at  Niagara.  At  that  meeting  you  said  we  did  not  come  to 
a  right  understanding;  That  your  Deputies  did  not  fully  explain  your 
meaning  to  us,  nor  we  ours,  to  them ;  that  you  desired  we  might 
rightfully  understand  each  other;  &  therefore  thought  it  best  that 
what  you  had  to  say  should  be  put  into  writing,  then  handing  us 
a   paper   you  said    "Here   is   the   meaning   of   our   Hearts." 

Brothers, 

That  Paper  is  directed  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States, 
and    speaks   to   them   these   words;  to   wit: 
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Brothers, 

"The  Deputies  we  sent  to  you  did  not  fully  explain  our  meaning; 
"  we  have  therefore  sent  others  to  meet  you  once  more,  that  you 
"  may  fully  understand  the  great  question  we  have  to  ask  of  you, 
"and   to   which    we   expect   an    explicit   answer   in    writing." 

Brothers, 

"You  are  sent  here  by  the  United  States  to  make  Peace  with  us, 
"the  Confederate  Indians." 

Brothers, 

"You  know  very  well  that  the  Boundary  line  that  was  run  between 
"  the  White  People  and  us  at  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  was  the 
"  Kiver   Ohio." 

Brothers, 

"If  you  seriously  design  to  make  a  firm  and  lasting  peace  you 
"  will  immediately  remove  all  your  people  from  our  side  of  that 
"River." 

Brothers, 

"We  therefore  ask  you,  are  you  fully  authorized  by  the  United 
"  States,  to  continue  &  firmly  fix  on  the  Ohio  River  as  the  bound- 
"  ary  line   between   your   people    &   ours. 

Brothers, 

The  Deputies  here  present,  we  have  now  repeated  the  words  con- 
tained in  the  paper  which  you  delivered  to  us;  &  those  words  have 
been  interpreted  to  you.  We  presume  the  interpretation  agrees  with 
your  idea  of  the  contents  of  the  paper.  It  is  expressed  to  be 
signed  by  the  Wyandots,  Delawares,  Shawanese,  Miamis,  Mingoes, 
Potawatamies,  Ottawas,  Counroys,  Chippewas,  and  Munseys  in  behalf 
of  themselves  &  the  whole  confederacy,  <fc  agreed  to  in  a  full- 
Council. 

Brothers, 

We  are  a  little  surprized  at  the  suggestion,  that  in  the  confer- 
ence at  Niagara,  we  did  not  come  to  a  right  understanding ;  and 
that  Your  Deputies  did  not  fully  explain  your  meaning.  Those 
Deputies  appeared  to  be  men  of  good  sense,  and  when  we  saw  them 
they  were  perfectly  sober.  In  short  we  never  saw  men  in  public 
Council,  more  attentive,  or  behave  with  more  propriety,  we  could 
not  therefore  suppose  they  could  mistake  your  meaning  or  ours. 
Certainly  we  were  sufficiently  explicit,  for  in  plain  words  we  declared 
"  That  in  order    to  establish   a   firm  tt  permanent   peace,   some   conoee- 
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""  sions  would  be  necessary  on  your  part  as  well  as  on  ours." 
These  words,  are  a  part  of  our  Speech  to  Your  Deputies;  and  that 
Speech,  they  assured  us,  they  fully  understood.  What  these  con- 
cessions should  be,  on  both  sides,  &  where  the  boundary  line  should 
be  fixed,  were  proper  subjects  of  discussion  at  the  Treaty,  when 
■  we  should  speak  face  to  face.  This  we  are  certain  would  be  the 
best  way  to  remove  all  difficulties.  But  Your  Nations  have  adopted 
another  mode,  which  by  keeping  us  at  a  distance,  prevents  our 
knowing  each  other,  &  keeps  alive  those  jealousies  which  are  the 
greatest  obstacles  to  a  Peace.  We  are  therefore  desirous  of  meet- 
ing your  nations  in  full  council  without  more  delay.  We  have 
already  waited  in  this  province  sixty  days  beyond  the  time  appointed 
for   opening   the   Treaty. 

Beothers, 

We  have  now  expressed  our  opinion  of  the  proper  mode  of  set- 
tling the  differences  between  you  and  the  United  States;  But  as 
your  nations  have  desired  answers  to  certain  questions,  previous  to 
our  meeting,  and  we  are  disposed  to  act  with  frankness  and  sin- 
cerity, we  will  give  you  an  explicit  answer  to  the  great  question 
you  have  now  proposed  to  us.  But  before  we  do  this,  we  think 
it  necessary  to  look  back  to  some  former  transactions,  &  we  desire 
you    patiently    to   hear   us. 

Beothers, 

We  do  know  very  well  that  at  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  twenty 
five  years  ago,  The  River  Ohio  was  agreed  on  as  the  Boundary, 
between  you  and  the  white  People  of  the  British  Colonies.  And 
we  all  know  that  about  seven  years  after  that  boundary  was  fixed 
a  quarrel  broke  out  between  Your  Father  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
&  the  people  of  those  Colonies,  which  are  now  the  United  States. 
This  quarrel  was  ended  by  the  Treaty  of  peace,  made  with  the 
King  about  Ten  years  ago,  by  which  the  Great  Lakes  &  the  waters 
which  unite  them,  were  by  him  declared  to  be  the  boundaries  of 
"the   United   States. 

Brothees, 

Peace  having  been  made  between  the  King  of  Great  Britain  & 
the  United  States,  it  remained  to  make  peace  between  them  &  the 
Indian  Nations  who  had  taken  part  with  the  King.  For  this  purpose 
Commissioners  were  appointed  who  sent  Messages  to  all  those  Indian 
Nations,  inviting  them  to  come  &  make  peace.  The  first  treaty  was 
held    about    nine    years    ago    with    the    Six  Nations,   at   Fort  Stanwix; 


582  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

which  has  stood  firm  &  unviolated  to  this  day.  The  next  Treaty  was 
made  about  ninety  days  after  at  Fort  Mcintosh  with  the  Half  King 
of  the  Wyandots,  Capt  Pipe  Sc  other  Chiefs,  in  behalf  of  the  Wyan- 
dots,   Delaware,   Ottawa  &  Chippawa  Nations. 

Afterwards  treaties  were  made  with  divers  Indian  Nations,  South 
of  the  River  Ohio,  ct  the  next  Treaty  was  made  with  Kakaipilattry, 
here  present  &  other  Shawanese  Chiefs,  in  behalf  of  the  Shawanese 
Nation  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Great  Miamis,  which  runs  into  the  Ohio. 
Brothers, 

The  Commissioners  who  conducted  these  Treaties,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  sent  the  papers  containing  them  to  the  Great  Council  of 
the  States,  who  supposing  them  satisfactory  to  the  Nations  treated 
with,  proceeded  to  dispose  of  large  Tracts  of  the  Land  thereby  ceded, 
and  a  great  number  of  people  removed  from  other  parts  of  the  United 
States  (fc  settled  upon  them.  Also  many  families  of  your  ancient 
Fathers  the  French  came  over  the  Great  Water,  (Sc  settled  on  a  part 
'of  the  same  Lands. 
Brothers, 

After  some  time  it  appeared  that  a  number  of  people  in  your 
Nations  were  dissatisfied  with  the  treaties  of  Fort  Mcintosh  & 
Miami,  therefore  the  Great  Council  of  the  United  States  appointed 
Governor  St  Clair  their  Commissioner  with  full  powers  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  all  causes  of  controversy,  regulating  trade,  & 
settling  boundaries  between  the  Indian  Nations  in  the  Northern 
Department  of  the  United  States.  He  accordingly  sent  messages, 
inviting  all  the  Nations  concerned  to  meet  him  at  a  Council  Fire 
which  he  kindled  at  the  Falls  of  the  Muskingum.  Whilst  he  was  wait- 
ing for  them,  some  mischief  happened  at  that  place  and  the  fire 
was  put  out.  So  he  kindled  a  council  fire  at  Fort  Harmar,  where- 
near  Six  hundred  Indians  of  different  Nations  then  renewed  t^-  con- 
firmed the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix;  and  the  Wyandots  &  Delawares, 
renewed  &  confirmed  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh.  Some  Ottawae, 
Chippawas,  Pottawatamies  &  Sacks  were  also  parties  to  this  treaty 
of  Fort  Harmar. 
Bhotuehs, 

All  these  Treaties  we  have  here  with  us.  We  have  also  the 
speeches  of  many  Chiefs  who  attended  them  &  who  voluntarily 
express   their   satisfaction    with    the   terms  of  those  treaties. 

BROTHEEiS, 

After  making  all  these  treaties  and  after  bearing  the  Chiefs  freely 
express    their    satisfaction    with    them,   the    United    States   expected  to 
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enjoy  peace,   &  quietly  to  hold  the  lands  ceded   to  then).     Accordingly 
large  Tracts  have  been  sold  &  settled  as  before  mentioned. 

And  now  Brothers,  we  answer  explicitly,  that  for  the  reasons  which 
we  here  stated  to  you,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  make  the  River  Ohio 
the  boundary  between  your  people  &  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Brothers, 

You  are  men  of  understanding  &  if  you  consider  the  customs  of 
white  People,  the  great  expences  which  attend  this  settling  in  a 
new  country,  the  nature  of  their  improvements,  in  building  houses 
&  barns,  and  clearing  &  fencing  their  lands,  how  valuable  the 
Lands  are  thus  rendered,  &  thence  how  dear  they  are  to  them. 
You  will  see  that  it  is  now  impracticable  to  remove  our  people 
from  the  northern  side  of  the  Ohio.  Your  Brothers  the  English 
know  the  natures  of  white  People,  and  they  know  that  under  the 
circumstances  which  we  have  mentioned,  the  United  States  cannot 
make   the   Ohio   the   Boundary   between   you    &   us. 

Brothers, 

You  seem  to  consider  all  the  Lands  in  dispute,  on  your  side  of 
the  Ohio,  as  claimed  by  the  United  States;  But  suffer  us  to  remind 
you,  that  a  large  tract  was  sold  by  the  Wyandots  &  Delaware 
Nations  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  This  tract  lies  East  of  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek,  at  the  Ohio,  due 
north  to  Lake  Erie.  This  line  is  the  Western  Boundary  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  claimed  by  the  charter  given  by  the  King  of  England  to 
your  ancient  friend  William  Penn.  Of  this  sale  made  by  the  Wyan- 
dot and  Delaware  Nations  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  we  have  never 
heard  any  complaint. 

Brothers, 

We  are  obliged  on  this  occasion  to  make  a  long  Speech,  we  again 
desire  you  to  hear  us  patiently.  The  business  is  of  the  highest 
importance;  and  a  great  many  words  are  necessary  fully  to  explain  it; 
for  we  desire  you  may  perfectly  understand  us.  And  there  is  no  dan- 
ger of  your  forgetting  what  we  say,  because  we  will  give  you  our 
speech    in  writing. 

Brothers, 

We  have  explicitly  explained  to  you  that  we  cannot  now  make  the 
Ohio  River  the  boundary  between  us.  This  agrees  with  our  Speech 
to  your  Deputies  at  Niagara— that  in  order  to  establish  a  just  & 
permanent    peace,     some    concessions     would     be    necessary     on     your 
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part  as  well  as  ours.  Brothers  the  concessions  wliich  we  think 
necessary  on  your  part  are  that  you  yield  up  c^:  finally  relinquish 
to  the  United  States  some  of  the  Lands  your  side  of  the  Ohio. 
The  United  States  wish  to  have  contirmed  all  the  Lands  ceded  to 
them  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Harmar;  and  also  a  small  tract  of 
Land  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Ohio,  claimed  by  (leneral  Ularke,  for 
the  use  of  himself  and  his  warriors;  and  in  consideration  thereof, 
the  United  .States  would  give  such  a  largo  sum  in  money  or  goods 
as  was  never  given  at  one  time  for  any  quantity  of  Indian  Lands 
since  the  White  People  first  set  their  feet  on  this  Island,  and 
because  these  Lands  did  every  year  furnish  you  with  Skins  &  Furs 
with  which  you  bought  clothing  cV:  other  necessaries,  the  United 
States  will  now  furnish  the  like  constant  supplies;  &  therefore 
besides  the  great  sum  to  be  delivered  at  once  they  will  every  year 
deliver  you  a  large  quantity  of  such  goods  as  are  best  fitted  to 
the    wants   of   yourselves,    your   Women  A:    Children. 

Brothers, 

If  all  the  Lands  before  mentioned  cannot  be  yielded  up  to  the 
United  States,  then  we  shall  desire  to  treat  cV:  agree  with  you  on 
a  new  boundary  line;  &:  for  the  quantity  of  Land  you  relinquish 
to  us  within  that  new  boundary,  we  shall  stipulate  a  generous 
compensation,  not  only  for  a  large  sum  to  be  paid  at  once,  but 
for  a  yearly  Kent  for  the  benefit  of  yourselves  and  your  children 
forever. 

Brothers, 

Here  you  see  one  concession  which  we  are  willing  to  make  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  Now  listen  to  another,  of  a  claim 
which  probably  has  more  disturbed  your  minds  than  any  other  what- 
ever. 

Brothers, 

The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  have  formerly  set  up  a 
claim  to  your  whole  Country  Southward  of  the  Great  Lakes,  as  the 
property  of  the  United  States;  grounding  this  claim  on  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  with  your  Father  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  who  declared  as  we 
have  before  mentioned,  the  middle  of  those  Lakes  A:  the  waters  which 
unite  them,   to  be  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. 

Broth  ERH, 

We  are  determined  tiiat  (jur  whole  conduct  shall  be  marked  with 
openness  &  sincerity,  We  therefore  frankly  tell  you  that  we  think 
those    Commissioners    put   an    erroneous    construction    on    that  part  of 
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our  treaty  with  the  King — as  he  had  not  purchased  the  country  of  you, 
of  course  he  could  not  give  it  away.  He  only  relinquished  to  the 
United  States  his  claim  to  it.  That  claim  was  founded  on  a  right 
acquired  by  Treaty  with  other  white  Nations  to  exclude  them  from 
purchasing  or  settling  in  any  part  of  your  country ;  and  it  is  this 
right  which  the  King  granted  to  the  United  States.  Before  that  Grant 
the  King  alone  had  a  right  to  purchase  of  the  Indian  Nations  any  of 
the  Lands  between  the  Great  Lakes,  the  Ohio  &  the  Mississippi  except- 
ting  the  part  within  the  charter  boundary  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the 
King  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  having  granted  this  right  to  the  United 
States  they  alone  have  now  the  right  of  purchasing.  So  that  now 
neither  the  King  nor  any  of  his  people  have  any  right  to  interfere 
with  the  United  States  in  respect  to  any  part  of  those  Lands.  All 
your  Brothers  the  English  know  this  to  be  true  and  it  agrees  with 
the  declaration  of  Lord  Dorchester  to  your  Deputies  of  Quebec  two 
years  ago. 
Brothers, 

We  now  concede  this  great  point:  We  by  the  express  authority  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  acknowledge  the  property  or  right 
of  soil  of  the  great  country  above  described  to  be  in  the  Indian 
Nations  so  long  as  they  desire  to  occupy  the  same.  We  only  claim 
particular  tracts  in  it  as  beforementioned  and  the  general  right  granted 
by  the  King  as  above  stated  &  which  is  well  known  to  the  English 
&  Americans  and  called  the  right  of  pre-emption  or  the  right  of 
purchasing  of  the  Indian  Nations  disposed  to  sell  their  lands  to 
the   exclusion    of   all   other   white   People   whatever. 

Brothers, 

We  have  now  opened  our  hearts  to  you.  We  are  happy  in  hav- 
ing an  opportunity  of  doing  it;  though  we  should  have  been  more 
happy  to  have  done  it  in  the  full  Council  of  your  Nations.  We 
expect  soon  to  have  this  satisfaction  and  that  your  next  deputation 
will  take  us  by  the  hand  &  lead  us  to  the  Treaty.  Where  we 
meet  &  converse  with  each  other  freely  we  may 'more  easily  remove 
any   difficulties   which    may    come   in    the   way    of  peace. 

At  Capt.   Elliot's,   at  the  Mouth  of   Detroit  River,   this  thirty  first  day 
of   July    1793. 

B.  Lincoln,  ) 

Beverly  Randolph  >•  Commrs. 
Timothy  Pickering  ) 

Eadorsed:    2. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dnndas.    No.  2,  of  the  25th  Oct.  1793. 

[  Q  66,  p  179  ] 
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LIEUT    GOV.  ALURED    CLARKE   TO    HENRY    DUSDA8. 

Quebec  8th  August  1793. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  an  Extract  (No  1)  of  a  letter* 
of  the  81st  May  last  received  from  Colonel  Simcoe  stating  his 
opinions  upon  the  actual  situation  of  Upper  Canada  and  its  prin- 
cipal Fortresses  together  with  the  modes  of  communication  and 
defence  proposed  by  him  and  at  the  same  time  requesting  Instruc- 
tion "^Yhat  must  be  the  conduct  of  the  Commanders  of  the  King's 
"Garrisons  of  Niagara,  Oswego  or  Detroit  in  case  any  of  the  vessels 
"of  the  United  States  shall  attempt  to  pass  up  the  River  by  and 
"within  reach  of  the  Forts';"'  An  Extract  (No  2)  of  my  letterf  in 
answer  is  inclosed.  Conceiving  the  subject  as  already  under  con- 
sideration of  the  King's  Ministers  and  being  in  hopes  of  receiving 
a  speedy  answer  to  my  letter  (No  64)  of  the  2nd  February  I  con- 
sidered it  a  matter  of  necessity  and  duty  to  defer  giving  my  pre- 
cise orders  till  I  should  be  honored  with  His  Majesty's  commands 
on    this   head. 

The   inclosures   (No   3   to   11)    contain    the    latest    advices   received 

from  the  Upper  Posts  respecting  the   Proceedings  of    the  Indians    and 

the    Commisioners    appointed    by    the    United    States    to    negotiate    a 

Treaty  of  Peace. 

I  have   the   honor   to    be  with    great   respect  Sir 

Your  most   obedt    &  Most   faithful    humble    Servt 

Aluked  Clarke. 
The  Ri^'ht  Honble  Henry  Dundas. 

Endoreetl:    (^nebec  8th  Anguet  179H. 
Lt.  Govr.  Clarke.    No.  ^H. 
R.  29tb  Sept.    11  Inclosares. 

[  Q  65,  p  251  ) 

LIEUT.   GOV.    .1.    G.    SIMCOE   TO   CAPT.    JOSEPH    URANT. 

York,  August  8th  17i)3. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  'have   just   received    your    letters  from    the   Miami    Kapids. 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  hear  from  you  there  is  any  dif- 
ference  of   opinion   among   the   Indians. 

Peace  appears  to  be  the  most  desirablu  objecl ;  and  I  have  always 
as  you  well  know   both  in  private  conversation  and   by  public  messages 

*  Pabliabad  on  pave  b*u. 
t  Pobliebed  on  img9  5^7. 
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endeavored  to  impress  a  disposition  and  temper  that  may  lead  to 
that  blessing  among  the  Indian  Nations  who  have  requested  my 
opinion. 

But  you  must  see  that  as  the  Indians  are  the  best  Judges  on 
what  terms  a  Peace  may  be  made  that  shall  secure  their  Interests; 
and  at  their  own  requests  as  I  have  directed  their  Agents  to  attend, 
fully  to  explain  to  them  any  circumstances  which  they  may  not 
clearly  understand  in  the  negociations  between  them,  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to 
give  my  opinion  on  the  precise  boundary  that  may  be  requisite  to 
secure  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  now  depending,  from  being 
hereafter  violated. 

Since  the  Government  of  the  United  States  have  shown  a  disin- 
clination to  concur  with  the  Indian  Nations,  in  requesting  of  Hi& 
Majesty,  the  permitting  me  to  attend  as  a  mediator  at  Sandusky, 
it  would  be  highly  improper  and  unreasonable  in  me  to  give  any 
opinion  relative  to  the  proposed  boundaries  with  which  I  am  not 
sufficiently  acquainted,  and  which  Question  I  have  studiously 
avoided  entering  into  as  I  am  well  aware  of  the  jealousies  enter- 
tained by  some  of  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  the  inter- 
ference of  the  British  Government  which  has  a  natural  &  decided 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Indian  Nations  and  in  the  Establish- 
ment  of   Peace   and   permanent   tranquility. 

In  this  situation  I  am  sure  you  will  excuse  me  from  giving  to  you, 
any  advice  which  from  my  absence  from  the  spot  cannot  possibly  arise 
from  that  perfect  view  &  knowledge  which  so  important  a  subject 
necessarily  demands. 

Be  assured  of  my  best  wishes  for  the  Union,  Prosperity  and  Peace 
of  the  Indian  Nations,   and  that  I  am  with  great  personal  regard. 

Dear  Sir  &c 

J.   G.    SiMCOE, 

Captain  Brant,  Lt.  Govr.  Upper  Canada. 

Endorsed :     4. 

In  General  Clarke's  to  Mr.  Dandae.    No.  93. 

[  Q  65,  p  344  ] 
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To   the    Commissioners   of   the    United    States. 
Brothers, 

We   have   received  your  Speech  dated  the  31st  of  last  month,  and  it 
has  been  interpreted  to  all  the  difiPerent  Nations.     We  have  been  long 
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in  sendiDg  you  an  answer  because  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
subject  but  we  now  answer  it  fully  having  given  it  all  the  considera- 
tion in  our  power. 

Brothers, 

You  tell  us  that  after  you  had  made  Peace  with  the  King  our 
Father,  about  ten  years  ago  "it  remained  to  make  peace  between  the 
"United  States  A:  the  Indian  Nations,  who  had  taken  part  with  the 
"King,  for  this  purpose  commissioners  were  appointed  who  sent 
"Messages  to  all  those  Indian  Nations  inviting  them  to  come  S: 
"make  peace."  And  after  reciting  the  periods  at  which  you  say 
treaties  were  held  at  Fort  Stanwix,  Fort  Mcintosh,  A:  Miami  all 
which  Treaties,  according  to  your  own  acknowledgement  were  for 
the   sole   purpose   of    making   peace;   you    then    say 

Brothers, 

"The  Commissioners  who  conducted  these  treaties  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States  sent  the  papers  containing  them  to  the  General 
Council  of  the  States,  who  supposing  them  satisfactory  to  the 
Nations  treated  with  proceeded  to  dispose  of  the  Lands  thereby 
ceded."  This  is  telling  us  plainly,  what  we  always  understood  to 
be  the  case  and  it  agrees  with  the  declarations  of  those  few,  who 
attended  these  treaties — vizt,  that  they  went  to  meet  your  Commis- 
sioners to  make  peace  but  through  fear  were  obliged  to  sign  any 
paper  that  was  laid  before  them ;  and  it  has  since  appeared,  that 
deeds  of  concession  were  signed  by  them  instead  of  Treaties  of 
Peace. 

Brothers, 

You  then  say,  "after  some  time  it  appeared  that  a  number  of 
"people  in  your  nations  were  dissatisfied  with  the  Treaties  of  Fort 
"Mcintosh  and  Miami;  therefore  the  Council  of  the  United  States 
"appointed  Governor  St.  Clair  their  Commissioner  with  full  power 
"for  the  purpose  of  removing  all  causes  of  controversy  relating  to 
"trade  ct  settling  boundaries  between  the  Indian  Nations  in  the 
"Northern  department  of  the  United  States.  He  accordingly  sent 
"Messages  inviting  all  the  Nations  concerned  to  meet  him  at  a 
"Council  fire  he  kindled  at  the  falls  of  Muskingum.  While  he  was 
"waiting  for  them  some  mischief  happened  at  that  place  cV  the  fire 
"was  put  out.  So  he  kindled  a  Council  fire  at  Fort  Harmar,  where 
"near  six  hundred  Indians  of  different  Nations  attended.  The  six 
"nations  th('n  renewed  A:  confirmed  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  & 
"the    Wyandote    A:    Delawares     renewed    and    confirmed  the    Treaty    at 
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"Fort   Mcintosh.      Some    Ottawas   Chippawas,    Pottawatamies   &   Sacs 
"were   also   parties   to   the   Treaty   of   Fort   Harmar. " 

Now  Brothers  these  are  your  words:  &  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
make   a   short   reply    to    them. 

Brothers, 

A  general  Council  of  all  the  Indian  Confederacy,  was  held  as 
you  well  know  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1788  at  this  place:  and  that 
General  Council  was  invited  by  your  commissioner  Governor  St 
Clair  to  meet  him  at  the  falls  of  Muskingum  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  a  Treaty  with  regard  to  the  Lands  mentioned  to  you  to  have 
been  ceded  by  the  Treaties  of  Fort  Stanwix    &   Mcintosh. 

Brothers, 

We  are  in  possession  of  the  Speeches  &  Letters  which  passed  on 
that  occasion,  between  those  deputed  by  us  the  confederate  Indians 
&  Governor  St  Clair  the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States.  These 
papers  prove,  that  your  said  Commissioners  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1789,  after  having  been  informed  by  the  General  Council  of 
the  preceding  fall,  that  no  bargain  or  sale  of  any  part  of  these 
Indian  Lands  would  be  considered  as  valid  or  binding,  unless  agreed 
to  by  a  General  Council,  nevertheless  persisted  in  collecting  together 
a  few  chiefs  of  two  or  three  Nations  only,  &  with  them  held  a 
treaty  for  the  cession  of  an  immense  Country,  in  which  they 
were  no  more  interested,  than  as  a  small  branch  of  the  General 
Confederacy  and  who  were  in  no  manner  authorized  to  make  any 
grant   or   cession    whatever. 

Brothers, 

How  then  was  it  possible  for  you  to  expect  to  enjoy  peace  & 
quietly  to  hold  these  Lands.  When  your  Commissioner  was  informed, 
long  before  he  held  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Harmar,  that  the  consent  of 
a  General  Council  was  absolutely  necessary  to  convey  any  part  of  these 
Lands,  to  the  United  States.  The  part  of  these  Lands,  which  the 
United  States  now  wish  us  to  relinquish  and  which  you  say  are  set- 
tled, have  been  sold  by  the  United  States  since  that  time. 

Brothers, 

You  say  the  United  States  wish  to  have  confirmed  all  the  Lands 
ceded  to  them  by  the  "Treaty  of  Fort  Harmar,  and  also  a  small  tract 
"at  the  Rapids  of  the  Ohio,  claimed  by  General  Clark  for  the  use  of 
"himself  &  his  Warriors:  And  in  consideration  thereof,  the  United 
"States  would  give  such  a  large  sum  in  money  or  goods  as  was  never 
"given  at  one  time  for  any  quantity  of  Indian  Lands,  since  the  White 
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"People  first  set  their  feet  on  this  Island.  And  because  these  Lands 
*'did  every  year  furnish  you  with  Skins  tt  Furs  with  which  you 
"buught  Clothing  tt  other  necessaries.  The  United  States  will  now 
"furnish  the  like  constant  supplies,  and,  therefore  besides  the  great 
^'sum  to  be  delivered  at  once,  they  will  every  year  deliver  you  a 
"large  quantity  of  such  goods  as  are  best  fitted  to  the  wants  of 
"yourselves   your   Women   and    Children." 

Brothers, 

Money — to  us  is  of  no  value,  and  to  most  of  us  unknown,  and 
as  no  consideration  whatever,  can  induce  us  to  sell  the  Lands  on 
which  we  get  sustenance  for  our  women  &  children,  we  hope  we 
may  be  allowed  to  point  out  a  mode  by  which  your  settlers  may 
be   easily   removed   &  peace   thereby   obtained. 

Brothers, 

We  know  that  these  Settlers  are  poor,  or  they  would  never  have 
ventured  to  live  in  a  country  which  has  been  in  continual  trouble 
«ver  since  they  crossed  the  Ohio.  Divide  therefore  this  large  sum 
of  money  which  you  have  oflFered  to  us,  among  these  people,  give 
to  each  also  a  proportion  of  what  you  say,  you  would  give  us 
annually  over  &  above  this  very  large  sum  of  money,  and  we  are 
persuaded  they  would  most  readily  accept  of  it,  in  lieu  of  the 
Lands  you  sold  to  them.  If  you  add  also  the  great  sums  you 
must  expend  in  raising  &  paying  armies,  with  a  view  to  force  us  to 
yield  you  our  Country  you  will  certainly  have  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  repaying  these  settlers  for  all  their  labour  and  their 
improvements. 

Brothers, 

You  have  talked  t©  us  about  concessions.  It  appears  strange,  that 
you  should  expect  any  from  us,  who  have  only  been  defending  our 
just  rights,  against  your  invasions:  We  want  peace:  Restore  to  us 
our   Country    and    we   shall    be    Enemies    no   longer. 

Brothers, 

You  make  one  concession  to  us  by  offering  us  your  money,  and 
another  by  having  agreed  to  do  us  justice,  after  having  long  <fc 
injuriously  withheld  it:  We  mean  in  the  acknowledgement  you  have 
now  made,  that  the  King  of  Kngland  never  did,  nor  ever  had  a 
right  to  give  you  our  Country  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  And  you 
want  to  make  this  act  of  common  justice  a  great  part  of  your 
concession     and     seem     to     expect     that     because     you     have     at     last 
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acknowledged     our    independanoe,    we   should     for    such    a   favor    sur- 
render  to   you    our    Country. 

Brothers, 

You  have  talked  also  a  great  deal  about  pre-emption  and  your 
exclusive  right  to  purchase  Indian  Lands,  as  ceded  to  you  by  the 
King   at   the   Treaty    of   Peace. 

Brothers, 

We  never  made  any  agreement  with  the  King  nor  with  any  other 
Nation  that  we  would  give  to  either  the  exclusive  right  of  pur- 
chasing our  Lands:  And  we  declare  to  you  tho'  we  consider  our- 
selves free  to  make  any  bargain  or  concession  of  Lands,  whenever 
&  to  whomsoever  we  please.  If  the  White  People,  as  you  say, 
made  a  treaty,  that  none  of  them  but  the  King  should  purchase 
of  us  and  that  he  has  given  that  right  to  the  United  States  "it 
is  an  affair  which  concerns  you  &  him  &  not  us:  we  have  never 
parted    with    such    a   power. 

Brothers, 

At  our  General  Council  held  at  the  Glaize  last  fall  we  agreed  to 
meet  Commissioners  from  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  peace,  provided  they  consented  to  acknowledge  &  confirm 
our  boundary  line  to  be  the  Ohio,  and  we  determined  not  to  meet 
you  untill  you  gave  us  satisfaction  on  that  point.  That  is  the 
reason    we   have   never    met. 

We  desire  you  to  consider  Brothers,  that  our  only  demand  is 
the  peaceable  possession  of  our  once  great  country.  Look  back  & 
view  the  Lands  from  whence  we  have  been  given,  to  this  Spot. 
We  can  retreat  no  further  because  the  Country  behind  hardly  affords 
food  for  its  present  Inhabitants;  and  we  have  therefore  resolved 
to  leave  our  bones,  in  this  small  place  to  which  we  are  now  con- 
fined. 

Brothers, 

We  shall  be  persuaded  that  you  mean  to  do  us  justice  if  you 
agree,  that  the  Ohio  shall  remain  the  boundary  line  between  ua; 
if  you  will  not  consent  thereto,  our  meeting  will  be  altogether 
unnecessary,  This  is  the  great  point  which  we  hoped  would  have 
been  explained,  before  you  left  your  homes,  as  our  message  last 
fall   was   principally   directed   to   obtain    that   information. 
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Done   in   General   Council   at  the   foot   of    the    Miamis   Rapids   the 
13th   clay   of   August    1793. 

Nations.  Marks. 

Wyandots  Bear 

Seven  Nations  of  Canada  Turtle 

Delawares  Turtle 

Shawanese  Wolfe 

Miamis  Turtle 

Ottawas  Sturgeon 

Chippewas  Crane 

Senecas  of  the  Glaize  Turtle 

Potawatamies  Blackfish 

Conroys  Turkey 

Munseys  Turkey 

Nautikokes  Turtle 

Mohickens  Turkey 

Messasagues  Eagle 

Creeks  Bear 

Cherokees  Elk 

Sent  with  strings  of  black  and  white  Wampum. 

Eudorf^d :    3. 

In  Lord  Oorcbeeter's  to  Mr.  Oacdas. 
No.  I  of  the  2.^  Oct.  179.3. 

[  Q  66,  p  190  ] 
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NATIONS. 

To   the   Chiefs  &  Warriors   of   the   Indian    Nations,    assembled   at   the 

foot   of   the    Miamis   Rapids. 
Brothers, 

We  have  just  received  your  answer  dated  the  13th  Instant  to  our 
Speech  of  the  Slst  of  last  month  which  we  delivered  to  Your 
Deputies  at  this  place.  You  say  it  was  interpreted  to  all  your 
Nations;  and  we  presume  it  was  fully  understood.  We  therein 
explicitly  declared  to  you,  that  it  was  now  impossible  to  make  the 
River  Ohio  the  boundary  between  your  Lands  iV:  the  Lands  of  the 
United  States.  Your  answer  amounts  to  a  declaration  that  you  will 
agree  to  do  other  boundary  but  the  Ohio.  The  negociation  i.s  there- 
fore  at   an    end. 

We  sincerely  regret  that  peace  is  not  the  result,  but  knowing 
the  upright  and  liberal  views  of  the  United  States,  which  as  far  as 
you  gave  us  opportunity,  we  have  explained  to  you,  wo  trust  that 
impartial   judges    will    not   attribute   the   continuance  of    war    to   them. 
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Done   at   Captain    Elliots   at   the   mouth   of    the   Detroit   River,    the 

Sixteenth   day   of   August   1793. 

B.  Lincoln,  ^  Commissioners 

Beverley  Randolph, I        of  the 

Timothy  Pickering,    J  United  States. 

Endorsed:    i. 

la  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dandas. 
No.  2.  of  the  25  Oct.  1793. 

[  Q  66,  p  198  ]  


commissioners   of    the    united    states    to    the   chiefs   of   the  six 

NATIONS. 

To   the   Chiefs   of   the   Six   Nations 
Brothers, 

Two  Runners  were  sent  by  us  this  week  with  a  Message  dated 
the  14th  of  this  month  to  the  Indian  Nations  assembled  at  the 
Rapids  of  the  Miamis,  our  instructions  to  the  Runners  were  to 
inform  you,  that  they  had  such  a  message  from  us,  and  to  request 
you  to  assemble  the  Chiefs  of  the  other  Nations,  and  then  deliver 
it  to  you  altogether,  from  the  report  of  the  Runners  we  are  appre- 
hensive that  they  mistook  our  orders  &  that  our  message  has  not 
been  communicated  to  you,  we  therefore  send  a  copy  of  it  No.  1. 
We  at  the  same  time  sent  a  letter  to  Colonel  MoKee  of  which 
also  we  enclose  a  copy  No.  2. 
Brothers, 

Our  Runners  returned  hither  this  evening,  but  a  few  hours  before 
their  arrival,  two  Wyandot  Runners  arrived  here  with  a  written 
answer  No.  3  to  our  Speech  of  the  31st  of  last  month,  insisting 
upon  the  Ohio  as  a  boundary  between  the  Indian  Lands  &  those 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  we  had  already  explicitly  declared 
that  we  could  not  make  the  Ohio  the  boundary  the  business  of 
course  was  at  an  end,  however  we  delivered  a  short  spaech  in 
writing  to  the  same  Runners  who  sett  oflp  this  evening  to  return 
to  the  Council  at  the  Rapids,  we  enclose  a  copy  of  it  also  No.  4. 
Brothers, 

Being  desirous   that    you   should   be   fully   informed   of   these   tran- 
sactions,   we    have    sent    you    copies    thereof,    which    you     may    not 
otherwise   obtain. 
Brothers, 

We    came    hither    with    a   most    sincere    desire    to    make   a   peace, 

that   would   be   beneficial   to    the    Indians   as   well   as    to   the    United 
75 
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States,  and  had  such  a  peace  been  accomplished,  we  felt  a  confi- 
dence that  the  justice  &  humanity  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  present  views  of  Indian  atTairs,  would  not  only  have  con- 
tinued, but  extended  their  benificence  to  the  Indian  Nations  and 
as  far  as  it  depended  upon  them  would  have  rendered  the  Peace  as 
lasting  as  the  Hills,  and  we  should  have  been  extremely  happy  in 
laying  the  foundation  of  so  much  good.  We  have  now  only  to 
return  home,  and  report  our  proceedings  to  the  President  of  the 
United     States.      We     shall    sail    with     the    first    fair    wind     for   Fort 

Erie. 

B.  Lincoln, 

Beverley  Eandolph, 

Timothy  Pickering, 

Mouth  of  the  Detroit  River,  ) 

August  16th  1793.      ) 

Endorsed:    9. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dandas. 
No.  2.  of  25  Oct.  1793. 

[  Q  66,  p  213  ]  


Commissioners 

of  the 
United  States. 


ACCOUNT. 

Account  of  Flour  received  in  Upper  Canada,  for  the  supply  of  His 
Majesty's  Forces,  which  had  been  engaged  under  the  sanction  of  His 
Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  advices  respect- 
ing the  new  mode  established  by  the  Right  Honorable  the  Board  of 
Treasury : 


Place 

From  whom 

Qaantity 

In  what 
manner 
received. 

Terms 

Remarks. 

Pounds  of  Flour 

pr.  Cent 
Carrency 

f 

James  Abbot  &  Bon 

Ant.  Dafresne 

12,248- 
18,047 
15,649 
1,306 
6,877' 
6.584 
2,953 
4.018 
3,235 

r 

■   70.915  -( 

In  bags 

ditto    

In  barrels.. 
In  bags 

ditto    

la  barrels.. 

ditto    

In  bags 

ditto   

19«  ■ 

1(>< 

20« 

19» 

19a 

20« 

20s 

19« 

m 

lbs 
• 
p.'  108 

W.  AD.  Robertson 

Pierre  Vandrenll. 

These  prioea  were 

Detroit..- 

MoDsr.  DofTaax.. 

eatabliebed  at 

Mathew  Dalson 

Quebec  last 

Joaeph  Barrel    

year. 

ditto          

Ant  Dafreane 

Quebec,  20th  August  1793. 


John  Craigie. 

Commry  General. 
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N.  B.  A  further  quantity  of  8,430  lbs.  Flour  @  19s  pr.  108  lbs.  received 
at  Detroit,  but  not  included  in  the  accounts  sanctioned  by  His  Excel- 
lency Colonel  Simcoe,  having  been  by  mistake  considered  as  settled  for 
under  the  former  contract. 

J      Q 

[  Q  281-1,  p  63  ] 


COL.    A.    MC  KEE    TO    LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

Foot  of  the  Rapids,  22d  August  1793. 
Sir, 

Our  expectations  of  seeing  a  peace  accomplished  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Indians  Americans  are  disappointed;  and  the 
Commissioners  departed  immediately  on  receiving  the  Speech  of  the 
Confederacy  ( marked  C )  which  states  that  a  meeting  would  be 
altogether  unnecessary,  unless  they  agreed  to  continue  the  Ohio  as 
the     boundary   line   between   the   two   parties. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the  various  speeches 
&c  which  have  passed  from  one  to  the  other  since  I  last  wrote  to 
Your   Excellency. 

The  Six  Nations  from  below  dissented  from  the  other  nations  on 
the  subject  of  the  Boundary,  and  wanted  the  Confederacy  to  give 
up  the  Lands  to  the  United  States  on  the  east  side  of  the  east 
branch  of  the  Muskingum,  as  far  to  the  Northward  as  the  ponds 
near  the  carrying  place  to  Gayahoga;  and  from  thence  in  an  east- 
erly direction  to  Venango,  as  had  been  formerly  offered.  But  the 
other  nations  would  not  consent^  to  it.  All  my  endeavours  were 
directed  to  accomplish  an  union  on  that  point;  and  I  did  not 
expect  it  would  be  diflScult,  as  they  had  heretofore  agreed  to  make 
peace   on    these   terms. 

But  whether  from  a  jealousy  of  the  Six  Nations  who  are  sup- 
posed by  the  others  to  be  attached  to  the  United  States;  or  from 
a  conviction  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  make  such  an  offer  before 
the  Commissioners  agreed  to  the  Ohio  generally  as  the  Boundary,  I 
do  net  know;  they  however  persisted  in  demanding  that  River  as 
the  Boundary  without  any  Limitation.  The  Council  would  have 
been  unanimous  had  they  been  so  fortunate  as  not  to  have  differed 
on  this  single  article;  tho'  I  doubt  whether  it  would  have*  made 
any  alteration  in  the  Resolution  the  Commissioners  took  to  depart, 
as  soon  as  they  were  informed  that  the  Indians  would  not  meet 
them    untill   the   Boundary   should   be   ascertained. 
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Mr.  Talbot,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  this,  is  able  to 
inform  Your  Excellency  of  every  partixjular  which  has  passed  especially 
of  the  attempts  which  were  made  by  the  Six  Nations  to  bring  the 
Commissioners  to  a  Council  fire  on  this  River,  even  before  the  Con- 
federacy deliberated  on  an  answer  to  a  Speech  (marked  B)  and  their 
attempts  also  to  divide  the  Nations  by  holding  private  Councils  with 
some  of  the  Lake  Indians;  and  their  subsequent  behaviour  in  with- 
drawing themselves  to  a  camp  about  a  dozen  miles  below,  where  they 
said  they  proposed  to  meet  the  Commissioners. 

The  numerous  Emissaries  which  have  been  sent  to  this  place,  with 
a  view  (as  the  Indians  suppose)  to  divide  the  Nations,  was  an 
additional  Inducement  to  the  Confederacy  to  resolve  that  they  would 
not  meet  the  Commissioners  until  the  Boundary,  which  had  bsen 
agreed  to  last  Fall  at  a  General  Council  (vizt  the  Ohio)  should  be 
first   assented   to   by    them. 

The  acknowledgement  which  the  United  States  have  at  length 
made,  that  the  Indian  Nations  possess  the  property  or  right  of  the 
soil  of  all  Indian  lands,  has  convinced  the  Nations  of  the  falsities, 
long  propagated,  that  Great  Britain  has  given  away  their  Country 
at  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  left  them  in  a  much  worse  condition 
than    they    were   before   the    war. 

Those  Nations  who  have  not  already  sold  their  possessions  will 
now  enjoy  without  dispute  all  the  lands  belonging  to  them  respec- 
tively; and  these  lands  will  form  an  extensive  Barrier  between  the 
British    and   American    Territory. 

However  conscious  I  may  be  of  having  used  no  improper  influ- 
ence in  the  Councils  of  the  Confederacy,  so  as  to  prevent  the  attain- 
ment of  peace,  which  I  again  assure  Your  Excellency  would  have 
afforded  me  a  most  sensible  gratification;  I  nevertheless  expect  from 
the  malevolent,  disappointed  and  ill  disposed  to  be  blamed  for  the 
opinions  which  the  Indians  have  adopted  and  for  their  Resolution 
which  put  an  end  to  the  negotiation,  I  shall  not,  however  lament 
on  account  of  their  animadversions  while  I  continue  to  be  honored 
with    Your    Excellency's   approbation    of   my   conduct. 

With    the   greatest    Respect,    I    have   the   honor    to    be 

Your    Excellency's  &c. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe.  A.  McKee. 

Eiidora«<l: 

A.  McKee,  E«(|r.  to  Hia  EzMlIency  Lt.  Govr.  Himcoe. 
Foot  of  the  Rapids,  rid  Aaffost  1798. 
In  Lt.  Gorr.  Simcoe'ft  No.  18  of  the  20th  Sept.  1793.        (7) 
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INDIAN   SPEECH. 

Speech    of    the    Chiefs     of    the     Western   Nations     in   behalf   of    the 
Indian   American    Confederacy. 

To   His   Excellency    Governor   Simcoe. 

Spoken   by    Captain   Johnny   a   Sbawanese. 
Father, 

I  now  hold  in  my  hand  the  Belt  which  accompanied  your  Speech 
in   answer   to   what    was   sent   you   from    the   Glaize   last   fall. 

Father, 

In  that  Speech  you  told  us,  that  it  would  always  give  you  pleas- 
ure to  aflPord  us  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  in  promoting 
peace  on  just  and  equitable  terms.  You  also  promised  us.  Father, 
to  send  us  such  writings  as  would  assert  our  just  claims;  &  pro- 
visions for  our  support,  during  the  Councils  to  be  held,  for  effect- 
ing  a   peace   upon    a   just   &   solid   foundation. 

Father, 

Your  promises  to  us  have  been  faithfully  complied  with,  and  we 
thank   you   from    our   hearts   for   your  great   goodness   to   us. 

Father, 

Always  considering  that  your  Heart  is  placed  in  the  center  of 
the  Indian  Confederacy,  we  must  expect,  that  our  great  dependance 
ia   still   on   you. 

Father, 

The  business  here  is  now  over,  and  no  blame  can  rest  on  us, 
that  the  Peace  of  the  Country  is  not  restored.  You  have  been 
informed  that  the  terms  on  which  we  proposed  to  meet  Commission- 
ers from  the  United  States,  were  the  restoration  of  our  Country  & 
the  Ohio  for  the  boundary.  We  were  always  in  hopes  that  the 
Commissioners  had  come  to  meet  us,  with  a  determination  to  make 
peace  and  to  be  reasonable  with  us,  in  which  case  that  desirable 
end  would  have  been  accomplished.  But  they  insisted  on  keeping 
possession  of  almost  our  whole  Country,  and  offered  us  money,  which 
is  useless  to  us,  in  payment.  We  have  proposed  peace  to  them 
three  times,  &  have  at  last  been  told,  they  would  not  consent  to 
our  proposal,  so  that  you  must  be  sensible.  Father,  the  fault  is  not 
ours  as  we  required  nothing  of  them  but  our  just  right  &  peace 
with   the   United   States. 
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Father, 

We  expect  now  to  be  forced  again  to  defend  ourselves  &  our 
country.  And  we  look  up  to  tbe  Great  God  who  is  a  Witness  to 
all  that  passes  here,  for  his  pity  &  his  help.  We  need  not  we 
hope,  again  repeat,  the  great  reliance  we  have  on  you  for  your 
advice  &  assistance;  and  altho'  many  have  united  themselves  with 
us  at  this  Council  fire,  yet  we  can  depend  on  nothing,  so  certainly 
as  your  protection  &  friendship;  of  this  Father  you  may  be  well 
assured  that  at  no  former  period  have  we  stood  in  so  much  need 
of   both.  J-  J-  ^• 


Wyandots 


Delawares 


Shawanese 


Oltnwas  >v 


Min^'Ofs 
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Cherokees 


Munsies 


With  belt  of  White  Wampum. 

idoreed :    6. 

In  Lord  Dorchester 

[  Q  66,  p  203  ] 


Endorsed:    6. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dnndas  of  the  25  Oct.  1793. 


LT.  GOV.  J.  G.  SIMCOE  TO  GEORGE  HAMMOND. 

York  (late  Toronto),  Upper  Canada,  August  24th  1793. 
Sir, 

Having  lately  done  myself  the  honor  of  stating  to  Your  Excel- 
lency my  serious  apprehensions,  that  from  the  Indisposition  of  the 
parties,  the  present  unhappy  war  between  the  American  Indians, 
and  the  United  States  would  not  be  terminated  by  amicable  treaty 
at  the  present  meeting,  held  for  that  purpose  at  Sandusky.  I  can 
only  lament,  that  my  apprehensions  by  late  circumstances  have  been 
corroborated,  and  that  the  Deputation  of  the  Indian  Nations  which 
met  the  Commissioners  at  Niagara  have  been  arraigned  by  their 
Constituents  as  not  having  fully  and  explicitly  demanded  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  whether  they  were  impowered 
to  establish  the  Ohio  as  the  Frontier  Line,  or  not?  Your  Excel- 
lency will  see  by  the  enclosed  papers,*  that  the  Indian  meeting 
have  sent  another  Deputation  to  the  Commissioners,  now  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Detroit  River,  to  demand  from  them  an  explanation 
on   this  point. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  point  out  to  Your  Excellency,  who 
are   so   well   acquainted  with   the   dispassionate   and   dignified   conduct 

*  Not  enclosed. 
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that  has  originated  from  the  wisdom  of  His  Majesty's  Councils 
towards  the  United  States  ever  since  the  peace  of  1783,  that  the 
same  tenor  has  been  uniformly  preserved  by  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernors in  this  Country,  and  that  in  the  midst  of  difficulties,  they 
have  hitherto  been  able  to  maintain  inviolably  a  neutrality  between 
the  native  Indians,  and  the  American  States — but.  Sir,  It  appears 
to  me,  to  be  proper  to  state  to  you  a  detail  of  those  difficulties, 
which  seem  to  increase  upon  this  Government  and  which  may 
ultimately  force  it  into  the  most  serious  and  alarming  situation.  I 
scarcely  think  it  necessary  to  represent  to  Your  Excellency,  that  of 
the  three  Branches  into  which  the  Fur  Trade  of  this  Province  is 
divided.  The  Deiroii,  MichilliiiuOdnac  and  XoHJt  Wesf,  that  the 
former  is  totally  ruined  by  the  subsisting  hostilities,  and  that  in 
their  progress  the  Indians  of  Michillimackinac  having  acceded  to 
the  Confederacy,  that  trade  also  is  sensibly  on  the  decline,  because 
however  important  it  may  be  to  the  Commercial  welfare  of  this 
province  that  the  Indian  Nations  should  carry  on  their  Hunts,  and' 
make  their  returns  in  peace  and  quietness,  the  continuation  of 
hostilities  threaten  much  more  unfavorable  occurrences  than  the  loss 
or  suspension  of  these  branches  of  trade,  and  the  jealousy  of  the 
Indian  may  ripen  into  an  open  attack  on  the  Inhabitants  under 
my     Government. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  recapitulate  to  Your  Excellency  such  cir- 
cumstances as  have  happened  since  the  jDeace  of  1783,  that  evince 
the  temper  and  disposition  with  which  the  Indian  Nations  received 
that  event,  and  the  construction  whiph  they  themselves  placed  upon 
its  articles,  together  with  such  inflammatory  and  unjustifiable  attempts 
as  have  been  made  by  the  Servants  of  the  United  States  to  confirm 
their  jealousy  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  Nation  into  resentment 
for  its  supposed  perfidy,  and  contempt  of  its  imbecility. 

The  instant  that  General  Haldimand  received  the.  information  of  the 
peace.  He  stated  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  his  fears  that  the  Indians 
would   misapprehend  it,   and  consider  themselves  as  abandoned. 

In  May  1783  General  McLean  who  then  commanded  at  Niagara 
held  a  conference  with  the  Indians  to  offer  his  good  offices,  and 
to  assure  them  of  the  King's  regard  and  friendship;  The  Indians 
expressly  told  him,  that  they  were  free  people,  allies  not  subjects 
to  the  King  of  England ;  that  He  had  no  right  to  grant  their  lands 
nor  would  they  submit  to  it;  in  particular,  they  insisted  that  the 
King  had  no  right  to  give  away  Forts  built  in  the  Heart  of  their 
Country,    without   consulting   them. 
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No  admission  of  principles  so  just  in  themselves,  and  which  are 
expressly  provided  for,  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  intimates  only 
that  Great  Britain  should  withdraw  her  garrisons  from  the  posts 
could  erase  that  jealousy  which  the  public  offers  of  Baron  Steuben 
to  purchase  the  Military  Stores  and  provisions  of  the  posts,  and 
the  votes  of  some  of  the  States  and  ultimately  of  Congress,  to  levy 
Troops  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  them,  had  raised  to 
its  utmost  pitch — a  general  Confederacy  was  set  on  foot  by  the 
Six  Nations  and  Western  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  their  own 
Security,  and  Brant  did  not  hesitate  to  avow  that  the  intent  was  to 
attack  either  the  British  or  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  which 
ever   should   infringe   upon    their   Eights. 

This  Confederacy  of  the  Indian  Nations  which  had  been  so 
strongly  inculcated  by  Sir  William  Johnson  after  the  Indian  War 
that  succeeded  to  the  peace  of  1763,  as  the  true  means  of  embrac- 
ing all  the  claims  of  the  several  Nations,  whether  as  separate  or 
joint  proprietors  of  the  Indian  Country,  and  of  laying  thereby  a 
solid  foundation  for  just  and  permanent  peace  has  acted  upon  simi- 
lar principles  and  uniformly  denied  the  validity  of  any  treaties  that 
should  dispose  of  their  Lands,  without  the  consent  of  the  General 
Council. 

The  United  States  having  failed  in  performing  the  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  peace,  the  Western  Posts  have  not  been  surrendered  to 
them ;  This  circumstance  has  operated  so  far  favorably  for  the  Inter- 
ests of  the  King's  subjects,  that  they  have  been  left  unmolested  in 
the  possession  of  those  farms  and  settlements  which  if  the  posts 
had  been  evacuated  it  is  most  probable,  that  the  Indian  Nations 
would  not  have  allowed  them  to  have  established  or  extended,  and 
the  British  North  West  Trade,  it  should  seem,  must  have  failed  as 
it  could  not  have  supported  the  expenoe  of  drawing  provisions  from 
the   then  existing   British    Settlements. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  upon  the  peace,  seem  to 
have  thrown  off  all  appearance  of  moderation  and  justice  in  respect 
to  the  Indian  Nations,  the  division  of  the  Country  into  provinces 
was  among  their  first  public  Acts;  The  extirpation  of  the  Indians, 
was  their  philosophical  language;  and  the  sale  of  their  lands  was 
held   forth   as   the   avowed   foundation   of   their   national   wealth. 

Among   the   Indian   Nations   there   were   several    Natives,    and    more 

of   adopted    white     men,    who   could   fully    deduce    the    consequences 

resulting    from    these    positions,    and   forcibly    explain    them   at   their 
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Councils;  but  there  seems  to  have  been  but  little  necessity  for  such 
mediums;  or  the  pretended  influence  of  Great  Britain;  a  general 
war  has  been  the  consequence  of  the  claims  of  the  Congress,  and 
of   the   self  defence   of   the   Indian    Confederacy. 

The  Language  of  the  Govcniment  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Indian  Nations,  as  held  by  Governor  St  Clair  at  Fort  Harraar  in 
January  17S9  was  "That  after  a  long  struggle  between  the  United 
'"States  and  Great  Britain  in  which  the  Indians  joined  the  latter, 
"the  United  States  got  the  better,  and  that  Great  Britain  asked  for 
"peace,    and   gave   up   the    Indian    Lands   as    part   of    the   price." 

This  language  was  ably  refuted  by  the  Indians.  Your  Excellency 
is   in    possession    of   the   Arguments   of   both    parties. 

The  Successes  of  the  Indians  against  Generals  Harmar  and  Sin- 
clair seemed  to  prepare  a  way  for  peace,  and  Joseph  Brant  in  hopes 
of  finding  means  to  accomplish  upon  just  terms  what  He  has  always 
considered  as  a  most  desirable  end,  and  avowed  as  his  opinion, 
went   to    Philadelphia   in    1792    for   this   very    purpose — 

I  enclose*  to  Your  Excellency  his  letter  to  Colonel  McKee  on 
the  subject,  in  which  it  appears  that  he  continues  under  the 
impression,  which  the  peace  of  1783  had  made  on  the  minds  of  the 
Indians  that  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  respect  to  them  had 
been  unjustifiable. 

The  recent  victory  over  Sinclair,  has  occasioned  a  considerable 
alteration  in  the  language  of  the  United  States;  the  ground  of 
conquest  as  held  forth  by  Governor  Sinclair,  and  that  of  any  right 
from  his  Majesty  having  ceded  the  Indian  Territory,  is  totally  aban- 
doned— but  the  mutual  Treaties  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Sinclair 
are  referred  to,  as  the  just  foundations  of  the  present  claims  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Indian  Nations  'have  always  looked  up  to  the  King  for  protec- 
tion, they  have  uniformly  affirmed  that  the  language  of  the  States  to 
them  has  been  "that  the  King  has  ceded  the  Country;"  they  have 
from  time  to  time  brought  in  pictures  and  emblems  at  once  scurrilous 
and  disrespectful  representing  the  superiority  which  the  United  States 
has  obtained  over  the  King;  and  tho'  in  the  answer  of  Lord  Dorchester 
to  the  Indians,  it  may  have  been  prudently  said  "these  must  have 
originated  from  ill  informed  Individuals''  yet  as  the  Indians  are  fully 
acfjuainted  from  whom  they  have  received  such  presents,  they  cannot 
be  persuaded  to  attribute  it  to  others,  than  the  Governmental  OlHcers 
of    the    United    States; — and   from    hence   they   deduce    fresh   sources 

*Not  enclosed. 
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of  jealousy  against  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  reality  of  her 
cession  of  their  Country,  and  are  the  more  inclined  to  believe  the 
exaggerated   accounts   of    ber   Imbeciliity. 

Your  Excellency  is  master  of  the  strong  and  expressive  language 
in  which  they  have  called  upon  me  to  attend  their  Treaty,  and  you 
are  fully  acquainted  with  every  step  that  has  been  taken,  to  give 
them  that  assistance,  to  which  they  have  a  just  claim,  and  which 
we  have  a  right  to  bestow,  without  violating  that  strict  neutrality, 
which  is  due  to  our  present  situation  with  the  United  States,  and 
involving   the   dignity   of   His   Majesty's   Government. 

But  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  although  such  conduct  may  have 
been  most  proper  in  its  objects,  and  that  the  means  to  accomplish 
it  have  been  such  as  without  doubt,  must  have  done  away  from 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  any  impression  what- 
soever of  an  unfavorable  disposition  in  this  Government  to  the 
expected  peace,  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  neither  personal  expla- 
nation or  an  intermediate  one  through  their  Agents,  has  been  able 
to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  Indian  Nations  that  such  conduct  has 
been  sufficiently  friendly  and  attentive  to  their  Interests  and  they 
have  said,  "that  although  the  United  States  have  not  agreed  that 
the  Representation  of  the  King  their  Father  should  attend  the  Treaty, 
they  do  not  see  why  he  should  refuse  to  be  present  to  assist  them, 
the  King's  faithful  allies,  with  his  advice  at  their  General  Council." 
These  serious  Inconveniences  in  the  Commercial  view  of  this  unfor- 
tunate war  (the  loss  or  material  Injury  of  the  Detroit  and  Mich- 
illimackinac  branches  of  Commerce)  and  the  suspicions  which  have 
been  uniformly  entertained  by  the  Indian  Nations  of  the  neglect 
of  the  King's  Government,  tho'  every  exertion  has  been  made  use 
of  to  allay  it,  (and  circumstances  have  hitherto  proved  favorable  to 
such  an  endeavour)  tend  to  one  point,  our  interest  in  an  immediate 
pacification,  as  they  prove  the  great  evils  and  distress  which  His 
Majesty's  Province  at  present  suffers  by  the  continuation  of  hostil- 
ities, but  it  is  easily  demonstrated  that  their  prolongation  m^  be 
eventually  productive  of  such  open  enmity  from  the  Indians  as 
involve  it  in  difficulties  beyond  the  power  of   remedy  or  calculation : — 

In  case  that  victory  shall  declare  for  the  Indian  Confederacy,  & 
that  it  shall  be  confirmed  in  that  strength  which  its  present  exten- 
sion throughout  the  continent  seems  to  promise,  whatever  ofifenoe 
may  have  been  taken  against  the  strict  neutrallity  of  Great  Britain 
as  we  term  it,  as  it  is  asserted  by  the  Indians,  our  abandoning 
our    Indian    Allies    at    the    treaty    of    peace,    and    leaving    them    to 
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struggle  by  themselves,  in  a  contest  brought  upon  them  as  Governor 
Sinclair's  speech  declares,  by  their  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  and 
terminated  by  her  cession  of  their  Lands  as  part  of  the  price  of 
peace,  such  an  ofiPence  will  be  heightened  and  improved  in  the 
minds  of  the  Indian  Nations  by  the  consciousness  of  recent  supe- 
riority, and  every  effort  to  conciliate  their  alienated  minds  will  bear 
with  it  the  appearance  of  pusillanimity,  which  invites  attack;  the 
usual  presents  will  be  received  without  kindness,  and  new  and  trivial 
demands  will  be  made  upon  every  occasion,  till  the  first  refusal  of 
any  extravagant  request,  will  be  interpreted  as  injury,  will  be  avenged 
by  predatory  excursions,   that  must  terminate  in  an  open  war. 

On  the  other  side,  should  Fortune  side  with  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  the  Indian  Tribes  have  been  advised  and  probably 
have  determined  to  tiy  to  the  British  Fortresses  for  protection,  or 
passing  over  to  the  British  Territory  within  its  Treaty  Line,  will 
from  thence  continue  a  perpetual  warfare,  that  in  either  case  sooner 
or   later   must   involve   this   Government   with   the    United   States. 

But  should  it  be  thought  politick  and  prudent  in  case  of  this, 
the  uttermost  distress  of  the  Indian  Nations,  to  refuse  them  shelter 
in  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  or  the  protection  of  His  Fortresses, 
what  will  be  the  consequences?  The  Nation,  the  Tribe,  I  had 
almost  said  the  Individuals  that  could  not  withstand  the  powerful 
and  well  arranged  army  of  the  United  States,  can  in  an  instant 
destroy  the  Settlements  and  massacre  the  unfortunate  Inhabitants 
of  Upper  Canada;  and  the  untutored  savage  in  the  first  impulse  of 
his  resentment;  and  the  last  deliberation  of  his  Council,  would 
reconcile  such  an  attempt  to  his  general  mode  of  reasoning,  and 
to  which  opportunity  and  necessity  would  powerfully  urge  him, 
without  the  being  prompted  by  the  Indian  or  White  Emissaries  of 
the  United  States;  who  in  any  case  are  a  ready  and  formidable 
engine,  fully  prepared  to  turn  the  views  of  the  Indians,  to  their 
own  purposes,  and  gradually  to  alienate  their  minds  from  the  King 
their   Father,  and   to   dispose   them    to    Hostility  against   his   subjects. 

The  contemplation  of  the  papers  herewith  transmitted,  in  which 
neither  Captain  Brant  or  Col.  McKee  seem  to  have  hopes  of  an 
amicable  conclusion  of  the  present  treaty  have  naturally  disposed  my 
mind  to  rotlect  on  the  baneful  consequences  should  Hostilities  recom- 
mence on  the  Frontiers  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions;  there  are 
niany  objects,  and  Interests  of  groat  monient,  that  I  could  detail 
to    Your    Excellency,    which     are    involved     in     such    a    calamity,    but 
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which  are  all  so  inferior  in  magnitude  to  what  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  an  Indian  war  on  the  one  hand;  and  from  giving  any 
just  cause  of  offense  on  the  other  to  the  United  States,  that,  I 
desist   from   dwelling   upon   them. 

I  cannot  however  conclude  without  saying,  that  I  should  have 
been  most  happy  had  the  Government  of  the  United  States  coin- 
cided with  the  Indian  request,  and  that  you  could  have  obtained 
his  Majesty's  gracious  permission  to  have  been  the  Mediator  in  his 
name   at   the   present   Treaty. 

The  weight  and  authority  of  Your  Excellency  would  have  pointed 
out,  to  the  Indian,  that  justice,  which  He  may  not  be  disposed  to 
recognize  when  introduced  by  the  Representative  of  his  enemies; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  purity  of  our  National  Character  in  Your 
Excellency's  hands  would  have  been  a  pledge  to  the  United  States 
of  our  zealous  anxiety  to  establish  a  peace  upon  permanent  prin- 
ciples of  equity.  It  must  also  at  this  juncture,  I  am  persuaded 
have  been  a  personal  gratification  to  Your  Excellency,  to  have  ren- 
dered such  service  as  might  have  been  in  your  power  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  whose  recent,  manly  and  impartial 
conduct  cannot  but  have  afforded  you  a  considerable  degree  of  satis- 
faction. 

I  have  the  honor   to   be,    with   great   Eegard, 

Sir  Your    Excellency's  &c, 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 
His  Excellency  George  Hammond,  &g. 

Endorsed: 

In  Lt.  Govt.  Simcoe's  No.  18  of  the  20th  Sept.  1793.       (6) 

[  Q  279-2,  p  525  ] 
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Niagara,  2d  September  1793. 
Sir, 

I  arrived  here  last  evening  from  Detroit  and  am  extremely  sorry 
that  our  business  to  the  westward  did  not  terminate  in  a  peace  as 
was  by  many  of  us  wished  for,  as  to  the  consequences,  I  am 
rather  apprehensive,  from  the  great  divisions  amongst  us,  unanimity 
by  no  means  prevailing,  without  which  the  Indians  it  cannot  be 
expected  will  do  much,  in  my  opinion  the  advice  of  some  whites 
was  too  much  attended  to,  but  perhaps  it  may  be  for  the  best,  I 
am    still   in   hopes   that    an     honorable    peace    may   be    obtained,    and 
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tbe  boundary  fixed  to  Ihe  satisfaclion  of  the  Indians  in  general. 
The  Western  Nations  being  for  the  line  as  fixed  by  Sir  William 
Johnson,  the  Six  Kations  and  Lake  Indians  having  before  mentioned 
the   Muskingum. 

A  Treaty  is  to  be  held  at  Butfaloe  Creek  as  soon  as  the  Indians 
all  arrive;  was  it  possible  I  should  have  been  extremely  happy  in 
having  consulted  with  your  Excellency,  on  the  present  situation  of 
our  atfairs,  but  time  I  am  afraid  will  not  admit  of  it.  I  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  any  detail  of  our  proceedings  as  Mr.  Sheehan, 
I  dare  say,  will  make  his  report  to  you,  as  soon  as  He  arrives. 
The  result  of  the  Treaty  to  be  held  shall  be  made  known  to  Your 
Excellency   as   soon   as   it.  is   over. 

I    have   the    honor   to   be 

Your    Excellency's    &c 
His  Excellency  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe.  Jos.  Brant. 

t'.ndorsed : 

Captain  Joeeph  Braat  to   Hie  Escellency  Lt.  Goveraor  Simc^je,  dated  Niagara,  September  2d  1793. 
In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  No.  18  of  the  20th  Sept.  1793.        (4) 
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State  of  the  Troops  in  North  America  Commanded  by  The  Rt   Honble 
Guy  Lord  Dorchester,  September  1793. 
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Endorsed : 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dundas. 
No.  3  of  the  25  Octr.  1793.       F. 
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LIEUT.   GOV.   J.    G.   SIMCOE   TO   GEORGE   HAMMOND. 


Sir, 


York  (late  Toronto),  Sept.  8tli  1793. 


As  I  have  a  favorable  opportunity  by  Mr.  Brewerton  an  half  pay 
officer  in  the  King's  Service,  to  communicate  with  your  Excellency, 
I  am  to  transmit  for  your  information  the  copies  of  various  Papers 
which  I  have  received  from  Colonel  McKee  and  his  information, 
that  all  Negociation  between  the  American  Indians  &  the  United 
States  has  proved,  unavailing,  and  that  our  best  endeavors  to  pro- 
mote  the  desirable   object   of   Peace   have   been   to   no   effect. 

It  will  appear  from  Colonel  McKee's  letter  that  he  endeavored 
to  unite  the  Indians,  and  to  persuade  them  to  content  themselves 
with  the  boundaries  which  they  had  formerly  demanded;  but  to  no 
effect,  as  the  Western  Indians  insisted  upon  their  requisition,  as 
made  in  the  Speech,  which  I  transmitted  to  Your  Excellency  the 
last  year,    that   the   Ohio   should   be   the   Boundary. 

Colonel  McKee  complains  and  as  I  apprehend  with  great  reason 
of  the  Six  Nations;  I  enclose  to  Your  Excellency  a  letter  from 
Captain  Brant  by  which  it  appears  that  those  Tribes  are  at  this 
moment  in  Council,  and  He  says,  he  has  "still  hopes  that  an  hon- 
orable  Peace  may  be   effected"  Captain    Brant    always  was   of   opinion 
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that  the  lesser  boundary  of  the  Ohio  &  Muskingum  should  be 
adopted,  but  that  the  greater  one  was  settled  by  Sir  William  John- 
eon  should  be  the  preliminary  stipulation.  On  my  asking  him  "how 
such  information  should  be  conveyed  to  the  Commissioners"  he  told 
me  "He  did  not  know."  It  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  that  the  West- 
ern Indians  who  are  disposed  to  consider  this  Chief  as  a  Traitor 
will  comply  with  any  Councils  held  under  his  auspices.  His  char- 
acter is  very  problematical,  his  conduct  has  been  very  unsatisfactory 
to  Colonel  McKee — added,  to  these  difficulties  on  the  part  of  the 
Indian  Nations,  the  Commissioners  told  me  that  the  Muskingum 
Boundary    would    never   be   consented    to. 

The  horrors  of  an  Indian  War,  need  no  explanation  or  comment, 
tV:  I  am  truly  distressed  that  they  are  so  likely  to  be  continued, 
should  the  Indians  prove  successful  in  the  next  rencounter,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may  not 
for  a  shadow  sacrifice  the  substance  but  be  anxious  for  the  King's 
mediation,  which  can  alone,  I  am  persuaded,  unite  the  Indian . 
Nations  and  effect  that  termination  of  hostilities,  which  if  they  be 
suffered  to  continue  must  eventually  involve  this  Colony  in  the  most 
serious   calamities. 

Colonel  McKee  did  not  deliver  this  Speech  to  the  Indian  Nations 
which  I  left  to  his  discretion,  as  the  Treaty  was  not  concluded;  but 
I  am  happy  I  wrote  it  as  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  in  it  a 
general  coincidence  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  particular,  a  clear  statement  that  by  the 
Treaty  with  the  United  States  His  Majesty  precluded  his  subjects 
from  colonizing  beyond  the  boundary  stipulated,  altho  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Indian  Nations  &  this  I  thought  proper  to  explain,  as 
I  understand  it  has  been  thrown  out  in  popular  publications,  that 
the  Indian  War  was  fomented  by  the  British  that  they  might  avail 
themselves   of   the   event,    and    colonize   towards   the   Ohio. 

I  enclose  for  Your  Excellency's  perusal  the  copy  of  a  Report  of 
the  officer  commanding  at  Oswego,  by  which  you  will  see  that  the 
People  in  that  Country  are  ripening  into  a  temper  which  may  be 
productive  of  the  most  serious  disputes,  an  armed  Party  lately 
passed  that  Post  in  the  night  with  contraband  goods,  predetermined 
to  seize  the  Preventive  officer,  and  to  imprison  him  should  he  stop 
their  boat.  I  am  building  n  Row  Boat  to  carry  a  gun.  to  endeavour, 
by  terror,  to  prevent  such  gross  insults,  and  I  nhall  direct  the 
officer  commanding  not  to  pursue  Deserters  beyond  certain  Bounds; 
but   these   arrangements   will    be   at   best,    merely    palliatives,    and    the 
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settlements  making  in  the  vicinity  of  the  King's  post  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  such  hostilities  as  the  officer  agreeably  to  his  Instruc- 
tions, cannot  but  consider  as  force,  and  repell  hy  force,  unless  some 
speedy  arrangement  shall  take  place,  either  by  the  King's  troops 
being  withdrawn  from  the  Posts,  in  consequence  of  a  general  Treaty, 
or  that  during  the  suspence  of  the  negociation,  the  Government  of 
New  York  shall  exert  its  power  to  restrain  the  lawless  proceedings 
of  its   frontier   Subjects. 

I  cannot  but  wish  that  some  arrangement  on  this  subject  might 
be  made  between  Your  Excellency  &  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  any  trifling  complaints  if  such  may  have  arisen  on  our 
parts,  (but  which  I  have  neither  heard  of  or  believe)  may  be 
easily  remedied  and  guarded  against,  as  the  post  is  purely  military, 
and  as  such  is  the  object  of  national  consideration,  but  by  no 
means  ought  to  become  subject  to  Insults  from  any  Individual 
which    may   lead   to   the   most   serious   consequences. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  by  Colonel  Ogden, 
who   has   proceeded   to   Quebec. 

Lieut   Brewerton   the   bearer  of  this  dispatch   is   the   son   of   a   late 
Provincial   Colonel,    to   whose   family,    the   Council    of    this   Province, 
have    granted    the    customary    Lands.      The    young    man   seems   well 
behaved,    &   means   to   settle   in    Upper   Canada. 
I   have   the   honor   to   be 

Sir  with   great   regard 

Your   Excellency's   &c. 

J.   G.   SiMCOE. 

His  Excellency  George  Hammond,  &c. 

Endorsed:     8. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dnndas.    No.  2  of  the  25  Octr.  1793. 
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[No.  18.] 
Sir, 


LETTER   FEOM   LIEUT.   GOV.   J.    G.   SIMCOE. 

York,  Upper  Canada,  September  20th  1793. 


The    Shipping    on     Lake    Erie    winter    at    Detroit,    they    also   are 
frozen   up,    and   unprotected    in    any   shape,    from    any   attempt   which 


may   be   made   against   them. 
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The  people  of  the  United  States  being  bent  on  the  occupation 
of  Presqu'  Isle,  I  beg  to  propose  without  loss  of  time,  that  an 
Establishment  may  take  place  at  Long  Point,  and  I  conceive  from 
Information  of  the  Surveyor,  that  it  may  be  practicable  to  erect  a 
sufficient  work  on  the  Island  mark'd  in  the  plan  A  to  protect  the 
shipping  in  which  case  I  hesitate  not  in  recommending  that  they 
be  transferred  to  that  Harbour,  should  I  discover  (as  I  hope  if  I 
can  procure  the  Indians  to  accompany  me  at  this  season)  the  Har- 
bour on  Lake  Huron,  I  shall  not  fail  to  have  a  survey,  transmitted 
to   you,    Sir,    the   ensuing   summer. 

I  must  observe  in  a  general  view,  of  the  maritime  advantages  of 
these  Ports,  that  Naval  artificers  in  case  of  necessity  may  be  easily 
transferred  from  one  Lake  to  the  other;  It  not  being  more  than 
six  days  Journey  from  Long  Point  to  York — and  from  thence  to 
Lake   Huron. 


Added  to  political  considerations,  I  dare  avow,  that  Colonel 
McKee's  additional  salary  would  not  only  be  properly  Oconomy, 
but  be  justly  bestowed  as  I  believe  that  gentleman  has  sacrificed, 
as  it  is  generally  affirmed,  much  of  his  private  fortune  in  an  office 
that  his  present  sallary  could  not  support;  otherwise  he  must  have 
had  recourse  to  public  peculation  which  I  have  not  the  smallest 
reason    to   suspect. 

The  consequence  of  this  arrangement  would  I  am 'persuaded  be 
materially  felt,  and  a  system  might  be  adopted  which  gradually  may 
render  the  Indian  Presents  far  less  burthensome,  and  more  beneficial 
than    they   are   at   present   to   Great   Britain. 

In  this  detail  of  the  present  situation  of  Indian  Affairs,  I  have 
also  in  view  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  those  Reasons  which  so 
strongly  possess  me,  that  it  is  requisite  for  the  safety  &  security 
of  the  Province  to  occupy  the  different  Posts  I  have  intimated, 
York,  Long  Point  and  London,  to  separate  and  to  command  the 
Indian  Nations.  The  ready  access  which  the  former  of  these  Posts 
has  to  Lake  Huron,  and  from  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  French 
River,  by  which  all  the  north  west  Trade  from  Montreal  passes 
into  Lake  Huron  may  probably  be  of  great  military  importance; 
and  there  is  little  doubt,  but  the  produce  of  the  Lands  on  this 
communication  (and  on  the  River  Thames)  in  oaee  of  Detroit  being 
ceded    to   the    United    States,    will    in    no   distant    period    be   sufficient 
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to  supply  the  North,  West  Trade,  with  such  provisions  as  it  may 
want,  and  which  the  Merchants  concerned  in  that  Trade  constantly 
represent  as  the  principal  utility,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  of 
our  retaining  possession  of  Detroit.  The  extent  of  this  Settlement 
reaching  to  the  waters  that  fall  into  Lake  Huron,  will  form  a  strong 
Barrier,  should  the  Messissagua  Nation  (of  which  at  present  there 
is   no   appearance)   be   hostile   to   the   British    Interests. 

Long  Point  is  the  favorite  object  of  all  descriptions  of  people; 
Its  vicinity  is  represented  as  the  most  desirable  for  settlements; 
and  whether  the  restraint  which  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  pru- 
dent to  place  upon  its  colonization  seems  to  enhance  its  value,  or 
it  really  possesses  great  advantages,  there  appears  to  be  little  doubt 
but  what  it  will  become  a  flourishing  part  of  Upper  Canada.  The 
Circumstances  of  the  Indian  war  have  hitherto  influenced  the  Council 
not  to  encourage  the  peopling  of  a  Country,  which  should  the  Six 
Nations  be  engaged,  might  become  the  war  path,  to  the  manifest 
inconvenience  and  loss  of  property  tho'  probably  not  to  the  personal 
injury  of  the  Inhabitants.  Should  the  King's  forces  occupy  a  post 
there,  which  I  am  anxiously  desirous  of,  care  will  be  taken  that  the 
Inhabitants  in  its  neighbourhood  should  be  composed  of  Loyalists  of 
the  most  determined  principles,  and  such  as  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  arrive  by  tho  rout  of  Presqu'  Isle  from  those  persons  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  who  at  the  end  of  the  war  were  associated 
to  support  the  cause  of  the  King;  and  from  whom,  agents  have  been 
sent  to  signify  the  wish  of  many  of  them  to  remove  into  this  Gov- 
ernment. A  strong  settlement  in  this  vicinity  would  effectually 
separate  the  Mohawks,  on  the  Grand  River  from  the  other  Indian 
Nations,  and  prevent  what  Captain  Brant  once  intimated  to  me  in 
a  letter;  "The  Six  Nations  becoming  a  Barrier  between  the  British 
and  the  Western  Indians."  But,  Sir,  I  ever  considered  the  Estab- 
lishment of  the  capital  at  the  place  marked  London  on  the  Forks 
of  the  Thames  or  La  Franche,  as  the  capital,  not  only  of  Upper 
Canada,  but  as  the  most  of  all  the  Independent  Indian  Nations,  & 
in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  the  extension  of  the  settlements 
from  it,  to  Burlington  Bay  on  the  one  side,  to  Long  Point  and 
Chatham  on  the  other,  will  in  a  short  time  effectually  add  the 
influence  of  command  over  all  the  Nations  within  the  British  Terri- 
tory, as  I  trust  the  King's  Benevolence,  duly  distributed,  would 
preserve  the  foundations  of  affection  and  confidence,  which  a  long 
intercourse   of   benefits   ought,    and   I   hope   has,    established. 
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Should  this  place  become  the  capital  of  the  .Country,  the  facility 
which  the  main  branch  of  the  Thames  gives  to  the  access  of  the 
Indians  from  Lake  Huron,  and  its  other  streams  to  those  from  Lake 
Sinclair,  and  the  Grand  River  would  render  it  extremely  easy  for 
the  King's  Presents  to  be  delivered  to  all  the  Nations  at  a  given 
season;  such  excepted,  which  might  be  mutually  convenient  to  be 
issued    elsewhere. 

In  stating  for  your  information  Sir,  the  system  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  best  calculated  to  consolidate  all  the  advantages  that 
may  be  expected  from  this  important  Colony,  I  am  to  represent  to 
you  that  I  cannot  possibly  venture  to  occupy  the  Capital  without 
a  competent  force;  and  tho'  in  my  original  communication  to  you, 
Sir,  and  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of 
a  force  adequate  to  these  purposes,  which  circumstances  of  general 
consideration,  I  presume  rendered  inexpedient  to  be  adopted;  yet, 
as  since  that  period.  His  Majesty  has  thought  proper  to  augment 
the  Establishment  of  his  army,  a  sufficient  force  is  thereby  already 
provided  to  embrace  the  whole  extent  of  the  system  which  personal 
observation  has  most  eminently  confirmed.  If,  therefore,  the  Regi- 
ments now  in  Upper  Canada  shall  be  compleated  early  next  year 
to  their  full  compliment,  and  the  arrangement  in  consequence  of 
such  addition  left  to  my  discretion,  I  shall  be  enabled  without 
alteration  of  the  present  garrisons,  of  Oswego,  Xiaf/ara,  and  Detroit, 
to  occupy  London  with  three  hundred  men;  and  Lomj  Point  and 
York  and  the  necessary  posts  of  Communication  with  sufficient 
detachments. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you,  Sir,  how  far  this  disposition  of 
posts  is  preparatory  also,  to  the  withdrawing  of  the  King's  Forces 
from  the  Barrier  Forts,  an  event,  that  must  take  place  sooner  or 
later,  if  the  Government  of  the  United  States  hold  their  present 
language;  unless  it  may  be  thought  worth  while  to  enter  into  a  war 
for  their  preservation,  the  Line  of  Communication,  I  have  proposed, 
will  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  that  the  Troops  of  the  Colony  may 
be  collected  to  operate  wheresoever  it  may  be  thought  expedient 
for   its   security,   or   for   offence. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  no  military  assistance  whatsoever,  can 
be  expected  from  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Frontier  in  case  of  Indian 
Hostilities,  and  very  little  under  existing  circumstances,  should  there 
be  a  rupture  with  the  United  States— but  whatsoever  might  be  the 
assistance  to  be  drawn  from  the  Country,  it  certainly  would  accumu- 
late  by    the   appearance   of   a   central    force. 
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Upon  the  first  news  of  the  rupture  with  France,  I  determined  to 
withdraw  the  Queen's  Rangers  from  the  unhealthy  vicinity  of  Niagara 
where  they  were  encamped  and  occupy  York.  I  submitted  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  my  Intentions  and  desired  his  sanction  to  author- 
ize me  to  construct  a  Block  House  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the 
Harbour,  detailing  to  him  its  properties  and  the  security  it  would 
afford  to  the  Civil  Government  of  the  Province,  at  the  same  time 
stating  in  the  Capacity  of  Civil  Governor,  that  was  I  not  obedient 
to  his  authority,  I  should  certainly  occupy  and  in  some  degree 
secure  that  post,  for  the  residence  of  the  Civil  officers  of  Govern- 
ment; and  that  the  only  protection  of  the  Country  should  not  depend 
on  such  a  miserable  fortress  as  Niagara,  situated  within  the  Line 
of   the   United    States. 

As  Major  General  Clarke  was  in  expectation  of  the  arrival  of 
Lord  Dorchester  he  was  not  inclined  to  issue  any  orders  relative  to 
the  points  which  I  had  stated  to  him,  but  permitted  me  to  avail 
myself  of  such  assistance  as  I  had  pointed  out  to  him  might  be 
procured  from  some  old  cannon  that  had  been  condemned,  (but  which 
might  yet  be  of  specific  service)  and  some  Cannonades  to  give  the 
appearance  of  fortifying  the  Harbour. 

The  lateness  of  the  Season  has  prevented  me  from  building  Store- 
houses to  lodge  the  Cargo  of  the  Scipio  and  other  public  stores, 
consequent  to  the  erection  of  the  Government,  these  I  propose  to 
construct  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  serve  for  the  defence  of  the 
Harbour;  and  I  wish  to  be  authorized  to  occupy  the  Post  at 
Long  Point  in  a  similar  method ;  The  Posts  at  Bois  blanc  and 
Maisonville's  Island,  seem  well  adapted  for  the  same  species  of 
Fortification. 


I   have   the   honor   of  being   with    the   utmost   Respect   Sir, 

Your   most   obt 

J.    G.    SiMCOE, 

Endorsed:    Upper  Canada,  20th  Sept.  1793. 
Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 
R.  23d  Deer.    (Seven  Incloenres.) 


[  Q  279-2,  p  488  ] 
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CAPT.    JOSEPH    BRANT   TO  JOSEPH    CHEW, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Joseph  Brant,  to  Joseph  Chew — 
Secretary  of  Indian  affairs,  dated  Niagara  the  2(5th  of  Sept.  1793. 
"I  arrived  here  some  time  ago  from  the  Miamis,  much  disap- 
pointed in  my  expectations  &  wishes  as  to  peace,  the  three  Nations, 
Shawanoes,  Delawares  «\:  Twightwees,  being  in  my  opinion,  too  much 
under  the  guidance  cNi:  influence  of  some  white  people,  who  have 
advised  them  to  adhere  to  the  old  boundary  line  as  fixed  in  the 
year  1768,  the  Six  Nations  and  Lake  Indians,  much  the  most  numer- 
ous tribes  were  for  adhering  to  the  Muskingum  Line  as  offered  to 
the  Americans  in  the  year  1788,  from  this  division  amongst  us 
respecting  the  boundary  it  was  the  cause  of  our  doing  no  business, 
we  acted  consistently  at  least  I  myself  did  with  the  dictates  of 
my  conscience  and  honor  &  honesty.  The  Shawanoes,  Dele- 
wares  &  Twightwees  carried  every  thing  their  own  way  &•  were 
determined  not  to  meet  the  Commissioners  from  the  United  States 
to  treat  with  them  unless  the  Line  they  wished  for  should  be 
admitted.  This  we  the  Six  Nations  &  Lake  Indians  could  not  con- 
cur in,  knowing  that  what  they  insisted  on  was  by  no  means  fair, 
this  was  the  reason  why  the  treaty  broke  up— &  should  those  three 
Nations  not  be  able  to  withstand  the  Americans  (as  there  is  little 
reason  to  suppose  they  will)  possession  will  be  got  of  their  Country, 
and  they  drove  back  to  the  Mississippi  unless  assisted  by  the  British 
(which  I  suppose  will  not  be  the  case)  the  consequences  then  must 
be   fatal    to   those    Indians   as   time  must  ere  long  convince  us." 

"I  am  now  on  my  way  to  Buffaloe  Creek  to  attend  at  a  Council 
to  be  held  there,  at  which  the  Six  Nations  mean  to  make  an  offer, 
to  the  Americans,  of  the  Muskingum  as  the  Boundary  Line,  should 
this  not  be  accepted  of  by  them  it  may  be  the  means  of  again 
uniting  our  Indian  Nations  &  convincing  us  that  the  Americans 
are  equally  as  stubborn  on  their  part,  as  the  Shawanoes  tV:c  are  on 
theirs.  After  this  Council  is  finished,  I  shall  send  you  a  copy  of 
our  Journal,  with  the  different  Speeches  &  other  occurrences,  which 
passed  between  the  Indians  &  the  Commissioners,  from  which  you'll 
be  able  to  form  a  more  perfect  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  us  all,  ct 
then  be  able  to  judgu,  whether  the  Six  Nations  have  acted  with  pro- 
priety or  not,  I  still  hope  that  peace  and  unanimity  may  be  brought 
about,  and  am  determined  that  no  perseverance  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  part,   to  accomplish  such  desirable  objects. 

Eniionted:     No.  7. 

Id  Lord  L>urchR<it«r°a  tu  Mr.  Dandu.     No.  2  of  the  l^  Oct.  179:i. 

[  g  or,,  p  200  ] 
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INDIAN   COUNCIL. 

Proceedings  of  a  Council  held  at  Buffaloe  Creek  10th  October  1793. 
Present 

Lt    Col   Butler   Dy    Agent  for   Indian   Affairs 

Israel  Chapin  Esqr.  Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  United 
States,     with  the 

Chiefs   of  the  Six  Nations. 

After  the  usual   compliments    had    passed    Captain    Brant    addressed 
them  as  follows. 
Brothers, 

You  and  the  King  our  Father,  and  you  our  Brothers  of  the  United 
States,  attend  to  what  we  have  to  say,  we  will  now  explain  to  you 
the  material  point  upon  which  we  have  called  you  together  and 
requested  your  attendance  at  this  Council,  and  which  has  not  been 
fully  explained  to  you  before.  We  wish  to  act  openly  that  the 
world  may  judge  of  our  proceedings. 
Brothers, 

It  is   unnecessary   to    repeat   what   passed   at   the    Great   Council   at 
the   Miamis   Rapids,    as    you    are    already    acquainted    therewith,    we 
shall   therefore   point   out   the  cause  of   our  parting   from  that  meeting 
in   the   manner   we   did. 
Brothers, 

When  the  first  Deputation  from  the  Confederate  Indians,  met  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States,  every  thing  seemed  to  promise 
a  friendly  termination  of  the  Treaty,  but  before  their  return  to  the 
Council  Fire,  messengers  from  the  Creek  Nations  had  arrived  there 
and  brought  authentic  information  of  the  White  People  having 
encroached  upon  that  part  of  the  Confederacy.  This  intelligence  at 
once  gave  a  change  to  the  face  of  our  proceedings,  and  probably 
was  the  sole  cause  of  the  abrupt  termination  of  the  negociation  for 
peace.  Thus  you  see,  that  claims  upon  your  lands  have  been,  and 
still  continue  to  be  the  cause  of  the  war. 
Brothers, 

About   five   years   ago  we  agreed   upon  a  line   of    Demarkation,   with 
the    United    States,    which    you    know    to    be    the    Muskingum,    and 
notwithstanding   the   various    accidents   that    have   occurred   since,    we 
will   still   adhere   to   that   Boundary. 
Brothers, 

We   think   the    United   States   will   agree   to   that    Line,    which    will 
shew   that   they   act   with   that    sincerity    &   justice,    they   always    pro- 
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fess  for  the  Indians.  Should  they  agree  to  this,  we  sincerely  hope 
that  Peace  will  still  take  place,  and  we  think  that  the  weight  of 
our  branch  of  the  Confederacy,  will  be  able  to  accomplish  Peace 
upon  the  reasonable  line  we  have  just  mentioned,  and  we  should  be 
exceedingly  sorry  to  find  that  this  proposal  should  not  be  generally 
accepted  by  the  Confederacy,  if  it  is  *rejected.  We  must  involved 
in  trouble  in  our  own  Country. 
Brothers, 

We  will  now  proceed  to  explain  the  line  upon  which  we  hope 
peace  will  be  made,  we  know  that  the  Lands  along  the  Ohio,  are 
claimed  by  the  Indians,  but  we  propose  to  give  up  such  part  of 
these  Lands,  as  are  actually  settled  and  improved,  which  settlements 
are  to  be  circumscribed  by  a  line  drawn  round  them,  and  no  fur- 
ther claims   to   be   admitted   beyond   such    line. 

N.  B.  The  remainder  of  this  Boundary  to  be  explained  by  Gen- 
eral  Chapin,  for  which  purpose  it  is  the  general  wish  of  the  Six 
Nations,  that  General  Chapin  will  himself  proceed  with  this  Speech 
to   Congress. 

A  Belt,    Black   &   White  Wampum. 

Eadoreed:    k. 

In  Lord  Dorcheeter'e  to  Mr.  Dandas  of  the  2id  Novr.  1793.        No.  11. 

[  Q  67,  p  30  ]  
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The  Line  proposed  by  the  Six  Nations  &  Lake  Indians,  Ottawas, 
Chippewas,  Poutewatamies,  as  the  Boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  American  Indians  and  given  in  public  Council  held  at 
Buflfaloe  Creek  October  10th  1793  to  General  Chapin  to  be  by  him 
transmitted   to   Congress. 

To  begin  where  the  Ohio  falls  into  the  Mississippi,  to  follow  the 
course  of  the  Ohio  to  the  Muskingum  to  ascend  that  River  up  to 
its  most  easternmost  Fork  to  a  Lake  at  its  Head,  the  carrying 
Place  between  the  River  &  the  Cayahoga,  Sc  from  thence  to  follow 
a  direct  course  as  marked  upon  Hutchin's  map,  till  it  strikes  the 
old  Pennsylvania  Line  proceeding  easterly  on  that  till  it  is  inter- 
sected by  a  line  running  Southerly,  to  Cheneses  River,  following 
that  Line  to  the  Forks  of  the  Cheneses  River,  and  down  the 
Cheneses   River   till    it   falls   into    Lake   Ontario. 

To  Bhew  the  willingness  of  the  Indian  Nations  to  accede  to  a 
just   &   honorable  peace   they   agree    to    accept    from     this    Boundary 

'('aptAiD  Brant,  in  convoniatioD  with  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe,  explained  thi*  postage  by  saying.  "  It  waa 
lueant  that  they  moHt  1k)  furcod  to  leavf<  tlieir  conntry."  J.  O.  8. 


t/o//ee/  A'/ies 
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MAP    OF    LAND    BETWEEN    YORK    AND    LAKE    HURON. 
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all  places  which  are  actually  occupied,  with  a  competent  space  for 
trie   accomodation   of   the   present   Settlers. 

They  expect  that  no  Reserves  as  hitherto  demanded  be  made  by 
the  United  States  within  this  Boundary  such  as  Presqu'  Isle,  San- 
dusky,   the   Miaims   Towns   &c.    &c.    &c. 

Captain  Brant  declined  all  further  meeting  unless  this  Boundary 
was  agreed   to,  for  the  purpose  of  Negotiation. 

Mr.'  Sheehan  of  the  Indian  Department  informed  Colonel  Simcoe 
that  the  Corn  Planier  and  New  Arrow  were  the  persons  who  pointed 
out   this   Boundary. 

Tl  .8  Line  was  marked  upon  Hutchin's  Map,  the  explanation  of 
it   was  read   to   Capt.    Brant   who   said    it   was  just.  J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed:    B. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dandas  No.  11  of  the  22d  Novr.  1793. 

[  Q  67,  p  30  ]  


LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE   TO   HENRY   DUNDAS,    SEG'y. 

[  No.  19.  ] 

Sir,  Upper  Canada,  York,  Oct.  19th  1793. 

I   do   myself  the    honor    of    acquainting    you,    that   I   am   returned 
from  exploring  the  Communications  between  this  place  and  Lake  Huron. 


The  importance  of  this  Communication  is  evident;  The  Merchant 
will  probably  supply  by  this  Route  those  heavy  Commodities  which 
are  necessary  in  the  North  West  Trade;  and  this  part  of  Upper 
Canada  will  find  another  vent  for  its  flour  &  by  rivalling  the  Set- 
tlements near  Detroit  in  that  article  at  the  mart  of  Michilimackinac 
will  occasion  the  King's  Garrisons  to  be  furnished  at  a  cheaper 
rate.  The  Merchants  &  Traders  have  already  turned  their  eyes  to 
this  communication  &  obtained  Lots  in  the  Town  of  York  upon 
such  a  speculation,  this  will  be  greatly  encreased,  when  it  shall  be 
fully  understood  that  it  is  much  more  easy  of  access  than  uniform 
Reports   and    frequent    Enquiries   had   given   room    to   imagine. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be   with   the   most   perfect   Respect   Sir 
Your   most   obt.   &   most   humble   Servt 
The  Et.  Honbie  Henry  Dundas,  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

One  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed:    Up.  Canada,  York,  19th  Oct.  1793. 
Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 
R.  27  Jan.  1794,  ansd.    No.  19.    Two  Charts  transmitted  herewith. 

[  Q  280-1,  p  1  ] 
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RETURN. 


Return  of   the   Marine    Establishment  in   the   Province  of    Lower   and 
Upper  Canada. 


Vessels 

Preeect  Eatab 

Wanted  to 
complete 

to  ye  eetab- 
lisbment 

1 

War  EsUb- 
iishment 

Lakes 

s 

a 

1 

63 
z 

0) 

a 
0 

O 

6 
Z 

a 

a 

o 

i 

■ 
a 

s 

6 
z 

^1 

1^ 

• 
a 
a 

"S 

d 
z 

Remarks 

Lake  Champlain 

Maria 

128 
147 

25 

8 

59 

6 

84 
77 

14 

12 

Royal  Edward.. 

Onandago 

Meflseesacna  — 
Caldwell 

Ottawa.. 

sion  to  replace 

275 

25 

8 

59 

6 

161 

28 

the  Maria  next 
Spring. 

I/Hk^f  Ontario    . 

100 
100 
80 

22 
22 
9 

6 
6 

2 

50 
50 
15 

6 
6 
4 

72 
72 
24 

12 
12 
6 

280 

5« 

14 

115 

16 

168 

ID 

Lakee  Eiie  &,  Haron  .. 

100 
106 
100 
55 

22 
22 
22 
11 

6 
4 

6 
2 

50 

10 

50 

5 

6 
4 
6 
2 

72 
S2 
72 
16 

12 

8 
12 

4 

Danmore 

Chippewa 

Felicity 

Total 

General  Total.. 

861 

77 

18 

115 

18 

192 

36 

916 

155 

40 

289 

40 

521 

92 

N.  B.     The  guns  &  ammunition  to  compleat  the  above  vessels  for  war 

is  lying  at  the  several  posts  of  St.  John's,  Kiugston  and  Detroit,  there 

is  in  the  store    here  Rigging  for  two  vessels  of  about  150  Tons  each  & 

Timber  cut,  squared,  marked  &  numbered  under  cover  at  St.  John's  fit 

to  build  two  vessels  of  the  above  burthen. 

Dorchester. 
Quebec,  24th  Oct.  1793. 


Endorsed:      G. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dandas. 
No.  I  of  the  2.^th  Octr.  1798. 
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LORD    DORCHESTEK   TO    HENRY   DUNDAS. 

Quebec,  25th  October,  1793. 
Sir, 

The  answer  given  at  Niagara  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Deputies  of  the  Indian  Confederacy  being  reported 
to  the  General  Council  assembled  at  the  Falls  of  the  Miamis  on 
Lake  Erie,  did  not  [  No  1  ]  give  satisfaction,  they  sent  a  second 
Deputation  to  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  River  to  prevent  their  fur- 
ther approach,  and  desired  explicitly  to  know  if  they  were  author- 
ized to  continue  &  firmly  fix  on  the  River  Ohio,  as  the  boundary 
line  between  them  &  the  People  of  the  United  States;  [No  2]  the 
Commissioners  having  replied  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  [No  3] 
accede  to  that  boundary,  &  the  Indians  persisting  in  their  demand 
the  negociation  broke  [  No  4  ]  off,  &  the  Commissioners  returned 
home  without  being  admitted  to  a  General  Conference  with  the 
Confederated  Tribes  at  the  falls  of  the  Miamis,  the  consequence  of 
which    will   without   doubt   be   the    immediate    renewal    of    hostilities. 

[No  5  &  6]  A  considerable  division  took  place  among  the  Con- 
federacy, the  Western  Indians  remaining  firm  in  not  receding  from 
the  Ohio,  in  its  full  extent  and  imploring  our  advice  &  assistance, 
while  the  Six  Nations  were  for  offering  to  carry  the  line  up  the 
River  Muskingum  by  Gayahaga  and  Venango  approaching  much 
nearer  to  Lake  Erie,  which  has  occasioned  a  considerable  dissatis- 
faction [No  7]  between  them  &  some  reproaches;  the  latter  are  to 
assemble  their  General  Council  at  Buffaloe  Creek  and  will  propose 
this  Frontier  Line  in  form,  [No  8]  which  'tis  imagined  the  West- 
ern Indians  will  not  agree  to.  The  Commissioners  it  also  appears 
have  been  vigilant  to  take  advantage  of  these  divisions  [No  9]  and 
probably  will  pursue  that  plan. 
I  am  with  much  respect 
&   esteem    Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

and   most   humble   Servant 

Dorchester. 
The  Right  Honble  Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed:    Qaebec,  25th  Octr.  1793. 

The  Right  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 
R.  19  Deer.    No.  2.    (Ten  Inclosares.) 

[  Q  66,  p  174  ] 
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Schedule   of  the   inclosures   in    Lord    Dorchester's  letter   to  the   Right 
Honble   Henry    Dundas   No   2   dated    Quebec   25th    October  1793. 

No   1.     Copy    of   a   Message    from    the    Indian  Confederacy    to   the 

Commissioners   of    the    United     States   dated   in  General    Council   at 

the  foot  of   the   Miamis   Rapids   27th  July    1793.  [Published  on  page 
570.] 

2.  Do  of  a  Speech  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Deputies  of  the  Confederate  Indians  assembled  at  the  foot  of 
the  Miamis  rapids  dated  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  River  the  Slet 
July    1793.     [Published   on    page   579.] 

3  Do  of  a  Speech  of  the  General  Confederacy  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States  dated  in  General  Council  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Miamis  Rapids  13th  August  1793.     [Published   on   page  587.] 

4.  Do  of  a  message  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Chiefs  &  Warriors  of  the  Indian  Nations,  assembled  at  the  foot  of 
the  Miamis  Rapids  dated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  River  16th 
August  1793.   [Published  on  page  592.] 

5.  Do  of  a  Letter  from  Alexander  MoKee  Esqr  to  Lieut  Govr. 
Simcoe  dated  Foot  of  the  Rapids  22d  August  1793  [Published  on 
page  595.] 

6.  Do  of  speech  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Western  Nations  on  behalf  of 
the  Indian  American  Confederacy  to  Lieut  Govr.  Simcoe.  [Published 
on  page  597.] 

7.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Joseph  Brant  to  Joseph  Chew, 
Secretary  of  Indian  AflFairs,  dated  Niagara  the  26th  Septr.  1793. 
[Published  on  page  614.] 

8.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut  Governor  Simcoe  to  George  Ham- 
mond ?]8qr.  &c  &c  dated  York  (late  Toronto)  September  8,  1793. 
[Published  on  page  607.] 

No  9.  Copy  of  a  message  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  dated  Mouth  of  the  Detroit 
River  August   16th    1793.     [Published   on    page   593.] 

Endoreeti:    Schedole. 

In  Lord  Dorcheatflr's  No.  2  at  the  2.Mh  Octr.  1793.        (10) 
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LORD   DOECHESTEB   TO   HENRY   DUNDAS. 

A. 

Sir,  Quebec,  October  25th  1793. 

My  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  contains  the  heads  of  a  conversation 
with  a  very  respectable  gentleman  from  the  States;  a  copy  is  enclosed 
&  with  the  Inclosures  B.  C.  D.  will  explain  fully  the  nature  of  his 
complaint  which  though  private  on  his  part,  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  Sovereignty  of  the  extra  Provincial  territory.  Besides  this 
ostensible  business,  I  imagine  he  wanted  to  discover  how  far  their 
establishing  themselves  close  upon  the  Lakes  &  entering  upon  the 
navigation  both  for  commerce  &  war  might  give  umbrage  or  be 
resisted   by   us. 

They  have  it  in  contemplation  to  occupy  the  mouth  of  the  Sodus 
on  Lake  Ontario,  and  also  to  form  a  Settlement  at  Presque  Isle 
on  Lake  Erie,  and  if  permitted  will  soon  establish  other  Posts  on 
this  Lake  nearer  to  Detroit,  in  order  to  distress  the  Indians  and 
render  our  communication  with  them  more  difficult.  This  is  not  a 
new  Idea,  but  whether  from  their  population  being  now  more 
advanced,  or  from  our  being  engaged  in  a  war  with  France,  they 
may  think  this  a  favorable  juncture,  there  seems  at  present  a  greater 
disposition   to   press   forward   in   a   hostile   manner   than   heretofore. 

Should  they  navigate  the  Lakes  before  our  dififerences  are  arranged, 
disputes  innumerable  must  arise;  all  those  disputed  points  between 
the  Powers  of  Europe  concerning  neutral  Bottoms  &  contraband 
goods  would  immediately  come  forward;  all  our  Boats  &  vessels  with 
military  Stores,  Provisions,  Clothing  &  Indian  Presents  in  short, 
every  vessel  that  sailed  on  Lake  Erie  or  Ontario  for  the  purposes 
of  commerce,  might  be  seized,  according  to  the  arguments  which 
have   already   been   maintained   by   one   belligerent   Power   or  another. 

Attempts  to  make  seizures  would  be  resisted  and  hostilities  on 
the  water  would  probably  serve  as  a  signal  for  the  attack  of  Fort 
Ontario  which  would  soon  be  captured  &  thus  repeated  insults  would 
render   all   accommodation   still   more   difficult. 

In  addition  to  these  grounds  of  dispute  the  unsettled  Territorial 
Line,  and  the  condition  of  that  Country  must  originate  many  more, 
so  that  it  seems  indispensibly  necessary  either  to  prevent  these  evils 
by  a  speedy  Treaty  or  to  be  prepared  to  resist  their  first  attempts 
by   such   means   as   will   leave   our   neighbours   little   hope   of   success. 

Independent  of  the  French  Intrigue,  the  Canadas  alone  cannot 
stand  the  contest,  Nova  Scotia  &  New  Brunswick  can  give  no  assist- 
ance. 
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In  point  of  population  I  consider  the  King's  Provinces,  compared 
with    the    United    State   as   one   to    fourteen. 

It  will  require  for  the  Canadas  a  reinforcement  of  Four  or  Five 
Thousand  Infantry  in  the  first  Instance;  besides  Naval  Stores  for 
ten  or  twelve  ships  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  Tuns,  for  the 
Lake  service;  a  master  Builder;  twenty  or  thirty  ships  Carpenters; 
seven  or  eight  hundred  Seamen,  besides  Frigates  to  assist  in  for- 
warding the  work  tt  in  manning  those  vessels,  and  all  these  should 
arrive   as   early    in    the    Spring   as   possible. 

It  may  be  expedient  at  the  same  time  to  send  a  corps  of  six 
thousand  men  to  Halifax  with  a  squadron  sufficient  to  protect  them ; 
this   Force  may  act  offensively  or  defensively  as  occasion  may  require. 

I  am  aware  that  this  will  change  the  present  plan  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  it  will  necessarily  draw  all  the  Infantry  which  can  be 
spared  from  home  to  the  American  Service,  or  to  attack  the  French 
Possessions  out  of  Europe  but  without  it  I  consider  these  provinces 
as  incapable  of  making  any  defence  provided  an  attack  is  conducted 
with   common     sense   either   by    the   Americans  or  by   the   French. 

The  extraordinary  naval  preparations  for  the  Lakes  may  indeed 
be  spared  when  a  firm  Peace  is  concluded  with  America  &,  part  of 
the  Reinforcement  required  for  the  Canadas  may  be  sent  to  Hali- 
fax, &  enable  us  to  act  more  powerfully  against  the  French  Posses- 
sions, combined  always  with  a  proper  attention  to  Nova  Scotia  tt 
to   the   River   St   Lawrence. 

At  the  same  time  that  I  point  out  the  precautions  necessary  to 
put  this  Country  in  a  proper  state  of  defence  I  must  acknowledge 
that  the  Interests  of  the  King's  American  Dominions  require  Peace 
and  I  think  the  Interests  of  the  States  require  it  still  more,  though 
their  conduct  both  to  us  (t  the  Indians  has  created  many  difficul- 
ties. In  the  natural  course  of  things  the  People  from  the  States 
will  overspread  all  the  country  south  of  the  Lakes,  from  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Mississippi  and  beyond,  the  treasurers  &  People  of  Europe 
are  already  employed  to  forward  this  purpose,  and  it  would  have 
been  still  more  advanced  at  this  hour  but  for  their  own  impatience, 
to   say    nothing   worse. 

The  north  side  of  the  Lakes  must  also  greatly  increase  in  popu- 
lation. 

I  think  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  North  America  does  not  con- 
tain one  fiftieth  part  of  the  Inhabitants  it  requires  to  bring  it  into 
a  tolerable  state  of  cultivation  &  that  the  European  Race  may  live 
in    peace    with    the     Indians   and    have   from    them    as    much     Land   as 


LIEUT.   GOV.   SIMCOE  TO   HENRY  DUNDAS,  SECY.  623 

they  can  possibly  want,  and  as  fast  as  the  Interests  of  their  respec- 
tive Governments  may  require  provided  they  treat  them  with  natu- 
ral justice   &   some   degree   of  liberality. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  way  will  probably  be  open  & 
the  Furs  and  all  light  articles  of  Commerce  will  take  the  Road 
which  leads  to  the  best  market;  heavy  articles  produced  in  the 
country  round  about  these  Lakes  seem  destined  by  nature  to  come 
down  the  River  St  Lawrence  whoever  may  possess  dominion  in  those 
parts. 

What  Revolutions  may  take  place  there  in  the  progress  of  time 
I  think  impossible  to  foresee,  but  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  not 
war,  but  a  pure  &  impartial  administration  of  Justice  under  a  mild, 
wise  &  firm  Government  will  establish  the  most  powerful  &  wealthy 
People. 

My  letter  to  Colonel  Simcoe  marked  E.  being  connected  with 
the   same  subject   a   copy   is   enclosed. 

I   also   inclose   a   state   of   the   army   in    North    America   marked   F. 

A  Return  of  the   Naval   Armament   as  it   is   at  present,   marked    G. 

And  another  of  what  may  eventually  be  necessary  in  case  of  an 
American   war   marked   H. 

I   am    with   Great   Respect   and    Esteem 

Sir  Your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

DOECHESTER. 
Endorsed:    Qaebec,  25th  Octr,  1798. 
The  Et.  Hon.  Lord  Dorchester. 
E.  19  Deer.    No.  3.    (Eight  Inclosnres.) 
The  Eight  Honble  Henry  Dandas,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

[  Q  66,  p  215  ] 
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York,  Uppee  Canada,  Novr.  10th  1793. 
Sir, 

Since  the  closure  of  my  dispatch  No  19.  I  have  had  much  con- 
versation with  Captain  Brant  and  Colonel  Butler  on  the  subject  of 
the  failure  of  the  late  Treaty.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  the  Lake 
Indians  namely.  The  Ottawas,  Poutawatomies  &  Chippawas  have 
seceded  from  the  Confederacy  and  together  with  the  Six  Nations 
have  transmitted  to  Congress  proposals  relinquishing  the  Ohio 
Boundary  as  stipulated  by  the  Confederacy  &  claiming  that  of  the 
Muskingum  as  delivered  to  Lord  Dorchester  in  August  1791,  with 
some   alterations   rather   disadvantageous   to   the   British   Interests. 
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Captain  Brant  was  full  of  Complaints  against  Colonel  McKee  but 
which  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  without  any  just  grounds,  and 
I  suspect  that  the  principle  of  disunion  arose  from  this  Chieftain ; 
It  does  not  appear  that  He  expects  the  United  States  will  agree  to 
this  second  Boundary,  and  on  my  urging  him  to  state  what  were 
his  Sentiments  should  such  be  the  case,  his  answer  was  "that  should 
"the  boundary  be  refused  the  confederacy  would  be  again  united — 
"that  he  knew  the  Poutawatomies  of  St  Joseph  had  determined  to 
"obtain  peace  at  any  rate,  and  that  He  thought  of  siding  with  them 
"in  not  absolutely  insisting  upon  the  Ohio  as  the  Boundary,  it 
"might  be  the  means  of  reconciling  them  to  the  General  Interests." 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  artful  chieftain  had  made  some 
such  promise  to  the  people  of  the  States;  He  appears  to  be  much 
agitated  and  dissatisfied  with  the  prospect  of  Indian  Affairs:  How- 
ever an  event  he  did  not  expect  has  taken  place,  and  the  actual 
advance  of  General  Wayne's  Army  which  I  have  just  received 
information  of,  from  Colonel  England  and  Colonel  McKoe  will 
probably   be   productive   of  decisive   events. 

What  will  be  the  conduct  of  the  Six  Nations  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain;  On  the  one  hand,  they  must  lose  their  present  posses- 
sions within  the  States  should  they  take  up  arms;  on  the  other, 
should  they  suffer  their  neighbouring  Tribes  to  be  crushed,  they  are 
sensible  they  can  only  protract  their  own  destruction :  The  Lake 
Indians  within  the  Boundary  of  the  United  States  will  more  imme- 
diately perceive  the  consequence  should  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares 
who  are  migratory  Tribes  quit  the  Country,  as  they  will  inevitably 
lose   their   Territory    beyond    the    Lakes. 

Whether  in  ballancing  between  these  evils,  these  Tribes  shall 
incline  to  act  vigorously  against  the  States,  or  to  remain  pacific  or 
neuter,  probably  will  depend  upon  the  success  of  Mr.  Wayne's 
Inroad. 

If  the  neutrality  of  the  Six  Nations  should  secure  Presque  Isle 
from  being  garrisoned  It  might  possibly  be  more  beneficial  to  the 
Confederacy,  than  their  open  assistance;  but  I  understand  that  the 
Pennsylvanians  claim  that  Important  Post,  tho'  on  what  pretension 
I   am    ignorant. 

The  variety  of  views  that  agitate  the  mind  of  Brant  arc  to  me 
apparent  in  his  conversation.  I  have  taken  great  care  that  he  shall 
not  find  any  reason  for  bis  defection  from  the  British  Interests  in 
my    conduct   tho'    ho   has   certainly    taken    very     unjustifiable    liberties 
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to  misrepresent  the  proceedings  of  this  Government  to  the  Agents 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  professed  views  of  engaging  Great 
Britain  in  a  war,  in  which  he  constantly  asserts  she  ought  to  assist 
the   Indians. 

I  am  as  you  may  suppose  Sir,  anxious  for  the  important  event 
of  this  winter;  but  I  have  so  long  anticipated  its  consequences  that 
I  can  add  nothing  further  upon  the  subject,  than  that  the  Estab- 
lishments, the  Military  and  Civil  Posts,  &  the  force  which  I  have 
mentioned  to  you  as  necessary  for  the  safe  guard  and  protection  of 
this  province,  the  Bulwark  of  British  America,  derive  additional 
strength  from  the  necessity  of  awing  the  different  Indian  Nations 
who  shall  reside  within  the  Kings  Dominions  from  an  attempt  on 
the  Settlements,  &  of  combining  the  Force  &  encreasing  &  regu- 
lating that  attachment  which  may  one  day  be  essentially  necessary  to 
the   Interest   of   His  Majesty   and   the   British    Empire. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be  with    the   most   perfect   Respect 

Sir  Your   most   obedient  &   most   hmbl.    Servt. 

J.   G.   SiMCOE. 

The  Kight  Honble  Henry  Dundas, 

One  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretarys  of  State,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed:    York.  Up.  Canada,  10th  Novr.  179S. 
Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 
R.  27  Jan.  1794.    Aned. 

[  Q  280-1,  p  9  ] 
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Sir,  Quebec,  22d  November  1798. 

Our  last  accounts  from  Upper  Canada  inform  us  that  General 
Wayne,  with  an  army  said  to  consist  of  3,000  regular  troops,  2,000 
militia  and  200  Indians  supposed  to  be  Chickesaws,  had  advanced 
into  the  Indian  Country  &  on  the  18th  of  October  was  within  two 
days   march   of   the   Glaize. 

The  Indians  having  dispersed  upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  gen- 
eral conference,  could  only  assemble  about  700  men  to  oppose  the 
progress  of  this  large  body  of  Troops,  but,  on  the  alarm  sent  in  haste 
pressing  messages  for  aid,   to  the  tribes  residing  on  &  near  the  Lakes. 

The  Six  Nations  &  their  associates  in  Council  at  Buffaloe  Creek 
resolved  to  adhere  to  the  boundary  which  passes  up  the  Muskin- 
gum and  sent  their  resolutions  in  form  to  the  United  States,  after 
which  they  also  separated,  and  till  they  know  whether  their  pro- 
79 
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posed  line  is  accepted  or  recused  it  is  not  probable  they  will  again 
assemble,  indeed  doubts  have  been  entertained  whether  in  any  case 
they    would   join    in    hostilities   against   the   States. 

The  inclosed  Extracts  of  Letters  from  the  officer  who  commands 
at  Fort  Ontario  will  shew  the  condition  of  the  vicinage  &:  what 
may   soon    be   expected   from    that   Quarter. 

I   am    with    much    respect  &    esteem    Sir 

Your    most    obedt    &    most  humble   Servt. 
The  Right  Houble  Henry  Dundas.  Dorchester. 

Endorsed:    Qaebec,  22d  Novr.  1793. 

The  Kt  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 
R.  18  Jany  1794.    No.  11.    Ansd.    (Three  laclosares  ) 

[  Q  67,  p  28  ] 
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LT.    GOV.    .1.   G.    SIMCOE   TO    LORD   DORqHESTER. 

York,  December  2d  171)3. 


My  Lor  1 1, 

I     have   just    been    honored    with     Your    Lordship's    Letter    (No.  1) 
of   the   7th     October. 


I  beg  to  state  to  Your  Lordship  that  when  I  was  at  Detroit 
Colonel  McKee  shewed  me  a  letter  from  a  Person,  who  was  then 
at  Philadelphia,  saying  that  Mr.  Morris  was  or  would  be  the  owner 
of  the  Lands  adjoining  to  Presqu'  Isle  &  intimating  that  Mr. 
McKee  might  have  a  large  portion  for  himself  or  his  Friends.  In 
conversation  with  Mr.  Ogden  He  talked  of  the  settlement  at  Presqu' 
Isle  as  foreign  to  their  views  (Morris  himself  &  Co)  (t  diametrically 
opposite   to   their   Interests. 


It  being  my  Idea  that  the  proposed  Capital  should  by  uu  means 
be  fortified  on  European  System,  but  Its  approach  protected  by  the 
sea  ports  &  intermediate  ponitioiKS-,  but  my  Lord,  in  adverting  to 
this  case  of  extreme  and  hazardous  necessity,  the  withdrawing  the 
greatest  part  of  the  forces  from  this  Province,  I  have  most  cer- 
tainly conceived  it  to  be  my  indispensible  duty  to  pre-occupy  such 
a  situation  as  might  enable  nie  to  defend  the  Province  entrusted  to 
ray     command    (should     not     your     Lordship     find     a     more    desirable 
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employment  for  me)  in  such  a  manner  as  circumstances  might 
«dmit  of  &  might  best  conduce  by  the  union  of  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Force  to  the  protection  of  the  General  Interests  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  &  in  this  Spirit  I  have  upon  mature  deliberation  suspended 
what  I  am  convinced  nothing  but  want  of  power  ought  to  procras- 
tinate for  a  single  moment  the  occupying  a  situation  upon  the 
River  Thames  that  might  connect  &  govern  the  Indian  Nations  & 
which  I  should  not  hesitate  to  state  as  more  immediately  &  more 
permanently  necessary  to  the  safety  of  this  Province  in  all  respects, 
&  more  conducive  to  the  British  Interests  than  the  Garrisoning  the 
Post  of  Detroit,  with  greater  numbers  than  a  single  Company;  did 
not  the  war  at  present  raging  on  the  Frontiers  render  it  prudent 
to  preserve  that  specious  ascendancy  which  in  the  estimation  of  the 
Indians,  by  no  means  of  the  United  States  is  built  upon  our  pos- 
session with  nominal  force  of  that  nominal  fortress.  Were  not  such 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  Country  &  should  they  speedily 
subside  in  an  equtable  peace;  It  is  my  apprehension  incontrovertible 
that  the  Regiment  now  stationed  there,  ought  to  be  removed,  a  Com- 
pany excepted  to  the  places  I  have   designated    Chatham  and    London. 


I   have   the   honor   to    be  with   great   Respect  My    Lord 

Your   Lordship's  most   obedient  &  most   humble   Servant. 

J.    G.    SiMCOE. 

The  Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 

lEndorsed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe'e  No.  20  of  the  15th  Deer.  1793.         (2) 
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tSiR,  .  Detroit,  December  14th  1793. 

Your  Excellency  will  no  doubt  be  surprized  at  not  hearing  from 
me  since  my  Letters  of  the  23rd  and  29th  of  October  &  5th  of 
November.  The  two  former  accompanied  with  copies  of  Letters  of 
Intelligence  from  Colonel  McKee,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Indian  Country.  But  since  then, 
all  the  Intelligence  he  has  been  able  to  furnish  me  with,  has  been 
so  very  vague  and  contradictory,  that  I  did  not  conceive  it  an 
•object    to  send    an     express    with    it   to   you,    and   impatiently   waited 
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either  for  some  decisive  Information  from  him,  or  for  his  Return 
here,  which  he  gave  me  reason  daily  to  expect,  and  after  keeping 
the  Field  as  long  as  the  season  wou'd  admit,  he  arrived  here  a 
few  days  ago.  The  copies  of  his  letters  to  me,  since  my  last  to 
Your  Excellency,  all  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  for 
your  information,  will  best  explain  the  cause  of  my  long  silence, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Progress  of  the  Army,  as  far  as  he  is  informed, 
and  will  at  the  same  time  shew  you.  that  every  endeavor  on  my 
part  was  made  to  keep  up  a  constant  Communication  with  him  by 
Expresses,    both    by    Land    and    water. 

In  his  letter  of  the  2d  Instant,  marked  No  6  you  will  perceive 
that  from  the  Intelligence  which  there  reached  him ;  He  conceives 
the  whole  of  the  army  under  General  Wayne  has  retreated,  and 
that  he  is  willing  to  attribute  the  Retreat,  and  the  Failure  of  the 
Campaign,  to  a  scarcity  of  provisions,  occasioned  by  the  capture  of 
Sixty  Pack  Horses  &  their  convoy,  by  a  party  of  Ottawas,  under 
the  Little  Otter,  as  before  reported  to  His  Excellency.  But  tho'  it 
is  natural  to  suppose]  that  the  Militia  have  returned  home,  and  the 
Cavalry  gone  for  the  convenience  of  Forage  to  Winter  Quarters  at 
Kentucke,  as  stated  in  the  Information  of  the  Deserter  herewith 
forwarded,  yet  it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  Regular  Infantry  have 
not  quitted  the  Position  taken  six  miles  on  this  side  of  Fort  Jef- 
ferson, and  this  opinion  is  strengthened  by  several  articles  of 
Intelligence  that  I  have  received  from  the  Glaize,  since  the  Colonel 
quitted  that  neighborhood,  and  as  the  Indians  were  never  known 
to  be  so  little  united,  the  army  has  literally  nothing  to  oppose 
their   Progress. 

The  few  parties  of  Indians  that  collected  on  the  first  alarm,  are 
all  returned  home,  and  have  left  the  Shawanese  to  defend  them- 
selves and  their  country  in  the  best  manner  they  can,  no  Entreaties 
on  their  part  could  prevail  on  them  to  remain,  indeed  while 
together  no  Enterprize  was  attempted,  and  tho  whole  of  them  dis- 
covered a  supineness  hitherto  unknown  among  Indians,  all  this, 
Colonel  McKeo  attributes  to  the  Poison  that  he  says  was  copiously 
diffused  among  them  by  the  Si.r  Xations,  when  they  assembled  last 
Summer     for   their   General    Council. 

If  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  Information  of  Deserters,  and 
other  Reports,  General  Wayne  publicly  informed  his  army,  that  the 
temporary  Distress  they  suflered,  wou'd  end  when  they  arrived  at 
their  Station,  which  was  nine  miles  from  Detroit,  where  he  pro- 
posed   to  pass  the  winter,   and  where   they  would    find    plenty  of   fresb 
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Provisions,  and  every  comfort  they  cou'd  desire.  This  may,  or  may 
'not  be  true,  but  from  the  disunited  situation  of  the  Indians,  they 
have  little  more  than  the  advanced  Season  to  impel  their  Progress. 
I  send  this  Dispatch  by  three  Indians  belonging  to  the  Six 
Nations,  who  are  returning  home,  and  I  detain  a  few  more  here  for 
ten  days  longer,  in  order  to  communicate  to  Your  Excellency,  any 
further  Information  that  may  reach  me.  Those  Indians  belong  to 
Lower  Canada,  and  no  doubt  will  carry  to  Montreal,  any  Letters 
you  may  think  proper  to  entrust  them  with.  There  are  two  men 
at  the  Glaize  for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  Intelligence,  on  their 
return  here  I  shall  again  do  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you. 
I   have   the   honor   to   be  Your   Excellency's 

most   obedient  &   most   humble   servant. 

Kd.  England, 
^  Lieut  Colonel. 

Collins    who   I   sent    you    Prisoner    last    Winter,    is    the    principal 
guide   to   Wayne's   army.  • 

Ed.  E. 
Since   I   closed   my    Letter   Col.  McKee  showed  me  a  letter  from  the 
Glaize   acquainting  him    that  all  the   Shawanese   are   gone   to   war,    so 
that   probably   we   may    soon    hear   of     a    Convoy    being    attacked,    or 
€ome  such  matter  of  equal  Importance. 

R  E.    ' 
His  Excellency  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed:    A- 

In  Lord  Dorchester  a  No.  18  to  Mr.  Dandas  of  the  24th  Feb.  179t. 
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Grenville,  14th  January  1794. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Delawares,  Shawanees  and 
Miami  Nations  or  Tribes  of  Indians  &  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern. 

Beothers, 

I  have  received  your  verbal  message  sent  by  Stephen  Young, 
George  White  Eyes  and  another  warrior  who  were  accompanied  by 
Mr.    Robert   Wilson,    as    Your   Interpreter. 

If  peace  is  your  object  &  the  wish  and  desire  of  your  hearts 
why  did  not  you  or  some  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  your  nation  or 
Nations   come   forward   and   speak   for   yourselves? 
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The  Ears  and  Heart  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  (Gen- 
eral Washington)  are  ever  open  to  the  voice  of  peaoe,  ct  he  has 
intrusted  me  his  chief  Warrior  to  listen  to  that  welcome  voice  from 
whatever  quarter  it  may  come,  provided  it  comes  from  proper  author- 
ity   and    from    the   Heart. 

But  as  you  have  only  sent  a  verbal  Message  by  your  Runners, 
and  as  the  Delawares,  Shawanees,  Miamis  and  Wyandots  have  for 
a  long  time  shut  their  Ears  and  hardened  their  hearts  so  as  not  to 
permit  that  good  voice  to  enter  or  to  be  heard,  altho  often  repeated 
at  difiFerent  times  &  by  several  paths  ct  strongly  A:  loudly  re-echoed 
by  the  commissioners  of  Congress  &  by  all  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six 
Nations  assembled  in  Council  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Miamis  of  the 
Lake  last  Summer.  It  will  be  necessary  that  you  give  convincing 
&  unequivocal  proofs  of  your  sincere  wish  &  desire  for  peace  by 
bringing  &  delivering  up  all  &  every  of  the  American  or  White 
Prisoners  now  in  your  possession  to  the  officer  commanding  at  Fort 
Recovery,  i.  e.  on  the  same  ground  where  the  action  of  the  4th  of' 
November  1791,  took  place  <fe  that  on  or  before  the  next  full  moon 
which  will  be  on  tne  14th  of  February  i.  e. — in  the  course  of 
thirty  days  from  &  after  this  date  &  immediately  sending  off  Run- 
ers  to  call  in  &  restrain  all  and  every  of 'jyour  warriors  from  com- 
mitting any  Murders,  Robberies  or  depredations,  upon  any  of  the 
Inhabitants  or  Citizens  of  the  United  States  or  upon  any  Escort, 
Party  or  Parties  of  Troops  on  their  way  to  or  from  any  of  our 
Posts   or   Garrisons    wheresoever   or   whatsoever. 

In  the  meantime  the  path  shall  be  kept  open  so  that  you  may 
have  a  free  communication  between  your  Town  &  Fort  Recovery 
(the  late  6eld  of  Battle)  the  only  path  by  which  you  can  come 
always  taking  care  to  show  a  white  Flag  which  my  Warriors  are 
ordered  to  pay  particular  respect  tV:  to  receive  you  as  Friends  &  to 
guard  you  safe  from  harm  or  danger  both  in  coming  to  that  place 
and   from    thence   here,  &   in   returning   to   your   Towns. 

All  foregoing  conditions  being  punctually  complied  with  upon 
your  part  I  shall  then  be  convinced  of  your  peaceable  dispositions 
&  my  heart  cV:  arms  will  be  open  to  receive  and  meet  you  at  this 
place  on  or  before  tlie  14th  February  the  day  above  mentioned  in 
order  to  fix  and  determine  upon  a  proper  time  and  place  for  hold- 
ing  a   General    Treaty. 

In  the  meantime  it  is  to  be  well  ct  perfectly  understood  that  the 
progress  of  this  army  is  not  to  be  retarded  or  molested  in  its 
advancing    but   shall    bo    permitted    to    move   peaceably   S:  quietly  with 
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all  its  aperatus,  provisions  and  stores  &  every  article  &  thing 
necessary   for   holding   the   Treaty. 

Thus  will  the  door  be  opened  for  establishing  a  permanent  and 
lasting  peace  founded  upon  former  Treaties  &  on  the  solid  basis  of 
honor,  equity  &  justice  &  to  the  mutual  interest  &  satisfaction 
of    all    parties. 

And    thus    will    the   war   hatchet    be    buried   so    deep   that   it  can 

never   again    be   found. 

From    your   Friend  &   Brother 

Anthony  Wayne, 

Major  General  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 

of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Endorsed : 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  No.  21  of  the  28th  Feby.  1794.        (4) 
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COL.    A.    MK  KEE   TO   LIEUT.    COL.   R.    ENGLAND. 

Extract   of   a   Letter   from    Colonel   McKee   to   Colonel    England   dated 

Foot   of   the  Kapids   21st   Jany    1794. 

''I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  that  has  offered  since  my  arrival 
"here  to  inform  you  that  the  Reports  which  were  in  circulation  in 
"Detroit,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  in  this  part  of  the 
"Country,  seem  to  be  without  any  foundation,  except  that  at  Christ- 
"mas  or  New  Years  day  some  Mounseys  were  importunate  for  a  few 
"Bottles  of  Rum,  which  one  of  the  Traders  for  some  time  refused, 
"but  at  length  sold  them  on  their  promise  of  payment;  upon  the 
"whole  from  all  the  information  I  can  yet  collect,  the  Indians  in 
"general  do  not  appear  to  have  altered  their  conduct  since  I  left 
"them   in   the- fall   of   last   year." 

J.  a  S. 

Endorsed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  No.  21  of  the  28th  1794. 
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COL.    A.    MC  KEE   TO    LIEUT.    COL.    RICHARD    ENGLAND. 

Sir,  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  28th  January  1794, 

I  am  just  informed  that  the  Delawares  &  Willson  whom  I  men- 
tioned in  my  letter  of  the  21st  January  are  returned  from  the 
Forts,  and  that  they  have  brought  a  speech  to  the  Indians  from 
General   Wayne,    a   copy    of   which    is   herewith   inclosed. 
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It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  other  nations  were  concerned 
in  sending  the  Message  they  carried  and  I  apprehend  that  even  the 
Delawares  were  prevailed  on  to  open  a  Communication  by  sinister 
means. 

In  consequence  of  this  speech  a  council  will  be  held  by  the 
Chiefs  of  the  different  Nations  in  two  or  three  days,  and  as  I 
have  a  person  at  the  Glaize  to  forward  to  me  the  earliest  Intelli- 
gence of  their  determination,  you  may  rely  on  my  communicating 
the  same  to  you  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible,  that  you 
may  forward  it  by  the  Express  should  you  think  it  of  sufficient 
importance  to  detain  it  for  a  day  or  two  for  that  purpose 
I    have   the   honor   to  be  &c.    &c. 


Lt.  Col.  England,  &c.  Arc. 

idorBed:    B. 

In  Lord  Dorchester' 

[  Q  07,  p  153  1 


A.  McKee. 


EndorBed:    B. 

In  Lord  Dorcheeter'e  to  Mr.  Dandas  No.  21  of  the  28  March  1791. 


LT.    COL.    R.    ENGLAND   TO   LT.    (iOV.    .1.    G.    SIMCOE. 

Extract   of  a  Letter    from   Lieut  Colonel   England  to  Colonel  Simcoe, 

dated    Detroit   February   2nd    1794. 

"Since  I  wrote,  no  Reports  of  any  consequence  reached  me,  till 
the  Sth  of  January,  when  I  was  informed  that  the  Delawares  had 
decided  on  making  overtures  for  a  Peace  with  the  United  States, 
and  that  four  of  them,  authorized  by  the  rest,  accompanied  with 
an  Interpreter,  had  set  out  for  Fort  Jefferson  for  that  purpose, 
this  circumstance  added  to  some  ill  grounded  reports  of  Robberries 
&  depredations  committed  by  Indians  on  the  Traders  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  having  occasioned  an  alarm 
among  the  Merchants  here,  induced  me  to  request  Colonel  McKee 
would  return  to  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  and  by  his  influence, 
restore  security  to  those  in  Trade,  and  enquire  into  the  particulars 
of  the  .  Overtures  for  Peace,  said  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Delawares. ' ' 

"Since  the  Colonel  has  been  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids  I 
received  two  letters  from  him,  copies  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  you,  the  latter  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  an  address 
from  Major  General  Wayne  to  the  Tribes  of  Indians  who  are  oon- 
»idered    hostile   to   the    United    States." 

"  By  the  address  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  General 
Wayne   has  built   n  fort    on    the   ground  where   the   action    was    fought 
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on  the  4th  of  November  1791,  which  he  calls  Fort  Recovery,  it 
would  also  appear  that  he  has  established  a  new  Post  which  he 
calls  Grenville,  from  whence  he  dates  his  address,  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  learn  where  *  Grenville  is,  but  expect  to  hear  by 
return  to  my  Express  to  Colonel  McKee,  and  propose  to  delay  the 
E!lpress  that  was  to  set  out  for  Niagara  to-morrow  morning,  till  I 
again   hear   from    the   Colonel. 

Endorsed:    A. 

Iq  Lord  Dorchester's  to  Mr.  Dandas  the  28th  March  1791. 
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INDIAN   COUNCIL. 

Proceedings   of   a   Council     of    the    Six    Nation     Indians    &c   held   at 
Buffaloe   Creek    on   the   Seventh    day   of   February    1794. 

Present 

The  Chiefs  of  the  Mohawk,  Cayugas  Onondagos,  Senecas,  Oneidas, 
Tuscaroras,  Delawares  &c,  &c,  &c.  Brigade  Major  Littlehales  (Cap- 
tain Bunbury)  and  the  officers  of  the  Indian  Department,  General 
Chapin   Mr   Parish,    Interpreter,    and   Mr.   Colt   of   the   United   States. 

After  going  through  the  usual  ceremony  of  congratulations,  the 
Cow   Killer   a   Seneca   chief   Spoke   as   follows, 

Brothers, 

(Addressed  to  General  Chapin)  We  are  happy  the  great  Spirit 
has  protected  you  to,  and  from  the  United  States,  with  our  pro- 
ceedings to  the  President,  relative  to  a  Boundary  line,  and  his 
(the   President's)   answer   thereon. 

Brothers, 

(Addressed  to  the  British)  We  are  exceedingly  glad  to  see  you 
the  King,  our  Father's  people,  here,  as  we  sent  for  you  to  request 
you  to  listen  to  the  answer  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Now   Brother   of   the   United    States   proceed, 

Mr.  Chapin  returned  the  compliment  to  the  Chiefs,  adding  that 
he  was  glad  they  had  sent  for  the  British  to  hear  the  Speech 
about  to  be  delivered,  observing  that  the  distemper  in  Philadelphia 
and  Congress  not  being  assembled,  occasioned  his  delay  in  returning. 
Genl.  Chapin  then  directed  Mr  Colt  to  read  the  following  Speech 
which  was  Interpreted  by  Mr  Parish,  accompanied  with  a  large  Belt 
of  White  Wampum,   and  thirteen  stripes  of  Black  Wampum. 

*  Probably  His  winter  camp  six  miles  in  froat  of  Fort  Jefferson,  eighty-six  from  Fort  Washington. 
80 


634  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

To  the  Sachems,   Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations 

Brothers, 

A  copy  of  your  proceedings  at  Butfaloe  Creek  on  the  eighth  day 
of  October  last  hath  been  received  by  General  Chapin.  These  pro- 
ceedings contain  the  sentiments  of  several  Chiefs  of  the  variojis 
Tribes  who  were  assembled  at  the  great  Council  fire  which  was 
kindled  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  to  the  last  Summer,  and  in 
addition  to  this  information  you  add  in  your  meeting  of  the  tenth 
of  the  same  Month  your  desires  of  a  Boundary  which  you  say  will 
be  further  explained  by  Genl.  Chapin  all  these  Communications 
have  been  submitted  to  your  Father  General  Washington,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  who  desires  the  Six  Nations  to  receive  his 
sincere  and  hearty  thanks  for  their  assurance,  and  acts  of  friendship 
to  the  United  States.  While  your  Father  the  president  has  observed 
with  great  pleasure  the  pains  you  have  taken  to  effect  a  peace 
between  the  United  States,  and  the  hostile  Indians,  He  is  at  the 
same  time  very  sorry  that  any  circumstances  should  have  prevented 
the  accomplishment  of  a  Measure  affecting  the  happiness  of  both 
parties;  peace,  is  best  for  the  whites,  as  well  as  the  red  people, 
and  it  is  always  the  cause  of  sorrow  among  Good  men  when  Mis- 
understandings arise  which  create  wars.  The  United  States  consider 
that  they  have  taken  all  the  requisite  means  to  obtain  a  Peace 
which  tboir  duty  or  humanity  required,  they  appointed  respectable 
and  wise  characters  as  Commissioners,  accompanied  by  a  deputation 
of  friends  the  Known  Advocated  for  Peace.  Those  Commissioners 
under  discouraging  Circumstances  persevered  for  a  long  time  to  obtain 
an  interview  with  the  great  Council  of  the  Indians.  This  being 
ineffectual  they  made  in  good  faith  such  liberal  offers  in  writing 
to  ensure  the  future  C'omfort  and  prosperity  of  the  Indians,  as 
weru  never  before  given  to  the  Indians  of  North  America.  These 
Circumstances  being  known,  for  ever  acquit  the  United  States  from 
all  imputations  of  desiring  a  Continuance  of  the  War.  The  same 
principles  of  moderation  and  humanity  which  before  dictated  the 
Offers  to  the  Indians,  and  a  Sincere  friendship  for  the  Six  Nations, 
have  induced  your  Father,  the  President  to  consider  attentively  your 
propositions  for  a  New  Boundary,  although  the  lines  you  mention 
are  considered  as  liable  to  considerable  objections,  yet  it  is  hoped, 
when  all  difficulties  shall  be  discussed  at  a  Treaty  or  Conference, 
by  Moderate  Men  with  upright  views  that  some  agreement  may  be 
made    which    would    lead    to   a   general    peace,    on     this    Ground    the 
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President  consents  that  a  conference  should  be  held  at  Venango, 
on  the  fifteenth  or  middle  of  next  May.  It  is  expected  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Six  Nations  and  Chippawas  will  attend  and  the  Chiefs  of 
all  such  of  the  Western  Tribes  as  the  Said  Six  Nations  and  Chip- 
pawas may  invite,  and  if  the  hostile  Tribes  should  think  proper  ta 
attend  they  will  be  well  received,  and  treated  as  people  ought  ta 
be,  who  are  holding  friendly  Treaties,  but  it  cannot  be  unknown  to 
you,  by  the  late  abortive  efforts  to  negotiate,  the  American  Army 
was  restrained  from  Offensive  operations  against  those  Tribes  who 
appear  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reason  and  peace,  such  a  Conduct  will 
not  be  observed  by  the  United  States  again ;  This  must  be  clearly 
understood  let  it  be  remembered  therefore  there  is  no  deception 
on  our  parts;  Our  Army  must  be  left  entirely  at  liberty  to  act  as 
circumstances  may  require,  the  scene  of  operation  however  will  be 
far  distant  from  Venango,  the  proposed  place  of  meeting.  It  is  to 
be  observed  that  in  case  of  any  of  the  Western  Indians  attend  at 
Venango,  it  would  be  proper  that  they  should  proceed  by  water  at 
least  as  far  East  as  Presqu'  Isle,  and  thence  to  French  Creek  by 
Land.  It  would  be  dangerous  for  them  to  proceed  from  the  Westward 
by  land,  for  the  same  reason  they  gave  last  year,  namely  that  the  said 
paths  are  bloody  paths. 

Brothees, 

If  you  agree  to  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  it  will  be  proper 
that  you  should  immediately  signify  the  same  to  General  Chapin, 
that   due   preparations   may   be   made   at   the   same   place. 

Given  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  by  order  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  this  twenty  fourth  day  of  December, 
one   thousand    seven   hundred    and    ninety    three. 

H.  Knox, 
Secretary  of  War. 

After  this  Speech  was  read  and  interpreted  by  Mr.  Parish,  Mr. 
Chapin   said 

Beothers, 

Having  been  absent  from  home  near  one  year.  I  hope  to  have 
an  answer  as  soon  as  convenient  to  the  President's  speech,  and  I 
have  procured  for  each  of  you,  who  attended  the  Coancil  at  the 
Miamis  Rapids,  last  summer,  as  you  have  been  at  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  a  Suit  of  Cloaths,  some  ammunition,  and  some  few  articles 
for  your  distressed  Women  &  children,  which  I  recommended  to, 
and   requested   the   President  would   grant   as  necessary   for   your  Ser- 
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vices   and    to   which    he   readily    consented,    I    hope    these   things    have 
arrived    at   my    house   by   this   time. 

The  Cow   Killer   (a   Seneca   chief)    then   spoke. 

Brothers  of  tub  United  States, 

We  have  heard  the  speech  you  have  brought  with  you,  but  now 
emove  the  Council  fire  to  our  Castle,  to  take  it  into  our  private 
Consideration;  This  chief  then  took  the  speech  (and  Belt)  delivered 
by  General  Chapin  and  gave  it  to  Brigade  Major  Littlehales,  desir- 
ing he  would  peruse  it  attentively,  till  he  was  perfectly  acquainted 
with    its   contents. 

Major  of  Brigade  Littlehales  then  addressed  himself  to  the  Chiefs 
as  follows,  returning  the  strings  of  Black  &  White  Wampum  that 
were   sent   to   him    to   attend    the    Council. 

Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations  and  Your  Allies, 

Agreeably  to  your  invitation  communicated  to  me,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Governor  from  Niagara,  (and  for  his  information)  Soliciting 
my  attendance  with  some  of  the  King  your  Father's  Officers,  together 
with  the  OflBcers  of  your  own  Department,  we  immediately  proceeded 
here,  and  thank  the  great  Spirit  for  bringing  us  safe  to  your 
Council    fire. 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Adjourned — 
Proceedings   of   the   Council   continued   at    Buifaloe    Creek    the   Ninth 

day    of   February    1794. 
Present   as    before   on    the   7th    Instant. 

Cow   Killer — Speaker — (Mr.    Parish)    Interpreter 

Brothers, 

(To  General  Chapin)  We  have  taken  your  Speech  into  Considera- 
tion and  our  eldest  Brother  Captain  Brant  is  to  relate  the  result 
of  our  meeting  in  private   Council  yesterday,   in    Consequence   thereof. 

Captain  Brant  then  spoke  as  follows  with  nine  Strings  of  White 
Wampum. 

Brothebs, 

I  now  address  myself  to  you  (Brigade  Major  Littlehales)  in  behalf 
of  the  King  our  Father,  and  thank  the  good  Spirit  for  bringing 
us  again  together  in  Council,  as  what  we  are  going  to  say,  we  wish 
the   World    to   know. 

Brothers, 

You  have  both  heard  the  Message  we  delivered  to  our  Brothers 
of    the    United    States    last    Fall,    relative   to   a    Boundary    Line,    and 
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we   expected   a   positive    answer    from    you,    Brothers    of    the    United 
States   whether   you   would   accept   it   or   not. 

Brothees, 

When  we  delivered  the  Message,  last  Fall  to  you,  for  the  United 
States,  we  had  first  taken  it  into  serious  consideration,  we  spoke 
the  language  of  our  hearts,  and  the  Great  Spirit  knew  our  minds, 
all  the  Six  Nations  were  of  the  same  opinion,  and  many  of  our 
Western  Brethren,  and  we  were  well  assured  that  had  the  United 
States  accepted  our  proposed  Boundary,  Peace  would  certainly  have 
taken   place. 

Brothers, 

The  Speech  you  have  brought  us,  has  given  us  great  uneasiness, 
we  are  entirely  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  we  fully  expected  a  direct 
answer  to  our  proposals  of  a  boundary  line,  now  we  are  much  dis- 
tressed that  you  have  brought  but  half  an  answer  to  our  proceed- 
ings. The  kindling  a  Council  fire,  at  a  distant  place,  is  what  we 
are   not   prepared   to  give   you    a   reply    to. 

Brothers, 

Provided  the  United  States  had  accepted  our  Boundary  Line,  we 
should  have  sent  immediately  to  Our  Western  Brethren  who  know 
our  Sentiments,  and  we  would  have  attended  your  Council  fire  and 
confirmed  that  Boundary  Line. 

Brothers, 

Make  your  minds  easy,  but  in  consequence  of  the  importance  of 
your  Speech  containing  very  weighty  matters,  we  must  deliberate 
seriously  upon  it,  we  cannot  give  you  an  immediate  answer,  we  must 
have  a  General  Council  of  all  the  Chiefs. 

Only  few  are  now  present,  and  we  should  all  be  together,  the 
reason  of  so  much  counciling  at  different  times  proceeded  from  so 
small  a  number  of  our  Sachems  and  Chiefs  being  assembled,  which  is 
the  cause  that  we  are  still  in  trouble. 

Brothers, 

You  General  Chapin  live  near  us,  we  have  two  months  and  a  half 
to  consider  of  your  Speech,  and  by  that  time  we  will  give  you  a  final 
answer,  we  pray  the  Great  Spirit  that  these  difficulties  may  terminate 
to  the  happiness  of  both  parties. 

Brothers, 

You  requested  us  to  give  an  answer  as  soon  as  convenient,  but  in 
such  a  very  weighty  business  it  is    impossible    to    give    one  directly — 
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With  regard  to  Provisions  there  is  plenty  in  the  Country,  and  if  we 
should  agree  to  meet  you,  you  need  not  be  particular  about  what  we 
shall  consume,  and  even  in  case  we  should  meet  you,  we  expect 
nothing   but   provisions. 

Brothers, 

We  now  conclude  and  we  pray  the  Great  iSpirit  to  protect  you 
safe  home,  and  we  desire  you  will  bear  it  constantly  in  your  mind, 
that   you    will    soon    receive   an    answer. 

The  nine  Strings  of  Wampum  were  then  delivered  to  General 
Chapin    who    immediately   replyed. 

Brothers, 

I   thank    the    Great    Spirit    for   preserving   us   and   am    happy    that 
we   are   again    met    together   on    this   important    business. 
Brothers, 

You    have   delivered    a   Speech    an     answer    which     has    been     taken 
down    in    writing.     I    shall    return    to   Canandorque  my    seat,   and    wait 
patiently    for   your   answer. 
Brothers, 

The   matter   is   of   Great   importance  and   it   gives  me   pleasure   that 
you   consider   it   so,    and    that   you     mean     to    call     together    all    your 
chiefs   and    wise    men    to   consider   it   seriously. 
Brothers, 

You  may  depend  upon  it  that  your  Father  General  Washington 
wishes  for  Peace,  and  the  reason  he  wishes  the  proposed  Treaty  is, 
that  all  the  Indian  Nations  may  talk  it  over  together  in  a  most 
serious  manner,  it  is  his  desire  that  those  who  are  at  war  and  all 
other  Indians  may  come  to  the  proposed  place,  to  discuss  where 
the  difficulty  lays,  that  peace  may  be  made;  he  hopes  that  the 
good  work  of  the  Six  Nations  to  bring  about  a  peace  may  be 
attended  with  success. 
Brothers, 

I  shall  return  home  and  wait  your  answer  and  hope  all  nations 
will  be  agreed,  and  that  things  may  be  settled  in  such  a  way  to 
the   satisfaction   of   the    United    States,    and    the   Indians. 

Major  of  Brigade  Littlehales  then  addressed  the  Indians  in  the 
following    words 

Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  Your  Allies;  Sachems,  Chiefs  and 
Warriors, 

I  shall  faithfully  relate  the  proceedings  of  this  Council  6re,  to 
the    Lieutenant   (iovernor,    whose  attention    to   your  interests  in    which 
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He  obeyed  the  King  your  Father's  commands,  has  been  constant 
and  manifest;  as  a  substantial  proof  thereof,  I  cannot  avoid  calling 
to  your  recollection  how  chearfully  and  readily  He  complied  with 
the  requests  you  desired  me  to  make  to  him  on  your  behalf,  when 
at  your  general  Council  assembled  here  last  winter,  corresponding 
also  with  the  wishes  of  your  Western  Brethern,  and  all  the  Indian 
Confederacy. 

Brothers, 

In  order  to  enable  you  to  meet  the  United  States,  you  asked  of 
him  such  assistance  as  he  knew  you  would  stand  in  need  of,  par- 
licularlj    Provisions. 

Brothers, 

In  consequence  he  gave  orders  that  you  might  be  amply  supplied 
with  provisions  to  assist  you  to  prosecute  so  good  a  work,  as  the 
establishment   of   peace. 

His  sentiments  towards  you  are  the  same  as  have  been  expressed 
by  Lord  Dorchester,  who  is  the  Great  Chief  of  all  the  King  your 
Fathers  people  in  British  America,  and  I  repeat  to  you  what  His 
Lordship  said  to  the  Deputies  of  your  nations  a  very  few« summers 
ago  at  Quebec,  "I  leave  the  command  of  this  Country  to  Major 
"General  Clarke,  who  will  take  the  same  care  of  you  that  I  have 
"done,  for  is  the  will  of  the  King  our  Master,  His  beaevolence 
"and  friendship  for  you  are  always  the  same,  and  whoever  is  the 
"instrument  of  the  Kings  power  in  this  Country  will  always  ful61 
"his   intentions." 

You  see  therefore.  Brothers,  it  is  His  Excellency  Colonel  Simcoe's 
duty,  as  well  as  his  inclination  to  shew  the  most  cordial  friendship 
and   regard    for   the   Indian   Americans. 

Brothers, 

When  the  Governor  received  your  Belt  of  Wampum  to  lead  him 
to  the  Council  Fire  at  Sandusky — He  answered,  "that  if  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  acceded  to  your  request,  his  personal 
attendance  would  probably  not  be  wanting  without  which  it  would 
have  been  fruitless"  and  not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  his 
station,    but   he   was   not   unmindful   of   your   Interest. 

Brothers, 

You  desired  that  all  Maps,  Records,  Treaties  &  Documents  relat- 
ing to  the  Indians  might  be  brought  to  Sandusky  knowing  that 
you  could  confidently  depend  on  the  King  your  Father,  you  therein 
shewed  your  wisdom  founded  on   experience  that  you  may   confidently 


640  COLONIAL  OFFICE   RECORDS. 

depend  upon  the  King  your  Father,  for  He  never  will  deceive  you, 
and  80  strongly  is  the  love  of  truth  impressed  by  His  Example 
and  orders  on  all  who  are  entrusted  with  his  power  in  this  Coun- 
try that  the  Youngest  of  our  Chief  Warriors  would  be  degraded 
from  the  character  was  he  capable  of  deceit  or  falsehood. 
Brothers, 

When  at  Quebec  a  few  Summers  ago  you  told  the  Commander 
in  Chief  Lord  Dorchester  "  There  are  people  who  say  the  King 
"your  Father,  when  he  made  peace,  with  the  United  States  gave 
"away  your  land  to  them."  What  was  His  Lordship's  answer?  He 
said,  "I  cannot  think  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
"would  hold  that  language,   it    must   be  from  ill  informed   individuals; 

Brothers, 

The  truth  of  this  answer  of  Lord  Dorchester,  has  been  fully  con- 
firmed by  General  Washington  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
particularly  by  Colonel  Pickering,  one  of  the  late  commissioners  who 
duly  authorized  by  him  formerly  addressed  the  following  words  to  the 
five  Nations.  "We  claim  no  Lands  but  what  belong  to  the  Nations 
"who  soW  to  us,  we  claim  not  a  foot  of  the  Lands  of  auy  of  the 
"Nations,    with    whom    we   have   yet   held   no   Treaties."' 

This  clearly  shews,  Brothers  that  what  had  been  told  you,  is 
proved  to  be  just  and  true: — The  Documents,  Records  and  Treaties 
between  the  British  Governors  in  former  times,  and  your  wise 
Forefathers,  of  which  in  consequence  of  your  request,  authentic 
copies  were  transmitted  to  you  all  establish  the  Freedom  of  your 
Nations. 

Brothers, 

These  authentic  papers  prove,  that  no  King  of  Great  Britain  ever 
claimed  absolute  power  or  sovereignty  over  any  of  your  Lands  or 
Territories,  that  were  not  fairly  purchased  or  bestowed  by  your 
Ancestors  at  public  Treaties  they  likewise  prove  that  your  national 
Independency  has  been  preserved  and  that  the  rights  resulting  from 
such  Independency  have  been  reciprocally  and  constantly  acknowl- 
edged at  the  Treaties  between  the  French  formerly  possessors  of 
part  of  this  Continent  and  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain;  and  it  will 
appear  when  the  war  in  North  America  arose  between  the  French 
and  the  British  which  terminated  in  the  King  your  Father's  obtain- 
ing possession  of  Canada  that  it  commenced  in  consequence  of  the 
French  Nation  invading  the  Stipulations  by  which  the  Indian  Americans 
were   acknowledged    to   be   Independent. 
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Brothers, 

You  need  scarcely  be  reminded  tha-t  after  the  peace  of  1763  The 
King  your  Father  uniformly  followed  the  just  conduct  of  his  prede- 
cessors, to  prevent  all  future  encroachments,  the  Treaty  of  Fort 
Stanwix  was  by  his  direction  made  with  the  several  Indian  Nations 
by  that  wise  and  good  man,  your  late  Superintendant  Genl.  Sir 
"William  Johnson ;  the  boundary  there  agreed  upon,  as  it  was  traced 
with  his  own  hands  was  forwarded  to  you,  at  the  Confederated 
Council  at  the  Miamis  Rapids  last  Summer,  with  all  later  Treaties 
between  your  Nations  and  the  United  States  you  and  they  must  be 
best  acquainted. 
Brothers, 

You  plainly  perceive  that  no  interpretation  of  the  boundary  line 
settled  between  the  King  your  Father  and  the  United  States,  can 
have  a  shadow  of  pretext  to  consider  your  Independency  as  injured 
or   that   your   territories  were   bargained   away  as   the    Price  of   Peace. 

Brothers, 

The   Lieutenant   Governor   directed    your    Superintendents   and    offi- 
cers  of  your   Department  as   you  desired   to   attend   your   Council   fire 
at   Sandusky   and   to   aid  you    in  whatever   matters  you  should  require 
their   assistance. 
Brothers, 

With  a  view  to  facilitate  so  desirable  a  work  as  that  of  peace 
between  you  and  the  United  States  He  ordered  the  officers  of  the 
King's  Ships  to  give  every  assistance  to  their  Commissioners  in 
their  passage  to  and  from  Sandusky  and  he  afforded  them  all  the 
convenience  in  his  power  to  exemplify  the  sincere  and  ardent  desire 
he  had  to  contribute  to  so  great  a  purpose  as  the  general  tranquility. 
Brothers, 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  most  heartily 
prays  the  Almighty  Being  the  common  Father  of  all  Mankind  to 
give  Wisdom  and  Union  to  your  Councils  and  He  moat  fervently 
hopes  that  peace  may  be  settled  on  such  honorable  jast  and  lasting 
foundations  as  may  be  for  the  common  interests,  and  general  bene- 
fits  of   all   the   people,    on    this   Continent. 

Given   at   Buff  aloe   Creek   on    the    ) 
Ninth    day  of   Februray    1791       ( 

After   the   Speech    was  delivered   and    Interpreted   the    Council    fire 

was   covered   up   and    the    meeting    was    dissolved;    The    proceedings 

were   then   revised   in   the   presence  of   General   Chapin,   Mr.   Colt  and 
81 
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Mr.  Parigh,  Captain  Brant,  and  the  officers  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment the  principal  part  of  i^hich  I  had  minuted  myself  in  Council 
and  dictated  to  Mr.  Shehan  the  remainder;  this  proving  satisfactory 
to  Mr.  Chapin  He  requested  a  copy  to  be  taken  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings which  was  accordingly  done  by  Mr.  Colt  except  my  speech 
owing  to  their  not  being  sufficient  time  to  copy  it.  On  my  desir- 
ing the  original  and  copy  to  be  compared  I  found  a  trivial  devia- 
tion   in    ivords  <ni1y,    in    part   of    Mr.    Chapin 's    last   Speech. 

E.    B.    LiTTLEHALES. 
Elndoreed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe'e  No.  28  of  the  3d  Joly  1794.        (2) 

[  Q  280-1,  p  218  1 


LORD    DORCHESTER   TO   LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

[  No.  6.  ] 

Quebec,  17th  February  1794. 
Sir, 

The  accounts  received  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  England  of  Mr. 
Wayne's  intention  to  close  us  up  at  Detroit  I  think  the  more 
probable  from  the  conduct  which  I  find  has  been  pursued  for  the 
two  last  summers  on  the  side  of  Lake  Champlain  where  the  King's 
Sovereignty  has  been  completely  overturned  within  the  Posts  and 
they  now  impudently  tell  the  Commandant  that  his  Jurisdiction 
extends  no  farther  than  his  Guns  even  this  I  expect  in  a  short 
time   they    will   not   allow. 

Self  defence  therefore  requires  we  should  prevent  similar  evils 
from  extending  further  and  that  for  our  own  security  at  the 
Detroit,  we  should  occupy  nearly  the  same  jDosts  on  the  Miamis 
River   which    we   demolished    after   the   peace. 

This  I  think  would  cover  Detroit  and  our  communications  with 
that  settlement  from  Lake  Erie  but  if  given  up,  the  post,  I  appre- 
hend   cannot   be   maintained. 

At  the  same  time  that  all  necessary  measures  for  our  Defence 
are  taken  on  the  land  side  the  Lakes  must  not  be  neglected;  it  may 
for  this  purpose  bo  necessary  to  arm  the  ships  and  vessels  com- 
pletely, in  order  to  preserve  our  command  on  the  water  also,  and 
if, you    find    this   expedient,    you    will   order   it   accordingly. 

Your  own  experience  and  local  knowledge  will  point  out  to  you 
the  force  proper  to  occupy  the  Miamis,  as  well  as  the  most  advan- 
tageous Positions,  without  confining  yourself  to  the  spots  we  occu- 
pied  in    1783. 
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You  will  therefore  order  such  Force  from  Detroit  to  the  Miamis 
Kiver  as  you  may  judge  sufficient  for  the  service,  as  soon  as  the 
season  and  other  circumstances  will  permit,  observing  only  the  gen- 
eral direction  to  preserve  Detroit  from  being  straitened  either  by 
land    or    water. 

At  the  same  time  that  you  order  a  portion  of  troops  from  Detroit 
with  the  artillery  requisite  for  that  service,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  consider  what  Eeinforcements  you  may  draw  from  other  parts 
within  your  command,  without  exposing  any  to  insult,  and  what 
assistance  you  may  have  from  the  Militia;  also  whether  by  collect- 
ing all  the  Force  in  your  power  to  assemble,  you  would  be  in  a 
condition  to  resist  Wayne's  attack,  should  he  attempt  by  force  to 
take   possession    of   the    Country. 

I    enclose   a   Copy   of   my    answer   to   a   message    from    the    Indians 
of   the   Upper   Nations    which    will    sufficiently    explain   itself. 
I  am  with  Eegard  Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant, 

Dorchester. 
Colonel  Simcoe, 

Commanding  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  Upper  Canada. 

Endorsed:    A. 

In  Lt  Governor  Simcoe's  No.  12.    To  the  Dake  of  Portland  of  the  20th  Deer.  1794. 

[  Q  281-1,  p  145  ] 


lt,  gov.  j.  g.  simcoe  to  henry  dundas,  seo  y. 
Sir, 


Long  Point  is  similarly  circumstanced  with  respect  to  Lake  Erie, 
there  is  no  Port  bftt  this,  and  the  Grand  River  from  Fort  Erie 
to  the  Detroit  River,  and  the  South  Shores  of  this  Lake  are  simi- 
lar to  those  of  Ontario,  from  the  Straits  of  St.  Clair  to  Matchadosh 
or  Gloucester  Bay,  and  from  thence  to  the  Straits  of  St.  Mary, 
there   is   no   other   Harbour   than    Matchedosh  Bay. 

These  Sea  Ports  might  in  the  first  instance  be  perfectly  defended 
by  those  Block  Houses.  I  have  transmitted  an  estimate  if  success- 
ively executed;  They  might  in  a  short  space  be  garrisoned,  where 
necessary  by  that  species  of  Militia  or  Castle  Guard,  to  be  formed 
from  the  disbanded  soldiers  of  the  Queens  rangers,  agreeably  to 
that   arrangement   by   which     His    Majesty's    Ministers   were     induced 
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to  raise  that  Corps,  looking  forward  most  wisely  to  the  principle 
of  rendering  a  part  of  the  standing  army  every  day  less  necessary 
in  Upper  Canada.  And  I  cannot  but  observe  to  you,  that  with 
proper  provisions  and  attention  to  the  detail,  which  at  a  seasonable 
opportunity  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  (I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  such  soldiers  as  by  their  industry  may  be  desir- 
ous and  deserving  of  their  discharges  in  this  Country  will  be  glad 
to  be  enrolled  in  such  militia  and  for  their  discharge  to  pay  all 
the  expences  of  enlistment  passage  and  maintenance  of  a  Recruit  from 
Ureal  Britain. 

These  ports,  afiPording  means  for  reciprocal  communication  possess 
striking  advantages,  in  respect  to  offensive  operations.  It  can  admit 
of  no  doubt  in  their  very  appearance.  The  preparations  for  offen- 
sive war,  should  there  even  be  no  probability  of  carrying  them  into 
effect,  would  be  more  formidable,  and  competent  of  protection  of 
the  Province  than  any  scattered  line  of  impotent  defence  in  which 
the  Enemy  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  decide  by  lottery  of 
which    part   of   the    province    he   would    first   take   possession. 


I   have   the   honor   to   be   with    the   Greatest   Respect 

Sir  Your    most   obedient   and    very    Huml.    Servt. 

J.    G.    SiMCOE. 

The  Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas,  (fee.  ifec.  <fec. 

Endorsed:     York.  23d  Feby.  1794 
Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 
K.  10th  Jane.    Aned.    (One  Inclosnre.) 
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LORD   DORCHESTER   TO   HENRY   DUNDAS,   SEC'Y. 

8iR,  Quebec,  24  February  1794. 

[A.]  Lieutenant  Colonel  England's  Letter  contains  the  last  Informa- 
tion I  have  received  from  Detroit,  ajfid  shews  the  broken  condition 
of  the  Indian  Confederacy ;  the  causA  of  which  are  attributed  to  a 
defection  of  the  Six  Nations;  which  I  think  no  more  than  might 
have    been   expected. 

[B.]  By  the  Intelligence  which  accompanies  his  Letter  it  appears 
that  (General  Wayne  intends  to  march  to  Detroit,  this  is  the  more 
probable  as  it  corresponds  with  what  has  been  carrying  forward  on 
other   parts   of   the   Frontier. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  people  of  the  States  on  the  side  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  more  particularly  on  Caldwell's  Manor,  point  out 
clearly  what  we  must  submit  to,  were  Mr.  Wayne  suffered  to  advance; 
these  circumstances  admitting  of  no  further  delay,  it  becomes  [C] 
necessary  immediately  to  send  such  additional  Orders  &  Instructions 
to  Colonel  Simcoe  [D.]  for  the  Defence  of  the  Upper  Country,  as 
appeared   best   suited    to   its   present   condition. 

What  resources  may  be  derived  from  the  militia  of  the  Country 
I  have  not  yet  learned.  Detroit  is  able  to  send  out  a  considerable 
Force  upon  any  sudden  Emergency ;  but  being  chiefly  on  the  extra 
Provincial  side,  that  part  of  the  Militia  would  soon  undergo  the 
same  Fate  as  the  Militia  on  Caldwell's  Manor,  be  new  organized 
and  turned  against  the  King  if  Mr.   Wayne  were  suffered  to  approach. 

[F.]  I  have  informed  Mr.  Hammond  of  the  hostile  appearances 
manifested  in  all  parts  [G.]  by  our  Neighbours,  and  have  sent  him 
a  copy  of  my  answer  to  a  message  from  the  Indians  of  the  Upper 
Country. 

[H.]  My  Instructions  to  Major  General  Ogilvie,  concerning  the 
evacuation  of  the  Island  St  Peter,  will  shew  what  appears  to  me 
expedient   on    the   occasion. 

Oct.  25th.  No.  3.  Having  already  submitted  my  opinion  of  the 
measures  requisite  for  the  General  Security  of  the  King's  American 
Dominions,  I  have  little  now  to  add  from  any  further  view  of 
Things;  but  I  must  here  observe,  that  not  only  the  Islands  of  Cape 
Breton,  St  Johns  &  Newfoundland,  but  also  the  Provinces  of  Nova 
Scotia  &  New  Brunswick,  possess  so  little  colonial  strength,  that  left  to 
this  alone,  it  would  not  require  a  very  considerable  armament  to 
lay  their  entire  coasts  desolate,  and  spread  destruction  through  the 
Country,    to   a   considerable  distance   from    the   shores. 

Even  a  large  Body  of  Troops,  without  Ships  to  maintain  a  supe- 
riority at  Sea  could  preserve  only  some  few  stations  where  they 
might  be  collected  in  Force;  but  if  much  dispersed,  they  might 
also   share   the   common    Kuin. 

I   am    with   great   Hespect  and   esteem    Sir 

Your   most   obedient  humble  Servant 

Dorchester. 
The  Right  Honble  Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed:     Qaebec,  24th  Febry.  1794. 
The  Rt  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 
R.  10th  Jane,  No.  18.    Ansd.    (Eight  Enclosnres.) 
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LT.    GOV.    J.    G,    SIMCOE   TO    HENRY    DUNDA8,    BEC'Y. 

Upper  Canada,  York,  February  28th  1794. 
Sir, 


I  wish  that  the  Indian  Papers  which  I  transmit  by  this  oppor- 
tunity   were   of   a    more   favorable   nature. 

Brigade  Major  Littlehales  has  my  directions  to  consult  with  Mr. 
Hammond  so  as  to  prevent  if  possible  all  inconvenience  that  may 
arise  from  Mr.  Wayne's  approach  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Detroit, 
our  settlements  extend  a  considerable  way  into  the  Country.  It  is 
obvious  that  without  actual  hostility  a  Line  may  be  so  drawn  round 
Detroit  as  to  cut  it  off  under  the  most  plausible  pretences  from  all 
Intercourse  with  the  Indian  Nations,  preparatory  to  those  people 
being  turned  against  us,  which  we  may  expect  according  to  all 
former  proceedings  of  the  Savages.  The  Shawanese  will  probably 
quit  the  Country,  and  the  Indians  who  remain  will  perhaps  bear 
no   resentment   against   the    States. 

I  wish  most  sincerely  Sir.  that  I  could  disbelieve  the  universal 
concurrence  of  every  species  of  information  that  I  receive  from  the 
United  States,  of  the  general  conversation  and  determination  being 
to  wrest  the  post  from  Great  Britain,  circumstances  that  may  arise 
in  Europe  will  check  or  augment  this  inclination,  and  it  is  with 
peculiar  pleasure  that  I  learn  of  a  considerable  armament  being  sent 
to  the  West  Indies.  Its  vicinity  may  certainly  have  a  competent 
influence  with  the  maratime  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  but 
they  do  not  govern  their  councils.  The  general  opinion  amongst  all 
classes  of  them  is,    that  in  "one  winter  they  could  overcome  Canada." 

His  Majesty's  Ministers  will  without  a  doubt  advert,  in  case  foreseen 
warfare  to  the  consequence  it  is  to  this  Colony,  as  ai  preseni  circum- 
si<ince<l,  that  no  rupture  should  happen  if  possible  in  such  a  manner, 
that  an  invasion  in  winter  would  be  the  first  notice  I  should  obtain 
of   so   dreadful    an    event. 


I    have   the   honor   to   be   with    the   greatest   respect   Sir 
Your    most   obedient    and 

Most   humble  Servant. 

J.    G.    SiMCOB. 

The  Right  Honor/ible  Henry  Diindas,  <kc.  <fcc.  (tc. 
[  Q  280-1,  p  75  J 
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LT.    GOV.   J.   G.   SIMCOE   TO   HENKY   DUNDAS,   SEC'Y. 

Sir,  York,  March  2d  1794. 

A  Delaware  Chief,  resident  at  the  Grand  River,  who  lately  left 
Detroit,  has  arrived  here.  He  is  sent  by  Captain  Brant  to  com- 
municate to  me  the  Information,  that  a  Deputation  from  the  hostile 
Western  Indians  in  consequence  of  the  result  of  the  last  Council 
was  gone   to   General   Wayne,    to   make   peace. 

He   says   that   Colonel   McKee  did   his  utmost   to  prevent  this   mes- 
sage,   and   that   the   Garrison   of    Fort  Recovery  the    place   where   the 
Battle   was   fought   with    General  Sinclair,  consists  of  a  thousand  men, 
I   think   the   substance   of    this    Report   to   be   true,    and    that  it   will 
produce,    in   due  gradation,    the   most   important   effects. 

The  Six  Nations  Confederacy,  It  is  probable,  will  be  as  submis- 
sive, as  the  Western  Indians  to  such  terms  as  General  Wayne  shall 
dictate,  these  I  make  no  doubt  will  be  specious,  and  apparently 
liberal. 

Should  the  Southern  Indians,  the  Creeks  or  Cherokees,  continue 
to  defend  their  Country,  the  whole  American  Policy  having  but 
this  single  object  to  attend  to,  in  its  interior  concerns,  will  proba- 
bly secure  a  speedy  termination  of  all  difficulties  in  that  quarter. 
In  this  train  of  circumstancea,  it  would  give  me  infinite  pleasure, 
could  I  flatter  myself  that  the  Situation  of  Affairs  in  Europe,  were 
such,  as  to  enable  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  complete  the  Regi- 
ments to  their  stated  numbers,  and  by  any  modification  of  Force 
to  make  it  prudent  in  me  to  make  those  Establishments  which  I 
proposed   upon   the   River  Thames   and    Lake    Erie. 

Every  moment  confirms  me  in  my  opinion  of  the  necessity  of 
this   arrangement   with   respect   to   the   Indian   Nations. 

The  principal  object  of  this  Dispatch,  Sir,  is  more  immediately 
to  point  out  to  your  attention  two  Circumstances;  the  first  is,  that 
General  Knox  in  his  last  message,  not  only  when  He  speaks  of 
the  president  Washington  calls  him  Father  which  hitherto  has  been 
unusual,  but  addressed  his  message  to  the  Six  Nations  and  Chip- 
pawas,  The  Chippawas  are  the  principal  Nation  of  Indians  residing 
to  the  Northward  of  the  River  Le  Franche,  or  Thames,  filling  up 
the  whole  of  the  Isthmus  to  the  North,  and  more  or  less,  extend- 
ing through  the  whole  tract  of  our  inland  Commerce  to  the  west- 
ward. 

The  second  Circumstance  to  which  I  allude,  is  the  President 
Washington's    lately    recommending    attention    to     be     paid     by     the 
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Lefiishttiire  to  supply  the  Indian  Nations  with  regular  Markets  through 
the  medium  of  the  public,  which  would  require  no  profit  on  the  several 
commcdities,  but  merely  a  remuneration  of  the  Original    Expence. 

The  Settlement  that  I  proposed  for  the  Capital  on  the  Spot, 
designated  in  the  plans  I  have  done  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting 
London  is  the  only  means  that  I  can  devise  to  form  such  an  Union 
with  the  Indian  Nations,  as  may  possibly  prevent  their  being  turned 
against   the    British    Colonies   even   should    the   Detroit    be  given    up. 

The  great  means  to  ijreserve  the  Indians  would  be  faithfully  to 
bestow  upon  them  the  King's  bounty  with  every  possible  ceremony 
in  the  Capital  of  the  Country,  this  would  operate  to  prevent  the 
effects   of   President   Washington's    Policy. 

My  opinion  on  this  subject  will  be,  Sir,  more  particularly 
expressed  in  the  report  which  I  have  been  some  time  maturing, 
for  the  Lords  of  the  committee  of  the  Council  for  trade  on  the 
State  of  this  Province,  and  which  I  hope  to  transmit  so  soon  as 
the  navigation  shall  permit,  when  I  may  expect  to  be  able  to' 
detail  the  Result  of  the  Councils  of  the. Western  Indians. 
I    have   the   honor   to   be   with    the   utmost   respect   Sir 

Your   most   obedient   &.    most  faithful  Servant. 
The   Right  Honorable  Heniy  Dundas.  kc.  <fec.  <fec.  J.  G.  Simcoe. 

Endorsed:     York,  2d  March  1791. 
Lt.  Govr.   Simcoe. 
E.  10th  Jane.    No.  22.    Aosd. 
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THOMAS    ASTON    COFFIN    TO   COL.    .JOHN    CAMPBELL. 

Sir,  Quebec,  10th  March  17U4. 

Lord  Dorchester  has  been  informed  that  copies  of  his  reply  to 
the  Indians  in  the  Council  lately  held  at  Quebec  have  been  taken 
and  circulated  in  a  very  public  manner.  His  Lordship  direct.s  me 
to  signify  to  you  his  desire  that  if  possible  you  would  trace  and 
report  to  him  from  what  quarter  such  indiscreet  cV:  improper  con- 
duct has  proceeded,  the  reply  was  given  into  Mr.  Lorimier's  charge, 
but  Lord  Dorchester  thinks  if  necessary  to  ascertain  the  fact  it 
would    be   right   to   question  all    the    Interpreters   that  were   present. 

I   am    Sir   &ca. 
Colonel  Campbell.  THoy.  Aston  Coffin. 

Hndomed:      A. 

In  Lord  Dorcheater'H  to  Mr.  Dandaa  No.  U  of  the  2S  March  i:94. 

I  Q  07,  p  \m  ) 


LIEUT.  GOV.  J.   G.  SIMCOE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER.  649 

LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    SIMCOE   TO    LORD   DORCHESTER. 

Extract   of   a   letter   from    Lieutenant    Governor    Simcoe  to    Lord  Dor- 
chester,   dated   York   Upper   Canada,   March    14,  l'<94. 
"I    have   the   honour   of    acknowledging   your   Lordship's   letter   and 
"its    enclosure,    your   speech    to   the   different    Indian    Nations   assem- 
"bled   at   the     Miamis    &c    which    I   received    last   night. 

"I  think  it  proper  to  sett  off  immediately  for  Detroit  to  execute 
"Your  Lordship's  commands,  and  only  wait  till  the  present  intensely 
"cold  weather  which  has  suddenly  set  in,  shall  permit  me  to  pass 
"down    the   Lake   to   Burlington    Bay. 

"I  mean  to  proceed  to  the  Grand  River,  to  have  canoes  built 
"on  the  Eivei  Thames,  and  hope  in  six  or  seven  days  from  the 
"Grand   Eiver   to   be   at    Detroit. 

"It  appears  of  great  moment  that  His  Majesty's  Troops  should  be 
"in  possession  of  the  posts  which  your  Lordship  intimates,  before 
"any  part  of   Mr.    Wayne's  army  shall  have  approached  thither. 

"From  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Knox's  instructions  and  his  comments 
"to  General  Sinclair,  there  appears  to  me  to  be  little  doubt  but 
"that  the  possession  of  these  posts  will  be  construed  into  Hostility — 
"whether  such  shall  immediately  take  effect,  will  depend  upon  the 
"temper  of  General  Wayne  and  his  force  comparatively,  to  the 
"strength  of  the  positions  which  may  be  taken.  At  present  it 
"appears  to  me  that  Turtle  Island  may  be  rendered  safe,  but  that 
"any  post  on  the  continent  if  attacked  must  be  considered  as 
"necessarily  sacrificed — but  of  these  matters  I  shall  be  a  more  ade- 
"quate  judge  by  the  information  I  shall  collect  at  Detroit,  and  if 
"it  can  be  done  with  propriety  by  personal  Investigation.  I  have 
"directed  The  Engineer  Lieutenant  Pilkington  to  accompany  me  to 
"Detroit,  and  if  upon  consultation  with  him,  I  shall  find  his  business 
"at  Michilimackinac  to  be  of  inferior  moment,  I  shall  suspend  his 
"going  to  that  Post,  agreeably  to  his  general  directions  to  a  more 
"convenient  season. 

"I  will  do  my  utmost  to  fulfill  your  Lordship's  Instructions  rela- 
"tive   to  the   naval   armament. 

"The  Detroit  is  not  defensible  as  an  Harbour  against  such  an 
"artillery  as  Mr.  Wayne  is  reported  to  have  with  him,  and  as  he 
"may  easily  draw  from  Fort  Pitt,  in  particular  as  being  frozen 
"over  during  the  winter,  it  affords  no  protection  but  by  an  expen- 
"sive  series  of  fortification,  impracticable  to  be  erected  on  a  sudden 
"and   probably    impolitic   as   well   as    inefficacious   in   the   result.  • 
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"I  do  not  conceive  it  possible,  My  Lord,  to  draw  any  force  from 
"any  part  of  this  Country  that  may  materially  contribute  to  the 
"defence  of  Detroit,  and  not  leave  the  other  posts  exposed  to 
"insult;  nor  do  I  think  it  possible  by  any  collection  of  Troops  in 
"this  Country  to  resist  Wayne's  direct  (dtack  should  he  attempt  to 
"take  possession  of  Detroit,  with  the  force  he  is  conBdently  repre- 
"sented    to    bring   with    him. 

"In  respect  to  the  Militia  when  I  determined  to  communicate  to 
"Mr.  Hammond  by  Major  of  Brigade  Littlehales,  that  considering 
"the  River  au  Raisins  as  in  His  Majesty's  settlement,  I  should 
"resist  any  attempt  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  to  pass 
"that  River,  I  immediately  made  known  my  determination  to  Mr 
"Baby  The  Lieutenant  of  the  County  &  in  confidence,  of  him  and 
"Colonel  England,  I  desired  that  every  attention  might  be  paid  to 
"the  Militia  of  That  District  &  that  they  might  be  called  together 
"&  reviewed.  In  my  former  visit  to  Detroit  Mr  Montigui  at  my 
"desire  went  to  that  settlement,  my  wishes  were  to  withdraw  the' 
"Inhabitants  if  necessary  over  the  Strait — they  protested  their  Loy- 
"alty  in  ample  terms.  I  know  Colonel  McKee  is  of  opinion  they 
"are   not   to   be   trusted."  J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed:    B. 

Id  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe'ti  No.  12  to  the  Dnke  of  Portland  of  the  20th  Deer.  1794. 

[  Q  281-1,  p  148  ]  


Private.  lt.  gov.  j.  g.  simcoe  to  lord  dorghester. 

My  Lord,  .  York,  March  14th  1794. 

The  present  situation  of  affairs  seems  to  require  that  I  should 
fully  state  to  Your  Lordship  such  opinions  as  I  may  have  formed 
on  the  means  of  protecting-  this  Province  and  which  have  not  been 
already  communicated  to  you  in  those  various  suggestions  which  I 
have  offered  as  an  uniform  system  of  defence,  that  I  cannot  but 
regret    has   not    been    hitherto   adopted. 

The  divisions  among  the  Indians  operating  to  induce  the  remnant 
of  the  Western  Confederacy  to  ask  a  peace  of  the  United  States, 
will  necessarily  draw  after  it  the  submission  of  the  Six  Nations  to 
such  terms  as  shall  be  dictated  to  them,  unless  Your  Lordships 
Speech  and  the  post  now  to  be  taken  shall  encourage  them  to 
maintain    their   resolutions. 

Colonel  McKee  has  always  maintained,  that  it  was  unavoidably 
Jone   to   discourage    the   Seneca's    from    settling   at   the    Grand    River, 
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he  considers  the  Corn  Planter  as  totally  in  the  interests  of  the 
United  States.  That  Chieftain  assured  me  to  the  contrary,  He  did 
not  attend  the  late  meeting  at  Buffaloe  Creek  on  account  of  illness 
as  it  was  said,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe.  He  told  me  the 
United  States  should  not  settle  at  Presqu-Isle.  It  is  understood 
that  He  sold  that  Land,  without  a  right  so  to  do,  and  fearful  of 
the  upbraidings  of  the  Indians,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of 
his   authority    is   anxious   to   prevent   the   sale   from    taking   place. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  Brant  will  recover,  as  I  have  not  heard  of 
his  death ;  I  am  convinced  that  he  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  com- 
plaint made  to  Your  Lordship  against  Colonel  McKee.  He  has 
much  at  heart  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  his  family 
in  case  of  his  death ;  I  did  not  hesitate  when  he  went  to  the 
Council  to  promise  him,  that  I  should  exert  my  utmost  influence 
to  obtain,  in  case  of  such  an  event,  the  King's  bounty  to  be 
extended  to  his  family,  and  if  in  my  passage  through  the  Grand 
River   Village,    I   find   him    alive   I   will   confirm    my   promise. 

In  case  the  Western  Indians  shall  not  have  made  peace  with 
General  Wayne,  on  the  supposition  that  they  should  collect  in  force 
to  oppose  him,  that  Br-ant  and  Corn  Planter  Should  be  true,  and 
that  hostilities  should  commence  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  if  such  a  combination  of  events  had  happened  at 
this  present  season  of  the  year,  I  should  have  felt  myself  justified 
for  the  good  of  the  King's  service  in  attempting  to  execute  the 
following   series   of   operations. 

A  similar  conjuncture  is,  my  Lord,  not  likely  now  to  happen, 
but  it  is  possible  that  detached  parts  of  the  arrangement  may 
hereafter  come  under  Your  Lordship's  consideration  I  am  sure  that 
you  will  favorably  receive  the  present  communication,  tho'  nothing 
should  be  offered  but  what  is  perfectly  familiar  to  Your  Lordship 
in  respect  to  the  defensive  part  of  the  plan,  or  that  may  appear 
too  hazardous  in  regard  to  Your  Lordship's  general  view  in  that 
which    leads   to   offensive   expedition. 


I    have   the   honour   to    be,    with   the   utmost   Respect 
My    Lord    &c. 

J.    G.    SiMCOE. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Dorchester. 

Endorsed:    D.  J.  G.  8. 

In  Lt.  Qovr.  Simcoe'e  No.  12  to  the  Dnke  of  Portland  of  20th  Deer.  1794. 
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COL.    JOHN   CAMPBELL   TO   THOMAS    ASTON   COFFIN. 

Sir,  Montreal,  the  20th  March  1794. 

In    obedience    to    Lord    Dorchester's   desire   signified    to  me  by    your 

Letter   of   the    10th    Instant,   be   pleased    to   acquaint    his    Lordship    in 

answer    thereto,    that     I     have     endeavoured     to     make     the     discovery 

therein     required,    but     have    not    succeeded    sufficiently     to     lay    the 

charge   to   any    in    particular,    that   the    tirst    I    heard    of    it    was    said 

to   have   been   repeated   in    the    Coffee    house    by    persons    who    were 

present  at  the  Council,    that    the  nest  was  ten  day's   after   the    return 

of  the  Indians  from  Quebec,   when    they    with    the    Chiefs    in    general 

requested    to    be    received    in    Council  to  inform  me  with  what  passed 

there,   that  when  they  had  done    repeating   all    that    they  had  said,   by 

the   voice    of   their   speaker,   he    handed    me    His     Excellency's    reply 

thereto,    of   which    I   had    a   copy    taken    &    returned    the    original    to 

Monsr.    Lorimier   whom    I   have   not   seen   since. 

I   am  Sir  &c. 

John  Campbell. 
To  Thomas  Aston  Coffin,  Esq. 

Endorsed:      B. 

In  Lord  Dorcheeter's  to  Mr.  Dandas  No.  22  of  the  28th  March  1794. 

[  Q  67,  p  170  ] 


GENERAL  ANTHONY  WAYNE's  SPEECH  TO  THE  SIX  NATIONS. 

To   all   the   Sachems,    Chiefs   &   Warriors   of   the   Six    Nations. 

Brothers, 

We  have  all  to  lament  the  unfortunate  death  of  Captain  Bigtree 
who  put  an  end  to  his  existence  about  two  months  since.  I  made 
every  enquiry  into  the  cause  of  his  death,  and  ordered  thirteen  of 
my  warriors  to  examine  the  Body,  and  give  me  their  opinion  in 
writing  under  their  hands  &  seal,  which  I  now  send  io  you  by 
our  friend    Mr.    Rosecrantz. 

A  few  days  after  his  arrival  three  Delawares  arrived  at  this  Can- 
tonment with  a  tiag  &  a  message  from  the  hostile  Indians  propos- 
ing to  me  to  tix  a  time  &  place  for  holding  a  treaty  in  order  to 
agree  upon  the  terms  on  which  peace  should  be  made,  I  now  send 
you  a  copy  of  that  message  together  with  my  answer  which  will 
be   delivered    to   you    by    Mr.    Kosecrantz. 

Captain  Bigtree  was  present  &  heard  the  message  from  the  hostile 
Indians   to    me,    and    my    answer   to    that    message. 
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I   then    made   this   short   speech    to   the   Delaware   Messengers. 

Nephews, 

I  call  you,  because  you  have  always  acknowledged  the  Six  Nations 
your  uncles,  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  your  pride  is  lowered  & 
that  you  begin  to  come  to  your  reason,  you  were  too  proud  last 
summer  to  listen  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  thirteen  fires  &  your 
uncles. 

T  will  only  just  inform  you  that  the  voice  of  the  Thirteen  fires 
is  the  voice  of  the  Six  Nations,  therefore  tell  your  chiefs  &  warriors 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  their  great  chiefs  tell  them  immediately 
to  comply  with  his  demands  &  deliver  up  all  the  Prisoners  within 
the  course  of  thirty  days,  and  not  to  neglect,  if  they  wish  to  see 
their   children   grow   up   to   be   men    &    women. 

That  same  night  Captain  Bigtree  had  some  angry  talk  with  the 
Delawares  whether  he  ate  or  drank  with  them  afterwards,  or 
whether  they  gave  him  something  -^/hich  put  him  out  of  his  reason 
afterwards  I  cannot  tell,  but  certain  it  is  that  from  that  time  to 
the  moment  of  his  Death  he  was  melancholy  &  deranged  untill  the 
last  moment  of   his   death    when   stabbing  himself  with  his  own  knife. 

Brothers, 

I  have  now  told  you  every  thing  that  has  taken  place  &  all  that 
was  said  to  and  with  the  hostile  Indians,  since  which  I  have  not  seen 
nor  heard  any  thing  further  from  them,  except  that  they  murder  our 
People  &  steal  our  Horses  whenever  they  have  an  opportunity,  so  that 
all  prospect  of  peace  is  now  done  away,  I  have  therefore  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  only  object  the  hostile  Indians  had  in 
view  was  to  Reconnoitre  our  Situation  &  to  see  our  numbers  & 
to  gain  time  to  collect  their  Warriors  from  their  different  hunting 
camps   in    order   to   fight   us   &   continue   the   war. 

Brothers, 

I  was  informed  by  Captain  Bigtree  that  many  of  our  People  had 
died  last  Summer  in  consequence  of  something  you  had  eat,  when 
at  the  Council  with  the  hostile  Indians  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami 
of  the  Lake  &  that  my  friend  &  Brother  the  new  arrow  is  among  the 
dead;  and  that  my  good  friend  Captain  O'Bale  was  also  near  dying 
for  which  heart  has  been  sorry.  This  mode  of  making  war  is 
cowardly  &  base  and  Captain  Bigtree  was  determined  to  have 
revenge  had  he  lived — this  they  will  know  &  are  glad  that  he  is 
dead. 
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Brothers, 

I  have  sent  cloathing  for  the  wife  &  daughter  of  Captain  Bigtree 
by  Mr.  Rosecrantz  and  a  Suit  of  mourning  to  his  two  brothers  & 
a   Rifle   to    each. 

I  have  also  ordered  the  commanding  otficer  of  Fort  Frankling  to 
build  a  House  for  them  &  to  give  them  plenty  of  Provisions  & 
everything  they  may  want  <&  to  provide  for  &  take  care  of  them. 

Anthony  Wayne. 
Major  General  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Legion  of  the  United  States. 

Grenville,  2()th  March  1794. 

Endorsed:    B. 

In  Lord  Dorcheeter'a  No.  42  to  Mr.  Dandas  of  the  28th  Jaly  1791. 

[  Q  68,  p  225  ] 


LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS,  SEC  Y. 

Quebec,  28th  March  17'J4. 
Sir, 

By  advices  received  yesterday  from  Upper  Canada  it  appears  [A.] 
General  Wayne  has  built  two  Forts,  one  called  Fort  Grenville  the 
position  of  which  is  not  exactly  known ;  the  second  Fort  Recovery 
is  erected  on  the  ground  where  the  action  was  fought  the  4th 
November   1791. 

The  broken  condition  of  the  Indian  [B.]  Confederacy  is  now 
further  manifested  by  the  Delawares  having  made  separate  overtures 
of  peace  to  General  Wayne;  in  consequence  of  his  answer  [C]  a 
Council  was  to  be  held  in  a  few  days  by  the  Chiefs  of  the  differ- 
ent Nations  of  which  Mr.  Wayne  will  no  doubt  take  advantage  to 
advance  further  into  their  Country  agreeably  to  his  declaration  that 
the   progress   of   his   army    was   not   to   be   retarded    or   molested. 

Instead  of  a  direct  answer  to  the  Proposal  for  a  Boundary  Line, 
made  in  the  Council  held  at  Buffaloe  Creek  in  October  last,  [D] 
General  Chapin  delivered  a  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Six  Nations  in  which  he  desires  a  conference 
may  be  held  at  Venango  in  the  middle  of  May,  and  that  in  the 
meantime  the  army  of  the  United  States,  may  be  at  liberty  to  act 
as   circumstances  shall   require. 

The     kindling    a    ('ouncil     Fire    at   a    distance    was   a    proposal   the 
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Indians   were   not   prepared   to   reply   to,    &   has   caused    some   embar- 
rassment,   they   have   however  promised   to    send    an   answer  soon. 
I    am    with   great   Regard   &    Esteem,    Sir 
Your   most   obedient 

&    most   humble   Servant. 


Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas. 

idorsed:    Quebec,  28th  J 
The  Rt.  Honble  Loi 

[  Q  67,  p  149  ] 


Dorchester. 


Endorsed:    Quebec,  28th  March  1794. 

The  Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorchester  No.  21.    Aned.    (Foar  Inclosures.) 


LORD    DORCHESTER   TO   HENRY   DUNDAS,   SEC  Y. 
[  No.  22.  ] 

Quebec,  28  March  1794. 
Sir, 

Having  been  informed  that  copies  of  my  Reply  to  the  Indians 
at  the  Council  held  at  Quebec  the  10th  February,  were  soon  after 
circulated  in  a  very  public  manner  at  Montreal,  and  that  transcripts 
[A.]  had  been  sent  into  the  United  States.  I  wrote  to  Col.  Camp- 
bell, desiring  him  to  trace  out  &  report  from  what  quarter  such 
indiscreet  &  improper  conduct  had  [B.]  proceeded,  but  his  answer 
not  being  satisfactory  I  caused  further  directions  to  be  sent  him  to 
that  end.  I  do  not  consider  this  matter  as  of  very  great  conse- 
quence, but  it  is  highly  proper  to  ascertain  to  whom  the  blame  ia 
imputable. 

The  frequent  Embezzlement  &  Frauds  in  the  Indian  Department 
at  Michilimacinao,  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  the  officer,  have 
induced  me  to  put  the  Indian  affairs  of  that  Post  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Col.  McKee,  this  gentleman  has  always  been  very 
correct  &  regular  in  his  Accounts  &  Proceedings,  both  in  form  & 
substance,  and  in  every  respect  appears  to  be  a  zealous  &  intelli- 
gent  officer. 

[C]     I   enclose   the  Commanding   officers  narrative  &  statement  [D.] 
of   the   Embezzlement   made   there   in   January    1793. 
I   am    with   great   respect   &  Esteem    Sir 

Your   most   obedt   huml.   Servant 


Dorchesteb. 


The  Rt.  Honble  Henry  Dundas,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed:      Quebec,  28th  March  1794. 
The  Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 
R.  10th  June.    No.  22.    Ansd.    (Four  Inclosures.) 
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INDIAN    SPEECH. 

Speech    of   the   Shawanese,   Delawares,  Miamis,   Mingoes   &ca   together 
with    Deputies   from    the   Wabash    Nations. 

To   His    Excellency    Lieut    Governor    Simooe,    delivered    to    Captain 
Elliot   at   the   Glaize,    on    the   14th   day    of   April    1794. 

Father, 

We  salute  you,  &  thank  you  for  your  speech  you  have  sent  us, 
which  was  delivered  by  our  Father  at  Quebec  to  the  Seven  Nations 
of   Canada. 

Father, 

You  have  set  our  hearts  right,  and  we  are  now  happy  to  see 
you  standing  on  your  feet  in  our  Country,  for  we  have  long  wished 
and  expected  you,  to  send  some  of  your  Warriors  among  us.  We 
your  children  now  assure  you  that  we  are  still  of  the  same  mind 
and  are  firmly  resolved  to  defend  our  Country.  Be  you  strong  also 
Father  in  giving  your  good  advice  to  your  children  upon  the  Lakes 
that   they   may   speedily   join   us. 

Father, 

We  are  in  great  want  of  necessaries  and  we  hope  you  will  direct 
the  supplies,  benevolently  afforded  us  by  our  Great  Father,  to  be 
given   to   us  soon. 

Father, 

We  are  now  on  our  feet,  and  if  the  Powtawatamies,  Wyandots  & 
others,  do  not  join  us  by  Tomorrow,  we  shall  ourselvea  advance 
against  the  Big  Knives,  and  endeavour  to  stop  their  progress.  We 
have  called  upon  the  Kikapoos  &  Ouias,  who  now  seem  inclined  to 
join    us. 

Father, 

With  these  strings  of  Wampum  we  shake  you  by  the  hand  and 
wish    you    health    with    all   our   hearts. 

Four   strings   of   Wampum. 

J.  G.  S. 

EndorBed:    C. 

In  Lord  Dorcheeter's  No.  31  to  Mr.  DncdaB  of  the  7  .Jane  171U. 
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Sir, 
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LORD    DORCHESTER   TO   COL.    J.    G.    SIMCOE. 

Quebec,  16  April  1794. 


The  present  hostile  appearances  rendering  it  necessary  that  Upper 
Canada  for  its  own  defence  should  be  enabled  to  bring  forth  its  full 
strength  for  any  sudden  emergency,  I  beg  to  be  informed  of  the 
Force  Condition  and  Disposition  of  your  Militia,  distinguishing  those 
Parts  of  your  Province  where  the  Population  renders  them  respectable 
in  point  of  numbers,  and  the  Force  they  may  conveniently  assemble 
at  those  different  Places,  and  how  they  are  armed  and  prepared  to 
resist   Invasion. 

More  particularly  I  desire  to  know  what  number  might  be  assem- 
bled on  the  side  of  Niagara,  Detroit  and  Kingston  together  with 
any  other  circumstances  that  may  tend  to  shew  the  extent  of  their 
Powers. 

I   am    with    Regard  Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

humble  Servant 

Dorchester. 
Colonel  Simcoe. 

Endorsed:    C. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  No.  24  to  Mr.  Dnndas  of  the  26  April  1794. 
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LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS,  SEC'Y. 

[  No.  23.  ] 

Quebec,  26th  April  1794. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  circular  letter,  inclosing 
the  King's  order  "for  opening  a  commercial  intercourse  with  such 
"parts  of  the  Island  of  Saint  Domingo  as  are  or  shall  be  in  His 
"Majesty's  possession,   which   I  caused  to  be  made   public  as  directed. 

[A.]     I   inclose   copies  of   a  further  [B]  correspondence  with  Colonel 
Campbell  concerning   the   publication  of   my   reply   to   the  late  Indian 
deputation. 
83 
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Colonel   Simooe   in   a   letter  dated    Mohawk    Village,    Grand    River, 
the   26th   March,    informe    me    he    had    got    so    far    on    his    way    to 
Detroit,    where   he   is  going   in     order   to    take    the    necessary    means 
for   occupying  a   Post,    on   the   Miamis   River. 
I   am    with   great   regard 

&   esteem    Sir 

Your   most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

Dorchester . 
Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas. 

Elndoreed:    Qaebec,  26th  April  1794. 

The  Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 
R.  18th  Jaly.    Ansd.  No.  23.        (Two  Incloearee.) 
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LT.    GOV.    J.   G.    SIMCOE   TO    LORD    DORCHESTER. 

Extracts   from     Lieut    Governor   Simcoe's   letter   to   Lord    Dorchester, 
dated  Navy  Hall  Upper  Canada,    April  29th    179i. 

"I  do  myself  the  honour  of  informing  Your  Lordship  that  on 
"the  10th  of  April,  I  established  a  detachment  of  His  Majesty's 
"Troops  on  the  Miamis  River  agreeably  to  Your  Lordship's  direc- 
"tion,  and  in  the  position  which  will  be  explained  to  you  by  the 
"enclosed   sketch    of   Lieutenant   Pilkington's   the    Engineer." 

"The  Principle,  which  I  have  adopted  as  the  best  means  of  pre- 
" venting  Mr.  Wayne  from  forcing  the  passage  of  the  Miamis,  is 
"by  placing  a  Fort  in  such  a  position  that  it  may  be  easy  of 
"access  from  the  River,  be  readily  supplied  by  water  Carriage  with 
"provisions,  and  should  it  be  invested,  that  the  islands  in  the  river 
"and  the  distance  of  the  opposite  banks  might  afford  opportunities 
"of  every  assistance  being  given  to  the  post  by  such  a  force,  as 
"could  be  collected,  and  which  might  possibly  operate  to  advantage 
"on  some  separate  points,  which  so  wide  an  extent  of  ground  may 
"probably   be   supposed   to   render   assailable. 

"Should  Mr.  Wayne  leave  the  post  in  his  rear  and  move  to 
"Detroit,  It  is  apparent  that  he  must  give  a  fair  opening  for  strik- 
"ing  at  his  communications  for  sixty  miles  in  extent:  Under  this 
"circumstance  I  should  immediately  endeavor  to  occupy  a  Camp  at 
"Turkey    Point   with    all    the   Force    I   should   collect  and  unite,   com- 
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"bining  the  advantages  of  the  command  of  the  Water  and  of  our 
"superiority    in    Artillery. 

"I  have  directed  a  Log  House  defensible  against  musquetry  to 
"be  built  at  Turtle  Island,  and  another  at  the  River  aux  Raisins, 
"and  merlons  of  Logs  in  the  Hog  pen  manner  to  be  provided  at 
"those  posts  which  being  filled  as  occasion  shall  require  will  give 
"the  means  of  speedily  erecting  adequate  Batteries,  and  in  the  mean 
"time  these  houses  will  become  intermediate  deposits,  absolutely 
"necessary  to  the  security  of  the  navigation.  I  have  also  desired 
"Colonel  England  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  instruction  of 
"as  many  soldiers  as  possible  in  the  Artillery  exercise,  and  on  the 
"approach  of  Mr.  Wayne  I  should  not  hesitate  to  withdraw  from 
"Detroit  all  the  Troops  but  those  sufficient  to  defend  Fort  Ler- 
"noult,  and  most  certainly  to  drive  away  or  consume  all  the  cattle 
"in  the  vicinity.  I  do  not  find  My  Lord,  that  the  Sandusky  or 
"any  other  River  affords  by  its  collateral  branches  any  means  of 
"striking  into  Wayne's  rear  should  he  descend  the  Miamis.  It 
"seems  probable  that  should  he  penetrate  as  far  as  Roche  de  bout, 
"he  would  then  change  his  direction,  at  least  if  the  possession  of 
"Detroit  be  his  aim,  and  passing  by  the  heads  of  the  small  rivers 
"which  run  between  the  Detroit  and  the  Miamis  without  the  inter- 
"vention  of  any  difficult  ground,  from  Swamps  or  thick  woods  he 
"would  have  an  easy  march  of  not  more  than  sixty  miles  to  the  Detroit. 

"If  therefore  sufficient  time  shall  be  allowed  for  the  properly 
"fortifying  of  the  Miamis  Fort  and  that  its  guns  shall  be  of  a 
"larger  calibre  than  what  Mr.  Wayne  can  bring  against  it  I  should 
"hope  that  Your  Lordships  views  in  the  establishment  of  a  post 
"in  the  Miamis  would  be  as  successful  as  they  are  decisive  and 
"provident."  J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed :    C. 

In  Lt.  Governor  Simcoe's  No.  12  to  the  Dake  of  Portland  of  the  20th  Deer.  1794. 
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LT.    GOV.   J.   G.   SIMCOE   TO   LORD   DORCHESTER. 

Extract   of  a  letter  from    Lieut   Governor   Simcoe   to   the   Right  Hon- 
ourable  Lord    Dorchester,    dated   Navy   Hall   April   29th    1794 

"The  Indians  on  the  Wabash  have  quitted  the  lower  parts  of 
that  River,  and  by  their  approximation  to  Detroit  (should  not  Mr. 
Wayne  advance)    the   benefits   of    their    Trade    will    return    into    the 
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accustomed  channel.  This  movement  has  exceedingly  alarmed  the 
Settlers   at   Vincennes. 

"It  appears  that  the  Chippewas,  in  consequence  of  some  supersti- 
tious  circumstances  have  unanimously  determined  upon  War. 

'"There  is  every  appearance  of  the  most  general  union  of  the 
Indians,    against   the    United    States,    that   has   yet   been    known. 

"General  Wayne  was  by  the  last  account  at  the  picquetted  Camp 
(or  Polanque)  at  Grenville,  covered  by  Redoubts  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  its  front;  I  transmit  to  Your  Lordship  such  a  sketch  of  his 
Line  of  march  as  can  be  collected,  and  in  some  degree  improved 
from    Hutchins   map. 

"The  last  accounts  from  the  Indians  are,  that  General  Wayne 
has  sent  a  thousand  men  beyond  the  Ohio,  as  the  prisoners  they 
took  impounded  them,  on  the  account  of  the  war  on  the  coast — they 
say  they  saw  the  Troops  on  their  march ;  some  event  possibly  may 
have  happened  that  has  changed  his  apparent  resolutions,  as  your 
Lordship  will  perceive  by  the  sketch  that  he  had  cut  a  road  in  a 
different  direction  from  Sinclair's  projected  march,  pointing  not  to 
the  Miamis  Towns,  but  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Glaize, 
which  has  confirmed  the  Reports  of  the  Indians,  now  publicly  men- 
tioned in  the  American  newspapers,  that  he  had  expressed  himself 
"That   he   hoped   to   drink    with    them   of   the   waters   of   Lake   Erie." 

"It  is  given  out  he  is  to  march  in  May,  and  I  presume  some 
hundred  of  the  Indians  are  now  sett  off  to  oppose  him  cV:  strike  at 
his   convoys." 

End:    A. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  No.  31  to  Mr.  Dandas  of  the  7  Jane  1794. 

[  g  69-1,  p  33  ] 


LT.    GOV.    J.    G.    .SIMCOE   TO    LORD    DORCHESTER. 

Extract   of   a  Letter   from    Lieut   Govr.   Simcoe   to   the   Right   Honble 
Lord   Dorchester,    dated   Navy    Hall   April   29th    1794. 

"I  must  observe  to  Your  Lordship  that  a  few  days  previous  to 
ray  arrival  at  the  Miamis  a  Speech  had  been  sent  by  the  Spanish 
Lieutenant  Governor,  to  the  neigbouring  Nations  and  which  had 
been  transmitted  to  Detroit,  calling  upon  them  for  their  assist- 
ance and  promising  the  most  active  support,  this  Speech  it  is 
believed    has   produced    the     most    important    effects,    scarcely    leaving 
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a  single  Indian  nation  without  the  determined  resolution  of  attack- 
ing the  United  States,  in  particular  the  Chickesaws  before  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Shawanese,  had  cut  off  ten  of  the  Kaskaskias  suspected 
of  being   well   affected   to   the   United   States. 

Endorsed:    F. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  No.  31  to  Mr.  Dnndas  the  7  Jnne  1794. 

[  Q  69-1,  p  44  ] 


MEMORIAL  OF  THOMAS  REYNOLDS  FOR  LAND  AT  DETROIT. 

At    the    Council    Chamber,     Newark,     in     the    County    of     Lincoln, 

Tuesday   May   27th   1794. 
Present 

His   Excellency   John    Graves   Simcoe   Esqr.    Lieut   Governor 

The   Honble.    Wm.    Osgoode,    Chief   Justice 

The   Honble   Peter  Eussell. 


Thomas  Reynolds,  Assist.  Corny  Detroit, 

Read  his  Memorial  praying  for  lands  on  the  River  Thames, 
between  Lot  No  19  1st  Township  &  No  6  in  the  second  Township 
in   front. 

Ordered,  that  two  front  lots  be  granted  petitioner  on  the  north 
side  of  the  River,  and  one  thousand  acres  for  his  Family  as  near 
thereto  as  may  be,  referred  for  that  purpose  to  the  Surveyor 
General. 


[  y  282-2,  p  864  ] 


LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS,  SEC'Y. 

[  No.  31.  ] 

Quebec,  7th  June  1794. 
Sib, 

[A.]  The  last  accounts  from  Upper  [B]  Canada  continue  to  repre- 
sent the   Indian    [C]   Confederacy    as   daily   encreasing  in   strength. 

The  preparations  under  the  iniSuence  of  French  intrigue,  for  [D] 
an  attack  upon  the  Province  of  Louisiana,  [E]  excited  the  vigilance 
of    the    Spanish    [F]   Governor,    who    took    measures    to    secure   the 
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Indians   to   the    Southward,    so   that   from     North    to    South    there   is 

at   present   an   appearance   of   their   being  united. 

The   inclosed   sketches   [G]    will   shew     the    position     taken    on    the 

Miamis   of   Lake    Erie;   with    that     we    formerly     occupied    there    and 

abandoned     soon    [H]    after   the   peace:     also   the     Route    pursued     by 

General  Wayne    last   fall    in    his   expedition    into  the   Indian    Country. 

Reports   from   Niagara   say   the   States   have  a  large   body  of   troops 

at   Presqu'    Isle   on    Lake    Erie 

I   am    with   great   respect   &   esteem 

Sir    Your   most   obedient 

humble   servant 

Dorchester. 
The  Right  Honble  Henry  Dundas. 

End:    Quebec,  7th  June  1794. 
Ld.  Dorchester. 
B.  20  Septr.  No.  31.    Aosd.        (Eight  lacloaares.) 

[  Q  69-1,  p  31  ] 


INDIAN   COUNCIL. 

Proceedings  of  a  Council  holden  at  Buffaloe  Creek  18th  June  1794. 
Present 

The   principal   Sachema,    Chiefs   and   Warriors   of    the   Six   Nations. 

From    the   United   States,    General   Chapin   with    his   attendants. 

From  Upper  Canada  Mr.  Johnston  the  Interpreter  of  the  Indian 
Department. 

Captain    Obail    Speaker,    Mr.    Horatio   Jones,  Interpreter. 
Brotheh, 

We  are  thankful  that  you  have  attended  to  the  call  of  the  Six 
Nations   and    that   you    have  been    preserved  by    the    Great    Spirit. 

Captain     Obail    then    informed     Gen.    Chapin     that    the    following 
address    was   directed   to   the    President   of   the    United    States. 
Brotheu, 

I  have  for  a  long  time  aimed  at  the  good  of  both  parties.  I 
have  paid  you  different  compliments,  as  that  of  Brother,  father 
and  now  I  call  you  friend,  we  were  pleased  when  we  heard  that 
you  were  appointed  to  have  the  Chief  command  of  the  United  States. 
Brother, 

The  great  spirit  has  so  ordered,  that  every  nation  shall  have 
some   one   to   be    their   head,   you    are   to    look    over   your    people,    and 
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settle  all  diflSculties  that   yoa    will  not   be   unmindful   of    us,    but  see 
that  we   have  justice   done,    as   well   as   your  own  people. 

Brothers, 

We   the   Six   Nations   now   call   upon   you.      We    pay    no    attention 
to     what    has    heretofore    been   don'e   by    Congress,    their   proceedings 
we   consider   as   unjust,    we   wish    for   nothing   but    justice,    and    hope 
that   it   may   take   place. 
Bkother, 

You   know   our  demands,    we   ask   but   for   a   small   piece .  of    Land, 
and    we    trust    as  you     are   a   great    man,    you   can   easily   grant   our 
request, 
Brother, 

You  wish  to  be  a  free  people  in  this  Country,  who  have  come 
from  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  settled  here,  and  why  should 
we  not,  whose  forefathers  have  lived  and  died  here  and  always  had 
possession   of   the   Country. 

Brothers, 

We  the  Six  Nations  have  determined  on  the  boundary  we  want 
established,    and   it   is   the   warriors   who   now   speak. 

Brother, 

You    have    the   map   on    which    the    boundaries    are    marked    out, 
which   we   want   established. 
Brothers, 

We   want   room    for   our   children,  it  will   be   hard   for  them   not  to 
have   a   Country   to   live   in   after   that   we   are  gone. 
Brothers, 

It  is  not  because  that  we  are  afraid  of  dying  that  we  have  so 
long   been   trying   to   bring   about   a   peace. 

We  now  call  upon  you  for  an  answer,  as  Congress  and  their 
Commissioners  have  often  times  deceived  us.  If  these  diflSculties  are 
not   removed   the   consequence   may   be   bad. 

This   Speech   was    delivered   with   eight   strings   of    Black   &   White 
Wampum. 
Brothers, 

We   have   opened   this   fire   upon   two   different    kinds    of    business, 
we   wish   you    to   listen  to   them    with   attention. 
Brothers, 

We  are  in  distress,  a  number  of  our  warriors  are  missing 
and  we  know  not  what  has  become  of  them,  but  suppose  that  they 
have   been   killed   by   the  Americans. 
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Brother, 

Last  fall  an  Indian  Chief  by  the  name  of  Bigtree  left  this  Coun- 
try and  went  to  the  American  army  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  we 
have   since   been   informed   that   he   was   killed   by   them. 

Brothees, 

The  other  day  a  very  unfortunate  circumstance  happened,  one  of 
our  nephews  (of  the  Delaware  Nation)  was  killed  at  Venango,  by 
a  party  of  warriors  who  was  sent  to  Presqu'  Isle  without  giving 
us   any   notice   whatever. 

Brothers, 

You  are  sensible  this  must  be  very  hard  to  have  a  man  killed 
in  time  of  peace,  one  who  was  sitting  easy  and  peaceable  on  his 
seat,  you  certainly  would  complain  if  we  were  to  treat  your  people 
in  this  manner. 

Brother, 

It  has  been  customary  when  one  person  has  been  killed  by  another, 
that  those  who  have  done  the  injury  go  to  the  injured  party  and  make 
satisfaction. 

Brother, 

We  told  you  that  we  had  two  pieces  of  business  to  attend  to,  we 
hope   that   you    will   pay   attention    to    them    both. 

Brother, 

The  establishing  of  a  garrison  at  Presque  Isle  may  occasion  many 
accidents  as  the  Southern  Indians  may  do  injury,  and  we  may  be 
blamed   without   a   cause. 

This  speech  was  delivered  with  Ten  strings  of  Black  Wampum 
Captain    Obail   then    addressed    himself   to   General   Chapin. 

Brother, 

When  we  sent  for  you,  it  was  because  we  placed  great  dependance 
upon  you,  we  expected  that  you  would  not  fail  of  doing  every  thing 
in   your   power    to   assist    us. 

Brother, 

We  expect  that  you  will  exert  yourself  in  removing  these  people  off 
of  our  Lands — We  know  very  well  what  they  are  come  on  for,  and  we 
wish  to    have  them  jnished  back. 

Brother, 

We  now  wish  that  you  and  Mr  Johnson  would  go  together  and 
move  these  people  back  over  the  Line  which  we  have  marked  out 
upon  the  map. 
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Brother, 

If  these  people  remove  off  immediately  we  shall  consider  them 
as   friends,   if  not,   we  shall  consider  them  as  no  friends. 

Brother, 

We  expect  that  you  and  Mr  Johnson,  will  go  together  on  this  busi- 
ness and  we  shall  send  ten  warriors  to  attend  you,  and  we  shall 
expect   that   you   will   bring   us   word   when   you   return. 

This  speech  was  delivered  with  Six  Strings  of  Black  &  White 
Wampum. 

General  Chapins   answer  to   the  speech   delivered   by    Captain    Obail. 

Brothers, 

I  have  heard  the  speeches  which  you  have  delivered  with  good 
attention,  and  thought  seriously  on  what  you  have  communicated 
to  me,  you  have  requested  Mr  Johnson  and  myself  to  go  to 
Presque  Isle — as  I  wish  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  both  for 
the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  I  shall  comply  with  your 
request. 

Brothers, 

I  can  do  no  more  to  those  people  than  to  give  them  my  advice. 
It   is  not   in   my    power   to   drive   them    off. 

Brothers, 

You  must  be  sensible  that  I  am  obliged  to  look  to  the  interest 
both  of  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  and  consider  myself 
accountable  to  both  for  whatever  I  do,  and  you  may  depend  that 
when  I  return  I  will  give  you  a  just  account  of  whatever  takes 
place. 

Brothers, 

This  business  is  of  a  serious  nature  and  is  really  a  matter  of 
importance  to  both  parties  you  may  rest  assured  the  President  is 
your  friend  and  that  he  will  pay  attention  to  the  business  which 
you   have   laid   before   him. 

Brothers, 

You  observed  that  you  would  send  ten  warriors  to  accompany  me, 
I   must   also   request   that   you    would   send   ten   of   your   Chiefs. 

Brothers, 

The  business  which  you  desire  me  to  do,  is  what  I  had  little 
thought   of,    I   am    unprepared    for    the    journey,    however   as   I   have 

informed   you   that   I   would   go,    I   shall   set   out    immediately. 
84 


666  COLONIAL  OFFICE  RECORDS. 

Brothers, 

The   speeches   which    you    have    delivered    for    the     President    shall 

be   sent   on,    as   soon   as   is   convenient,    and    you    may   shortly   expect 

to   receive   an    answer. 

J.  G.  S. 
[  g  280-1,  p  195  J 


LT.   GOV.   J.    0.   8IM00E   TO   HENRY   DUNDAS,   SEC'Y. 

[  No.  24.  ] 

Navy  Hall,  Upper  Canada,  June  21st  1794. 

Sir, 


In  respect  to  the  Indian  Department  Lord  Dorchester  has  appointed 
Colonel  McKee  to  the  additional  Superintendancy  of  Michillimacki- 
nac,  vacant  by  the  supercession  of  the  late  Superintendant  for 
defalcation. 

I  have  just  transmitted  to  His  Lordship  the  result  of  a  Court 
of  Enquiry  into  the  Indian  Stores  at  this  place,  by  which  it 
appears  there  has  been  a  defalcation  of  nearly  one  half  of  the 
Quantity,  these  circumstances  tho'  of  sufficient  magnitude  as  they 
not  only  defraud  the  King,  but  deprive  his  Government  of  the  good 
effects  which  the  benevolence  of  the  nation  is  calculated  to  efiFeot 
among  the  Indians;  are  still  very  inferior  considerations  to  the 
political  Interest  that  it  is  necessary  to  manage  among  the  Indian 
Nations,  which  require  a  perpetual  vigilance  and  incessant  atten- 
tion ;  that  from  the  circumstances  of  the  Caprioiousness  of  these 
people,  and  the  seduction  of  the  agents  of  tho  United  States  can- 
not possibly  be  managed  in  all  its  variations  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief  in  Lower  Canada,  or  a  Superintendant  General  residing 
in  that  Province  and  occasionally  visiting  this  Country.  In  this 
Spirit  it  is  that  I  wish  to  see  Colonel  McKee,  a  man  of  real 
ability  and  sound  Loyalty,  at  the  Board  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
this  Country,  and  as  President  of  a  Committee,  Superintending  upon 
the  spot  the  General  policy  of  the  Indian  Nations,  as  well  as  the  con- 
troul  of  the  King's  Presents  and  the  specific  and  systematic  mode  of 
their  delivery;  and  reporting  thro'  me  as  civil  Lieutenant  Governor, 
or  as  commanding  the  King's   Troops   to    Lord    Dorchester. 


'.IVi"*!!'"    'SrockAocs 
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I  shall  give  every  encouragement  to  the  settling  the  communica- 
tion  between    Lake   Huron   and   York   Harbour. 

Of  course  from  the  events  on  the  Continent  I  did  not  expect, 
Sir,  that  the  Kegiments  in  this  Country  could  be  filled  up  by 
recruits  from  Europe.  I  only  lament  that  I  am  not  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  Posts,  whose  importance  I  so  constantly  have  dis- 
played— should  it  be  possible  to  recruit  in  this  Country,  which  I 
doubt,  I  shall  hope  that  Lord  Dorchester  will  alter  his  opinion, 
and   allow     me   to   occupy   them. 

I  enclose  for  your  perusal,  Sir,  the  proceedings  of  the  late  Coun- 
cil held  at  Buflfaloe  Creek  by  the  Six  Nations.  I  have  not  been 
deceived  in  my  conjecture  of  Brant;  He  has  Joined,  with  all 
descriptions  of  persons  in  this  Country  in  construing  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Post  at  the  Miamis  River,  and  Lord  Dorchester's  Speech 
to  the  Seven  Nations,  into  a  certainty  of  Great  Britain's  being 
engaged  in  Hostilities  with  the  United  States.  He  has  acted  with 
firmness  and  vigour.  The  Corn  Planter  has  also  openly  declared 
himself  ready  to  obey  any  Instructions  He  shall  receive  from  me 
his  best  Friend;  the  union  of  these  powerful  chiefs,  and  the  recon- 
ciliation of  the  Six  Nations  (Oneidas  excepted)  will  I  trust  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  best  effects  to  the  King's  Interests — their  present  inten- 
tion is  to  remove  to  Buffaloe  Creek,  which  I  have  not  opposed,  or 
should  any  arrangements  take  place  with  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  total  silence  of  Your  dispatch  Sir,  on  the  subject  I  entertain 
some  hopes,  that  such  will  be  the  case,  the  vicinity  of  Buffaloe 
Creek  and  the  means  I  shall  now  make  use  of  to  confirm  the  chiefs  in 
their  attachment  to  His  Majesty  will  I  trust  prevent  on  this  side, 
those  111  effects  which  must  otherwise  be  naturally  expected  to 
result  from  the  measures  which  have  lately  been  taken  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  self  defence;  and  under  the  apprehension  of  which,  I 
have  stated  to  Lord  Dorchester  last  April  "that  It  must  be  evident 
"to  Your  Lordship  from  the  effect  which  the  late  transactions  has 
"had  in  respect  to  the  Indians,  there  can  be  no  safety  for  this 
"Province,  and  of  course  British  America  should  they  be  abandoned 
"to  themselves  and  not  confirmed  in  their  just  claims  by  the  deter- 
" mined   and   avowed    mediation   of   Great   Britain. 

General  Wayne's  Army  is  probably  advancing,  I  hope  but  I  am 
by  no  means  confident,  that  the  Indians  will  effectually  oppose  him. 
It  may  give  you  Sir  some  satisfaction  to  see  the  General  course 
of  his  march  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  deserters  &c  I  there- 
fore  transmit   the  sketch.     I   also   beg   to   offer   you    one   of   the   Post 
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at  the  Miamie.  It  includes  Tiiriie  Island  which  I  mean  to  occupy 
and  to  combine  all  the  defences  of  Land  Batteries,  Gun  Boats  and 
the  Shipping  to  prevent  if  possible  Mr  Wayne  from  obtaining  any 
supplies  from  Presque-Isle  or  elsewhere,  by  that  channel,  and  it 
exhibits  the  Islands  in  the  Erie  and  shews  their  very  gieat  conse- 
quence  to   the   future   navigation    of   the    Lake. 

There  appears  to  me  to  be  a  greater  difficulty  in  raising  men 
in  this  Country  as  proposed  for  the  Canadian  Corps  preparatory  to 
a  War,  than  perhaps  Sir  should  it  unfortunately  take  place,  may 
happen  at  its  commencement,  or  during  its  continuance,  no  indus- 
try on  my  part  shall  be  wanting,  Sir,  to  fullfiU  your  Intentions, 
and  I  trust  that  the  King's  Service  shall  not  be  betrayed  by  inac- 
tivity or  indecision.  I  have  a  firm  hope  that  the  Legislature  of 
this  Country  will  in  all  cases  arm  me  with  sufficient  power  in  the 
defence  of  the  Laws  and  His  Majesty's  Eights  to  oppose  all  who 
contravene  them ;  and  to  set  at  defiance  those  principles  of  terror 
by  which  the  late  American  revolution  was  carried  into  effect  and 
if  such  be  the  necessity  to  meet  it  with  equal  and  commanding 
Security. 

I  trust  if  I  remain  in  the  Military  Command  in  this  Country 
that  I  shall  be  enabled  to  establish  a  defensible  Military  Arsenal. 
The  States  of  America  will  at  once  overwhelm  this  Colony  or  they 
will  have  all  to  dread  in  their  turn.  I  have  never  oflFered  an  Idea 
tending  to  contradict  that  line  of  policy  which  His  Majesty's  Min- 
isters have  thought  proper  to  adopt  in  respect  to  the  placing  of 
the  Indian  Land  as  an  intermediate  Boundary,  I  have  shaped  my 
course,  Sir,  most  industriously,  by  Your  Instructions;  I  have  recon- 
ciled the  Senacas  and  Brant  with  whom  otherwise  He  declares  he 
never  would  have  been  connected,  and  as  their  manner  is,  have 
received  the  name  of  the  Original  founder  of  the  League  of  the 
Six  Nations  to  mark  that  event.  The  western  Indians  are  also 
attached  to  the  King's  Government,  while  those  near  to  Montreal, 
The  St.  Rejis  and  Ca^huawage  Indians  are  unfortunately  disaffected 
— but,  Sir,  in  ray  provisionary  Establishments,  I  have  certainly  been 
guarding  against  events  that  may  happen  and  which  I  do  not  look 
upon  with  any  degree  of  apprehension  namely  the  approximation  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Lakes.  I  am  persuaded  that  a  successful 
War  on  this  side,  or  possibly  a  repulse  of  the  first  Incursions  will 
operate  to  occasion  the  Colonies  of  the  United  States  (for  such  I 
consider  all  establishments  on  this  side  of  the  Allogauoys)  and 
Kentucky    to   throw    off   thoir   dependencies— but   should   this    measure 
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be  aflPected  by  the  slower  yet  more  certain  operations  of  peace,  it 
is  to  me  apparent  that  Competent  Establishments  of  Troops  and  for- 
tified Harbours  must  for  a  while  be  kept  at  in  this  province  to 
awe  its  Neighbours  whether  Indians  or  Whites  and  to  give  to  the 
Country  efficient  protection,  For  Sir,  tho'  few  men  from  Birth  or 
Education  are  apt  to  consider  Naval  protection  in  a  more  estimable 
light  than  I  do,  a  respect  for  truth  obliges  me  to  say,  that  its  opera- 
tions on  a  defensive  System,  are  far  too  precarious  to  be  the  sole,  or 
even  in  my  apprehension,  the  most  certain  obstacle  against  the  designs 
of  an  able  adversary  Superior  in  the  number  of  Troops  and  in  the 
means  of  feeding  them,  and  such  will  be  the  force  of  the  United 
States,  if  it  once  be  permitted  to  carry  on  oflfensive  warfare  against 
this  Colony. 

The  variety  of  business  which  my  station  has  of  late  required,  and 
which  for  want  of  proper  assistance,  has  totally  fallen  upon  myself, 
prevents  me  at  present,  Sir,  from  arranging  those  materials  which 
I  collected  for  a  report  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council  for  trade — but 
circumstances  seem  to  require  that  I  should  give  you  information 
Sir,  on  one  point  which  will  be  contained  in  that  memoir.  It  is 
to  establish  a  Factory  on  the  Western  side  of  the  Mississippi 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisconsin,  this  factory  to  have  no 
monopolizing  privileges  of  trade,  their  advantages  to  be  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  Territory  purchased  and  the  regular  distribution  of 
the  presents  to  be  furnished  by  the  Crown  annually  to  the  Indian 
Nations  who  have  sold  the  Soil;  annual  presents  also  must  be  given 
at  Michillimaokinac  &c.  as  tributes  for  the  passing  of  the  Foxes  River 
and  Ouisconsin  to  the  several  Nations;  these  presents  to  be  deducted 
from    the  general   allowance   to   the   Indians   and   not   additional. 

The  advantages  proposed  are  many  a  post  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Harbour  capable  of  building  Gun  Boats  are  the  Military  ones.  The 
present  seems  to  be  a  moment  in  which  such  an  establishment 
would  be  acceptable  rather  than  give  cause  of  Jealousy  to  Spain,  as 
I  gather  from  general  circumstances  and  the  Letter  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Orleans  to  me  which  without  doubt  has  been  com- 
municated  to   you   Sir   by   the   Commander   in   Chief. 

When  Sir,  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  the  late  war  abandoned  Phil- 
adelphia, and  before  their  arrival  at  New  York,  I  offered  under  the 
general  Idea  of  the  war  being  terminated  to  lead  my  own  Regiment 
and  other  provincials  into  this  Country.  I  then  collected  from 
information,    and   I   now    believe    that   it   might    be    held    by    Great 
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Britain  even  should  Lower  Canada  be  lost;  I  am  still  of  that 
opinion,  and  tho*  I  most  fervently  pray  that  no  such  event  may 
happen,  yet  on  this  extreme  necessity,  I  should  be  far  from  think- 
ing  myself   subdued,    or   not    endeavour   at   a   proper   assistance. 

Lower  Canada  at  the  first  appearance  would  seem  not  to  depend 
upon  the  loss  or  preservation  of  the  Upper  Province;  I  am  of 
opinion   it   might   prove   otherwise   should   the   experiment   be   made. 

The  Province  of  New  York,  by  the  route  of  Lake  Simcoe  and 
Matchadosh  Bay  would  at  once  possess  itself  of  the  Fur  Trade. 
The  Indians  would  be  subdued  and  probably  Quebec  soon  invaded 
and    besieged. 

I  merely  sketch  out  this  Idea,  Sir,  to  shew  you  that  I  look  upon 
Niagara  and  its  independencies,  York  and  Long  Point,  of  the  utmost 
Importance  in  the  greatest  scale  of  events;  that  they  are  so  or 
inferior  considerations  I  think  I  shall  establish  when  I  shall  trans- 
mit  my   observations   to    Lord    Dorchester   on   the   St   Lawrence. 

This  Letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  Sir,  by  Captain  Talbot  who 
returns  to  England  upon  promotion,  and  who  having  lived  in  my 
family  ever  since  I  have  been  in  Upper  Canada  and  been  employed 
on  the  most  confidential  intercourse  between  me,  Mr.  Hammond  and 
Colonel  McKee  and  having  accompanied  me  in  my  several  Journeys 
is  capable  of  communicating  to  you  Sir,  any  Information  you  may 
be  pleased  to  require,  on  the  several  subjects  which  I  have  offered 
to  you  in  my  various  dispatches  and  on  the  existing  State  of  this 
Province. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be   ■*'ith    the   Greatest   Respect. 
Sir   Your   most   obedient 

and   very    Humble   Servant 

J.  G.  Simcoe, 
Lt,  Governor  of  Upper  Canada. 

The  Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas,  <fec.  <fec.  &c. 

Endorsed:     Navy  Hall.  2lBt  Jnne  17S4. 
Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 
R.  22d  Sept.    No.  25.        AoBd.       Three  IncloBares. 
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COUNCIL   HELD    AT   FORT    LE   BOEUF. 

Mr.  Johnson  and  General  Chapin  with  sixteen  chief  warriors  pro- 
ceeded  to   Fort   Le  Boeuf   where   they   arrived   the   26th   June. 

27th.  The  Speeches  to  the  president  as  well  as  the  request  of 
the  Six  Nations  were  delivered  in  Council  to  Mr.  Ellicott  and  the 
officer  commanding  there,  to  which  they  returned  the  following 
answer. 

Brothers  of  the  Six  Nations, 

Your  Brothers  of  Pennslyvania  have  always  been  attentive  to  the 
Interest  of  the  Indians  especially  to  that  of  the  Six  Nations  and 
are   happy   to   meet   them    in   peace   &   unity. 

Brothers, 

We  have  heard  your  Message  by  General  Chapin  and  William 
Johnston   and   have   considered   the   request. 

Brothers, 

By  the  peace  of  1782,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ceded  to  your 
Brethren  of  Pennsylvania  all  the  Lands  which  they  claim  but  from 
a  regard  to  justice  and  considering  you  as  the  real  owners  of  the  soil 
could  not  consider  themselves  as  entitled  to  it  untill  fairly  purchased 
from  yourselves. 

Brothers, 

The  Lands  which  you  have  requested  us  to  move  off  of,  have  for 
several  years  been  purchased  by  your  Brothers  of  Pennsylvania  from 
the  Six  Nations  and  the  Lines  bounding  the  same  were  opened  and 
marked  with  their  consent  and  approbation.  The  Purchase  North,  of 
the  North  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  west  of  Canewango  River  Lake 
Chalaqua  and  the  path  leading  from  thence  to  Lake  Erie  and  South 
of  the  said  was  made  of  your  Chiefs  at  Fort  Harmar  by  General 
Butler  and  General  Gibson  and  the  Money  &  goods  were  punctually 
paid  to  them. 

Brothers, 

Your  Brethren  of  Pennsylvania  have  fairly  and  openly  made  pur- 
chase of  all  the  Lands  to  which  they  lay  claim  and  having  sold  these 
Lands  to  such  People  as  chose  to  settle  and  work  them  they  think  it 
now  their  duty  to  protect  such  settlers  from  the  depredations  of  all 
such  persons  as   may  molest  them. 

Brothers, 

The  present  Military  preparations  of  your  Brethren  of  Pennsyl- 
vania  are    intended    to    protect    their    citizens    against    the    western 
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Hostile   Indians   only,   not   supposing  any  protection   necessary  against 
the   Six   Nations   whom    they   consider   as    their   friends   &    allies. 

Brothers, 

The  Line  which  you  have  marked  on  this  map  will  take  back 
from  your  Brothers  of  Pennsylvania  a  large  tract  of  Land  which 
they  have  purchased  from  you.  We  cannot  therefore  consistently 
with  our  duty  remove  from  those  Lands,  unless  directed  by  the 
Great  Council  of  our  People,  to  whom  we  shall  immediately  send 
your   Message. 

Brothers, 

We  should  be  sorry  that  our  continuing  on  the  Lands  which  you 
have  sold  to  your  Brethren  of  Pennsylvania  should  be  the  cause 
of  any  uneasiness  or  why  we  should  not  be  considered  by  you  as 
Friends. 

Brothers, 

Your  Brethren  of  Pennsylvania  are  a  generous  People — they  have 
never  wished  for  more  than  they  were  willing  to  pay  for  and  have 
never  attempted  to  take  what  did  not  belong  to  them,  they  will  be 
glad  to  meet  you  at  all  times  and  afford  relief  to  the  weak  &  hungry 
of  your  people  who  may  take  the  trouble  to  come  &  see  them  at  this 
place,  in  the  mean  time  as  we  are  ordered  here  by  the  General 
Council  your  Brothers  of  Pennsylvania,  we  cannot  consistent  with  our 
duty  remove  from  hence  untill  orders  come  from  them  for  that  pur- 
pose, your  message  however  shall  be  immediately  forwarded  by  Express 
to  them  for  their  consideration. 

Andrew  Ellicot. 

C.  Denny,  Capt.  State  Troops. 

Fort  Le  Boeuf,  26th  June  1794. 

Thomas  Nesbitt, 

Secretary. 

General  Chapin  &  Mr.  Johnson  with  the  chief  warriors  having 
returned  to  Buffaloe  Creek,  met  the  chiefs  in  Council  on  the  4th 
July,  when  after  relating  the  answer  of  the  People  at  Fort  Le 
Boeuf,  and  the  usual  compliments  had  passed,  O'Bale  a  principal 
Seneca  Chief  addressed  the  following   Speech  to   General  Washington. 

Brother, 

I    now   call  you    Friend,   attend   the   voice   of   the  Six    Nations,   who 

have    been    united   &    loved    each     other    since   the  beginning   of    the 

world.     We   have    assembled    here    on    account    of  the    Transactions 
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near  Presqu'  Isle  &  we  have  received  an  answer  to  the  message 
we  had  sent,  the  answer  from  the  People  at  Fort  Le  Boeuf  hints 
upon  every  thing  that  has  taken  place  since  the  peace,  the  greatest 
part  of  what  they  have  told  us  is  not  true,  tliey  have  related  some 
of  the  former  Deceptions,  they  have  told  me  that  they  had  given 
me  land,  but  to  compleat  my  wishes,  I  desire  that  all  the  Six 
Nations  may  have  Lands,  I  depend  upon  you  General  Washington, 
to  grant  our  request,  and  make  our  minds  easy,  for  many  reflections 
are  thrown  upon  me  by  the  Six  Nations  I  am  almost  determined 
to   rise  from    my   Birth   and   die   with    them. 

Brother, 

We  know  what  we  have  received  from  the  United  States  from 
time  to  time,  we  fully  considered  the  Boundary,  and  we  are  deter- 
mined it  shall  remain,  if  you  establish  this  Line  I  think  we  will  be 
about  even. 

Brother, 

If  you  do  not  comply  we  shall  determine  upon  something  else, 
you  know  that  we  are  a  free  People,  and  that  the  Six  Nations  are 
able  to  defend  themselves.  We  are  determined  to  maintain  our 
freedom. 

Brother, 

Do  not  imagine  that  our  minds  are  corrupted  by  other  people,  the 
only   thing  that  can  corrupt   them  will   be  a  refusal  of   our   Demands. 

Brother, 

If  our  request  is  not  granted  I  wish  that  my  son  may  be  sent  with 
the  answer  and  tell  me  which  side  he  means  to  join  for  he  is  at  lib- 
erty to  do  as  he  likes. 

Brother, 

We  request  that  you  will  send  a  speedy  answer  to  our  speeches, 
and    that    the   messenger   may  come  to  our  Council  Fire  at  this  place. 

Eight   Strings   of  Wampum  black  &  white. 

The  Speaker  then  addressed  General  Chapin 

Brother, 

You  who  stand  between  the  Indians  &  the  United  States  we  request 
that  you  will  give  every  assistance  in  your  power  to  forward  this  bus- 
iness, you  find  us  as  determined  as  ever  upon  the  Line  between  us  & 
the  United  States,  we  put  confidence  in  you  and  request  that  you  will 
forward  our  Determination  to  the  people  at  Fort  Le  Boeuf  and  desire 

them  not  to  move  forward. 

85 
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General  Chapin's   aoswer. 
Brothers, 

I  am  happy  the  Great  Spirit  has  preserved  us  to  meet  again  in 
Council,  I  have  heard  with  attention  the  Speeches  you  have  made  & 
have  committed  them  to  writing,  they  have  since  been  explained  to 
you  that  you   might  see  that  there  was  no  Deception. 

Brothers, 

I  must  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  General  Washington  is  a  firm 
friend  to  the  Six  Nations  &  that  he  will  not  by  any  means  see 
them    wronged. 

Brothers, 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  you  look  upon  yourselves  as  free  & 
Independent  People  that  is  the  case  with  the  United  States,  they 
are  free  &  Independant  and  wish  to  take  you  by  the  hand  as 
Brothers;  It  seems  now  there  is  some  disputes  but  the  only  way 
to  have  it  settled  is  to  come  together  face  to  face  and  talk  the 
matter   over   candidly. 

Brothers, 

I  shall  now  return  home  &  forward  your  speeches  to  General 
Washington  as  soon  as  possible,  in  the  meantime  I  hope  you  will 
set   easy    on    your   seats   until   you   hear    General   Washington's   voice. 

Brothers, 

I  always  consider  myself  accountable  to  the  Indians  as  well  as 
the  United  States,  I  aim  at  the  good  of  both  parties  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that  nothing  in  my  power  shall  be  wanting  to  assist. 
I  shall  prepare  a  copy  of  your  Determination  to  be  sent  on  to  Le 
Boeuf    provided   you    send    Runners   for   that   purpose. 

Eadoraed:    A. 

In  Lord  Dorchester's  No.  42  to  Mr.  Uandas  of  the  28  Jaly  1794. 

[  Q  68,  p  218  ] 


LT.    OOV.    J.    0.    8IMC0E  TO   HENBY   DUNDA8,   SEO'Y. 
[  No.  26.  ] 

Niagara,  July  3rd  1794. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  acknowledging  your  dispatch  of  the 
16th  March.  No  4.  I  am  most  sensibly  gratified  that  my  conduct 
in  respect  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  6:  the  Amer- 
ican   Indians   met   with    your   approbation. 
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The  difficulties  of  the  situation  are  more  easily  tolerated  than 
described  &  consisting  of  a  variety  of  petty  &  trifling  details  can- 
not Sir,  be  communicated  by  letter  with  that  precision  which  cir- 
cumstances,  possibly,   may    render   necessary. 

However  seeing  in  an  English  Newspaper  that  the  propriety  of  the 
Conduct  of  this  Government  has  been  questioned  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  &  knowing  that  ultimately  it  may  become  the  subject  of  par- 
ticular discussion;  I  think  it  proper  to  communicate  to  you  Sir,  the 
last  speech  which  has  been  delivered  on  my  part  to  the  Six  Nations, 
whose  determination  will  soon  be  of  material  consequence,  together 
with  such  observations  as  may  be  necessary  to  elucidate  this  speech, 
&  which  may  be  considered  as  a  Summary  of  the  transactions  of 
this   Government. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  the  original  and  material 
aggression  of  the  United  States  appears  to  have  been  their  Govern- 
ments immediately  changing  the  relative  situation  in  which  the  peace 
of  1783,  had  left  the  contending  parties,  namely  themselves  and  Great 
Britain,  by  endeavouring  to  possess  themselves  of  the  whole  of  the 
Indian  Territory  by  fraudulent  or  by  forcible  means,  &  in  conse- 
quence, by  the  Annihilation  of  this  intermediate  power  between  them 
and  the  British  possession  occasioning  the  destruction  of  the  whole 
of   the  commerce  &  endangering  the  safety  of  his  Majesty's  Provinces. 

To  prove  this  intended  alteration,  The  Act  of  Congress  for  the 
formation  of  the  New  States,  &  the  names  given  to  them  by  the 
Committee  of  which  Mr.   Jefferson  was  president  are  sufficient  Evidences. 

That  it  was  done  by  fraudulent  means,  appears  upon  the  very  face 
of  the  purchases  made  from  the  Indians  &  his  Majesty's  honored 
name  is  brought  into  attaint,  by  the  Governors  of  the  Country  to 
give   an    Sanction   to   their   purposes. 

The  fraud  consists  in  the  affirmation  that  the  Indian  Territory  has 
been  given  away  as  "The  Price  of  Peace."  This  is  the  term  which 
Governor  Sinclair  made  use  of  &  which  the  Cornplanter,  on  the  9th 
of  February  1791  intimates  in  his  speech  to  President  Washington  to 
be  the  language  of  the  People  who  purchased  the  Lands  from  the 
Indians   &   demands   from    him    an   explanation  in  the  following  terms. 

"  What  the  Commissioners  had  said  about  the  Land  having  been 
"  ceded  to  them  at  the  Peace,  our  Chiefs  considered  as  intended 
*'  only  to  lessen  the  price,  &  they  passed  it  by  with  very  little 
*'  notice,  but  since  that  time  we  have  heard  so  much  from  others, 
*'  about   the  right   to  our  Lands  the  King  gave  when  you  made  Peace 
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"  with  him,   that  it   is   our   earnest   desire   that   you    will   tell    us   what 
"  it   means." 

To  this  and  to  other  material  points  the  President  avoids  a  reply 
I  presume  Sir,  that  you  possess  the  Speech.  It  was  therefore,  a  main 
object  of  my  Determination  the  moment  I  read  Governor  Sinclair's 
Speech  to  do  away  the  effects  of  it  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  I  did  so 
to  the  Indian  Nations;  A:  their  successive  Victories  having  at  various 
times,  extorted  from  the  Government  of  the  States  satisfactory  explana- 
tions, that  His  Majesty  has  not  given  away  their  lands,  I  used  every 
prudent  means  in  my  power  to  get  the  Commissioners  to  Consolidate 
&  substantiate  the  Declaration,  but  I  believe  I  should  have  failed  of 
success,  had  not  the  Indian  Council  refusing  to  admit  them  to  a 
Conference  unless  they  would  explicitly  give  up  the  claims  to  the 
ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Muskingum,  effected  by  a  mixture  of 
fraud  &  force  rendered  it  necessary  for  them  to  give  some  further 
explanation,  that  might  so  far  conciliate  the  Confidence  of  the  Sav- 
ages as  to  induce  them  to  admit  the  Commissioners  to  a  Personal- 
Treaty,  without  the  absolute  promise  of  what  they  had  no  authority 
to    grant. 

Upon  these  Considerations,  the  Commissioners  made,  as  they  chose 
to  term  it,  the  Concession  which  tho'  I  formerly  transmitted  to  you 
Sir,  in  the  Body  of  the  Speech,  I  think  it  proper  to  select  upon 
this  particular  occasion.  This  Concession  establishes  the  fact  that  the 
Government  of  the  Ignited  States  thro'  its  former  Coininissioners  had 
fraudulently  made  use  of  the  Kings  Name,  to  wrest  the  Lands  from 
the  Indian  Nations,  as  was  particularly  exemplified  in  the  Corn 
Planters   most   admirable   Speech. 

{&  indeed  upon  all  occasions)  and  it  establishes  the  fact  by  the 
most  incontrovertible  evidence,  &  in  the  most  incontrovertible  manner, 
namely  that  of  these  Commissioners  condeming  the  claims  and  con- 
structions  of   their   Predecessors. 

The  Answer  of  the  Indians  to  this  Speech  and  to  what  the  Com- 
missioners called  the  concessions  therein  contained  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  you--It  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  observe,  that  so  various 
were  the  artifices  of  the  I'nited  States,  tt  so  successful  had  their 
Emissaries  been,  in  sowing  jealousies  &  apprehensions  among  the 
Indians,  that  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  had  the  CoimiiiHsioners  been 
onco  admitted  to  a  personal  Conference  at  their  council  fire,  they 
would  have  obtained  whatever  their  prudence  or  their  avarice  mif^bt 
have   inclined   them   to   have  demanded. 
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It  rests  only  for  me  to  observe,  Sir,  that  I  have  always  consid- 
ered an  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  to  be  the  only  authentic 
Document  that  defines  the  State  of  the  Indians,  as  far  as  it  respects 
the  European  Nations,  whose  line  of  Demarcation  as  limited  by  them- 
selves for  their  own  mutual  guidance  gives  to  the  Indians  &  their 
respective  traders  the  most  perfect  freedom  therein,  &  considers  the 
natives  as  entirely  independent, — In  that  Spirit  I  early  suggested  to 
the  Merchants  of  Montreal  to  consider  the  Question,  &  their  opinion 
I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  from  Lower  Canada.  Gordons 
observation  in  his  History  of  the  late  war  written  under  the  Sanc- 
tion of  Washington  is  the  most  desirable  evidence  (of  what  tho'  a 
matter  of  notoriety  would  otherwise  be  denied  that  the  Infringement 
of  the  stipulated  situation  of  the  Indians  on  the  part  of  France  was 
the  occasion  of  the  former  war,  &  indeed  both  in  the  Treaty  of 
Fort  Harmar,  or  Muskingham  &  with  the  Cherokees,  the  United 
States  seem  to  admit  this  Article  by  endeavoring  to  obviate  its 
effects,  in  making  it  an  express  Stipulation,  that  no  persons  shall 
trade  with  the  Nations  with  whom  they  are  treating,  but  by  the 
license  of  the  Governors  of  the  United  States;  a  circumstance  which 
of  itself  is  an  aggression  as  it  effects  a  material  change  in  the  situ- 
ation  of  the   two   Countries,  subsequently   to   the   Treaty    of   Peace. 

*It  may  therefore  be  safely  affirmed,  that  the  establishment  of  a 
Government  in  Upper  Canada,  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  British  Commerce  against  the  Aggressions  of  the 
United  States,  &  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe  that  had  it  been 
delayed  another  year,  not  an  Indian  nation  would  have  been  other- 
wise than  hostile  to  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  the  consequence  of  which 
might   have   been   fatal   to   the   British    Empire   in   America. 

I  offer  these  observations  sir,  as  elucidatory  of  the  Speech  delivered 
by  the  Major  Brigade  Littlehales,  &  that  in  case  of  Hostilities  with 
the  United  States  It  may  appear  as  far  as  respects  the  Indian 
Nations,  that  his  Majesty's  Government  has  not  been  the  aggressors; 
&  well  knowing  that  the  use  of  the  Indians,  which  necessarily  must 
enforce  (tho'  as  a  Military  man  I  place  no  dependance  on  their 
Assistance)  will  become  the  subject  of  barbarous  Declamation.  I 
think  it  not  untimely,  to  enclose  the  Evidence  of  a  very  respectable 
man,  Capt.  Elliot  that  these  very  Indians  who  have  made  a  resist- 
ance against  the  fraud  &  force  of  the  United  States,  were  at  the 
beginning    of    the    late    Rebellion    tampered    with   by   the   Agents   of 
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those   who   occasioned    it,   prior   to   their   having   been   in  any  instance 

offered   the   Hatchet   by    the   Kings   Officers   or   Superintendents. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be,   with    the   most   perfect   Respect,   Sir 

Your    most   obedient   and 

Most   humble   servant. 

J.  Graves  Simcoe. 
Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas, 

and  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretarys  of  State. 

Endorsed:    Niagara,  3d  Jaly  1794. 
Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe. 
R.  20th  Sept.    No.  26.    Aned.        Three  Incloenree. 

[  Q  280-1,  p  201  1 


HENRY   DUNDAS,   SEC  Y,   TO   LT.    GOV.    J.   G.    SIMCOE. 

Whitehall,  4th  July  1794. 
Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe,  No.  6. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  numbered 
21    and   22,  with    their   several   Inclosures. 

I  very  much  approve  of  the  very  prudent  and  pacific  line  of  con- 
duct, which  you  have  adopted,  in  consequence  of  General  Wayne's 
supposed    approach    to   the   vicinity    of   Detroit. 

This  circumstance,  added  to  the  disunion,  which  has  been  effected 
of  the  Indians,  altho'  it  increases  the  difficulty  does  not  by  any 
means  lessen  the  actual  necessity  of  avoiding  if  possible  proceeding 
to  extremities;  at  a  moment,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr,  Jay,  who  is  now  here,  may  lead  to  a  final  termination 
of  all  disputes  and  a  perfect  good  understanding  between  this  (^ountry 
and    the    States   of   America. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  consequence  of  Detroit  may  be  affected 
without  the  poet  itself  being  actually  molested;  but  you  will  always 
bear  in  mind  th^t  the  iinmedidie  protection  of  the  Post  itself,  is  the 
only  object  to  be  attended  to.  It  may  not  be  improper  whilst  on 
this  subject,  to  enclose  to  you  an  Extract  from  my  answer  to  Lord 
Dorchester's  Suggestions  dated,  the  17th  July  1793,  so  far  as  the  name 
relates  to  the  light  in  which  the  posts  on  the  American  side  of  the 
Treaty    Line   are   to    be    considered. 
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Having  said  this  much  I  feel  it  quite  unnecessary  to  add  any- 
thing further  on  the  subject,  especially  as,  in  selecting  the  places 
which  you  propose  to  occupy  in  Upper  Canada,  you  seem  perfectly 
well  aware  of  the  necessity  of  conducting  His  Majesty's  Service  in 
that  Province,  upon  a  principle,  that  the  Posts  on  the  American  Side 
of  the  Treaty  Line,  can  only  be  considered  as  temporary  objects ;  a 
final  arrangement  with  the  United  States  of  America,  in  all  prob- 
ability  leading   to   their   evacuation. 

Your  observation  in  No  22  upon  the  Chippewas  being  invited  with 
the  other  Indians  to  the  conference  at  Venango,  is  exceedingly  proper, 
and  strongly  evinces  the  expediency  there  is,  on  our  part,  both 
for  preserving  the  attachment  of  those  Indians,  who  are  within  His 
Majesty's  Provinces;  &  for  securing  their  fidelity,  by  occupying  such 
places,  as  may  render  them  most  dependent  on  His  Majestys  Gov- 
ernment; and  tend  most  to  enable  us  to  preserve  with  them,  both  a 
political   and  commercial   connection 

I   am    &c. 

Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed:     Drat. 

To  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe,  Jnly  1794. 

[  Q  280-1,  p  140  ] 


HENRY  DUNDAS,  SEC'Y,  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER. 

The  Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorchester. 

Whitehall,  5th  July  1794. 
My  Lord, 

No.  17  Feb  24.       I   have   received    &    laid    before    the    King    your    Lord- 
Jg  2III    ship's   Letters   of   the   dates   &   numbers   mentioned   in    the 
-  Mar.  1.  margin,  together   with    their   respective   Inclosures. 
20        25.      J   answer     to   No.   17,    it    appears    to    me,    on    preparing 

22 the   memorial  from    the   copy — hold    Tenants  on  the   Manor 

of  Longueuil,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor  General,  which  accom- 
panies it,  that  the  grievance  stated  in  that  memorial,  where  it  exists, 
is  strictly  cognizable  by  the  Courts  of  Justice,  and  is  capable  of 
receiving  a  Judicial  Eemedy,  without  any  interference  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  only  doubt  started  is  the  Expence  of  an  appeal  to  the 
King  in  Council,  to  which  the  Memoralists  might  be  driven.  But 
under   such   circumstances,  the   case  of  one  is  the  case  of  all,  and  the 
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point  of  Law  once  established  (if  there  be  any  doubt  on  that  head) 
I  cannot  think  it  possible,  that  afterwards  any  of  the  Seigniors  would 
prosecute  vexatious  appeals  to  the  King  in  Council  in  the  face  of 
enlarged  <S:  liberal  costs,  which  in  such  case  the  Court  would 
most  probably  conceive  itself  warranted  in  granting,  if  the  Provincial 
Judgement    was   affirmed. 

The  matters  entertained  in  Your  Lordships  Letter  No.  18  and  its 
Inolosures  are  exceedingly  important,  especially  when  considered  as 
connected  with  the  present  situation,  temper  and  disposition  of  the 
American  State.  From  my  several  Letters  to  Yourself  &  Major  Gen- 
eral  Clarke  which  I  take  this  opportunity  of  referring  to  in  the 
To.  Lt.  Gov.  margin,  as  well  as  from  your  own  sentiments  on  this  sub- 
i5th*An*t  1792  ^^^^'  your  Lordship  must  be  thoroughly  impressed  with 
lothDecr.  the  great  consequence  which  His  Majesty's  Government 
attach  to  the  preservation  of  Peace  with   America,   and   con- 

To    Lord  Dor-  ^ 

Chester.  sequently  to  the  avoiding,  if  possible,  anything  like  Hos- 
17  Jaiy,  1793.  tilities,  in  consequence  of  the  disputes  concerning  the  Treaty 
isFeby!  Line,  and  the  Posts  on  the  American  side  of  it,  in  our  posses- 

4  Jane.  sion.     YouT  Lordship,  I  observe  too,  is  perfectly  well  aware  that 

"there  exists  in  the  American  States,  a  considerable  <k  certainly  a  most  vio- 
lent party,  whose  views  seem  to  be  inimical  to  the  real  interests  of  their 
own  Government,  as  well  as  of  ours,  and  whose  object  appears  to  be, 
to  drive  all  subsisting  matters  of  dispute  between  the  two  countries, 
beyond  the  bounds  of  accommodation.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
without  being  further  informed  of  the  reason,  upon  which  the  meas- 
ures I  am  going  to  mention  were  founded,  I  should  not  deal  fairly 
&  candidly  by  Your  Lordship,  if  I  were  not  to  express  my  appre- 
hensions that  your  answer  to  the  message  from  the  Indians  of  the 
Upper  Country,  marked  G.  and  your  proposing  to  Colonel  Simcoe,  in 
Your  Lordship's  Letter  to  him  marked  C.  to  occupy  nearly  the  same 
Posts  on  the  Miamis  River,  which  were  demolished  after  the  Peace, 
may  not  rather  provoke  Hostilities,  than  prevent  them.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  the  above  answer  to  the  Indians,  I  wrote  to  Your  Lordship 
of  the  Uh.  nlto. ;  and  with  respect  to  the  directions  above  mentioned 
for  occupying  the  Posts  on  the  Miamis  River,  I  am  afraid  that  they 
extend  to  what  cannot  be  considered  to  be  within  the  Limits  of  the 
Post  at  Detroit,  the  innnedidte  protection  of  which,  as  well  as  of  the 
other  Posts  in  our  possession,  on  the  American  side  of  the  Treaty 
Line,  is  the  only  object  to  be  attended  to.  It  may  not  be  improper 
whilst  on  this  subject,   to   refer    Your    Lordship   to   my    answer   to    my 
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Suggestions,  previous  to  your  last  departure  from  hence,  dated  17th 
July  1793,  an  extract  from  which,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Posts 
on   the   American    Side    of  the   Treaty    Line,   I   herewith    inclose. 

The  approbation  of  the  mode  proposed  by  Lieut  Govr.  Simcoe  for 
occupying  Upper  Canada,  which  I  have  already  signified  to  Your 
Lordship,  and  to  himself,  is,  in  a  great  measure,  founded  on  the 
necessity  of  conducting  His  Majesty's  Service  in  that  Province  upon 
a  principle  that  the  Posts  can  only  be  considered  as  temporary 
objects,  leading  in  their  evacuation,  to  a  final  arrangement,  which, 
whenever  it  takes  place,  under  what  circumstances,  the  least  possible 
detriment  or  inconvenience  may  be  sustained  by  the  Canadas,  in 
consequence  of  giving  up  the  Posts  in  question.  Having  laid  all 
these  circumstances  fully  before  Your  Lordship,  I,  at  the  same  time, 
confess  that  I  am  well  aware  that  the  present  disunion  of  the 
Indians,  the  progress  of  General  Wayne  towards  Detroit,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Americans  on  Lake  Champlain,  render  the  forebear- 
ing  line  of  conduct,  which  is  to  be  pursued,  the  more  difficult,  as 
it  becomes  the  more  necessary,  which  is  in  a  more  particular  man- 
ner, the  case  at  this  moment,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Jay,  who  is  now  here,  may  lead  to  a  final  termina- 
tion of  all  disputes,  and  a  perfect  good  understanding  between  the 
two  countries.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  important  that,  with 
the  most  pacific  views,  on  the  part  of  the  King's  Government,  every 
possible  provision  should  be  made,  which  His  Majesty's  Service  will 
at  this  moment  admit  of,  against  the  possibility  of  a  contrary  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  America.  I  therefore  take  this  opportunity 
of  informing  Your  Lordship,  that  in  addition  to  the  Fleet  under 
Admiral  Murray  (which  is  on  its  way  to  Halifax,  as  stated  in  the 
letter  to  Your  Lordship,  dated  the  9th  of  May  last)  a  44  gun  ship 
and  a  Frigate  will  sail  from  hence  for  Quebec,  in  the  course  of  this 
summer,  and  remain  during  the  winter  on  that  Station,  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  Canadas,  and  for  aiding  and  assisting  Your  Lord- 
ship's  operations,   if  they   should   ultimately   prove   necessary. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  44  gun  ship  should  go  by  Martinique,  in 
order  to  take  such  Artillery  on  board,  as  might  be  necessary  for 
the  King's  Service  in  the  Canadas,  and  likewise  as  many  of  the 
sick  or  convalescent  Troops  in  the  West  Indies  as  she  can  conven- 
iently accommodate,  and  who  would  immediately  recover  in  the 
Canadas.  A  Transport  may  be  added  to  her  in  aid  of  this  service. 
I  have  also  to  inform  Your  Lordship  that  4000  additional  stand  of 
86 
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arms,  with  a  suitable  proportion  of  Ammunition,  will  be  sent  as 
early  as  possible;  and  I  likewise  hope,  it  may  be  convenient,  in  the 
course  of  the  season,  to  send  you  some  additional  Landed  Force  for 
the   further  security   of   the   Provinces   of   Canada. 

Your  Lordship's  Letters  No.  19  and  20  do  not  require  any  par- 
ticular  answer. 

The  broken  condition  of  the  Indian  Confederacy,  as  stated  in  No. 
21,  and  its  Inclosures,  will  certainly  relieve  General  Wayne  from  any 
material  apprehensions  on  their  account,  at  the  same  time,  it  becomes 
highly  expedient  on  our  part,  both  to  preserve  the  attachment  of 
those  Indians  who  are  within  His  Majesty's  Provinces,  and  to  secure 
their  fidelity,  by  occupying  such  places,  as  may  render  them  most 
dependent  on  His  Majesty's  Government.  This,  in  a  great  degree, 
would  be  effected,  by  occupying  the  several  Places  in  the  Canadas, 
as  proposed  by  Lieut  Govr.  Simcoe.  These  measures  beOome  the 
more  necessary,  as  the  Chippewas,  who,  Lieut  Govr.  Simcoe  observes, 
inhabit  the  Country  to  the  North  of  the  Thames,  are  amongst  those 
invited  to  the  Conference  to  be  held  at  Venango,  as  stated  in  the 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  delivered  by  Gen- 
eral  Chapin. 

I  very  much  approve  of  Your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  frauds 
and  embezzlements  committed  in  the  Indian  Department  at  Michili- 
mackinac,  and  I  trust  that  under  the  active  Superintendence  of  Col- 
onel MoKee,  they  will  be  for  the  future,  entirely  suppressed.  In  the 
meantime,  I  am  of  opinion,  for  the  sake  of  example,  that  the  Attor- 
ney General,  if  sutficient  proof  can  be  obtained  for  that  purpose, 
should  be  directed  to  prosecute  both  Messrs.  Gautier  and  Langlade 
for   the   frauds   committed    by    them. 

The  attention  paid  to  the  person  of  His  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Edward,  by  the  Province  under  Your  Lordships'  command  cannot 
fail   of   being   highy    pleasing   to   His   Majesty. 

I   am,   &c 

Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed:     Drat. 

To  the  Rt.  Honble  Lord  Dorcheater,  Bth  Jaly  1794. 

[  Q  67,  p  175  ] 
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Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Quebec  8th  July  1794. 

"We  are,  thanks  to  thee  Almighty,  still  in  peace  here,  and  I  hope 
we  may  remain  so;  but  the  unfriendly,  nay  hostile  disposition  of  our 
Neighbors,  render  its  continuance  extremely  doubtful.  The  dispo- 
sition of  the  Executive  Government  of  America,  so  far  as  it  is  to  be 
collected  from  their  public  prints,  does  not  manifest  any  seeming 
wish  or  desire  to  depart  from  their  declared  system  of  Neutrality 
But  the  Passions  and  Prejudices  of  the  People  (however  unaccount- 
able it  may  appear),  seem  so  completely  and  generally  roused,  that 
it  appears  to  me  doubtful  indeed,  whether  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  so  feeble  a  government  to  restrain  them  from  hostilities. 
"  By  the  proceedings  in  Congress,  it  appears  that  Privateers  have 
been  actually  fitted  out  at  Charleston,  and  a  Member  of  Congress 
also  states,  that  British  Prizes  have  been  brought  in: — Such  acts 
as  these,  if  Fact,  must  bring  on  a  Rupture.— From  the  Tenor  of 
Lord  Dorchesters'  Talk  with  the  Indians,  and  the  circumstances  of 
Governor  Simcoe's  building  a  Fort  at  the  Falls  of  the  Miami 
River,  I  have  been  induced  to  conceive,  that  Government  must 
have  forseen  a  Rupture  to  be  inevitable.  However  the  Americans- 
seem  to  have  plenty  on  their  hands  with  the  Indians,  who  by  the 
latest  advices  from  Detroit,  are  all  in  combination  against  them 
from  that  place  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and  it  appears,  as  if  Gen- 
eral Wayne  &  his  Army  were  in  a  pitiful  situation.  I  send  you 
herewith  Extracts  from  the  public  prints,  relative  to  Lord  Dor- 
chester's Talk  with  the  Indians,  and  the  correspondence  between  the 
British  Ministers  in  America  and  the  American  Minister,  in  con- 
sequence; as  also.  Two  Speeches  of  Govr.  Adams  of  Boston;  the 
latter,  a  strong  emblem  of  the  disposition  and  character  of  the 
Times  in  that  Country. — These  papers,  if  you  Judge  proper,  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  forward  to  my  Uncle  the  Governor,  with 
my    most  affectionate  and  grateful    Love." 

"  The  Pains  which  have  been  taken  to  corrupt,  to  delude  and 
wean  the  People  of  this  Province  from  their  Loyalty  &  attachment 
to  Government,  and  to  instill  into  their  minds  those  desperate  and 
mischievous  principles  which  have  prevailed  in  another  Country,  have 
had  effect  here,  and  so  openly  have  those  Sentiments  been  made 
manifest,  as  to  cause  a  very  active  exertion  of  the  Government  in 
apprehending  and  imprisoning  several  persons  charged  with  Sedi- 
tious  Practices;  and   the   alarm    has   spread    so   general,   as   to   cause 
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"  a  very  respeotable  association  of  the  People  to  come  forward,  with 
"  a  declared  Resolution,  of  bringing  to  Justice  all  disaffected  Per- 
"  sons,  and   to  support  and   defend    the  government   at   every   risk." 

Endorsed: 

Extract  of  a  Letter,  dated  Qaobec  8th  Jaly  ITM. 

[  Q  57-2,  p  366  ] 


OBSERVATIONS    BY    ISAAC   TODD    AND    SIMON    MC  TAVISH,     MERCHANTS. 

The  Merchants  in  Canada  Trading  to  the  Indian  Country  send 
their  goods  from  Montreal  in  the  spring  of  the  year  to  Detroit, 
Michiliraackinac  &  the  Grand  Portage;  where  they  meet  their  Clerks 
and  Traders,  who  have  wintered  in  the  interior  Country ;  receive 
their  Furs,  &  deliver  to  them  the  British  Goods,  with  which  they 
return   to   winter   again    with   the   Indians. 

Goods  from  this  trade  which  leave  London  in  Spring  1794  are 
sent  to  the  Indian  Country  in  179.5,  and  their  produce  in  Furs 
does  not  come  to  the  above  posts  until  1796  so  that  it  requires  at 
least  Two  years  to  obtain  those  returns  &  get  them  down  to  Montreal. 

Most  of  the  Posts  where  the  Traders  winter  are  within  the  Limits 
claimed  by  the  Americans  (part  of  the  Trade  from  the  Grand  Portage 
excepted)  &  several  of  the  Trading  places  on  the  Mississippi  are  on 
the  Spanish  side  of  that  River,  &  all  the  Lands  in  that  Country  (the 
Forts  and  environs  excepted)  are  the  property  of  the  Indians  & 
ought  in  justice  to  them  to  be  declared  neutral  ground,  for  alike 
for  British  &  American  subjects  to  trade  in,  &  to  pass  the  posts 
of  each  other  without  restriction  or  hindrance,  but  before  giving  up 
the  Posts,  both  countries  ought  to  unite  to  obtain  a  just  and  6: 
proper  Peace  between  the  Americans  &  Indians,  and  each  to  guar- 
antee it  &  declare  their  intention  to  protect  the  subjects  of  the 
other,  who  may  meet  with  injury  from  the  Indians;  For  was  the 
J'osts  to  be  delivered  up,  or  an  intention  of  doing  so  made  known 
previous  to  such  arrangement,  its  probable  the  Indians  thinking  they 
were  to  bo  abandoned  by  the  British,  would  in  resentment,  destroy 
all  the  Traders  in  their  Country,  as  also  the  defenseless  Inhabitants 
in    Upper   Canada. 

On  arranging  matters  with  America,  should  it  be  concluded  to 
cede  to  them  the  Posts  we  now  occupy,  within  the  limits  prescribed 
by    the   Treaty    of    Paris;  it  should  be  held    perfectly    secret   from    the 
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Indians,  until  completely  settled  as  before  mentioned.  And  then  to 
allow  at  least  Three  years  before  delivering  them  up,  for  the  British 
Subjects  to  regulate  their  Trade,  &  withdraw  such  of  their  property 
and  people  as  they  may  deem  necessary  from  the  Indian  Country. 

On  delivering  up  the  Posts,  particularly  that  of  Detroit,  where 
there  is  a  valuable  property  in  Lands  &  Houses,  that  property  it 
is  presumed,  will  be  secured  to  the  present  possessors,  and  as  the 
British  &  American  Posts  &  Settlements  in  several  places,  will  be 
separated  only  by  a  River,  the  navigation  of  which  is  free  to  both, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  the  credit  &  good  government  of  each 
Country  that  some  arrangement  should  be  made  that  the  subjects 
of  either  committing  Felonies  or  Crimes  or  Debtors  shou'd  not  be 
screen 'd    or   protected    by    the   other. 

The  Furs  imported  from  Canada  at  the  average  price  of  the  last 
5  years  amount  to  about  £250,000  all  of  which  are  had  from  the 
Indians  in  exchange  for  British  Manufactured  goods. — of  the  above 
amount  there  is  not  more  than  £100,000  in  value  comes  from  the 
ports  of  Niagara  Detroit  Michilimackinac  &  their  Dependencies  or 
rather  the  Country  ceded  to  America  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  but 
owing  to  some  oversight  or  want  of  knowledge  of  the  Country  Mr. 
Oswald  settling  the  Line  of  Separation  between  the  United  States 
and  us  in  passing  the  falls  of  St.  Marie  at  the  discharge  of  Lake 
Superior,  allowing  them  the  south  side  of  the  River,  precludes  us 
from  entering  the  Lake  if  they  choose  to  prevent  us — as  the  North 
Side  is  not  Navigable  for  such  Craft  as  are  used  in  the  Trade  & 
there  is  no  landing  place.  Likewise  at  the  Grand  Portage  on  Lake 
Superior  (where  we  carry  our  goods  nine  miles  over  a  mountain, 
till  we  fall  into  the  Long  Lake)  it  is  situated  on  the  American  side 
of  the  Line,  about  six  miles  from  the  Water  Communication ;  which 
is  inaccessible  for  a  considerable  distance  on  account  of  Falls  & 
Rapids,  nor  is  it  possible  to  make  a  carrying  place  on  our  Side  of 
the  Line,  the  Mountains  are  so  steep.  It  will  therefore  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  preserve  _  the  N.  W.  Trade  to  this  Country  which 
is  near  £100,000  of  the  exports  in  furs  from  Canada,  that  some 
stipulations  shall  be  made  to  continue  us  in  possession  of  our 
present   establishment   at   St.  Marie   and   the   Grand    Portage. 

Endorsed: 

Obeervations  by   Isaac  Todd  &  Simon  McTavish,  who  are  interested  and  represent  the  principal 
Honsee  carrying  on  ye  Northwest  &  other  Indian  Trade  in  the  Canadas. 

[  Q  57-2,  p  382  ] 
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STATEMEST    CONCERNING    TRADE    AT    DETROIT    AND    OTHER    POSTS. 

The  Produce  in  England  of  Furra  A:  Skins,  imported  from  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  taking  the  Trade  at  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  thousand  pounds  p.  annum  — 
which  Furrs  &c.  are  traded  for  in  different  districts  as  nearly  as  can 
be   ascertained   as   under   vizt — 

The  whole  Country  &  Posts  below  Montreal 30,000 

The  Grand  River,  the  North  side  of  the  Lakes  Ontario,  Huron  «fc  I    39  qOO 
Superior ) 

In  the  CJountry  generally  called  the  North  West* 40,000 

In  the  Countries  to  the  Southward  of  the  Lakes,  The  Trade  of  1 
which  is  principally  brought  to  the  posts  of  Detroit  and  Mich-  ^100,000 
ilimackinac,  there  being  very  little  Indian  Trade  at  Niagara.  J 

As  above £200,000 

Altho'  there  is  no  Indian  Trade  of  consequence  at  Niagara,  that 
post  is  the  Key  of  the  Communication  to  the  principal  Trade  of  the 
Upper  Countries  of  Canada.  It  is  very  uncertain  whether  the  Trade 
to  the  N.  West  can  be  carried  on  otherwise  than  by  the  post  of 
Michilimackinao.  The  Americans'  claim  extends  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  if  admitted  they  command  the  present  communication  from 
Canada  to  all  that  Country  tV:  in  that  case,  they  will  have  also  the 
Trade  as  stated  above  at  £40.000.  The  Trade  last  stated  at  £100,- 
000  is  carried  on  by  Traders  who  go  into  different  districts  as 
under. 

In    the    District   of   the   Garrison    of    Detroit   vizt 

The  Fort  of  Detroit,  Sagana  &  the  South  side  of  Lake  I 

Huron . 1,000  f 

Miamis  k  Wabash  Country _•.     2,000 

Sandusky 400 

Say  3,400  packs  of  ) 
Furrs  estimated  at  X12  each  is - (    40,800 

*  Since  this  entimata  wu  made  ap  in  1790,  The  Trade  t»  the  N.  Weet,  eatimated  thon  at  £10,000,  baa 
ffreatly  incmaaed  <k  in  the  last  two  yean  ia  aappoaed  to  hare  doabled.  The  Traders,  iiroKreaaireljr  peoe- 
trating  farther  into  the  (%>antry.  The  trade  at  the  nearer  poata  oontiQoea  with  little  rariation,  bnt  mast 
decreaae  aa  the  Coantriea  aettle. 


STATEMENT  CONCERNING  TRADE   AT  POSTS.  687 

In  the  District  of  Michilimackinac,  vizt  : 


g  of  The  Grand   River. 


E  iH<; 

OQ  go 

2  ^ 

O  CD 


100 

St.  Josephs 300 

Chegago 100 

Milwaki 120 


La  Bay,  or  Green  Bay,  including  the  upper  ports 
of  the  Mississippi,  the  South  side  of  Lake 
Superior 300 

The  Illinois  Country 600 

Say  3,220  packs  of  )     go,400 


Furrs  estimated  at  X20  each. 


101,200 


This  Computation  exceeds  the  sum  in  the  General  estimate  as  above 
XI,  200.  From  this  short  State  of  the  Indian  Trade,  it  appears  that 
if  the  Country,  &  posts  are  ceded  to  America,  agreeable  to  Treaty, 
■^  of  the  furr  Trade  of  Canada,  will  only  remain  for  certain  to 
Great  Britain.  ^  is  dependent  upon  contingent  circumstances.  The 
remaining  half  will  inevitably  be  lost.  It  is  true,  that  probably  fths 
of  the  Merchandize,  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  Indians,  will  in 
any  event,  be  furnished  by  Great  Britain,  but  the  labour  of  a  great 
number  of  persons,  employed  in  the  Trade  from  Canada,  is  of 
Importance,  as  well  as  the  Trade  with  the  British  Settlers  at  Detroit, 
where,    the   fixt    property,    &   cultivation   is   of   considerable   Value. 

It  is  presumed,  that  America  is  not  well  prepared  to  Garrison 
the  Forts,  to  protect  the  Traders  &  carry  on  the  Trade  with  effect, 
and  that  dissatisfaction,  or  Wars,  with  the  Indian  Nations,  will  be 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  their  being  abandoned  by  the  British 
Troops. 

Endorsed: 

Gommonicatfld  by  Mr.  Inglis  of  Mark  Lane. 

[  Q  57-2,  p  385  ] 
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LETTER    FROM    LORD    UORCIIESTER. 


Extract   from    Lord    Dorchester   of   the    11    July    No    14. 

"  Should  they  (the  subjects  of  the  States)  persevere  in  forming 
"  an  Establishment  on  any  of  the  Lakes  or  near  our  Posts  you  will 
"send  an  intelligent  person  to  made  a  demand  by  what  authority  the 
"  Establishment  is  ordered  &  to  require  them  to  desist  from  such 
"aggressions,  in  case  of  refusal,  a  formal  protest  in  writing  signed 
"by  the  person  you  send,  should  be  left  with  the  Officer  who  oom- 
"mands,  stating  that  the  parties  concerned  in  these  measures  will  be 
"considered  as  violating  the  King's  Rights  in  the  Indian  Country, 
"  &  as  aiming  by  these  acts  to  destroy  the  amity  &  good  under- 
"  standing  which  has  hitherto  subsisted  between  the  King  of  Great 
"  Britain    S:    the    United    States   of   America." 


J.  G.  S. 


Endorsed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe'e  So.  31  of  the  10th  Angt,  1794. 


[  Q  280-2,  p  289  ] 


LETTER   FROM    LT.    GOV.   J.    G.    8IMC0E. 

I  am  commanded  to  declare  that  during  the  Inexeoution  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  &  the  United  States,  &  until 
the  existing  differences  respecting  it,  shall  be  mutually  &  finally 
adjusted.  The  Taking  Possession  of  any  part  of  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, either  for  the  purposes  of  War  or  Sovereignty,  is  held  to  be 
a  direct  violation  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Rights,  as  they  unques- 
tionably existed  before  the  Treaty,  &  has  an  immediate  tendency 
to  interrupt,  &  in  its  progress  to  destroy,  that  good  understanding 
which  has  hitherto  subsisted  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  &  the 
United   States   of   America. 

I   therefore   require   you   to   desist   from    any   such    aggression. 

J.  G.  S. 

Endorsed:    D. 

In  Lt.  (tovr.  Simcoa's  No.  31  of  the  10th  Angt.  1794.        (3) 

[  Q  280-2,  p  290  ] 
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LORD   DORCHESTEB   TO   LIEUT.   GOV.   J.    G.   SIMCOE. 

Quebec,  11th  July  1794. 
Sir, 

I  can  learn  nothing  concerning  the  French  Emigrants  at  Albany, 
nor  of  Mr.  Des  Jardins  who  solicited  your  Permission  to  purchase 
Provisions  in  Upper  Canada  for  a  Settlement  in  that  part  of  the 
Indian  Country  Called  the  Genesee.  I  am  inclined  to  think  some- 
thing insiduous  was  concealed  under  that  application,  as  well  as 
under   the  request   made   by   Mr.    Williamson. 


Notwithstanding  our  speedy  and  full  execution  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  on  the  side  of  the  Atlantic,  it  soon  became  evident  that  the 
States  were  not  disposed  to  comply  with  it,  when  it  bound  them 
to  certain  conditions  which  they  conceived  to  be  contrary  to  their 
Interests;  we  therefore  found  it  necessary  for  our  own  security  to  sus- 
pend that  part  of  it  which  related  to  the  Indian  Country  and  the  Posts 
situated  therein,  where  of  course  the  Kings'  preeminence  (according 
to  the  Laws  &  usages  established  in  such  cases  among  European 
Nations)  remains  precisely  the  same  as  before,  and  will  continue  so 
till  the  complete  execution  of  the  Treaty  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States;  when  no  doubt  proper  orders  will  issue  for 
delivering  over  on  this  side  also,  whatever  they  may  justly  claim 
in  consequence  of  it.  But  those  Gentlemen  urged  on  by  their 
impatience,  and  presuming  on  our  desire  for  Peace,  have  advanced 
to  put  themselves  in  possession  and  now  pretend  to  call  the  Indian 
Country  their  Country;  and  the  Privileges  granted  on  conditions 
which  they  never  performed,  their  undoubted  lights;  and  the  Line 
designated  in  the  Treaty  their  acknowledged  Boundary;  affecting  to 
consider  our  reoccupying  a  Post  at  the  Eapids  of  the  Miamis  as 
War  itself!  Having  nothing  to  support  their  Language  but  Force 
and  their  own  Assertions,  they  want  it  would  seem,  by  oblique 
applications  to  draw  some  of  the  King's  oflScers  into  unguarded 
Acts  or  Expressions  which  they  may  hold  out  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  claims  and  a  justification  of  their  conduct;  it  was  therefore 
with  great  propriety  that  you  refused  the  Requests  made  for  Pro- 
visions  to   forward   such   purposes. 

Should   they    persevere   in    forming    an     Establishment    on    any    of 

the   Lakes,    or  near   any   of   our   Posts,    you   will   send    an    intelligent 
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Person  to  make  a  demand,  by  what  authority  the  Establishment  is 
ordered,  and  to  require  them  to  desist  from  such  aggressions:  In 
case  of  refusal,  a  formal  Protest  in  writing  signed  by  the  Person 
you  send,  should  be  left  with  the  oflBoer  who  commands,  stating  that 
the  Parties  concerned  in  these  measures  will  be  considered  as  vio- 
lating the  King's  Rights  in  the  Indian  Country,  and  as  aiming  by 
these  acts  to  destroy  the  amity  and  good  understanding  which  has 
hitherto  subsisted  between  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United    States   of   America. 

For  further  information  concerning  my  ideas,  and  in  answer  to 
your  desire  to  have  my  orders  on  this  head,  I  must  refer  you  to  my 
Letter  No  1  which  is  all  I  can  say  in  the  present  condition  of  things. 

But  if  after  all  our  forbearance  towards  the  United  States,  the  influ- 
ence of  French  Intrigue  should  draw  them  into  a  war  with  us,  which 
is  more  than  probable,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  the  extent  of  your 
combined  Powers  in  l"j)per  Canada,  and  what  Force  you  may  be  able 
to  assemble  for  your  own  defence  and  preservation,  also  how  far  you. 
may    have   it    in    your   power,  not  only  to   repel,   but  to    retaliate    any 

hostile  attempts. 

I   am    with    regard    Sir 

Y.  M.  O.  H.  S 
Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe.  Dorchester. 

[Q  70,  p  118  J 


FORM  OF  PROTEST  RESPECTING  INDIAN  LANDS. 

Form  of  the  Protest. 

I  am  commanded  to  declare,  that  during  the  inexecution  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and 
until  the  existing  ditferences  respecting  it,  shall  be  mutually  & 
finally  adjusted;  the  taking  possession  of  any  part  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  either  for  the  purposes  of  War  or  Sovereignty,  is  held 
to  be  a  direct  violation  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Rights,  as  they 
unquestionably  existed  before  the  Treaty,  and.  has  an  immediate 
tendency  to  interrupt,  and  in  its  progress  to  destroy,  that  good 
understanding  which  has  hitherto  subsisted  between  His  Britannic 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America.  I  therefore  require  you 
to   desist    from    any   such    aggression. 

Endorsed:     A. 

1q  Lord  Durcheeter'a  No.  61  to  Mr.  Daadas  of  the  lat  Octr.  1791. 

[  Q  70,  p  121  ] 
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LORD   GRENVILLE   TO   MR.   HAMMOND. 
[  No.  14.  ] 

Downing  Street,  IStli  July  1794. 

«IR, 

Your  several  Dispatches  to  No.  26  inclusive  have  been  duly  received 
and   laid   before   the   King. 

The  shortness  of  the  time  which  I  understand  to  be  allowed 
for  the  sailing  of  the  American  Ship  which  carries  this  Dispatch, 
-and  the  uncertainty  of  the  Conveyance,  do  not  allow  me  to  enter 
into  the  particulars  of  what  has  passed  here  since  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Jay,  on  the  subject  of  the  important  commission  with  which 
■he  is  charged.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  the  informing 
you,  that  the  general  language  and  conduct  of  that  gentleman  has 
hitherto  been  satisfactory  to  this  government,  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  Conversation  which  we  have  had  relative  to  the  sup- 
posed intention  of  His  Majesty's  oflScers  in  Canada,  to  establish  a 
Fort  on  the  little  Miamis  River,  the  motives  &  apprehensions,  in 
which  that  measure  may  probably  have  originated,  and  the  conse- 
quences to  which  it  may  have  led,  he  gave  me  the  most  explicit 
assurances,  that  General  Wayne  had  no  orders  which  could  author- 
ize his  attacking  any  of  the  Posts  held  by  His  Majestj  since  the 
Peace;  and  it  was  agreed  between  us,  that,  during  the  present 
negociation,  and  until  the  conclusion  of  it,  all  things  ought  to 
remain  &  be  preserved  in  Statu  quo,  that,  therefore,  both  parties 
should  continue  to  hold  their  Possessions,  and  that  all  encroach- 
ments on  either  side,  should  be  done  away;  that  all  Hostile  Meas- 
ures (if  any  such  should  have  taken  place)  shall  cease  and  that, 
in  case  it  should  unfortunately  have  happened  that  Prisoners  or  Prop- 
erty should  have  been  taken,  the  Prisoners  shall  be  released  and  the 
Property  restored  and  that  both  governments  should  immediately  give 
Orders  &  Instructions  accordingly. 

Orders  to  this  effect  will  accordingly  be  sent  to  Lord  Dorchester 
and  Colonel  Simooe,  by  the  first  direct  conveyance  to  Quebec;  and  I 
inclose  you  a  Duplicate  in  order  that  you  may  forward  it  to  Upper 
Canada. 

I   am    &o. 

Grenville. 
Mr.  Hammond. 

Endorsed: 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Mr.  Hammond,  dated  Downing  Street  15  Jaly  1794. 

[  Q  67.  p  184  ] 
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JOHN   CRAIGIE,   COMM'V   GEN.,   TO   LORD   DORCHESTER. 

Quebec,  19th  July  1794. 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship  having  desired  that  I  should  state  the  several  trans- 
actions and  circumstances  which  have  taken  place  in  regard  to  the 
supplies  of  Flour  received  at  the  Posts  in  Upper  Canada,  for  the 
use  of  His  Majesty's  Troops,  having  reference  to  the  objects  con- 
tained in  a  letter  to  Your  Lordship  from  Mr.  Rose  Secretary  tO' 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  dated 
the   3rd   April    last,    I   beg   leave   to   submit. 

That  in  1786,  not  more  than  two  years  after  the  first  settlement 
of  the  Disbanded  Troops  and  Loyalists  in  those  quarters,  proposals 
were  made  thro'  the  Commanding  Officers  at  Niagara,  Detroit  and 
Kingston,  on  the  part  of  the  settlers,  offering  to  furnish  certain 
quantities  of  Flour  the  produce  of  their  Lands  for  the  use  of  Gov- 
ernment. These  proposals  for  the  advantage  of  the  settlers  in  gen- 
eral,   were   thought   deserving   of    encouragement. 

The  inclosed  copies  of  my  reports  to  Brigadr.  General  Hope  of 
the  15th  August  and  3rd  September  1786  (No  1  and  2)  may  serve 
to  recall  to  mind  the  principles  upon  which  this  object  was  Regu- 
lated   in   the   first   instance. 

It  being  found  that  in  general,  dependence  might  be  placed  on 
these  supplies,  and  Your  Lordship  having  thought  proper  to  sane- 
tion  and  continue  the  receival  of  Flour  the  produce  of  the  new 
Settlements,  so  much  of  the  permanent  stock  which  the  contractors 
were  obliged  to  keep  in  store,  was  dispensed  with,  and  stated 
accordi)i(/ly  in  your  Lordship' s  certificate  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  ever  since  November  1787. 

One  year  of  failure  and  consequent  scarcity  excepted  in  1789,  the 
Flour  has  been  supplied  for  the  posts  in  Upper  Canada  from  the 
settlements   together   with    small    quantities   of   Pease   since   1791. 

Altho'  I  certainly  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  that  no  abuse  or 
partiality  existed  in  the  distribution  of  the  indulgence  granted  by 
government,  I  can  safely  aver  that  no  complaint  was  ever  made, 
or  came  to  ray  knowledge,  excepting  in  regard  to  the  Post  of 
Detroit,  at  which  place  a  new  Regulation  was  made  by  myself  on 
the  spot  in  September  1788,  with  the  concurrence  and  approbation 
of  the  officer  commanding  there,  which  from  Colonel  Simooe's 
Report  appears   to   have  continued  to  the   last  with  the   desired  effect. 

My    letters   to    General    Clarke   of    the    2nd    August    1792    (No   3> 
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referred  to  by  Colonel  Simooe's  report,  and  of  the  27th  October 
same  year  not  cited  (No  4)  will  explain  to  Yonr  Lordship  my  opin- 
ion, that  after  these  periods  the  indulgence  could  no  longer  be  con- 
tinued,   without   being  greatly   liable   to   abuse. 

I  have  had  reason  to  know  that  Colonel  Simcoe,  was  desired  by 
General  Clarke  to  take  such  measures  on  this  subject  as  might  to 
him    appear  necessary   and   proper. 

The  Commissaries  at  Kingston  Niagara  and  Detroit  were  refered 
by  me  to  Colonel  Simcoe  for  Instructions,  in  regard  to  the  receival 
of  Flour  and  Pease  for  the  early  supply  1793;  and  certificates  in 
the  usual  form  signed  by  the  Commissary  and  approved  by  the 
oflBcers  commanding  at  Niagara  and  Detroit  having  been  presented 
to  me,  they  were  not  admitted  untill  sanctioned  by  Colonel  Simcoe 
himself  ,as  will  appear  by  the  inclosed  copies  of  correspondence 
{No  5.)  and  from  which  also  I  trust  Your  Lordship  will  perceive 
there   was   no   want   of   caution    on    my  part   to   guard   against   abuses. 

In  consequence  of  Major  General  Clarke's  directions  on  the  14th 
March  1793  I  acquainted  Colonel  Simcoe  that  "Mr.  Alexander  Davi- 
dson being  appointed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's 
*' Treasury  to  execute  the  business  of  supplying  the  Troops  in  Can- 
"ada  with  Provisions,  by  Commission,  from  the  expiration  of  the 
*' present  contract,  vizt  on  the  17th  instant,  has  named  the  under- 
*' mentioned  persons  to  furnish  such  supplies  of  Flour  and  of  Pease, 
"as  may  be  required  for  His  Majesty's  service  in  Upper  Canada 
"vizt. 

"Mr.    Cartwright   at  Kingston 

"Mr.    R.    Hamilton   at   Niagara 

"Messrs.    Askin   &   D.    Robertson    at   Detroit. 

"And  that  Instructions  are  accordingly  forwarded  by  this  oppor- 
"tunity  to  those  persons  to  furnish  the  whole  quantities  which  may 
"be  required,  excepting  such  part  thereof  as  may  previous  to  the 
"time  when  these  instructions  shall  reach  the  several  posts,  have 
"been  delivered  or  engaged  for  under  Your  Excellency's  sanction, 
"on  the  terms  suggested  in  my  Letter  to  His  Excellency  the 
"Major  General  of  the  27th  October  last,  or,  on  any  other  terms 
"which  Your  Excellency  may  have  deemed  expedient  and  proper." 

The  mode  of  providing  the  supplies  was  from  that  period  no 
longer  under  my  control,  or  subject  to  be  regulated  by  me  in  any 
respect.  Some  complaints  however  having  reached  Major  General 
Clarke,  I  was  desired  to  state  my  opinion  on  the  subject  which  is 
also  inclosed,    copy   No   6. 
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The  means  there  proposed  in  outline  I  still  conceive  to  be  welP 
calculated  for  the  object  in  future,  whatever  Agent  or  Person  may 
be  employed  therein.  In  regard  to  the  past,  as  it  has  been  advanced 
by  Mr.  McGill  in  his  report  "That  Flour  might  have  been  pro- 
"vided  for  government  on  terms  much  lower  than  the  Article  has 
"been   charged." 

I  conceive  justice  to  Government,  or  to  the  parties  concerned, 
requires  that  immediate  enquiry  should  be  made  into  the  whole  of 
these   transactions. 

Your  Lordship  having  further  desired,  that  I  should  state  my 
opinion  on  the  means  of  carrying  into  effect  the  plan  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Treasury  for  providing  the  supplies  for  the  Posts  in 
Upper  Canada,   I  beg  leave  to  submit. 

That  these  Settlements  will,  in  tolerable  years,  furnish  the  quantities 
of  Flour  required,  I  entertain  no  doubt,  together  with  considerable 
proportions  of  Pease  and  Pork  which  will  gradually  increase,  but  upon 
which  no  absolute  dependence  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  placed,  espec- 
ially as  the  quality  of  the  country  cured  Pork  is  not  yet  ascertained 
by  trial;  at  the  same  time  without  due  caution  and  a  well  arranged 
system,  very  serious  inconveniences  might  arise  from  partial  failures 
being  left  unprovided  for. 

The  general  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  MoGill  coincide  nearly 
with  my  own  ideas,  as  stated  in  No  6.  The  details  I  certainly  am 
not  equally  competent  to  judge  of.  I  must  however  observe  that  it 
appears  to  me  that  to  give  full  effect  to  his  benevolent  intentions 
in  the  very  minute  receivals  and  payments,  will  require  additional 
labour  and  attendance,  all  which  must  be  provided  at  the  expence 
of   government. 

Much  will  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  appointment  of  the  Agent 
or   Person   named   to   provide   the   supplies. 

The  Regulations  established  by  your  Lordship  for  the  purchase 
and  payment  of  public  stores,  and  all  other  expenditures  paid  out 
of  the  contingencies  of  the  Army,  may  be  made  to  extend  to 
every  Person  employed  under  Your  Lordship  as  Commander  in 
Chief;  but  if  the  Agent  for  providing  the  supplies  of  provisions  is 
to  act  under  Instructions  from  the  Civil  Governor  or  Lieutenant 
Governor  only,  the  check  and  controul  established  by  the  Regula- 
tions,   I   should   conceive,    would    no    longer   apply. 

In  regard  to  the  propriety  of  similar  measures  being  adopted  in 
Lower  Canada.  There  cannot  exist  a  doubt  that  Lower  Canada  is 
more   to   bo   depended  on    than    Upper   Canada,   for   all   the   (juantities 
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of  Flour  and  Pease  that  may  be  required  for  the  supply  of  His  Maj- 
esty's Troops.  For  Pork  and  Butter  I  do  not  think  dependance  can 
be  placed  at  present,  either  as  to  the  quantity  or  quality.  Consid- 
erable quantities  of  fresh  Beef  may  often  be  provided  on  reason- 
able terms  in  the  winter  season — Rice  must  at  all  times  be  imported. 
I   have   the   honor  to   be 

very   respectfully 

My   Lord 

Your   Lordship's 
Most   obedient 

humble   Servant 

John  Craigie, 

Comr.  Genl, 
His  Excellency  Lord  Dorchester,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed:    B. 

Daplicate  of  a  letter  from  CommiBsary  Geaeral  to  His  Ezcelly  Lord  Dorchester,  dated  at  Qae- 
bec  the  19th  July  1794. 
In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  of  the  19th  Deer.  1794. 
In  Lord  Dorchester's  No.  25  to  Simcoe. 

[  Q  281-1,  p  110  ] 
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Rapids,  25th  July  1794. 

The  informant  after  recollecting  himself  &  being  free  from  the 
apprehensions  he  was  under  yesterday,  further  says,  that  Captain 
Gibson,  Adjutant  Drake,  &  Cornet  Posey  were  wounded  in  the 
attack  at  Fort  Recovery,  that  all  the  Pack  horsemen,  except  7  or 
8,  were  killed,  with  upwards  of  thirty  of  the  Regular  Troops,  a 
great  many  of  whom  were  also  wounded:  That  the  Escort  consisted 
of   150   Infantry   &   50   Cavalry. 

That  General  Wilkinson  left  the  army  some  time  ago  &  is  gone 
to  Kentucky,  &  that  Fort  Jefferson  is  now  commanded  by  Major 
Doyle  of  the  1st  Regt.  He  further  says  that  Wells,  May  and 
Millar  (3  Spies)  were  not  in  the  action,  for  that  2  days  before, 
they  returned  to  Fort  Grenville  from  a  Scout,  &  reported  that  the 
Mountain   Leader   the   Chickasaw   Chief,    was   killed. 

A.  McKee,  S.  I.  A. 

Endorsed: 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe's  No.  29  of  the  5th  Angt.  1794.       (2) 

[  Q  76,  p  16  ] 
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COL.    A.   MC  KEE   TO   LIEUT.    GOV.    J.    G.    6IMC0E. 

Rapids,  26th  July  1794. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  letters  of  the  10th  &  16th  Inst  with  their 
enclosures   reached    me   this   morning. 

The  total  separation  of  the  Indians,  which  I  apprehended  in  my 
last  has  been  prevented  &  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me,  to  be 
able  to  announce  the  prospect  of  their  speedily  re-collecting  them- 
selves, upwards  of  300  of  those  who  live  at  a  distance  stopped 
here  among  whom  are  some  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  their  several 
Nations  who  are  now  sending  messages  to  their  villages,  for  their 
warriors  to  collect  themselves  immediately  and  join  them  at  this 
place.  This  must  necessarily  cause  the  consumtion  of  a  much 
greater  Quantity  of  Provisions  than  has  been  usual,  I  think  it 
proper  therefore  to  apprise  Your  Excellency  thereof,  that  I  may 
receive  your  commands  should  such  issues  be  thought  inexpedient, 
but  without  such  supplies  it  will  be  impossible  either  for  them  or 
me   to   remain    here. 

Several  Parties  of  Indians  are  now  about  the  Forts  which  will 
greatly  interrupt  Mr.  Wayne's  communication.  A  mixed  Band  of 
Ottawas,  Chipawas  and  Putiwatimie's  consisting  of  00  men  marched 
from  this  place  on  the  22d  Inst  and  a  Party  of  Wyandots  are  fol- 
lowing them  this  day.  A  Party  of  Delawares  also  set  off  from  the 
Glaze  on  Horseback  about  the  20th  in  order  to  overtake  an  Ameri- 
can scouting  Party  who  the  evening  before  carried  off  a  Miamis 
Man  from  the  little  Glaze,  I  feel  myself  much  interested  in  the 
Success  of  this  Party,  lest  the  Prisoner  may  be  induced  to  tell  of 
the  separation  of  the  Indians  &  thereby  hasten  the  advance  of  the 
army. 

A  small  Party  of  Chipawas  brought  a  Prisoner  here  two  days  ago 
and  the  Scalps  of  a  Chickasaw  and  a  white  man  the  information 
of    the    Prisoner   is   herewith    enclosed. 

On  the  22d  I  wrote  to  Lieut  Colonel  England  and  informed  him 
ofj^the  disregard  paid  to  Your  Excellency  order  with  regard  to  sell- 
ing Rum  to  the  Indians  and  I  am  persuaded  no  effectual  stop  will 
be  put  to  it  until  a  punishment  is  annexed  to  a  breach  of  the 
order.  I  also  informed  him  in  a  subsequent  letter,  that  the  French 
Traders  at  the  Glaze  are  using  all  their  endeavours  to  prevail  on 
the  Indians  to  quit  that  place  now  become  so  dangerous  and 
troublesome,    and   go   with    them  to  aettle   near  Lake  Michigan  and    to 
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leave  the  defence  of  this  Country  to  those  who  wish  to  stay  in  it 
and  to  their  Father.  Your  Excellency  will  readily  anticipate  the 
iatal  eflfects  which  must  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  nor 
is  it  impossible  that  it  may  be  the  eflfects  of  Intrigues  of  a  more 
dangerous  nature. 

The  most  material  articles  of  the  Indian  supplies  are  not  come  up 
yet  vizt,  Blankets,  Guns,  Rifles,  Ball,  flints,  Knives,  Tobacco  & 
Paint,  so  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  make  a  distribution,  the  two 
last  articles  are  so  necessary  that  I  made  a  requisition  to  Colonel 
England  for  the  purchase  of  some  but  he  writes  me  that  he  does  not 
consider  himself  authorized  to  approve  of  it  and  I  am  now  without 
any  of  these  articles  which  to  an  Indian  is  as  necessary  as  food  and 
as  constantly  called  for  by  them. 

With  regard  to  Great  Britain  having  occupied  a  Post  on  this  River, 
it  has  been  uniform  ever  since  the  1781  and  was  always  considered  as 
a  dependency  of  Detroit — Captain  Pots  of  the  8th  Regiment  built  a 
Fort  at  this  place  in  that  Year  and  the  British  Flag  has  been  fly- 
ing every  year  since  that  period,  during  the  Summer  months  while 
I  was  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  different  nations  of  Indians,  to 
deliver  to   them   the   presents  directed   by   His   Majesty. 

This  Post  was  again  re-occupied  in  1786  by  a  Party  of  the  53d 
Regiment.  But  the  Dependencies  of  Detroit,  on  this  River,  existed 
:from  a  much  earlier  date:  ever  since  the  Peace  of  63  Great  Britain 
has  occupied  a  Post  at  the  Miamis  towns,  often  as  a  garrison  &  some- 
times as  a  Trading  Post,  until  General  Harmar's  invasion  in  1790 
when  the  Indians  moved  to  the  Glaze;  it  then  lost  its  consequence 
as  a  Trading  Post  and  the  Traders  followed  the  Indians  thither. 
The  posesion  of  these  Posts  has  never  been  given  up,  and  at  this 
'day   are    considered   as  the   Dependencies   of   Detroit. 

The  Wabash  Indians  have  again  made  their  appearance  at  this 
Council  fire  and  on  the  14th  Inst,  a  Deputation  from  the  Kicapoes, 
Outatanous  and  Piankishaws,  requested  a  Council  with  the  Chiefs  of 
"the  different  nations,  at  which  they  expressed  their  sorrow  for  having 
listened  to  the  big  Knives  and  beg  of  the  Confederacy  to  take 
Pity  on  them  and  receive  them  again  among  them  as  Brothers. 
They  were  answered  by  Egushawa  in  the  name  of  the  other  nations, 
who  after  strongly  warning  them  against  an  insiduous  enemy  who 
had  already  led  them  from  the  pursuit  of  their  true  Interest,  read- 
mitted them  into  the  Confederacy,  on  condition,  however,  that  they 
88 
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immediately   collect   the   Warriors    and    assemble    them    at    the    Glaza 

as   the   only    proof   of    their    sincerity   which    they    could    now    give. 

The   Kickapoe   chief   expressed   great   satisfaction  &  promised   that   he 

would  go   Home   &   collect   his   people   without   delay. 

I   have   the   honor   to   be 

Your    Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

faithful   Humble  Servt. 

A.  McKee. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Simcoe,  &c.  &c. 

Endorsed : 

In  Lt.  Govr.  Simcoe'e  No.  29  of  the  6th  Aagt.  1791.        (1) 

[  Q  70,  p  11  ] 


LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  HENRY  DUNDAS,  SEC'Y. 

[  No.  42.  ] 

Quebec,  28th  July  1794. 
Sib, 

The  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  have  not  succeeded  in  their 
endeavours  to  persuade  the  Troops  belonging  to  the  United  States 
to  retire  from  Le  Boeuf  near  Presqu'  Isle;  but  they  [A]  obtained 
a  promise  from  them  not  to  advance  &  that  they  would  represent 
the  desire  of  the  Indians  to  their  Governor.  The  Latter  still  insist 
on  the  Boundary  Line  at  first  proposed,  and  the  Commissioners  from 
the  States  continue  to  put  them  off  with  fair  Speeches  and  Profes- 
sions, probably  to  prevent  them  from  joining  the  Western  Indians 
till  they  see  the  success  of  Major  General  Wayne  who  is  daily 
expected  to  come  to  a  decisive  action,  or  to  gain  time  till  their 
Intrigues   have   brought   some   over   &   disunited   the   rest. 

[B]  The  Insinuations  made  in  the  Speech  sent  by  Mr.  Wayne 
"that  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  who  died  last  year  at  the 
Council  held  at  the  Miainis,  had  been  poisoned  by  the  Western 
Indians"  occasioned  great  indignation  in  all  present,  some  of  the 
Warriors   menaced    the   Messenger   for   the   Insult. 
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Mr.  Williamson,  it  is  said,  is  proceeding  at  the  Sodus  with  the 
same  appearance  of  hostility;  that  he  has  contracted  for  the  build- 
ing  a   vessel   of  45   Tons   at   the   big   Sodus. 


I  am   with   great   Respect 

&   Esteem  Sir 

Your  most   obedient 

humble  Servant 

Dorchester^ 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Endorsed:     Qaebec,  28th  July  1794. 

Lord  Dorchester,  R.  8th  Sept.    No.  42. 
Ansd.  Sept.  16.       (Two  Inclosnres.) 


[  Q  68,  p  216  ] 
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Butler,  Gen.  Richard: 

Letter  from,  to  Lieut.  J.  Jeffers 295 

Letter  to: 

From  Lieut.  J.  Jeffers 318 

Gen.  Knox...  180,  211,  225,  -229.  231,  241. 

243,  244,  253,  268,  298.  301, 

307,308,321,328,826 

Capt.  Jacob  Slough 276 

Major  John  Stagg,  Jr...J23S,  244,  298,  827 

George  Washington 201 

28ft 

Butler,  (ten.: 

Alluded  to 283,  290,  304,  329,  389,  378,  874,  67J 

By  Grave,  Capt.: 

Present  at  Indian  council 2>4 
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O. 

CaldweU,  Capt.:  Page 

Alloded  to 49,  50,  51,  528 

Caldwell,  Henry: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Opposes  the  ordinance  on  inland  naviga- 
tion       110 

Caldwell,  Wilit: 

Allnded  to 14 

Caldwell  and  Elliott: 

Contract  for  flonr  with,  alluded  to 31 

Campbell,  Col. : 

Allnded  to 423,  454 

Campbell,  A.: 

Extract  of  a  letter  from 128 

Campbell,  Alexander: 

Witness  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Campbell,  Col.  John: 

Letter  from,  to  Thomas  Aston  Coffin 652 

Letter  to,  from  Thomas  Aston  Coffin 648 

Canada: 

Account  of  posts  in 89 

Capitulation: 

Articles  of 1 

Careaqni: 

Signer  to  Indian  speech 33 

Cartwright,  Mr.: 

AUuded  to 693 

Cats-Eyes : 

Speech  of,  in  Indian  council 566 

Chapin,  Mr. : 

Present  at  Indian  council 509 

Allnded  to... 526 

Chapin,  Gen.: 

Present  at  Indian  council.. 638 

Speech  to  the  Indians 633,  635,  636 

A  t  Indian  council  at  Buff  aloe  Creek 662 

Answer  to  speech  of  Capt.  O'Bale  at  Buf- 

faloe  Creek 685 

At  council  at  Fort  Le  Boeof.. 671 

Speech  of  Capt.  O'Bale  addressed  to 673 

Eeply  of,  to  speech  of  Capt.  O'Bale 674 

Alluded  to.. 530,641.642,654 

Chapin,  Gen.  Israel: 

Present  at  Indian  council 615 

Chew,  Mr. : 

Alluded  to 418,  422 

Chew,  Joseph: 
Letter  to : 

From  Capt.  Joseph  Brant. ...358, 364,  456,  614 

Col.  A.  McKee 477 

Certifies  to  Capt.  Elliott's  information 134 

Clark,  Col.: 

Alluded  to 38 

Clark,  G.,  U.  8.  Commissioner: 

Signer  to  Indian  treaty.. 24 

Clark,  John: 

Witness  to  Indian  deed.. '    29 

Clark,  E.: 

With  Kichard  Butler  issues  a  call  for  a 
general  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Indians.  21, 22 
Clarke,  Major: 

Allnded  to 231,  233 

89 


Clarke,  Maj.  Gen.:  Paee 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  J.  G.  Simcoe 557 

to,  from  Capt.  Joseph  Brant 285 

JohnCraigie 456,  501 

Benj.  Fisher 584 

Col.  A.  Gordon 872.  89S 

Col.  J.  G.  Simcoe 540,  547^ 

568,  575 

Major  John  Smith 247 

Extract  of  a  letter  to,  from  John  Craigie     537, 

58S 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Present   at   conference   with  Indians    at 

Quebec 818 

Member  of  a  council  on  waste  lands  of  the 

crown 342 

Schedule   of   papers   sent    by,    to   Henry 

Dundas 37S 

AUuded  to.... 261,  377,  425,  427,  472,  478,  530,  551. 
584,  613,  679,  692,  693 
Clarke,  Lieut.  Gov. : 

Present  at  meeting  with  Indian  deputies..      319 

Allndedto 517 

Clarke,  Alnred : 

Approval  of  estimates 361 

Clarke,  Lt.  Gov.  Alured : 

Letter  from,  to  Henry  Dundas.... 335,  378,  419, 
423,  455,  581,  538,  589,  586 
Letter  to : 

From  Henry  Dundas 384 

Sir  John  JohLson ...422,  454 

Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe 525 

Clarke,  Isaac  Winslow,  et.  al.: 

Letter  to,  from  William  Robertson.. 121 

Clement,  Capt.  Joseph : 

Sent  under  color  of  business  to  watch  the 

movements  of  the  Americans 258 

Clinton,  Gov.: 

Allndedto 461 

Close,  Major: 

Allndedto 68 

Coffin,  Thomas  Aston: 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  John  Campbell 648 

Letter  to,  from  Col.  John  Campbell 652 

Collins, : 

Guide  to  Wayne's  army 629 

Collins,  Mr.: 

Member  of  land  committee 46 

Collins,  John : 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Member  of  a  council  on  waste  lands  of  the 

crown 342 

Colt.  Mr.; 

Present  at  Indian  council 633 

Alluded  to 641,  642 

Conroy,  Mr. : 

AUuded  to 464 

Constant,  I. : 

AUuded  to 30 

Coon,  Capt.: 

AUuded  to 277 
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Cora  Planter:  Page 

Speech  of 814 

Alladed  to 239,  240,  248.  815,  667,  675 

AUaded  to  as  being  in  the  interest  of  the 

United  States 651 

Corn  Stalk : 

Signer  to  Indian  speech 33 

Council: 

Proceedings  of ,  with  the  six  nations 223 

Proceedings  of  a  general  council  of  Indian 

nations 485 

At  Fort  LeBoeaf 671 

Cow  Killer. 

Speech  of.  in  Indian  conncil 235 

Speech  of 638,  638 

Allndedto 208.468 

Craig,  Major: 

Alladed  to 231 

Craige,  Major: 

Alladed  to 296 

Craigie.  John: 
Letter  from : 

To  Maj.  Gen.  Clarke 458,501 

Lord  Dorchester 692 

Brig.  Gen.  Hope 31 

Extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Major  Gen. 

Clarke 537,538 

Extract  of  letter  from,  to  James  Farqa- 

hareon 536 

Extract   of    a  letter    from,    to    Thomas 

Reynolds 536 

Cran: 

Signer  to  Indian  treaty 24 


Dacree.  Capt.: 

Present  at  Indian coancil 284 

Dalson.  Mathew: 

Famishes  floar  for  the  poet  of  Detroit 504 

Darck.  Col. 

AUnded  to 201,  211.  241,  295,  302 

Darke.  Sarah: 

Alladed  to 875 

Darke,  Mrs.  Sarah: 

Letter  to,  from  \Vm.  Darke 331 

Darke,  Wm.: 

Letter  from : 

To  Mrs.  Sarah  Darke 381 

Col.  John  Morow 883 

Letter  from,  to 833 

Alladed  to 375 

Dartmoath: 

Signer  to  Gen  Sinclair's  commission 4 

David,  ('apt.: 

Alluded  to 35,  37 

Death  of.  alladed  to .      141 

Davison,  Alexander: 

Alluded  to 588,698 

Dease.  Mr.: 

Allade<lto 422 

De  Hartzch*'-.  Mr.: 

Allude<l  to 282 

De  Hartzches: 

Alladed  to 291 


De  Bartzchie:  Page 

Alladed  to 302 

De  Belestre,  Picott6: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade.. 109 

De  Boucherville,  li.  A.: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

De  Couyne: 

AUudeti  to 456 

De  Lanaadiere: 

Member  of  land  committee 48 

De  Lanaadiere.  I'harles: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

DeLery.  J.G.  C: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Delery,  J.  G.  C: 

Member  of  a  coancil  on  waste  lands  of  the 

crown 342 

DeLongaeail,  Joseph: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Denny.  ('.: 

Captain  of  State  troops 672 

De  Peyster.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.: 

Certifies   to   good   character   of  Mathew 

Elliott 7 

Des  Jardins.  Mr.: 

Alladed  to 689 

Detroit,  list  of  vessels  built  at,  July.  1778 4 

Half  the  houses  empty  and  three-fourths 

the  merchants  bankrupt  in  1787 18 

Twelve  thousand  Indians  depending  on..        18 
Peltrys    sent    from,    in    1784,  valued    at 

£100,000 19 

Price  of  flour  at 32 

Journal   of    land  committee   relative  to 

lands  near 44 

Letter  from  Dept.  Surveyor  McNiff,  rela- 
tive  to    the  survey  and  settlement  of 

lands  near 84 

Commanding   officer   at,  warns  the  mer- 
chants at  Detroit  against  plundering  by 

the  Americans 104 

Information  received  at,  relative  to  the 

action  of  the  Indians 132 

Advices     from,     relative   to    actions    in 

Miami's  country 158 

Intelligence  from 159 

Additional  news  from 159 

Opposition  to  the  giving  np  of  the  poet  of, 

by  Montreal  merchants 162 

Statement  of  Major  John  Smith  relative 

to  Indians  near 187 

Lieut,  (iov.  Simcoe  opposed  to  giving  np 

the  post  of 824 

Estimate  of  repairs  at  Fort  Lernoolt 409 

Condition  of  Fort  Lernonlt  at 480 

Estimate  for  repairs  on  fort  at 434 

Estimate  for  erecting  new  bnildlngs  at.  ..      446 

Estimate  for  repairs  on  barracks,  at 583 

Flour  fnrniehed  for  the  poet  of 694 

State  of  the  troops  at,  September,  1798 606 

Should  bo  made  secure  against  Wayne's 

army 642 

Not  defensible  against  Wayne's  artillery..      649 
Respecting  Indians  and  advices  from 883 
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Detroit  and  Michilimackinac:  Page 

Letter  from  Major  Mathews   relative  to 

giving  np  the  posts  of 

Detroit  militia: 

Return  of 248 

Detroit  and  neighborhood: 

Catalogue  of  maps,  etc,  relating  to 43 

Dewental, : 

Alladedto iJ14 

Dewintate: 

Alladedto 218 

Dick, : 

Allnded  to 278 

Disbanded  soldiers: 

List  of,  referred  to  in  report  of  land  com- 
mittee       177 

Dixon,  R.: 

Extract  of  a  letter  from 127 

Dobie  &  Badgley: 

Letter  from,  to  Brickwood,  Prattle  &  Co..      144 

Montreal  merchants 113 

Dorchester,  Lord: 
Letter  from: 

To  Henry  Dnndas 386,  619,  621,  625,  644,  654, 

855,  657,  661,  698 

Col.  A.  Gordon 202,  228 

Lord  GrenviUe.143, 164,  259,  270,  271,  298, 317 

Sir  John  Johnson .39, 178 

Sir  John  Johnson  and   Maj.  John 

Smith 300 

Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe 642,  657,689 

^Extract  of  letter  from 688 

Letter  to: 

•        From  John  Batler 257 

The  commissioners  of  Oyer  and 

Terminer 344 

John  Craigie 692 

Henry  Dondas 679 

GotherMann... 502 

Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe 626,  650,  658, 

659,  660 

Speech  to  the  Indians 309 

Present  at  meeting  with  Indian  deputies..      319 
Observations  on  the  boundary  line  between 

the  States  and  the  Indians 386 

Answer  of,  to  suggestions  of  Capt.  Steven- 
son       578 

Schedule  of  enclosures  to 620 

Alluded  to....44,  46,  48,  51,  58, 55,  62, 117.  301,  304, 

305,  355,  465,  472,  529,  542,  551,  552, 

558,  556,  557,  577,  613,  623,  639,  640, 

648,  652,  668,  667,  670,  683,  691 

Doughty,  Major: 

Alluded  to 223 

Doyle, : 

Alluded  to 241 

Doyle,  Major: 

Commands  at  Fort  Jefferson 695 

Doyle,  Capt.: 

Letter  from,  to  Sir  John  Johnson 428 

Alluded  to 269 

Doyle,  Capt.  Thomas: 

Witness  to  Indian  treaty 24 


Drake,  Adjutant:  Page 

Wounded  at  Fort  Recovery 695 

Druillard,  Piere: 

Alluded  to 26 

Duer,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 196,231,280,294 

Duff,  Major: 

Present  at  Indian  council 234 

Duffaux,  Monsr-: 

Furnishes  flour  for  the  post  of  Detroit 594 

Dafresne,  Aut.: 

Furnishes  flour  for  the  post  of  Detroit 594 

Duke,  Capt.: 

Present  at  Indian  council.. 284 

Duke,  Lieut.: 

Present  at  Indian  council.. 234 

Dundas,  Henry: 
Letter  from : 

To  Lieut  Gov.  A.  Clarke 384 

Lord  Dorchester 679 

Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe 517,  678 

Letter  to: 

From  Lt.  Gov.  Alured  Clarke.. 335,  373,  419, 

423,  455,  531,  583,  539,  586 

Lord   Dorchester.. 386,    619,  621,  625, 

644,  654,  655,  657,  661,  698 

Lieut.  Gov.  J.  G.  8imcoe.324,  377,  381, 

425,  549,  617, 828,  843,  646,  647,  649, 

666,  674 

Schedule  of  papers  transmitted  to 385 

Capt.  Stevenson's  suggestions  submitted 

to,  by  desire  of  Col.  Simcoe 576 

Dundas,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 459,  557 

Dunmore,  Lord: 

Alluded  to 532 

Dunn,  Thomas: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Dupr6,  Le  Cte.: 

Member  of  a  council  on  waste  lands  of  the 
crown 342 

E. 
Edwards,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 179,199 

Edwards,  Col.: 

Alluded  to 291 

Egoucheonai : 

Ottawa  chief ,  alluded  to 59 

Ellicott,  Andrew: 

Alluded  to 671,  672 

Elliot,  Daniel: 

Witness  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Elliott,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 172 

ElUott,  Capt.: 

Alluded  to.. ..14,  49,  58,  243,  248,  277,  278,  381,  401, 

427,  593,  877 
Elliott,  Capt.  Mathew: 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  A.  McKee 108 

Certificates  relative  to  good  character  of..         7 

Signer  to  land  agreement 15 

Information  from,  relative  to  movements 
of  the  American  army 133 
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Elliott,  Capt.  U&thew— Continued :  Page 

Speech  of  the  Shawaneeeand  Delawares  to      421 

Declaration  of 532 

To  be  sent  to  watch  the  proKreea  of  the 

American  army 106 

ElliBon,  Dr.: 

Allndedto 420 

England,  Col.: 

Alloded  to 824,  6U,  659 

England.  Lt.  Col.: 

Allnded  to 586,568,572.642,697 

England,  Lieat.  Col.  Richard: 
Letter  from: 

To  Francis  Le  Maistre .— 427 

Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Bimcoe 627,  632 

Letter  to: 

From  Col.  A.  Mc  Kee 475,  476,  631 

Erskine,  Lieut.  William: 

Present  at  Indiancooncil 234 

Estimate: 

Of  year's  pay  of  ofBcers  and  Eeamen  on 

Lake  Erie,  1788 -.        12 

Of  year's  pay  of  civil  and  naval  depart- 
ment, Detroit.. — 18 

Abstract  of - 359.  860 

Enrphleet,  Robin: 

Allndedto 14 


Farmer's  Brother: 

Speech  of ,  in  Indian  cooncil 234,  249 

Advocating     peace    with    the 

Americans 492 

Allnded  to 207,  208,  469,  549 

Farqnharson,  Mr.: 

Allndedto 537 

Farqaharson,  James: 

Extract  of  letter  to,  from  John  Craigie...      536 

Fergnson,  Major: 

Allnded  to 190,  225,  293,  322 

Field,  Daniel: 

Witness  to  Indian  deed 29 

Finlay,  Hngh; 

Letter  from,  to  Sir  John  Johnson 70 

Chairman  of  land  committee 45, 84 

Signer  to  report  of  land  committee.. 176 

Member  of  a  council  on  waste  lands   of 
the  crown 342 

Finorely,  Major  .William: 

Witness  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Fish  (Carrier: 

8i)eech  of.  to  Col,  Gordon 2:U 

Sr>eech  of ,  at  Indian  cooncil 249 

Speech  of 367 

Alluded  to 208 

Fisher,  ('apt.: 

Estimate  by,  for  rei>airs  at  Detroit 441 

Estimate  by,  for  repairs  at  Michilimack- 
inac 438 

Fisher,  iienj.: 

Letter  from  to  Major  Gen.  A.  Clarke 534 

Makes  eetimatee  for  repairs  on  barracks 
at  I>etroit 584 


Ford,  Henry:  Pag©^ 

Master 6 

Forsytli  &.  Co.: 

Allndedto 536,587 

Forsyth,  Richardson  &  Co.; 

Montreal  merchants 113,  409 

Fort  Harmer: 

Abstract  of  a  treaty  at 41 

Treaty  of.  allnded  to 582 

Fort  Jefferson: 

Commanded  by  Major  Doyle 695 

Fort  Lernonlt: 

Estimate  of  repairs  at 409- 

Fort  Mcintosh: 

Treaty  of ,  allnded  to 582 

Fort  Pitt: 

Schedule  of  troops  marched  for... 242 

Fort  Stanwix: 

Treaty  of ,  alloded  to 58^ 

Foy.  Mr. 

Allnded  to 459 

Franklin,  B.: 

Signer  to  treaty  of  peace 11 

Eraser.  John: 

Member  of  a  council  on  waste  lands  of  the 

crown 342 

Fry,  Dept.  Survey: 

Allnded  to 51 

(jaither.  Major: 

Allnded  to 293 

Gamelin,  Antoine: 

Allnded  to 221 

Gamelin,  Paul: 

Alloded  to 221 

Gantier  &  Langlade: 

Allndedto 882 

Geneway,  Louis,  et  al.: 

Letter  to,  from  William  Robertson 121 

Georgetown: 

Laying  out  of  district 881 

Georgia  Gazette: 

Extract  from  act  of  February  10, 1787 92 

Gibson, : 

Allnded  to 347 

Gibson,  Capt.: 

Wounded  at  Fort  Recovery 695 

Gibson,  ('ol.: 

Allndedto 230.242,295,802,307 

Gibson,  Gen.: 

Alluded  to 671 

Gibson,  John: 

Allnded  to 5«2 

Qilber,  Mr: 

Allnded  to 26- 

GiUispie,  Lient.: 

Present  at  Indian  council 234 

Uirty.  Simon: 

Letter  from,  to  Capt.  Alex  Mc  Kee 34 

Col.  A.  McKee 329 

A  staunch  friend  to  the  British 87 

Information  of,  relative  to  the  American 
army '3ft 

Alluded  to ",  278,  478 
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"Givene,  Mr.:  Page 

AUadedto 384,  423,  516 

Givens,  Lieut.: 

To  accompany  the  U.  S.  commiesionerB  at 

treaty 546 

Alluded  to 555 

'Glasgow,  Capt.: 

Present  at  an  Indian  council 560 

Godfroy,  Mr.: 

Information  from,  respecting  the  action 

of  the  Indians 132 

AUndedto 106, 107 

■Godfroy,  Jacques: 

Goods  of,  destroyed 273 

Goldthwait,  Col.: 

Talk  with  Indians 2 

Gordon, : 

Alluded  to  as  Mr.  Washington's  partizan..     460 
■Gordon,  Col. : 

Present  at  Indian  council 234,  236 

Present  at  private  council  with  the  Five 

Nations-. 867 

Alluded  to 212,  258,529 

•Gordon,  Col.  A.: 
Letter  from : 

To  Capt.  Joseph  Brant 256,  885 

Major  Gen.  Clarke 898 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  Clarke 372 

Francis  Le  Maistre 232,  399,  401 

Major  John  Smith 880 

: 419 

Letter  to: 

From  Capt.  Joseph  Brfint 416 

John  Butler 233 

Major  John  Butler 396 

Lord  Dorchester 202.  228 

"Graham,  James: 

Lieut,  and  commander 6 

Grand  Portage: 

Distance  from  Quebec  to 42 

Grant,  Alex.: 

Master  and  commander 8 

Member  of  land  committee 45,  84 

Member  of  a  committee  of  council 556 

Alluded  to , 54 

Grant,  William: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade ,. 109 

Signs  a  report  of  the  committee  on  trade 

with  the  western  country 181 

Member  of  a  council  on  waste  lands  of  the 

crown.. 842 

Grasson,  Dr.: 

AUudedto 293 

<jregg,  William: 

Death  of ,  alluded  to 277 

Green,  Lieut.: 

Present  at  Indian  council 234 

Grenville,  Lord: 
Letter  from: 

To  Mr.  Hammond 691 

Letter  to; 

From  John  Brickwood 171 

Lord  Dorchester.. 143,    164,   259,    270, 
271,  298,  317 


Grenville,  Lioid— Continued :  Page 

Memorandum  from 90,91 

Alluded  to 887,  423,  459,  480,  464,  479,  528 

Grey.Lt.: 

Present  at  Indian  council... 509 

H. 

Haldimand,  Gen.: 

Alluded  to 19,  50, 54.  91, 122,  353,  600 

Half  King; 

Signer  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Halffy,  J.: 

Surgeon 6 

Halftown,  Capt. : 

AUudedto 288 

Hamilton,  Mr. : 

AUudedto 460,  461,  527,  528,  582 

Converses  on  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 

western  country 167 

HamUton,  Lt.  Gov. : 

AUudedto 18 

Hamilton,  Gov.: 

AUudedto 137 

Hamilton,  Alexander: 

Letter  from,  to  George  Hammond 519 

Hamilton,  Henry: 

Certifies  to  good  character  of   Mathew 

Elliott 7 

Hamilton,  B.: 

Extract  of  a  letter  from .126, 127, 128, 129 

AUndedto 698 

Hammond,  Mr.: 

Letter  to,  from  Lord  Grenville — 691 

Alluded  to..377,  384,  422,  423,  424,  426,  459,  460, 

461,  465,  525,  526,  532,  533,  574,  577,  579,  621, 

645,  646,  650,  670 

Hammond,  George: 
Letter  to: 

From  Alexander  HamUton 519 

Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe..478,  516,  520, 
529,  599,  607 
Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe  and  Col. 

A.  McKee 426 

Hamtramck,  Major: 

AUuded  to 329 

Hanon,  Capt. : 

Alluded  to 468 

Harden,  Col.  John: 

Letter  to,  from  Brig.  Gen.  James  WUkin- 

Bon 414 

AUudedto - 427 

Harmar,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 165, 172 

Harmar,  Gen.: 

AUudedto _ 168,170,223,283,602 

Harrison,  Edward: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Member  of  a  council  on  waste  lands  of  the 

crown 342 

Harrow,  Alex.: 

Lieut,  and  commander 6 

Hartley,  David: 

Signer  to  treaty  of  peace H 
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Uawkawepitatby:  Page 

Signer  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Hazel,  Agnee: 

Party  to  a  land  deed 15 

Hazel,  Edward: 

Signer  to  land  agreement 16 

Hay,  Lt.Gov.: 

AUaded  to 50,  51,  54,  853 

Hay,  Henry: 

Petitions  for  5,000  acree  of  land 557 

Heart,  Mejor: 

Allndedto 294 

Hendrick,  Capt.: 

Queries  by,  answered  by  Timothy  Picker- 
ing..       274 

Allndedto 289,297,305,374 

Hicks,  Jadith: 

Party  to  a  land  deed 15 

Hodgdon,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 232,  254,  304,  322 

Hodgdon,  Samnel: 

Allnded  to 198 

Holland,  Jn.  Fdk.: 

Letter  from,  to  Lt  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe 498 

Holland.  Samnel: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Member  of  a  council  on  waste  lands  of  the 

crown .- 342 

Hope,  Brig.  Gen.: 

Letter  to,  from  J.  Craigie 31 

Allndedto 123,692 

Hondin,  Capt.  Michael  G.: 

Allndedto 182 

Howell,  Joseph: 

Allnded  to 183 

Hnghee,  Capt.: 

Allnded  to 390,  529,  530,  531,  547 

I. 

Indians: 

Letter  to,  from  Gen.  Wayne _ 629 

Col.  Goldthwait's  talk  with 2 

Mode  of  making  presents  to,  defective 18 

Treaty  with,  at  the  Big  Miamis 22 

Speech  of  Peteasnva 24 

Message  from  the  Bhawanese.. 25 

Intelligence  from  two  Hnron  chiefs 27 

Letter  from  Major  John  Smith  relative  to 

their  action 107 

An  act  of  congress  to  regulate  trade  and 

intercourse  with 149 

Explanation  to,  of  an  act  of  Congress  to 

regulate    trade    and    intercourse    with 

them 152 

Council  at  Niagara  relative  to  the   war 

between  the  Duited  States  and  western 

Indians 206 

Proceedings  of  a  meeting  with  the  Six 

Nations 249 

Speech  to  Col.  Pickering 279 

Speech  to,  by  Lord  Dorchoster 309 

Speech  of  the  Corn  Planter 314 

Conference  with  Qnebec 818 


Indians— Con/iJiu«d.'                                              Page- 
Meeting  with  the  Indian  Deputies 319' 

Proceedings  of  a  private  council  with  the 

Five  Nations 367 

List  of  chiefs  invited  to  Philadelphia 872 

Speech  of  Kayondanayen 397 

Message  from  the  chiefs  at  the  Glaize. 401 

Speech  of  the  Shawanese  and  Delawaree  to 

Capt.  Mathew  Elliott 421 

Proceedings  of  a  general  council  of  Indian 

nations.. 483 

Speech  of  Lient.  Gov.  Simcoe  to  the 499 

Letter  ree[>ecting  the  Western 520 

Simcoe's  answer  to  the  speech  of  the  Six 

Nations  at  Bnffaloe  Creek 523 

Tribes  attending  an  Indian  council' 567 

Reply  of,  to  the  United  States  Commis- 
sioners   579,587 

Informed  by  U.  S.  Commissioners   that 

negotiations  are  at  an  end 592 

Speech  of  Capt.  Johnny 597 

Council  at  Bnffaloe  Creek 616 

Speech  of  Joseph  Brant  at  Bnffalo  Creek.  615 

Divisions  among,  alluded  to 650 

Speech  of,  to  Lient.  Gov.  Simcoe 65ft 

Indian  council: 

Proceedings  of,  at  Niagara,  May,  24,  1791..  234 

Bnffaloe  Creek 509 

683 

At  Bnffaloe  Creek 862 

Indian  council  at  Miamis: 

Qnostions    addressed   to   0.  S.    Commis- 
sioner    570 

Indian  council  at  Niagara: 

Account  of,  from  Upper  Canada  Gazette. 

July  11,  1793 569 

Indian  deed: 

Of  Bois  Blanc  Island  and  other  land  on 

Detroit  river 27 

Indian  lands: 

Form  of  protest  re8i)ecting 690 

Indian  papers: 

Schedule  of 482 

Indian  speech: 

Addressed  to  Alex  McKee 5 

At  St.  Joseph's,  1786 33 

Indian  speeches: 

Farmer's  Brother  advocating  peace  with 
the  Americans 492 

Messquakinoe  advocating   a  prosecution 

of  the  war - - 493 

Indians  at  war  with  the  United  Stat«8: 

.Speech  of  Gen.  Knox  to 394 

Si»ccch  of  James  Wilkinson  to Wl 

Inglis,  John: 

Letter  from,  to  Mark  Lane 92 

Ironside,  Geo.: 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  A.  MoKee 876 

Isle  PhiUippeauz: 

Situation  of,  not  satisfactorily  ascertained     508 
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Jay,  Mr. :  Page 

Alladed  to 678,  6S1,  691 

Jay,  John: 

Signer  to  treaty  of  peace 11 

Jeffers,  Lieat.: 

AUndedto • 276,804 

Jeffers,  Lieut.  J.: 

Letter  from,  to  Maj.  Gen.  Richard  Batler.      313 
Letter  to,  from  Major  Gen.  Richard  Batler      295 
Jefferson,  Mr.: 

AUuded  to 460,  462,  521,  527,  675 

John,  Capt. : 

AUnded  to 468 

Johnson,  Sir  John: 

Letter  from,  to  Lt.  Gov.  Alured  Clarke.  422,  454 
Extract  of  a  letter  from,  relative  to  Indians 

near  Detroit 162 

Letter  to: 

From  Capt.  Joseph  Brant 141,  247,  270 

Lt.  Col.  Batler 212 

Lord  Dorchester 39, 173 

Capt.  Doyle 428 

Hagh  Finlay,  chairman  of  land 

committee 70 

Col.  A.  McKee 106, 140,  200,  213,  262, 

274,  330,  335,  385,  380 
Merchants  trading  at  Detroit.. .      305 

Henry  Motz 226,  228,  301 

Present  at  Conference  with   Indians   at 

Quebec 818 

Present  at  meeting  with  Indian  Deputies.      319 

Commission  to 327 

AUuded  to 18,  49,  54,  56,  59,  61,  78,  282,  294, 

302,  304,  356, 381,  424,  456,  474,  475 
Johnson,  Sir  John,  and  Major  John  Smith: 

Letter  to,  from  Lord  Dorchester .      300 

Johnson,  William: 

Interpreter  at  Indian  council 228 

Present  at  a  private  council  with  the  Five 

Nations 367 

Interpreter 898 

Journal  of,  proceeding  from  Niagara  to 

the  westward 468 

Present  at  Indian  council 509 

At  council  at  FortLeBoeuf.. 671 

Johnson,  Sir  William: 

Alluded  to 249,  311,  474,  500,  521, 

527,  530,  553,  608,  641 
Johnston,  Mr.: 

Interpreter  at  Indian  council 662 

Jones,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 371 

Jones,  Horatio: 

Interpreter  at  Indian  conncil 662 

Journal: 
Of  happenings  at  the  Miami's  and  Glaize...     220 

Copy  of,  dated  Detroit,  June  8, 1791 251 

Of  William  Johnson,    proceeding    from 

Niagara  westward 468 

Journal  of  land  committee  :> 

Relative  to  land  s  near  Detroit 44 


K. 
Kayondanayen:  Page 

Speech  of 397 

Eenzie: 

Alluded  to 106 

Kerr,  David: 
Present  at  a  private  council  with  the  Five 

Nations.,.. 367 

Keyser,  Jacob: 

Alluded  to 322 

Kingewano: 

Signer  to  Indian  deed 29 

Kirkland,  Rev.  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 198 

Kirkland.  Samuel: 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  Joseph  Brant 361,  364 

Alladed  to 379 

Knox,  Gen.: 

Letter  from ,  to  Capt,  Joseph  Brant 879 

Gen.  Richard  Batler.180,  211,  225, 

229,  231,  241,  243,  244,  253,  268, 

298,  801,  307,  308,  321,  323,  326 

Gen.  A.  St.  Clair 283,  890,  292 

302,  322 

Capt.  Alexander  Trueman.      390 

Instructions  from,  to  Col.  Thomas  Proctor      180 

Speech  of,  to  the  Indians 183, 185 

Instructions  given  by,  for  the  protection 

of  the  frontier 186 

Extract  from  his  inetructions  to  Gen.  St. 

Clair 197 

Speech  of,  to  the  Indians  at  war  with  the 

United  States 394 

Speech  of,  to  the  allied  Indians 518 

Alladed  to 368,  373,  898,  417,  424,  427,  462,  474, 

526,  647,  649 

L. 

Lacelle, : 

AUuded  to 106 

LaChapelle, : 

Alluded  to 222 

Lafontaine,  Mr, : 

Alladed  to 376 

La  Fourche: 

AUuded  to 428 

La  Motte: 

AUuded  to 568 

LaMotte,  Capt.: 

Alluded  to 472 

Land  Committee: 

Journal  of 44 

Journal  of,  relative  to  lands  near  Detroit.       44 

Report  of,  relative  to  the  settlement  of 
disbanded  soldiers  at  the  mouth,  of  the 
Detroit  river 174 

Report  of 34ft 

Lane,  Mark: 

Letter  to,  from  John  Inglis. 92 

Laugh  ton,  John: 

Storekeeper —         6 
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Lear,  Tobiaa:  Page 

Letter  from,  to  Major  John  Stagg,  jr 297 

AUaded  to 374 

LeCte  Dapie: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Legrae.s,  Monsr.: 

AUaded  to 80,  83 

Leisberger,  David: 

Letter  from,  to  Ck)l.  A.  McKee 199 

Leith,  Geo.  &  Co.: 

Letter  to,  from  Maj.  Jolin  Smith 875 

Le  Maistre,  Capt.: 

AUaded  to. 537,  540,  575 

Le  Maietre,  Francis: 

Letter  to: 

From  Lt.  Col.  Richard  England 427 

Col.  A.  Gordon 282,  399,  401 

Le  Maistre.  Capt.  Francie: 

Letter  to,  from  Major  John  Smith..  .107, 139, 140 

Lincoln,  Gen.: 

Attends  an  Indian  coancil  561 

Lincoln,  B.: 

One  of  the  United  Statee  commissioners  ..      585 

Littlebales,  Major: 

Present  at  an  Indian  council 509,  560,  633 

Speech  to  the  Indians 636,  638 

Alluded  to..423,  518,  525,  537,  547,  579.  646,  650,  677 

Loger,  Col.: 

Commands    the    Americans   against     the 

Shawanese 37 

Lord,  Samuel: 

Alluded  to 288 

Lorimier,  Mr. : 

Alluded  to 568,648 

Lusberger,  David: 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  A.  McKee 179 

M. 

Jlabttne,  Adam: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Member  of  a  coancil  on  waste  lands  of  the 
crown 842 

Mc('omb,  .\lex.: 

Letter  from,  to  Capt.  Henry  Bird 16 

Macomb.  Alex,  and  William: 

Alluded  to : 16 

Macomb,  William: 

Converses  on    the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
western  coantry 167 

Alluded  to 74,82 

McCormick,  Alex; 

WitnesH  to  signature  of  Agnes  Hazol  and 

Judith  Hicks 15 

McC<ortiiick,  Charles: 

Allade<ito 14 

McCadding,  Bamaby: 

Witnees  to  land  deed 15 

Witneaa  to  land  agreement 16 

McDonell,  Lieut.: 

Alluded  to 427 


McDonnell,  Ens.  Nathan:  Page 

Witness  to  Indian  treaty 24 

MoGiU,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 694 

McGill,  John  and  Andrew: 

Montreal  merchants. ■. 113 

McGillin,  R.: 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  A.  McKee 26 

McGregor,  Qregor: 

Report  of  committee  on  claim  of 843 

McKay,  Norman: 

Master 6 

McKee,  Mr.: 

Indian  speech  addressed  to 33 

Alluded  to 856,419 

McKee,  Alex.: 

Letter  from,  explaining  the  purchase  of 
land  from  the  Indians  by  the  Crown 65 

Speech  of  Indian  chiefs  to 5 

Signer  to  land  agreement 15 

AUnded  to....  14,  27,  47,  49,  52,  53,  54,  59,  73,  78,  81 
McKee,  Capt.  Alex.: 

Letter  to,  from  Simon  Girty 34 

McKee,  Col.: 

Complaints  against,  from  Capt.  Brant 624 

Alluded  to.  133,  422,  454,  456,  459,  48^!,  469,  470,  471. 
472,  479,  520,  521,  527,  5kS,  569,  574,  593,  802,  604, 
b07,  608,  610,  626,  627,  628,  832.  647,  650,  651,  655, 

666.682 
McKee,  Col.  A.: 
Letter  from: 

To  Capt.  Joseph  Brant 478 

Joseph  Chew 477 

Col.  R.  England 475,  476,  631 

Sir  John  Johnson...  106, 140,  200,  213,  262, 
274,  330,  335,  365,  380 

Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe 466,  528,  558,  559, 

572,  595,  695,  696 

Major  John  Smith 243,  246,  285 

280 

Letter  to: 

From  C'apt.  Joseph  Brant 417 

Capt.  Mathew  Elliott 108 

Simon  Girty 829 

Geo.  Ironside 876 

David  Leisberger 199 

David  Lusberger 179 

U.  McGillin 26 

(ieo.  Sliarp 105 

Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe 472.  522 

281,273 

Alluded  to 108,  277,  884 

McKee,  Thomas: 

Alluded  to 1* 

McLean,  (ien: 

Alluded  t<i 600 

McMath,  Lieut.: 

AUudwi  to 882 

McNifT,  Mr.: 

Allade<i  to 50.849,356 

McNifT,  Dept.  Surveyor: 

Letter  from,  relative  to  the  survey  and 

settlement  of  lands  near  Detroit 84 

Allodedto 57.58.6i,7» 
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McQaarry,  Donald:  Page 

let  Lieut —         6 

McTavish,  Frobieher  &  Go. : 

Montreal  merchants 113,  409 

Malhoaee: 

An  int«rpreter 283 

^ann,  Gother: 

Letter  from,  to  Lord  Dorchester 502 

Mann,  Capt.: 

Alladed  to 388,  485,  481,  542 

Map: 

Of  Upper  Canada  and  Michigan.. 383 

Of  land  between  York  and  Lake  Huron 617 

Of  Gen.  Wayne's  Route 667 

Of  Bass  Islands  and  part  of  Miamis  river     668 
Marshall,  Col.: 

AUuded  to •. 282 

-Mathews,  Major: 

Alluded  to 49,  51,  54,  68,  91,  352,  353 

Mathews,  Major  R. : 

Letter  from,  relative  to  giving  up  the  posts 
of  Detroit  and  Michilimackinac 94 

Certifies   to   good   character   of    Mathew 

Elliott 7 

May, : 

A  spy,  alluded  to 695 

May,  William: 

Declaration  of 420 

Mead,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 313 

Meigs,  Mr.: 

AUuded  to 108,214 

"Memorial: 

Of  Montreal  merchants.. Ill,  338 

Of  Montreal  merchants  respecting  trade 

and  holding  the  upper  posts 402 

Mentyes,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to... 194 

Merchants  trading  at  Detroit: 

Letter  from,  to  Sir  John  Johnson 305 

Messquakenoe: 

Speech  of,  advocating  a  prosecution  of 

the  war .  493 

Miamis  river: 

Plan  to  prevent  Gen.  Wayne's  passage  of..     658 
Miamis  town: 

Intelligence  of  the  burning  of 107 

Schedule  of  inclosures  relative  to  actions 

at 166 

'Michilimackinac : 

Description  of  the  fort  at 428 

Estimate  for  repairs  on  fort  at 433 

State  of  the  troops  at,  September,  1793  ...      607 

Defalcation  of  superintendent  at 666 

Military  commands: 

Divided  into  four  districts 539 

Millar, : 

A  spy,  alluded  to 695 

Miller,  Joseph: 

Alluded  to 322 

-Misquecawpowee : 

Signer  to  Indian  deed 29 

-Missingone: 

Signer  to  Indian  speech 33 

90 


Montfort:  Page 

Alluded  to 293 

Montfort,  Capt.: 

Alluded  to 282 

Montgomery,  John: 

Witness  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Montigui,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 650 

Montreal: 

Capitulation  between  Gen,  Amherst  and 

Vaudreuil 2 

Montreal  merchants: 

Memorial  of Ill,  338 

Memorial  and  petition  of,  in  opposition 
to  the  giving  up  of  the  poet  of  Detroit..      162 

Memorial  of,  respecting  trade  and  holding 

the  upper  posts  of 402 

Moore,  Hugh: 

Alluded  to 509 

Morgan,  Lieut.  Rawleigh: 

Alluded  to 333 

Morow,  Col.  John: 

Letter  to,  fron  Wm.  Darke 333 

Morris,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to... 626 

Motz,  Secretary: 

Letter  of,  to  chairman  of  land  committee       45 

Alluded  to 46,  48.  53,  54,  57,  60,  352 

Motz,  Henry: 

Letter  from : 

To  Lieut.  Col.  Beckwith 171, 172 

Sir  John  Johnson 226,  228,  301 

Letter  to,  from 272 

Present  at  meeting  with  Indian  Deputies.     319 

AUuded  to 116 

Muhlenberg,  Frederick  Augustus: 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives..      151 
MuUunthy: 

Signer  to  Indian  Treaty 24 

Munro  &  Bell: 

AUnded  to 538 

Munroe,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 863 

Murray,  Major: 

Officer  at  Detroit 99 

AUuded  to 56,  57,  349 

Murray,  Admiral: 

AUnded  to 681 

Mnsquathconouth : 

Signer  to  Indian  Treaty 24 

N. 
Nayquoscan: 

Signer  to  Indian  deed 29 

Negushway: 

Principal  chief  of  the  Ottawas 215 

Nepeau,  Lean: 

Letter  to,  from 17 

Nesbitt,  Thomas: 

Secretary  of  council  at  Fort  La  Boauf 672 

Newman,  Capt.: 

AUnded  to 294,  298,  801,  303,  307,  322,  326 

Niagara: 

Indian  conncU  at.  May  24. 1791 234 
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Nicbiniaeieye:  Pa«;e 

Signer  to  Indian  Treaty 24 

Nicholson,  Joseph : 

AUnded  to 2»5,  296 

Nihipawa: 

Signer  to  Indian  Treaty 24 

Niqnelon: 

Signer  to  Indian  deed 29 

Niqnshaway: 

Alluded  to 214 


O'Bale,  Capt.: 

Speaker  at  Indian  conncil,  Baffaloe  Creek     662 

Addressee  a  speech  to  Qen.  Washington  ..      672 

Reply  of  Gen.  Chapin  to  speech  of 674 

O'Bale. : 

Alladedto 207,212,853 

O'Beale,  A  Seneca  Chief: 

Alluded  to :...  367,  400 

O'Beal  the  Corn  Planter: 

Alluded  to 548,  549 

O'Falton,  Dr.: 

Alluded  to 192 

Ogden  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 628 

Ogilvie,  Maj.  Uen.: 

Alluded  to .-      645 

Ordinance: 

Extract  from  an 40 

Ordnance  and  Military  Stores: 

Heturn  of 264 

Osgoode,  Wm.: 

Chairman  of  a  committee  of  council 556 

Member  of  aconncil 661 

Oswald,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 685 

Oyer  and  Terminer: 

Letter  from  the  commissioners  of,  to  Lord 
Dorchester 342 


Parish,  Mr.: 

Present  at  Indian  council 509 

Interpreter  for  Indian  council 683 

Alluded  to 642 

Park.  Mr.: 

Letter  from,  to 29 

Parsons,  Samuel  H.,  U.  S.  Commissioner: 

Signer  of  Indian  treaty 24 

Pat«rBon,  Major: 

Alluded  to 287 

Panlett,  W.: 

Signature 16 

Peltries: 

Abetrnct  of,  from  N-  West  and  Mackinac 

and  doi>endenciea 95 

Peon.  William: 

Alluded  to 588 

Pet«asnva: 

Speech  of 24 

Peter,  Capt.: 

Alluded  to 277 

Phelon,  ('apt.: 

Alluded  to 288.290.  298,  301,  807 


Phelps,  Mr.:  Page 

AUuded  to 863 

Phillips,  Jacob: 

Alluded  to 277 

Phyn,  Ellice  &  Co.: 

Montreal  merchants 118 

Phyn,  Ellice  &  Inglis: 

Alluded  to 16 

Pickering,  Col. : 

Attends  an  Indian  council 561 

Reply  to  Capt.  Brant  in  Indian  council...      562 

Alluded  to 235,  256,  269,  282,  291,  297,  302,  304, 

362,  864,  365,  867,  868,  369,  375.  879,  541,  552,  640 
Pickering,  Timothy: 

Speeches  to  the  Six  Nations 145, 148.  154, 156 

Explanation  to  the  Indians,  the  act  of  con- 
gress to  r^ulate  trade  and  intercourse 

with  them 152 

Speech  to  the  Six  Nations 287 

Queries  by  Capt.  Hendrick  answered  by...      274 

Speech  of,  to  the  Five  Nations 370 

One  of  the  United  States  commissioners..       585 
Pickering,  Col.  T,: 

Indian  speech,  delivered  to.. 279 

Pickering,  ('ol.  Timothy: 

Extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Sec'y  of  War ...      289 
Pike,  Capt.: 

AUnded  to: 230 

Pilkington,  Lieut.: 

Estimate  by,  for  repairs  at  Detroit 434 

Estimate  by,  for  erecting  new  buildings  at 

Detroit "6 

Alluded  to 649 

Pipe,  (Japt.: 

Signer  to  Indian  treaty. 24 

Alluded  to 179,209 

Pitt,  Mr. 

Alluded  to «8 

Piatt.  Lieut.: 

AUuded  to 225 

Pondiac: 

Signer  to  Indian  deed 28 

Posey.  Cornet: 

Wounded  at  Fort  Recovery 695 

Posts  on  the  lake: 

Lieut,  (iov.  Simcoe's  observations  on  giv- 
ing up  the 824 

Pots,  Capt.: 

AUuded  to 697 

Powell,  William  Dnmmer; 

One  of    the  commissioners  of   Oyer  and 

Terminer **♦ 

PoweU.  Wm.  D.: 

Alluded  to M 

Powell,  Wm.  Dummer,  et  al. 

Letter  to,  from  William  Robertson 121 

Pownall,  (George: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Pratt,  Capt.: 

Alluded  to 225,28* 

Price. : 

AUuded  to "♦ 

Proctor,  Col.: 

AUnde«l  to 187, 188,  232,  233,  285.  240,  278. 

294,  860,  894,  52» 
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Proctor,  Col.  Thomas:  Page 

InBtractions  to,  from  Gen.  Enoz 180 

Q. 

Quebec: 

Conference  with  Indians  at 318 

Qailemen: 

Signer  to  Indian  speech 33 

R. 

Raisin  river: 

Log  hoase  defensible  against  masketry  to 
be  built  at 659 

Randolph,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 541,548 

Randolph,  Gen.: 

Attends  an  Indian  council 561 

Randolph,  Beverly: 

One  of  the  United  States  commissioners..     585 

Rankin,  James: 

Messenger  to  the  Chippewas  and  Ottawas.       21 
Witness  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Return: 

Of  officers  and  men,  Quebec,  Aug.  1783 6 

Of  artificers 13 

Vessels  on  Lake  Erie 14 

Of  Detroit  militia 2l8 

Of  ordnance  and  military  stores.. 264 

Of  marine  establishment.. 618 

Reynolds,  Thomas: 

Extract  of  a  letter  to,  from  John  Craigie..      536 
Memorial  of,  for  land  at  Detroit 661 

Rhea,  Thomas: 

A  released  prisoner,  information  by 277 

Robertson,  William: 

Letter  from,   to  Wm.  Dummer    Powell, 

etal 121 

Montreal  merchant 113 

Alluded  to „.46,  47.  54,  60 

Robertson,  W.  and  D.: 

Furnishes  flour  for  the  post  of  Detroit 594 

Robinson,  Wm.  and  David,  Geo.  Leith  &  Co.: 

Petitions  for  a  wharf  opposite  Detroit 557 

Roc  De  St  Ours,  Paul: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Rose,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 692 

Rosscranty,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 282 

Rosecrantz,  Mr.: 

AUndedto 652 

Russell,  Peter: 

Member  of  a  committee  of  council 556 

Member  of  aconncil 661 

S. 

St.  Clair,  Gov.  A.: 

Speech  of,  to  Seneca  chiefs  and  warriors  „       96 
Speech    to    the    Wyandotte    chiefs    and 

warriors 98 

Letter    to    the  commanding    officer    at 

Detroit 99 

Speech  to  the  Ottawa  chiefs  and  warriors.     100 


St.  Clair,  Gov.  A.— Co?v<mMcd;  Page 

Speech  to  the  Delaware  Nation 209 

Speech    to    the     Wyandot    chiefs     and 

warriors 214 

Speech    to   the    principal   chief   of    the 

Ottawas 215 

Speech  to  the  Wyandots 217 

Letter  to: 

From  Gen.  Knox 290,  292,  302,  322 

Major  John  Stagg 297 

St.  Clair,  Gen. : 
Letter  to : 

From  287 

Major  John  Smith 102 

Speech  to  the  Seneca  Nation 289 

Original  instructions  to,  alluded  to 380 

Original  instructions  to,  brought  in  by  a 

scout 381 

Alluded  to.  225,235,  236,  254,  282,  295,  369,  373,  377, 
894,  419,  462,  479,  574,  582,  589,  602 
St.  Leger,  Brig.  Gen.: 

Alluded  to 81 

St.  Martin,  Adhemer: 

One  of  the  commissioners  of  Oyer  and 

Terminer 344 

St.  Martin,  Anthony: 

Signer  to  land  agreement.. 15 

Alluded  to 14 

Sargent,  Col,: 

Alluded  to 291 

Schiefifelin,  J.: 

Memorial  of,  for  land  on  Detroit  river 570 

Scott,  Gen.  Chas. : 
Letter  from : 

To  the  Indians 244 


Scott,  Gen. : 

Alluded  to 188, 189,  254,  284,  302 

Selby,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 470,471 

Selby,  Lieut.: 

Alluded  to 555,558 

Sevier,  Gen. : 

Alluded  to 189,  230,  295,  803,  308 

Shaboqne: 

Signer  to  Indian  deed 29 

Shandutty: 

AUudedto 218 

Shank,  Capt. : 

Present  at  an  Indian  council.. 560> 

Sharp,  Geo.: 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  A.  McKee 105 

Shawanese : 

An  account  of  an  attack   apon,^  by   the 
Americans 34,  37 

To  be  whipped 97,  98 

Shaylor,  Capt. : 

AUuded  to 230 

Sheehan,  Mt.: 

Alluded  to 606,  617,  642- 

Sheehan,  W.  B.: 

Present  at  Indian  council.. 223,  509 

Present  at  a  private  council  with  the  Five 
Nations 367r 


716 


INDEX. 


Bhelbame,  Lord:  Page 

AUodedto 19 

Silvie,  Gapt.: 

AUodedto 277,278 

Bimcoe,  Lt.  Gov.: 
Letter  from: 

To  Capt.  Joeeph  Brant 686 

Major  Batler  and  Col.  McKee 554 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  Clarke.  525.  540,  547,  568,  575 

Lord  Dorchester.  626.  649,650,658.659,  660 

Henry  Danda8...324,  377,  381,  425,  549,  617, 

623,  643,  646,  647.  666,  674 

George  Hammond 426,  478,  516,  520, 

529,  599,  607 

CoL  A.  McKee 472,  522 

411,  573,  609,  688 

Letter  to: 

From  Capt.  Joeeph  Brant 571,  605 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  Clarke 557 

Lord  Dorchester 642,  657,  689 

Henry  Dandas 517,  678 

Lt.  Col.  Richard  England 627,  632 

Jn.  Fdk.  Holland 498 

Col.  A.  McKee 466,  528,  558,  559, 

572,  595,  695,  696 
■ObservationB  on  giving  np  the  Poete  on 

the  Lake 324 

Memorial  of  Montreal  Merchants  to 338 

Opposes    building  a  fort    opposite    Hois 

Blanc 412 

Views  of ,  respecting  Indians  and  Posts...      459 

Speech  of.  to  the  Indians 499 

Answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  Six  Nations 

at  Bnffaloe  Creek 523 

Saggeetions    to,     by    Commissioners    of 

United  States 544 

Reply  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 

States 546 

Speech  to  the  Western  Indians 551 

Present  at  an  Indian  Conncil 560 

Capt,  Stevenson's  saggestions  submitted 

to  Henry  Dnndas  by  desire  of 576 

Answer  of,  to  snggestions  of  Capt.  Steven- 
son       579 

Indian  Speech  to 655 

Plan  to  prevent  Gen.  Wayne's  passage  of 

the  Miamis 658 

Member  of  a  (Council 661 

Alluded  to 384,  424,  457,  531,  532,  53,3, 

586.  537,  538,  586.  617,  6.58, 
681,  682,  683.  691,  693 
Sinclair,  dear. 

Alluded  to 617,649,678 

Sinclair,  Patrick: 

(k)mmiBBion  of 8 

Six  Nations: 

Letter  to,  from  the  U.  8,  Commissioners..      593 

Gen.  Wayne's  Speech  to 652 

Alluded  to 595 

Slongh,  Dr.: 

Allado«lto ..      287 

plough,  Capt.  Jacob: 

Letter  from,  to  Maj.  Gen.  Richard  Butler.      276 
to,  from  Major  John  Btagg,  Jr 281 


Slough,  Capt.:  Page 

Alluded  to 294 

Slough, Jacob: 

Alluded  to 874 

Smith,  Clerk  of  the  Land  Board: 

Alluded  to 60 

Smith,  Major: 

Alluded  to 231,  427,  536,  537,  547,  560 

Smith,  John: 

Member  of  land  committee 59,  84 

Smith.  Major  John: 
Letter  from: 

To  Gen.  Clarke 247,285 

Col.  A.  Gordon 380 

Geo.  Leith  <tCo 375 

Capt.  Le  Maistre 107,  139, 140 

Gov.  A.  St.  Clair 102 

,  relative  to  action  of  In- 
dians       107 

Letter  to: 

From  Chae.  Banbin 378 

Capt.  Joseph  Brant 285 

Col.  A.  McKee.- 243,246,285 

Extract  of  letter  from,  to ,  rela- 
tive to  action  with  Indians  near  Detroit      108 

Extractor  a  letter  from 219 

Certifies  to  Mr.  Godfroy'e  information 182 

Statement    of,   relative   to    Indians  near 

Detroit 167 

Smith,  Major  John  and  Col.  A.  McKee: 

Answer  to  Blue  Jacket's  speech 137 

Smith,  Nathan: 

Witness  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Smith,  T.: 

Alluded  to 348 

Smith,  William: 

Member  of  a  committee  on  trade 109 

Snake,  Capt.; 

Alluded  to 456 

Snowdou,  Capt.: 

Alluded  to... 225 

Spaniards: 

Reported  to  be  tampering  with  the  Indians      108 
Squashawa: 

Signer  to  Indian  deed 29 

Stagg,  Major  John: 

Alluded  to.. 374 

Stagg,  Major  John  Jr.: 
Letter  from: 
To  Major.  Gen.  Richard  BnUer  233,  244, 298, 327 

Major  Gen.  A.  St.  Clair 297 

Capt.  Jacob  Slough 281 

Letter  to,  from  Tobias  Lear 297 

Stall,  Col.: 

Alluded  to 201 

Stevens,  James: 

Mate 6 

Stevenson,  C'apt.: 

AUuded  to 402 

Stevenson,  ('apt.  Charles: 

Suggestions  of.  submitted  to  Henry  Dnndas 

by  desire  of  (^ol.  Simcoe 576 

Answer  of  Lord  Dorchester  to  suggestions 
of B78 


INDEX. 


717 


Stewart,  Major:  Page 

AUadedto 360 

Stiff  Knee: 

AUadedto 316 

Storer,  Mr.: 

Secretary  of  U.  S.  commissioners 561 

Storetineger,  Adam: 

Trial  of,  allnded  to 344 

Street,  Mr.: 

AUadedto 235 

SnckUng,  Lieat. : 

Present  at  Indian  coancil 234 

Safferin,  Joseph: 

Witness  to  Indian  Treaty.. 24 

Swan,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 225,  231,  241 

Swan,  Caleb: 

Witness  to  Indian  speech 393 

T. 
Tache: 

Alladed  to 218 

Talbot,  Mr.: 

AUnded  to ^ 560,  596 

Talbot,  Capt.: 

Returns  to  England 670 

Talbot,  Lt.: 

Present  at  Indian  coancil 509,  560 

Thorn,  Wm.: 

Master 6 

TickcomegosBon : 

Signer  to  Indian  deed.. -.       29 

Tlamen: 

Signer  to  Indian  speech 33 

Todd,  Mr.: 

AUadedto 92 

Todd  &  McGiU: 

AUadedto 121 

Todd,  McGiU&Co.: 

Montreal  merchants 409 

Todd  &  McTavish,  merchants: 

Observations  by 684 

Trade: 

Draf  e  of  a  bill  to  regalate 113 

Treaty: 

At  the  Big  Miamis 22 

Abstract  of  a,  at  Fort  Harmar 41 

Treaty  of  Peace: 

Between  England  and  United  States . 8 

Tmeman,  Capt.: 

Death  of,  alladed  to 420 

AUadedto 427 

Traeman,  Major: 

AUadedto 415 

Traeman,  Capt.  Alexander: 

Letter  to,  from  Gen.  Knox 390 

Troops: 

Schedule  of,  for  Fort  Pitt 242 

Turtle  Island: 

Log  house  defensible  against  musketry  to 
to  be  built  at 659 


u. 

United  States:  Page 

New  constitution  of,  alluded  to 16 

An  act  of  congress  to  regulate  trade  and 

intercourse  with  the  Indians WO' 

United  States  Commissioners: 

Letter  from,  to  the  Six  Nations... 59S 

Suggestions  of,  to  Lt.  Gov.  J.  G.  Simcoe..  544 

Eeply  to,  by  Col.  J.  G.  Simcoe 546 

Attend  an  ladian  council 561 

Reply  of,  to  the  Indians ..579,  587 

Inform  the  Indians  that  negotiations  are 

at  an  end.. 592- 

Upper  Canada: 

Account  of  flour  received  in 594 

Upper  posts: 

Importance  of,  to  the  fur  trade eSS- 

V. 
Vanden  Brock,  R.  J, : 

Signs  return  of  ordnance  and  military 

stores .*     268- 

Vanhorn,  CorneUus: 

AUnded  to 277 

VaudriUe, : 

Alluded  to 221 

Vandreuil,  Marquis  De: 

Capitulates  with  Gen.  Amherst 1 

Vaudreuil,  Pierre: 

Furnishes  flour  for  the  post  of  Detroit 594 

Vessels : 

List  of,  built  at  Detroit,  July,  1778 4 

List  of,  on  Lake  Erie,  1783 12, 14 

Virnney,  Cornelius: 

AUnded  to 281,  282 

■w. 

Wade,  John: 

A    deserter    from    the    American    army, 
declaration  of _..      32& 

Wakeso: 

An  Ottawa  chief,  allnded  to 42& 

Washington,  Mr. : 

AUuded  to 377.  460,  465,  475,  527,  544,  552 

Washington,  Gen.: 

Simcoe's  opinion  of 462 

Speech  of  Capt.  O'Bale,  addressed  to 672 

Alluded  to 238,  374,  413,  640 

Washington,  President: 

AUuded  to 647 

Washington,  Greorge: 

Letter  from,  to  Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Butler.      201 

President  of  the  United  States 151 

AUuded  to 891,393,394 

Washington  and  his  coUeagues: 

AUuded  to 463 

Warren,  John: 
Extract  of  a  letter  from 12* 

Watson, : 

AUuded  to 347 


718 


INDEX. 


Wanpaacowela:  Page 

Signer  to  Indian  treaty 24 

Wayne,  Mr.: 

AJlnded  to 645,659,696 

Wayne,  Gen.: 

Letter  from,  to  the  Indians 629 

Speech  of,  to  the  Six  Nations 652 

.Minded  to 482,  549,576,624,625,628,631.682, 

644.  647,  649.  651,  654.  678,  681,  6S2,  683,  691,  698 

Welland,  Mr.: 

AUnded  to 578,574 

WeUe, : 

A  spy,  alluded  to 695 

Western  country: 

MinQt«6  of  a  committee  on  trade  with 109 

Conversation  on  the  state  of  affairs  in 167 

An  act  to  promote  inland  navigation  and 
trade  to 

Western  Indians: 

Lient.  (iov.  Simcoe's  speech  to 

Wheelock,  Mr.: 

Allnded  to  as  Joseph  Brant's  old  school- 
master  

White  Eyes,  George: 

Allnded  to 381,629 

Wilkinson,  Gen.: 

Left  the  army  and  gone  to  Eentacky 695 


203 


551 


362 


Wilkinson,  Lient.  Col-:  Page 

Alladedto 890 

Wilkinson,  Jamee: 

Speech  of,  to  the  Indians  at  war  with  the 

United  States 391 

Circular    letter    from,    to    commanding 
officers  of  Kentucky  Militia 410 

'Wilkinson,  Brig.  Uen.  Jamee: 

Letter  from,  to  Col.  John  Harden 414 

Speech    to    the    Wyandott    and    Ottawa 
Indians 413 

Williams,  J.: 

Bnilder 6 

Alluded  to 83 

Williams,  Thomas: 

Witness  to  Indian  deed 29 

Williamson,  Mr.: 

Alluded  to 689.699 

Y. 
Young,  Stephen: 

Allnded  to 629 

Z. 

Zearns,  Isaac: 

Witness  to  Indian  Treaty 24 


